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Blue Devil Baseballers Top Cougars, 6-3,
Face RC Lions for Union County Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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F I V E  S TA R  L U X U RY
I N  L I V I N G S T O N

“FIVE STAR LUXURY” means, simply, world-class in
every way. Introducing The Enclave at Livingston Country
Club – five-star living for active adults over 55.

Set in prestigious Livingston, less than a mile from
The Mall at Short Hills, this exclusive gated
community brings you an array of resort-style services,
from concierge service to a social director, to
transportation to local shopping venues.

At the clubhouse you’ll find an opulent grand
ballroom, café and espresso bar, beauty salon and
massage and wellness room. Work out in the state-of-
the art fitness center or swim in the heated pool. Or
sharpen your game on the putting green or tennis
court. On rainy days, play a game of billiards or relax
in the library.

Your ultra luxury residence boasts nine-foot ceilings, a

gourmet chef’s kitchen with stainless steel appliances and
a distinctive marble bathroom with soaking tub and
whirlpool. French doors lead to a private balcony or patio
where you can relax or entertain.

With its pampering service, great location and
spectacular amenities, The Enclave at Livingston
Country Club is New Jersey’s premier adult
community. Come see for yourself!

Continental Properties Communities of Distinction.
*One member of each household must be 55 or more. ❖ *All prices subject to change without notice.

Directions: From Route 78/24 Westbound: Take Exit 7C (JFK Parkway/Livingston/Caldwell) Proceed on JFK Parkway and follow signs for The Mall at Short Hills onto JFK Parkway/Livingston. Proceed on JFK Parkway past The Mall at Short Hills to the traffic light at
the intersection of JFK Parkway and South Orange Avenue. Turn left onto South Orange Avenue. Proceed approximately 3/4 mile and turn right into the community.

973-422-9300
Rental Office Open Daily: 10:00am – 5:00pm

ULTRA LUXURY RENTALS FOR ACTIVE ADULTS*

Priced from $1,865 per month 

Concierge Service Massage Service Available State-of-the-art Fitness Centers On-site Beauty Salon Clubhouse with Pool

hits. The only real damage came in a
big way when Greg Van Horn yanked
a three-run home run down the
leftfield line in the bottom of the
fourth to give the Cougars a tempo-
rary 3-2 lead. Cougar pitcher Jack
Bender (4-3) got the loss.

“I can’t say enough about Craig.
We tried to go after them with
fastballs. We did throw a few
changeups, a few curve balls but 80
percent fastballs. He’s a lefthander, a
southpaw who’s got that natural
movement that favors that fastball
running away from the hitters,” said
Murray. “They are an aggressive team.
This year, he stepped up. He pitched
his heart out today. Great defense!
We got it done today.”

“I have to give credit to the team.
We gave it 100 percent,” said Ellis.
“Mike is great. He knows all the hit-
ters. He knows what pitch is going to
work. He calls a great game. This was
the best outing I ever had in my life.
I woke up this morning and I felt we
were going to win. They (fastballs)
were throwing pretty well. My
changeup was working for me too.

They were out in front of it, except
when Van Horn hit that home run,”
chuckled Ellis.

Impressive defensive plays left their
mark as well. The Blue Devils turned
two double plays (short-to-second-
to-first) – one in the second and one in
the seventh. Tom Bonard made a great
running snag in centerfield to get the
first out of the fifth inning that could
have ended in disaster for the Blue
Devils if it had not been for second
baseman Mike Diaz, who, in a bases-
loaded with two outs situation, made
a sliding scoop of a grounder and
threw to first for the third out.

Diaz singled and scored on
Murray’s RBI double in the top of the
first to give the Blue Devils a 1-0 lead.
In the third, Murray doubled to cen-
ter, Tom Ricciuti (2-for-3, RBI, run
scored) hopped a single over second
and Alex Zierler (1-for-3) squibbled
an RBI grounder to third.

After Cougars Joe Della Serra (2-
for-4) and Andrew Ciencin plopped
back-to-back singles into shallow cen-
ter in the fourth, Van Horn hit his three-
run shot but the Blue Devils came up

DIAZ WHACKS 2 DBLES, SINGLE, WINNING HR IN 7TH

Diaz’s Hr Pushes Blue Devils
Past Bulldogs, 12-10, in UCT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heroics under extreme pressure in
the bottom of the seventh inning re-
sulted in a 12-10 victory by the third-
seeded Westfield High School base-
ball team over sixth-seeded Dayton
in the quarterfinals of the Union
County Tournament in Westfield on
May 10. Facing impending elimina-
tion, the 15-4 Blue Devils got a fortu-
nate break to tie the game in the
seventh then Mike Diaz put the icing
on the cake with a two-run home run.

“There is absolutely no other feel-
ing. This is our last year. We had
trouble in the past. We are close as a
group this year. I was just looking for
something to hit. He gave me some-
thing down and away, and I swung
with it,” said Diaz.

O f f e n s i v e l y ,
Diaz, who scored
three times, was the
9-7 Bulldogs’
muzzle, going 4-
for-5, with two
doubles, an RBI
single and his two-
run homer. Tom
Ricciuti, who got
his 100th career hit,
contributed to the
Blue Devils’ 15-hit
attack with three
singles and two
RBI. Mike Murray
was 1-for-2 with
two walks an RBI
single and three
runs, and Alex
Zierler ripped a
two-run double and
an RBI single. Jay
Anderson whacked
a ground-rule RBI
double and a single.

Heroes,  how-
ever, existed on
both teams and the
hit that plunged
the Blue Devils
into some despair came off the bat
of leadoff hitter Jimmy Guarino,
whose mother was a WHS gradu-
ate, when he crushed a three-run
homer over the 342-foot marker in
left-centerfield to cap a five-run
second inning. Adam Mass also
inflicted a bit of damage with a
pair of RBI singles, and an RBI
sacrifice fly.

Heroics were indeed needed, be-
cause the Blue Devils looked like
heels defensively, committing three

errors in the second inning, one in the
third and another three errors in the
fifth inning, which the Bulldogs capi-
talized on to add four more runs to
take a 10-4 lead.

In fact, it was the fifth inning fiasco
that convinced Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster to sit starting
pitcher Brandon Cuba and bring in
reliever Josh Gerckens. After allow-
ing two hits, Gerckens closed the
inning and then went on to strikeout
the side in the sixth and to retire all
three batters in the seventh.

“We didn’t play well and you just
got the feeling that it wasn’t our day.
We had a lot of ups and downs today
but we just kept fighting. Then Josh
Gerckens, you can’t say enough about
him. He came in and put out the fire,”
said Murray. “(In the seventh), we

were on the bench and said, ‘get it to
Mike and I and we will put a run
together.’ Mikey got it done today.”

Ricciuti and Zierler tapped back-
to-back RBI singles in the bottom of
the first to give the Blue Devils a 2-0
lead. Diaz doubled and scored on
Murray’s RBI single in the third to
cut Dayton’s lead to 6-3. Justin Olsen
poked an RBI single in the fourth and
Anderson sliced an RBI double in the
fifth to make the score 10-5.

Beginning with Dave Kaplow’s key

single, the Blue Devils put together
four hits to score four runs in the sixth
and narrowed the score to 10-9. In the
bottom of the seventh, after a strikeout,
Olsen lofted a shot to deep center that
eluded the reach of the centerfielder.
Tom Bonard replaced Olsen as a pinch
runner at second base. A pop out to
third brought the Bulldogs to within
one out of victory. Craig Ellis hit a
chopper to third that caused third
baseman York Cook to throw the ball
out of play, allowing Bonard to trot
home with the tying run and Ellis to
trot to second. Diaz rose to the occa-
sion and blasted his homer over the
342-mark in left-center.

“A lot of heroes! A lot of guys with
big base hits! Dave Kaplow’s hit to
start the sixth was big. Justin got a big
double to get us going in that last

inning. You hit the ball enough times
and keep it in play, mistakes happen,
and they made a mistake,” commented
Coach Brewster. “Once we had the
tie with Diaz and Murray coming up,
I knew we had a chance because they
will turn on anything. Tommy Ricciuti
got his 100th base hit. Defensively,
we played terribly but we got just
enough offense. That’s what carried
us most of the year.”
Dayton 051 040 0 10
Westfield 201 114 3 12

with four runs in the fifth to take the 6-
3 lead. Murray ripped a leadoff single
and sped to second on a wild pitch.
Ricciuti punched an RBI single to tie
the game. Zierler sliced a single to left
and Jay Anderson loaded the bases with
a bloop single to left. Justin Olsen (1-
for-4, run scored) grounded into a force
play and Kaplow slammed his two-run
double to deep center. Brandon Cuba
brought home the final run with a
grounder to second.

“Bender throws hard, mid to upper
80s. He actually threw me a fastball
upstairs. I just tried to get my bat on
it and it took off to left-centerfield.
We wanted revenge because they beat
us both times,” said Kaplow.

“When you play baseball your
whole life, you wait for the big game,
for the opportunity to get to the county
finals,” said Murray. “It’s my last
year. I’ve never been to one. I told
myself that we weren’t going down
today. In each at-bat, if I could get
something done to help this team
win, that’s what I was going to do.”
Westfield 101 040 0 6
Cranford 000 300 0 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRANQUILIZING THE COUGARS’ OFFENSE…Pitcher Craig Ellis struck out three Cougars, walked only one and
allowed seven hits in the Blue Devils’ 6-3, victory over Cranford in the Union County semifinals on May 13 in Elizabeth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CELEBRATING A WILD FINISH…Teammates swarm Mike Diaz after he smacked a two-run home
run in the bottom of the seventh inning to give the Blue Devils a dramatic, 12-10, victory over Dayton
in the UCT quarterfinals.


