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By Mark Ciarrocca
Westfield Councilman Ward 3

In his State-of-the-Town address given
early this year, Mayor Andy Skibitsky
outlined some of the budget challenges
that face the town council this year.
Westfield has a number of mandated pay-
ments that we must make. These include
payment of over $600,000 to the Rahway
Valley Sewage Authority for upgrades
they are required to make. The State is
requiring a contribution to the pension
fund of over $700,000, while health in-
surance cost continue to spiral.

The revenue to the town is limited.
Most residents do not realize that only
about 16 percent of their property tax bill
goes to run the town. The balance is paid
to the Board of Education and the county.
The state and county are also paid signifi-
cant portions of other items of revenue.
For example, we are required to send
$11.50 from every $20 parking ticket to
the State of New Jersey.

Given these challenging fiscal times,
we need to develop creative ways to use
our tax dollars in the most efficient ways,
while continuing to improve the level of
service the town provides to the residents.
One of the best ways to spend our money
is to look for ways to share services with
our school board, as well as with neigh-
boring municipal governments. In his
State-of-the-Town address, Mayor
Skibitsky asked that I take the lead and
develop an organized and focused plan
for shared services.

Westfield presently is engaged in a num-
ber of service agreements. The best example
of this is the Westfield Regional Health
Department, which contracts with seven other
municipalities to provide required health
services. This arrangement allows us to pro-
vide first class health services, while spread-
ing the administrative costs over eight towns.
We also have other service arrangements
with the Board of Education and neighbor-
ing towns such as Scotch Plains.

Over the next few months, residents
will be seeing extensive discussion of,
and implementation of shared service ar-

rangements. We initially have taken an
inventory of all present shared services
arrangements. The best place to start to
develop other shared services arrange-
ments is right here in town by working
with our schools.

One of Mayor Skibitsky’s priorities
has been to improve the working rela-
tionship with the Board of Education.
The school board has also made improv-
ing this relationship one of their goals.
We have already met on a number of
occasions to begin to investigate pos-
sible ways in which we can jointly lever-
age our resources to improve efficien-
cies. I am certain that the residents of
Westfield will greatly benefit from this
spirit of cooperation.

Some of the ideas we will explore
include having the town take over all field
maintenance, having the school board
include in the town’s annual street paving
bids any paving work needed on school
property or having the town’s office sup-
plies bid out jointly with the school’s.

In the second phase of the plan, I will
look to meet with representatives of neigh-
boring towns to see where we can work
together. For example, would we save
money if we jointly bid out for our bulk
waste pick-up with some neighboring
towns? With that said, we would still look
for sharing opportunities that arise.

For example, Jim Gildea, our Town
Administrator, and I recently met with
our counterparts from Scotch Plains to
discuss some joint prospects.

As the mayor has stated, Westfield
faces challenging fiscal times. This town
council, however, is determined to come
up with creative ways to provide first
class municipal services in the most cost
effective manner. I believe that a focused,
shared services plan with be a successful
way to allow us to do more with less.

Please contact me should you have any
comments or suggestions about this pro-
cess. You can reach me at
mciarrocca@westfieldnj.net.

Shared Services Will Help
To Spend Our Money Wisely

Town Views

Tax Counselor Thanks
Area Supporters

On behalf of the TCE Program (tax
counseling to the elderly), I would like to
thank the following organizations for the
use of their facilities to allow our volun-
teer counselors to prepare income tax
forms for senior citizens and low-income
persons without any charge: Westfield
Community Center, St. Helen’s Catholic
Church, and Scotch Plains and Westfield
Senior Housing Buildings.

A special thanks to director Meg Kolaya
and her staff at the Scotch Plains Library
to allow us to prepare tax forms five days
a week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Also, thanks
to TV channels 34, 35 and 36, and the
newspapers for publicizing the program.

Through everyone’s cooperation, we
prepared over 2,050 returns and assisted
over 1,450 persons.

Edward Evans
Scotch Plains

Former State Senator
Spending Cuts Lauded

In the 1980’s, State Senator James
Wallwork, also a businessman, submit-
ted 79 ways to reduce state spending.
Here are just two of the proposals.

General: Mandate a percentage alloca-
tion for audits (not exceeding 2 percent)
to be written into the budget to ensure
constant external monitoring of state pro-
grams with analysis of performance stan-
dards. Audits would be administered by
the Office of Fiscal Affairs which would
be authorized to contract with outside
firms for audit so that each independent
investigatory unit could assess fund use
and performance. This would eliminate
departments or programs selecting their
own auditor and, in effect, coming up
with pre-ordained answers on perfor-
mance, responsibility and accountability.

Purchasing: Require competitive bids
for technical services such as insurance,
engineering and architectural services,
including such state authorities as the
Turnpike and Parkway in this require-
ment.

Joseph Long
Oak Ridge

Cranford Resident
Thankful For Westfield

Westfield is blessed with an atmosphere
of intellect, culture and creativity due to
the presence of the Westfield Memorial
Library, Mindowaskin Park and the Town
Book Store.

As a former employee of the Westfield
Memorial Library from January 1989
through October 1991, I was blessed to
have had a wonderful co-worker named
Meisha Boatwright. Although Ms.
Boatwright was many years younger than
me, she possessed high intelligence and
maturity far beyond her chronological
years. During the years when Meisha and
I worked at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, I enjoyed the intellectual, progres-
sive and creative atmosphere of Westfield.

For those of us who live in other towns,
an occasional trip to Westfield with a
friend can provide as much stimulation as
a visit to a big city in a neighboring state.

Marty McLoughlin
Cranford

Former Residents Offer Cartoon
Correction: Not ‘Youens,’ It’s ‘Y-all’

Having relocated to South Carolina
after living in Westfield for over thirty
years, my husband and I got a good laugh
out of a recent cartoon in The Westfield
Leader. (Yes, we enjoy receiving our old
hometown newspaper in the mail). It fea-
tured a South Carolinian waitress saying
in her southern drawl, “If youens are
fixin’ to ate, I’ll skeeter up some viddles.”

We just have one correction to make:
It’s not “youens” — it’s “y’all.” “Y’all” is
used in the singular and the plural, as well
as in the possessive; e.g., “Y’all’s new car

is really nice.”
We’ve been living in South Carolina

for just a little over a year now, and “y’all”
is already slipping from our tongues. It
has a nice soft, friendly ring to it and
somehow sounds a lot better than “you
guys.”

See y’all the next time we take a trip
back up north!

Carol and Ralph Miller
Mount Pleasant, SC

(formerly of Westfield)

Clean-up Of Mindowaskin Park
Showed Community’s Commitment

National Volunteer week ended with a
picture perfect day for our annual spring
clean up of Mindowaskin Park on April
29. Over 50 volunteers, along with many
board members worked hard all day do-
ing raking, weeding, sanding, picking up
trash, and various other tasks. All did an
amazing job in continuing this great tradi-
tion in our community.

Our newest board members, Rose
Clemson, Paul Nazzaro and Maria
Antokas, joined in the fun with Council-
women Vicki Kimmins and Jo Ann
Neylan, and Mayor Andy Skibitsky. What
a wonderful showing of how well our
community works together.

We were fortunate to have Manhattan
Bagel join the many long-time supporters
of Mindowaskin Park that also includes

this newspaper, Williams Nursery, A.
Pigna & Sons Masons, CR Stock Land-
scape Design, Bartlett Tree Experts, TSS
Handyman Services, Vincentsen Associ-
ates LLP, Master Memorials, H. David
Rogers, David Foltz, esq., Dickerson
Landscape Contractors, and the Garden
Club of Westfield along with hundreds of
volunteers who either contribute their
time, talents or treasures to Mindowaskin.
Together with the police department, rec-
reation department, town council, and
department of public works, we all work
in cooperation to ensure the historic sig-
nificance of the park is maintained and
protected. Through the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, the park has been
designated a Westfield historic site.

Westfield owes a large debt of grati-
tude to William Edgar Reeve for helping
to acquire the land we now know as
Mindowaskin, as well as being one of the
founders of the Westfield YMCA. Ac-
cording to The Westfield Leader of Nov.
6, 1907 He led the fundraising campaign
of “25 cents to $25,” raising $2,000 from
250 citizens of the town.

Councilman A. L. Russell, a member
of the park commission, spoke in appre-
ciation of the contributors and “praised
highly the successful effort of W. E. Reeve,
who secured the money.” Part of the
Reeve property was acquired to complete
the park in time for the 1918 wartime
ceremony attended by many including
the Governor of New Jersey, Walter Edge.
Without the action of this important fam-
ily, we wouldn’t have this beautiful pas-
sive park that truly is the ‘jewel’ of
Westfield. How fortunate for Westfield
that the family’s legacy is being saved by
the Westfield Historical Society. Inter-
estingly, the Reeve family helped give us
Mindowaskin and, in turn, the people of
Westfield are going to help save their
house and the town’s history along with
it. Pretty amazing. Really makes you be-
lieve in what goes around, comes around.

Please look for an upcoming town-
wide mailing that will announce the latest
improvements to come to Mindowaskin.
Thank you again to all who contribute to
this town, in the past, present and future.

Debby Burslem, President
Friends of Mindowaskin Park

School Elections in November?
Ending Public Budget Votes?

Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield)
this week proposed some major changes in the
school election process. Mr. Green, who chairs
the Housing and Local Government Committee,
has proposed moving school elections from April
to Election Day in November. This might be a
good idea — one that we have supported in the
past.

The turnout for school elections is dismal. April
poll hours, and from 2 to 9 p.m. throughout most
of the state, seem aimed to avoid the general
public who pays most of the bills. As in other parts
of democracy, school governance and review of
priorities would profit from greater voting access
and public participation, in our opinion.

On the one hand, the Abbott funding mandate
creates a huge mess. It encumbers taxpayers state-
wide who have no say over the money and it doesn’t
solve the education problems of the targeted youths.
Very few people are encouraged to vote in the
Abbott districts, leading many to clamor that there
is a serious problem of accountability – perhaps
worse. Those that end up taking control of these
$billions haven’t faced a significant electorate.

On the opposite end of the spectrum, Westfield
expanded school election hours this year to 7 a.m.
to 9 p.m. After the school budget was defeated last
year, the result this year was the highest turnout in
30 years for a school vote, and the budget passed.
Still, the turnout, although greatest in the county,
was a dismal 25 percent, or so – compare this to
about 60 percent turnout in the general elections.

We agree with Mr. Green that separate school
board elections are expensive. New Jersey already
has three regular elections dates: school board in
April, primary in June and general election in
November. Extra school bond referendums are
held on separate dates as well, such as right before
Christmas vacation.

Mr. Green also proposes to end the public’s
opportunity to vote on school budgets. He rea-
soned that New Jersey is one of only 10 states that
still votes on BOE spending plans. In our view,
that is not necessarily a reason to remove voters
from the process. It makes us nervous to think of
further concentrating the power into 80
assemblypersons and 40 senators that have not
proved to be responsible for the taxpayers’ money
to begin with.

Still, Mr. Green’s proposal certainly would shake
up the control in the state by the NJEA (New
Jersey Education Association, et al).

Assemblyman Green and his committee advise
only sending budgets for voter approval if the
proposed budgets exceed the state-mandated cap
– but isn’t a “cap” a “cap?” In his release, Assem-
blyman Green states that, “Budget referendums
are only giving people a false sense of security.”

What Assemblyman Green says is true, as pub-
lic voting on school budgets is largely symbolic.
Even in defeat, the budgets merely pass to town
councils who make minor alterations, then ap-
prove them anyway. Still, the voters at least have
a chance to send a message.

If anything, the public should be voting on the
total property tax levy to be allowed. Then, the
county, towns and schools should be forced to
arrange priorities and formulate their budgets
within the total tax revenue authorized by the

voters. The counties, towns and municipalities
would be forced to defend their spending plans
with each other. As it stands now, this is missing
from the system.

In our view, the whole process is reversed and
the public is kept divided by those that split the
pie. Budgets should only be formulated based on
knowledge of how much money is available to
spend. Further, awarding contracts with open-
ended and unrestricted commitments for health,
retirement and other benefits is wrong. All con-
tracts should have a measurable and defined com-
mitment. Plus, the commitment should come with
it a forced, funding mechanism. Everything should
be “pay as you go.”

To make a point on this, policemen and
firefighters have money deducted on each pay-
check to pay for their portion of their benefits, yet
for seven years, the state and local governments
have not been putting their share into the fund.
Now, governments are finally forced to start pay-
ing before it goes bankrupt – yet, the police and
firefighters are being blamed for the “increases.”

Proper contract management might also compel
insurance, health and law firms to become more
competitive and bring them under review; and to
arrive at better products and services. As it now
stands, it’s “Pay to Play” at its best. Spend a little
time reviewing how many senators and assembly-
men have insurance companies or law firms that
do business with the government; also, examine
where the campaign contributions come from.

In contrast, every year, businesses review their
contracts for employee benefits based on the best
providers and the available money. If there are
insufficient funds for increases demanded from
current providers, then another provider and an
adjusted package is arranged. Not so in govern-
ment – taxes are just increased.

If we are going to talk spending caps, let’s give
one cap across the board – say based on inflation,
or as approved by the voters. If county, municipal
and school officials all had one pot of money
limited in total, we might really start to see the
cutting of budget fat, reduction in “play to play,”
increase productivity, lowered malfeasance, and
less corruption. Also, government doesn’t neces-
sarily have to increase every year – might there be
a year where it’s appropriate for taxes and spend-
ing to decrease?

We think that more of the money would find its
way to the intended social purpose, such as teach-
ing and improving the lot of the kids in Abbott
school districts. Fewer mayors, other elected offi-
cials and their friends would have yachts and bank
accounts in the Cayman Islands. The rampant
property tax increases would be brought under
control – something that the legislature has proven
incapable of achieving.

We welcome Mr. Green’s attempts, and that of
others, to reform the system. Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks has been calling for change for
some time now. We agree — It’s needed now.

While the state’s fiscal mess cannot be fixed all
at once, we are eager to see what compromises our
state legislators approve in the end. We encourage
the public to continue to keep the pressure on state
officials who are in the final weeks of making
fixes to the state budget prior to its July 1 due date.

WF Reader Writes
‘Shame on All of You’
How ironic that the gender orientation-

driven assault of a Westfield High School
student on April 26 remained in the dark and
unreported to this community until high
school PTSO President Lisa Quackenbush’s
letter to the editor was published deep in the
inner pages of The Westfield Leader’s May
11 issue – the same issue that emblazoned
on its front page the headline “Neighbors
Seek Action Following Arrest of Four
Hillcrest Students.”

How ironic that, as reported by Ms.
Quackenbush, not one student intervened
during the assault or helped the student after
the assault while, on the other hand, a neigh-
borhood is enraged, outraged, and driven to
enlist town officials “to discuss solutions to
the [Hillcrest Academy] problem.”

Folks – like it or not – This is Westfield;
a town that buries its most painful and
difficult issues, and commits time and
attention to maintaining its pristine image
as a family friendly community.

Shame on all of you who refuse to see
the big picture, and who refuse to ac-
knowledge the real issues that confront
this community and its schools.

Cindy Miller, Esq.
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Inchoation – An early stage or begin-
ning
2. Inauration – The process of covering
with gold
3. Yperite – Mustard gas
4. Varioloid – A mild form of smallpox

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

THURIFEROUS
1. Grayish blue
2. Sparkling; glittering
3. Sensitivity to art and beauty; good taste
4. Bearing frankincense

PLEON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A string of pearls
3. The abdomen of any crustacean
4. Second-class; something of lesser value

INTAGLIATED
1. Interlaced or linked
2. Engraved or stamped in
3. Furrowed or grooved
4. Twining about; twisting

INSPISSATE
1. Thickened by evaporation
2. Salty; saline
3. Desolate; barren
4. Soiled and wrinkled

GW Mayor Should Not
Run Unopposed

Regarding the upcoming elections and
candidate coverage in Garwood, the various
local newspapers note that the Garwood
mayor is running unopposed. Each time I see
that remark, it reminds me of a story once told
to me by a person from a Caribbean island.

This sage islander explained to me
about how their leaders of the village
should be chosen. It appears that the in-
cumbent leader must never be unopposed
when running for the high village posi-
tion, so a second person is always chosen
to run against him. I asked him why?
Simply, he said, if he is unopposed and
continually is the leader, it could get to a
situation where the leader can point at a
crooked tree and say it is straight. And
there is no one present that can disagree.

This simple anecdote is so applicable to our
Garwood. The present mayor is now running
unopposed for the second time. This should
not be so. There should always be a choice for
the people, someone to help point out realities
for the people. Crooked is not straight.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

WF Rec. Dept. Thanks
Night Place Volunteers
On behalf of the Westfield Recreation

Department and the 3,500 students who
participated in the department’s Night Place
program during the 2006-2007 school year,
I thank the numerous parent volunteers for
their time, energy, enthusiasm, and com-
mitment to this year’s program.

Christine Tarantino and Joel Baker need
to be acknowledged for their parent lead-
ership and support throughout the year as
well. The program ran smoothly because
of everyone’s outstanding efforts. I also
thank Chuck Ropars and Ray Bevere of
the Recreation Department for their ex-
cellent managing of the program over the
years. The success of “Night Place” is
largely due to the commitment of every-
one involved. Your “above and beyond”
efforts have not gone unnoticed or unap-
preciated.

Again, please accept our sincere ap-
preciation in helping provide successful
events for our teen-aged residents. Hope
to see you all next year!

Traci Kastner
Westfield Rec. Dept.

Remember Our Troops
This Memorial Day

Each and every day the men and women
who serve in the United States Armed
Forces make sacrifices. Unfortunately,
some die in the line of duty making the
ultimate sacrifice.

The liberties and freedom we enjoy as
Americans has been preserved only by the
blood, sweat, tears, and yes, the lives of our
soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen. Too
many people take our rights for granted, and
do not stop to consider that the price of
democracy cannot be calculated in mon-
etary terms alone. Human life is so precious
that it is priceless. Yet for centuries, men
and women have been willing to die for the
rights guaranteed by our Constitution.

As Memorial Day approaches, I wish to
remind everyone that they can show their
gratitude and respect for those who have
died for freedom and democracy by attend-
ing one of the many Memorial Day ceremo-
nies and activities that will take place
throughout our state. We shall never forget.

Joseph Gugliuzza
State Commander

Trenton

Letters to the Editor
Another Letter on Page 18


