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Economist to Spotlight
Inflation Targeting

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Thursday,
May 25, the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains, will host a lecture at 7:30 p.m.
entitled “The Federal Reserve and
Inflation Targeting.”

Dick Peach, an economist with the
Federal Reserve Bank in New York,
will address the policy of inflation
targeting in the context of the na-
tional economic picture. There will
be time for discussion and questions.
To reserve a place, please call (908)
322-8047.

Classical Music Concert
To Benefit FOP Research

Event to Focus on Siblings
Of Special Needs Children

SCOTCH PLAINS – As part of a
continuing series of programs for
families of individuals with disabili-
ties, the Scotch Plains Public Library
will present Christina Dellibovi in a
workshop for families on Tuesday,
May 23, from 7 to 9 p.m. in the
library’s Community Room.

A certified child life specialist, Ms.
Dellibovi initiated a collaborative
effort with Children’s Specialized
Hospital’s Psychology Department to
develop a program to specifically meet
the needs of siblings of children with
special needs.

The workshop will focus on the
unique concerns and opportunities of
siblings of those with special needs.
Parent and sibling resources will be

provided, including information about
ClubSib, a peer support group for
siblings of children with disabilities.

Designed especially for the broth-
ers and sisters of youngsters with physi-
cal disabilities, autism spectrum dis-
orders, developmental disabilities and
brain injuries, the group seeks to pro-
vide education about the disability;
increase the exchange of information
within the family; enhance the sibling’s
connectedness to others who have a
sibling with special needs; celebrate
the self and boost self-esteem.

The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information or directions,
please call (908) 322-5007 or visit the
library’s website at www.scotlib.org.

Rev. Leon Randall Retires
As Pastor of St. Luke’s

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – On May 14, the
Reverend Leon Randall performed his
final service as pastor at St. Luke’s
A.M.E. Zion Church in Westfield. Rev-
erend Randall is now retiring after
serving 40 years as a minister and
pastor for various A.M.E. Zion
churches in New York and New Jersey.

“At my age, it’s mandatory,” said
Reverend Randall. “Actually, I’m 77,
and ministers are supposed to retire at
76, so I had an extra
year.”

When Reverend
Randall arrived at St.
Luke’s on Downer
Street to take over as
pastor in August of
1993, he said he real-
ized there were many
challenges ahead of
him. “I had to pull
together a church that
no pastor wanted,” he
explained. “I got them
out of debt, remod-
eled the sanctuary and
worked to attract
people from outside
of Westfield, too. I’m
happy there has been a 180-degree
change in attitudes, where people now
have more faith, trust and love.”

Parishioners and friends displayed
an outpouring of well wishes by hold-
ing a retirement luncheon in Reverend
Randall’s honor, as well as declaring
Sunday, May 7, as “Randall Day.” On
that day, members of the parish per-
formed all of Reverend Randall’s du-
ties for him so he and his wife, Rosa,
could simply relax and enjoy.

A special commemorative book-
let was created consisting of an abun-
dance of letters of thanks, not only
from parishioners but also from
members of other churches and as-
sociations that Reverend Randall has
been actively involved with through
the years. “I’m a firm believer that a
church doesn’t grow unless you’re
really a part of your community,” the
longtime minister observed.

Most notably, Reverend Randall
has served as president of the Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Association
of Westfield. He was instrumental in
having the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. memorial monument erected in
the center of town last June.

“Now, every denomination in
Westfield participates in a Martin
Luther King service,” he remarked.

Locally, Reverend Randall also
serves on the board of directors for
the Westfield Community Center and
the board of the Black Achievers Pro-
gram at the Westfield Area “Y.” Addi-
tionally, he has devoted himself to
working with Westfield Senior Hous-
ing, the Westfield/Mountainside

Ministerium and the Mayor’s Plan-
ning Commission for a Better
Westfield, along with numerous other
organizations in surrounding areas.

A cancer survivor, Reverend
Randall has spent a lot of time in and
out of hospitals for various surgeries
and procedures. He believes his faith
is what got him through these tough
times.

 During his final sermon last Sun-
day, Reverend Randall thanked mem-
bers of his congregation for “the jour-

ney” he had enjoyed
and encouraged those
who follow him at St.
Luke’s to continue
the church’s mission.

“Our job is to keep
going and to keep add-
ing on new ideas,” he
said. “Our destination
is the same – create
heaven here on earth
so that we are not sur-
prised when we get
there! The new ideas
and new administra-
tion should be doing
God’s work in God’s
way. I feel extra
blessed that I am able

to be around and we should let the new
generation come in now.”

At the service, Mrs. Randall called
each of the women by name in the
pews to come up and receive a rose
from her.

“My heart, thoughts and love are
for all of you who meant so much. I
want you all to continue walking in
God’s light and know He is the great
‘I AM,’” she stated. She also ex-
pressed her love for the congregation
and thanks to God that its members
“have been a part of my life.”

Before becoming a minister, Rev-
erend Randall spent nine years serv-
ing in the United States Navy. He also
owned and operated dry cleaning busi-
nesses in South Orange, Hillside and
Elizabeth. Friends of his still own dry
cleaning businesses, and now that he
is retiring, he said he might choose to
work there for a few days per week.

“I’ve also enjoyed painting by num-
bers for years,” Reverend Randall
said. “Maybe now, I’ll have time to
try painting without the numbers.”

Reverend Randall said he will con-
tinue to serve at St. Luke’s parish in
a supervisory capacity.

At this time, Reverend Randall
reported, it is unknown who will
take his place as pastor. The Clinton
Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church in
Newark will make the selection later
this month.

Carol Molnar, who has worked with
Reverend Randall in the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association and on
the board of directors of the Westfield
Community Center, shared kind
words regarding her colleague’s re-
tirement.

“Both the Reverend and Mrs.
Randall have been a positive influ-
ence on the Westfield community,”
she said. “They have the courage to
speak the truth even when it may be
difficult to do so. Also, St. Luke’s
A.M.E. Church on Downer Street
has one of the best gospel choirs in
the United States!”

Reverend Leon Randall

Samantha Luscombe Seeks
Support For ‘Bear Fair’

WESTFIELD – Westfield Senior
Girl Scout Samantha “Sammy”
Luscombe is working toward her Gold
Award – the highest award a Girl Scout
between the ages of 14 and 18 can
attain – with a project entitled “The
Bear Fair: Stuffed with Love,” to be
held at Westfield High School on Tues-
day, June 20, from 2 to 5 p.m.

Her goal is to obtain unstuffed plush
animal skins, which local children
will stuff at the fair. In return, they
will be treated to an afternoon of fun
and prizes. The animals will be do-
nated to police and fire departments,
shelters and hospitals, and given to
children in stressful or painful situa-
tions to help provide comfort.

As a Girl Scout, Sammy cannot
accept financial donations, but area

residents are invited to help in other
ways. To “Adopt a Bear for the Fair,”
please visit Sammy’s website,
www.TheBearFair.com, before Thurs-
day, June 1, and follow the link at the
bottom of the page.  Individuals also
may call 1-(888) 226-5218 to donate.

Each animal made will have a tag
informing the child who receives it
that someone cares and giving the
name of the donor and the first name of
the child who stuffed it for him or her.

Other ways to help include donat-
ing bulk carnival prizes (small toys);
door prizes for children or their par-
ents; services like party rentals, clown
services for the afternoon or photog-
raphy services with a popular
children’s character. Westfield teen-
agers are needed to donate time as
helpers at the event.

All donors will be listed on a do-
nor board at the event, and on
Sammy’s project website. Stores,
companies or professionals that do-
nate items or services also will be
listed in a program to be distributed
to all participants, have links to their
company or store websites on
Sammy’s project site and be ac-
knowledged in newspaper articles.

The Bear Fair will be open to el-
ementary school-age children. Reg-
istration is required. Registration
forms will be available on the website
or may be obtained by e-mailing
TheBearFair@yahoo.com or by call-
ing (908) 233-8619. The number of
unstuffed animals donated will deter-
mine attendance.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside will present “An
Evening of Classical Music” this Sat-
urday, May 20, at 7:30 p.m. at the
church, located at 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside.

All proceeds will directly benefit
the FOP Foundation in its search for
a cure for Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva, a very rare, progressive,
genetic disease. The foundation was
created by the family of Whitney
Weldon, now 13, a former Westfield
resident who was diagnosed with the
condition at age nine. It is dedicated to
raising funds to support and advance
the work of a team of researchers at the
University of Pennsylvania.

Last month, in what is considered
a major breakthrough, the team an-
nounced the discovery of a respon-
sible mutant gene. It is believed the

team’s research also will consider-
ably help osteo-arthritis sufferers.

The concert will feature Sohee Lee,
piano; Joseph Hill, countertenor; Yumi
Oshima, viola, and John Dupuis, pi-
ano. It will include works by Bach,
Mozart, Fauré, Gounod and Brahms,
among others.

The suggested donations are $12
for adults, $7 for senior citizens and $5
for children. Please make checks pay-
able to the “Trustees of the University
of Pennsylvania,” with “Weldon FOP
Fund” written on the memo line.

MAYORAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT…Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
signs a proclamation May 2 designating May as “Osteoporosis Awareness and
Prevention Month,” in accordance with the National Osteoporosis Foundation.
Christine Alger from the Westfield Area “Y,” right, and Myriam Gabriel, health
educator and lead coordinator with the North Jersey Regional Arthritis Center
at Morristown Memorial Hospital, were present to receive the proclamation.

For additional information on Christian Science visit:

www.tfccs.com, www.spirituality.com, www.csmonitor.com, www.powerfulprayer.com

1st and 3rd Sundays, 10:30 AM at the Christian Science Reading Room

116 Quimby Street (Across from Robert Treat Delicatessen.)

For reading room hours and other information: 908-232-3226.

WORSHIP SERVICES
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY, WESTFIELD

SUNDAYS at 7 AM on WOR Radio (710 AM)
Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio

Christian Science Sentinel - Radio Edition

May 21: Selfless Love, Bountiful Lives
May 28: Prayer That Heals

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Discussion on Hamas
Scheduled For Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center of Central New
Jersey will host a discussion on
“Hamas and the Prospects for Peace”
this Sunday, May 21.

 Sam Norich, executive director of
The Forward, America’s oldest con-
tinuously published Jewish newspa-
per, will lead the discussion.

Open to all, the program will begin
with refreshments at 10 a.m. After-
ward, Mr. Norich will make a formal
presentation on the topic and then
host a question-and-answer session.

There is no charge, although a $10
donation is suggested. Free
babysitting will be available.

Reservations are strongly recom-
mended. For more details or to make a
reservation, please contact Susan
Lemerman at slemerman@jccnj.org or
call (908) 889-8800, extension no. 205.

Our Alzheimer’s care begins with 
what’s been forgotten.

Each senior has a history that makes them a
unique individual. At Sunrise our approach
to Alzheimer’s care begins with understanding
the stories and details of a senior’s life. 

Knowing our residents better means we can
help them attain what we call “pleasant days”
by finding activities they can enjoy and be 
successful at. We do this in specially designed

surroundings that are both safe and nurturing,
where who they are is never forgotten.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living commu-
nity for more information about how we
care for seniors with memory impairment.
In Mountainside and Westfield, we feature
our Reminiscence program for Alzheimer’s
residents.

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com
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    Dr. Frank Ancona, Professor at Sussex 
County Community College, on the life 
and art of Leonardo DaVinci, Priory of 
Sion, Knights Templar, Opus Dei, and 
quest for the holy grail 
    Rev. Dr. Dee Dee Turlington of First 
Baptist on the early church, secret gospels 
and the New Testament.               

908-233-2278/
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net  

FUMC Announces
Vacation Bible School
WESTFIELD – Registrations are

being accepted for the “Adventure of
the Treasure Seekers” Vacation Bible
School, to be held Monday through
Friday, July 10 to 14, at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield.

Sessions will take place from 9
a.m. to noon each day, with an addi-
tional celebration for all participat-
ing families on Thursday evening.

Open to children ages three through
sixth grade, “Adventure of the Trea-
sure Seekers” will utilize an archaeo-
logical dig to help youngsters explore
how all people are treasures in God’s
eyes.

The cost is $25 per student, al-
though scholarship help is available
if needed. The First United Method-
ist Church is located at One East
Broad Street. For more information,
please call the church office at (908)
233-4211.

Vitamin Sale
Buy 1 Get 2nd  - 1/2 Price

Back To Nature
13 Walnut Avenue, Cranford

1-888-686-4276

(With This Ad - Expires May 28, 2006)
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GLUTEN FREE FOODS

 HOMEPATHICS
Over 200 in Stock

Business

Embroidery Customer

Of  The Week

Tony & Nick Archambault
Falcon Graphics Inc.

Town Embroidery
102 Quimby Street

908 233 -1221
www.townembroidery.com

Dinner Dance June 10
To Benefit St. Jude

COUNTY – The 11th Annual Coun-
try Western Dinner Dance to benefit
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
will be held on Saturday, June 10,
from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Gran Centuri-
ons, 440 Madison Hill Road in Clark.

Tickets are $35 each ($40 if pur-
chased after Wednesday, May 31)
and include a sit down prime rib din-
ner, plus beer, wine and soda. The
event will feature Miss Babs and the
Kickin’ Boogie Band along with disk
jockeys Jim and Wanda York, plus 50/
50 raffles and door prizes.

Founded by entertainer Danny Tho-
mas, St. Jude treats children regard-
less of their family’s ability to pay.
The Memphis, Tenn. hospital is dedi-
cated to improving treatment for, as
well as seeking the causes, cures and
prevention of, leukemia, Hodgkin’s
disease, sickle cell anemia and other
childhood diseases. For more infor-
mation and tickets, please call Ray
Fleming at (732) 382-7167.


