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He played for some of the legendary
high school (Gary Kehler, Norm Koury)
and college (Clary Anderson) coaches
in New Jersey. His dad played for two
of the state’s all-time coaching legends
at St. Benedict’s Prep (Joe Kasberger,
Prof Blood). So it shouldn’t be any
surprise that Bob Brewster has carved
himself quite a niche as the longtime
WHS baseball coach.

Now in his 24th year, Brewster last
week became the first WHS coach in
any varsity sport to win 400 games
(against 221 losses, a nice .644 win-
ning percentage). His teams have also
won seven county championships (go-
ing for No. 8 this Saturday night), and
they’ve produced more than their share
of guys who went on to play in college
or the pros (Kevin Stock, Drew Keehn,
Kris Williams).

Unlike some “old school” coaches
who don’t adapt to the times, Brewster
grew up in the era of “small ball” but is
now a big-time proponent of the “big
bang” theory. Basically, he prefers his
teams to play for one or two huge in-
nings, rather than rely on the bunting,
stealing and squeezing out a run here
and there kind of offense he played in
under Koury in the mid-1960’s. Of
course, when you’ve got hitters like
WHS has this year — nearly every of-
fensive school record will be smashed
(not just broken) by the 2006 club — it’s
tough to argue. But it did get me to
wondering what would happen if, by
some amazing circumstance, the late
Norm Koury was to stop by at Linden
for Saturday night’s epic UCT title game.

NK: What the (bleep) is that pinging
noise?

Den: It’s the aluminum bats the kids
use today. It saves on money for replac-

ing broken bats, and I guess it’s eco-
logically better for the trees.

NK: (sneer) I noticed that when the
kids got in the box for b.p., they don’t
put a couple of bunts down, one on first
base side, the other on third base side.
What’s up with that?

Den: Well, these guys don’t bunt a
whole lot, Norm. I’ve only seen two
bunts this year so far.

NK: Didn’t work out, eh?
Den: Actually, the kid got ‘em both

down. One time it was thrown away at
first and the runner scored from sec-
ond, the other time the sacrifice worked.

NK: (sneer) And that’s the only time
they did it? Geez, I gotta talk to Bobby.

Den: Well, these kids can really swing
the bat. It’s like you having a whole
team of Kenny Stiths and Bobby Flynns.
They give new meaning to the term
“heavy metal.”

NK: (checking out infield practice)
They have some nice players, you’re
right. That catcher looks even better
than Charlie (Widmer) or Bobby
(Brewster), maybe even Dick (Myers).
And the shortstop and second baseman,
they’re pretty solid. But what’s with the
outfielders? Why don’t they use both
hands when they catch the ball? I re-
member back in 1965, Bobby Flynn
was a sophomore, my third baseman …

Den: Yeah, I was there that day, coach.
Actually, I think they see the pros on
TV and SportsCenter with the one-
handed stuff, so that’s what they do too.

NK: (sneer) Well, I gotta say this
club looks better than even my ’66
team at Westfield with Donnie Ander-
son, or my ’70 team at Morristown with
Pete Helt, or any of my clubs at
Cranford. Pretty solid all-around. But
you say they don’t bunt? No squeezes?

No double sui’s?
Den: I’m pretty sure there is a bunt

sign, because I did see those two bunts
this year.

NK: Yeah, well, (sneer) the bottom
line is, they look like a bunch of tough
kids, like they aren’t afraid to get their
uniforms dirty. Probably their moms
wash the uniforms before the next game.
Oh well. Hey, do they still play Rahway?
I remember a couple of games there …
Chuck Hood smashing into their
catcher, Charlie Clark running into the
concrete stands in right-center … good
times, good times.

Den: Yeah, those were good times. I
think before all is said and done, this
team will provide a few more good
times, too.

NK: Good to hear, good to hear. Well
I’ve got to be going. It was good talking
to you. Bob looks like he’s got a nice
club. I just hope he remembers the
Parsippany game back in the ’66 GNT,
and how we lost that (bleeping) game
on a bunt. It worked then, and I’m
pretty sure it’ll still work now, even
with those $200 bats. But you have to
go with the times, (sneer) I guess. Any-
how, see you around.

IN PASSING
There are names that are forever

etched in your mind, part of a collective
group, but all individually great too.
The Chicago Cubs’ Tinker-to-Evers-
to-Chance in baseball lore, Notre
Dame’s Four Horsemen in football,
Houston’s Phi Slamma Jamma in bas-
ketball. For me, the names that always
go together like hot dogs and Gulden’s
spicy brown mustard are Ketcham,
Perkowski, Gerber and Heesch. That’s
the foursome who lit up America’s
swimming world in the mid-1960’s,
setting records, winning champion-
ships, and putting Westfield swimming
at the top of the national charts.

As good as they were individually —
each would win a state title in their
speciality — it was as a one-time only
medley relay that John Ketcham, Dave
Perkowski, Harvey Gerber and Peter
Heesch rocked Princeton’s Dillon Pool
to the tune of a 1:39.5 medley relay at
the 1965 state championships. In a race
normally decided by tenths of a sec-
ond, they won by 10 friggin’ seconds!
That lasted as the state record for 15
years and as the WHS record for 27
years (an eternity in swimming). They
were men playing against boys.

And now, John Ketcham has passed
away. Last Thursday morning, one of
the greatest swimmers in WHS history
and part of one of the great families in
town history, lost a long battle with
cancer at the age of 58. A funeral service
will be held this Saturday at 11 a.m. in
the small church that Ketcham helped
build in Kinnelon (Morris County), the
town he and his wife, the former Jody
Davies, had lived in with their five chil-
dren for the past few decades.

MORE HIGH FIVES
This week’s Top Five is the best in-

fields (including catcher) ever at WHS.
1. 2006. The current group of 1b

Alex Zierler (.319 as of Monday), 2b
Mike Diaz (.478), 3b Jay Anderson
(.470), ss Tommy Ricciuti (.516) and c
Mike Murray (.569) is the winner.

2. 1995: 1b Steve Cheek (.330) and
Kris Williams (.433), 2b Ryan Mann
(.333), 3b Jorge Amorim (.363), ss
Jason White (.296), c Craig Tinervin
(.348).

3. 1949: 1b Howie Perkins (.318), 2b
Jack Corbett (.327), 3b Frank Piscopo
(.317), ss Rudy Stanzel (.304), c Dave
Townley (.377).

4. 1992: 1b Adam Yannuzzi (.245),
2b Dave Duelks (.400), 3b Dave
Harwood (.358), ss Drew Keehn (.354),
c Dan Higgins (.359) and Seth Coren
(.375).

5. (tie) 1942: 1b Jim Turpin (.436),
2b Schuyler Livingston (.185), 3b Red
McCloskey (.237), ss Chick Miller
(.308), c Jack Loeffler (.295).

5. (tie) 1964: 1b Charlie Mason
(.303), 2b Joe Wiendl (.241), 3b Billy
Myers (.259), ss Dwight Davies (.382),
c Charlie Widmer (.213).

5. (tie) 2002: 1b Blair Richardson
(.333), 2b Brett Picaro (.378), 3b Mike
Sofka (.373), ss Jim McKeon (.235), c
Josh Ludmer (.360).

UCT STUFF
Saturday night at 8, Linden’s Memo-

rial Field will be the place to be if
you’re a WHS fan, or a baseball fan.
The 53rd Union County Tournament
features a classic final: top-seeded
Roselle Catholic and pitching ace Nick
Nolan vs. third-seeded WHS, arguably
one of the state’s top offensive ma-
chines. WHS advanced with a 6-3 vic-
tory over Cranford last Saturday after-
noon in Elizabeth. Craig Ellis pitched a
solid game, got timely hits by almost
everybody in the lineup, and benefited
from another bunt by Dave (Mr. Bunt)
Kaplow, who is now 2-for-2 on the
season in sac bunts. WHS will be look-
ing to win its 12th county champion-
ship, and first since 2002.

The WHS softball team pulled off a
semi-shocker last Saturday morning
when they knocked off top-seeded
Brearley, 7-0. Kris Fietkiewicz, stating
her case to be considered alongside
WHS Hall of Famer Cheryl Gleason as
the school’s premier shortstop, drilled
a two-run home run and an RBI triple,
Jen LaSpata hit a three-run sacrifice fly
(the outfielders collided) and Lindsey
Brown pitched a masterful one-hitter.
The secret to Brown’s one-hitter was
getting the Bears to hit grounders to
Fietkiewicz and third baseman Erin
Scialabba.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions, story ideas or
trivia questions. Go Devils!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brewster Learns, Adapts, Keeps On Winning

ARBES WINS TITLE, BALCH SECOND

Blue Devil Golfers Win
Union County Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School senior Jimmy
Arbes, involved in a seven-way battle
for the lead after nine holes, came up
with the best back nine of that group to
edge Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s
Clayton Balch for the Union County
individual title by shooting a 3-over-
par 75 on the par-72, 6,547-yard course
at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield
on May 11.

The Blue Devils finished with a
318 total to regain the team title that
they had owned for four straight years
prior to a loss last year to the Cranford
Cougars. Oratory Prep finished sec-
ond with a 329 total followed by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 335.

At the end of the first nine holes,
Arbes and Balch were tied at 37, with
Blue Devil Nick LiVolsi, Governor
Livingston’s David Chung and
Oratory’s Stephen Suarez coming in
at 38. Blue Devil Dan Liebowitz and
New Providence’s Tyler Kitson, the
2004 UCT individual champion, had
a 39. Playing in the first foursome
with Suarez, Raider Jack Davis and
Cranford’s Tom Anthes, Arbes, in text-
book fashion, got his first birdie on
the 363-yard, par-4 third hole when
he had a fine tee shot, dropped his
second shot five feet from the pin and
sank the putt.

Not quite in textbook fashion, Balch,
who was in the second foursome with
LiVolsi, Joe Lepri of Oratory and
Cranford’s Steve Wilcox also had good

fortune on the third hole. Wilcox hit a
booming 300-yard tee shot right down
the middle and Balch’s tee shot settled
on the left ruff about 50 yards behind
Wilcox. Balch’s next shot came to a
stop on the upper right portion of the
green, about 25 feet from the pin, but
he sank a spectacular putt for a birdie.
In the meantime, Wilcox chipped on
about two feet from the pin and sank
the putt for a birdie. Balch finished the
back nine with a 39.

“It was a great tournament for him,”
expressed Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli of Balch’s performance.
“He three-putted three greens but he
hit the fairway and greens very well.
That’s a very good score. Golf is a
cyclical game. Sometimes you can
have a very good round and some-
times you don’t.”

Arbes, who also had two bogies on
the front nine, had a bogie and a
double bogie on the back nine, but did
manage to birdie the 448-yard par-4
15th hole and finish with a 38.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield (W) 318, 2. Oratory Prep (O)
329, 3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
335, 4. Cranford (C) 352, 5. Governor
Livingston (GL) 356, 6. New Providence
(NP) 363, 7. Johnson (J) 372, 8. Summit
(S) 385

INDIVIDUAL TOP 10:
1. Arbes (W) 37-38-75, 2. Balch (SPF)
37-39-76, 3. Stephen Suarez (O) 38-39-
77, 4. Anthes (C) 40-37, 5. Liebowitz (W)
39-39-78, 6. David Chung (GL) 38-42-80,
7. LiVolsi (W) 38-43-81, 8. Kitson (NP)
39-43-82, 9. Ryan Cockren (O) 40-42-82,
10. Mike Lepri (O) 44-39-83

CRANFORD $499,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $535,000

WESTFIELD $1,250,000 WESTFIELD $2,500,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,000

WESTFIELD $649,000

Spacious 4 Bedroom, 2 bath Split Level on a wonderful, park-like
property.  Hardwood floors, ground level Family Room, full bath
and laundry room, newer central air conditioning, roof and Pergo
floors.  Not a drive-by!  Don’t miss it!

Not a drive by!  Three Bedroom, 2 bath Ranch on a lovely, wooded
lot.  Too many updates to list.  Fireplace, Central Air Conditioning,
hardwood floors, open bright floor plan.

Elegantly appointed 4000+ square foot center hall Colonial offers 4
Bedrooms, 3.5 baths and also boasts a gracious entry, Family Room
with fireplace and archways to Eat-In Kitchen with granite, Master
Bedroom suite, finished basement with full bath, 1st floor laundry
and is close to town.  Great location!

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 5/21/06 – 1-5 P.M. 382 ORENDA
CIRCLE, WESTFIELD. The “Primavera Classic Collection” un-
veils for the very first time their newest creation.  Be prepared to be
dazzled.  You’re invited!

Grand and spacious Colonial home on a deep, private lot.  Formal
Living Room and Dining Room, Eat-In Country Kitchen leads to a
cozy Family Room with fireplace, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths plus a 2-car
garage on a tree-lined street.

Center hall Colonial offers 4 Bedrooms on over 1 acre property.
Family Room with fireplace off Eat-In Kitchen, Master Bedroom
with master bath and walk-in closet, freshly painted, refinished hard-
wood floors, Florida Room.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT CHAMPION…Blue Devil Jimmy Arbes sinks a birdie putt on the third hole.
Arbes won the Union County Tournament with a 3-over-par 75 on the par-72,
6,547-yard course at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield on May 11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE RIGHT LINE…Raider Clayton Balch gets a line on his putt on
the third hole and goes on to sink a 25-foot putt for a birdie. Balch placed second
in the UCT.


