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SIXTY CENTS

Town Council Adopts Budget, 8-1,
After Debate Over Legal Expenses
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday’s public
meeting, the Westfield town council
voted eight to one in favor of the 2006
municipal operating budget. In addition, the council repealed the redevelopment distinctions and passed the special improvement district (SID) budget.
Before the roll-call vote on the operating budget, Fourth Ward Councilman Tom Bigosinski formally introduced an amendment, which led to
a debate on the merits of the proposal
and councilmen accusing each other
of “playing politics.”
In total, the 2006 municipal budget
will be $33,896,440, which represents a 4.7-percent increase from
2005, while the municipal portion of
property taxes will spike to over $19
million – an 8.3 percent jump from
the previous year.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse, prior to discussion, spoke
of the “steep hill” the finance policy
committee, to which he is the chairman, faced. He regretted “voting for a
tax increase of 7.5 cents,” but felt 90
percent of increases were due to “state
budgeting problems and mandated
expenses.”
Councilman Bigosinski, in his proposal, estimated that the town could
save $47,000 in legal expenses over the
course of 2006. His recommendations
called for lowering the approved legal
budget from $230,000 to $207,110 and
changing the “fixed component of the
town attorney’s (Robert Cockren) compensation from a $54,000 annual salary
to a $35,000 retainer.”
His proposal suggested lowering the
hourly rate structure paid to attorneys
designated by Mr. Cockren from $150
to $125. In addition, it called for a
similar pay rate for Labor Attorney

Tennant to Leave WHS
For So. Jersey Position
He said he had not applied for
the position of WHS principal to
WESTFIELD – Assistant Princi- replace the retiring Robert Petix.
pal Noah Tennant will leave the He said over the past few years
Westfield school system after eight Dr. Petix had explained “the inyears to accept a principal position sight in the some of decisions he
has made” as principal.
at a South Jersey middle school.
“I think it’s a position that deCalling the decision to leave “bitserves consistersweet,” he told
tency and lonThe Westfield
gevity,” he said,
Leader he has acsaying that he
cepted the posiand his wife had
tion of principal
planned on reat Haddonfield
turning closer to
Middle School
their family roots
(HMS)
in
in Pennsylvania.
Haddonfield, a
He said he
Philadelphia
suburb.
learned a great
deal
from
“The smaller
Westfield adenvironment (at
ministration and
H a d d o n fi e l d )
staff.
will be a little a
“It is going to
more conducive
be hard to have
to having a perto walk away
sonal relationNoah Tennant
from this place,”
ship with students,” Mr. Tennant said, noting Mr. Tennant said.
He holds a master’s degree in eduHMS has 560 students.
Mr. Tennant joined the district as cation administration from the Teacha seventh- and eight-grade language ers College at Columbia University
arts teacher at Edison Intermediate and a bachelor’s degree in secondary
School, and he has been an assistant education from the University of
principal at Westfield High School Delaware.
(WHS) for the past four years. He
District spokeswoman Lorre
said Edison has 150 to 200 students Korecky said it is district policy to
more than Haddonfield Middle.
post all vacant positions for staff
“I’m excited about it,” he said of and to publish advertisements externally in newspapers.
the new position.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

DWC Comments on Plan to
Rein In Overdevelopment
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Fourth Ward
Councilman Jim Foerst sought feedback on the proposed plan to “control
over-development” in Westfield at
Monday night’s meeting of the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC).
Mr. Foerst first introduced the plan
publicly at the town council meeting
on May 2. Now he’s bringing it to the
people of Westfield. “Our goal is to
bring this to as many groups and
people as we possibly can,” he said.
The plan, which will not impact commercial buildings, proposes changes in
three areas: height, accessory structures and floor to area ratio (FAR).
Councilman Foerst, who chairs the
council’s Code Review and Town
Property committee, said the goal is
to “curtail overdevelopment while

maintaining our residents’ ability to
grow in their present homes.”
Town council liaison to the DWC
Sal Caruana added that the proposed
plan would limit home expansion
potential in some cases.
“The law is written to capture and
maintain development for 90 percent
of our homeowners.”
“There’s a trade-off,” he said. “In
order to avoid someone building a
McMansion next to you, you’re going to have less expansion potential
on your own house.”
Board member Dominick Verdic
voiced concern that the proposed plan
could hurt property values if developers are too restricted. He suggested
that developers will not pay the same
money for a lot on which they are no
longer allowed to build, by their stanCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Rick Danser, who, along with his firm,
earns $175 an hour. Councilman
Bigosinski called for $150 paid to Mr.
Danser and $125 to all other attorneys.
The councilman asked, since the
“finance committee worked hard to
reduce staff and cut costs, why it
can’t adopt the same belt-tightening
approach to the legal department,”
which the councilman referred to as
the “sacred cow of the town.”
Councilman Echausse retorted and
asked, “Why did you not vote ‘no’ (on
the budget introduction) a couple of
weeks ago? Tonight, by voting no,
you’re flip-flopping. I find it deplorable
that you gave your memo to the press
before you even publicly discussed it
before the town council. Are we talking
about policy or politics here?”
Finance committee member and
Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca added that “Councilman
Bigosinski has based his ideas on
what he admits is a paucity of data.
And while his comments seem politically expedient, many of his ideas fail
when only the surface of the data
upon which he relies is scratched.”
Councilman Ciarrocca refuted claims
found in what he deemed “cherrypicked” data Councilman Bigosinski
provided, which compared the rate
similar towns pay their respective attorneys.
One example cites Nutley, whose
town attorney earns a salary of
$44,000. “At first blush,” Councilman Ciarrocca said, “one may think
that the councilman is on to something, until you take a closer look. In
addition to the town attorney’s
$44,000 salary, Nutley has an assistant town attorney at another $44,000,
a rent-leveling attorney at $6,500,
and they pay their zoning and planning board attorneys about twice what
we pay ours.”
Councilman Bigosinski said he
wasn’t “saying they’re managed better,” but only sought to provide a
benchmark when comparing competi
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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GENEROUS TOWN — Westfield United Way (WUW) representatives chant “Thanks Westfielders,” last week as they
celebrate completion of the 2005-06 goal of $700,000. Pictured from left to right are: Mark Elsasser, Westfield “Y”; Frank
Sullebarger, Youth & Family Counseling Service; Joe Fox, Jewish Family Service; Wendy Gooch, Prevention Links; Frank
Caragher, ARC of Union County; David Owens, CONTACT We Care; Ken Brucatto, Cerebral Palsey League; Rachel
Arasin, Westfield Day Care Center; Tom Cusimano, WUW campaign chair; Linda Maggio, WUW executive director;
Carolyn Fleder, WUW board president; Joanne Oppelt, Community Access Unlimited; Gail Miller, Jewish Community
Center; Susan Chan, Visiting Health Services; Ann Genlot, Girl Scouts; Maureen Kaufmann, American Red Cross; Martine
Cohen, Central Jersey Legal Services; Elsie Hemmings, Boy Scouts; Thelma Smith, Westfield Community Center; Joe
Palmer, Mental Health Association; Marie Sloan, Mobile Meals of Westfield.

Hillcrest Increases Security;
Officials to Hold Public Meeting
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Parents concerned for the safety of their children
who live in the Tamaques School
district near Hillcrest Academy, at
728 Westfield Avenue, met with officials on May 9 to discuss the series of
problems with students who attend
the academy. The Westfield Board of
Education (BOE) leases the facility
to the Union County Education Services Commission (UCESC).
Westfield School District Superintendent Dr. William Foley, UCESC
Superintendent Edward Hartnett,
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
Police Chief John Parizeau, Town
Councilmen David Haas and Mark
Ciarocca, BOE President Ann Riegel
and Business Administrator Robert

BOE Discusses Fifth-Grade
Annex, Enrollment Report
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of education continued discussion at
Tuesday’s meeting on the Citizen’s
Advisory Committee on Enrollment
(CACE) Report and the alternative
option of creating a centralized fifthgrade school at each of the town’s two
intermediate schools.
Dr. Foley presented the board with
a PowerPoint presentation outlining
the possibility for creating a fifthgrade “school within a school” at
Edison and Roosevelt schools.
“One of the options that came up at
the last meeting was the option to
move the fifth grade. I did not want to
react to it until I had some serious
thoughts,” he said.
“First and foremost, we do not have
a place to move 24 sections of fifth
grade. Lincoln School does not have
the space for fifth grade. Lincoln is
not an option,” he continued. “What
Jill Brown suggested (at the meeting
on Tuesday, May 9) was that we add
space onto the intermediate schools.
When you do this, you have very
large intermediate schools.”
Dr. Foley continued, “Roosevelt will
have 1,100 students, Edison will have
over 900. I cannot tell you that middle
schools are good at that size. Fifth
graders are emotionally different than
seventh and eighth graders. Fifth graders are little; they are still closer to
being children than teenagers. I do not
think that this is a good idea.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEVELOPMENT – FROM THIS TO THAT?...The Town of Westfield is considering significant changes to development
rules to control the nature of teardowns and rebuilds. This home on Summit Avenue, labeled a remodeling, illustrates
motivations for controversial changes in the rules being proposed and under consideration at the planning board meeting
tonight. The remodeling status last year is shown on the left, with current conditions in the photo on the right.

Dr. Foley also said that another
factor is cost. “If we add 20 classrooms, the heating impact and stress
on facilities is going to cost more
money. Yes you will get more rooms
and yes you’ll get more space.”
He said that the recommendations of
the CACE to go with the “Early Childhood Center” at Jefferson and Washington Schools, is the better solution.
He explained that an early childhood
center or centralized kindergarten would
cost the district less than the fifth-grade
annex idea and might gain revenue for
the district by bringing back more special education programs such as a follow up to the pre-school autistic class
currently located at Edison.
He explained, “In the case of kindergarten, it provides small classes for all
children, regardless of neighborhood
and available space and numbers. Kindergarten staff is largely isolated now.
Putting kindergarten staff together allows them to plan together, for special
programs, assemblies, and trips.”
“The last thing that you need to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Berman attended the meeting.
Regarding police activity at the facility, Chief Parizeau confirmed that
there has been a “higher amount of
calls there than normal schools,
mostly for disorderly conduct or fighting among students.”
“Security measures will be enforced at Hillcrest Academy to keep
the students properly supervised,” Dr.
Foley told The Leader.
“We are, however, continuing to
explore the financial feasibility of
relocating our administrative offices
to the Lincoln School facility. We are
waiting for the requested appraisal
on the Elm Street building, where the
administrative offices are currently
located,” he said.
Mr. Hartnett said at the meeting that
there are two programs located at
Hillcrest Academy facility. One program is the IAEP (Interim Alternative
Education Program). These students
rotate in and out of Hillcrest as a result
of a problem at their public school. This
program can hold up to 17 students.
The other program, AHP (Alternative High School Program), holds 80
students. According to Mr. Hartnett,
these are the students with whom the
residents have been having trouble.
According to an e-mail sent from
concerned parents Sue Hopper and
Lisa Stern, Elizabeth High School has
requested that these students be removed from the Elizabeth school system for a variety of reasons. The current policy is that they are bused to and
from Elizabeth and are not allowed off
the grounds within school hours.

Police Arrest 18-Year County
Employee for Welfare Theft
COUNTY – Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow announced Tuesday that charges against
a social services employee have been
upgraded to second-degree theft. Dorothy Morasse, 48, has been charged
with depositing $144,000 in public
assistance checks into her checking

DPW Dir. Resigns; County
Investigates Illegal Dumping
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY –Union County officials
announced Tuesday that Frank Dann of
Berkeley Heights has officially resigned
as director of the county’s department
of public works and engineering.
A county spokesman would not
comment on whether the resignation
is connected to the administrative review of how 13,000 tons of contaminated soil was dumped at the countyowned 150-acre Houdaille Quarry in
Springfield over a 10- to 20-day period in March and April.
“Frank E. Dann, Jr., on a voluntary
basis, after 32 years of service to
Union County has decided to retire
and is taking advantage of a soon-tobe-approved early retirement incentive program. He is leaving Union
County to seek other ventures and
opportunities,” said county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia, in reading a
prepared statement on Tuesday.
Mr. Dann was paid $112,000. Ron
Zuber, a project manager in the office
of County Manager George Devanney,

There is now a full-time police
officer assigned to the facility, funded
by the UCESC. The school also has
operating metal detectors, according
to the e-mail.
As of May 12, students must take
the bus service provided by the
UCESC. If they are expelled from the
bus, then they are expelled from the
school, according to Mr. Hartnett.
Ms. Riegel told The Leader, “If
there were inappropriate things happening, I would like to look at the
lease. The UCESC is taking steps to
alleviate this problem; the BOE did
not get any complaints about this
situation until last week.”
Ms. Hopper and Ms. Stern confirmed
that since October 28, 2005, there have
been 48 police calls to the academy.
“There have been (calls relating to)
narcotics, terrorist threats, arson, simple
assaults, drugs and medical injuries,”
Ms. Stern said. “If that’s not evidence
enough that there is a problem I don’t
know what is,” she said.
Parents are waiting to receive a copy
of the lease agreement between the
UCESC and the district to determine if
there have been any violations.
Dr. Foley, Mr. Hartnett and a member of the police department will meet
with the public on Monday, June 5, at
7:30 p.m. at Hillcrest Academy to
address the residents concerns.
The school’s website describes itself as an “alternative education program for young people who have the
intellectual ability to achieve, but who
need a highly structured, personalized
environment in which to succeed.”

has been named acting director of the
department of public works and engineering. He is paid $75,939 in his
current position.
The soil was dumped at the site by
V.A. Spatz and Sons, which is cooperating with county officials. “V.A. Spatz
and Sons acted under the assumption
they could bring outside soil to the
quarry, which highlighted the lack of
sufficient controls and procedures in
place at the quarry,” Mr. Delia wrote.
In a press release issued Tuesday,
county officials said that environmental tests found “minor levels of
petrolium-based contaminents” and
a “slightly higher level of contamination in a second unidentified soil pile.”
New procedures announced Monday by the county will include installation of security cameras, a central
single-point-of-access entry, improved fencing and gating and a computerized login system.

account over the past four years.
Mr. Romankow said Morasse is
charged with taking 78 separate
checks since 2002 and depositing
them into her checking account.
County police detectives first arrested Morasse on May 4 and charged
her with depositing a $2,790 public
assistance check that she had illegally made out to herself. She was
arrested on May 4 by county police at
the county’s social services building
on Westminster Avenue in Elizabeth.
Morasse, who lives in Brooklyn,
improperly gave an address in Elizabeth as her place of residence while
working for the county.
Morasse, who worked with the division for 18 years, was charged with
attempting to cash the check in her
own name from the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) program, according to Union County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska in a press
release issued last week by the county’s
Public Information Department.
She was arrested and charged on
the additional charges by county detectives on Monday at the Elizabeth
train station.
As a data control clerk, she was
responsible for the reconciliation of
bank statements from the TANF program. Her salary was $43,394, according to a list of county employee
salaries obtained by The Westfield
Leader.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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MS Council Adopts Budget;
Taxes to Increase $453,883
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Unanimously
adopting Mountainside’s 2006 municipal budget of $9,461,532 on Tuesday
evening, Mayor Robert Viglianti and the
council announced that the plan represents an increase of $141 per averaged
accessed home of $159,000. A total of
$5,336,965 will be raised in local taxes,
up $453,883 from 2005.
As previously reported, the mayor noted
that police salaries were up $120,000, the
library was up by $62,650, and the annual
assessment to the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority would increase by $92,238.
Total salaries are up $103,876 to $3.4
million.
He also reported that borough employee
health insurance was increasing by
$35,000, police retirement costs were up
by $90,176 and employee retirement
would increase by $16,466. Gasoline for
vehicles was up by $11,000, gas and heat
for the municipal building was up $10,000,
while electric would increase by $8,000.
Borough Attorney John Post explained
a unanimously passed “no knock” registry ordinance, passed upon its first reading. He said that a previously adopted
ordinance in which commercial, religious
and charitable organizations had to register with the borough police department

before going “door to door” was found
“illegal and unconstitutional” by the courts
after a local environmental group questioned First Amendment rights.
He said that because of the court rulings, Mountainside citizens wishing to
exercise the right not to be solicited must
ask borough police to be place them on a
“no solicitation list.” Then, the resident
must place a small sign clearly marked
“no solicitation.” The second reading and
public hearing for this ordinance will be
read next month.
The council passed upon second reading an ordinance to appropriate $240,000
to resurface Central Avenue. The mayor
noted that this was the third and final
portion of Central Avenue to be resurfaced, and that $140,000 of the work
would be funded through a grant from the
New Jersey Department of Transportation (DOT).
A second reading for an ordinance to
appropriate $15,800 from the Capital
Improvement Fund to conduct municipal
storm-water pipe mapping was also
adopted per new state requirements.
The mayor said that the state has not
only mandated that all storm sewers be
mapped, but that in the near future they
will all have to be remodeled and contain
filters. He said these changes would cost
the borough approximately $500,000.

Westfield Bd. of Education
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

think about is the future. One day the
district will have a full-day kindergarten,” Dr. Foley said.
“What if we do nothing? Kindergarten
children will continue to be faced with
placement in non-neighborhood schools
in order to create space,” he said.
The board then discussed both of the
options with board members Ann Carey
and Jane Clancy interested in exploring
the fifth-grade annex idea and finding out
what costs would be involved. “The thing
is, I like the idea that one solution solves
both problems. We need to know how
much it would cost,” Ms. Carey said.
Ms. Clancy, a former CACE member,
said she would like to explore the fifthgrade annex option and find out how
other districts have created a fifth-grade
school within a school in the past. “Either
way, if we look at fifth grade or kindergarten, we are looking at a program
change. A big pro for me is that I see it
solving our problem on many levels. In
Scotch Plains, they have a separate program and school for fifth grade,” she said.
The other board members supported
the idea of a centralized kindergarten for
a variety of reasons, such as cost and the

effects of separating fifth graders. “The
bottom line is, I don’t think that four- and
five-year-olds will care what building
they go to for school; parents will, and
fifth graders will, too,” board member
Richard Solomon said.
Board member and CACE member
Julia Walker said, “I disagree with the
attractiveness of solving the middleschool problem because of the size of the
building. The number of bodies in a building changes the dynamic of the building.
Growing a school from 750 to 1,100 is not
what we are trying to build.”
If the decision were to do nothing, then
the district might consider putting up temporary trailers, which would “take up a lot
of playground space at schools like Wilson,” Dr. Foley said.
“I philosophically disagree with the
idea of containing children in a classroom,” said Beth Cassie, board member
and chair of the CACE. “Maybe the fact
that 30 percent of parents in Westfield
choose private kindergarten is because
they are dissatisfied with the program.”
The board will continue the discussion
at its next meeting, Tuesday, June 6 at 301
Elm Street.

THE LAW FIRM
OF
DUGHI & HEWIT, P.C.,
WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND ITS SINCERE
APPRECIATION TO THOSE WHO ATTENDED ITS
DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST APRIL AND MAY IN
SHORT HILLS, NJ.
PARTNERS, MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ., RICHARD A.
OUTHWAITE, ESQ., AND APRIL L. KATZ, ESQ., WERE
WELL RECEIVED BY THOSE WHO ATTENDED.
THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE AND
MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL ADVICE.
AS A RESULT OF THE APPRECIATED INTEREST,
ADDITIONAL SEMINARS WILL BE SCHEDULED. ALL
DATES WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH
TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION,
PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200.

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Susan Cook

CUTE WHEN LITTLE...Goslings thrive and enjoy their home at Mindowaskin
Park in Westfield. Adult Canada Geese represent a point of controversy as they
cause a messy nuisance for humans in the park.

DWC Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

dards, a sizeable home.
One concern was the proposed change
in how a home’s volume is calculated.
The new FAR will incorporate both habitable and non-habitable space in the total
square footage of the home. That means
that space like garages and cathedral ceilings will be included in the square footage. Currently, square footage is measured by liveable space only.
The new FAR means homeowners and
developers will have to consider more
square footage when calculating their
building allowances.
Mr. Verdic voiced concern that this
new formula will limit the amount of
allowable living space on the first floor
because of the sheer volume of a garage.
And while the need for space may encourage homeowners to forego an attached
garage, he noted that it might have a
negative aesthetic impact because cars
and other vehicles would then be parked
outside. He was also concerned that homes
with no garage, or a detached garage, may
not be as desirable to buyers.
Mr. Caruana said some local developers initially met the plan with a “deny,
deny, deny, and distort” campaign. He
said he encourages them to unite and
make a counter-proposal. “It would be
good if they came forward with their own
initiative that had teeth also.”
“We really need the community to buy
in, to understand where we’re going,” he
said.
Mr. Foerst said the question of whether
overdevelopment in Westfield is problematic and is still up for debate among
residents. He said that the number of
demolitions per year increased from seven
to 73 in four years.
There will be a public hearing on the
proposed plan at tonight’s Planning Board
meeting at 8 p.m. at Town Hall. Details of
the plan are available online at
www.westfieldnj.com.
In other news, Mr. Caruana applauded
the DWC and the town in their joint effort
to bring the Downtown Improvement Plan

to fruition. The six-year plan will roll out
in three phases. It has been nine years in
the making.
DWC Chairman David Martone
pointed out “we’re using surplus to jump
start this project,” which both the town
and the DWC will finance.
Mr. Martone announced that the town
is forming a parking committee to tackle
concerns in that area. Mr. Caruana, who
will co-chair the committee, encouraged
residents to join. He said the committee
would look for “suggestions to improve
the overall efficiency of what we’re doing.”
Mr. Martone said the new director of
the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC), Naomi McElynn, would
hold a discussion on parking concerns on
Thursday, May 25.
In other news, the DWC approved
façade grants for Poppyfields, Blair
Delmonico and Café Mannino. All three
merchants received grants to cover partial costs of signage and/or awnings.
DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin announced that a new toy store
is coming to town. Ms. Cronin, who
did not provide the name of the retailer, said it is a newly formed company.
At the request of board member Dr.
Ted Schlosberg, the committee also discussed a possible promotional campaign
to encourage patrons to conserve gas by
shopping locally. Dr. Schlosberg noted
the importance of encouraging residents
to get exercise by walking or biking downtown.
Ms. Cronin said there are plans to incorporate bike racks in some parking lots
to accommodate riders.
The committee honored four past board
members for outstanding service: former
DWC chairs Doug Schwarz and Alan
DeRose, former Town Council Liaison
Larry Goldman and former Treasurer
David Capodanno.
The DWC will hold its next meeting
Monday, June 19 at 8 a.m.

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for
Pain Management

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You
NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED
AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS
• HEADACHES
• NECK PAIN
• LOW BACK PAIN
• ARTHRITIS
• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER
• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

865 Mountain Avenue
Mountainside
233033
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The attempted theft was discovered
late last month by a bank teller who noticed a welfare check made by Ms.
Morasse had been typed and not computer generated, authorities said. The clerk
notified the county social services division, which immediately contacted authorities and prompted the investigation.
“Welfare theft is an insidious crime
against needy families, individuals and taxpayers,” County Manager George Devanney
said. “We have already taken steps to ensure
that proper checks and balances are in place
to maintain the security of the program.”
The prosecutor’s office said county
police audited every account ever handled
by the defendant to see if additional funds
were illegally transferred. It was during
that process conducted with welfare department fiscal officers that the full extent
of thefts was discovered.
“The charges center around a carefully
calculated attempt to use monies intended
for citizens and illegally convert them for
her own use,” Mr. Devanney said.
Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said that Ms. Morasse was immediately suspended without pay, pending
disposition of criminal charges.
As of Tuesday, she was being held on
$50,000 cash bail set by State Superior
Court Judge John Triarsi in Elizabeth.
Mr. Romankow said she faces up to 10
years in state prison and a permanent ban
from any future public employment, along
with full restitution and loss of her job, if
convicted.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board Certified in Family Medicine

What are

UC Arrest

Town Council

Richard Mack, D.O.

908-789-9339

Westfield
Monday, May 8, Edward Carter, Jr.,
52, of Westfield was arrested in the 200
block of Cacciola Place on an outstanding
criminal warrant from Elizabeth for $381.
He was released after posting bail.
Monday, May 8, an Elizabeth resident
reported that a window was broken on her
motor vehicle while it was parked in the
900 block of Pennsylvania Avenue.
Tuesday, May 9, a Central Avenue
cosmetics business reported the shoplifting of more than $2,800 worth of merchandise. Store staff members did not
observe any suspicious activity that day
and there are no suspects in the case.
Thursday, May 11, following a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Sussex
Street, Rasheda Wiggins, 30, of Irvington
was arrested on two outstanding traffic
warrants – one from Irvington, for $79,
and the other from Newark, for $150.
Wiggins was released after posting bail.
Thursday, May 11, following an investigation on North Avenue, West, Jack D.
Lipsett, 3rd, 21, of Garwood was arrested
on two outstanding traffic warrants, including one from North Hanover, for
$150, and another from Tinton Falls, for
$114. He posted bail and was released.
Thursday, May 11, Jeanine Cistrelli, 46,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated following a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue. She
was released to a responsible individual.
Friday, May 12, Charmaine Reynolds,
38, of Newark was arrested in a municipal

tive hourly rates for attorneys. He also told
The Westfield Leader that the town code
does not provide for payment of services to
anyone other than the town attorney. “Let’s
not pay $110,000 for work performed by
men other than Bob Cockren.”
Councilman Bigosinski further told the
newspaper that Westfield taxpayers are
paying $150 an hour for services carried
out by attorneys in Mr. Cockren’s firm,
such as Peter Soares, a sixth-year associate
out of a San Francisco office who is not
admitted to practice in New Jersey, and
Michael Galligan, a fourth-year associate
from the firm’s New York office who is
also not admitted to practice in New Jersey. The councilman said by rejecting his
proposal, the budget “is not committed to
providing relief to the taxpayer.”
Third Ward Councilman David Haas
added “Tom (Bigosinski) sent the memo
to the council to review well over a month
ago. Mark (Ciarrocca) waited for this
public forum to respond and in the way he
did. If there’s any politics being played,
it’s not being played by Mr. Bigosinski.”
In other matters, the council voted to
repeal the South Avenue and Elm Street
redevelopment plans. The town anticipated on voting on a measure that would
have reverted the zoning map to its designations prior to redevelopment, but the
wrong notice was sent to and subsequently
published in The Leader.
The town also passed the SID budget at
$390,970, up $13,395 from last year’s
$377,575 budget. Salaries and wages comprise $142,920 of the total budget, and
other expenses account for $248,050.

lot behind an East Broad Street store and
charged with being a disorderly person
after two special police officers witnessed
her allegedly urinating in public.
A subsequent investigation showed
there were four outstanding traffic warrants issued for her by Newark, for a total
of $1,070. She was released with summonses on the disorderly person charge
plus an additional charge of littering from
a vehicle but was held in lieu of bail on the
warrants.
Sunday, May 14, after being ejected from
an NJ Transit train as a disorderly person,
Rickey Robinson, 28, of Newark was arrested on several warrants, including one
criminal and two traffic warrants from Newark, for a total of $500; a criminal warrant
from East Orange, for $125, and a criminal
warrant from Clifton, for $3,500. He was
turned over to Clifton authorities.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 9, the manager of a gas
station on Route 22 reported that a darkcolored vehicle pulled into the station
and the driver produced a handgun and
demanded cash. The suspect reportedly
fled the scene with several hundred dollars.
Tuesday, May 9, a business on East
Second Street reported that an employee
stole several hundred dollars by cashing
checks belonging to the business.
Tuesday, May 9, a Canterbury Drive
resident reported being the victim of criminal mischief. The victim stated that an
unknown person scratched his car, which
was parked in front of his house.
Wednesday, May 10, the owner of a
Park Avenue business reported that someone put garbage in their dumpster.
Thursday, May 11, a resident of Mountain Avenue reported that they paid for
towels and never received them from a
company that has since gone bankrupt.
Friday, May 12, a resident of Glenside
Avenue reported that someone entered
her house during the daytime and removed her pocketbook.
Fanwood
Tuesday, May 9, Katherine A. Crincoli,
45, of Cranford was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for numerous outstanding warrants out of Dover Township, Kenilworth, Woodbridge and Union.
Wednesday, May 10, Sonia D. Scruggs,
40, of Plainfield was arrested following a
field investigation for outstanding warrants from Fanwood and Plainfield.
Thursday, May 11, Richard Sajous, 30,
of Linden was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road, which revealed an active warrant from Newark.
Thursday, May 11, Yesef S. Muhammad,
23, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at Old
South Avenue and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS).
Erin N. Myers, 22, of Plainfield, a passenger in the vehicle, was also arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Newark and
Roselle Park. She was charged with possession of a CDS.
Thursday, May 11, Dominic E. Casseus,
34, of Irvington was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at Old
South Avenue West, which revealed an
outstanding warrant out of Fanwood.
Friday, May 12, Jamar McNair, 26, of
Elizabeth was arrested on numerous outstanding warrants out of Elizabeth, Tinton
Falls and Union County following a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at Beech
Street. Jermaine West, 33, of Elizabeth, a
passenger in the vehicle, was also arrested on numerous outstanding Union
County no-bail warrants and an outstanding warrant from Carteret.
Saturday, May 13, Jessica Guzenski,
27, of Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle stop revealed an outstanding
warrant from Elizabeth.
Saturday, May 13, Melissa Samuel,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested after a motor vehicle stop evealed an outstanding
Elizabeth warrant.
Sunday, May 14, Carlos M. Smith, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop, which revealed an
outstanding warrant out of West Orange.
Monday, May 15, Robin Oniyama, 20,
of Irvington was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop revealed an outstanding Newark warrant.
Monday, May 15, Terry J. Farrow, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road and charged
with having fictitious plates. He was also
charged with obstruction after he fled on
foot during the investigation.
Monday, May 15, Derrick Harris, 36,
of Newark was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road revealed
an outstanding warrant from Evesham.
Monday, May 15, Samory K. Fritz, 21,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on Marian
Avenue following a field investigation
for an active Scotch Plains warrant.
Monday, May 15, Tony Speranza, 21,
of Rahway was arrested following an investigation and charged with burglary to
two Fanwood residents’ vehicles on April
24. Police said the burglaries took place on
Hunter Avenue and Farley Avenue.
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Superintendent Choye to Retire
After 13 Years at Helm of SP-F
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Dr. Carol
Choye announced her retirement as
superintendent of the Scotch PlainsFanwood public schools after 13
years.
Dr. Choye, who has been in education for 46 years, joined the district in
1993 from the Princeton school system, where she was superintendent
from 1986 to 1993. Prior to that she
was an associate superintendent with
the San Francisco United School District, where she began her career in
1960 as an elementary school teacher.
“Every educator should have the wonderful opportunity to work with a community that supports public education
the way Scotch Plains and Fanwood
have. It’s been an absolute joy,” she said
during a phone interview Tuesday.
She said Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SP-F) enrollment has risen from
3,717 students in 1993 to more than
5,300 today. Dr. Choye said SP-F has
a “very supportive administration and
community that supports education.”
She said staff and administrators in
the district are “committed to learning” by “helping our kids graduate
and go on to higher education.”
Whether it is programs in music,
theatric arts, sports, science or technical programs, Dr. Choye said, “We
really have got them (students) excited in many different ways.”
“The better educated our young

people are, the better our nation is,”
she said.
Dr. Choye holds a special fondness
for this year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School senior class, which began their education with her at the
helm of the district.
“This is a special class. They put a
lot of effort into what they do, and I

David B. Corbin for The Times

Dr. Carol Choye in 2005

am very proud of them,” Dr. Choye
said.
Board of Education President Tom
Russo said, “She is going to be very
difficult to replace. She has been a very
strong leader and has put the district on
the map.” He said Dr. Choye has put a
“very strong administration in place.”
A 40-year Scotch Plains and nineyear board member, Mr. Russo said
Dr. Choye, “is the best administrator

SP, WF Discuss Shared
Use of Conservation Site
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials are hopeful that an agreement can be reached with Westfield,
which will allow a limited number of
Scotch Plains residents to make use
of the Westfield Conservation Center
on Lamberts Mill Road.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the council at its conference meeting on Tuesday evening that he and
Councilwoman Nancy Malool had met
with Westfield Third Ward Councilman Mark Ciarroccaa, Town Administrator Jim Gildea and Town Engineer Ken Marsh to discuss the possibility of permitting township residents
to use the 20-acre site to dispose of
grass clippings, tree branches, leaves
and other biodegradable items.
Mr. Atkins said he thought
Westfield officials “would like to give
Scotch Plains a limited chance to use
(the facility) on a first come, first
served basis.” If the inter-local agreement were approved, township residents would have to purchase a $55
decal allowing them to use the site,
which is open four days a week between early April and late December,
and twice a month in January, February and March. Mr. Atkins said he
hopes to have a draft agreement from
Westfield in the near future.
Mr. Atkins also said he and Mrs.
Malool had “some good dialogue”
with Westfield about other possible
shared-services arrangements involving the two communities’ bulky waste
pick-up, which both towns conduct
in June, and tree maintenance.
In other business, the council is
expected to award a bid to A. Juliano
and Sons Contractors of Stirling for
construction of the mini-golf facility
at Scotch Hills Country Club. Mr.
Atkins said two bids for the development were received, with Juliano’s

bid of $486,000 being below initial
cost estimates for the project, which,
besides the golf facility, will include
expansion of the parking lot. The firm
was also the general contractor for
the development of Memorial Park
and the field expansion project at
Park Middle School.
Acknowledging the concerns expressed by residents at a Planning
Board hearing last month, Mayor
Martin Marks said on Tuesday “we
can assure the people of Scotch Plains
that we’re on top of that, and that their
concerns will mostly be met.”
With the age-restricted housing development at Heather Glen proceeding, the council will introduce an ordinance at its meeting next Tuesday to
place a stop sign at the intersection of
Johnson Street and Rolling Peaks Way.
Neighborhood residents have complained that traffic in the area is increasing and have noted that presently, there
is no stop sign at that intersection. If the
ordinance is adopted, drivers on Johnson
Street will have to stop at the corner of
Rolling Peaks Way.
The council is also expected to
introduce a $1.75 million bond ordinance next week for what Mr. Atkins
termed “extremely critical” roadwork
over the next five years.
Over the coming months, 21 streets
are slated for resurfacing, including
Cellar Avenue, Wilshire Run/Eton
Row, Winding Brook Way from
Raritan Road to Buttonwood Lane,
Little Falls Way, Hacklorn Lane, Indian Run, Round Hill Road,
Wedgewood Way, Church Avenue
from Park Avenue to Birch Street,
Willow Avenue near School One, the
500 block of Forest Road, Donamy
Glen, Debra Court, Bayberry Lane,
Buttonwood Lane, Homestead Terrace, Victor Street from Rose Street
to Malcolm Place, William Street
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

PREPARING THE CAMPAIGN…Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood,
center, candidate for Congress in the seventh district, Fanwood Council President
Donna Dolce and David Valian, Democrat candidates for two seats on the
Fanwood Borough Council, gather at an event for Asw. Stender at Giovanna’s
Restaurant in Plainfield.

that we have had since I have followed the administration of the district” which he said began as a student attending a BOE meeting in 1972.
Dr. Choye served as Vice-Chairman
of the Union Superintendents
Roundtable for the 2004-2005 school
year. She served as treasurer for the
organization from 2002 to 2003. She has
been a member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club since 1994, and has
served on the Fanwood Public Library
Board of Trustees since last year.
Prior to joining the SP-F district,
she was named one of the “100 Top
Executive Educators in North
America” by Executive Editor, a publication of the National School Boards
Association. She received the honor
in 1987 and 1990.
Since joining the district she has
been named “Administrator of the
Year” in 1997 by the Educational
Media Association of New Jersey and
New Jersey Superintendent of the
Year by the New Jersey Association
of School Administrators in 1998.
Dr. Choye said the board of education is working with Carole Larson, a
consultant with New Jersey School
Boards Association, on the process
for hiring a new superintendent.
The board would like to have the
schools chief by end of July, according
to Dr. Choye. She said Ms. Larson would
work with the community, staff and
students on the selection process. The
questions she will ask during the process
are those of where the district is headed;
where the community wants the district
to be in five years and which qualifications are sought in a new superintendent.
Mr. Russo emphasized that the board
is “not going to settle for someone
who we don’t think is right for the job.”
“This is the most important process a school board makes. We are not
going to rush the process,” he said.
He said Ms. Larson would help the
district with the advertising the position in education publications and
newspapers. Ms. Larson will meet
with principals, supervisors, ParentTeacher Association leaders beginning Monday, June 5 followed by a
public meeting as yet to be announced.
Dr. Choye’s retirement will be effective September 1.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

END OF DROUGHT?...The stream on the north side of Route 22 across the Park Avenue Bridge in Scotch Plains flows
briskly after recent rains Tuesday. The rainfall was sorely need in the state. Often, this stream overflows during heavy rains,
but not so with current dry weather conditions.

Ark. Officials Charge Convicted
Killer with Laurite Murder
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Times Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Authorities
in Arkansas have officially charged a
convicted killer with the brutal murder of a 25-year-old Scotch Plains
resident that occurred near an Arkansas highway rest area six years ago.
The murder investigation has drawn
national headlines and appeared on
“America’s Most Wanted.”
According to prosecuting attorney
Tom Tatum, Jr., Ronald James Ward
has been charged with first-degree
murder of Kristin Ann Laurite. Authorities announced last July that Ward
was linked to the Laurite murder
through a DNA match.
According to authorities, Ms.
Laurite had stopped at a rest stop
along Interstate 40 in Conway County,
Ark. in August of 2000. Her nude

body was discovered near the rest
stop on August 26, 2000. She had
been robbed and stabbed several times
in the neck.
Ms. Laurite was traveling to California for a teacher’s position. She
had reportedly stopped at the rest
area to walk her dogs. According to a
press releases issued by the Circuit
Court of Conway County, Ms. Laurite
left her Scotch Plains home in a 1972
Volkswagon van on August 21, 2000,
and was driving at night to avoid “the
extreme heat.”
She spoke to her mother via a
payphone during the afternoon of
August 25, 2000. DNA evidence was
taken from Ms. Laurite’s body and
released to crime labs nationwide in
July 2002. Authorities said Arkansas
State Crime Laboratory officials received the match to a murder case in

FW Planning Board Rebuts Stagaard Place
Townhouse Expert Witness Testimony
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustment heard the continuation of an
application proposing 15 townhouses
on two Stagaard Place properties at a
special meeting Monday night. The
initial development proposal of 19
townhouses was scaled down to 15
age-restricted units last month.
Attorney Joseph Murray of Schiller
and Pittenger of Scotch Plains, who has
been retained to represent the objections
of seven residents who live adjacent to
the site, attended the meeting. Residents
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that they are opposed to a large development on these lots because it would
devalue their homes and create traffic
problems in their neighborhood. Residents cited their concerns to the board
that there have been standing water problems in their yards and on these lots for
many years.
The 1.1-acre site, comprised of two
single-family homes at 28 and 36 Stagaard
Place, is located in a light industrial zone,

sandwiched between commercial properties that front onto South Avenue and
residential properties that front onto
LaGrande and Stagaard Place.
In October, the planning board commissioned a study by its planning consultant, T&M Associates, to assess the
suitability of these lots for redevelopment. As a result of the study’s findings,
the board recommended to the council
that it would be more appropriate to
rezone the lots as residential to fit in with
the character of the adjacent R-75 zone.
However, changes in the zoning laws
cannot be retroactively applied to ongoing applications, according to planning-board members. Current light
industrial zoning permits a number of
uses, including garages, auto repair
shops, warehouses, processing and
packaging plants, appliance repair
stores, and other types of commercial
and retail buildings. Residential singlefamily homes were added in 2001 to
the list of permitted uses.
Because townhouses are not a permitted use, the applicant, Primavera
Parkview LLC, is requesting a D-1

Police Arrest 18-Year County
Employee for Welfare Theft
COUNTY – Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow announced Tuesday that charges against
a social services employee have been
upgraded to second-degree theft.
Dorothy Morasse, 48, has been
charged with depositing $144,000 in
public assistance checks into her
checking account over the past four
years.
Mr. Romankow said Ms. Morasse
is charged with taking 78 separate
checks since 2002 and depositing into
her checking account.
County Police detectives first arrested Ms. Morasse on May 4 and
charged her with depositing a $2,790
public assistance check that she had
illegally made out to herself. She was
arrested on May 4 by county police at
the county’s social services building
on Westminster Avenue in Elizabeth.
Ms. Morasse, who lives in Brook-

lyn, improperly gave an address in
Elizabeth as her place of residence
while working for the county.
Ms. Morasse, who worked with the
division for 18 years, was charged
with attempting to cash the check in
her own name from the Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families (TANF)
program, according to Union County
Police Chief Daniel Vaniska in a press
release issued last week by the
county’s Public Information Department.
She was arrested and charged on
the additional charges by county detectives on Monday at the Elizabeth
train station.
As a data control clerk, Ms. Morasse
was responsible for the reconciliation of bank statements from the
TANF program. Her salary was
$43,394, according to a list of county
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

use variance. The applicant also seeks
a D-5 variance for density in excess
of that allowed by ordinance. The
state’s development plan recommends
a density of six units per acre, while
the development proposes approximately 13 units per acre. The application has been bifurcated, first seeking
approval for these use variances, then
proceeding to site plan approval.
The applicant hired the environmental firm Raymond Consulting Inc.
to assess an area of wetlands on the
property and the suitability of the
area for development. According to
the applicant’s engineer, Robert Freud
of EKA Associates, the Raymond
report indicated that state DEP regulations would permit the wetlands to
be filled in because they were isolated, not connected to any body of
water and under one acre in size.
Mr. Freud drew a circle approximating the wetlands’ location and
size on a schematic of the site, showing them to be less than a third of the
property’s total area. The board told
Mr. Freud that his testimony regarding the wetlands was “only hearsay,”
and to produce the environmental
expert that wrote the wetlands report
for direct questioning.
Mr. Murray questioned Mr. Freud
at length, dissecting his testimony
and revealing that the wetlands extended to adjacent properties. Mr.
Freud repeatedly stated that the wetlands on adjacent properties would
have no impact on this site, and that
the applicant would be obligated to
incorporate a storm-water run-off plan
that would address these issues.
The applicant’s professional planner,
Kenneth Bowers of Phillips, Preiss,
Shapiro Associates of New York City,
cited numerous positive criteria, including the need for age-restricted senior
housing in Fanwood. Mr. Bowers testified that Fanwood did not have the right
balance of housing to address the needs
of the borough’s changing demographCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

California “within days” of the release
of the Laurite case DNA findings.
Mr. Tatum told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that the DNA evidence will “really help the investigation a whole lot.”
“I’m glad we had the DNA hit,” Mr.
Tatum said. A DNA sample from evidence taken from Ms. Laurite matched
that of Mr. Ward, a suspect in the
murder of Jackie Travis, 49, in Merced
Calf., who was allegedly beaten to
death in her Merced, Calf., apartment
on December 7, 2000.
Mr. Ward was charged in Modesto,
Calf., in January 2001 for a third
homicide, Shela Polly, 32, in Ravalli
County, Montana on December 30,
2000.
He was tried and convicted in 2001
for the murder of Craig Petrich, 43,
who was reportedly robbed, beaten
and shot to death in Montana on October 16, 2000. He is currently serving a life sentence for that murder in
a Montana prison.
Kristin’s
mother,
Lynn
DiBenedetto, released a statement last
week to the press, a copy of which
was obtained by The Times from the
family. “My family and I are extremely relieved and thankful with
the arrest of suspected killer, Ronald
Ward. Finally, there is justice for my
daughter Kristin.
“My life was forever changed on
August 25, 2000, due to the brutal
acts of this suspect. There can never
be closure; however, the arrest of this
suspected serial killer does bring me
and my family some sense of resolution and peace of mind,” Ms.
DiBenedetto said.
Mr. Tatum said he doesn’t expect
the Laurite murder case to go to trial
for a year.

Ben Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

STANDING BUT QUIET...The cell
tower at Fire Station Number Two in
Scotch Plains looks ready to go but
final commissioning is a ways off, say
officials.
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ics, which were forcing many seniors
out of the borough. Mr. Bowers also
pointed out that the borough’s master
plan cited the need for a new development vision along the South Avenue
corridor.
In his benefits analysis, he cited the
monetary incentives of age-restricted
housing, which would not put demands on the local school district.
Mr. Bowers noted recommendations
from the state’s development plan
that municipalities should design a
variety of housing types.
Board member Andrew MacDonald
cross-examined Mr. Bowers, asking what
right he had to make determinations
regarding Fanwood’s housing needs. Mr.
MacDonald told TheTimes that the state’s
development plan did not take into consideration the differences in character of
various municipalities when devising
recommendations.
Multiple board members said that
Mr. Bowers lacked knowledge about
Fanwood’s Transfer of Development

Rights (TDR) program for the South
Avenue corridor.
Board members also called Mr.
Bowers’ benefits analysis and photographs of “typical townhouses” in
Monmouth County irrelevant.
Board Attorney Clifford Kuhn, Jr.
told Mr. Bowers that his testimony
was “meaningless” because no comparative revenue analysis was done
for single-family homes.
The testimony from the applicant’s
expert witnesses drew catcalls and expletives from members of the audience.
The application will be continued
at the board’s Wednesday, August 30
meeting with additional testimony
from Mr. Bowers, as well as testimony from the applicant’s environmental and traffic experts.
The continuation of the application for the Goddard School Day Care
Center and a branch of the Town
Bank on South Avenue will be heard
on Wednesday, May 24, at the board’s
regular meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Union County Arrest
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

employee salaries obtained by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
The attempted theft was discovered late last month by a bank teller
who noticed a welfare check made by
Ms. Morasse had been typed and not
computer generated, authorities said.
The clerk notified the county social
services division, which immediately
contacted authorities and prompted
the investigation leading to the arrest.
“Welfare theft is an insidious crime
against needy families, individuals
and taxpayers,” County Manager
George Devanney said. “We have already taken steps to ensure that proper
checks and balances are in place to
maintain the security of the program.”
The prosecutor’s office said county
police audited every account ever
handled by the defendant to see if
additional funds were illegally transferred. It was during that process,
conducted with welfare department
fiscal officers, that the full extent of
the thefts was discovered.
“The charges center around a carefully calculated attempt to use monies intended for citizens and illegally
convert them for her own use,” Mr.

Devanney said.
Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said that Morasse was immediately suspended without pay, pending disposition of criminal charges.
As of Tuesday, Morasse was being
held on $50,000 cash bail set by State
Superior Court Judge John Triarsi in
Elizabeth.
Mr. Romankow said she faces up to
10 years in state prison and a permanent ban from any future public employment, along with having to make
full restitution and loss of her job if
convicted.

Scotch Plains
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

from Rose Street to Malcolm Place,
Malcolm Place, Robin Lane and Lake
Avenue.
The entire length of East Second
Street will be milled and resurfaced
this year as well. Reconstruction work
is also planned for Woodside Road
from Hilltop to Meadowview Roads
and for Meadowview Road from
Woodside to Maple Hill Roads.

THE LAW FIRM
OF
DUGHI & HEWIT, P.C.,
WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND ITS SINCERE
APPRECIATION TO THOSE WHO ATTENDED ITS
DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST APRIL AND MAY IN
SHORT HILLS, NJ.
PARTNERS, MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ., RICHARD A.
OUTHWAITE, ESQ., AND APRIL L. KATZ, ESQ., WERE
WELL RECEIVED BY THOSE WHO ATTENDED.
THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE AND
MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL ADVICE.
AS A RESULT OF THE APPRECIATED INTEREST,
ADDITIONAL SEMINARS WILL BE SCHEDULED. ALL
DATES WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH
TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION,
PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Courtesy of Susan Cook

CUTE WHEN LITTLE...Goslings thrive and enjoy their home at Mindowaskin
Park in Westfield. Adult Canada Geese represent a point of controversy as they
cause a messy nuisance for humans in the park.

DPW Dir. Resigns; County
Investigates Illegal Dumping
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY –Union County officials
announced Tuesday that Frank Dann of
Berkeley Heights has officially resigned
as director of the county’s department
of public works and engineering.
A county spokesman would not
comment on whether the resignation
is connected to the administrative review of how 13,000 tons of contaminated soil was dumped at the countyowned 150-acre Houdaille Quarry in
Springfield over a 10- to 20-day period in March and April.
“Frank E. Dann, Jr., on a voluntary
basis, after 32 years of service to
Union County, has decided to retire
and is taking advantage of a soon-tobe-approved early retirement incentive program. He is leaving Union
County to seek other ventures and
opportunities,” said county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia, in reading a
prepared statement on Tuesday.
Mr. Dann was paid $112,000. Ron

Zuber, a project manager in the office
of County Manager George Devanney,
has been named acting director of the
department of public works and engineering. He is paid $75,939 in his
current position.
The soil was dumped at the site by
V.A. Spatz and Sons, which is cooperating with county officials. “V.A. Spatz
and Sons acted under the assumption
they could bring outside soil to the
quarry, which highlighted the lack of
sufficient controls and procedures in
place at the quarry,” Mr. D’Elia wrote.
In a press release issued Tuesday,
county officials said that environmental tests found “minor levels of
petrolium-based contaminents” and
a “slightly higher level of contamination in a second unidentified soil pile.”
New procedures announced Monday by the county will include installation of security cameras, a central
single-point-of-access entry, improved fencing and gating and a computerized login system.

Flag Outsourcing Measure
Clears NJ Committee
TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender was one of a group of
legislators who sponsored legislation
to require that any United States or
New Jersey state flag purchased with
state funds be manufactured in the
United States.
The measure, (A-2939), co-sponsored by 30 members of the General
Assembly, comes on the heels of bipartisan legislation passed last session
that created a commission to examine
the impact of outsourcing on New
Jersey employers and employees.
According to Mrs. Stender,
Forrester Research Inc. predicts that
American employers will move approximately 3.3 million white-collar

service jobs and $136 billion in wages
overseas in the next 15 years, up from
$4 billion in 2000, and that Business
Week reports 400,000 to 500,000 jobs
already have been lost nationwide
due to outsourcing.
“The practice of purchasing the
American and state flags overseas is
an insult to the hard-working residents of New Jersey,” said Assemblywoman Stender (D-Fanwood). “The
economic dislocation caused by
outsourcing threatens the health,
safety and welfare of citizens.”
The Assembly Labor Committee
released the measure 6-0. It goes to
the Assembly Speaker, who decides
if and when to post it for a floor vote.
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you planning
to do with
your
summer?

Westfield
Monday, May 8, Edward Carter, Jr.,
52, of Westfield was arrested in the
200 block of Cacciola Place on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Elizabeth for $381. He was released
after posting bail.
Monday, May 8, an Elizabeth resident reported that a window was broken on her motor vehicle while it was
parked in the 900 block of Pennsylvania Avenue.
Tuesday, May 9, a Central Avenue
cosmetics business reported the shoplifting of more than $2,800 worth of
merchandise. Store staff members did
not observe any suspicious activity
that day and there are no suspects in
the case.
Thursday, May 11, following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Sussex Street, Rasheda Wiggins,
30, of Irvington was arrested on two
outstanding traffic warrants – one from
Irvington, for $79, and the other from
Newark, for $150. Wiggins was released after posting bail.
Thursday, May 11, following an
investigation on North Avenue, West,
Jack D. Lipsett, 3rd, 21, of Garwood
was arrested on two outstanding traffic warrants, including one from North
Hanover, for $150, and another from
Tinton Falls, for $114. He posted bail
and was released.
Thursday, May 11, Jeanine Cistrelli,
46, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) following a motor vehicle stop
at North Avenue and Elm Street. She
was released to a responsible individual.
Friday, May 12, Charmaine
Reynolds, 38, of Newark was arrested
in a municipal lot behind an East Broad
Street store and charged with being a
disorderly person after two special
police officers witnessed her allegedly urinating in public.
A subsequent investigation showed
there were four outstanding traffic warrants issued for her by Newark, for a
total of $1,070. Reynolds was released
with summonses on the disorderly
person charge plus an additional charge
of littering from a vehicle but was held
in lieu of bail on the warrants.
Sunday, May 14, after being ejected
from an NJ Transit train as a disorderly person, Rickey Robinson, 28, of
Newark was arrested on several warrants, including one criminal and two
traffic warrants from Newark, for a
total of $500; a criminal warrant from
East Orange, for $125, and a criminal
warrant from Clifton, for $3,500. He
was turned over to Clifton authorities.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 9, the manager of a
gas station on Route 22 reported that a
dark-colored vehicle pulled into the
station and the driver produced a handgun and demanded cash, police said.
The suspect reportedly fled the scene
with several hundred dollars.
Tuesday, May 9, a business on East
Second Street reported that an employee stole several hundred dollars
by cashing checks belonging to the
business.
Tuesday, May 9, a Canterbury Drive
resident reported being the victim of
criminal mischief. The victim stated
that an unknown person scratched his
car, which was parked in front of his
house.
Wednesday, May 10, the owner of a
Park Avenue business reported that
someone put garbage in their dumpster.
Thursday, May 11, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that they
paid for towels and never received
them from a company that has since
gone bankrupt.
Friday, May 12, a resident of
Glenside Avenue reported that someone entered her house during the daytime and removed her pocketbook.
Fanwood
Tuesday, May 9, Katherine A.
Crincoli, 45, of Cranford was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue for numerous outstanding warrants out of Dover Township, Kenilworth, Woodbridge and
Union Township.
Wednesday, May 10, Sonia D.
Scruggs, 40, of Plainfield was arrested
following a field investigation for outstanding warrants from Fanwood and
Plainfield.
Thursday, May 11, Richard Sajous,
30, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road,

which revealed an active warrant from
Newark.
Thursday, May 11, Yesef S.
Muhammad, 23, of Newark was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue at Old South Avenue
and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS).
Erin N. Myers, 22, of Plainfield, a
passenger in the vehicle, was also arrested on outstanding warrants out of
Newark and Roselle Park. She was
also charged with possession of a CDS.
Thursday, May 11, Dominic E.
Casseus, 34, of Irvington was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue at Old South Avenue
West, which revealed an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood.
Friday, May 12, Jamar McNair, 26,
of Elizabeth was arrested on numerous outstanding warrants out of Elizabeth, Tinton Falls and Union County
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue at Beech Street.
Jermaine West, 33, of Elizabeth, a
passenger in the vehicle, was also arrested on numerous outstanding Union
County no-bail warrants and an outstanding warrant from Carteret.
Saturday, May 13, Jessica Guzenski,
27, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at North Avenue, which revealed
an outstanding warrant from Elizabeth.
Saturday, May 13, Melissa Samuel,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, which revealed an outstanding warrant from Elizabeth.
Sunday, May 14, Carlos M. Smith,
35, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at LaGrande Avenue, which revealed an outstanding warrant out of
West Orange.
Monday, May 15, Robin Oniyama,
20, of Irvington was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue at Montrose Avenue, which
revealed an outstanding warrant from
Newark.
Monday, May 15, Terry J. Farrow,
21, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
East Seventh Street and charged with
having fictitious plates. He was also
charged with obstruction after he fled
on foot during the investigation.
Monday, May 15, Derrick A. Harris, 36, of Newark was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at East Second Street, which
revealed an outstanding warrant from
Evesham Township.
Monday, May 15, Samory K. Fritz,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
Marian Avenue following a field investigation for an active Scotch Plains
warrant.
Monday, May 15, Tony Speranza,
21, of Rahway was arrested following
an investigation and charged with burglary to two Fanwood residents’ vehicles on April 24. Police said the
burglaries took place on Hunter Avenue and Farley Avenue.
Tuesday, May 16, Bryant D. Barnett,
28, of Orange was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
Mary Lane for and outstanding Newark warrant.

Fatal Vision Demo
To Be Held May 24
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Community Police Alliance has invited
the public to a live demonstration of
“Fatal Vision” goggles on Wednesday, May 24 at 7 p.m. at Forest Road
Park.
The goggles simulate different levels of intoxication by creating distorted visual imaging. The brain can’t
overcome the effects, and the subject
will be asked to perform several truelife acuity tests. They provide a display of how the human brain is affected by alcohol and or drugs.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Kiwanis Club made a substantial donation to obtain these goggles and
the accompanying kit. This demonstration is free and open to anyone,
regardless of whether or not they
reside in Fanwood.
Parents of or those who know a
young driver are urged to encourage
them to attend the demonstration and
experience first-hand the effects of impaired and drunk driving.

T O D A Y !
Most Courses Start the
Week of May 15th & July 10th

Do all your favorite summer activities
AND get started on your college career
or earn extra credits toward your degree
with UCC’s Summer Session.
• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
• Attend class at any of several locations
~or~ learn at home with Telecourses
and Online courses

For information call 908-709-7518 or

Visit UCC online at

www.ucc.edu
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CyberSafety; How to Stay
Safe Program Set May 24
AREA – The public is invited to
attend a free special CyberSafety presentation to alert adults to various
online dangers, and to educate them
on what to do to keep their children
and families safe. The program will
be held on Wednesday, May 24 from
7 to 8:30 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church of Rahway at 1731
Church Street in Rahway, and is being sponsored by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office’s Victim/Witness
Advocacy Unit, the Union County
Human Relations Commission’s
InterFaith Community Network and
the First Presbyterian Church of

Rahway.
Online dangers to be highlighted
include cyber-predators, identity
theft, fraud and scams, viruses and
worms, electronic nuisances, and intellectual property violations.
The program will be presented by
Sgt. Andre Banks of the Prosecutor’s
Office High Tech Unit, who is a member of the Union County High Tech
Task Force, and Assistant Public Information Officer Karen Positan.
Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, please call
Commissioner Karen Positan at (908)
889-9028.

Town Wide Garage Sale
Set for May 20 by Society
WESTFIELD – A town-wide garage sale will be held in Westfield on
Saturday, May 20 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. The rain date is Sunday, May 21.
There is also a Flea Market scheduled
for the South Avenue Train Station
with several vintage furniture dealers
scheduled to be present. More than
75 households are participating in
this garage sale, according to the
Westfield Historical Society,which is
sponsoring this event. For a $2 donation to the society, the list of households participating can be obtained at
Commerce Bank on North Avenue
East in Westfield.
Society Vice President Debby
Burslem said, “We have such a great

response and in turn, much interest in
the Westfield Historical Society. We
have relocated our museum to the
Westfield Board of Education building at 302 Elm Street on the third
floor while we continue our quest for
a permanent home for our archives
and museum.”
Those interested in joining or donating items, please email
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org,
call (908) 654-1794 or see
www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.
Since it’s inception in 1969, the
Westfield Historical Society has been
committed to preserving, interpreting and encouraging community interest in the history of the town.

WESTFIELD HOMEOWNERS
SPECIAL PLANNING BOARD
MEETING TO DISCUSS
PROPOSED CHANGES
TO OUR LAND USE ORDINANCE
THURSDAY, MAY 18 AT 7:30 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT TOWN HALL
The Town Council’s Code Review Committee has introduced a
resolution proposing drastic, restrictive changes to our land use
ordinance. The 30 page proposal has been referred to the Planning
Board for review. These proposed changes will affect all Westfielders.
For example: Did you decide to move into your charming Westfield
home based on long term plans to expand it ? Were you planning to
enlarge your kitchen, add an extra bedroom, bath or family room for
your children ? Perhaps you are planning to finish your attic or add
a second level to your home to accommodate your growing family’s
needs ? Perhaps you’re not planning any changes to your home, but
you are worried about rising property taxes?
If adopted, this PROPOSAL WILL:
-

Affect EVERY HOMEOWNER in Westfield for years to come
Severely limit or completely stop your ability to expand your home
Severely limit or completely stop your ability to build a new home
Have long-term ramifications on your family’s property values
Have long-term consequences on your family’s property taxes

ANYONE WHO ACTUALLY READS THE ORDINANCE OR HAS IT
ACCURATELY EXPLAINED WILL UNDERSTAND THE POTENTIAL UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES THAT IT CAN BRING UPON
WESTFIELD
THIS IS NOT A PARTISAN ISSUE, “ THIS IS A WESTFIELD ISSUE “
PROTECT YOUR MOST IMPORTANT INVESTMENT
ATTEND THIS MEETING, GET ALL THE FACTS
LET YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS KNOW HOW YOU FEEL
FIND OUT FOR SURE HOW THIS WILL AFFECT YOUR FAMILY’S
FUTURE
Paid for by Jason Daniel Ryan

Profits from Clothing
Donations Must Benefit Charities

PARTY SATURDAY...The new 2005 Pierce Rescue Pumper purchased last fall
is all set for the Wetdown Celebration in Garwood this Saturday, May 20 from 1
to 6 pm on South Avenue adjacent to the firehouse. All from the region are invited
to the fun with activities to include rides for the kids, music by Saturday Nite Fever
and demonstrations by law enforcement organizations. Food and refreshments
will be provided. For more information, please call (908) 789-8877.

Command Sgt. Major Britt
Is Parade Grand Marshal
WESTFIELD – The Westfield with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the Army
Memorial Day Parade Committee has Commendation Medal with one Oak
announced that this year’s parade Leaf Cluster, the Army Achievement
Grand Marshal is Command Sergeant Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters,
Major Eloyd O. Britt.
the Army Good Conduct Medal, the
CSM Britt enlisted in Headquarters Army Reserve Component Achieveand Headquarters Company of the 50th ment Medal (6th award), the National
Armored Division, New Jersey Army Defense Service Medal (2nd award),
National Guard in October 1967. He the Armed Forces Expeditionary
completed Basic
Medal, the Iraq
Combat Training
Campaign Medal,
and Advanced Indithe Global War on
vidual Training in
Terrorism Service
Transportation in
Medal, the Armed
May 1998.
Forces Reserve
After his initial
Medal with Hourassignment in the
glass (3rd award)
division’s Military
and the M Device,
Intelligence SecNCO Professional
tion (G-2) as a Light
Development RibVehicle Driver in
bon (5th award), the
1968, CSM Britt
Army Service Ribwent on to successbon and numerous
fully complete asNew Jersey state
signments as a Perawards.
sonnel Carrier
CSM Britt was
Driver, Intelligence
born in Houston
Analyst, IntelliCounty, Alabama in
Grand Marshal
gence Sergeant,
January 1949 and
Command Sergeant Major
Aerial Intelligence
moved to Orange,
Eloyd O. Britt
Sergeant, and variN.J. with his family
ous other positions
in 1956. He has two
within the Military Intelligence com- children and one granddaughter.
munity. That period of service covThe annual Westfield Memorial
ered 25 years, with CSM Britt rising Day Parade is scheduled for Monday,
from Private E1 to the rank of Master May 29. Opening ceremonies will
Sergeant E-8.
start at 9 a.m. with services at the
The 50th Armored Division was Monument to Veterans of World War
disbanded in 1993, and CSM Britt I at the plaza at East Broad Street and
was transferred to the 250th Signal North Avenue.
Battalion, 42nd Infantry Division.
Participants are requested to be in
There he served as a Signal Opera- the Lord & Taylor West parking lot
tions Sergeant from June 1993 until by 8 a.m. Each organization is asked
April 1994, HHC First Sergeant from to bring a 5x7 inch index card listing
April 1994 until February 1996 and basic information (organization
S-3 Battalion Operations Sergeant name, brief background and person
from February 1996 until October in charge) to be used during TV 36
1997. He was nominated and selected coverage. Index cards will be availfor Command Sergeant Major in able at the assembly point if needed.
March 1996, and promoted in OctoAfter the opening ceremonies, the
ber of 1997. He continues to serve in parade route will be north on East
that position to date.
Broad Street, up to Fairview CemDuring his 13 years with the 250th etery, where the Veterans of Foreign
Signal Battalion, the battalion has suc- Wars will have closing ceremonies.
cessfully completed all missions asSoft drinks will be available for all
signed, including State Emergency participants at Fairview Cemetery at
Operations, Homeland Defense Op- the conclusion of the parade.
erations, the Global War on Terrorism
All Westfield and Mountainside
and a deployment of OIF III (Iraq).
organizations are invited to march in
CSM Britt is a graduate of the this year’s tribute to veterans who
Basic Non-commissioned Officer made the supreme sacrifice in the
Course – 1974, the Advanced Non- defense of freedom.
commissioned Officer Course – 1984,
The parade committee is urging
the Senior Non-commissioned Of- organizations or individuals to march
ficer Course – 1986, Air Assault in the parade, sponsor a wreath to be
Course – 1990, the First Sergeant placed at the monument or make a
Course – 1994, the United States financial contribution to the parade
Army Sergeants Major Course – 1998 committee to help offset the costs of
and numerous other military career running the parade. For further inforenhancing courses.
mation, please call Stan Cuba at (908)
His awards include the Bronze Star 233-2767.
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR

*

Factory Authorized Price Reduction.

SAVE 35%-50%
Plus an additional 10%
on special covers only

What an incredible, once-a-year opportunity to
purchase the world’s finest mattress! Unparalleled
comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of
every Shifman hand-tufted mattress since 1893.
Utilizing only the finest cotton felt upholstery
and 8-way hand-tiedboxsprings.
Don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping.

10YS
DANLY
O

Now thru Memorial Day, May 29th
*On Our ENTIRE Shifman Collection
INCLUDING ALL PREMIUMS
Savings Off Manufacturers Sugg. Retail

BANCROFT
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 260
FULL ea. pc. 380

-10%

$129 $99
$199 $179

CRYSTAL

SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc.
FULL ea. pc.
QUEEN set
KING set

360
490
1120
1740

$199
$269
$599
$999

-10%

$179
$242
$539
$899

JADE

SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 490 $269
FULL ea. pc. 620 $339
QUEEN set 1470 $799
KING set 2190 $1199

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

-10%

$242
$305
$719
$1079

S AVOY *

SUGG. SALE -10%
TWIN ea. pc.1160 $649 $584
FULL ea. pc. 1410 $799 $719
QUEEN set 3100 $1749 $1574
KING set 4440 $2499 $2249

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘till 9 • Sunday 1-5

Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden
TRENTON – Last week, legisla- tion must be posted clearly on the bin
tion sponsored by Senators Nicholas for the contributor’s viewing inforScutari (D-Union) and Joe Kyrillos, mation.
Jr. (R-Monmouth) was released from
Mr. Scutari says, “This bill will
the Assembly Consumer Affairs Com- ensure people that their clothing domittee. S-597 requires the disclosure nations are going to charities by reof information for donation clothing quiring a permit to operate the bins.
bins placed by charities.
Charitable Organizations will have to
“People have a right to know that notify their local law enforcement of
their charitable efforts are benefiting their bins and where the profits are
those in need, not those looking for a going.”
profit. Right now, contributors will
This bill has been modified from its
put their donations into a bin bearing original version to require more inforthe name of a charity and the profits mation from those organizations that
may actually benefit a for-profit or- put out donation bins. Profit organizaganization instead,” said Sen. Scutari. tions have been known to pay a charity
S-597 adds to the Charitable Reg- a minimal sum for the use of the name
istration and Investigation Act. Orga- of their organization on the bin and
nizations must be registered as a chari- then keep the donations to sell. With
table organization to apply for a per- this bill, the charities would have to
mit to put out a clothing donation bin, report annually where the proceeds
and the permit and contact informa- went in order to renew their permit.

Ponderosa Panel Approved;
4Connections Pact OK’d
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – A citizens advisory committee looking into the best
use for the Ponderosa Farm property
in Scotch Plains held their first meeting Monday night at the Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth.
Committee members include: William McGloin, Linda Cassidy and
Philip Melville, all from the Cooper
Road area; Scotch Plains Recreation
Commission Chairman Ed Zazzalli
and Tom Paterson of the Scotch PlainsFanwoodYouth Baseball Association,
and Russ Yeager of Fanwood, an alternate member of the Fanwood Recreation Commission.
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the county’s goal is to “put
a park in place on Cooper Road that
meets the needs of the community.”
He said the committee members represent a “wide spectrum” of interests.
Victoria Durbin Drake, director of
the county’s Office of Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund, described the panel as
“an informal citizen committee.” As
of last Monday, a seventh member
was still pondering whether to serve
on the committee.
Last week Freeholder Mirabella
said no elected officials would serve
on the Ponderosa committee.
A plan to build a Green Meadows
Children’s Farm on the 23-acre Cooper Road property, featuring 25 exhibits and 140 animals, was scrapped
in February, following strong objections by township residents who attended a freeholder meeting. The
county was to have leased the farm to
Green Meadows for $50,000 through
December 2008.
The county, which is looking to
construct baseball and soccer fields,
purchased the 23-acre property in 2003
from Norman and Marie Sevell family
for $10 million in December of 2003,
an amount paid out of the county’s
open space fund. The Sevell family
had operated the farm for 40 years.
In other freeholder business, Dennis Miranda of the Rahway River
Association told board members that
the next BioBlitz is scheduled for
Friday and Saturday, June 23 and 24,
at the Ashbrook Reservation in Scotch
Plains.
Last year’s event, the first of its
kind in the state, was held at the 450acre Lenape Park located in Cranford,
Westfield, Kenilworth and Spring-

field. He described the event as “a
snapshot of plant and animal life in
one place.” He said 660 different species of plants, animals and insects
were identified during the Lenape
event.
More than 100 scientists participated last year during the 24-hour
BioBlitz. Mr. Miranda said BioBlitz
is “a really fun event for the public.”
“If you think Lenape is wild,
Asbrook is even wilder,” Mr. Miranda
said.
In other business, the board approved a resolution to enter into a
$500,000 contract with Elizabethbased 4Connections to install a ninemile high-speed fiber-optic network
for a communications system connecting county buildings and the three
Union County College campuses.
The network will stretch from the
county administration building in
Elizabeth to Runnells Specialized
Hospital, and include the Ralph G.
Froehlich Public Safety Building in
Westfield, the department engineering and public works in Scotch Plains,
the Park Madison Building in
Plainfield and the UCC campuses in
Cranford, Elizabeth and Plainfield.
The board, along with UCC, approved
a subsequent intergovernmental
agreement.
Also, a resolution passed, which
encouraged Lucent Technologies “to
continue and even expand their operations in its current location in Berkeley Heights.” Paris-based Alcatel
purchased Lucent in April.
The board also passed a resolution
congratulating Dr. Thomas Bistocchi,
Superintendent of the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools, on the
naming of the school’s academic services building in his honor.
In his report on the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority
(NJTPA), Freeholder Dan Sullivan
said State Transportation Commissioner Kris Kolluri told the NJTPA
that there is $1.3 billion available in
the state’s Transportation Trust Fund
for road projects. Previously, officials had warned that the program
would run out of funds this summer.
“Now we know our projects will go
through,” he said.
Freeholder Mirabella said the
county’s sister city agreement with
the city of Wenzou, China likely led
to the agreement with Kean University to open the first U.S. college
campus in China.
“It’s something that we as freeholders can take some pride in,” he said.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Dreyfuss Planetarium
Announces Programs

Rep. Ferguson: On Capital
Gains, Dividends, Medicare
WASHINGTON D.C. – Rep. Mike
Ferguson, R-7, New Providence,
voted to renew expiring tax relief for
capital gains and dividend income.
He said both of which benefit nearly
1 million New Jersey taxpayers and
shield 15 million Americans from
being hit by the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT).
The legislation won House approval
244-185, and the Senate is expected
to give the measure final congressional approval later this week.
“Combining federal and state taxes
with sky-high property taxes, New
Jersey residents are over-taxed,”
Ferguson said after the vote. “We pay
more in taxes than residents in most
states, and that means tax relief disproportionately benefits New Jersey
families. Because of the tax relief
we’ve enacted, millions of new jobs
have been created and tens of millions of families have more money to
save, spend or invest.”
More than 858,000 New Jersey taxpayers benefit from the bill’s extension of the 15 percent tax rate on
capital gains and dividends through
2010, according to the Treasury Department. For low-income taxpayers,
the tax rate on capital gains and dividends is even lower, 5 percent through
2007 and zero in 2008.
The AMT strikes more and more
middle-income families, especially
in high-income states such as New
Jersey. Half the people paying the
AMT in recent years live in just four
states – New Jersey, New York, California and Massachusetts.
The AMT was created in 1969 to
ensure a small number of very wealthy
Americans could not use credits and
deductions to avoid paying federal
taxes altogether. The AMT is a second tax structure, forcing individuals
and families to calculate their taxes
twice – once under the regular system

and again under the alternative system – then pay the higher amount.
Because it was never indexed for
inflation, the AMT increasingly
strikes middle-income families with
incomes of as little as $75,000.
Mr. Ferguson introduced legislation that would update Medicare’s
payment schedule to encourage the
use of the latest developments in diagnostic laboratory testing for seniors’ patient care management.
Ferguson is a member of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee
and the Vice Chairman of the panel’s
Health Subcommittee. He introduced
the bill with Reps. Phil English, RPa., Bobby Rush, D-Ill., and Mike
Thompson, D-Calif.
“Diagnostic laboratory testing
forms the core of patient care management and it’s important that
Medicare’s payment rules reflect the
extraordinary advances being made
in diagnostic laboratory testing,”
Ferguson said.
Specifically, the bill introduced
would establish a demonstration
project to evaluate a new Medicare
payment system for molecular diagnostic tests designed to more appropriately reflect the value of clinical
diagnostic technologies in patient care
management, associated resource requirements and potential to reduce
other long-term health care costs.
The legislation would allow stakeholders to appeal and correct historic
payment errors that often lead to inadequate reimbursement for clinical
diagnostic lab tests, as well as discourage development of new lab tests.
It would also establish a uniform process by which Medicare carriers will
determine reimbursement rates for
new clinical diagnostic lab tests, and
provide enhanced transparency at
CMS with respect to Medicare reimbursement decisions.

AREA – Newark Museum’s
Dreyfuss Planetarium has announced
its shows for May-June. They are:
Through July 2, children ages 6 to
9 are invited to see WSKY: Radio
Station of the Stars. The show runs
35 minutes on Saturdays and Sundays at 1 and 3 p.m. Original music,
Doctor Cosmos’ call-in, interplanetary weather reports, solar system
traffic reports and cosmic news are

Nature Walk on Tap
At Trailside May 25
MOUNTAINSIDE – A nature walk
and guided meditation will take place
on Thursday, May 25, from 7 to 9
p.m. at the Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside as part
of its spring adult workshop series.
A Trailside park naturalist will lead
participants on a short, leisurely walk
in the Watchung Reservation where
they will have an opportunity to enjoy the sounds of nature and look for
signs of local wildlife. Afterward,
Sandy Miller, a spiritual healer with
degrees in education and shamanistic
studies, will lead a guided meditation
session. Participants are encouraged
to bring a pillow and blanket.
Space is limited and pre-registration is required. The fee is $10 per
person for Union County residents
and $15 for non-county participants.
The Trailside Nature and Science
Center is located at 452 New Providence Road For more details on this
event or other upcoming programs at
Trailside, please call (908) 789-3670
or visit www.ucnj.org/trailside.

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • FAMILY LAW
DIVORCE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES • MEDIATION

Safety Belt Enforcement
Campaign To Begin in NJ

all part of this radio broadcast under
the stars.
Through July 2, adults and children ages 10 and up are invited to see
Hubble Vision. This show runs 40
minutes on Wednesdays, Thursdays,
and Fridays at 2 p.m., and Saturdays
and Sundays at 2 and 4 p.m.
This planetarium show is a fantastic journey through the universe, as
seen through the eye of one of the
world’s premier telescopes. Tour the
solar system and look deep inside
the Orion Nebula to learn about the
formation of new stars. Witness the
demise of stars like our sun, the
cataclysmic aftermath of supernovae, breathtaking views of galactic
collisions, supermassive black holes,
and the most distant galaxies ever
seen.
Visitors and members must report
to the South Wing Desk for ticketing
before proceeding to the planetarium.
Tickets go on sale at noon the day of
the show on a first come, first served
basis. Programs begin promptly, and
latecomers cannot be admitted. The
planetarium is not recommended for
children under 4 years of age. Strollers are not permitted, and an adult
must accompany all children. Reservations are required for groups.
Exhibits include Saturn: Exploring a Celestial Wonder. It is open
Wednesday through Friday from
noon to 5 p.m., and Saturday and
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
exhibit is free with admission.
Admission is $3 for adults and $2
for children under 12, senior citizens, and college students.

FANWOOD — From May 22
through June 4, law enforcement officers throughout New Jersey will
step up enforcement of the state’s
Primary Seat Belt Law. The campaign comes as part of the nationwide
“Click It or Ticket” mobilization.
In 2005, there were 757 motor vehicle fatlities in New Jersey, a large
percentage of which were not wearing a safety belt. Safety belts save
lives and prevent injuries. Between
1975 and 2000, safety belts prevented
135,000 fatalities and 3.8 million injuries nationwide, saving $585 billion in medical and other costs.
Safety-belt use is especially important for teens and young adults.
Motor vehicle crashes are the leading
cause of death for people ranging in
age from 15 to 34 in the United States.

During the mobilization period,
local police agencies will conduct a
zero tolerance safety-belt enforcement campaign. Motorists who are
not buckled up will be issued a ticket.
In addition, concerted efforts are going on locally and statewide to raise
awareness about the importance and
life saving benefits of safety belts.
“High visibility enforcement saves
lives,” said Roberto Rodriguez, director of the New Jersey Division of
Highway Traffic Safety. “Our goal is
to make sure that all motor vehicle
occupants are properly restrained on
every trip.”
Tom Louizou, of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
said, “Tickets are a strong deterrent
and the results are meaningful: Fewer
deaths on our roads.”

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

24 Prospect Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.2122
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OWEN BRAND

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.
Attorney At Law
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obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

fax: 908.232.4351

& COUNTRY
TOWN
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Memorial Day Party Headquarters!
BEER
Budweiser 30pk cans
Bud Light 30pk cans
Coors Light 30pk cans
Miller Lite 30pk cans
Miller High Life 30pk cans
Yuengling Amber Lager 24bt
Beck’s 24bt
Heineken 24bt
Heineken Light 24bt
Corona and Corona Light 24bt
Modelo Especial 24bt
Negra Modelo 24bt

FOR THE BLENDER

SPIRITS
$16.99
$16.99
$16.99
$16.99
$11.49
$15.99
$22.99
$21.99
$22.99
$22.99
$23.99
$23.99

Grey Goose Vodka(all types 750ml)
Ketel One 1.75
Absolut Vodka 1.75
Absolut Vodka 750ml
Skyy Vodka 1.75
Svedka Vodka 1.75
Bombay Gin 1.75
Bombay Sapphire Gin 1.75ml
Jose Cuervo Gold Tequila 1.75
Jose Cuervo Gold Tequila 750ml
Malibu Coconut Rum 1.75
Bacardi Silver and Gold Rum 1.75
Bacardi Limon 750ml

$25.99
$32.99
$32.99
$18.99
$24.99
$18.99
$27.99
$34.99
$33.99
$17.99
$23.99
$19.99
$11.99

Jose Cuervo Golden Margarita 1.75 $16.99
Golden Margarita 750ml
$9.99
Lime Margarita 1.75
$13.99
Lime Margarita 750ml
$8.99

T.G.I.F. Blenders 1.75ml
Margarita, Mudslide, Orange Dream,
Pina Colada & Strawberry
All $13.99

All prices are valid from 5/18/06 - 5/31/06.

Check out our selection of seasonal brews!”

TOWN COUNTRY
&

for those with a taste for value.

333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090
908-232-8700

SMIRNOFF TWISTED

MIKE’S HARD LEMONADE

Raspberry, Wild Grape, Mandarin Orange
Green Apple, Black Cherry, Watermelon

Hard Cranberry Lemonade, Hard Tea,
Hard Lime, Hard Berry, Hard Apple Light

24.99CASE
$6.99 SIX PACK

23.99CASE
$6.49 SIX PACK

$

Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m. Free Parking
We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV.
In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

$
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School Elections in November?
Ending Public Budget Votes?
Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield)
this week proposed some major changes in the
school election process. Mr. Green, who chairs
the Housing and Local Government Committee,
has proposed moving school elections from April
to Election Day in November. This might be a
good idea — one that we have supported in the
past.
The turnout for school elections is dismal. April
poll hours, and from 2 to 9 p.m. throughout most
of the state, seem aimed to avoid the general
public who pays most of the bills. As in other parts
of democracy, school governance and review of
priorities would profit from greater voting access
and public participation, in our opinion.
On the one hand, the Abbott funding mandate
creates a huge mess. It encumbers taxpayers statewide who have no say over the money and it doesn’t
solve the education problems of the targeted youths.
Very few people are encouraged to vote in the
Abbott districts, leading many to clamor that there
is a serious problem of accountability – perhaps
worse. Those that end up taking control of these
$billions haven’t faced a significant electorate.
On the opposite end of the spectrum, Westfield
expanded school election hours this year to 7 a.m.
to 9 p.m. After the school budget was defeated last
year, the result this year was the highest turnout in
30 years for a school vote, and the budget passed.
Still, the turnout, although greatest in the county,
was a dismal 25 percent, or so – compare this to
about 60 percent turnout in the general elections.
We agree with Mr. Green that separate school
board elections are expensive. New Jersey already
has three regular elections dates: school board in
April, primary in June and general election in
November. Extra school bond referendums are
held on separate dates as well, such as right before
Christmas vacation.
Mr. Green also proposes to end the public’s
opportunity to vote on school budgets. He reasoned that New Jersey is one of only 10 states that
still votes on BOE spending plans. In our view,
that is not necessarily a reason to remove voters
from the process. It makes us nervous to think of
further concentrating the power into 80
assemblypersons and 40 senators that have not
proved to be responsible for the taxpayers’ money
to begin with.
Still, Mr. Green’s proposal certainly would shake
up the control in the state by the NJEA (New
Jersey Education Association, et al).
Assemblyman Green and his committee advise
only sending budgets for voter approval if the
proposed budgets exceed the state-mandated cap
– but isn’t a “cap” a “cap?” In his release, Assemblyman Green states that, “Budget referendums
are only giving people a false sense of security.”
What Assemblyman Green says is true, as public voting on school budgets is largely symbolic.
Even in defeat, the budgets merely pass to town
councils who make minor alterations, then approve them anyway. Still, the voters at least have
a chance to send a message.
If anything, the public should be voting on the
total property tax levy to be allowed. Then, the
county, towns and schools should be forced to
arrange priorities and formulate their budgets
within the total tax revenue authorized by the

Shared Services Will Help
To Spend Our Money Wisely

TIMES

Victoria McCabe

voters. The counties, towns and municipalities
would be forced to defend their spending plans
with each other. As it stands now, this is missing
from the system.
In our view, the whole process is reversed and
the public is kept divided by those that split the
pie. Budgets should only be formulated based on
knowledge of how much money is available to
spend. Further, awarding contracts with openended and unrestricted commitments for health,
retirement and other benefits is wrong. All contracts should have a measurable and defined commitment. Plus, the commitment should come with
it a forced, funding mechanism. Everything should
be “pay as you go.”
To make a point on this, policemen and
firefighters have money deducted on each paycheck to pay for their portion of their benefits, yet
for seven years, the state and local governments
have not been putting their share into the fund.
Now, governments are finally forced to start paying before it goes bankrupt – yet, the police and
firefighters are being blamed for the “increases.”
Proper contract management might also compel
insurance, health and law firms to become more
competitive and bring them under review; and to
arrive at better products and services. As it now
stands, it’s “Pay to Play” at its best. Spend a little
time reviewing how many senators and assemblymen have insurance companies or law firms that
do business with the government; also, examine
where the campaign contributions come from.
In contrast, every year, businesses review their
contracts for employee benefits based on the best
providers and the available money. If there are
insufficient funds for increases demanded from
current providers, then another provider and an
adjusted package is arranged. Not so in government – taxes are just increased.
If we are going to talk spending caps, let’s give
one cap across the board – say based on inflation,
or as approved by the voters. If county, municipal
and school officials all had one pot of money
limited in total, we might really start to see the
cutting of budget fat, reduction in “play to play,”
increase productivity, lowered malfeasance, and
less corruption. Also, government doesn’t necessarily have to increase every year – might there be
a year where it’s appropriate for taxes and spending to decrease?
We think that more of the money would find its
way to the intended social purpose, such as teaching and improving the lot of the kids in Abbott
school districts. Fewer mayors, other elected officials and their friends would have yachts and bank
accounts in the Cayman Islands. The rampant
property tax increases would be brought under
control – something that the legislature has proven
incapable of achieving.
We welcome Mr. Green’s attempts, and that of
others, to reform the system. Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks has been calling for change for
some time now. We agree — It’s needed now.
While the state’s fiscal mess cannot be fixed all
at once, we are eager to see what compromises our
state legislators approve in the end. We encourage
the public to continue to keep the pressure on state
officials who are in the final weeks of making
fixes to the state budget prior to its July 1 due date.

By Mark Ciarrocca
Westfield Councilman Ward 3
In his State-of-the-Town address given
early this year, Mayor Andy Skibitsky
outlined some of the budget challenges
that face the town council this year.
Westfield has a number of mandated payments that we must make. These include
payment of over $600,000 to the Rahway
Valley Sewage Authority for upgrades
they are required to make. The State is
requiring a contribution to the pension
fund of over $700,000, while health insurance cost continue to spiral.
The revenue to the town is limited.
Most residents do not realize that only
about 16 percent of their property tax bill
goes to run the town. The balance is paid
to the Board of Education and the county.
The state and county are also paid significant portions of other items of revenue.
For example, we are required to send
$11.50 from every $20 parking ticket to
the State of New Jersey.
Given these challenging fiscal times,
we need to develop creative ways to use
our tax dollars in the most efficient ways,
while continuing to improve the level of
service the town provides to the residents.
One of the best ways to spend our money
is to look for ways to share services with
our school board, as well as with neighboring municipal governments. In his
State-of-the-Town address, Mayor
Skibitsky asked that I take the lead and
develop an organized and focused plan
for shared services.
Westfield presently is engaged in a number of service agreements. The best example
of this is the Westfield Regional Health
Department, which contracts with seven other
municipalities to provide required health
services. This arrangement allows us to provide first class health services, while spreading the administrative costs over eight towns.
We also have other service arrangements
with the Board of Education and neighboring towns such as Scotch Plains.
Over the next few months, residents
will be seeing extensive discussion of,
and implementation of shared service ar-

Another Letter on Page 18

Former Residents Offer Cartoon
Correction: Not ‘Youens,’ It’s ‘Y-all’
Having relocated to South Carolina
after living in Westfield for over thirty
years, my husband and I got a good laugh
out of a recent cartoon in The Westfield
Leader. (Yes, we enjoy receiving our old
hometown newspaper in the mail). It featured a South Carolinian waitress saying
in her southern drawl, “If youens are
fixin’ to ate, I’ll skeeter up some viddles.”
We just have one correction to make:
It’s not “youens” — it’s “y’all.” “Y’all” is
used in the singular and the plural, as well
as in the possessive; e.g., “Y’all’s new car

is really nice.”
We’ve been living in South Carolina
for just a little over a year now, and “y’all”
is already slipping from our tongues. It
has a nice soft, friendly ring to it and
somehow sounds a lot better than “you
guys.”
See y’all the next time we take a trip
back up north!
Carol and Ralph Miller
Mount Pleasant, SC
(formerly of Westfield)

Clean-up Of Mindowaskin Park
Showed Community’s Commitment
National Volunteer week ended with a
picture perfect day for our annual spring
clean up of Mindowaskin Park on April
29. Over 50 volunteers, along with many
board members worked hard all day doing raking, weeding, sanding, picking up
trash, and various other tasks. All did an
amazing job in continuing this great tradition in our community.
Our newest board members, Rose
Clemson, Paul Nazzaro and Maria
Antokas, joined in the fun with Councilwomen Vicki Kimmins and Jo Ann
Neylan, and Mayor Andy Skibitsky. What
a wonderful showing of how well our
community works together.
We were fortunate to have Manhattan
Bagel join the many long-time supporters
of Mindowaskin Park that also includes

Former State Senator
Spending Cuts Lauded
In the 1980’s, State Senator James
Wallwork, also a businessman, submitted 79 ways to reduce state spending.
Here are just two of the proposals.
General: Mandate a percentage allocation for audits (not exceeding 2 percent)
to be written into the budget to ensure
constant external monitoring of state programs with analysis of performance standards. Audits would be administered by
the Office of Fiscal Affairs which would
be authorized to contract with outside
firms for audit so that each independent
investigatory unit could assess fund use
and performance. This would eliminate
departments or programs selecting their
own auditor and, in effect, coming up
with pre-ordained answers on performance, responsibility and accountability.
Purchasing: Require competitive bids
for technical services such as insurance,
engineering and architectural services,
including such state authorities as the
Turnpike and Parkway in this requirement.
Joseph Long
Oak Ridge

Each and every day the men and women
who serve in the United States Armed
Forces make sacrifices. Unfortunately,
some die in the line of duty making the
ultimate sacrifice.
The liberties and freedom we enjoy as
Americans has been preserved only by the
blood, sweat, tears, and yes, the lives of our
soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen. Too
many people take our rights for granted, and
do not stop to consider that the price of
democracy cannot be calculated in monetary terms alone. Human life is so precious
that it is priceless. Yet for centuries, men
and women have been willing to die for the
rights guaranteed by our Constitution.
As Memorial Day approaches, I wish to
remind everyone that they can show their
gratitude and respect for those who have
died for freedom and democracy by attending one of the many Memorial Day ceremonies and activities that will take place
throughout our state. We shall never forget.
Joseph Gugliuzza
State Commander
Trenton

supersearch
Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the
newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information
and exciting extras! Order your copies today!

rangements. We initially have taken an
inventory of all present shared services
arrangements. The best place to start to
develop other shared services arrangements is right here in town by working
with our schools.
One of Mayor Skibitsky’s priorities
has been to improve the working relationship with the Board of Education.
The school board has also made improving this relationship one of their goals.
We have already met on a number of
occasions to begin to investigate possible ways in which we can jointly leverage our resources to improve efficiencies. I am certain that the residents of
Westfield will greatly benefit from this
spirit of cooperation.
Some of the ideas we will explore
include having the town take over all field
maintenance, having the school board
include in the town’s annual street paving
bids any paving work needed on school
property or having the town’s office supplies bid out jointly with the school’s.
In the second phase of the plan, I will
look to meet with representatives of neighboring towns to see where we can work
together. For example, would we save
money if we jointly bid out for our bulk
waste pick-up with some neighboring
towns? With that said, we would still look
for sharing opportunities that arise.
For example, Jim Gildea, our Town
Administrator, and I recently met with
our counterparts from Scotch Plains to
discuss some joint prospects.
As the mayor has stated, Westfield
faces challenging fiscal times. This town
council, however, is determined to come
up with creative ways to provide first
class municipal services in the most cost
effective manner. I believe that a focused,
shared services plan with be a successful
way to allow us to do more with less.
Please contact me should you have any
comments or suggestions about this process. You can reach me at
mciarrocca@westfieldnj.net.

Letters to the Editor

Remember Our Troops
This Memorial Day

Please contact cd@goleader.com
or call us at (908) 232-4407
Visit our website at www.goleader.com
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this newspaper, Williams Nursery, A.
Pigna & Sons Masons, CR Stock Landscape Design, Bartlett Tree Experts, TSS
Handyman Services, Vincentsen Associates LLP, Master Memorials, H. David
Rogers, David Foltz, esq., Dickerson
Landscape Contractors, and the Garden
Club of Westfield along with hundreds of
volunteers who either contribute their
time, talents or treasures to Mindowaskin.
Together with the police department, recreation department, town council, and
department of public works, we all work
in cooperation to ensure the historic significance of the park is maintained and
protected. Through the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, the park has been
designated a Westfield historic site.
Westfield owes a large debt of gratitude to William Edgar Reeve for helping
to acquire the land we now know as
Mindowaskin, as well as being one of the
founders of the Westfield YMCA. According to The Westfield Leader of Nov.
6, 1907 He led the fundraising campaign
of “25 cents to $25,” raising $2,000 from
250 citizens of the town.
Councilman A. L. Russell, a member
of the park commission, spoke in appreciation of the contributors and “praised
highly the successful effort of W. E. Reeve,
who secured the money.” Part of the
Reeve property was acquired to complete
the park in time for the 1918 wartime
ceremony attended by many including
the Governor of New Jersey, Walter Edge.
Without the action of this important family, we wouldn’t have this beautiful passive park that truly is the ‘jewel’ of
Westfield. How fortunate for Westfield
that the family’s legacy is being saved by
the Westfield Historical Society. Interestingly, the Reeve family helped give us
Mindowaskin and, in turn, the people of
Westfield are going to help save their
house and the town’s history along with
it. Pretty amazing. Really makes you believe in what goes around, comes around.
Please look for an upcoming townwide mailing that will announce the latest
improvements to come to Mindowaskin.
Thank you again to all who contribute to
this town, in the past, present and future.
Debby Burslem, President
Friends of Mindowaskin Park

Tax Counselor Thanks
Area Supporters
On behalf of the TCE Program (tax
counseling to the elderly), I would like to
thank the following organizations for the
use of their facilities to allow our volunteer counselors to prepare income tax
forms for senior citizens and low-income
persons without any charge: Westfield
Community Center, St. Helen’s Catholic
Church, and Scotch Plains and Westfield
Senior Housing Buildings.
A special thanks to director Meg Kolaya
and her staff at the Scotch Plains Library
to allow us to prepare tax forms five days
a week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Also, thanks
to TV channels 34, 35 and 36, and the
newspapers for publicizing the program.
Through everyone’s cooperation, we
prepared over 2,050 returns and assisted
over 1,450 persons.
Edward Evans
Scotch Plains
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Inchoation – An early stage or beginning
2. Inauration – The process of covering
with gold
3. Yperite – Mustard gas
4. Varioloid – A mild form of smallpox
THURIFEROUS
1. Grayish blue
2. Sparkling; glittering
3. Sensitivity to art and beauty; good taste
4. Bearing frankincense
PLEON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A string of pearls
3. The abdomen of any crustacean
4. Second-class; something of lesser value
INTAGLIATED
1. Interlaced or linked
2. Engraved or stamped in
3. Furrowed or grooved
4. Twining about; twisting
INSPISSATE
1. Thickened by evaporation
2. Salty; saline
3. Desolate; barren
4. Soiled and wrinkled

WF Reader Writes
‘Shame on All of You’
How ironic that the gender orientationdriven assault of a Westfield High School
student on April 26 remained in the dark and
unreported to this community until high
school PTSO President Lisa Quackenbush’s
letter to the editor was published deep in the
inner pages of The Westfield Leader’s May
11 issue – the same issue that emblazoned
on its front page the headline “Neighbors
Seek Action Following Arrest of Four
Hillcrest Students.”
How ironic that, as reported by Ms.
Quackenbush, not one student intervened
during the assault or helped the student after
the assault while, on the other hand, a neighborhood is enraged, outraged, and driven to
enlist town officials “to discuss solutions to
the [Hillcrest Academy] problem.”
Folks – like it or not – This is Westfield;
a town that buries its most painful and
difficult issues, and commits time and
attention to maintaining its pristine image
as a family friendly community.
Shame on all of you who refuse to see
the big picture, and who refuse to acknowledge the real issues that confront
this community and its schools.
Cindy Miller, Esq.
Westfield

Cranford Resident
Thankful For Westfield
Westfield is blessed with an atmosphere
of intellect, culture and creativity due to
the presence of the Westfield Memorial
Library, Mindowaskin Park and the Town
Book Store.
As a former employee of the Westfield
Memorial Library from January 1989
through October 1991, I was blessed to
have had a wonderful co-worker named
Meisha Boatwright. Although Ms.
Boatwright was many years younger than
me, she possessed high intelligence and
maturity far beyond her chronological
years. During the years when Meisha and
I worked at the Westfield Memorial Library, I enjoyed the intellectual, progressive and creative atmosphere of Westfield.
For those of us who live in other towns,
an occasional trip to Westfield with a
friend can provide as much stimulation as
a visit to a big city in a neighboring state.
Marty McLoughlin
Cranford

GW Mayor Should Not
Run Unopposed
Regarding the upcoming elections and
candidate coverage in Garwood, the various
local newspapers note that the Garwood
mayor is running unopposed. Each time I see
that remark, it reminds me of a story once told
to me by a person from a Caribbean island.
This sage islander explained to me
about how their leaders of the village
should be chosen. It appears that the incumbent leader must never be unopposed
when running for the high village position, so a second person is always chosen
to run against him. I asked him why?
Simply, he said, if he is unopposed and
continually is the leader, it could get to a
situation where the leader can point at a
crooked tree and say it is straight. And
there is no one present that can disagree.
This simple anecdote is so applicable to our
Garwood. The present mayor is now running
unopposed for the second time. This should
not be so. There should always be a choice for
the people, someone to help point out realities
for the people. Crooked is not straight.
Bruce Paterson
Garwood

WF Rec. Dept. Thanks
Night Place Volunteers
On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department and the 3,500 students who
participated in the department’s Night Place
program during the 2006-2007 school year,
I thank the numerous parent volunteers for
their time, energy, enthusiasm, and commitment to this year’s program.
Christine Tarantino and Joel Baker need
to be acknowledged for their parent leadership and support throughout the year as
well. The program ran smoothly because
of everyone’s outstanding efforts. I also
thank Chuck Ropars and Ray Bevere of
the Recreation Department for their excellent managing of the program over the
years. The success of “Night Place” is
largely due to the commitment of everyone involved. Your “above and beyond”
efforts have not gone unnoticed or unappreciated.
Again, please accept our sincere appreciation in helping provide successful
events for our teen-aged residents. Hope
to see you all next year!
Traci Kastner
Westfield Rec. Dept.
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Principal Petix Discussed Incidents
At Westfield High School
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
parents at Westfield High School and
copied to this newspaper.
It has certainly been an atypical month
at Westfield High School. Three separate events taken collectively have disturbed our school community, and have
caused us to consider who we are and
how we should respond to such events.
Event No. 1: Throughout the year,
graffiti has appeared on the walls in the
boys bathrooms. Until this year, graffiti
has not been a significant problem at our
school. The “graffiti artists,” two of
whom have been already apprehended
and disciplined, have been playing a
game of “cat and mouse” all year.
Administrative response: Administrators, teachers, paraprofessionals and custodians have been monitoring the boys’
bathrooms and are overtly seeking the
assistance of students who do not want to
see their school defaced. The school is
taking the issue of graffiti very seriously
and has been working with the police to
find and prosecute the guilty parties,
particularly because of the content of the
most recent graffiti: Nazi swastikas and
gang related symbols. Beyond this graffiti, however, there is no evidence whatsoever of any organized hate group or
gang at Westfield High School or in
town, according to the Westfield Police
Department.
Event No. 2: During the spring vacation week, someone started the rumor
that there would be a shooting at
Westfield High School on April 20, the
anniversary of the Columbine shootings
and Hitler’s birthday. This rumor, which
recycles every April, was particularly
strong this year because of the Hi’s Eye
photograph of a graffiti swastika in the
issue of the school newspaper distributed the day before vacation began. A
full week away from school gave students and parents time to circulate the
rumor through telephone calls, e-mails
and instant messages. The level of anxiety rose with each passing day.
Administrative response: Even though
neither the Westfield High School administration, nor the Westfield Police
Department believed there was a real
threat to the security of the school, we
erred on the side of caution. The Westfield
Police Department and the County Canine Unit searched students’ backpacks
as pupils entered the high school on
April 20. Points of entry and exit into and
from the building were limited and monitored. Police patrolled the school throughout the day and Open Lunch was suspended. Nothing unusual occurred.
Event No. 3: On Wednesday, April
26, the Gay Straight Alliance Club sponsored the annual “Day of Silence” to
honor the silence gays and lesbians suffer as result of their sexual identity, and
to demonstrate the enriching quality of
the daily contributions of gays and lesbians to our society. Students and staff
who choose to participate in the event
marked the occasion by wearing a colorful “Day of Silence” t-shirt.
At the beginning of the 8th period, an
injured student participant in the “Day of
Silence” went to the nurse’s office and

reported that she was shoved down the
stairs during the four minute change of
periods by an unidentified student who
had grabbed her backpack and had pushed
her while her calling her a “dyke.” She
estimated that there were twenty to thirty
students in the hallway during this incident, none of whom either offered her
assistance or asked her if she was hurt.
The student’s parents drove her to Complete Care in Scotch Plains where it was
determined she had sustained a sprained
arm and bruised ribs.
Administrative response: The administration notified the police immediately.
Meanwhile, the student’s parents went
to the police station and filed a report
with the Westfield Police Department
and the Union County Prosecutor. The
parents asked me to post police flyers
throughout the school. I declined this
unprecedented request because I believed
it would increase anxiety among students and worse yet, might produce the
opposite effect by driving the perpetrator and any potential witnesses underground.
Over the weekend, the high school
administrators formulated a plan to try to
find the culprit and to turn this event and
the hate expressed through the graffiti
swastikas into a meaningful lesson for
our school community. Our primary concern, however, was to find the student
who had pushed the other student down
the stairs. We decided that on Monday
we would publicize the event and interview anyone who might have even hearsay knowledge of the incident.
The event itself raised several issues
for the school community to consider:
the right to free expression, violence as a
response to disagreement, the responsibility of witnesses to ensure justice, the
responsibility of one human being to
help another. Further, we saw the need
for all Westfield High students to process their feelings about the underlying
issues of hate and tolerance. We determined that the most nearly appropriate
forum to present these issues for discussion was English class.
After consulting with the English Department Chair and then apprising the
faculty of the plan at a faculty meeting,
we chose Monday May 8 as the Day of
Discussion. The discussions were to be
held in every English class at all grade
levels.
During the week of May 1, on three
days of morning announcements, I described the incident on the stairway, the
adverse effect of hateful graffiti on the
school community, the ominous significance of tolerating violence to suppress
free speech, and the deleterious effect on
the school community of indifference to
helping fellow human beings. I urged
witnesses to come forward, albeit anonymously.
At the monthly PTSO meeting on May
3, I described the incident of violence to
the membership and the administrative
response to it. PTSO President Lisa
Quakenbush received the endorsement
of the membership to write a letter to
inform parents of the event, to elicit their
support and, most important, to ask them
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21st District News

Governor Should Enforce
Special Ed. Funding Law
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Westfield

Photo taken by David Riggs for The Westfield Leader

A SOBERING REMINDER…The Westfield Police Department has put a totaled
car on display in front of the Armory to remind drivers to never drive drunk.

Westfield Police Remind All:
We Care, Drive Safely
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Police Department takes this opportunity to remind all drivers to please
drive safely. Traditionally, this time
of year, from the prom to Labor Day,
sees a marked increase in the amount
of fatal accidents involving impaired
drivers. The NHTSA reports that in
2003 in the State of New Jersey, there
were 84 fatalities among 15 to 20
year-olds, with 38 percent of those
involving alcohol.
The “We Care, Drive Safely” program by the Westfield Police Department is a reminder that we all need to
operate our motor vehicles responsibly.
Of the 997 accidents that occurred
in Westfield in 2005, 146 of those

accidents involved injuries. It is the
responsibility of every driver (teens
and adult) to make sure that they
operate their vehicle in a safe manner.
Not only can operating a motor vehicle while impaired be dangerous, it
is a crime and can be deadly. Talking
with your children about the dangers
of driving impaired can prevent the
heartache that may result from a serious or fatal motor vehicle accident.
Thank you to Mike Sevell of
Sevell’s Auto Body for their assistance in transporting and set-up of the
vehicle and Tony Archambault of
Falcon Printing for the printing of the
banner.
We Care. Drive Safely.

Principal Petix Letter Continued
to open a dialogue with their children
about tolerance and respect.
During the Day of Discussion, English teachers followed a general lesson
plan that the department had developed.
Administrators visited several classes and
were impressed with the level of student
interest and participation.
At a debriefing of the English Department after school, teachers reported on
the classroom discussions which drew a
range of responses from students: many
students questioned whether the incident
occurred the way it was reported. Many
students voiced the opinion that perhaps
no one came to her assistance because
they did not realize that she was hurt.
Others stated frankly that they would not
have become involved as a witness or
Good Samaritan because it did not affect
them personally. There was also the feeling that we need to create a stronger sense
of community to minimize intolerance
and avert violence. Ongoing discussions
of these issues and others raised that day
are being planned.
These three events taken collectively
have disturbed the peaceful climate of
our school community, and are a cause
for concern. Working with the Westfield
Police Department, we will continue to

pursue the investigation of the stairwell
incident and will try to find those who
have defaced the walls of our bathrooms
with hate.
Westfield High School has been, and
continues to be, a place of order and
safety in an increasingly unstable and
chaotic world. The Westfield High School
administration remains steadfastly committed to fostering an environment in
which students and staff are academically, emotionally, and most importantly,
physically safe and secure.
Unusual incidents like these will undoubtedly recur. Recognizing their significance, reacting appropriately and applying the lessons learned from them are
the hallmarks of a healthy and vibrant
institution.
Robert Petix
Principal
Westfield High School

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) called upon the governor to enforce the law that requires
the state to pay a substantial portion
of the special education costs.
According to Mr. Bramnick, the
law, Title 18a:7f-19, requires the state
to pay between 60 and 80 percent of
the local costs of special education,
but the administration simply ignores
the law.
He said the state continues to place
mandates on local boards of education and the courts require compliance with their decisions, yet the administration will not aid our local

boards with the dollars prescribed by
the law.
Special education costs should
never be the sole responsibility of an
individual district. The large costs to
help children with disabilities must
be the responsibility of the state, noted
Mr. Bramnick.
“I sincerely hope that the Corzine
administration will recognize that the
law is fair and just, and will act immediately to comply with the statute.
Our boards of education must be
treated fairly without regards to the
politics of the town or district,” states
Asm. Bramnick.

Westfielder Expresses Concern over
Hillcrest School Facility Use
I wanted to let you know of an incident
that happened about one year ago at the
playground adjacent to the Hillcrest School.
I can’t recall the exact date or time when
the incident occurred. I do recall it happened in the spring of 2005. Until last
week, I was unaware of the type of school
at the building. I previously thought it was
a school for special education students.
My sons and I were playing at the park;
my oldest son, who was six-years-old at
the time, was playing by the fence next to
the parking lot of the school. I was watching him from a distance since my younger
children were playing at the playground.
I saw one of the doors to the school
opened, and a few teenage boys came
running out charging toward the fence
where my son was playing. When they
reached the fence they began to shake the
fence. I can’t hear what they were saying,
but they were laughing. My son was
startled and ran to me.
At the time, I advised my son not to play
by the fence and thought to myself that
these kids were being bullies. I don’t know
where those boys went after the incidents
because I went on to attend my children.
My sons and I have referred to the park
as the “School Bus” park because we
always see buses parked in the parking
lot. To the young ones it’s always exciting to see school buses up close. It is one
of their favorite parks. We often go there
before their afternoon school sessions to
have picnic at the park. The last time we
were there, I was with my children and a
couple of their friends. They were all
enjoying their time and exploring around
the fences. They were in fact trying to

sneak out by going in between the gates.
Until recently, the gates were kept close
by a chain and the gap in between the
locked gates were just wide enough for
young children to try fit through.
It was just before leaving the park
when I received the flyer. I was very
disturbed and disappointed to learn this
type of school exists in our neighborhood
and next to a park where my children and
I go quite often during the week.
Does learning about the incidents and
the school make me change my views
about the park? Yes! I will try to steer my
children away from playing at the “School
Bus” park during school hours. With the
overcrowding issues facing Westfield
today, why not use this facility to solve
some of the overcrowding issues?
This facility should be used as an asset
for our children and our town, and not as
a liability to the community.
Jessa Chirichella
Westfield

Resident Thankful for
WFD’s Quick Response
I would like to thank the Westfield Fire
Department for responding to my desperate call at 1 a.m. when my carbon monoxide detector went off, waking my three
children and I. They were prompt, professional, and made me feel at ease during
this potential crisis. I never thought I
would need the fire department, and I am
so glad that they were there.
Jill Anderson
Westfield

Bricco del Sole Moscato d’Asti $14.99
An organically made Moscato filled with peach,
apricot and almond flavors. Gently sparkling,
with light alcohol and a bright clean sweetness,
this is perfect for brunch, before dinner or with a
light dessert. Also available in 375ml for that
perfect touch at lunch.

Two Oceans Pinotage $8.99
A great example of the crossing between Pinot
Noir and Cinsualt that the South Africans invented in the 1920’s. Big bunches of soft dark
cherry fruit and lots of plum. A great match for
your grilled burgers.

Nyakas Cellars Pinot Gris $13.99
If you are spending almost twenty on over priced
Pinot Grigio – and Pinot Gris is the same thing –
stop yourself and taste the rich lemon, pear and
apple in this bottle. Clean, bright and full of rich
creamy texture – you want this on your table.

Domaine du Galet Des Papes
Chateauneuf de Pape $36.99
The vineyards that this wine comes from are an average fifty
years old. The complexity shows in the elegance and depth of the
Grenache fruit with all its dried red berry and spice. The Syrah,
Mouvedre, Cinsualt and Vacqueyras add dimension, depth and
spicy earth tones to the palate.

Your Favorite Wines
$8.99
Blackstone Merlot
$10.99
J Lohr Chardonnay
$12.99
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir $7.99
Hess Select Chardonnay
$9.99
$10.99
Toasted Head Chardonnay

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99
$34.99
$25.99
$18.99
$30.99
$24.99
$13.99
$14.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99
$30.99
$27.99
$28.99
$14.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99
$53.99
$56.99
$29.99
$16.99

SPRING SPECIAL!

%
10OFF

Any 2 bottles
of wine with
this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.
Expires 05/24/06

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99
$24.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$24.99
$19.99
$19.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L
4L

Your Favorite Cordials
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

20
10

%
OFF
%
OFF

$17.99
$17.99
$15.99
$13.99
$18.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine
Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341
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‘Light The Night’ Proves
Big Success In Westfield
WESTFIELD – For the first time,
the Northern New Jersey Chapter of
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
held a “Light The Night” walk in
downtown Westfield on May 6, which
raised more than $54,000 to support
the organization’s efforts.
“We are very grateful to the 400
walkers who took part in the event,”
said Stacey Boman, executive director of the Northern New Jersey Chapter. “Corporate and family teams, individual walkers, community groups,
volunteers and businesses who donated supplies helped make this year’s
Light The Night the best ever. The
money raised continues to allow us to
do our important work of helping
patients and finding cures.”
Held nationwide in the fall, “Light
The Night” is the society’s evening
walk to celebrate and commemorate
lives touched by cancer. Funds raised
support efforts to find cures for leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease
and myeloma and to improve the quality of life of patients and their families.
The one- to three-mile walk through
Westfield’s downtown featured flickering red and white balloons. Cancer
survivors carried white balloons,

while others carried red balloons.
For those who were unable to attend but who wanted to honor loved
ones, messages were displayed on
special dedication banners. Although
there was no registration fee, those
who raised $100 or more received a
special “Light The Night” T-shirt.
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, based in White Plains, N.Y., is a
growing voluntary health organization with a nationwide presence. Since
being founded in 1949, the society
has provided more than $240 million
for research specifically targeting
blood-related cancers.
For additional information on the
programs or services available through
the Northern New Jersey Chapter of
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society,
please call (908) 654-9445 or visit
www.leukemia-lymphoma.org/nnj or
www.lightthenight.org/nnj.

Miller-Cory to Present
Open-Hearth Cooking
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will feature
tours of the historic farmhouse and
open-hearth cooking in the Frazee
Building this Sunday, May 21, from 2
to 4 p.m.
In 1740, when Samuel Miller built
the house for his wife, Sabra, Westfield
had one church, 14 houses, one blacksmith, one tavern and one schoolhouse.
The Millers had 100 acres, and their
property stretched from what is now
the Miller-Cory House Museum to the
beginning of downtown Westfield. The
house was bought by Joseph Cory in
1782 and became a museum in 1972.
Costumed docents will give tours of
the restored and fully furnished house.
Additionally, members of the
museum’s Cooking Committee will
demonstrate the skills and techniques
used in 18th century open-hearth cooking, using authentic recipes and seasonal foods. Taste treats will be available for visitors to sample.
The museum’s gift shop, which
offers a wide variety of Colonial reproductions, cookbooks and educational items, also will be open.
Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six. Upcoming
Sunday events include “Gifts of the
Earth – 18th Century Herbs” on June
4; “The Life of a Continental Soldier” on June 11 and the annual “Aunt
Carrie’s Attic Sale” on June 24. For
more information, please call (908)
232-1776.
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Local Firefighters Among
Valor Award Recipients

BLANKETEERS…Westfield Girl Scout Troop No. 824, comprised of sixth
graders from Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate Schools, deliver handmade
fleece blankets to Dr. William Martin, a Scotch Plains chiropractor who handles
the collection of blankets for Project Linus. A national organization with a local
chapter in Linden, Project Linus distributes security blankets to children in local
hospitals. For more information, please visit www.projectlinus.org.

Historical Society Speakers
To Recall Sergeant Muir
SCOTCH PLAINS – Marie Leppert
and John Gausz will share their memories of fellow Scotch Plains resident
Sergeant James Conklin Muir during
the Tuesday, May 23 meeting of the
Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.
This tribute will be presented at 8
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains,
where the monthly Historical Society
meetings are now being held.
Mrs. Leppert will trace the short
and interesting life of Sergeant Muir,
a member of the Class of 1942 at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and an expert skiier, from the
Watchung Mountains to the slopes of
Vermont to the mountains of Italy,
where he died a hero in World War II.
Sergeant Muir served with the 10th
Mountain Division, 85th Army Regiment Ski Troops.
Mr. Gausz will tell about the battle
at Mount Delia Torraccia in Italy,
where Sergeant Muir died. Mrs.
Leppert, Mr. Gausz and Sergeant Muir

Hamiltons Welcome
Son, James Jeffrey
Kim and Jeffrey Hamilton, Jr. of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, James Jeffrey Hamilton,
on Saturday, March 4, at 5:57 p.m. at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
James weighed 7 pounds and 1
ounce and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.
He joins his sisters, Emma, age 4½,
and Katie, age 2¾.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Monica and Jacques Alevy of
North Miami, Fla.
Louise and Jeff Hamilton of
Westfield are his paternal grandparents.

grew up in Scotch Plains and all knew
each other. Sergeant Muir is honored
at two memorials in two states – New
Jersey and Vermont.
This meeting is open free of charge
to everyone. Refreshments and fellowship will follow the program. For
further information, please call Historical Society President Richard
Bousquet at (908) 232-1199.

‘New’ Greek Festival
Kicks Off Tomorrow
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church, located at
250 Gallows Hill Road in Westfield,
will hold its “New” Greek Festival
tomorrow through Sunday, May 19 to
21, at the church.
The festival will take place from 11
a.m. to 11 p.m. tomorrow and Saturday and 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Sunday.
All are welcome.
According to the church, this year’s
event will feature larger tents and a
more extensive menu, as well as additional vendors and games. There also
will be church tours, dancing lessons
and Greek cooking lessons, among
other activities.
The dance lessons will be offered
at 8:30 and 10 p.m. on Friday; 1, 5,
8:30 and 10 p.m. on Saturday and at
1 and 4:30 p.m. on Sunday. Cooking
lessons will be held at 7:30 and 9 p.m.
on Friday; 11:30 a.m., 3, 7:30 and 9
p.m. on Saturday and at 1 and 4:30
p.m. on Sunday.
Additionally, a wine tasting will
be featured between 8 and 10 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday. For more
information on the festival, please
call the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church at (908) 233-8533 or
visit www.holytrinitywestfield.org.

www.goleader.com
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WESTFIELD – Two Westfield
firefighter-EMTs were among the
eight winners this year of the Two
Hundred Club of Union County’s
Valor Awards. The awards were presented May 5 during the club’s 37th
annual luncheon, attended by 400
guests, at L’Affaire Fine Catering in
Mountainside.
Headquartered in Scotch Plains,
the club honors police officers and
firefighters who have performed
above and beyond the call of duty in
their actions. The latest honorees
included one police detective, three
firefighters and four Union County
Sheriff’s officers.
Firefighter-EMTs James C. Pfeiffer
and Michael Duelks of the Westfield
Fire Department were honored for
their efforts in the rescue of a 16month-old boy who had fallen nearly
10 feet into a construction hole at the
Tamaques Park tennis courts in
Westfield last August. In separate
turns, both men had been lowered by
a rope by their colleagues into the
shaft in a bid to reach the youngster,
who was ultimately brought to safety.
Also receiving the Valor Award for
exceptional performance of duty in
2005 were DetectiveAnthony Marques
of the Union Police Department and
Lieutenant Thomas Bondurich of the
Union Fire Department.
Detective Marques was recognized
for having disarmed a man with a
knife, while Lieutenant Bondurich
was lauded for entering a burning
building in search of fire victims,
narrowly escaping death himself from
a gas explosion. The building turned
out to be vacant.
Finally, Officers Anthony
Gialanella, Brendan Sullivan, Gianni
Cacioppo and George Gyure of the
Union County Sheriff’s Office were
presented with the award for their han-

dling of an incident involving an armed
man who had shot Officer Gialanella
in the face before being taken down.
Additionally, the club presented
four-year scholarships to high school
students Louis Rigano of Garwood,
Kimberly Hart of Cranford, Ashlee
Stephan of Rahway and Rachel Woodruff of Ringoes. Each is the child of
a police officer or firefighter in Union
County and was honored for academic excellence.

Bethel Baptist to Hold
‘Gospel Fest’ at WHS
WESTFIELD – The Bethel Baptist
Church of Westfield will present
“Bethel Baptist Gospel Fest” on Saturday, June 17, from 4 to 9 p.m. at
Westfield High School, located at 550
Dorian Road in Westfield. All are
welcome.
A celebration of Gospel Music
Month, the event will take place in
the auditorium. Doors will open at
3:30 p.m. The Reverend James Turpin,
Associate Minister at Bethel Baptist
Church, will be the worship leader.
The program will feature the Bethel
Baptist Mass Choir. Choirs from other
area churches and additional talent
will be showcased as well. Proceeds
will benefit renovation work at the
Bethel Baptist Church. This event will
include a full course dinner in the
cafeteria. Tickets are $20 for general
admission and $10 for those age five to
12. Children under age five will be
admitted for free.
Area residents also are invited to
attend Sunday services at 11 a.m. at
the Bethel Baptist Church, located at
539 Trinity Place. Kevin Clark is the
pastor. For tickets and more details
about the “Gospel Fest,” please call
(908) 233-1282, (908) 288-7008 or
(908) 789-4269 and leave a message.

Italian American Club Plans
Celebration of Centennial
SCOTCH PLAINS – This month,
the Italian American Club of Scotch
Plains will celebrate its 100th anniversary – a prestigious milestone for
this organization, which was founded
by the “sons of Montazzoli” a century ago.
Montazzoli, a small town in the
Abruzzo region of the Chieti Province of Italy, is the twin city of Scotch
Plains. A close relationship between
the two towns began well over a century ago, when the “Montazzolesi”
began to immigrate and settle in
Scotch Plains.
A number of activities are planned
for Saturday, May 27, through Saturday, June 3, to celebrate this centennial event, beginning with a members
and guests dinner dance at the Italian
American Club on May 27.
On Monday, May 29, club members will march in the local Memorial
Day parade and the organization will
have a float dedicated to United States
military service men and women and
the many Italian American veterans
who have served their country during
the past 100 years.
On Thursday, June 1, the public is

invited to participate in a special
Italian Mass to be held at 5 p.m. at
Saint Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains, followed by a free concert
beginning at 7 p.m. at the Alan Augustine Park adjacent to the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, located
at 430 Park Avenue.

St. John’s Baptist
Plans Special Service
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday,
May 21, St. John’s Baptist Church
will hold its 97th anniversary service
at the 10 a.m. worship service. The
Reverend Jerry Carter of the
Morristown Calvary Baptist Church
will be the guest minister.
Reverend Carter also will conduct
the spring revival from Monday, May
22, to Wednesday, May 24, starting at
7:30 p.m. each evening. St. John’s
choirs will provide the music and the
public is invited to attend each service. The church is located at 2387
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains. For
more information, please call (908)
232-6972.

Law Offices of

Robert G. Stahl, LLC
Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Criminal Defense - Federal & State
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

220 St. Paul Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

www.stahlesq.com

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net
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Rev. Leon Randall Retires
As Pastor of St. Luke’s
Ministerium and the Mayor’s Planning Commission for a Better
WESTFIELD – On May 14, the Westfield, along with numerous other
Reverend Leon Randall performed his organizations in surrounding areas.
A cancer survivor, Reverend
final service as pastor at St. Luke’s
A.M.E. Zion Church in Westfield. Rev- Randall has spent a lot of time in and
erend Randall is now retiring after out of hospitals for various surgeries
serving 40 years as a minister and and procedures. He believes his faith
pastor for various A.M.E. Zion is what got him through these tough
churches in New York and New Jersey. times.
During his final sermon last Sun“At my age, it’s mandatory,” said
Reverend Randall. “Actually, I’m 77, day, Reverend Randall thanked memand ministers are supposed to retire at bers of his congregation for “the journey” he had enjoyed
76, so I had an extra
and encouraged those
year.”
who follow him at St.
When Reverend
Luke’s to continue
Randall arrived at St.
the church’s mission.
Luke’s on Downer
“Our job is to keep
Street to take over as
going and to keep addpastor in August of
ing on new ideas,” he
1993, he said he realsaid. “Our destination
ized there were many
is the same – create
challenges ahead of
heaven here on earth
him. “I had to pull
so that we are not surtogether a church that
prised when we get
no pastor wanted,” he
there! The new ideas
explained. “I got them
and new administraout of debt, remodtion should be doing
eled the sanctuary and
God’s work in God’s
worked to attract
Reverend Leon Randall
way. I feel extra
people from outside
blessed that I am able
of Westfield, too. I’m
happy there has been a 180-degree to be around and we should let the new
change in attitudes, where people now generation come in now.”
At the service, Mrs. Randall called
have more faith, trust and love.”
Parishioners and friends displayed each of the women by name in the
an outpouring of well wishes by hold- pews to come up and receive a rose
ing a retirement luncheon in Reverend from her.
“My heart, thoughts and love are
Randall’s honor, as well as declaring
Sunday, May 7, as “Randall Day.” On for all of you who meant so much. I
that day, members of the parish per- want you all to continue walking in
formed all of Reverend Randall’s du- God’s light and know He is the great
ties for him so he and his wife, Rosa, ‘I AM,’” she stated. She also expressed her love for the congregation
could simply relax and enjoy.
A special commemorative book- and thanks to God that its members
let was created consisting of an abun- “have been a part of my life.”
Before becoming a minister, Revdance of letters of thanks, not only
from parishioners but also from erend Randall spent nine years servmembers of other churches and as- ing in the United States Navy. He also
sociations that Reverend Randall has owned and operated dry cleaning busibeen actively involved with through nesses in South Orange, Hillside and
the years. “I’m a firm believer that a Elizabeth. Friends of his still own dry
church doesn’t grow unless you’re cleaning businesses, and now that he
really a part of your community,” the is retiring, he said he might choose to
work there for a few days per week.
longtime minister observed.
“I’ve also enjoyed painting by numMost notably, Reverend Randall
has served as president of the Dr. bers for years,” Reverend Randall
Martin Luther King, Jr. Association said. “Maybe now, I’ll have time to
of Westfield. He was instrumental in try painting without the numbers.”
Reverend Randall said he will conhaving the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. memorial monument erected in tinue to serve at St. Luke’s parish in
a supervisory capacity.
the center of town last June.
At this time, Reverend Randall
“Now, every denomination in
Westfield participates in a Martin reported, it is unknown who will
take his place as pastor. The Clinton
Luther King service,” he remarked.
Locally, Reverend Randall also Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church in
serves on the board of directors for Newark will make the selection later
the Westfield Community Center and this month.
Carol Molnar, who has worked with
the board of the Black Achievers Program at the Westfield Area “Y.” Addi- Reverend Randall in the Martin
tionally, he has devoted himself to Luther King, Jr. Association and on
working with Westfield Senior Hous- the board of directors of the Westfield
ing, the Westfield/Mountainside Community Center, shared kind
words regarding her colleague’s reDinner Dance June 10 tirement.
“Both the Reverend and Mrs.
To Benefit St. Jude
Randall have been a positive influCOUNTY – The 11th Annual Coun- ence on the Westfield community,”
try Western Dinner Dance to benefit she said. “They have the courage to
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital speak the truth even when it may be
will be held on Saturday, June 10, difficult to do so. Also, St. Luke’s
from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Gran Centuri- A.M.E. Church on Downer Street
ons, 440 Madison Hill Road in Clark. has one of the best gospel choirs in
Tickets are $35 each ($40 if pur- the United States!”
chased after Wednesday, May 31)
7+('$9,1&,&2'(
and include a sit down prime rib din)$&725),&7,21"
ner, plus beer, wine and soda. The
event will feature Miss Babs and the
2SP
Kickin’ Boogie Band along with disk
681'$<0$<
jockeys Jim and Wanda York, plus 50/
DW)LUVW%DSWLVW
50 raffles and door prizes.
&KXUFKRI:HVWILHOG
Founded by entertainer Danny Tho(OP6WUHHW
mas, St. Jude treats children regardDr. Frank Ancona, Professor at Sussex
less of their family’s ability to pay.
County Community College, on the life
The Memphis, Tenn. hospital is dediand art of Leonardo DaVinci, Priory of
cated to improving treatment for, as
Sion, Knights Templar, Opus Dei, and
well as seeking the causes, cures and
quest for the holy grail
prevention of, leukemia, Hodgkin’s
Rev. Dr. Dee Dee Turlington of First
Baptist on the early church, secret gospels
disease, sickle cell anemia and other
and the New Testament.
childhood diseases. For more infor908-233-2278/
mation and tickets, please call Ray
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net
Fleming at (732) 382-7167.
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Classical Music Concert
To Benefit FOP Research

By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAYORAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT…Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
signs a proclamation May 2 designating May as “Osteoporosis Awareness and
Prevention Month,” in accordance with the National Osteoporosis Foundation.
Christine Alger from the Westfield Area “Y,” right, and Myriam Gabriel, health
educator and lead coordinator with the North Jersey Regional Arthritis Center
at Morristown Memorial Hospital, were present to receive the proclamation.

Samantha Luscombe Seeks
Support For ‘Bear Fair’
WESTFIELD – Westfield Senior
Girl Scout Samantha “Sammy”
Luscombe is working toward her Gold
Award – the highest award a Girl Scout
between the ages of 14 and 18 can
attain – with a project entitled “The
Bear Fair: Stuffed with Love,” to be
held at Westfield High School on Tuesday, June 20, from 2 to 5 p.m.
Her goal is to obtain unstuffed plush
animal skins, which local children
will stuff at the fair. In return, they
will be treated to an afternoon of fun
and prizes. The animals will be donated to police and fire departments,
shelters and hospitals, and given to
children in stressful or painful situations to help provide comfort.
As a Girl Scout, Sammy cannot
accept financial donations, but area

Discussion on Hamas
Scheduled For Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey will host a discussion on
“Hamas and the Prospects for Peace”
this Sunday, May 21.
Sam Norich, executive director of
The Forward, America’s oldest continuously published Jewish newspaper, will lead the discussion.
Open to all, the program will begin
with refreshments at 10 a.m. Afterward, Mr. Norich will make a formal
presentation on the topic and then
host a question-and-answer session.
There is no charge, although a $10
donation is suggested. Free
babysitting will be available.
Reservations are strongly recommended. For more details or to make a
reservation, please contact Susan
Lemerman at slemerman@jccnj.org or
call (908) 889-8800, extension no. 205.

residents are invited to help in other
ways. To “Adopt a Bear for the Fair,”
please visit Sammy’s website,
www.TheBearFair.com, before Thursday, June 1, and follow the link at the
bottom of the page. Individuals also
may call 1-(888) 226-5218 to donate.
Each animal made will have a tag
informing the child who receives it
that someone cares and giving the
name of the donor and the first name of
the child who stuffed it for him or her.
Other ways to help include donating bulk carnival prizes (small toys);
door prizes for children or their parents; services like party rentals, clown
services for the afternoon or photography services with a popular
children’s character. Westfield teenagers are needed to donate time as
helpers at the event.
All donors will be listed on a donor board at the event, and on
Sammy’s project website. Stores,
companies or professionals that donate items or services also will be
listed in a program to be distributed
to all participants, have links to their
company or store websites on
Sammy’s project site and be acknowledged in newspaper articles.
The Bear Fair will be open to elementary school-age children. Registration is required. Registration
forms will be available on the website
or may be obtained by e-mailing
TheBearFair@yahoo.com or by calling (908) 233-8619. The number of
unstuffed animals donated will determine attendance.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Community Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside will present “An
Evening of Classical Music” this Saturday, May 20, at 7:30 p.m. at the
church, located at 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside.
All proceeds will directly benefit
the FOP Foundation in its search for
a cure for Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva, a very rare, progressive,
genetic disease. The foundation was
created by the family of Whitney
Weldon, now 13, a former Westfield
resident who was diagnosed with the
condition at age nine. It is dedicated to
raising funds to support and advance
the work of a team of researchers at the
University of Pennsylvania.
Last month, in what is considered
a major breakthrough, the team announced the discovery of a responsible mutant gene. It is believed the

Economist to Spotlight
Inflation Targeting
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Thursday,
May 25, the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains, will host a lecture at 7:30 p.m.
entitled “The Federal Reserve and
Inflation Targeting.”
Dick Peach, an economist with the
Federal Reserve Bank in New York,
will address the policy of inflation
targeting in the context of the national economic picture. There will
be time for discussion and questions.
To reserve a place, please call (908)
322-8047.

team’s research also will considerably help osteo-arthritis sufferers.
The concert will feature Sohee Lee,
piano; Joseph Hill, countertenor;Yumi
Oshima, viola, and John Dupuis, piano. It will include works by Bach,
Mozart, Fauré, Gounod and Brahms,
among others.
The suggested donations are $12
for adults, $7 for senior citizens and $5
for children. Please make checks payable to the “Trustees of the University
of Pennsylvania,” with “Weldon FOP
Fund” written on the memo line.

FUMC Announces
Vacation Bible School
WESTFIELD – Registrations are
being accepted for the “Adventure of
the Treasure Seekers” Vacation Bible
School, to be held Monday through
Friday, July 10 to 14, at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield.
Sessions will take place from 9
a.m. to noon each day, with an additional celebration for all participating families on Thursday evening.
Open to children ages three through
sixth grade, “Adventure of the Treasure Seekers” will utilize an archaeological dig to help youngsters explore
how all people are treasures in God’s
eyes.
The cost is $25 per student, although scholarship help is available
if needed. The First United Methodist Church is located at One East
Broad Street. For more information,
please call the church office at (908)
233-4211.

Event to Focus on Siblings
Of Special Needs Children
SCOTCH PLAINS – As part of a
continuing series of programs for
families of individuals with disabilities, the Scotch Plains Public Library
will present Christina Dellibovi in a
workshop for families on Tuesday,
May 23, from 7 to 9 p.m. in the
library’s Community Room.
A certified child life specialist, Ms.
Dellibovi initiated a collaborative
effort with Children’s Specialized
Hospital’s Psychology Department to
develop a program to specifically meet
the needs of siblings of children with
special needs.
The workshop will focus on the
unique concerns and opportunities of
siblings of those with special needs.
Parent and sibling resources will be

provided, including information about
ClubSib, a peer support group for
siblings of children with disabilities.
Designed especially for the brothers and sisters of youngsters with physical disabilities, autism spectrum disorders, developmental disabilities and
brain injuries, the group seeks to provide education about the disability;
increase the exchange of information
within the family; enhance the sibling’s
connectedness to others who have a
sibling with special needs; celebrate
the self and boost self-esteem.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information or directions,
please call (908) 322-5007 or visit the
library’s website at www.scotlib.org.

Business
Embroidery Customer
Of The Week

Our Alzheimer’s care begins with
what’s been forgotten.
Tony & Nick Archambault
Falcon Graphics Inc.

Town Embroidery
102 Quimby Street
908 233 -1221
www.townembroidery.com

surroundings that are both safe and nurturing,
where who they are is never forgotten.

Each senior has a history that makes them a
unique individual. At Sunrise our approach
to Alzheimer’s care begins with understanding
the stories and details of a senior’s life.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living community for more information about how we
care for seniors with memory impairment.
In Mountainside and Westﬁeld, we feature
our Reminiscence program for Alzheimer’s
residents.

Knowing our residents better means we can
help them attain what we call “pleasant days”
by ﬁnding activities they can enjoy and be
successful at. We do this in specially designed

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

WORSHIP SERVICES
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY, WESTFIELD
1st and 3rd Sundays, 10:30 AM at the Christian Science Reading Room
116 Quimby Street (Across from Robert Treat Delicatessen.)
For reading room hours and other information: 908-232-3226.

Christian Science Sentinel - Radio Edition
SUNDAYS at 7 AM on WOR Radio (710 AM)
Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio

Mountainside
Westﬁeld

May 21: Selfless Love, Bountiful Lives
May 28: Prayer That Heals

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Sunrise of Westﬁeld

908-654-4460
908-317-3030

1350 Route 22 West
240 Springﬁeld Avenue

AL, ALZ
AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

For additional information on Christian Science visit:
www.tfccs.com, www.spirituality.com, www.csmonitor.com, www.powerfulprayer.com

Vitamin Sale

Buy 1 Get 2nd - 1/2 Price
(With This Ad - Expires May 28, 2006)

Full “Solgar
itamin”” Line
Solgar Vitamin
HOMEPATHICS
Over 200 in Stock

GLUTEN FREE FOODS

Back
To
Nature
13 Walnut Avenue, Cranford
1-888-686-4276

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com
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Frances Ruglio, 94, Had Been Employed
Many Years as Orbach’s Sales Associate
Frances Ruglio, 94, of Fanwood
died on Sunday, May 14, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Born in Newark, she had lived in
Scotch Plains before moving to
Fanwood 38 years ago.
Mrs. Ruglio had been employed as
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on MAY 9, 2006 the 2006 LOCAL
MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS was duly
passed on second and final reading.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $11.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
JUNE 1, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing to consider the following
appeal(s):
Elizabethtown Water Company
(Cont’d) for an appeal of the Zoning
Officer’s decision pursuant to NJSA
40:55D-70a in conjunction with the proposed subdivision of the property located
at 585 Jerusalem Road (Block 4401, Lot
13), Scotch Plains. In the alternative,
applicant is requesting Minor Subdivision
Approval and a Use Variance from the
following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-6.1a3 whereby “no non-conforming use may be expanded.” The proposed subdivision of the subject lot into
two (2) lots decreases the size of the
property upon which cellular towers, a
non-conforming use, exist. This constitutes an expansion of that non-conforming
use.
Applicant is also requesting any and all
variances deemed to be necessary at the
time of hearing, including any and all other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
Michael and Linda Brennan for two (2)
Variances to permit the construction of a
detached two-car garage at the property
located at 1990 Farmingdale Road (Block
12605, Lot 09), Scotch Plains, contrary to
the following sections of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4D, R-2 Zone whereby
minimum side-yard setback required for
secondary buildings in excess of 200
square feet is ten (10) feet; proposed: five
(5) feet; and
Section 23-3.4D, R-2 Zone whereby
minimum rear-yard setback required for
secondary buildings in excess of 200
square feet is ten (10) feet; proposed: five
(5) feet.
Suzanne Appezzato for a Use Variance in order to permit the construction of
a new two-family home, a non-conforming
use in the R-3A Zone, at the property
located at 2012 Bartle Avenue (Block
2103, Lot 05), Scotch Plains, contrary to
the following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-6.1a.3. whereby “no nonconforming use may be expanded.” Applicant is proposing to demolish the existing
two-family house and to construct a new
two-family house measuring approximately
seven (7) feet wider, thereby creating the
expansion of a non-conforming use.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $63.24

MASTER
MEMORIALS
524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ
(908) 233-2350

a sales associate with Orbach’s Department Store in Newark for many
years prior to retiring.
She was predeceased by her husband, Gerardo Ruglio, in 1968; a
daughter, Christina DiGiesi, in 1957,
and two brothers, Joseph Fallucca
and Vito Fallucca.
Surviving are a son, Michael
Ruglio; a daughter, Rose Riepe; seven
grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren and a great-great grandchild.
The funeral will be held at 8:30
a.m. today, Thursday, May 18, from
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral
Mass will be offered at 9:30 a.m. at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment will follow at Holy Cross
Cemetery in North Arlington.
May 18, 2006

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 1869
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield on
May 16, 2006. Copies of this ordinance
can be obtained without cost in the Clerk’s
Office at the Westfield Town Hall, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.
The purpose of the ordinance is to
AMEND THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD IN ORDER TO FACILITATE THE PROVISION
OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN THE
THIRD HOUSING CYCLE IN CONNECTION WITH RESIDENTIAL AND NONRESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT.
This ordinance is scheduled for adoption on June 6, 2006 at 8:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Leader
Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE

– Obituaries –
John D. Ketcham, 58, Was Accountant;
Family Man, Coach and Volunteer
John Davidson Ketcham, 58, of
Kinnelon, N.J., son of the late Frank
and Joan Ketcham of Westfield, N.J.,
died on Thursday, May 11, 2006.
He is survived by his wife, Jody
Davies Ketcham; four children, William, Steven, Suzanne and Casey, and
five grandchildren, as well as his
brother, Michael; three sisters, Kathy
Ketcham, Billy Heath and Debbie
Goodeve, and 10 nephews and nieces.
In addition, he will be remembered
by his first wife, Josephine Ketcham,
and a foster daughter, Krystyn DePree.
John defined his life by his love for
his family, his lifelong friendships
and his involvement in community.
He was a loving husband, father,
grandfather and foster parent. He will
be remembered as a respected professional, trusted friend, an accomplished swimmer/coach and as a
trustee/volunteer for many charitable
organizations both nearby and abroad.
John earned his undergraduate de-

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1867
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE ZONING MAP OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD TO
READOPT THE JULY 1998
ZONING MAP
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Town of Westfield as follows:
SECTION I:
Article 11, Zone District Regulations, is
hereby amended by replacing Section
11.02 A, with the following paragraph:
A. Zoning map. The Zoning Map of the
Town of Westfield , as prepared by Robert
Catlin and Associates and dated July 1998
is hereby declared to be a part of this
ordinance.
SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in
conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or
provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV.
This ordinance shall take effect after
passage and publication as soon as, and
in the manner provided by law.
1 T - 5/18/06, The Leader
Fee: $45.90

Legal Advertising
PUBLIC NOTICE

Lettered • Cleaned

Tim Doerr
Sally Bauer Doerr
(established 1939)

Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education met on May 2, 2006 and awarded the
following contracts for professional services pursuant to 18A:18A.5.a(1). The resolution
of award and the contracts listed below are available for public inspection at the Office
of the Board Secretary located at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street from 9:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday:
Contract
Contract
Name
Nature of Award
Period
Amount
Roselli & Roselli
Legal Services
7/1/06-6/30/07
$120,000.00
Barre & Company
Auditing Services
7/1/06-6/30/07
$26,735.00
Casetta, Taylor & Whalen Negotiating Services 7/1/06-6/30/07
$29,015.00
Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
Fee: $29.58

1 T - 5/18/06, The Times

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Robert G. Laughlin of Southbury,
Conn., formerly of Westfield, N.J.,
passed away peacefully on Sunday,
May 14, at age 80 at Riverglen Health
Care Center in Southbury.
Born on September 18, l925 in
Leonia, N.J., Bob was the son of
Gwendolyn D. and William H.
Laughlin. After graduating from
Leonia High School, where he was a
star pitcher on the baseball team, Bob
served in the United States Army during World War II at Fort Bragg, N.C.
from 1943 to 1945.
For several years, Bob was the final
preparation artist for George Gately,
creator of the comic strip “Heathcliff.”
He was also a brilliantly talented cartoonist himself, creating and publishing several original comic strips. Included in his portfolio were “Freddie
Fumbles,” carried by Mechanix Illustrated; “Cuffy” the cat, carried by
Cat Fancy magazine, and “Rufus”
the dog, carried by Dog Fancy magazine.
In the 1980s, Bob created “Kitz
and Katz Komiks,” about a whimsical pair of cats, one black and one
white, who just could never seem to
solve the dilemma of “who’s who?”

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on WEDNESDAY, JUNE
7, 2006 in the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such later time
and place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels
of land assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each
respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable
against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. As computed
to the 7th day of June 2006.
Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Borough of Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.
At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs. Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.), and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.). In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.
In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.
The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:
BLK
26
27
46
55
56
64
66
66
75
77
116

LOT
51
60
10
10
9

OWNER NAME
Kiss, Joseph & Evelyn
Clark, Charles & Jill
Sheppard, Carol & Wm.
SJF Real Estate Holding
Printing & Holding of
Fanwood
11
Mehta Family LLC
2
Seaboard Associates
3
Seaboard Associates
14
Van Brunt, Alan
27.02 Hoffman, Richard & Helen
75.01 Terry, Janet

4 T - 5/11, 5/18, 5/25, 6/1/06, The Times

PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL DUE
24 Mary Lane
$ 2,657.62
162 Farley Avenue
$ 5,270.08
225 Tillotson Road
$ 5,180.87
65 South Avenue
$ 2,659.97
74 South Avenue
36 South Martine Ave
265 South Avenue
275 South Avenue
465 North Avenue
1034 Hetfield Avenue
4 Saville Row

$ 16,895.56
$ 3,072.08
$ 7,237.21
$ 6,987.88
$ 2,585.43
$ 403.60
$ 5,214.33
Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes
Fee: $326.40

PUBLIC NOTICE

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.hillsidecemetery.com

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
May 16, 2006.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2124
AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL
THE SOUTH AVENUE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN AND ELM
STREET REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN
1 T - 5/18/06, The Leader

Fee: $14.79

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 06-08-R
ORDINANCE REPLACING
CHAPTER 255 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD,
ENTITLED
“FANWOOD STORM WATER
AND FLOOD ORDINANCE”
WITH A NEW CHAPTER 255,
ENTITLED
“FANWOOD
STORMWATER CONTROL
ORDINANCE FOR MAJOR
DEVELOPMENTS”
AND
ALSO ADOPTING CHAPTER
256, ENTITLED “FANWOOD
STORMWATER CONTROL
ORDINANCE FOR NON-MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS”
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on May 9, 2006.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication
as required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Designer • Builders of fine

MONUMENTS
MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

May 18, 2006

Robert ‘Bob’ Laughlin, 80, Cartoonist;
Created Collector Series Baseball Cards

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held May 2, 2006,
and that the said Council will further consider the same for final passage on the 6th
day of June, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be reached,
in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at which time and place any
person who may be interested therein will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

gree from Wesleyan University and
his MBA from the Tuck School of
Business at Dartmouth College. He
began his accounting career at Price
Waterhouse in New York City and
subsequently moved to Hong Kong,
where he resided for several years.
He returned to the United States to
join the Ketcham family accounting
firm, established by his father, Frank.
John’s son, Steve, will carry on the
family practice that has been in service for over 60 years.
A memorial service will be held on
Saturday, May 20, at 11 a.m. at the
Reformed Church, 155 Kinnelon
Road, Kinnelon, N.J. 07405.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in memory of John to the
Frost Valley YMCA, 2000 Frost Valley Road, Claryville, N.Y. 12725 or
to the Music Fund of the Reformed
Church in Kinnelon, where John sang
in the choir.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its May 8, 2006 meeting for the following
applications heard at its April 5, 2006
meeting:
Christina & Paul Beck, 605 Mountain
Avenue, Seeking permission to install a
deck contrary to the requirements of Section 12.04G & 13.02.C1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application Approved as
Amended.
Joseph Stivala, 122 Myrtle Avenue,
Seeking permission to construct an addition contrary to the requirements of Section 12.04F1 & 13.01B of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application Approved as
Submitted.
Peter & Amy Anderson, 531
Wychwood Road, Seeking permission to
construct an addition contrary to the requirements of Section 12.04F1 & 11.08E6
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
Approved as Submitted.
Jay & Lisa Troutman, 601 Roosevelt
Street, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.03D & 11.09E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application Approved
as Submitted.
Brian & Valerie Sewald, 827 Dorian
Road, Seeking permission to construct an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.08E6, 12.04F1 & 12.04E1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Application
Approved as Submitted.
Joann States, 1033 Columbus Avenue, Seeking permission to construct a
rear yard addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.09E7 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application Approved as
Submitted.
David & Debra Judd, 601 Leigh Drive,
Seeking permission to construct an addition contrary to the requirements of Section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application Approved as Submitted.
Jeff & Noelle Koetje, 756 Clarence
Street, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application Approved as Submitted.
Richard & Grace Cetlin, 658 Tremont
Avenue, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Application Approved as Submitted.
Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 5/18/06, The Leader
Fee: $55.59

PUBLIC NOTICE

as they cavorted about their world
among a cast of supportive characters; “Nootin” the squirrel; “Kozy”
the cat and “Wowbow” the backwards
barking dog, to name just a few.
Bob additionally created several
collector series baseball cards for the
Fleer Gum Corporation. His artistic
talents also extended to watercolor
and woodworking. He was a lover of
crossword puzzles, games, music and
playing the piano.
Bob was “a loving husband, father
and grandfather.” His soft-spoken
ways and sense of humor were appreciated by all who met him. He loved
his craft and was a devoted fan and
collector of “Krazy Kat” by the comic
artist George Herrimann. Bob was
also an avid New York Yankees fan.
He was the husband of Florence
Laughlin (formerly Florence
MacDowell) of Southbury, Conn.,
formerly of Westfield. Florence and
Bob were married in 1978 and resided in Westfield until 2004.
In addition to his wife, Bob is survived by his daughter, Holly Bardes,
and son-in-law, George, of Dumont,
N.J., Nancy MacDowell-Kaye of
Redding, Conn., Tom MacDowell of
Littleton, Mass., his grandsons, Jim
Bardes, George Bardes and Christopher Deserio, and his granddaughter,
Jamie Deserio.
He also was the father of the late
Wendy Deserio of Palisades Park,
N.J. and grandfather of the late Christine Bardes.
Memorial services will be held tomorrow, Friday, May 19, at 2 p.m. at
the Munson-Lovetere Funeral Home,
located at 235 Main Street North in
Southbury, Conn.
May 18, 2006

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held May 16, 2006
and that the said Council will further consider the same for final passage on the 6th
day of June, 2006, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be reached,
in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at which time and place any
person who may be interested therein will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1868
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
AND CHAPTER 16
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union:
SECTION I:
1. Section 13-6 of Chapter 13 of the
Town Code shall be amended to add the
following subsections:
Sec. 13-6. Stop intersections.
Sherman Street and Harding Street.
Stop sign signs shall be installed on
Harding Street.
2. Section 13-26 of Chapter 13 of the
Town Code shall be amended to add the
following subsections:
Sec. 13-26. Two-Hour Zones –
Unmetered
Walnut Street.
(1) Both sides between Elm Street and
Lawrence Avenue.
(2) Both sides between Lawrence Avenue and Mountain Avenue.
Kimball Avenue.
Both sides between Elm Street and
Lawrence Avenue.
3. Section 13-26 of Chapter 13 of the
Town Code shall be amended by deleting
the existing parking restrictions for Walnut
Street.
4. Section 13-20 of Chapter 13 of the
Town Code shall be amended by deleting
the existing parking restrictions for Walnut
Street.
5. Section 16-2 (pp) of Chapter 16 of the
Town Code of the Town of Westfield shall
be repealed.
SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in
conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or
provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV.
All sections of this ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner provided by
law.
1 T - 5/18/06, The Leader
Fee: $66.81

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
2006-2007
ANNUAL NOTICE OF REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS
(N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d)
ALL MEETINGS HELD AT:
Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
OPEN AGENDA MEETINGS - 7:30 P.M.
(8:00 P.M. Public Participation)
Tuesday, May 9, 2006
Thursday, June 8, 2006
Thursday, September 14, 2006
Thursday, October 5, 2006
Thursday, November 16, 2006

Thursday, December 7, 2006
Thursday, January 11, 2007
Thursday, February 8, 2007
Thursday, March 8, 2007 (Adopt Tent. Budget)

The Board will meet at 7:30 P.M. to recess into executive session, and will return
to the public meeting at 8:00 P.M. at which time action may be taken.
REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS - 7:30 P.M.
(8:00 P.M. Public Participation)
Tuesday, May 30, 2006
Thursday, June 29, 2006
Thursday, July 27, 2006
Thursday, August 24, 2006
Thursday, September 28, 2006
Thursday, October 19, 2006

Thursday, November 30, 2006
Thursday, December 21, 2006
Thursday, January 25, 2007
Thursday, February 22, 2007
Tuesday, March 27, 2007
(Public Hearing on Budget)
Thursday, April 12, 2007

The Board will meet at 7:30 P.M. to recess into executive session, and will return
to the public meeting at 8:00 P.M. at which time action will be taken.
Tuesday, May 1, 2007 - Annual Organization Meeting
*************************************************************
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
*
NJSBA Convention – October 25-27, 2006
*
Nomination Petitions due February 26, 2007 by 4:00 p.m.
*
Budget to County – March 6, 2007
*
Drawing for Position on Ballot – March 7, 2007
*
Board Elections – April 17, 2007
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $69.36

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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By Donna Stein

What are the possessions that we
hold on to through the years? We box
them up and move them from one
home to the next, or as teachers, one
classroom or school to another. What
are the mementos that we choose to
stick in a box or drawer?
I am in the process of cleaning out
a classroom after 39 years of teaching
and find myself looking through
things I have saved throughout the
years. (Much to the chagrin of school
custodians who have helped me lug
them along from place to place.) Although there are quite a few things I
can easily toss and another assortment I can pass on to colleagues,
there is a special collection of possessions to which I continue to cling.
They are the things that I hold most
reverent and dear. They have shaped
my teaching and my life, and I intend
to carefully and prudently hone the
collection to a reasonable size and
carry it onward. Revisiting these treasures has brought smiles and tears as
I remember the children and colleagues who have left indelible marks.
I found a paper I had written for a
course I had taken in 1978 called
“Learning and Imagination.” It speaks
of the importance of creative experiences in the education of the “whole
child.” “These qualities,” I write, “are
skills which can and must be taught.
It is the responsibility of the educational system to reflect the needs and
goals of the society and provide programs that will expand and develop
each individual to their fullest capacity.”
I enjoy re-reading this paper. It

reminds me of the young teacher I
was, and the excitement I felt about
creating an environment for the children I taught. I wanted the students in
my class to care about what they were
learning. I wanted them to love language and become confident writers.
I feel the same today.
I’ve found all sorts of memorabilia
as I go through my boxes. Moments
shared with more than 1,000 children
in the last four decades. Thousands of
poems, pictures, letters, a collection
of stories, charts, and writings about
gerbils from the early days (before
allergies) called “What You Always
Wanted to Know About Gerbils, But
Were Afraid to Ask,” a little book
about measles, giving all the gory
details, descriptions, and suggestions,
meticulously handwritten by a student. The list goes on and on.
I can confidently report that my
students have performed well in all
academic areas, for I am a firm believer in the value of hard work, competency and high standards. Ask any
child who has been in my class. I
agree with Bill Gates, when he says,
“I have never met the guy who doesn’t
know how to multiply who created
software. You need to understand
things in order to invent beyond them.”
But I also believe that, “Education
is,” as Yeats put it, “not the filling of
a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” I
don’t know a better way to light that
fire than to help a child find his or her
own spark through creativity. And I
believe it is those experiences and the
things that are created around those
experiences that become the valued
treasures we tuck away and take with
us on our journey.

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

American Culture Suffers
From Copycat Syndrome
By JESSICA RIEGEL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Literary critics, chick-lit-loving
tweens, and all the Americans inbetween were shocked by allegations that a Harvard sophomore had
plagiarized parts of her first novel,
“How Opah Mehta Got Kissed, Got
Wild, and Got a Life.”
Kaavya Viswanathan’s claim that
she unconsciously and unintentionally borrowed passages from other
books produced rolled eyes and cynical groans, but however truthful her
responses, is it so outlandish that
previously published ideas somehow
found their way into her book?
Double-dipped ideas, however
“unconscious and unintentional”
they might be, are commonplace today. Though original works spout up
every now and then, American culture seems to be suffering from copycat syndrome.
The roster of summer movie releases attests to the entertainment
industry’s twilight zone, entered
purposely or by habit. Pirates of the
Caribbean 2, Mission Impossible 3,
Scary Movie 4. After Batman made
his reappearance earlier this year,
Superman Returns at the end of
June. Another superhero troupe visits the silver screens once again in
X-Men: The Last Stand. And if not
sequels, then remakes, like the recently updated The Pink Panther
and the upcoming Poseidon. Other
upcoming blockbusters are adaptations of popular television shows
and books. The big-screen version
of “Miami Vice” will hit theatres
this summer, as will The Da Vinci
Code, based on the best-selling
novel.
Some studios shy away from labeling movies as ‘remakes,’ producing ones with the same plot, themes
and characters, but different titles.
Disney’s The Wild features an animated group of animals that runs
away from a New York zoo and winds
up in Africa where the assorted bunch
struggles with the wilderness but
learns to love the natural habitat.
Sound familiar? It’s just like last
summer’s Madagascar.
It is the zoo escape remake-indenial scenario that most resembles
Viswanathan’s unintended book
borrowing. Maybe the Wild producers accidentally channeled those
second-hand animal escapades. After all, how many storylines can be
built around disgruntled city zoo
dwellers? Or perhaps they were on
a tight deadline and, remembering
the success of last year’s animated
summer flick, thought it easier to
scoop more than a few ideas from
the recycle bin.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Ferriero Engineering, Inc., 180 Main Street, Post Office
Box 571, Chatham, New Jersey 07930
NATURE OF SERVICE: Engineering
assistance involving a tax appeal for
Shackamaxon Country Club.
DURATION: Completion of tax appeal
process.
AMOUNT: $4,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $16.32

However, with the exception of
high-profile instances like “Opah,”
most Americans rarely realize that
they’ve heard or watched or read
something suspiciously similar before. Of course, not every piece of
modern American culture has been
plagiarized, but such patterns of repetition are curious in the context of a
society that prides itself on constant
progress and improvement.
The fashion industry, known for
its challenges to convention, also
seems more comfortable with triedand-true patterns. 1980’s spandex,
1950’s pedal pushers and 1940’s
broaches have all recently appeared
on runways and in closets. If each
era has its own defining style, ours is
nothing more and nothing less than a
mish-mosh of trends past. But where
can we go from here? Creativity is a
fleeting concept today; it all seems
to have been done before.
Are there limits on the reaches of
human creativity, or are we simply
afraid of risking failure with new
ideas? Are parallel plotlines and designs a realization of psychologist
Carl Jung’s collective unconscious
— the idea that all people have universally shared instincts and experiences? Or do we just suffer from
collective laziness? For now,
America seems to care little for originality; whether the motive is profit
or ease, it’s easier to trace a picture
than sketch a new one.
There is, however, one good side
to our national state of déjà vu: if
you happen to miss a summer blockbuster, you’re guaranteed another
chance to see it on the big screen
next year.
Jessica is a junior at Westfield
High School.

More Education
on Page 23
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 06-05-69
CONTRACTOR: DeBiasse & Seminara
PC; 1955 Washington Valley Road,
Martinsville, New Jersey 08836
NATURE OF SERVICE: Architectural
Services/Public Works Garage
DURATION: Period ending December
31, 2006.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $23,500.00.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 06-05-72
CONTRACTOR: DeBiasse & Seminara
PC; 1955 Washington Valley Road,
Martinsville, New Jersey 08836
NATURE OF SERVICE: Architectural
Services/Design Downtown Sign and Facade Program.
DURATION: Period ending April 30,
2007.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $30,000.00.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $18.36
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Roosevelt Announces Third
Marking Period Honor Roll

The Treasures of Teaching
Franklin School teacher

Thursday, May 18, 2006

WESTFIELD –Roosevelt Intermediate School Principal Stewart Carey
announced that the following seventh
and eighth grade students were named
to the third marking period honor roll
for the 2005-2006 school year at
Roosevelt. They are:
7th Grade Honors
Nia Ali

SPRING IN THEIR STEPS...The Woman’s Club of Westfield’s honored eight
students with their 2006 Spring Scholarship Awards, which totaled $40,000.
Pictured, from left to right, are: top row, James Arbes, Nicholas Brownstone,
Margaret Driscoll, and Thomas Fringer; bottom row, Kimberly Milan, Annie
Peyton, Jayne Ruotolo, and Courtney Fox-Sherman.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Announces Award Winners
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield announced its 2006
Spring Scholarship Awards, totaling
$40,000. The following eight students
will each be presented with a $5,000
one-time Freshman Grant at The
Woman’s Club’s general meeting,
held on May 15 at The Masonic Lodge
in Westfield.
The following six students will each
receive a General Woman’s Club
$5,000. one-time Freshman Grant:
James Arbes, son of Lucy Arbes
and captain the Westfield High School
(WHS) golf team. James was nominated by students and staff to be part
of the Transition Project, helping incoming students to adjust to WHS.
James will attend Rutgers University
where he will pursue his interest in
chemistry and mathematics.
Nicholas Brownstone, son of Doug
and Judy Brownstone, is a member of
student council where he serves as
treasurer. He plays basketball and
lacrosse. Nick is also a member of
The Westfield Rescue Squad and a
member of the Model United Nations, the National Honor Society and
the French Honor Society. Nick will
attend Cornell University, and plans
to major in biology, leading to a medical career.
Margaret Driscoll, daughter of
Myles and Margaret Driscoll, is a
member of the cross country, and
winter and spring track teams. Margaret took part in the Transition
Project as a group leader. She is sports
editor for the Hi’s Eye, WHS’s newspaper. She has volunteered at a summer camp for ill children, and worked
at a dancing school camp. She will
attend Manhattan College and major
in communications-journalism.
Courtney Fox-Sherman, daughter
of Susan Sherman, is a member of the
National Honor Society. She excels
in Latin, and has tutored and worked
outside of school at a local medical
office for the past year. Courtney has
worked at her church, Habitat for
Humanity and at a local soup kitchen.
Courtney will attend Rutgers University where she will major in mathematics.
Thomas Fringer, son of Maureen

Brittany Sanders
Interns for Legislator
WESTFIELD – Brittany Sanders of Mountainside, a junior political science major at Quinnipiac
University in Hamden, Conn.,
completed a semester-long internship with Connecticut Rep. Alfred
Adinolfi through Connecticut’s
Legislative Internship Program.
Interns in the program track
bills, respond to requests from
constituents, do research, and observe the state budget process.
The internship ran from January
to May 3. Brittany earned six
credits for her work.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 06-11-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING

Brehm and Robert Fringer, is a member of the National Honor Society
and is the chapter’s vice president. He
has lettered in WHS varsity swimming and soccer. Tom has worked as
a certified youth soccer referee in
both the spring and fall, and has been
a peer minister at his church. Tom
will pursue his interest in government at The College of William and
Mary through a political science major.
Jayne Ruotolo, daughter of Mary
Ruotolo, is a member of the WHS
cross-country and spring track teams,
plays lacrosse and sings with the
Westfield Chorale. Jayne volunteers
with Mobile Meals and Children’s
Specialized Hospital. She is a member of the National Honor Society,
Italian and Spanish Honor Societies,
and been on the Distinguished Honor
Roll. Her interest in languages and
sciences, will lead her toward a medical career, beginning at Vanderbilt
University.
The recipient of the Erma Sloane
Chambers $5000 one-time freshman
grant is Annie Peyton, daughter of
Robert and Carole Peyton. Annie is a
Girl Scout, and has earned the Gold
Award. She runs cross-country and
track, and is the news page editor for
Hi’s Eye. She is also a peer minister
for her church. She has worked as a
tutor for mathematics and chemistry,
and is a classroom aide. She will
attend Tulane University, where she
will major in architecture.
The recipient of the Ruth L.
Quadenfield Antiques Department
$5,000 one-time Freshman Grant is
Kimberly Milan, daughter of Coletta
and Jose Milan. Kimberly is included
in Who’s Who Among American High
School Students. She sings for the
WHS Concert Choir, an honors choir.
Kimberly is active in her church’s
youth ministry. She will attend the
College of New Jersey where she will
major in biology with a concentration in psychology looking toward a
career in research on childhood medical and mental issues.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 06-06-R
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 184 OF THE BOROUGH CODE AND SPECIFICALLY SECTION 52 TO ELIMINATE THE RIGHT OF APPEAL TO THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL AND TO AMEND
SECTION 157A TO REVISE
THE PERMITTED SIZE OF
CERTAIN SIGNS
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on May 9, 2006.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication
as required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on May 4, 2006, the following decisions of the Board were memorialized:

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on May 9, 2006. Copies of this
ordinance can be obtained without cost in
the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
This ordinance amends various ordinances of the Borough Code relating to
maximum fines for violations.
This ordinance is scheduled for adoption on June 13, 2006, 7:30 P.M. Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $20.40

Denied Use Variances and Site Plan
approval to Cumberland Farms, Inc. in
conjunction with proposed improvements
to the existing service station at the property located at 2650 Route 22 @ Mountain Avenue (Block 5503, Lot 01), Scotch
Plains.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 06-12-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on May 9, 2006. Copies of this
ordinance can be obtained without cost in
the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
This ordinance amends Chapter 280
of the Borough Code relating to storage of towed vehicles.
This ordinance is scheduled for adoption on June 13, 2006, 7:30 P.M. Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $20.40

Granted a Use Variance to Pantaleo
and Maria Rebimbas for the construction
of a detached garage, which is considered
an expansion of the non-conforming twofamily usage, at the property located at
2072 Mountain Avenue (Block 2701,
Lot 07), Scotch Plains.
Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE

RESOLUTION 06-05-66
CONTRACTOR: John Draikiwicz, Esq.;
Gibbons, Del Deo, Dolan, Griffinger &
Vecchione; One River Front Plaza, Newark, New Jersey 07102-5497
NATURE OF SERVICE: Bond Counsel
DURATION: Period ending December
31, 2006 or until his successor is appointed.
AMOUNT: Bond Sale and review of
Official Statement $3,500 plus $1.00 per
$1,000 bonds, Preparation of Bond Ordinance: $400.00 - $500.00, Not to exceed
$3,000.00.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $21.42

Jessica Manna

John Allen

Christopher Mannino

Zachary Archambault
Kylie K Bangs
Ethan Barnes
Jack Baudhuin

Diana Mason
Natalie Materek
Nicholas Matthews
Matthew Mc Evoy

Daniel Bentley

Katherine McKinley

Chloe Birkenthal
Truman Boyes
Robert Bunting
Craig T Callahan
Devin Cash
Zachary Cornwell
Matthew Curry

Connor Melofchik
Christopher Mench
Charles Milrod
Amanda Minken
Shannon Mooney
Kevin Morris
Ryan Murray

Jesse DeMartino

Charlotte Murtishaw

Mc Manus Dolan
Richard Nugent
Bruce Dunnan
Dylan Olson
Daniel Eliades
Daniel Piatnitsky
Parker Enix-Ross
Hannah Purdy
Joakim Eriksson
Christine Pyo
Casey Federbusch
Eric Rachear
Abigail Flaherty
Amy Reich
Margaux Fleschler
William Reynolds
Michael Foley
Rachel Rickles
Sarah A Frantz
William B Riggs
John Gentile
Adel Roff
John Githens
Valeria Rojas
Brandon Gold
Robyn Rosenzweig
Gabrielle Gold
Bradland Ross
Emily B Goldstein
Nicholas Safonov
Brittany Goncalves
Jill Salisbury
Erik Gozdieski
Matthew Santry
Joseph Greenspan
Kaitlin Schurig
Ryan Heine
Jennifer Sexton
Evan Heroux
Jenna Sharkey
CharliAnn Herrington Megan M Sharkey
Madeline Horowitz
Joshua Simmins
Gregory Howard
Harrison Slater
Catherine Johnston
Wyatt Smith
Michael Jones
Jacob Steinfield
Joseph Kacmarsky
Connor Streaman
Tracy Kaplan
Meghan Sullivan
James Jack Kephart
Kevin Summers
Madeline Komar
Nathaniel Suri
Hayden Kopser
Rachel Tabak
Tom Kowalski
Matthew Tice
Roman Krywulych
Sam Tooley
Ian Kuhn
Joseph Toresco
Martina Landeka
Sirena Van Epp
Brian Levine
Nathaniel Ward
Brenna Logue
Kayla Wiesinger
Charlotte Lorentzen
Jeffrey Yang
John Jack Lorentzen
John Yingling
Alexander Luzzi
Timothy Younger
Kyle MacKechnie
Adam P Ziering
Kristen Zellner

7th Grade.
Distinguished Honors
Jenelle Abbattista

Alexandra Hawkins

Astrid Adriaens
Victoria Aloupis
MacKenzie Anderson
Mark Androconis
Alissa Anzevino
Kerry Austin
Jane Banta
Adrian Bizzaro
Michael Blutfield
Taylor Brand
Kathryn Bullek
Emily Chan
Peter Cozzi
Sarah Crawford
Lauren Darchi
Rebecca Delafuente

Megan Hoerrner
Lucas L Hudelson
Melanie Johnson
Megan Kaveney
Kevin Kessler
Ibrahim Khedr
Nikki Koll
Hannah Kronick
Jeffrey LaForce
Michael Levidy
Jeremy W Lin
James Lisooey
Emily Mack
Anne Maguire
Brian Monteiro
Melissa Morawski

Meghan C Dunn

Christopher Morrissey

Nicole Eniclerico
Morgan Murphy
Danielle Fields
Priyanka Nayer
Colin Fitzhenry
Christopher Neylan
Emma Foley
Emma Partridge
Alexandra Frankel
Jessica Russo
Emma Franks
Eric Schoenbach
Katherine Frega
Dylan Shepcaro
Andrew Garfinkel
Jordan Siegel
Georgia Gleason
Caitlin Storcks
Rachel Gross
Gabrielle Tanji
Kathryn Halliburton
Margot Tishberg
Julia Harbaugh
Julia Wasilewski
Matthew Hartzell
Isabelle Weisman
Alyssa Hatch
Madison Weist
Zachary Zagorski

8th Grade Honors

Robert Anderson
Hayley A Baker
Evan P Bakst
David A Ballan
Katherine Bange
Tyler Becker
Scott M Bernstein
Nicole Bilica
Stephanie Bogin
Abigail Burton
Marc Cervantes
Danny Choo
Danielle M Cofone
Sara Connery
Andrew P Cordeiro
Tara Criscuolo
Katherine Davidson
Mitchell Dornfeld
Sharon M Faktor
Michael Fietkiewicz
Adam Fine
Benjamin Fine
David Fishman

Melissa S Ford
Maximilan Fusaro
Emily Goodman
Ellen Gormley
Jordan A Graham
Catherine Green
Sophie H Greene
William Gretsky
Kyla E Grodzka
Kerrington Hall
Jordan E Harries
Connor Hewett
Dylan Hirtler
Chelsea R Hughes
Lauren N Hughes
Ryan A Jennings
Brett C Johnson
Elizabeth A Kamel
Laura E Kenny
Zachary M La Porta
Tracy Landon
Alexa

Dalton Mack
Ian MacKenzie
Brian P Maehl
Eric Mandelblatt
Drew K Margolis
Andrew J Marino
Alexander Maslow
Lauren May
Nicholas McAlister
Colin McKevitt
Grace Mustard
Sara J Nelson
Luke Nobile
Charlotte O’Brien
Michael Oster
Anthony Porchetta
Beau Preston
Kyle Ripperger
Michael Rosin
Benjamin Rubin
Patrick Sabatino
Michal Sagal
Christopher Salemme

Maxwell Schuster
Samantha Seib
Julian Seltzer
Connor Shields
Robert Sinisi
Jared Smith
Meredith H Smith
Reid Smith
Jake Sussman
John E Taylor
Matthew F Teese
Alyssa M Ulrope
Gabriella Van Ness
Diana Vasel
Cody Vassallo
Diana Venezia
Denise Virzi
Emily Weeks
Evan Weinberg
Ariel Weingarten
Rosina Wissel
Zepka

8th Grade
Distinguished Honors
Elise B Annis
Jacob F Archambault
Christin Aswad
David P Athenson

Grace MacKenzie
Olivia Magnanini
Molly C Maher
Stephen J Marino

Katie Brennan

Amanda Markowski

Meghan Brody
Laura A Marvin
Christopher Castelo
Mary McKevitt
Amanda Centrella
Matthew Meserole
Gabrielle N Cerami
Gregory R Mitchell
John Thomas Colucci Samuel Mumford
Tyler Cusick
Maria Niemiera
Geena De Rose
Kathleen O’Neill
Michael G Eilbacher
Gaffney Peterson
Carly Erman
Anna Powell
Jonathan Erman
Katie L Ramire
Rachel E Friedman
Kevin Ramos
Bridget Gallagher
Adam C Reich
Leah M Geoghegan
Megan Reilly
Andrew Gialanella
Jaraad Rogers
Nicholas Gilligan
Amy Roggenburg
Michael Gismondi
Evan Rosenburgh
Sarah Glickstein
Amy Rosenfeld
Chang Hee Han
Lauren Ross
Emily Harris
Andrew Sauerwein
Kelly G Hering
Kenneth Sipe
Halli James
Justin M Snyder
Jill Kandigian
Joshua A Solomon
Sean Kilcullen
Julia Spiridigliozzi
Anne Knisely
Daniel Sproull
Joseph Kramkowski
Graeme B Stahl
Ryan Krasnoo
Kelly G Sullivan
Stephanie A Kuntz
Kamal Tamboli
Josephine La Costa
Scott Thien
Suzanne G Lemberg
Peter Waddell
Yixiao Wang

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 06-09-R
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 255-21 OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD RELATING TO
PERMIT WAIVERS
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on May 9, 2006.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication
as required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times
Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

panied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the School District for not less than ten
percent (l0%) of the amount of the bid, but
in no case in excess of $20,000.00; and
must be delivered to the Secretary of the
School District, or a designated representative at the above place on or before the
hour named. The Board of Education and
Architect assume no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, Proposals shall be accompanied by a Proposition of Surety in required form, assuring
that satisfactory arrangements have been
made between the surety and the Bidder
by which surety agrees to furnish BIDDER
WITH A PERFORMANCE BOND AND
PAYMENT BOND ; EACH IN THE
AMOUNT OF 100% OF THE AMOUNT
BID. Also surety agrees to furnish Bidder
with a Maintenance Bond in required form.
THE PROPOSITION OF SURETY SHALL
BE EXECUTED BY AN APPROVED
SURETY COMPANY AUTHORIZED TO
DO BUSINESS IN THE STATE OF NEW
JERSEY AND IN ACCORDANCE P.L.
1995, C.384 (AMENDING N.J.S.A. AND
2A:44-144, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 10,
1996) AND WITH THE THREE HIGHEST
RATING CATEGORIES OF RATING
COMPANIES NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AND LISTED AS PER APPENDIX
A.
No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.
The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or to waive informality in the bidding if
it is in the interest of the School District to
do so.
Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Public School Contracts Law.”
All bidders are placed on notice that they
are required to comply with all requirements of Affirmative Action Regulations,
P.L. 1975, Chapter 127 (NJAC 17:27).
The district shall include the following
statements in each contract awarded by
the district in connection with the school
facilities project:
* “This contract or subcontract is or may
be funded in part with funds from the New
Jersey Economic Development Authority.
* Neither the State, the New Jersey
Economic Development Authority, nor any
of its departments, agencies, board members or employees is, or will be, a party to
this contract or sub contract or any lower
tier contract or subcontract.
* This contract or subcontract is subject
to the requirements contained in N.J.A.C.
19:32-1 et seq. In accordance with the
provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-15, the
contractor and subcontractors agree to
comply with all of the provisions of N.J.A.C.
19:32-1 et seq.”
BY ORDER OF THE SCOTCH PLAINSFANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION,
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
DATED: May 12, 2006
Mr. Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator/Board
Secretary
1 T - 5/18/06, The Times Fee: $123.93

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, Union
County, New Jersey for ELECTRICAL
SERVICE REPLACEMENT WORK AT
THE SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
HIGH SCHOOL, 667 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey (FVF#3666),
together with all work incidental thereto, in
accordance with the requirements of the
drawings and specifications prepared by
Faridy Veisz Fraytak, P.C., Architects/Planners, Trenton, New Jersey.
Bids for the above will be received by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education in the Administration Building, located
at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, at 2:00
P.M. (Prevailing Time) on June 6, 2006,
and will be publicly opened and read immediately thereafter.
A PRE-BID MEETING is scheduled for
Wednesday, May 24, 2006 at 2:30 p.m.
IN THE HIGH SCHOOL MAIN OFFICE.
All prospective bidders are encouraged to
attend.
New Jersey Law A-3130 (PL 2004, c.57)
requires all local contracting agencies to
collect state “business registration” certificates of vendors with whom they do business. This new law REQUIRES THE
SUBMISSION OF A REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE AT THE TIME OF BID.
FAILURE TO SUPPLY THIS CERTIFICATE WILL RESULT IN BID REJECTION.
If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be prequalified by the New Jersey
Division of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC), prior to the date
that bids are received. Any bid submitted
under the terms of New Jersey statutes
not including a copy of a valid and active
Prequalification/Classification Certificate
will be rejected as being nonresponsive to
bid requirements.
All bidders must be prequalified in
accordance with requirements of the
New Jersey Economic Development
Authority, (EDA) / New Jersey School
Construction Cooperation, (NJSCC).
Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Documents for the proposed work
are on file in the office of Faridy Veisz
Fraytak, P.C., Architects/Planners, 1515
Lower Ferry Road, Trenton, New Jersey,
and may be inspected by prospective bidders during office hours. Drawings and
Specifications will be furnished upon payment to Faridy Veisz Fraytak, P.C. of One
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) FOR
EACH SET, WITH A LIMIT OF THREE (3)
SETS PER BIDDER. Additional sets may
be purchased at the Architect’s costs.
Payments will be returned to BIDDERS
ONLY upon prompt return of bid documents in good condition.
Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a sealed envelope bearing the name
and address of bidder and proposal identification on outside, and must be accom-
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ALLEMAN TOSSES SHOT 56’4", ‘ROWBO’ WINS FOUR

Raider Boys Win 4th Straight
Watchung Conference Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Personal-best performances were
abundant when the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School boys track and
field team amassed 238.5 team points
to run away with its fourth straight
Watchung Conference National Division Title at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on May 11 and 12. The
Westfield boys, who took top honors
in three events, placed second with
139 points.
The first impressive Raider output
came on May 11 when Mike Alleman,

John Badala and Anthony Nelson all
recorded personal-best throws to
sweep the shot put event. Alleman
broke his own personal best four
times, with throws of 54’4.25",
55’5.5", 55’6.25" and 56’4" to capture first. Badala, who placed second
with a toss of 49’5.75", was pushed
heavily by Nelson, who exceeded his
previous best by nearly six feet, with
a toss of 49 feet. Blue Devils’ Eric
Anderson at 45’5.25" and Ryan
Salmon at 38’4" placed 4-5, respectively.
“We got angry. That’s all. With all

the hard work we have been doing in
practice, the competition, seeing
people throwing over 50 feet, I just
got tired of it,” said a determined
Nelson. “I’m heading for 50 or
higher.”
“It’s great for all three of us. We
have been working hard. That last
throw (Nelson’s 49 feet), I didn’t want
to be number three on the team. I had
to go all out,” said Badala, a junior.
Enjoying the competition, Alleman,
a sophomore, said, “It helps a lot. It
really gets me fired up and I will

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

A BIG DAY IN THE UCT SEMIFINALS…Blue Devil Mike Murray, No. 15, slides safely into third base in the third inning
against the Cougars. Murray drilled two doubles, a single, scored twice and had an RBI in the Blue Devils’ 6-3 victory.

ELLIS TAMES COUGERS; KAPLOW, MURRAY KEY HITS

Blue Devils Top Cougars, 6-3,
Face Lions for County Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three’s a charm! After two previous losses to its rival, the thirdseeded Westfield High School baseball team chose just the right time
to seize a victory by defeating second-seeded, 11th-ranked Cranford,
6-3, in the semifinals of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) in Elizabeth on May 13.
The 16-5 Blue Devils, who won
their last UCT title – 11th overall – on

Blue Devil Softballers Topple
Top-Seeded Bears, 7-0, in UCT
The Blue Devils’ “come to play”
attitude and its proper execution of
pitching and plays, compounded with
timely hitting, resulted in a 7-0
Westfield High School girls softball
victory over top-seeded and defending champion David Brearley in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) in Kenilworth on
May 13. Pitcher Lindsay Brown recorded her second shutout of the season, economically using a drop curve,
fastball and screwball to retire nine
Bears on strikeouts and walk three.
The ninth-seeded Blue Devils punished Brearley pitcher Jenna Vitale

with eight hits and three walks. Senior shortstop Kristina Fietkiewicz
pounded a home run and a triple,
while amassing four RBI. Senior
rightfielder Jen Urcivoli went 3-for4, senior centerfielder MaryKate
Flannery rapped two singles, senior
catcher Jillian Olsen contributed a
hit, and junior first baseman Jenny La
Spata added an RBI sacrifice.
“The girls played awesome. I’m
proud of each and every one of them.
Brown pitched beautifully and kept
them off balance. The defense played
excellently and the bats were popping,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Tara Pignoli. “Fietkiewicz had a great
game, stepped up as a captain leader

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Raider Track Girls Capture
WCT National Division Title

BROWN TOSSES ONE-HITTER; FIETKIEWICZ HR, 4 RBI

By FRED LECOMTE

to be the winning hit, a two-run double
in the fifth inning. Senior catcher
Mike Murray also excited the crowd
of approximately 300 people with
two doubles and a single, an RBI and
two runs scored in his four plate appearances.
But it was senior left-handed pitcher
Craig Ellis who provided the tranquilizer to the Cougars’ aggressive
offense. Ellis (6-1) struck out three,
walked only one and allowed seven

DEVILS WIN 4X400, RAIDERS TAKE 1-2-3 IN SHOT PUT

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

1-2-3-SWEEP IN THE 110-HURDLES…Raiders Kyle Rowbotham, center, with a time of 15 seconds, Nehemiah BurneyPorter, left, at 15.1 and Tom Pennella, right, at 15.6 placed 1-2-3 in the 110-hurdles

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

May 25, 2002, with a 7-4 victory over
A. L. Johnson, will face top-seeded
Roselle Catholic, the defending UCT
champions, for the crown on Saturday, May 20, at Memorial Field in
Linden at 8 p.m. The 16th-ranked
Lions defeated fourth-seeded Governor Livingston, 6-0, in the other semifinal.
Although every starting Blue Devil
contributed to the offense, it was senior designated hitter Dave Kaplow
(2-for-4) who whacked what proved

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A total team effort earned the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
track team it second straight Watchung
Conference National Division championship at Gary Kehler Stadium on
May 12. The Raider girls, who placed
first in six events, finished with a total
of 202, while Cranford took second at
157 and Westfield, winner of the final
event, placed third with 63 points.
Raiders Carlaya Jones, Erin Rossi
and Lauryn Adams placed 1-2-3 in
the shot put with respective tosses of
36’2.75", 35’7.5" and 33’11.75". Blue
Devil Karolyn Cook placed fifth with
a toss of 31’4.5". In the discus, Rossi
threw a personal-best 106’6" to take
top honors in the event followed by
Adams with a personal-best toss of
102’9". Jones took fourth with a toss
of 97’8" and Blue Devil Cook placed
sixth with a heave of 90’8". Raider
Alix Fragna took second in the javelin with a heave of 90’7" followed
by Blue Devil Lauren Brachman at
86’10". Raider Kate Johnson placed
fifth at 77’8". Rossi also placed sec-

and did what needed to be done. She
is the anchor of the team, kept us
together and really brought this win
home. Our mistakes are behind us but
I know that we’re going to face some
real strong bats in the rest of the
tournament.”
Defensively, Fietkiewicz flashed
the leather with five putouts, and third
baseman Erin Scialabba had a hot
hand at third base, making several
dazzling plays.
The Blue Devils unloaded with two
runs in the top of the first. Leadoff
hitter Flannery whipped a shot past
second, beat out the throw to first and
scored when Fietkiewicz crashed a
homer into deep centerfield. The Blue
Devils manufactured a run in the third
inning when Urcivoli cracked a single
to right, advanced to second and
scored when Fietkiewicz slugged a
triple to right.
“We just put everything together
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

ond in the pole vault with a height of
8’6".
“It’s nice to see the girls keep pushing each other. I guess they didn’t
want to be overshadowed by the boys,”
said a smiling Raider field coach Ken
Hernandez.
In the final event of the meet, the
4x400 meters, Blue Devils Stephanie
Cortinhal, Meg Driscoll, Erica
Ammermuller and Tessa Schaaf took
top honors with a combined time of
4:09.5. Raider Tina Olsson crossed
second in the 100 meters with a time
of 12.7 and Ammermuller crossed
fifth at 13.5. Raider Meaghan Kelly

proved that she was tops in the 400intermediate hurdles as she crossed
the line in 1:06.9. Raider Kim Shelus
placed fourth at 1:10.4 followed by
Schaaf at 1:11.7.
Kelly at 1:01.5 and Olsson at 1:01.9
finished 2-3, respectively, in the 400
meters followed by Blue Devils Christina Obiajulu at 1:03.2 and Catherine
Cognetti at 1:03.9. Olsson at 26.1,
Kelly at 26.8 and Ammermuller at
27.3 placed 2-3-4 in the 200 meters.
Blue Devil Ali Fleder finished sixth
at 27.9. Raider Amanda Bobyack captured first in the long jump with a leap
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Blue Devil
Fast Pitch Softball Camp
For Girls Grades 2–9

JUNE 26th to JUNE 29th, 2006
9:00am to 12:00pm
Westfield High School

732-873-5399
Camp Director: Maggie McFadden • email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

GOLF INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE
•
•
•
•

Private Lessons
Group Lessons
Gift Certificates
Video Swing Analysis

Call Derek McDonald PGA Teaching Professional.
Tel: 908 232 4288 derekmcdonald92@pga.com
• 2004 New Jersey PGA Assistant of the Year
• Top 10 in New Jersey Player of the Year Award 2005

“The only local camp
not held in a park”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON A MISSION…Blue Devil Kristina Fietkiewicz, left, crushed a two-run
homerun in the first inning, tripled and amassed four RBI against Brearley. The
senior shortstop also punished the Bears with five putouts.

Echo Lake
Country Club

JULY 10-14
JULY 24-28
2006 Raider Soccer Camp at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
CAMP FEATURES:
Goal Keeper Training
Novice to Advanced
Ability Grouping

Indoor Facilities Available
Lunches & Drinks Available to Purchase
Safe & Secure Environment

1-4: 9:00am-12:00am
HOURS: Grades
Grades 5-11: 9:00am-3:00pm
In Association with Brazilian Soccer Academy
and Dutch Soccer Academy

DIRECTORS:

TO CONTACT CAMP:

Tom Breznitsky: Head Boys’ Soccer Coach
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Pascal Clerigo: Brazilian Soccer Academy
Roger Bongaerts, Director: Dutch Soccer

Please call: (908) 322-6102
Email: Raidercamp@comcast.net
www.spfraidersoccer.com

REGISTER EARLY!
ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED

SUMMER’S
HERE !!!
Are You Ready?

Rowdell’s Fitness
One on One Personalized Training
in Private Studio

FREE Fitness Evaluation
with 12 Sessions
Offer expires Mon. July 3, 2006
Not to be combined with any other offer

FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT - CALL

908-233-9198
215 North Avenue West
Westfield, N.J.
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Devil’s Den

Brewster Learns, Adapts, Keeps On Winning
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT CHAMPION…Blue Devil Jimmy Arbes sinks a birdie putt on the third hole.
Arbes won the Union County Tournament with a 3-over-par 75 on the par-72,
6,547-yard course at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield on May 11.

ARBES WINS TITLE, BALCH SECOND

Blue Devil Golfers Win
Union County Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School senior Jimmy
Arbes, involved in a seven-way battle
for the lead after nine holes, came up
with the best back nine of that group to
edge Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s
Clayton Balch for the Union County
individual title by shooting a 3-overpar 75 on the par-72, 6,547-yard course
at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield
on May 11.
The Blue Devils finished with a
318 total to regain the team title that
they had owned for four straight years
prior to a loss last year to the Cranford
Cougars. Oratory Prep finished second with a 329 total followed by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 335.
At the end of the first nine holes,
Arbes and Balch were tied at 37, with
Blue Devil Nick LiVolsi, Governor
Livingston’s David Chung and
Oratory’s Stephen Suarez coming in
at 38. Blue Devil Dan Liebowitz and
New Providence’s Tyler Kitson, the
2004 UCT individual champion, had
a 39. Playing in the first foursome
with Suarez, Raider Jack Davis and
Cranford’s Tom Anthes, Arbes, in textbook fashion, got his first birdie on
the 363-yard, par-4 third hole when
he had a fine tee shot, dropped his
second shot five feet from the pin and
sank the putt.
Not quite in textbook fashion, Balch,
who was in the second foursome with
LiVolsi, Joe Lepri of Oratory and
Cranford’s Steve Wilcox also had good

fortune on the third hole. Wilcox hit a
booming 300-yard tee shot right down
the middle and Balch’s tee shot settled
on the left ruff about 50 yards behind
Wilcox. Balch’s next shot came to a
stop on the upper right portion of the
green, about 25 feet from the pin, but
he sank a spectacular putt for a birdie.
In the meantime, Wilcox chipped on
about two feet from the pin and sank
the putt for a birdie. Balch finished the
back nine with a 39.
“It was a great tournament for him,”
expressed Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli of Balch’s performance.
“He three-putted three greens but he
hit the fairway and greens very well.
That’s a very good score. Golf is a
cyclical game. Sometimes you can
have a very good round and sometimes you don’t.”
Arbes, who also had two bogies on
the front nine, had a bogie and a
double bogie on the back nine, but did
manage to birdie the 448-yard par-4
15th hole and finish with a 38.
TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield (W) 318, 2. Oratory Prep (O)
329, 3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
335, 4. Cranford (C) 352, 5. Governor
Livingston (GL) 356, 6. New Providence
(NP) 363, 7. Johnson (J) 372, 8. Summit
(S) 385
INDIVIDUAL TOP 10:
1. Arbes (W) 37-38-75, 2. Balch (SPF)
37-39-76, 3. Stephen Suarez (O) 38-3977, 4. Anthes (C) 40-37, 5. Liebowitz (W)
39-39-78, 6. David Chung (GL) 38-42-80,
7. LiVolsi (W) 38-43-81, 8. Kitson (NP)
39-43-82, 9. Ryan Cockren (O) 40-42-82,
10. Mike Lepri (O) 44-39-83

He played for some of the legendary
high school (Gary Kehler, Norm Koury)
and college (Clary Anderson) coaches
in New Jersey. His dad played for two
of the state’s all-time coaching legends
at St. Benedict’s Prep (Joe Kasberger,
Prof Blood). So it shouldn’t be any
surprise that Bob Brewster has carved
himself quite a niche as the longtime
WHS baseball coach.
Now in his 24th year, Brewster last
week became the first WHS coach in
any varsity sport to win 400 games
(against 221 losses, a nice .644 winning percentage). His teams have also
won seven county championships (going for No. 8 this Saturday night), and
they’ve produced more than their share
of guys who went on to play in college
or the pros (Kevin Stock, Drew Keehn,
Kris Williams).
Unlike some “old school” coaches
who don’t adapt to the times, Brewster
grew up in the era of “small ball” but is
now a big-time proponent of the “big
bang” theory. Basically, he prefers his
teams to play for one or two huge innings, rather than rely on the bunting,
stealing and squeezing out a run here
and there kind of offense he played in
under Koury in the mid-1960’s. Of
course, when you’ve got hitters like
WHS has this year — nearly every offensive school record will be smashed
(not just broken) by the 2006 club — it’s
tough to argue. But it did get me to
wondering what would happen if, by
some amazing circumstance, the late
Norm Koury was to stop by at Linden
for Saturday night’s epic UCT title game.
NK: What the (bleep) is that pinging
noise?
Den: It’s the aluminum bats the kids
use today. It saves on money for replac-

ing broken bats, and I guess it’s ecologically better for the trees.
NK: (sneer) I noticed that when the
kids got in the box for b.p., they don’t
put a couple of bunts down, one on first
base side, the other on third base side.
What’s up with that?
Den: Well, these guys don’t bunt a
whole lot, Norm. I’ve only seen two
bunts this year so far.
NK: Didn’t work out, eh?
Den: Actually, the kid got ‘em both
down. One time it was thrown away at
first and the runner scored from second, the other time the sacrifice worked.
NK: (sneer) And that’s the only time
they did it? Geez, I gotta talk to Bobby.
Den: Well, these kids can really swing
the bat. It’s like you having a whole
team of Kenny Stiths and Bobby Flynns.
They give new meaning to the term
“heavy metal.”
NK: (checking out infield practice)
They have some nice players, you’re
right. That catcher looks even better
than Charlie (Widmer) or Bobby
(Brewster), maybe even Dick (Myers).
And the shortstop and second baseman,
they’re pretty solid. But what’s with the
outfielders? Why don’t they use both
hands when they catch the ball? I remember back in 1965, Bobby Flynn
was a sophomore, my third baseman …
Den:Yeah, I was there that day, coach.
Actually, I think they see the pros on
TV and SportsCenter with the onehanded stuff, so that’s what they do too.
NK: (sneer) Well, I gotta say this
club looks better than even my ’66
team at Westfield with Donnie Anderson, or my ’70 team at Morristown with
Pete Helt, or any of my clubs at
Cranford. Pretty solid all-around. But
you say they don’t bunt? No squeezes?

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE RIGHT LINE…Raider Clayton Balch gets a line on his putt on
the third hole and goes on to sink a 25-foot putt for a birdie. Balch placed second
in the UCT.

No double sui’s?
Den: I’m pretty sure there is a bunt
sign, because I did see those two bunts
this year.
NK: Yeah, well, (sneer) the bottom
line is, they look like a bunch of tough
kids, like they aren’t afraid to get their
uniforms dirty. Probably their moms
wash the uniforms before the next game.
Oh well. Hey, do they still play Rahway?
I remember a couple of games there …
Chuck Hood smashing into their
catcher, Charlie Clark running into the
concrete stands in right-center … good
times, good times.
Den: Yeah, those were good times. I
think before all is said and done, this
team will provide a few more good
times, too.
NK: Good to hear, good to hear. Well
I’ve got to be going. It was good talking
to you. Bob looks like he’s got a nice
club. I just hope he remembers the
Parsippany game back in the ’66 GNT,
and how we lost that (bleeping) game
on a bunt. It worked then, and I’m
pretty sure it’ll still work now, even
with those $200 bats. But you have to
go with the times, (sneer) I guess. Anyhow, see you around.
IN PASSING
There are names that are forever
etched in your mind, part of a collective
group, but all individually great too.
The Chicago Cubs’ Tinker-to-Eversto-Chance in baseball lore, Notre
Dame’s Four Horsemen in football,
Houston’s Phi Slamma Jamma in basketball. For me, the names that always
go together like hot dogs and Gulden’s
spicy brown mustard are Ketcham,
Perkowski, Gerber and Heesch. That’s
the foursome who lit up America’s
swimming world in the mid-1960’s,
setting records, winning championships, and putting Westfield swimming
at the top of the national charts.
As good as they were individually —
each would win a state title in their
speciality — it was as a one-time only
medley relay that John Ketcham, Dave
Perkowski, Harvey Gerber and Peter
Heesch rocked Princeton’s Dillon Pool
to the tune of a 1:39.5 medley relay at
the 1965 state championships. In a race
normally decided by tenths of a second, they won by 10 friggin’ seconds!
That lasted as the state record for 15
years and as the WHS record for 27
years (an eternity in swimming). They
were men playing against boys.
And now, John Ketcham has passed
away. Last Thursday morning, one of
the greatest swimmers in WHS history
and part of one of the great families in
town history, lost a long battle with
cancer at the age of 58. A funeral service
will be held this Saturday at 11 a.m. in
the small church that Ketcham helped
build in Kinnelon (Morris County), the
town he and his wife, the former Jody
Davies, had lived in with their five children for the past few decades.
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CRANFORD

$499,900

Spacious 4 Bedroom, 2 bath Split Level on a wonderful, park-like
property. Hardwood floors, ground level Family Room, full bath
and laundry room, newer central air conditioning, roof and Pergo
floors. Not a drive-by! Don’t miss it!

WESTFIELD

MORE HIGH FIVES
This week’s Top Five is the best infields (including catcher) ever at WHS.
1. 2006. The current group of 1b
Alex Zierler (.319 as of Monday), 2b
Mike Diaz (.478), 3b Jay Anderson
(.470), ss Tommy Ricciuti (.516) and c
Mike Murray (.569) is the winner.
2. 1995: 1b Steve Cheek (.330) and
Kris Williams (.433), 2b Ryan Mann
(.333), 3b Jorge Amorim (.363), ss
Jason White (.296), c Craig Tinervin
(.348).
3. 1949: 1b Howie Perkins (.318), 2b
Jack Corbett (.327), 3b Frank Piscopo
(.317), ss Rudy Stanzel (.304), c Dave
Townley (.377).
4. 1992: 1b Adam Yannuzzi (.245),
2b Dave Duelks (.400), 3b Dave
Harwood (.358), ss Drew Keehn (.354),
c Dan Higgins (.359) and Seth Coren
(.375).
5. (tie) 1942: 1b Jim Turpin (.436),
2b Schuyler Livingston (.185), 3b Red
McCloskey (.237), ss Chick Miller
(.308), c Jack Loeffler (.295).
5. (tie) 1964: 1b Charlie Mason
(.303), 2b Joe Wiendl (.241), 3b Billy
Myers (.259), ss Dwight Davies (.382),
c Charlie Widmer (.213).
5. (tie) 2002: 1b Blair Richardson
(.333), 2b Brett Picaro (.378), 3b Mike
Sofka (.373), ss Jim McKeon (.235), c
Josh Ludmer (.360).
UCT STUFF
Saturday night at 8, Linden’s Memorial Field will be the place to be if
you’re a WHS fan, or a baseball fan.
The 53rd Union County Tournament
features a classic final: top-seeded
Roselle Catholic and pitching ace Nick
Nolan vs. third-seeded WHS, arguably
one of the state’s top offensive machines. WHS advanced with a 6-3 victory over Cranford last Saturday afternoon in Elizabeth. Craig Ellis pitched a
solid game, got timely hits by almost
everybody in the lineup, and benefited
from another bunt by Dave (Mr. Bunt)
Kaplow, who is now 2-for-2 on the
season in sac bunts. WHS will be looking to win its 12th county championship, and first since 2002.
The WHS softball team pulled off a
semi-shocker last Saturday morning
when they knocked off top-seeded
Brearley, 7-0. Kris Fietkiewicz, stating
her case to be considered alongside
WHS Hall of Famer Cheryl Gleason as
the school’s premier shortstop, drilled
a two-run home run and an RBI triple,
Jen LaSpata hit a three-run sacrifice fly
(the outfielders collided) and Lindsey
Brown pitched a masterful one-hitter.
The secret to Brown’s one-hitter was
getting the Bears to hit grounders to
Fietkiewicz and third baseman Erin
Scialabba.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the scholastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions, story ideas or
trivia questions. Go Devils!

$1,250,000

Elegantly appointed 4000+ square foot center hall Colonial offers 4
Bedrooms, 3.5 baths and also boasts a gracious entry, Family Room
with fireplace and archways to Eat-In Kitchen with granite, Master
Bedroom suite, finished basement with full bath, 1st floor laundry
and is close to town. Great location!

MOUNTAINSIDE

$535,000

Not a drive by! Three Bedroom, 2 bath Ranch on a lovely, wooded
lot. Too many updates to list. Fireplace, Central Air Conditioning,
hardwood floors, open bright floor plan.

WESTFIELD

$2,500,000

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 5/21/06 – 1-5 P.M. 382 ORENDA
CIRCLE, WESTFIELD. The “Primavera Classic Collection” unveils for the very first time their newest creation. Be prepared to be
dazzled. You’re invited!
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SCOTCH PLAINS

$699,000

Center hall Colonial offers 4 Bedrooms on over 1 acre property.
Family Room with fireplace off Eat-In Kitchen, Master Bedroom
with master bath and walk-in closet, freshly painted, refinished hardwood floors, Florida Room.

WESTFIELD

$649,000

Grand and spacious Colonial home on a deep, private lot. Formal
Living Room and Dining Room, Eat-In Country Kitchen leads to a
cozy Family Room with fireplace, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths plus a 2-car
garage on a tree-lined street.
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BIALICK SCORES FOUR GOALS, YARUSI NETS THREE

Blue Devil Lax Boys Crunch
West Windsor North, 14-2
By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — With just three
games remaining before the Union
County Tournament as of last week,
the Westfield High School (WHS)
boy’s lacrosse team crushed the West
Windsor-Plainsboro North Knights,
14-2 at Gary Kehler Stadium on May
10, making it the Blue Devils’ fifth
win out of their last six games.
The 8-6 Blue Devils played an outstanding game both offensively and
defensively, out shooting the Knights
25-12. In fact, WHS’s front line of
defense was so overpowering that its
goaltending duo of junior Ben Thomas and senior Alex Lewis combined
for just seven saves. Most seven save
performances would indicate an awful save percentage, but in the case of
the Blue Devils, it was merely indicative of their stifling defenders.
“The defense played aggressive and
played very well,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Gerry Benaquista said. “We
have a lot more success when our
defense is aggressive than if they play
relaxed. Helping each other on defense was also important today.”
Excellent defense would also lead
to a dominant offense for the Blue
Devils, as their first goal came off of
a West Windsor turnover. With 8:45
remaining in the first quarter, a bad
pass by the Knights at midfield that
was intercepted by the Blue Devils
resulted in the first goal of many for
WHS. Westfield ended the first quarter with a commanding 7-0 lead.
Among these seven, junior Ryan
Yarusi netted one and made an assist
for another. He made an excellent

individual effort when he ran right at
West Windsor goalie Pat Wade and
fired a shot past his stick, and then fed
senior Ryan Sharkey the ball from
behind the net for a quick one-timer
less than a minute later. Yarusi ended
the game with a hat trick, and was
only behind senior Mike Bialick in
scoring - the team’s season leader in
goals - who found the back of the net
four times.
The Blue Devils went right back to
work in the second quarter, scoring
two more goals within the first three
minutes. At the end of the first half,
WHS was leading 12-0 and running
away with the victory.
“We came out and played well and
stayed consistent,” said Benaquista.
“We had a great day on faceoffs and
ground balls.”
In the opening 24 minutes of play,
Westfield had amassed 26 ground
balls and 20 shots, and won 16 faceoffs
thanks to faceoff specialist, junior
Chris Mattes. He also collected a
game-high 11 ground balls.
The Blue Devils would slow down
considerably on offense in the second
half, but they would continue to play
hard nosed defense. Westfield held
the Knights scoreless once again in
the third quarter and managed to
scrape together another goal as well.
In the fourth, with a 13-0 lead, the
Blue Devils’ shutout was finally broken. With 8:44 left to play in the game,
John Feuerstein scored for West
Windsor. Five minutes later, the Knights
struck again. This time it was Nick
Capps with the goal. Despite their offense coming alive late in the game, it
was too little too late for West Windsor.

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOMINATING VICTORY…Junior Chris Mattes, No. 11, of the WHS boy’s
lacrosse team goes after one of his game-high 11 ground balls in a 14-2 blowout
over West Windsor last Wednesday. The Blue Devils’ next stop is the Union
County Tournament.

WESTFIELD

To add insult to injury for the
Knights, Westfield senior Nick
Brownstone scored his only goal of
the day with less than a minute left in
the game, making it 14-2. Coach
Benaquista was extremely pleased
with his team’s ability to start and
finish the game strong.
“They played hard and kept it going throughout the game,” he said.
Not only did the Blue Devils finish
this game on a positive note, but it
appears that they are finishing the
regular season on the right foot as
well. With the Union County Tournament beginning on Saturday,
Westfield is playing its best lacrosse
of the year.
“It is very important to be winning at
the end of the season,” Benaquista said.
“It is a huge momentum factor going
into the playoffs. We were losing close
games early in the season, but now we
are healthy and winning games.”

Blue Devil Laxers Skin
No. 4 Ridgewood, 15-10
The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team skinned No. 4
Ridgewood, 15-10, in Westfield on
May 13 to improve its record to 8-6.
Ryan Yarusi reached the 102-career
point mark with a goal and two assists.
Joey Simone (4 assists) and Ryan
Sharkey (3 assists) fired in five goals
apiece and Mike Bialick netted two
goals and two assists. Chris Mattes
won 18 faceoffs.

WF Lax Club to Host
4th Annual Lax Day
The Westfield Lacrosse Club will
host the 4th annual Lacrosse Day
on Saturday, May 20, at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, 301 Clark
Street. The activities, running from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., will include
games, skill tests, music, and guest
appearances.
Sports Illustrated calls lacrosse
“the fastest growing game in the
U.S. at every level.” This growth is
reflected in the number of children
involved in Westfield lacrosse this
season – more than 500 boys and
girls are currently playing.
Check out the action on May 20
to see what all the talk is about.
For further information on Lacrosse Day or the Westfield Lacrosse Club visit http://
www.westfieldlacrosse.com.

Open House: Sun. 5/21 1-5pm

$1,650,000

Newman Custom home renovated by Vincentsen boasts 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms – 4 with “en suite” baths for a total of 5 full
baths and 2 powder rooms. 5600+ SF of gracious living. This is a “must see” with 2 Travertine marble surround fireplaces,
3 car garage, a mega-kitchen featuring Blue Pearl granite and hardwood, deck, a great room with built-in cherry cabinetry,
gracious formal living and dining rooms, office, recreation room, laundry room, Bluestone patio and a private 1100 SF
master bedroom suite w/a “leisure” room. Keyless entry, parking for up to 8 cars, a workshop area w/220 electric – on
nearly ½ acre of fenced property – a dream home in every respect! DIR: Lawrence to Minisink Way #1141 (052001014)

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT FIRST…Raider first baseman Jillan Lusk scoops up the throw just in time to retire Blue Devil speedster MaryKate
Flannery, No. 3. Westfield High defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 5-1 on May 5.

FIETKIEWICZ RAPS TWO RUNS; COLINERI BELTS HR

Blue Devils Score 5 in Fifth,
Shock Softball Raiders, 5-1
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jessica Moskowitz could not have
picked a better time to mature as a
varsity starter. The freshman reined
supreme and pitched like a veteran,
and Kristina Fietkiewicz provided the
necessary muscle to lead the visiting
Westfield High School softball team
to a 5-1 victory over archrival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in a regular season
game on May 5.
The back-up ace found her groove,
turning in a brilliant game; a five-hitter
with two strikeouts and no walks. Southpaw Lindsay Brown who is fighting off
illness, showed her toughness and determination in one-and-a-third innings
of relief, scattering two hits, striking
out two and walking one. Fietkiewicz
went 2-for-4, including a two-run
double, Jillian Olsen belted a two-run
single and Jenny La Spata ripped an
RBI single.
Elaine Piniat tossed a seven-hitter,
sat down seven batters and walked
one for the 16-4 Raiders. Melissa
Sette went 3-for-4, Lauren Benovengo
spanked two hits and Nicole Colineri
bashed a solo homer.
“Both of our pitchers had a phenomenal performance, however I think
something really clicked in this team’s
head today. They came out, played
solid defense, even when we made
mistakes they picked themselves up.
Fietkiewicz showed a lot of leadership

MOUNTAINSIDE

and in the batter’s box. Our team spirit
has never been stronger and it’s very
positive,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Tara Pignoli. “As a team, hitting wise,
this team always hits in streaks. We
finally have our lineup set. They’re
getting comfortable in their spots.”
In the second inning, the 10-7 Blue
Devils threatened when LaSpata
singled, Alyson Moskowitz reached
on an overthrow and Cyndil Matthews
worked a walk to load the pods. Piniat,
however, brought out her best and sat
down the next two batters. In the third
inning, Flannery’s bat made some noise
when she looped a single to center, but
a nice play on the part of Sette at
second cut her down. Fietkiewicz then
triggered a blast to center that had
home run written on it, but second
baseman Stephanie Goines made a
perfect relay throw to the plate and
catcher Lauren Mains made the tag.
To Moskowitz’s delight, the Blue
Devils pounded out a five-run lead in
the top of the fifth inning. Erin Scialabba
delivered a double over the right fielder’s
head and scored on MaryKate
Flannery’s single. Olsen ripped a single
to center and Fietkiewicz bashed a tworun double up the middle. La Spata
smoked an RBI single to left center,
making the score, 5-0.
“We beat ourselves the last time we
played them so we did not want that
to happen again,” said Fietkiewicz.
“We had a good amount of intensity,

Distinctive Custom Cape Cod

not too much that we were nervous,
but enough to be driven.”
In the bottom of the fifth, the Raiders provided some offensive clout of
their own when Colineri crushed a
solo home run to deep center. Sette
followed with a rip to left-center but
the Blue Devil defense tightened up
with by three outstanding plays.
The Raider defense created some
defensive spark of their own in the
top of the sixth when Piniat scooped
up a sharp liner and delivered to Jillian
Lusk for a double play.
“It was a tough loss, however, we
fought and stayed in it the whole
game. We had opportunities but did
not take advantage of them at the
right times,” said Piniat.
In the bottom of the sixth, the Raider
offensive forces got the better of
Moskowitz when Benovengo and
Allie Brown singled, and Goines
reached safely at first on an miscue to
load ‘em up. Pignoli summoned
Brown to the mound and she responded with a strikeout while
Scialabba came up with a grounder
for the final out.
“We’re still confident. Maybe we
needed a little push and that’s what we
got. We know what we need to do. This
is where we really are going to be tested,
we know that and we have to step it up,”
said Raider Head Coach Kelli Covert.
Westfield
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

000 050 0
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$619,900

Custom Cape Cod style home nestled in the premier community of Mountainside. This impeccably maintained
residence boasts a spacious floor plan including 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, lovely skylit family room, eat-in kitchen,
living room with wood-burning fireplace, central air and more. The large level property further enhances this homes
appeal. Reasonable taxes a plus!! Set on a tranquil tree lined street yet moments from shops, schools, transportation
and recreation. This home has it all! Call for your personal tour today. (052001092)

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano

WESTFIELD

$829,000

New Construction
Custom Center Hall Colonial. Four bedrooms,
formal living and dining rooms, family room with
fireplace, designer kitchen with granite
countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up
attic, 2 ½-3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior
with masonry accents. Call Ralph for more
information at: 908-591-6283. (052000589)

WESTFIELD

Pristine Cape

$479,900

Lovingly and meticulously maintained and updated, this home boasts three bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, updated kitchen,
living room, formal dining room, Florida room, full finished basement w/rec. room, bar, full bath, & laundry. All on
an oversized 175’ deep lot. Close to downtown and NYC transportation. (052000811)
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DIAZ WHACKS 2 DBLES, SINGLE, WINNING HR IN 7TH

Diaz’s Hr Pushes Blue Devils
Past Bulldogs, 12-10, in UCT
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRANQUILIZING THE COUGARS’ OFFENSE…Pitcher Craig Ellis struck out three Cougars, walked only one and
allowed seven hits in the Blue Devils’ 6-3, victory over Cranford in the Union County semifinals on May 13 in Elizabeth.

Blue Devil Baseballers Top Cougars, 6-3,
Face RC Lions for Union County Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

They were out in front of it, except
when Van Horn hit that home run,”
chuckled Ellis.
Impressive defensive plays left their
mark as well. The Blue Devils turned
two double plays (short-to-secondto-first) – one in the second and one in
the seventh. Tom Bonard made a great
running snag in centerfield to get the
first out of the fifth inning that could
have ended in disaster for the Blue
Devils if it had not been for second
baseman Mike Diaz, who, in a basesloaded with two outs situation, made
a sliding scoop of a grounder and
threw to first for the third out.
Diaz singled and scored on
Murray’s RBI double in the top of the
first to give the Blue Devils a 1-0 lead.
In the third, Murray doubled to center, Tom Ricciuti (2-for-3, RBI, run
scored) hopped a single over second
and Alex Zierler (1-for-3) squibbled
an RBI grounder to third.
After Cougars Joe Della Serra (2for-4) and Andrew Ciencin plopped
back-to-back singles into shallow center in the fourth, Van Horn hit his threerun shot but the Blue Devils came up

with four runs in the fifth to take the 63 lead. Murray ripped a leadoff single
and sped to second on a wild pitch.
Ricciuti punched an RBI single to tie
the game. Zierler sliced a single to left
and Jay Anderson loaded the bases with
a bloop single to left. Justin Olsen (1for-4, run scored) grounded into a force
play and Kaplow slammed his two-run
double to deep center. Brandon Cuba
brought home the final run with a
grounder to second.
“Bender throws hard, mid to upper
80s. He actually threw me a fastball
upstairs. I just tried to get my bat on
it and it took off to left-centerfield.
We wanted revenge because they beat
us both times,” said Kaplow.
“When you play baseball your
whole life, you wait for the big game,
for the opportunity to get to the county
finals,” said Murray. “It’s my last
year. I’ve never been to one. I told
myself that we weren’t going down
today. In each at-bat, if I could get
something done to help this team
win, that’s what I was going to do.”
Westfield
Cranford

101 040 0
000 300 0
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single, the Blue Devils put together
four hits to score four runs in the sixth
and narrowed the score to 10-9. In the
bottom of the seventh, after a strikeout,
Olsen lofted a shot to deep center that
eluded the reach of the centerfielder.
Tom Bonard replaced Olsen as a pinch
runner at second base. A pop out to
third brought the Bulldogs to within
one out of victory. Craig Ellis hit a
chopper to third that caused third
baseman York Cook to throw the ball
out of play, allowing Bonard to trot
home with the tying run and Ellis to
trot to second. Diaz rose to the occasion and blasted his homer over the
342-mark in left-center.
“A lot of heroes! A lot of guys with
big base hits! Dave Kaplow’s hit to
start the sixth was big. Justin got a big
double to get us going in that last

Heroics under extreme pressure in
the bottom of the seventh inning resulted in a 12-10 victory by the thirdseeded Westfield High School baseball team over sixth-seeded Dayton
in the quarterfinals of the Union
County Tournament in Westfield on
May 10. Facing impending elimination, the 15-4 Blue Devils got a fortunate break to tie the game in the
seventh then Mike Diaz put the icing
on the cake with a two-run home run.
“There is absolutely no other feeling. This is our last year. We had
trouble in the past. We are close as a
group this year. I was just looking for
something to hit. He gave me something down and away, and I swung
with it,” said Diaz.
O f f e n s i v e l y,
Diaz, who scored
three times, was the
9-7
Bulldogs’
muzzle, going 4for-5, with two
doubles, an RBI
single and his tworun homer. Tom
Ricciuti, who got
his 100th career hit,
contributed to the
Blue Devils’ 15-hit
attack with three
singles and two
RBI. Mike Murray
was 1-for-2 with
two walks an RBI
single and three
runs, and Alex
Zierler ripped a
two-run double and
an RBI single. Jay
Anderson whacked
a ground-rule RBI
double and a single.
Heroes, however, existed on
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
both teams and the CELEBRATING A WILD FINISH…Teammates swarm Mike Diaz after he smacked a two-run home
hit that plunged run in the bottom of the seventh inning to give the Blue Devils a dramatic, 12-10, victory over Dayton
the Blue Devils in the UCT quarterfinals.
into some despair came off the bat were on the bench and said, ‘get it to inning. You hit the ball enough times
of leadoff hitter Jimmy Guarino, Mike and I and we will put a run and keep it in play, mistakes happen,
and they made a mistake,” commented
whose mother was a WHS gradu- together.’ Mikey got it done today.”
Ricciuti and Zierler tapped back- Coach Brewster. “Once we had the
ate, when he crushed a three-run
homer over the 342-foot marker in to-back RBI singles in the bottom of tie with Diaz and Murray coming up,
left-centerfield to cap a five-run the first to give the Blue Devils a 2-0 I knew we had a chance because they
second inning. Adam Mass also lead. Diaz doubled and scored on will turn on anything. Tommy Ricciuti
inflicted a bit of damage with a Murray’s RBI single in the third to got his 100th base hit. Defensively,
pair of RBI singles, and an RBI cut Dayton’s lead to 6-3. Justin Olsen we played terribly but we got just
poked an RBI single in the fourth and enough offense. That’s what carried
sacrifice fly.
Heroics were indeed needed, be- Anderson sliced an RBI double in the us most of the year.”
cause the Blue Devils looked like fifth to make the score 10-5.
Dayton
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Beginning with Dave Kaplow’s key Westfield
heels defensively, committing three
201 114 3
12

F
NO INA
W LB
AV UIL
AIL DIN
AB G
LE!

hits. The only real damage came in a
big way when Greg Van Horn yanked
a three-run home run down the
leftfield line in the bottom of the
fourth to give the Cougars a temporary 3-2 lead. Cougar pitcher Jack
Bender (4-3) got the loss.
“I can’t say enough about Craig.
We tried to go after them with
fastballs. We did throw a few
changeups, a few curve balls but 80
percent fastballs. He’s a lefthander, a
southpaw who’s got that natural
movement that favors that fastball
running away from the hitters,” said
Murray. “They are an aggressive team.
This year, he stepped up. He pitched
his heart out today. Great defense!
We got it done today.”
“I have to give credit to the team.
We gave it 100 percent,” said Ellis.
“Mike is great. He knows all the hitters. He knows what pitch is going to
work. He calls a great game. This was
the best outing I ever had in my life.
I woke up this morning and I felt we
were going to win. They (fastballs)
were throwing pretty well. My
changeup was working for me too.

errors in the second inning, one in the
third and another three errors in the
fifth inning, which the Bulldogs capitalized on to add four more runs to
take a 10-4 lead.
In fact, it was the fifth inning fiasco
that convinced Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster to sit starting
pitcher Brandon Cuba and bring in
reliever Josh Gerckens. After allowing two hits, Gerckens closed the
inning and then went on to strikeout
the side in the sixth and to retire all
three batters in the seventh.
“We didn’t play well and you just
got the feeling that it wasn’t our day.
We had a lot of ups and downs today
but we just kept fighting. Then Josh
Gerckens, you can’t say enough about
him. He came in and put out the fire,”
said Murray. “(In the seventh), we

Concierge Service

Massage Service Available

State-of-the-art Fitness Centers

On-site Beauty Salon

Clubhouse with Pool

F I V E S TA R L U X U RY
IN LIVINGSTON

“FIVE STAR LUXURY” means, simply, world-class in
every way. Introducing The Enclave at Livingston Country
Club – five-star living for active adults over 55.
Set in prestigious Livingston, less than a mile from
The Mall at Short Hills, this exclusive gated
community brings you an array of resort-style services,
from concierge service to a social director, to
transportation to local shopping venues.

At the clubhouse you’ll find an opulent grand
ballroom, café and espresso bar, beauty salon and
massage and wellness room. Work out in the state-ofthe art fitness center or swim in the heated pool. Or
sharpen your game on the putting green or tennis
court. On rainy days, play a game of billiards or relax
in the library.
Your ultra luxury residence boasts nine-foot ceilings, a

gourmet chef’s kitchen with stainless steel appliances and
a distinctive marble bathroom with soaking tub and
whirlpool. French doors lead to a private balcony or patio
where you can relax or entertain.
With its pampering service, great location and
spectacular amenities, The Enclave at Livingston
Country Club is New Jersey’s premier adult
community. Come see for yourself!

973-422-9300
Rental Office Open Daily: 10:00am – 5:00pm

ULTRA LUXURY RENTALS FOR ACTIVE ADULTS*

Priced from $1,865 per month

Directions: From Route 78/24 Westbound: Take Exit 7C (JFK Parkway/Livingston/Caldwell) Proceed on JFK Parkway and follow signs for The Mall at Short Hills onto JFK Parkway/Livingston. Proceed on JFK Parkway past The Mall at Short Hills to the traffic light at
the intersection of JFK Parkway and South Orange Avenue. Turn left onto South Orange Avenue. Proceed approximately 3/4 mile and turn right into the community.

Continental Properties Communities of Distinction.
*One member of each household must be 55 or more.

❖

*All prices subject to change without notice.
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Raider Track Girls Capture
WCT National Division Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LAST RACE AT WHS…Blue Devil senior Jeff Perrella, in his last race on the
Blue Devil oval, runs way ahead of the pack in the 3200 meters, which he won with
a time of 9:20.8. See another picture on page 17,

ABOUT TO GIVE AN EXTRA KICK…Raider Bridget Cornwell, right, refuses
to let Cougar Caitlyn Cachs get by her in the 800 meters. Cornwell won with a time
of 2:23.6. Cachs placed second.

of 16’5" followed by Olsson at
16’1.25" and Ammermuller at
15’6.5". Raider Whitney Adams was
fifth at 14’10.75".
Raider Bridget Cornwell put on an
extra kick to make sure she beat
Cranford’s Caitlyn Cachs for top honors in the 800 meter, finishing in
2:23.6. After Cachs crossed in 2:24.8,
Blue Devil Rose Driscoll crossed in
2:25.9 followed by Cortinhal at 2:27
and Meg Driscoll at 2:27.8.
“I heard someone yelling, ‘don’t
let her pass you. You can’t let her do
that.’ So I really kicked the last 200.
It’s my best time this year, so I’m
happy about that,” said Cornwell who
added, “I would love to get a 2:17. It’s

seven seconds. That’s a phenomenal
time, especially for a freshman. She
ran the 4 (400) and the 8 (800) in
middle school. Just watching her run,
I figured she would be a better 1600
runner,” said Raider girls Head Coach
Jeff Koegel. “It’s just a matter of
getting her to learn about pushing
herself and what pace to run. She’s a
great kid and we are going to have a
pretty good four years.”
Veeck also finished third in the
3200 meter with a time of 11:49.7
followed by Valdes at 11:58.3 and
Blue Devil Ravenna Neville at
12:13.7.
Raider Danielle Vena placed third
in the high jump with a height of 4’4"

Raider Boys Win 4th Straight Watchung Conference Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

always throw well. They threw really
well so I had to throw well also to
have an all-around good day.”
Alleman at 144’9", Jason Boff at
125’11" and Joe Jacobi at 121’11"
swept 1-2-3 in the discus. Raider Greg
Brand won the javelin with a heave of
149’5" followed by Blue Devil Brandon Heroux at 140’6" and Raider
Jacobi at 140’3". Badala placed fifth
at 128’10". Raider Max Carow cleared

in three individual events and anchored
the winning 4x400 relay. Rowbotham
with a time of 15 seconds, Nehemiah
Burney-Porter at 15.1 and Tom
Pennella at 15.6 placed 1-2-3 in the
110-hurdles followed by Blue Devil
Tyler Maccubbin at 15.9. Rowbotham
at 55.3, Maccubbin at 57.5, Pennella
at 58.0, Raider James Alfano at 1:00.9
and Blue Devil Mike Henry at 1:01.5
placed 1 through 5, respectively, in the

“I tried to stay close to him and
figured, if I could pick it up on the last
straightaway, I could take him. It
worked out pretty well,” said
Maccubbin, whose time in the 400IH
was a personal best.
Rowbotham then won the triple jump
with a distance of 44’6.75", BurneyPorter was second at 39’9.5", followed
by Blue Devils Adam Bergo at 39’6.75,
Rich Scialabba at 39’6" and Marcus
Allen Graham at 39’2.25" and
Raider Ron Fields at 35’3.75".
Burney-Porter, Tom Ventura,
Alfano and Rowbotham finalized the meet by crossing first in
the 4x400 with a time of 3:31.8.
Blue Devil senior Jeff Perrella
jumped out in from and stayed
in front to win the 1600 meters
with a time of 4:23.6. Raiders
Adam Biner at 4:27.9 and Josh
Zinman at 4:39.4 finished 3-4,
respectively. Blue Devil Jay
Hoban at 4:41.6 and Raider Martin Sweeney at 4:42.8 finished
5-6, respectively.
“I took it out definitely a lot
steadier, tried to keep the pace
relaxed and work the second half.
I was 2:13 (first 2 laps) and 2:10
(second half), so I did what I set
out to do,” explained Perrella.
Last week, at the Union
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times County Relays, during the disRAIDER POWER TRIO…Mike Alleman, left, Anthony Nelson, center, and John tance medley event, Perrella,
Badala swept the shot put event with personal-best efforts. Alleman tossed the orb 56’4”, who received the baton in the
Nelson was third at 49 feet and Badala was second at 49’5.75”.
sixth position about 60-yards
behind the lead runner, came
12’6" to place first in the pole vault 400-intermediate hurdles (IH).
out very strong in his first lap to take
followed by Blue Devil Mike Porch
Rowbotham, who beat his best time
at 12 feet, Raider Tom Pennella at 12 in the 400-IH by a tenth of a second,
feet, Blue Devil Eric Brandman at said “I try to do the best I can every
See Photos on Web!
11’6", Raider James Sensor at 11’6" time.” Rowbotham wants to be in the
and Blue Devil Matt Shaffer at 11’6". high 53 to low 54 range by state
www.goleader.com
Raider Kyle Rowbotham placed first sectional time.

the lead, but although he had the best
1600 time, it seemed to take its toll a
bit in the second and third lap as his
foursome ended up being nipped for
first place by Cranford.
“I wanted to get out and run as fast
as I could. I went out a little too fast
and slowed down a little bit but I was
happy with my time,” said Perrella.
Perrella then won his final race on the
Blue Devil oval and easily crossed first
in the 3200 meters with a super time of
9:20.8. Raider Josh Zinman crossed
second at 10:13 followed by teammates
Dan Sapienza at 10:28.7 and Patrick
Doliber at 10:30.9. Blue Devil Ray
Chen finished sixth at 10:42.5.
Perrella, whose time was 4:34 at
the end of the first 1600, said, “This
was the last race. I was trying to go for
the record today but I didn’t have it. It
was 9:10. Eddie Jacobs did that back
in the 80s.”
Maccubbin won the high jump with
a clearance of 5’8". Bergo was second at 5’8" and Raider Jason Zelesnik
was third at 5’8". Carow took second
in the long jump with a leap of 19’4.5".
Blue Devils Graham at 19’4.25",
Scialabba at 19’4" and Bergo at
19’1.5" placed 3-4-5 followed by
Raider Justin Emmanuel at 18’2.5".
Tom Ventura crossed second in the
400 meters with a time of 52.3 followed by Blue Devils Alex
Forstenhausler at 52.8 and Alex
Tarlow at 53.0 and Raider Kyle
Grizzard at 53.2. Carow crossed third
in the 100 meters with a time of 11.3
and third in the 200 at 23.2. Raider
Biner placed second in the 800 meters
with a time of 2:00.3. Raider Mike
Miller was third at 2:01.7 followed
by Blue Devils Kris Kagan at 2:02.1
and Tarlow at 2:04.4 and John
Gagliano at 2:05.

NEW LISTING!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUSHING THE VETERAN…Raider freshman Brittney Veeck, left, gave Cougar veteran Laura Gallo, right, a run for her money in the 1600 meters.

going to take a lot of work.”
Raider Natasha Celius hopped,
skipped and jumped to first place in
the triple jump with a distance of
33’8.5", followed by teammate
Meaghan Kelly at 33’1". Raider
Shelius took fifth at 29’9" and Blue
Devil JoAnn Matthew placed sixth
at 23’3".
Raider freshman Brittney Veeck
gave Cranford veteran Laura Gallo
all that she could handle in the 1600
meter. Nipping at her heels the entire
distance, Veeck finished second with
a personal-best time of 5:15.6 (SPF
school record) while Gallo crossed
first at 5:14.8. Raider Cassy Valdez
crossed fourth at 5:28.4 and Blue
Devils Ayn Wisler at 5:33.9 and Rose
Driscoll at 5:36.1 finished 5-6, respectively.
“She broke the school record by

and Blue Devil Abby Ryan placed
fourth with a height of 4’2". Blue
Devil Marlena Sheridan crossed fourth
in the 100-hurdles with a time of 17.8.

WF’s MacDonald Gets
All-CAA Lax 2nd Team
Chris MacDonald, a 2004 Westfield
High School graduate and the captain
of the WHS lacrosse team his senior
year, is just finishing up his sophomore year at Villanova University,
and has been named to the Second
Team All CAA (Colonial Athletic
Conference).
After his freshman season, he was
named to CAA All Rookie team and
was named Rookie of the Year by his
teammates. This year, he started and
played in all 15 games, and was the
second-leading scorer on the team.

OPEN HOUSE - May 21st

RE/MAX
Properties Unlimited, Realtors
200 North Avenue East
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9292 office
www.nj-homes.info

Roster of Agents
MOUNTAINSIDE

$749,000

4 bedroom center hall colonial—all recently updated including new windows,
hardwood floors and CAC. Newly painted exterior and interior, tiered deck and
professionally landscaped. Contact Camie Delaney 908-518-5442 for additional information or a private showing.

Camie Delaney
Broker—Manager
908-518-5442 Direct
908-531-7112 Cell
www.cdelaney.remax-nj.com
CamieDelaney@remax.net

Welcome Domenic Vitulli who joins us as our
Mortgage Representative at our Westfield office.
Ask Domenic about our 1.25% Adjustable Rate Program
For All Your Financing Needs,
call Domenic at
908-789-1735 (office) Ɣ 201-736-6427 (cell)

Emerson Amador
Denise Broesler
Shana Coelho
Joseph Coyle
Frank Dandrea
Camie Delaney
Patricia “Patti” Diaz
Michele Femia
Scott Gleason
Virginia Hamill
Peter Hogaboom
Tammy Lieberman
Mary Alice Manning
Donna Nackson
Ginger Pitaccio
Anthony Previte
Brenda Putzer
Jennifer Ruiz
Lisa Scaturo
Jerry Scaturo
Frank Silletti
Patti Kay Thomson
Janice Tittel
Ellen Troeller
Mona Williams
William “Bill” Webster

WESTFIELD

$1,100,000

Gorgeous new construction. 4+ bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, 60x120 lot w/2 car garage,
3 car wide belgium block driveway. Pavers to front and back of house to patio.
1st floor has living room, formal dining room, Eat-in kitchen, family room w/fpl &
powder room. 2nd floor has 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, and laundry room. Master
bedroom has fpl, walk-in closet, huge full bath w/whirpool bath and stall shower.
3rd floor finished to use as you choose. All hardwood floors, custom cabinetry,
granite tile, stainless steel appliances. Full 9 ft. ceiling basement. 2 zone gas FHA, 2
zone CAC. Come and see this spectacular house! Asking $1.1M.

Patricia “Patti” Diaz
Broker-Associate
908-518-5447 Direct
732-809-3737 Cell
sites.nj.com/agent/pdiaz

Own This Home
For 6.125%
Fixed - 0 points (6.1
(6.190
90%
% APR)
AP
For 30 years*

Domenic Vitulli, Mortgage Consultant
200 North Avenue East · Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: 908-789-1735
Cell 201-736-6427
www.loan24-7.com/domenicvitulli
*6.125% fixed interest rate (6.190% APR) is based on a sales price of $1,100,000 with a loan amount of $880,000 and an interest rate buydown of $26,400 (3 points) paid by seller participating in this interest rate buydown program. This interest rate was
effective as of 5/15/2006, is for qualified borrowers with good credit and is subject to change. This “buydown” offer is conditioned
on buyer qualifying and obtaining a 30-year, non-conforming loan program in the amount of $880,000, 20% ($220,000) downpayment, estimated closing costs of $17,600, resulting in a monthly payment of $5,346 (monthly payment includes principal and
interest only; taxes, insurance and any other fees are extra) through Integrity Home Loans. Buyer may finance via any qualified
lender, but will not be eligible for this special rate offer. To quality for this offer, buyer must sign a purchase agreement between
5/15/2006 and 12/1/2006, and close escrow on or before 12/31/2006. This offer is subject to underwriting guidelines which limit
third party contributions, and is available only for owner-occupied homes; non-owner-occupied homes are subject to additional
restrictions and qualifying requirements. Integrity Home Loans and RE/MAX Properties Unlimited are independently responsible
for the products and services each company offers. Integrity Home Loans assumes no responsibility and makes no representation as to the availability or accuracy of the photograph(s), property or areas depicted or described above.

Equal Housing Lender, © 2006, Countrywide Mortgage Ventures, LLC d/b/a Integrity Home Loans, 27001 Agoura Road, Suite
200, Calabasas Hills, California 91301. Trade servicemarks are the property of Countrywide Mortgage Ventures, LLC or Countrywide Financial Corporation. Countrywide and the associated house logo reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off. New Jersey (818) 3136526, Licensed Mortgage Banker, NJ Department of Banking and Insurance; Licensed Mortgage Banker, NYS Banking Department, 20 Commerce Drive, Suite 201, Cranford, New Jersey, 07016; Registered with the Pennsylvania Banking Department.
For Connecticut, Florida, New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania residents and properties only. Some products may not be
available in all states where Countrywide Mortgage Ventures operates. This is not a commitment to lend. Restrictions apply. All
rights reserved. 03/06
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Blue Devil Softballers Topple
Top-Seeded Bears, 7-0, in UCT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING UP HER PITCHES…Blue Devil pitcher Lindsay Brown had a fantastic
outing battling the Bears. Brown tossed a one hit shutout (second of the season)
and fanned nine for a 7-0 victory in the UCT quarterfinals in Kenilworth.

WF U17 AAU Wizards Nip
Denville Raider Boys, 76-74
The Westfield U17 AAU Wizards
extended its home win streak to three
games by defeating the Denville Raiders, 76-74, on May 10.
Through a combination of defense,
rebounding and teamwork, the Wizards overcame the handicap of shooting a lower percentage from the free
throw line than they did from the
field. The Wizards shot 18-for-41 from
the floor (44 percent) and 12-for-28
from the free throw line (43 percent).
The Wizards’ talented high-scoring backcourt of Terron Rogers and
Woody Handza tallied 24 and 22
points, respectively, while committing only three turnovers each. Adding to the Wizards’ excellent floor
play with only two turnovers was
shooting forward Dan Pritsker, who
put up 15 points and added substantially to the rebounding campaign.
Three other Wizards’ players found
the scoring column with Mike Amjody
netting eight, Scott Dyer hitting four
and Bobby Molson sinking three.
Scott Dyer led all rebounding with
12, followed by Pritsker with 11 and
Handza with 10. Rogers registered a

double-double in points and assists.
Handza nailed a triple-double in
points, rebounds and assists, and
Pritsker had a double-double in points
and rebounds.

WF PAL to Have
Football Registration
Westfield PAL Football is now
accepting registrations for the fall
2006 season. The registration deadline is Saturday, June 17. Westfield
PAL Football is for those entering
third through eighth grade this fall.
Registrations may be obtained in
the Elementary and Middle School
main offices, or by going online and
downloading the necessary forms at
www.westfieldpalfootball.com
There will also be an in person registration on Saturday, June 3, at the
PAL Office located at 111 Quimby
St., second floor, from 9 a.m. until
noon. Any questions, please call (908)
233-7105, extension no. 3 and leave
a message, or go to the in person
registration on Saturday, June 3.

today. We played real clean. We knew
she was going to throw strikes. We
were patient and we came after her,”
said Urcivoli.
The big blow came in the fifth
inning when three Blue Devils
streaked across the plate. Olsen
worked a trip to first. Urcivoli rapped
a single to center and advanced on an
overthrow, and Fietkiewicz jogged to
first on four pitches. LaSpata stepped
up with the pods full of Devils and
lofted a sacrifice fly ball to rightcenter where Mallory McCoy made a
super running snag. Momentum, however, caused a collision with
centerfielder Lisa Reilly. Unable to
execute the throw, three Devils tagged
and headed home, extending the lead
to 6-0.
“Being the nine seed, no one was
expecting us to win so there really
was not a lot of pressure,” said Brown.
“My drop was really working today
and they knew that so they started to

Union County Softball
Quarterfinal Round:
MAY 13:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 1, Roselle
Park 0
Elaine Piniat, who tossed a fourhitter, fanned five and walked none,
singled and scored on Allie Brown’s
RBI single in the second inning for
the second-seeded Raiders.
Governor Livingston 5, Union
Catholic 0
Capri Catalano tossed a one-hitter, struck out 18, and walked one
for the third-seeded, 17-4 Highlanders.
Cranford 5, Union 0
Melissa Clericuzio cracked two
home runs and had four RBI, and
Elena Morge pitched a one-hitter
for fourth-seeded, 15-4 Cranford.
Westfield 7, Brearley 0

WESTFIELD

$875,000

Enchanting Tudor nestled on a beautiful, lush corner property near Franklin and Roosevelt Schools. This home
features 3 Bedrooms, 1 full and 2 half Baths; Living Room with fireplace, formal Dining Room, updated Kitchen
open to Family Room, all embraced by beautiful woodwork. Large Master, detached 2-car garage. (WSF0416)

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
Open House: Sunday May 21 • 1-4 pm
221 CHARLES STREET, WESTFIELD

Restored Vintage Victorian
Elegantly restored Victorian showcases fine
architectural refinements including wood floors,
stained glass windows and intricate crown and picture
moldings. The breezy Mahogany wrap around porch
welcomes you to a spacious entrance hall that leads
to a versatile open floor plan. The gourmet kitchen
with granite counter tops leads to a adjoining family
room and family room with fireplace. This home has
four bedrooms, two full baths and a powder room.
Perfect blend of Old World charm and modern day
convenience. It has nine ft to twelve ceilings, new
central air, plumbing, electric, deck, windows, and is
wired for phone and cable. Minutes to the train and
the center of town. (WSF0994)
Visit us on Sunday or call for your appointment.
Directions: North Ave to Clark to Charles

Offered at $1,150,000

Regina Vietro
Broker / Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2887
Email: regina.vietro@cbmoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

move up. I then started pitching outside and they really couldn’t get the
bat on the ball. I’m so excited. I’m
pumped and I can’t wait for the rest of
the season.”
“I think Lindsay just knows exactly what pitches she wants to throw.
We communicate back and forth really well. She threw such a good
game and getting those key hits early
on really upped the tams morale,”
added Olsen.
The Devils added their seventh run
in the seventh when Flannery, Olsen
and Urcivoli each rapped singles and
Fietkiewicz sacrificed. In the bottom
of the inning, Olsen made a super
move from behind the plate by taking
away a bunt single, Urcivoli captured
a fly ball and Brown struck out her
ninth batter.
“I believe the difference between
today’s game and a lot of our other
games is that we all knew that we
could win and we all wanted to win
and everyone came out with a lot of
confidence,” said Fietkiewicz. “We
pounded out the runs and we weren’t
satisfied with two. We were not satisfied when anyone got on base for the
other team and we shut them down.”
The victory earned the Blue Devils
a trip to the semifinals on May 21 at
Memorial Field in Linden.
Westfield
Brearley

201 030 1
000 000 0

7
0

Adult Players Wanted
For Amateur Baseball
Adult (18+) recreational baseball
players are wanted for the Amateur
Baseball Association of NJ for its summer season. There are multiple leagues
in northern and central New Jersey. All
positions and skill levels wanted. Games
are played on weekends. Please visit
www.AllStarTeamStats.com/aba, or
call Jason at (201) 873-3349 or e-mail
Larry at NJBaseball4all@aol.com for
more details.

ADVANCING TO THE SEMIS…Union County Rugby Club’s Captain Dirk
Diggler, left, makes use of possession supplied by teammates Jim Korn and Corey
Joyal in their win over Lancaster, Pa. to go into the semis of the Rites of Spring
Tournament in Baltimore, Maryland. Union prevailed, 19-7.

Westfield PAL to Introduce
In-Town Football League
The Westfield PAL will be forming
an in-town league for first-year players this fall. In the past, first year,
third and fourth grade players were
assigned to one of the PAL travel
teams. Because of the increased interest, the number of players on those
teams had grown significantly.
Those who have lived in Westfield
for a few decades may recall the old
Westfield Boy’s Football League. This
highly successful program, which
existed from the 1960’s through the
1980’s was an in-town tackle football
league, whose participants made up
the core of players on the many championship teams at Westfield High
School during that time.
“We are hoping to form four teams
made up solely of first-year third and
fourth grade players”, said Owen
Brand, an alumnus of the old WBFL
and now a director of the PAL foot-

See Photos on Web!

www.goleader.com

ball program.
By having an in-town league, new
players will have an opportunity to
learn the game in a safe and fun
environment. Because each team will
be small, all players will have an
opportunity to play both offense and
defense and will get a lot of game
experience. Also, the coaches will be
able provide more individualized attention to teach the new players the
fundamentals of the game.
Games will be played at Kehler
Stadium. The teams will practice only
twice a week, with a game on the
weekend. Any parent of a child who
will be in third or fourth grade this fall
who would be interested in participating, please contact Mark Ciarrocca
at markciarrocca@verizon.net or
(908) 233-1611 or Owen Brand at
brandso@comcast.net or (908) 7892730. For additional information
and
registrations,
visit
www.westfieldpalfootball.com.

U14 Blue Sharks Bite
Cranford Girls, 2-0
The Scotch Plains Blue Sharks U14 Girls inter-county soccer team parlayed two early goals into a hard fought
2-0 victory over Cranford on May 13
in Cranford. The victory improved
their record to 3-3, the first time this
season they have reached the .500
mark. It was also their first victory
away from Scotch Plains this spring.
Kara Gaynor redirected Amanda
Rodriguez’s cross with her left foot to
provide the only offense needed in
the game’s 10th minute. Jessica
DiGiacomo added breathing room
with a 30-yard shot late in the first
half, and Gaynor and Melissa
McKenna combined for the shutout.
Other standouts included Lauren
Berk, Nikki Hodulik, Lauren Buckley
Sarah Weber, Rebecca DiGiacomo,
Emily Cohen, Sarah Lazarus, Erin
Brown, and Alyssa Young.
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May 16 Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League Standings:
A DIVISION:
TEAM
Investor Savings
Deegan Roofing
Dunellen Hotel
ACI
Sports Medicine
Trinity Electric

W
4
3
2
2
1
0

L
0
1
2
2
3
4

T
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
2
2
3
3
3
5

T
0
0
0
1
0
1
0
0

B DIVISION:
TEAM
Cepp’s Vets
DJ’s Limousine
Sofa Kings
T&J’s
Delasal
Family Investors
Hocus Pocus
Mortarulo Masonry

Weichert

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN A VERY CLOSE RACE…Raider Max Carow, center, heads toward the finish
line in the 100 meters at the Watchung Conference Meet. Carow finished third.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:
50+ DIVISION A (as of MAY 13):
TEAM
Lombardi & Greenkeepers
Antone’s Pub & Grill
D&K Associates
Awnings Galore
SMC

W
4
3
2
2
1

L
0
1
2
2
3

L
1
2
2
2
4

T
1
0
0
1
0

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM
Promptcare
Associated Auto Parts
Union Center Nat. Bank
Northwestern Mutual
The Office

W
2
2
2
1
0

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM
IL Giardino’s Ristorante
Creative Industries
LA Law
Legg Mason

W
4
3
1
0

L
0
1
3
4

Lombardi & Greenkeepers 13,
Antone’s Pub 6
Keith Gibbons, Frank Pepe and
Steve Pietrucha had three hits apiece.
Right-fielder Steve Ferro made two
outstanding catches, one killing a rally
to end the game.
Awnings Galore 6, D&K Associates 5
Pitcher Tom Paskow held D&K to
eight hits. Outfielder Bob
Rahnenfuher was great. Bon Lorincz
and Paskow delivered key triples.
Union Center Nat’l Bank 23, Associated Auto Parts 19
UCNB’s Charles Geiger, Dave
Goodman and Bob Sojka had four
hits each. John Brown, Jim D’Arcy,
Roger Grutzmaher and Sal LaBella
each produced three hits. Geiger,
Goodman, Grutzmaher and Lionel
Genello whacked homers. Paul Brody,
Phil Fink, Ron Horinko, Rich
Procopio, and Pete Silerto each had
three hits for AAP.
SMC 17, The Office 7
Chip Weiss (4 hits), and the 3-hits
of both Ken Dunbar and Larry Rehak
led The Office’s 20-hit attack.
L&G 13, D&K 5
Tom Lombardi (4 hits), Steve Ferro,

Steve Pietrucha, Bill Reichle, Tom
Straniero, and Brian Williams with
three hits apiece led L&G.
Awnings Galore 16, SMC 3
Bob Grausam and Patrick Sarullo
each had three hits for Awning’s 20hit attack. Outfielder Bob
Rahnenfuhrer killed a number of potential rallies by SMC.
Antone’s 18, Promptcare 7
Dave Ball (4 hits), Ron Kulick and
Don Montefusco each with three led
Antone’s.
Northwestern 17, UCNB 8
Anthony Abbaleo, George
Gonzales, Ed McColgan, Pete
Osborn, and Rich Polinitza each had
three hits for Northwestern. Bankers
Dave Goodman, Len Ladislaw, Steve
Lemanowicz, Alan Schachman, and
Bob Sojka all tapped hits.
Associated Auto 19, The Office 11
Don White (3 extra-base hits) and
Ron Horinko (3 hits) led the Automen.
Dennis Kosowicz (4 hits) and Bill
Hinkle (mammoth HR) led The Office.
Promptcare 9, Northwestern 9
The game will be continued at a
later date.
Creative Industries 19, LA Law 10
Ray Cozzarelli (4 hits, 2 triples), Ed
Malko (2 triples) and Dom Deo, Bob
Failla, Charles Lehman, Nick
Lehotsky, and Don Robertson, each
with three hits, led Creative. Lawman
George Crostewitz produced three hits.
IL Giardino’s Ristorante 14, LA
Law 10
Oscar Harrison (3 hits, 4 RBI’ and
Felix Vales (3 hits) sparked the winners.
Creative Industries 17, Legg Mason 9
Karl Grossmann (5 hits) Demo
Cervelli, Ray Cozzarelli and Nick
Lehotsky with four hits apiece, and
Ed Malko (3 hits) led Creative.
IL Giardino’s 16, Legg Mason 2

W
6
3
3
2
3
1
0
0

should set the tone for the second half.
Not quite sure what to expect from the
Sofa Kings yet. Gatto awfully quiet on
any predictions after last season’s bold
newspaper quotes had them destined
for greatness before they staggered
into the middle of the pack. Do not
discount T&J’s or Delasal as late season contenders because both of these
teams show promise.
Another upheaval of the Family Investors crew saw them squeak into the
sixth slot with some fresh faces, and
Bobby Mac has promised the best is
yet to come. Hocus Pocus is out of
focus since they have returned to the
big show in Scotch Plains, but I understand they hired a new strength and
conditioning coach to get them through
the rest of the season. The Assisted
Living league is right around the corner for the Geezers. And can someone
please wake me up when Mortarulo’s
finally wins a game before the last two
weeks of the season? Schmidt has
upgraded, but cannot get a W...

Weichert

In the A’s, the names have changed,
but the standings have not. The Geeks
of Investors Savings Bank have firmly
entrenched themselves as the early
favorite, with the old Investors/
Deegan Roofing showing signs of
power also. Dunellen Hotel, under
new management, started slowly, but
seems to have righted the ship before
Guppy gets thrown out too.
ACI wanted the standings public
after two weeks of impressive performances to start the season, but were
brought back to reality in the past two
weeks to settle back into the pack.
DeFouw and Kuchar’s Sports Medicine better see a psychiatrist soon so
they can finally awake the sleeping
bats of yesteryear. And Trinity
Electric’s infusion of youth better bring
an ambulance for their new outfield
since they are better goaltenders than
they are outfielders right now.
In the B’s, Cepp’s Vets blended a
little youth into their lineup and have
jumped out of the shoot with 6 quick
victories. The Friday’s/AFP/DJ’s Limo
boys seem to be keeping pace, but the
rainout’s have kept them from running
the rack also. Next week’s DH’er

CHEERLEADING CHAMPS…The Central Jersey All Stars (CJA), a national
championship competitive cheerleading team, recently attended The Final Destination competition in Baltimore, Maryland. This televised event brought together teams from 27 states. Central Jersey’s Junior Prep, Junior and Senior
squads placed first in their divisions. Pictured, left to right, are: Kate DeWeever
(Cranford), Caitlin Hering (Westfield), Taylor Smith (Scotch Plains), Christina
Larobis (Colonia), and Karli Schott (Cranford) from the Junior Prep squad.

WF’s Kotch Helps
Mules in Men’s Lax
ALLENTOWN, PA. – Junior
Daniel Kotch (Westfield) helped the
Muhlenberg College men’s lacrosse
team to its most successful season.
The Mules went 3-5 in the CC, one of
the toughest Division III leagues for
men’s lacrosse, and finished with an
overall record of 6-7.
Kotch, in his first season at
Muhlenberg after transferring from
Susquehanna, started every game in
goal and recorded a .524 save percentage and 9.42 goals-against average. He
made a season-high 16 saves in a comefrom-behind 8-6 win at Swarthmore.

Weic he r t
®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Holly Cohen
• Top Sales & Top Producer Month of April
• Westfield area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

Weic he r t

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Cranford: Bright and cheerful brick cape with tons of
updates. This property offers three bedrooms with a master
suite, central air, large family room off the Eat-in-kitchen
which leads out to the private, fenced back yard, as well as
a beautifully finished basement with a billiards room and
rec room. $449,900. Please call John Wiley for a brochure
or to arrange a showing at (908)812-3000.

Weichert

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Holly Cohen Weic he r t
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Holly Cohen in, and she’ll bring results!

Open House: Sun. 5/21 1-5pm

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

COLDWELL BANKER
Grand Opening of Manchester Estates Westfield
First of four prestigious properties
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday May 21st 1-4pm

739 Willow Grove Road
DIR: Rahway or Lambertsmill Road to Willow Grove Road
Impressive new construction. A center hall colonial with two story- entry
foyer, formal dining room with tray ceiling, living room with twin glass
entry, dramatic two-story family room and fireplace, study, gourmet
kitchen with granite counters, center island, breakfast room and butlers
pantry, five bedrooms, three full baths, powder room, second floor
laundry, master bedroom suite with fireplace, balcony, custom wall
panels, crown moldings, oak floors, large walk up attic, three car garage
and open floor plan equal comfortable living. Close to Tamaques Park
and grade school. Visit on Sunday or call for your personal tour and a
list of the included upgrades. (WSF0590)

Offered at $1,575,000

New Colonial with Victorian Flare
Elegant new two story center hall colonial with nine rooms, five
bedrooms, four bathrooms, powder room, wrap around mahogany porch
and three car garage. Living room and family room with fireplace, oak
floors, custom crown moldings, formal dining room with tray ceiling,
oak inlay floors and columned entry. Gourmet kitchen with custom
cabinetry, granite counter tops, center island, and French wood sliders
to yard. This home offers a tranquil setting with mature shrubs, space
for entertaining and room to grow. Call today for your showing of this
property and list of included upgrades. (WSF0596)

Offered at $1,650,000

WESTFIELD . . . An entertainer’s dream! Stunning 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath
Colonial/Split. Beautifully maintained with many updates including kitchen,
all baths, roof, heat & CAC. Two family rooms including newer addition
off kitchen. Large beautifully landscaped lot with built-in pool, cabana,
two decks & patio. Close to Tamaques Park. A one-of-a-kind home! DIR:
Lamberts Mill Rd. to New England Dr. #955 $1,299,000 (052001062)

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

Invite Frances in,
and she’ll bring results!

Frances Bradley
weichert.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate
WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

A PIECE OF HISTORY IS FOR SALE

Dreams Come True
Welcome to this stunning classic center hall colonial with wrap- around
mahogany porch, two story entry, circular staircase, inlaid oak floors,
volume and tray ceilings, crown moldings, a superior gourmet kitchen,
butler’s pantry , two-story family with fireplace, formal dining room,
living room, study, plus master bedroom suite with fireplace, four
additional bedrooms, four full baths and powder room. The motorized
chandelier lift, fine architectural details, three car garage, terrace and
lawn irrigation systems are a few of the included amenities that make
this your dream home. Call for your appointment and list of included
amenities. (WSF0595)

Offered at $1,979,000

Regina Vietro
Broker / Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2887
Email: regina.vietro@cbmoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Open House: Sunday, May 21st 1-4PM
This special Colonial Farmhouse built in 1771 has been lovingly enlarged
with a meticulous addition in 1999 and was honored by the Westfield
Historic Preservation Committee. This four bedroom, 3 full bath Colonial
is in impeccable condition with yesterday’s charm and today’s
conveniences. The home evokes an English spirit with hand-hewn beams,
two fireplaces, original moldings and wide plank pumpkin floors. Built
on a lot size of 92 x 100, the tranquil surroundings are embroidered by
flowering beds, impressive towering trees, brick patio, and fenced yard.
This is truly a unique Historic Treasure. $869,900
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Kay Gragnano
908-301-2036: Office Direct
908-233-7922: Fax
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Woodside Youth Slate
Yard and Bake Sale
FANWOOD – The Woodside
Chapel youth group will hold its
second annual yard and bake sale
on Saturday, May 20, from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Children’s clothing, toys,
electronic items and many other
donated items will be sold. Any
items not purchased will be donated to local charities.
Portions of the proceeds will be
donated to the youth group to pay
for its Mexico missionary trip in
the summer. The youth group will
build homes for those in need and
provide a vacation Bible study program for the children in Mexico.
Additional proceeds will be donated to support the chapel’s
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
program. Woodside Chapel is located at 5 Morse Avenue at the
intersection of Westfield Road in
Fanwood. For more details, please
call the chapel at (908) 889-2375
or visit www.woodsidechapel.org.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center will present a lecture
entitled “Jews in Sports,” to be given
by Dr. David Kristol on Wednesday,
May 24, at 8 p.m. at the center, located
at 418 Central Avenue in Westfield.
Dr. Kristol will offer facts about
Jewish sports stars and also spotlight
some lesser known players and managers. By the beginning of the 20th
century, there were many Jewish
champions in boxing, swimming,
fencing, basketball, baseball, football and track and field.
Growing up in the 1950’s and 1960’s,
Dr. Kristol was an avid Brooklyn Dodgers, New York Knicks and New York
Rangers fan. He now serves on the
faculty of the New Jersey Institute of
Technology, where he created the Department of Biomedical Engineering.
Dr. Kristol currently is professor of
biomedical engineering and chemistry,
director of the engineering science program, pre-med advisor and advisor to
the Jewish Students Organization/Hillel.
He also is president of the Bayshore
Lodge of the B’nai B’rith. Admission is
$10. For more information or to reserve
a seat, please call (908) 789-5252 or email info@torahcenter.org.

Resident Says His Car Was Stolen by
County Edu. Services Student In 1993
For the record, I must challenge the
statement by (Union County Educational

Historical Society
To Hold Fundraiser
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will hold its annual
fundraiser this year on Saturday, May
20, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in conjunction with the Scotch Plains Junior
Woman’s Club’s citywide yard sales
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. The
rain date is Sunday, May 21.
Donations are being sought such as
jewelry, plates, platters, pictures, cups
and saucers, small pieces of furniture, and children’s toys. Items may
be dropped off at the Osborn Cannonball House Museum, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, on
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon. Those
who need to have items picked up are
asked to call (908) 233-5816 or (908)
232-9489.

Services Commission) Superintendent Ed
Hartnett that “since 1982, this the first
time our students behavior impacted the
neighborhood.” In 1993, I lived across
the street from the school and my new
Acura automobile was stolen from my
driveway at approximately 9:30 p.m. as I
watched television with my then-infant
son.
I had the dubious pleasure of listening
to the chase on the scanner of the Westfield
policeman’s radio when he came to my
house. The police gave up pursuit in Newark and the car was later found in Irvington
(significantly damaged). Subsequently,
the police informed me that another car
on Rahway Avenue had also been stolen
by another student of the school. The
principal of the school at the time was
neither helpful, nor sympathetic when I
contacted him. I let the matter drop but
feel obliged to relay my experiences.
Vincent Fischer
Westfield

www.goleader.com

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Breakfast at Willow Grove
To Feature ‘Da Vinci Code’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church Men’s
Group has invited all men and women
ages 16 and up from the community
to attend a free breakfast and discussion of the book and movie “The Da
Vinci Code” on Saturday, June 3,
from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the church.
Breakfast will consist of scrambled
eggs, sausages, bagels, crumb buns,
juice, and coffee. John Withrow, a
Men’s Group member, and Willow
Grove Pastor Cynthia CochranCarney will lead the discussion of
Dan Brown’s bestseller.
The book, on which the new film is
based, will be discussed in terms of
the reasons for its popularity, and
what it has to say about Jesus Christ
and the history of the Christian church.
Following opening comments by the
two speakers, both of whom enjoyed
the book and are aware of the criticisms
of it, everyone will have the opportunity to state opinions and ask questions.
Advance reservations by Thursday,
June 1, are requested but not required.
For more information or to make res-

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate
WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555

ervations, please call the church office
at (908) 232-5678. Babysitting may
be available upon advance request only.
Interested persons are asked to inform
the church of the number of children
requiring this service and their ages.
Individuals also may e-mail their reservations to wilgrv@netzero.com. The
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church is
located at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains and is handicapped-accessible.

Moms and Daughters
Invited to Spa Day
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will host a
Mother-Daughter Spa Day on Sunday, May 21, from 1 to 4 p.m.
Open to all girls in grades 6 through
12 and their mothers, the program
will include such offerings as facials,
massages, manicures and a nutrition
seminar. The cost per mother-daughter pair is $30 for JCC members, and
$35 for the general public.
Additional daughters are welcome
to participate at a fee of $8 per JCC
member and $10 per non-member.
For more details or to make reservations, please contact Daniel Avissar
at davissar@jccnj.org or call (908)
889-8800, extension no. 254.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Open House: Sunday, May 21 • 1-4pm
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Westfield Classic Colonial - Cross the street to the back of Washington school yet enjoy a quiet of
a cul-de-sac location. Charming 4 bedroom Colonial with updated eat-in-kitchen, granite, and
stainless appliances.Hardwood floors, central air and wood burning fireplace. Formal dining room.
Screened in porch and deck. Great property provides unlimited potential. $619,900.

Cul-de-sac Location
A seven year old beautifully maintained 10-room colonial with 3000 +
378 sq ft of living space, which includes a walk-out basement. This
home features Formal Living Room, Dining Room, office, Eat-In Kitchen
and Family Room on the first level. 4 Bedrooms including a fabulous
master Bedroom suite on the second level. Fenced yard, 2-car attached
garage on a cul-de-sac conclude the picture. $849,900
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Kay Gragnano
908-301-2036: Office Direct
908-233-7922: Fax

OPEN HOUSE, SSunday
unday
ay 21, 1 to 4 pp.m.
.m. 30 Coldevin R
oad.
unday,, M
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Road.
Clar
k - Stop Renting Now! First Time Homeowner’s Dream Home - Fabulous Cape Cod style
Clark
home on the Westfield/Cranford border with wonderful updates and unlimited potential - new oak
kitchen, new bathroom, new vinyl siding, new 150 amp electric, central air, hardwood floors,ceiling
fans, security system, lovely covered side porch, huge fenced in yard, 3 bedrooms, including huge
2nd floor room.Move right in and enjoy your own home! $399,900.

Move up to unmatched design, style, and
elegance that make Heather Glen Union
County’s premier active adult community.
•Homes of up to 2,863 sq ft.
•Upscale standard features include: Energy
Efficient Andersen® Windows, Fireplace,
Hardwood Floors, Deluxe Kitchen Cabinets and
Granite countertops, Energy Star Home and
many more.
•Less than two miles from the fine shops,
restaurants, theatres, and train station offered by
downtown Westfield.
•Close to many golf courses and parks, the
Garden State Parkway & Route 22.
•On-site amenities include a pool and clubhouse,
which is scheduled to open Summer 2006

Westfield SSoH
oH
o SStyle
tyle - Streaming with sunlight, this 2 bedroom, 2 bath Trinity Gardens corner
oHo
condo has an open floor plan, soaring ceilings, hardwood floors, loft bedroom, skylight, plentiful
windows, and lots of storage. Amenities include a washer/dryer in the unit, elevator, and dedicated
underground parking.Walk to town and train to enjoy everything Westfield has to offer. $419,900.

Mar
yalice R
yan, ABR, SRES
aryalice
Ryan,
Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004,2005
Dir
ect Line: 908-928-9121
irect
mar
yalicer
yan@comcast.net
maryalicer
yaliceryan@comcast.net

Single family homes from the Low $600’s
Models open daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Call 908-301-9200
Directions: from GSP take exit 135 to Central Ave. in Clark. Left at
North Ave. to first right onto Elm. At 2nd light make left onto Dudley
to first right onto Prospect. Left onto Madison to end.
BROKERS WELCOME

W W W. P R C N E W H O M E S . C O M
OUR PREFERRED
FINANCIAL
PARTNER
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If your thinking of selling…

In Westfield…

Visit us at www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.
AVENEL

33 Livingston Avenue

$299,900

Immaculate, bright home includes 2-3 BRs, attic can easily be additional room, 2
new baths. Dir: Avenel Street, bear right before train.

CRANFORD

331 South Union Avenue

$479,900

Large 4 BR charmer, foyer w/leaded glass, Formal DR w/corner cab, wood flrs, sunroom, newer EIK w/bkfst nook, excellent cond, near parks & train.
Dir: South Ave. to South Union Avenue.

CRANFORD

413 Walnut Avenue

$499,900

Spacious 4 BR, 2 bath Split, park-like prpty, hdwd flrs, ground level Fam. Rm, full
bath & laundry rm, newer CAC, roof & Pergo floors. Dir: South Ave. to Walnut Ave.

CRANFORD

109 Elmora Avenue

$559,900

7 Henley Avenue

$569,000

Well-maint. Home, 5 BRs on 2nd flr, huge LR & Din. Rm, enclosed front porch, vintage
details, in-ground pool & finished garage. Dir: Springfield Ave. to Riverside to Henley.

CRANFORD

20 Park Avenue

$599,500

Very nice 3 BR, 1.5 bath Colonial, very good condition, 2 fireplaces, wood floors, Eat-In
Kitchen,large Family Room,new windows,new gas furnace. Dir: North to Orchard to Park.

SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD

$535,000

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS

$500,000
566 Forest Road

Move-in cond. Split, large EIK, Formal Din. Rm, 3 BRs, 1.5 new baths, CAC, updts
incl. roof, windows, siding, gutters & HWH. Close to many conveniences. Dir:
Westfield Road to Montrose to Forest.

591 Woodland Avenue

SCOTCH PLAINS

$519,000

1591 Shackamaxon Drive
Lovingly maintained spacious home, 1/3 acre, CAC, fireplace, 2 full baths, cathedral
ceilings, hardwood floors throughout. Dir: Lamberts Mill to Shackamaxon.

Custom Ranch, conv. Location, 3 BRs, 1.5 baths, wood flrs, Formal LR & Din. Rm,
newer furnace. Near schls, shopping & transp. Dir: N. Martine Ave. to Midway Ave.

MOUNTAINSIDE

SCOTCH PLAINS

1637 Nottingham Way

601 Donato Circle

FANWOOD

Spacious Ranch, all large rooms, huge Family Rm, 3 full baths, EIK, stone fplc in LR,
sprawling yard w/deck, CAC, newer windows, 2-car garage. Dir: Route 22W to
Justin to Queens to Nottingham.

Dazzling Town Home, private location, many upgrades, LR w/cathedral clng & fplc
opens to din. Area, Kit w/ss applncs, MBR w/bath, wlk-in clst & balcony, 1-car
garage. Dir: Route 22W, right at McDonalds to entry.

MOUNTAINSIDE

SCOTCH PLAINS

105 Midway Avenue

64 Kempshall Terrace

$369,000

$399,900

Quaint Cape Cod, wonderful yard, nice enclosed porch, cozy fireplace & wood deck.
Dir: Terrill Rd to Kempshall.

FANWOOD

11 Linda Place

FANWOOD

61 Waldon Road

$464,000

Mint cond. freshly painted Cape Cod, newer windows, siding, deck, roof, newly fin.
Bsmt, 4 BRs, 2 baths & CAC. Near schl, town, NYC train. Dir: Westfield Rd to
Waldon, by Brunner School.

FANWOOD

298 LaGrande Avenue

$489,900

Pristine, updated expan. Colonial/Cape, nr town & transp, LR w/fplc, FDR, mstr BR
addit. w/mstr bath, sitting rm/office, skylights, spacious yard w/deck. Dir: LaGrande,
near Beech.

FANWOOD

69 Shady Lane

$499,900

$999,995

1958 Grenville Road
Beaut. move-in cond. Ranch on over a third acre, great expan. possibilities, open flr.
plan, hdwd flrs, CAC, new wndws & updated baths, fireplace. Dir: Lake to
Farmingdale to Grenville.

MOUNTAINSIDE

SCOTCH PLAINS

$999,000

2149 Raritan Road

Wychwood cul de sac loc., elegantly reconstructed Colonial/Split offers designer Kit,
3.5 baths, custom drs/mldngs, Mstr & Junior suites, wlk-in closet, hdwd flrs, 4 BRs
& CAC. Dir: Broad to Woodland, right Wychwood to Rodman.

Spacious 4 BR, 2.5 bath home incls LR & Formal DR w/hdwd flrs & custom builtins, fin. bsmt w/office & 3-season porch, private backyard. Dir: Lamberts Mill Road
to Raritan Road.

NORTH PLAINFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS

$409,900

$599,000

210 Sandford Avenue

2021 Prospect Avenue

Beaut. Colonial, fantastic front porch, updated Kitchen & 3 baths, stunning fplc in
LR, Din. Rm opens to deck & pool, newer roof, fin. Rec. Rm & hardwood floors.
DirMountain to Sandford.

Beautifully renovated Colonial Farmhouse featuring 4 BRs, 2.5 baths, EIK, granite
counters, CAC, hdwd flrs and more. Dir: Mountain to Westfield to Prospect.

PLAINFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS

1401 Evergreen

SCOTCH PLAINS

Center Hall Colonial on 1 acre property offers 4 BRs, Fam. Rm w/fplc off Eat-In
Kitchen, MBR w/bath & walk-in closet, freshly painted, hdwd flrs, Florida Room. Dir:
Raritan Road near Frank Street.

SCOTCH PLAINS

Spacious 4 BR, 2.1 bath home located in a great neighborhood. Close to schools,
park and transportation. Dir: Hetfield Avenue to Princeton Avenue.

$1,050,000
21 Swans Mill Lane

$474,900

2064 Princeton Avenue

$699,000
961 Raritan Road

$424,900

METUCHEN

Great location, 2 BR, 2 bath Condo, near downtown shopping, dining & train. Move-in
condition. Dir: Route 27/Middlesex Ave. to Franklin Square entrance, first bldg. on left.

$559,000

22 Rodman Lane

Extraordinary Carriage House which exudes English Country & genteel ambience.
Relax w/panoramic view of patio & gardens from the conservatory. Totally updated.
Dir: Woodland to Evergreen.

622 Middlesex Avenue

$539,900

1650 Nottingham Way

Spacious 4 BR, 3 bath home, Master Suite with den, lg deck overlooks fenced yard,
hdwd flrs, CAC, bright EIK, nice storage & updates incl. roof, siding, drive & steps.
Dir: Hetfield to Shady or Martine to Shady Lane.

$370,000

$519,900

Finely styled 5 BR New Orleans Colonial, 23’ x 20’ Fam. Rm, library w/fplc, updtd
EIK, private fenced yard and a 40’ x 20’ heated Sylvan pool. Dir: Route 22W, right
on Robinhood to Nottingham.

$429,000

Spac. Cape w/lovely flow, hdwd flrs under crpt, LR w/pic. wndw, DR w/blt-in corner
cab, EIK, 2 full bths, bsmt w/Rec. Rm, playrm & lndry rm, CAC, nr town & transp.
Dir: Westfield Rd to Waldon to Linda.

$639,000

$529,900

1521 Boulevard

$574,900

535 First Street

Classic styled 3 BR, 1.5 bath Colonial, close to town, schools & NYC train, wood flrs,
fplc in LR, Thermo wndws and enclosed front porch. Dir: Rahway to First.

368 Dogwood Way

$549,000

$479,900

305 Livingston Street

Lovely 3 BR Cape, lg Fam. Rm w/floor to ceiling brick fplc & bow wndw, nice-sized
EIK, hdwd flrs, CAC, part-fin. bsmt, 2.5 baths, deep yard w/patio. Dir: Rahway to
Grove to Boulevard.

Not a drive by! 3 BR, 2 bath Ranch on a lovely wooded lot. Too many updates to list!
Fireplace,CAC,hdwd flrs,open,bright floor plan.Dir: Deer Path to Ackerman to Dogwood.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$1,199,000

Move-in condition Split, 4 BRs, new Kitchen, huge Family Rm, finished bsmt, large
porches, fenced yard & 2-car garage. Near NYC transp. Dir: South Ave. to Livingston
Street, corner Ripley.

Sunday, 1-4pm
MOUNTAINSIDE

2 Alton Way

Custom built center hall Colonial, entry foyer, in-laid hdwd flrs & woodwork, all lg
rms, Fam. Rm w/stone fplc & skylts, private setting w/in-ground pool, hot tub &
patio. Dir: Raritan to Alton.

Charming, move-in cond. Colonial, 3 BRs, 1.5 baths, LR w/fplc, Din. Rm and EIK, full
fin. basement w/Recreation Rm, newer roof, siding, wndws & nr town & transp. Dir:
Mountain Ave. to Woodland Ave.

FANWOOD

find out why Burgdorff, ERA listings in Westfield
and surrounding towns on average sell for more
then other leading brokers.

Open
House
Extravaganza

Move-in cond, updtd. Kit. w/bkfst bar, LR w/bay window, DR with sliding glass door
to deck & fenced yard, MBR w/bath & walk-in closet, ground level Fam. Rm & Den.
Dir: Riverside to Henley to Elmora.

CRANFORD
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Premier location! Pristine Colonial, gourmet Kitchen, Master Suite, first floor office,
great flow, finished basement with bonus BR and bath. Dir: Rahway Road to Swans
Mill Lane.

WESTFIELD

$649,900

715 Austin Street

Beautiful Colonial w/open front porch w/paddle fans, Country Kit, Formal DR, LR w/Pella
wndws, part. Fin. bsmt, large backyard. Dir: Dorian to Scotch Plains Ave. to Austin.

WESTFIELD

407 South Chestnut Street

$679,000

English Colonial w/chestnut trim, hdwd flrs, 3 BRs, 1.5 baths, porch, den &
Recreation Rm. Updts incl. nwr Kit, roof, furnace, CAC, elec, baths, fence & more.
Nr NYC transp. Dir: E. Broad to South Chestnut St.

WESTFIELD

$712,000

824 Sherbrooke Drive

Wond. Loc, spac. prpty, grac., well-maint., 4 BRs traditional is nr grammar school.
LR w/beaut. brick fplc & built-ins, lg FDR, generous-size Fam. Rm, many updts.
Don’t miss! Dir: East Broad to Wells, left on Sherbrook.

WESTFIELD

$819,000

400 Salter Place

Well maint. charming Colonial, spac. rooms, great flow. Incls LR w/fplc, lg EIK
w/sliders to patio & priv. yard, Fam. Rm off Kitchen, 2 Master BRs, 1-car garage. Dir:
S. Chestnut to Benson to Salter.

WESTFIELD

$949,900

710 Shadowlawn Drive

Fabulous opportunity to add your personal touch to this spacious Center Hall
Colonial. CAC, 4 BRs, 2.5 baths, fireplace in den, premier location. Dir: Rahway Ave.
to Shadowlawn Drive.

WESTFIELD

$1,200,000

333 East Dudley Avenue

Gardens Colonial, hdwd flrs, moldings, wainscoting, LR w/fplc, FDR w/corner cabs,
MBR w/new bath, Fam. Rm, separate BR/office/bath suite, EIK, 1st flr laundry, Rec.
rm. Dir: Dudley, corner of Highland.

WESTFIELD

601 Short Hills Court

$1,250,000

New construction, 4000+ sq. ft. Center Hall Colonial, 4 BRs, 3.5 baths, grac. entry,
Fam. Rm w/fplc & archways, EIK w/granite, MBR suite, fin. bsmt w/full bath, 1st flr
laundry. Dir: Clark or North to Edgewood to Short Hills Court.

WESTFIELD

938 Coolidge Street

$1,475,000

Move right into this appealing new home offering spac. Floor plan, 5 BRs, 4.5 baths,
3700+ sq. ft. living space, gourmet EIK, Great Rm, fin. bsmt w/Rec. Rm & full bath.
Dir: E. Broad Street to Wells to left on Coolidge.

WESTFIELD

382 Orenda Circle

$2,500,000

Primavera Classic Collection unveils for the very first time their newest creation. Be
prepared to be dazzled. You’re invited! Dir: Lawrence Ave. to Hiawatha to left on
Orenda Circle.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908-233-0065

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Scotch Plains
$429,900
Open floor plan offering 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths &
numerous improvements within the last several years. Call
for details. WSF0072

Westfield
$1,179,000
Classic colonial in prestigious Wychwood. Large rooms
with old world charm. 3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths. Call for
details. WSF0334

Westfield
$505,000
Charming colonial in Franklin School area. Updated
kitchen & 3 full updated baths, den, finished basement,
deck & more. WSF0348

Westfield
$999,900
Charming colonial/cape in the heart of Wychwood.
Fireplaces in living room and master, large eat-in kitchen.
WSF0354

Westfield
$539,000
Charming colonial Victorian-style home. Many special
features. 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, family room with
cathedral ceiling. WSF0314

Westfield
$699,000
Delightful 3 bedroom, 3 bath ranch on large private
wooded property. Brand new family room with skylights
& gas fireplace. WSF0396

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services 877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division 800-575-0952

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue
HOME LOANS

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mobility Broker Network

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley

Joyce Antone, Sales Associate
908-233-3204, Direct Dial
908-227-0605, Cellular

Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

NEW CONSTRUCTION OFFERING PREMIER
WYCHWOOD LOCATION ON PRIVATE CUL-DE-SAC
This spectacular and impressive Wychwood Colonial home, designed by Forefront
Designs and crafted by ER Development, offers quality craftsmanship and custom
details throughout its 14 meticulously detailed rooms. Highlights of this five
bedroom, four bathroom residence include a state of the art gourmet kitchen with
separate breakfast room, luxurious master bedroom suite with dressing area, walk-out
basement w/recreation room and office and attached three car garage. This fine
home will be ready for Spring occupancy. Call today for plans and a tour of the
Offered at a pre-construction price of $2,500,000.
property.

1521 Boulevard Open House Sunday 1-4

STUNNING BRIGHTWOOD COLONIAL HOME
BACKING TO THE PARK
Completely renovated, 12 room Colonial nestled in the heart of the “Brightwood”
section of Westfield. Exhibiting quality craftsmanship and magnificent appointments,
this exceptional residence combines classic charm and detail with modern luxury and
convenience. The formal rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining guests
with grand room sizes, architectural molding with custom detail. All the while, the
renovation is the perfect complement as the ease of everyday living is most apparent.
Set on more than 1/2 acre of lush grounds, this unique property awaits a most
Offered at a pre-construction price of $2,375,000.
discerning buyer.

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

A gemlike quality fills this delightful Westfield Cape with
charm. Located on a tranquil street, hardwood floors,
moldings, exposed beams & copious windows craft a lovely
interior. You’ll be pleasantly surprised by the spacious
family room with raised hearth brick fireplace & the sizeable eat-in kitchen. The sun-filled living room, office, bedroom & full bath enhance the first floor. Two generous second floor bedrooms, a basement rec room, central air, a
deep yard with patio and a great neighborhood location
add to the allure of this home. Presented for $529,900.
Dir: Grove to Boulevard

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065

COLDWELL BANKER

&

Open House: Sunday, 5/21 1-4 pm

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 5/21 1-4 PM • 62 Cottage Place

Westfield
“Just Listed - 8 Village Circle, Westfield: This charming, beautifully landscaped, well maintained
three bedroom, two full bath Colonial Cape sits on a quiet cul de sac, with a large park-like backyard,
and just a “stone’s throw away” from Tamaques Park and Tamaques Grammer School. This home
was completely remodeled in 1996 and updated in 2005, including, Anderson Windows and Doors,
a large eat-in kitchen with skylights, new stainless steel appliances, granite countertops, new master
bath, four (4) zone gas hot water baseboard heating, central air, all brick wood-burning fireplace in
family room, finished basement, tiled laundry room and much more.
Offered at $729,000. Brokers’ Commission of 2.5% will be protected.

Call Andrew Calcagno @ 908-721-7700 to schedule a personal tour or
Visit ForSaleByOwner.com, Listing No. 20613190 for more details.

$499,000

Tidy brick ranch with a young, fresh feel, offered in move-in condition near Jefferson School. Living Room with a wall
of floor-to-ceiling windows, eat-in Kitchen with stainless steel range, three Bedrooms and remodeled Bathroom with
whirlpool, all on the first floor. Updates include central air conditioning, replacement windows, pavers, and a Jacuzzi
whirlpool tub. Large Recreation Room and second full Bath in the Basement expand the possibilities. Nestled on a quiet
street with a large fenced backyard graced with mature trees. WSF0421

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial

Open House: Sunday, May 21st 1-4PM
279 Ravens Wood Drive

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005

Pretty as a picture, this gracious Westfield Colonial surrounds
you with a truly charming ambiance. Hardwood floors, expansive windows, high ceilings and framed entries enhance adorable settings. A living room with corner fireplace and a formal
dining room with French door to the den are complemented by
an eat-in kitchen, crafting a marvelous first floor. A delightful
second floor with three bedrooms offers ample room for all,
great closet space and a walk-up to the mostly finished third
floor. One & one half baths, a full basement and sprawling
backyard add to the allure of this home that is ideal for anyone
seeking home ownership. Presented for$ 429,000.

Westfield…Charming Colonial holiday size home w/
screened front porch, spacious LR w/ fireplc, formal dining room with 2 BI corner cupboards, opens to large family room. HWDFLS, deep molding, good size BRS,
newer BATH, 2 CG and tree-lined street. Close to town
& transportation.
$650,000

Mountainside…Newly listed spectacular custom home
offering 4 bedrooms, 3 1/2 new baths, new EIK w/ granite, Den, spacious LR & DR ,huge family room w/ sliders to patio, in ground pool and professionally landscaped
yard. HWFLS, CAC, new windows, summer KIT, office, 2 master suites, panoramic views of cul-de-sac and
surrounds. $729,900

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005
Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!
Direct Line: 908-301-2015
email: hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555, EXT. 169

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Open House • Sunday • May 21 • 1 to 4 pm
627 North Chestnut Street
Westfield
This picturesque Colonial offers 4
bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, wood-burning
fireplace in the living room, formal
dining room and eat-in kitchen.
Walk-out basement leads to a large
patio, beautifully landscaped yard
and two-car garage. Plenty of room
for entertaining and family fun!
Asking $825,000

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Office: 908-233-5555 Ext. 227

Stephanie Smith, Sales Associate
Website: www.Stephanie-Smith.com
Email: Stephanie.Smith@cbmoves.com
Cell: 908-397-7923
Recognized and trained by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation as a member of the Historic Real Estate Program

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday 5/21 1-4 PM
1 Breeze Knoll Drive

Westfield
Wonderful stately home on a third of an acre. A Center Hall Colonial with newer Eat-In
Kitchen and adjacent family room plus a formal den. Amenities include central air, two
fireplaces, recessed lights, sprinkler system, patio, fenced yard and professionally landscaped
property in a fabulous neighborhood. Offered at $1,190,000.
For Appointment, Call

Sonia Kassinger
Direct Line: 908-301-2039
908-233-5555 x 131
Cell: 908-917-3617

$2,595,000

This majestic colonial was completely renovated in 2000 with 13 rooms; 5 Bedrooms, 4 full and 2 half Baths. Three
rooms on first floor have French doors to central courtyard with retractable awning, overlooking terraced rear yard.
Gourmet Eat in Kitchen has granite countertops, center island, leaded glass cherry cabinetry and premium brand
appliances. Second floor hosts an expansive Master Bedroom Suite with walk-in closet and elegant Bath. Second
Bedroom has a balcony overlooking grounds and shares a Jack-and-Jill Bath with third Bedroom. Additional Bedroom
suites on both first and second floor provide space for in-laws or an au pair. Enjoy comfortable workspace in Home
Office or Study. Finished basement provides Recreation Room space and plenty of storage. Fabulously landscaped and
professionally lit grounds on a 136x255’ lot. WSF0896

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

New Westfield Listing . . . This charming three bedroom, one and a half bath colonial is located within
close proximity to award winning Westfield schools and beautiful Tamaques Park. The first floor offers a
Living Room with fireplace, formal Dining Room with access to screened porch, eat-in Kitchen and Powder
Room. The second floor features three nicely sized Bedrooms and a full Bath. Additional amenities include
central-air-conditioning, attached garage, a full Basement and a fenced backyard. This affordable Westfield
home is not expected to last in today’s market! Offered for $489,000. (WSF0430)

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Scotch Plains
$1,695,900
NEW CONSTRUCTION
Custom designed 6 bedroom, 4.5 bath
colonial to be built on a cul-de-sac. This
magnificent home features a state of the
art kitchen w/granite countertops and tile
backsplash, central vacuum, multi zone
heating and cooling, and a master suite
w/fireplace, sitting room & master bath.

Scotch Plains
$1,150,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION
Ready for summer occupancy. This
classic home is perfect for entertaining.
Features include 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
large kitchen with wood cabinetry and
granite counters, opening into an large
family room with fireplace, deluxe trim
package and more. Cul-de-sac location.

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains
$579,900
JUST LISTED
Large three bedroom, one and one half
bath split level home situated on a
generous park-like property on a quiet,
tree lined street. Features include eat-in
kitchen, living room w/fireplace, family
room, attached garage central air, thermo
windows, hardwood floors, and deck.

$1,150,000

CLASSIC CENTER HALL COLONIAL

All the charm of yesteryear awaits you,
as you pull into the circular driveway of
this magnificent home. Features include
twin, 16’ x 29’ living room and dining
room, family room with vaulted ceiling,
four fireplaces, & much more. All this
set on over an acre of prime real estate.

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

Direct Line: 301-2014

908 • 232 • 9500

E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com

Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

Service

State Licensed Appraiser
www.westfieldrealtynj.com
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GARAGE SALE

GARAGE SALE

GREAT STUFF!!!
Sat. 5/20, 9AM-3PM
301 Lamberts Mill Rd, Westfield
Household Items &
Lots of Surprises
Raindate: 05/27 sametime

WESTFIELD
Saturday, 5/20, 8AM-12PM
711 Clarence Ave
(off Scotch Plains Ave)
Huge Sale - Toys, furniture,
toddler bed/mattress, baby
items, much more!
No Early Birds! Raindate 6/21

YARD SALE

Sat, May 20, 11:00 - 2:00PM
Rain Date: May 21
1840 Front Street, Scotch Plains
Very large selection. Great variety.
Sponsored by Scotch PlainsFanwood Historical Society.
GARAGE SALE

HOT TUB / SPA

Never used, still in wrapper,
factory warranty, 6 person
w/lounger, loaded,
delivery available
Cost $8000 Sell $3895
Call (973) 902-8306

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Mountainside office, phone,
filing, organization. Fax resume
(908) 232-1616

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

ITEMS FOR SALE

CLERICAL

Brand name mattress set, ultra
deluxe plush w/warranty.
Value $1000 sell $450
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

Kenmore Elec Dryer 18 mo old
$200 (New $480), Maytag Washer
$125, Teak Comp Armoir on
Wheels 5’x2’ $100, Utility Sink
$10, Plum Color Leather Sofa
$200, Metal File Cab $20, Giant
Kid’s bike 18” 5sp $35.
Call (908) 233-1568

Part-Time, flexible hours. Real
Estate Appraisal Office, Clark.
Computer Experience required.
(732) 680-0150

BABY GRAND PIANO 4 SALE

Otto Altenburg #507
Walnut satin finish;
15 y.o. in pristine condition;
$7,500 obo; Buyer must
transport from Watchung
(908) 251-5269

Double pedestal table, 6
chairs, lighted hutch & buffet.
Still in box.
Value $3000 sell $1275.
(732) 259-6690

King size pillow top, new in
plastic w/mfg. warranty.
Sell $250.
Can deliver (732) 259-6681

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE

POOL TABLE

SUNRAY PLAYSET ASSEMBLY

Sat. May 20, 9AM - 3PM
543 Washington, Westfield
Multi-family: furniture, baby items,
toys, clothes. Something for
everyone! Rain date: Sun. May 21

New, 8 feet, 1 inch slate,
accessories, solid wood, leather
pockets, delivery & set-up avail.
Cost $4,200 sell for $1,695
Call (973) 902-8306

Your Sunray swing set from
Costco assembled and installed
in ONE DAY by a professional
Reliable Installer! Call Danny at
(201) 951-9649

GARAGE SALE

MATTRESS SET

BEDROOM SET

WESTFIELD
534 Downer Street
Sat & Sun, 9AM - 4PM
Kitchenware, Clothing, etc.

Queen pillow top, new still in
sealed plastic w/warranty.
Queen $165.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

Cherry sleigh bed, dresser,
mirror, chest and nite stand.
Value $1800 sell $795
(732) 259-6690

MATTRESS SET

WESTFIELD

AUTHENTIC VICTORIAN
Great condition. Mid 19th Century.
Wraparound porch. Stunning
woodwork, moldings, floors,
hi ceilings. 15 spacious rms., 17
closets, up to 11 bedrms. 1/2 acre,
glorious gardens. Walk to schools,
town, NYC trans. $1,695,000.
By Owner (908) 233-7578.
CRANFORD HOME FOR RENT

Beautiful 3BDRM/2BA, central
AC, finished basement, LR, FDR,
Den, EIK w/ granite, fenced
backyard, 2 car garage & more.
Walking distance to train station.
Available July 1st for long or shortterm rental. Call (908) 531-0127
or
email
for
details.
carol_english2@hotmail.com
VACATION HOME RENTAL

Long Beach Island, North Beach.
All amenities, A/C, 3 bedrooms,
2-1/2 baths, decks, 2nd from bay,
sleeps 6. Late June & July, $3,200
weekly, $6,000 two weeks.
(609) 494-2204

Top 1% of 64,000 Coldwell Banker
Agents Nationwide-2005
email: grace.rappa@cbmoves.com

STONE HARBOR RENTAL

3 BR, 2.5 Bath townhouse with
bay views at great location on
Third Ave and 107th. New kitchen
and
off-street
parking.
Available 7/15, 7/22, 8/19 & 8/26.
Call (908) 232-4987
FANWOOD HOUSE FOR SALE

120 Willoughby Road
FANWOOD
Possible Mother/Daughter,
BiLevel Brick House, 4 bedrooms,
4 car driveway, 2 car garage,
2 fireplaces, 1.5 bathrms, fenced
yard 107 X 109, Parquet floors, all
appliances, close to bus/train/
schools, immaculate condition.
Open House Sat. and Sun.
12 P.M. - 4 P.M.
Price $635,000
(908) 322-7837
HOUSE FOR RENT

Craftsmanship, quality and dedication to details are the rewards of owning this home.. Intricate carpentry
distinguishes each room of this fabulous 5 bedroom, 4 and ½ bath Custom home which features a Gourmet
kitchen with wood raised panel cabinetry, granite counter tops and center island, Viking Appliance package,
Family Room with a fireplace, Formal Living and Dining Rooms, Master suite with luxury bath, fireplace and
private office/sitting room, first floor Study, third floor au pair/teen suite with full bath, a full basement, all on a
beautiful landscaped property large enough to accommodate a pool!! Located in the Washington School District,
this home is sure to surpass your expectations…...$1,525,000. Call Grace for more details 908-301-2019.

For More Listings of Homes visit my website: www.GraceRappa.com

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OFFICE/ACCOUNT MANAGER

for busy medical billing office.
Computer knowledge and medical
terminology a must. Mature takecharge individual to handle 2 busy
accounts and help to manage office.
Job entails dealing with insurance
carriers, Dr’s offices and patients.
Salary commensurate w/exp.
Fax resume to: (908) 490-0067.

YOUTH PROGRAM MANAGER

FT position to develop &
implement programs for girls.
Position requires excellent org.,
time mgmt. & interpersonal skills;
BA in Educ, Rec or related field.
Occasional eve & wknds. Bilingual
a +. Valid DL & car, req’d.
Send resume via email to:
vodonnell@gswrc.com
HELP WANTED

Educational, upscale Westfield toy
store seeks assistant store
manager, full-time/part-time.
Experience preferred.
Please call (201) 655-6938.

Looking for responsible college
student who can have some
summer fun with 9 year old girl.
Part-time only. Must have car and
safe driving record. Please call
(212) 526-5460 during the day
and ask for Diane.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

TEACHER-ASSISTANT

Wealth Advisory firm in Westfield
to hire Admin. Asst. Excellent
communication skills, knowledge
of Mocrosoft Office and basic
financial concepts required.
Competitive salary/benefits and
flexible hours. Email resume to
steven@roundtableservices.com

Nursery school seeking a teacherassistant for next year. College
grad., sensitive, CDA a plus. Fax
resume to (908) 232-9723 or
Nursery School, 414 East
Broad St. Westfield, NJ 07090

ASSISTANT STORE MANAGER

SUMMER MATH TUTORING

By very exp., certified HS math
teacher. Excellent references &
proven results. SAT prep, incl.
Algebra II; enrichment & review
for all grades thru calculus.
Please call (732) 603-9521
HOUSECLEANING SERVICES

Will clean your house, apartment
or condo. I am trustful &
responsible. I do laundry. Good
references. 5 yrs experience.
Call me (973) 583-5570. Neide
NEED CHILDCARE?

Responsible graduate student
seeking summer position JulyAug. Extensive personal and
professional experience with
children! Call Meg (908) 232-1982
CLEANING SERVICE

Honest lady to clean your
house, office or apartment.
Have references, transportation
& 15 years experience.
(908) 380-1721
PARTY HELP!!

Scotch Plains - 2 bedroom, private
yard, 1-1/2 car garage, basement,
$1500 month + utilities. No pets,
Avail. June 1st. (908) 322-5434

908-233-5555

FT/PT RECEPTIONIST

BED

WESTFIELD
Sat, May 20, 8AM-2PM
609 Salter Place (off Benson)
Cedar
armoire,
home
accessories, baby items, clothes,
something for everyone...

DINING ROOM

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Set-up, Serving & Clean-up
Let me do the work, while you
enjoy your guests!
Call Teresa at (908) 246-2990

EXCELLENT PAINTING

HOUSE CLEANING

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR
Power Washing - Painting
Complete Preparation, good work,
good price. Free estimate
Call Ed (908) 220-2858

Cleaning Lady looking for
homes to clean!
Good experience & references.
Own transportation.
cell (908) 494-7218

BOOKKEEPER AVAILABLE

Seeking bookkeeping, A/R, A/P
position. Work from my home.
Experience
in
Quicken,
Quickbooks,
Peachtree.
Experinced in small business
bookkeeping. Contact Jessica at
(908) 654-7618
MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

Receptionist wanted for renowned
plastic surgeon’s office in Short
Hills, NJ. Strong computer, phone,
front office, interpersonal &
communication skills a must.
Hours: Mon. 8:00 - 1:00 & Thurs.
2:00 - 6:00. Hours may vary. Fax
resume
w/cover
ltr
to
(973) 912-4397.
BABYSITTER WANTED

Experienced, fun-loving sitter to
care for 2 pre-schoolers. 5-6 hrs.
2 days/ wk. + occas. eves.
Must drive + be available beyond
summer. (908) 247-2981
SUMMER BABYSITTER

Mature, responsible, experienced
highschool senior-to-be, seeking
full-time summer babysitting
employment. Oldest of six with
many references.
Please call (908) 272-1704
WANTED GROUP BENEFITS

Looking to acquire Group Benefits
business. Will consider all size
books. Very flexible with regards
to terms and structure. All inquires
kept confidential. To discuss email
insopportunity@yahoo.com

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2004, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 5/21, 1-4PM
416 Elm Street, Westfield

Open House: Sunday, May 21st 1-4PM 122 Virginia Street

Vintage accents of yesteryear combine with
today’s modern conveniences to create this impressive 7 Bedroom 3½ Bath Colonial Revival
jewel. Original details include a grand entry foyer,
2 fireplaces, deep chestnut woodwork, back staircase & expansive windows. Recent improvements ~ Expanded eat-in Kitchen with a breakfast bar & Viking stove, custom oak woodwork,
updated baths, 2nd floor laundry room, 2 heating
systems, rebuilt wraparound porch & garage.
Wonderful in-town location, only a short walk to
Franklin & Roosevelt Schools & commuter transportation. WSF0139 Offered for $1,450,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 5/21, 1-4PM
945 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Immaculate 4 Bedroom 3½ Bath home, custom
built by Villane, conveniently located to Washington School, transportation & downtown. Ideal for
entertaining & everyday living, it offers a welcoming entry foyer, a gracious Living Room with a gas
fireplace, banquet-sized formal Dining Room, an
eat-in Kitchen with center island & separate eating
area & a Family Room with a woodburning fireplace. Highlights ~ Hardwood floors, stone raised
hearths, large Rec Room, 2-car garage with storage loft & a backyard deck surrounded by parklike
property. WSF0403 Offered for $895,000.
New Westfield Listing . . .Welcome to this pristine home with many updates and amenities! First floor
features include an Entrance Hall, sunny Living Room, formal Dining Room, eat-in Kitchen and Powder
Room. The second floor houses the Master Bedroom with full Bath, two additional generously sized Bedrooms
and full Bath. The basement boasts a wonderful Recreation Room, Office and Laundry/Storage Room.
Additional amenities include central-air-conditioning, ceiling fans in all bedrooms, attic fan, attached garage
and abundant storage. Recent updates include Master Bath with dressing area, updated Powder Room, deck,
backyard fencing, landscaping, exterior and interior painting and more. This home is situated on a lovely
street close to park/playground. Offered for $569,900 (WSF0414)

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 5/21, 1-4PM
22 Mohawk Trail, Westfield
This delightful 3 Bedroom 3 Bath Ranch, located in
a quiet neighborhood close to schools, features a
lovely Living Room with a fireplace, formal Dining
room, eat-in Kitchen and a brand new Family Room
addition boasting a gas fireplace and skylights.
Highlights include hardwood floors, newer windows, 2 fireplaces, crown molding, a full basement
with an office and full bath, an attached garage, new
paver walkways and much more. A private tranquil
backyard filled with towering trees and mature
shrubbery offers a deck, a slate patio and a storage
shed. WSF0396 Offered for $699,000.

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, May 18, 2006

Page 23

Extra Education

Kurz and Squillace Receive
Optimist Teaching Awards

HAT TRICK…The Wilson School Destination Imagination team raised money
for its upcoming trip to Knoxville, Tenn. during the recent Westfield “Spring
Fling” street fair by making paper hats. Pictured, from left to right, are: Lillie and
Charlotte Russo, Erin Debbie, Catherine Sabatino, Lexi Carter and Laura
Streaman, all fifth graders at Wilson Elementary School in Westfield.

Arts Association Reveals
Members’ Show Winners
SCOTCH PLAINS – The winning
entries in the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Art Association’s Annual
Members’ Show were announced by
the club’s president, Marjorie
McConnell, on April 29, following a
reception to meet the artists in the
downstairs gallery of the Scotch
Plains Library.
First place in oils went to Ruth
Obeid for her painting entitled “Blue
Floral” and second place went to
Mary Hovanec with her painting of
“Summer Fruit.” In third place was
the portrait “Danielle” by Betsy Ruff.
Honorable mention went to Christine Scott for “Summer Blooms.”
Joe Hulsen won first place in Acrylics with his painting “Inside the barn,”
second place went to Mary Claire
Hahn for “Budgie Buddies.” Third
place went to Ruth Gunther for her
abstract entitled “Any which way.”
Ken Malpas won an honorable mention for his “Lazarus come forth.”
First place in the Watercolor went to
Phil Kass for his painting “The Doors
of Florence,” second place went to

Lorraine Itzkowitz for “Tulips.”
The first place award in mixed
media went to Marie Gerus for
“White and Blue,” second place went
to Jerome Mendel for “Cartoon Number 1,” and Roman Gerus was
awarded an honorable mention for
his work, “Lizzard.”
First place in photography went to
Robert Hahn for “Old North Bridge,”
second place went to Rita Hahn for
“Winter Deer Crossing” and Peter
Hovanec won an honorable mention
for his “Winter Forage.”
In the craft category, first place
went to Paula Pearl for “Lady and the
Lion” and second place went to Mrs.
McConnell for “The Ultimate Icon.”
First place in Pastel was Mr.
Malpas for “Gabby” and Ms. Pearl
won an honorable mention for “Still
Waters.”
The “Best in Show” award and
silver bowl were presented to Steve
Tomczyk for his oil painting “April
Morning.”
For more information, contact
Thomas Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

WESTFIELD –Westfield public
school teachers Glen Kurz and Teresa
Squillace were named Outstanding
Intermediate School Teachers for
2006 by the Optimist Club of
Westfield and were honored at a dinner on May 10.
The Westfield Board of Education
will present resolutions to Mr. Kurz
and Ms. Squillace, honoring their accomplishments, at the board’s meeting on May 16. A reception in their
honor will be held at 7:30 p.m., prior to
the business portion of the meeting.
They are the recipients of the ninth
annual Optimist Award, established
in 1998 to recognize the importance
of teaching in the intermediate grades.
The award is presented annually to
two Westfield teachers – one each

Teresa Squillace

from Edison and Roosevelt schools.
Selected as one of the 2006 award
recipients, Mr. Kurz has been a Language Arts teacher at Roosevelt for
seven years. He has served on leadership teams, helped revise the current
K-5 and 6-8 Language Arts curricula
and mentored eighth grade students
as part of the Teddy Roosevelt

Glen Kurz

Scholar/Laureate Program. As
Westfield High School’s varsity wrestling coach for the past eight years, he
was named Coach of the Year for
Union County, District XI.
Mr. Kurz received a Masters Degree from Rider University in Curriculum, Instruction and Supervision
and holds a Bachelors Degree from
Ithaca College.
The second 2006 Optimist winner
is Ms. Squillace, who is a Science
teacher at Edison Intermediate School.
She began teaching in Westfield in
1990, and has taught sixth, seventh
and eighth grades at both Edison and
Roosevelt.
She is a co-adviser for the Edison
Bird Watchers Club, and has worked
along scientists in the Merck lab in a
six-week experience that provided her
with insights and information into the
world of science.
Ms. Squillace received a Masters
Degree from Kean University as a
teacher of the handicapped and a Bachelor of Science Degree from Ramapo
College in Human Ecology. She also
earned a certificate as a Learning Disabilities Teacher Consultant.

POETIC JUSTICE…Carolyn Forche, an award-winning poet recognized for her
work on behalf of human rights and the preservation of memory and culture,
recently spent the day with Westfield High School (WHS) students. Ms. Forche
described some of the political events and atrocities, particularly in El Salvador,
that inspired her to write poems regarding human rights issues. The WHS English
Department was able to arrange for her visit through a grant from the Education
Fund of Westfield.

WHS Students Are Honored
During Poetry Competition
WESTFIELD – Four Westfield
High School (WHS) students were
honored at the second annual poetry
competition of the Italian Teachers
Association of New Jersey (ITANJ).
Christina Collucci and Mia Pafumi
each placed first in their respective
levels, while Ian Schwartz and
Stephanie Rowe placed third in
theirs.
These students distinguished themselves by their achievement on the
National Italian Exams.
Several schools from New Jersey
attended the event, which welcomed
students and teachers. Poet Giovanna

Minutolo Cicillini was the featured
speaker at this year’s competition.
Ms. Cicillini discussed the struggles
she encountered when she first came
to the United States as a child, and
how these struggles influenced her
poetry.
WHS Italian teacher Maria Santilli
was proud of the achievements of
these students. She noted, “These
types of events are very important
because any time students have an
occasion to showcase their knowledge of Italian, it gives them the opportunity to grow and to internalize
the language.”

SUPER STARTER HOME

St. Bart’s School Announces
Principal’s List, Honorees

MAKING A DIFFERENCE…The Westfield Special Education PTO selected
Lisa Quackenbush, pictured above, as this year’s winner of the Making a
Difference Award. This award is given annually to an individual who best
exemplifies positive efforts in support of special education. Ms. Quackenbush has
been a resource teacher at Wilson Elementary School for the past eight years. She
also has served this year as the president of the Westfield High School PTSO.
Wilson Principal Dr. Andrew Perry presented her with the award.

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew Interparochial School
announced the names of those students earning placement on the
Principal’s list and honor rolls for the
third marking period.
In fifth grade, the following students made the Principal’s List:
Caitlin Carroll, Caitilin Conroy and
Colleen Dow. Earning First Honors
were Molly Gaynor, Gabrielle
Gubernat, Katie Long, Patricia
Magnus, Tara Sweeney, Nicole
Viviano, and Thomas Wang. Sophie
Sabatell earned Second Honors.
In sixth grade, Principal’s List honorees included: Anthony Livingstone,
Amanda Searls, Ananya Sen Gupta
and Mary Soorial. First Honors went
to Blair Bamrick, Sabine Cardio,
Francis Degnan, Anthony Krajscik,
and Keith Montiero. The following
students earned Second Honors:
Geoffrey Chmura, Matthew
Donaway, Mary Leahy, Edward
Lopez, Corinne Luongo, Megan
Trollo, and Kurtis Walcott.
In the seventh grade, Principal’s
List honorees included: Joe Carroll,
Colleen Cassidy Kara Gaynor,

Diana Ngo, Bridget Ryan, Laura
Sammon, and William Shore.
Stephan Cardio, Sydney Handsman,
Oliver Howarth, John Luongo,
Kaitlyn Magnus, Caroline Nucatola,
and Ellen Tomljanovic earned First
Honors. Vicky Hyppolite, Linsey
Phelan and William Piliego earned
Second Honors.
In the eighth grade, the following
students were named to the Principal’s
List: Alexandra D’Aluisio, Adele
Delaney, Christopher Freeman,
Shanice Huggins, Melissa Marks, and
Claire Shashaty. Caitlin Gartner garnered First Honors. Rebecca Amberg,
Gina DeFalco, Elizabeth Jones, and
Megan Kuhrt earned Second Honors.

WF Resident Among
Berkeley Graduates
WESTFIELD – Berkeley College
announced the names of Union
County residents who graduated with
the 75th Anniversary Class of 2006.
Westfield’s Joyce Schiff received
an Associates Degree in Paralegal
Studies from the Middlesex County
campus in Woodbridge.

WESTFIELD
OPEN SUNDAY
$437,900
New Listing, Settle Estate. Entrance Hall, 3 Bedrooms, 2
Baths. 16’ Dining Room. Property is about 200’ in depth
with great gardening areas, oversize 2 car garage plus
carport, 2 Zoning heating. Central Air Conditioning.
Directions: 137 Lamberts Mill Road, see signs.
Open Sunday, May 21st from 2 to 4 PM.
A. George Rogers, REALTOR
Direct Dial: 908-768-9677
Toll Free: 800-222-0507
Email: ageorgerogers@yahoo.com
Century 21 Taylor & Love, Inc. • 436 South Avenue, Westfield NJ • 908-654-6666

Local Student Wins
Award at Hamilton
WESTFIELD – Daniel Seeger, the son
ofSusanandGeoffreySeegerofWestfield,
was named the recipient of The Mary
McMaster Hallock Prize in Science and
The Underwood Prize in Chemistry at
Hamilton College’s annual Class and
Charter Day, held on May 5.
The Mary McMaster Hallock Prize
in Science was established by Andrew C. Hallock, Class of 1938, in
memory of his wife. It is awarded to
a senior who has been admitted to
medical school and who, in the judgment of the Health Professions Advisory Committee, has demonstrated
excellence in coursework in science.
The Underwood Prize in Chemistry was established as a fund by
George Underwood, Class of 1838,
increased by J. Platt Underwood,
Class of 1870, and is awarded to a
senior who excels in chemistry.
Daniel is a senior majoring in chemistry at Hamilton, and is a graduate of
Westfield High School.

Top 1% of 64,000 Coldwell Banker
Agents Nationwide-2005
email: grace.rappa@cbmoves.com

Mountainside Grand Opening
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 5/21 1-4pm • 1090 Prospect Avenue
North Edison

(Directions: Summit Road to Prospect)

Spectacular colonial waiting for your finishing touches! Features 6 bdrms. 4
full baths and 1 half bath; gourmet kitchen with cherry cabinets, granite counters,
and your choice of tiles; master retreat with marble bath & whirlpool tub;
hardwood flooring in dining, living, and family rooms; oak stairs & rails; &
much more! Offered at $1,259,000.00

This fabulous home has been completely renovated from the ground floor to the addition of a second story. There
are 12 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4 and ½ baths, Formal Living room with a fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Gourmet
kitchen with center island and granite countertops with professional stainless steel appliance package, Family
room with a fireplace, Master suite with luxury bath and separate sitting room/exercise room and walk-in closets.
The grade level has an au pair suite, recreation room as well as a game room with a walkout exit/entry. This
home is located on one of Mountainside’s wonderful cul-de-sacs with winter views. $1,295,000. Call Grace
Rappa 908-301-2019 for a personal tour.
INSIDE THE ARTS…Scotch PlainsFanwood eighth-grader Delia McGee
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Class of 2010) has been selected to participate in the National Student Leadership Conference (NSLC) program
“Inside the Arts” at Fordham University in July.

www.goleader.com

For More Listings of Homes visit my website: www.GraceRappa.com

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Beautiful Metuchen Tudor
One of a kind, mint condition custom Tudor – 3 bdrms, full bsmt, walk up attic,
newly refinished hardwood floors w/custom wood inlay. Modern kitchen w/new
appliances & newer washer & dryer. Beautiful woodwork & beamed ceilings. Large
sunroom; newer Andersen windows, new privacy fence. Offered at $565,000.00
Contact Deborah Kerr
For Information On These
And Many Other Fine Homes
Keller Williams Elite, Realtors
540 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen NJ
732-549-1998 (office)
732-910-1682 (cell)
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Westfield’s Matthew Sklar
Composes Broadway Score

Arts And Entertainment

Movies in May 2006 Returns
To SP and FW Libraries
SCOTCH PLAINS – The second
annual Movies in May Independent
Film Festival will be held today and
tomorrow, May 18 and 19. Jointly sponsored by the Scotch Plains Public Library, the Fanwood Memorial Library,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district and the Scotch Plains PalmerVideo,
the festival celebrates local talent and
features film-related events and films
created by students and residents from
the surrounding community.
Scheduled festival events will begin today at the Scotch Plains Library
at 6 p.m. The evening will start with
a filmmakers forum featuring professionals from a variety of disciplines
in the film industry who will come
together to discuss their work, talk
about what they do and how they do
it and show some examples.
They also will discuss how they
got started and what inspires them,
field questions and more. This program is designed for students, those
who aspire to work in film or television, movie makers, film buffs and
others. Refreshments will be served.
The evening will continue with film
screenings. There will be over two hours
of screenings of the best of local films,
from two to 30 minutes long, including
works by Bill McMeekan, Tom Penella
and Wes Lorenzini (National High Five
Day), Kevin Johnson, a preview of
Peter Basler’s As Cool As Jennifer II
(part one was screened at last year’s
event) and TV-35’s (Fanwood) own
George Weiss (The Last Sound You
May Ever Hear), as well as a screening
of John Fazio’s documentary, Two Lords
and a Lady – The Elizabeth Frazee
Story, about the Battle of Short Hills
and the Frazee House, among others.
The festival will continue tomorrow

at the Fanwood Library at 7:30 p.m. with
“Jumpin’ Jive!: Music Shorts Before the
MTV Era,” presented by New Yorkbased film archivist Russell Scholl.
Film clips will showcase the talents
of Sister Rosetta Tharpe, Charlie Parker
and Buddy Rich, The Mills Brothers,
Fats Waller, Django Reinhardt’s Hot
Club of France, Bob Willis and his
Texas Playboys, The Delta Rhythm
Boys, Dorothy Dandridge, Louis
Armstrong, Louis Jordan, Doc Watson,
The Nicholas Brothers, Hank Williams,
George Jones and the International
Sweethearts of Rhythm, plus others.
For more information on the festival, interested persons may visit
www.fanwoodlibrary.org/filmfest.
For any other questions, or to volunteer for the festival, please call the
Scotch Plains Public Library at (908)
322-5007, extension no. 202, or access www.scotlib.org.

Washington School
Earns Chess Medals
WESTFIELD – The Washington Elementary School Chess Club ofWestfield
took first place in the kindergarten
through third grade section and fourth
through sixth grade section in a chess
tournament held in New York City this
spring, sponsored by The Right Move.
The school sent 18 players who competed against 62 students from more
than eight schools in the kindergarten
to grade 3 and grades 4 to 6 unrated
sections. Three players earned individual trophies for first through third
place and seven earned medals for their
outstanding play. The Washington
School Chess Club is a parent-run organization that meets weekly in the
winter months.

A WORK OF ART…Pictured is a pearl, glass and silver necklace made by
Elizabeth Best of West Milford. She is among the 100 professional artists, photographers and craftspeople who will be featured at the Spring Fine Art and Crafts
Show at Nomahegan Park in Cranford on Saturday and Sunday, June 3 and 4.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

ABS Drywall
• Sheet Rock
• Spackling
• Light Framing
• Drop Ceiling
• Metal Stud Framing
• Finished Basements

973-818-1366

BEST LAID
PLANS, LLC

Expert Carpentry

RENOVATIONS - KITCHENS
BATHROOMS - ADDITIONS

(908) 996 - 4910
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

FENCESITTING…Fencing continues to be one of the most popular courses
offered by the Westfield Summer Workshop.

Move to the Beat at the
WF Summer Workshop
WESTFIELD – At this year’s
Westfield Summer Workshop, a division of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA), children in grades 1
through 8 will have the chance to take
part in creative themed activities.
The Dance and Movement Department, chaired by Denise Bellog, offers classes that appeal to various
interests. For those who want the challenge of engaging in a time-honored
sport, fencing classes are given each
period for students in grades 4 through
8. Those who wish to participate in
traditional gym games can enroll in
“Get in the Game.” Team challenge
and physical fitness highlight these
courses for those in all grade levels
from 1 through 8.
Youngsters who enjoy music and
like to combine it with dance may be
interested in two different selections
in this department. Musical Theater
Revue, for grades 2 through 5, will
teach boys and girls song and dance
routines from both classic and modern shows. Older students, in grades 4
through 6, can dance to contemporary show tunes, using both jazz and
modern dance movements, in Broadway Jazz, which is new to this year’s
Dance and Movement Department.
Dance Pom, for grades 1 through
5, has students using pompoms while
moving to popular tunes in dance
and rhythm routines. Original choreography and dancing to popular
music await students in grades 5
through 7 in the Hip Hop class.
In Gymnastics 1, children in grades
1 through 3 will increase their
strength, flexibility and coordination
while doing rolls, cartwheels and
handstands. Those in grades 2 through
4 who have some experience with
gymnastics may increase their skills
in Gymnastics 2.

Also new in this department is Irish
Dance for children in grades 2 through
4. This course, for beginners, will introduce dancers to the traditional music of Ireland as they learn reels, jigs,
slip jigs and hornpipes.
These nine courses join 74 other
classes in arts, crafts, drama, communications, music, musical theater and
special interests, as the Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW) celebrates its 35th season. Held this year
at Edison Intermediate School on
Rahway Avenue in Westfield, the tuition-based program will run from
Tuesday, June 27, to Friday, July 28,
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. daily.
Special musical theater programs are
available for junior high school age
students, who will perform Seussical,
and senior high schoolers, who will
present Carousel. The workshop also
includes separate pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten self-contained mini-workshops, and a full day of activity for
kindergarten through grade 8 in conjunction with the Westfield Area “Y.”
In celebration of its 35th anniversary, the workshop is holding an art
contest for registered students. The
illustrations of 35 winners will be
selected and the artists will receive a
free ticket to Seussical. A grand prize
winner will receive a $350 gift certificate to any of the NJWA programs.
An additional drawing will be held to
select one student to receive free tuition
to this year’s WSW program. All registered students are eligible for this drawing and the winner will be announced at
the Arts Festival on Thursday, July 27.
For more information on the WSW,
call (908) 518-1551 or visit the office
at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Details on all NJWA programs also are posted at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

WESTFIELD – The new musical
based on the Adam Sandler film of
the same name, The Wedding Singer,
officially opened on April 27 at
Broadway’s Al Hirschfeld Theater.
The show’s original score is by composer Matthew Sklar, a 1991 graduate of Westfield High School, and
lyricist Chad Beguelin.
Mr. Sklar grew up in Westfield,
where his parents still reside, and was
active in the Westfield High School
music and drama departments, as well
as the Westfield Summer Workshop.
The Sklar family is also active in
Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El.
Mr. Sklar is a recipient of the Gilman
Gonzalez-Falla Musical Theater
Award and the Jonathan Larson Performing Arts Foundation Award. His
original musicals include The Rhythm
Club and Wicked City. Since the age of
18, he has worked on Broadway as a
rehearsal pianist, pit pianist, assistant
conductor and associate conductor for
many productions including Caroline,
or Change; Nine; 42nd Street; Titanic;

Miss Saigon and Les Miserables.
Besides being the show’s composer,
he is also a producer of the upcoming
original Broadway cast recording of
The Wedding Singer, which will be
available beginning Tuesday, June 6.

Town Book Store Hosts
Author Brycea Jones
WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store of Westfield will host a Meet and
Greet book signing this Saturday, May
20, from 2 to 4 p.m. New Jersey author
Brycea Jones will be in the store to
promote her new novel, “Bergamot
Square: The Highgate Series.”
The novel tells the story of a young
woman living in the late 19th century
who faces the tragedy of loss and
society’s prejudices as she struggles to
forge a life filled with meaning and
worth. She ultimately finds the courage to triumph over adversity. Anyone unable to attend is invited to call
(908) 233-3535 and reserve an
autographed copy of the book.

Kean’s Premiere Stages
Announces Summer Season
UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University announced its 2006 season, featuring a series of world and
New Jersey premieres, a musical theater series for children and an interactive camp for high school students.
Now entering its second year, the
2006 season will open with an interactive staged reading of Where the
Sun Never Sets, a new play by New
Jersey’s own Bob Clyman, from Friday, June 23, to Sunday, June 25. The
event will feature an Actors’ Equity
Association (AEA) cast and will take
place in the Murphy Dunn Theatre,
located in Vaughn-Eames Hall on the
main campus. Tickets are $10.
Next up will be the Premiere Play
Festival winner, Dark Part of the Forest, a new contemporary drama about
a protective mother whose mind and
memory are haunted by a serial killer.
The world-premiere production features an AEA cast and will run from
Thursday, July 13, through Sunday,
July 30, in Kean University’s Wilkins
Theatre. Tickets are $15 to $25.
Also in July, Premiere Stages will
offer the Premiere Play Factory, a
series of initiatives for children and
teens. The Musical Fun Series features two of New Jersey’s AEA theater production companies for young
audiences. Running Rabbit Theatre
will present The Three Pigs on Fri-

Goods & Services You Need!

day, July 21, at 11 a.m. and the Pushcart Players will perform Stone Soup
and Other Stories on Friday, July 28,
at 11 a.m. Both performances will be
presented in the Wilkins Theatre, with
ticket prices ranging from $8 to $10.
The Play Factory also offers Camp
Premiere, an interactive camp experience for high school students, which
will run from Monday, July 17, to
Thursday, July 27. Dedicated to offering young writers a creative environment, the camp incorporates theater games and activities that translate students’ ideas and impulses into
theatrical scripts. The original plays
will then be performed at a showcase
open to the public.
Participating students also will perform in the plays written by their
peers. The camp costs $295. Scholarships are available to students who
have the aptitude but not the resources
required for participation.
For fall events, in which Premiere
Stages partners with the Kean University Department of Theatre, visit
www.kean.edu/premierestages. To
order tickets, be placed on a mailing
list or request a season brochure,
call the Wilkins Theatre Box Office
at (908) 737-SHOW. To reserve a
spot in Camp Premiere or to inquire
about the Premiere Residency Program, call (908) 737-4092.

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

WESTFIELD
GUTTER
CLEAN
LLC

PET

SITTING
& WALKING
Member
Pet Sitters International

Free Estimates
Insured

908-217-1210

908-233-8956

Bonded & Insured

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

ROMAN
Home
Improvements

All Types of Carpentry

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Scotch Plains Revolution and Evolution,
Paradise on the Plains - Part Two
By BROOKS CRANDALL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: This is the second
part of a four part series on the history of Scotch Plains.
At today’s real estate prices, Scotch
Plains may seem like it should be the
perfect place to live for those choosing to move here for the first time
from places such as the isle of Manhattan. In the 1600’s and up until the
town’s major development of the
1900’s, there were few places more
perfect to live in the colonies than
Scotch Plains. Nestled under the
mountains with an abundance of
game, fresh water, and fertile land,
Scotch Plains was nirvana to the agrarian way of life. A short 10 miles from
the ocean and the Port of Perth Amboy
and a day’s ride from New Amsterdam
and Philadelphia, it was a perfect
crossroads of a bustling colony.
The area was first settled by Europeans in 1684 and became known as
“Scots Plain” after George Scot. Mssr.
Scot, perhaps one of America’s first
real estate promoters, inspired many
of his fellow Scots to come to this
area by gathering letters that were
written by early inhabitants into his
document, “The Model of the Government of the Province of East Jersey in America, and Encouragement
for Such as Design to be Concerned
There.” Robert Fullerton, one of the
earliest European settlers, wrote a
letter in 1684 from the plains of New
Caesarea (Jersey comes from Latin
Caesarea) where he described “a large
plain under the blew hills,” watered
with two or three little rivers. The
Scots were enduring religious persecution by the English Empire, and the
dream of coming to this fertile area
gave them what must have been great
courage to cross the dangerous and
seemingly endless Atlantic Ocean.
Many of the early letters describe the
passing of souls as the Atlantic was
crossed. By only nature’s breath without casino or midnight buffet they
sailed into the most important port of
the day in New Jersey, New Perth
(Perth Amboy). A month’s time journey if all went well; if not, a watery
grave.
Unlike the unofficial North and
South divide that the state is divided
into today, New Jersey was at that
time divided into separate areas called
East Jersey and West Jersey. West
Jersey was centered on the Quaker
influence of William Penn. East Jersey was centered around the cities of
New Perth, Newark, Piscataway, New
Brunswick, and Elizabethtowne
(Elizabeth). The area due west of
Elizabethtowne was known as the
“West Fields.” That area encompassed
present day Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Westfield, Clark, Garwood, Cranford,
Plainfield, and New Providence, and
was purchased for a few guns, coats,
and wampum from the Indians.

The Town Centre
The Stage House Inn is one of best
epicurean treats in the state of New
Jersey today, and when John Sutton
opened the tavern in 1737, it was the
largest building in Scotch Plains. The
Inn became an important fixture in
the town, and was a stop on the Sure
Stage Line, the coach service between New York and Philadelphia.
By the mid 1700’s, the village was an
established hamlet with a post office
in the Stage Tavern. The town still has
the mail canon that was fired to alert
“Scotsplainsmen” that the mail was
in.
The community was a small cluster

of homes near the town center, as well
as outer farms scattered out on the
southern and eastern periphery. Many
of the primary streets of today on the
south side of town such as Cooper
Road (named Tucker Lane between
Rahway and Terrill Road for Moses
Tucker’s farm and Cooper Road between Terrill and Martine), Raritan
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cleaned yearly, depending on how
often you actually use the fireplace.
However, all chimney sweeps cautioned that even if you don’t use or
even have a fireplace, the most critical flue to be cleaned and inspected is
the one for the furnace.
“If your furnace vents into a masonry chimney, materials can ‘spall,’
causing the terra cotta lining to flake
and fall apart,” Mr. Kocha said. “This
causes blockages, and in worse case
scenarios, build up of carbon monoxide.”
Mr. Eakin warned that oil heat poses
its own threat.
“Oil has sulfur in it, and over a
period of time that deteriorates the
chimney,” Mr. Eakin explained.
To prevent animal access, and to
avoid birds building nests in your

chimney, a properly fitted cap is recommended.
“Some newer homes have chase
covers on the chimneys,” Mr. Kocha
said. “But if they’re not made of stainless steel, they can rust.”
Besides worrying about fires and
carbon monoxide, there is another
reason to have your fireplace and
chimney cleaned.
“If there is any kind of build up, the
summer humidity can make odors
more prominent,” Mr. Kocha said.
According to Mr. Eakin, a typical
cleaning only takes about 45 minutes.
“Just think of that brush that Mary
Poppins and Dick Van Dyke had,”
Mr. Eakin said. “We scrub from the
inside up and also use a big vacuum
and polypropylene rods. Sometimes
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ear,” Mr. Lombardo said. His musical
inspiration first came from poetry; as
a teenager he set poems to music, and
he was published before he reached
20. He has since branched out to
write orchestral works, concerti and
even musicals.
“I’ve followed the route of George
Gershwin,” he said. “I didn’t want to
get stuck in one category.”
Indeed, Mr. Lombardo’s talents
extend in many directions. A writer
since 16, he studied English at
Seton Hall University and then
attended Columbia University’s
master’s program for music. He
returned to his undergraduate alma
mater as an English professor for

eight years, and now his music
has been performed in concert
halls both nationally and internationally.
“Singing a contemporary work by
a local composer shows that music is
still alive, still here today,” said Choral Art Society tenor Ralph Jones.
“We want to bring that to the public.”
The concert, the choir’s last of
the season, will be held this Saturday, May 20, at 8 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church on Mountain Avenue
at East Broad Street in Westfield.
Tickets for the concert are $20 for
adults and $15 for students and seniors and will be available at the
door.

STILL STANDING…The headstone of William Darby is one of the most intricate
headstones left from colonial Scotch Plains. Dated 1793, this is also one of the
oldest remaining headstones in Scotch Plains.

(Rariton), Terrill (Teryl), and Rahway
(Short Hills) started as no more than
paths between farms.
An important historic house still
standing and occupied is “The Half
Way” House. Unlike today’s meaning associated with drug rehabilitation, this house stands a testament to
the location of Scotch Plains as it
related to other important centers of
commerce of the day. As the name
suggests, it was located halfway between the Port of Perth Amboy and
Morristown. The house was a highway rest stop of the day. Travelers
and couriers would stop to rest and
water horses and take a break from a
day’s journey.
Many of the early settlers were
buried around town in unmarked
graves. So dig carefully as you plant
your next bush; you may strike some
bones of our town’s forefathers. William Darby was a good enough soul
in his own words, “to allow graves to
be made in the west corner of my
farm to bury the towns dead” in what
is now “God’s Acre” outside the Baptist Church. The early underground
inhabitants there do not have headstones. The oldest headstone that can
be identified and is still standing is
that of Sarah Frazee, dated 1754.

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES...The Celebration Singers Adult and Children’s Choruses will present “Opera Meets Broadway” on Friday May 19 and Saturday May 20,
at 8 p.m. at the Harvest Training Center, 69 Myrtle Street, located in Cranford.

Celebration Singers Present
“Opera Meets Broadway”
CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers Adult and Children’s Choruses will present “Opera Meets
Broadway” on Friday May 19 and
Saturday May 20, at 8 p.m. at the
Harvest Training Center, 69 Myrtle
Street, located in Cranford. This performance includes Broadway show
tunes, opera choruses and duets, as
well as “The Painless Opera,” a number that provides many comedic moments.
The adult chorus, under the direction of Sean Berg, began rehearsals in
January, spent a weekend together on
a retreat to prepare the music and
practiced weekly for two hours in
Cranford. The adult choir’s program
includes The Easter Hymn (Cavelleria
Rusticana) by Muscagni, Chorus of
the Hebrew Slaves (Nabucco) by
Verdi, as well as selections from Rent,
Les Mis and Wicked.
The 64-voice Children’s Chorus,
celebrating its 10th anniversary, is
under the direction of its founder,
Tom Pedas. The children will per-

The distinctive style and craftsmanship of Jonathan Hand Osborne
is seen on many headstones. His
handiwork is also seen on the headstone of William Darby, dated 1793.
The headstones of Scotch Plains’
Revolutionary War heroes are clearly
identified with newer base stones.
Before there was a Baptist Church,

form the Papageno/Papagena duet
from “The Magic Flute.” Other opera
music that will be performed is “The
Painless Opera,” which will feature
soloist Anna Dugan of Cranford and
a number of children in some comical
scenes. As a preview for next year’s
performance of the opera “Amahl and
the Night Visitor’s,” fifth grader Jake
Forrestal of Cranford and seventh
grader Christopher Gliebe of Green
Brook will sing one of Amahl’s arias.
This concert will feature the debut
of a new ensemble of mostly eighth
grade boys, which will perform some
barbershop music and a song from The
Music Man. Other featured singers
include Jonathan Furer of Cranford,
Emily McGurk of Roselle Park, and
Peter Surace of Scotch Plains.
For the finale to the concert, the
adult and children’s choir will combine to sing “Never Walk Alone” from
Carousel with some members of the
children’s choir signing. Mary Elizabeth Latorre is the accompanist for
both choirs.

there was a town meeting house on
the Darby property. As members of
the community passed away, their
bodies were buried around the meeting house. If you walk in the graveyard near the western edge you can
see a large obelisk where the meeting
house once stood. The meeting house
was the center of the town and activity for many years despite being surrounding by the dead. William Darby
also allocated land for the first school
built in 1768.
The DeCamp Family on Raritan
Road maintained the tradition of burying their family members on family
property for a few more years, even
after God’s Acre was established. The
DeCamp house still stands on Raritan
Road, but the family graves are on
private property located near the end
of Raritan Road at Westfield Ave.
Back then, this family plot was located on some of the back acreage of
the DeCamp farm.

Spring Garden Fair
Scheduled for May 21
WESTFIELD – The 17th annual
Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale is
scheduled for May 21, rain or shine,
from noon to 5 p.m. The location is
the Master Gardeners’ Demonstration Garden next to the Trailside Nature and Science Center in the
Watchung Reservation, at New Providence Road and Coles Avenue, in
Mountainside. Admission and parking are free.
Master Gardener Help-Line staffers will again be on hand this year to
answer gardening questions and help
diagnose plant pests and diseases.
Free fact sheets published by Rutgers
Cooperative Extension will be available on a wide variety of garden subjects. Soil tests for lawns and gardens
will also be on sale for $10 each.
Other highlights include tours of the
demonstration gardens, a table selling
gently used garden books and magazines, a Cupcake Café selling homebaked goods and hand-made garden
gifts. This year’s fair will also feature a
sale table of fine glassware and crystal
retrieved from a dealer in Milburn who
recently closed down. There will also
be live music and activities for kids and
families to enjoy.

SP’s Breznitsky Will be
Published in Magazine
SCOTCH PLAINS – Erin
Breznitsky of Scotch Plains will have
a poetry piece published in RiverCraft,
an on-campus literary magazine at
Susquehanna University. The piece
was chosen through academic competition for publication in this year’s
issue. She is a senior majoring in
writing at Susquehanna.
RiverCraft was launched in the
spring of 2003, and includes creative
works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry,
and photography. RiverCraft had its
beginnings as the Susquehanna Review, which is now a national magazine that publishes the writing of undergraduates from across the United
States. It is printed annually in the
spring.
Erin is a 2002 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, and is
the daughter of Thomas and Lynda
Breznitsky.

we put a fan at the top of the chimney
to reduce the draft.”
Chief Kelly stressed the importance
of finding a reputable chimney sweep.
“Do not use someone who solicits
you by phone or knocks on your door,”
Mr. Kelly said.
Mr. Eakin advised choosing someone local with a verifiable address.
“They should also be certified by
the National Chimney Sweep Guild,
and make sure they’re insured,” Mr.
Eakin said.
Spring and summer are excellent
times to hire a chimney sweep as they
are less busy and you are more likely
to get a better price.
If you’d like to clean any black
residue left on the bricks around the
exterior of the firebox opening yourself, there are several household products you can try.
Mr. Hart recommended “409” spray
or “Spic and Span” you can get at the
supermarket or white vinegar mixed
with warm water. Mr. Eakin suggested
bathroom cleanser like Comet.
If household items don’t do the job,
Trisodium Phosphate (TSP) and
Muriatic Acid are available at home
improvement centers, but caution
needs to be used when handling such
chemicals.
Once your chimney and fireplace
are clean, you may choose to put
away fireplace tools and remove
heavy screens in favor of more
decorative ones. Fabric screens add
an airy summertime flair. Large
floral arrangements or candelabra
on the hearth can brighten up the
dark look of an empty firebox. You
can also display seasonal accessories such as seashells on your mantel.
And while doing any of the above,
try not to get that “Chim chim-in-ey,
chim chim cheroo” chorus stuck in
your head.
Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.

WF Art Association
Presents Danielle Mick

SOUND OF MUSIC…Siyu Xiao, pictured with her parents and brother, Arthur,
sits at the piano in the studio where the very first New Jersey Music Teachers
Association auditions took place in 1968. The auditions are held each spring on
several college campuses and accommodate approximately 1,400 students. Siyu
and Arthur are students of Steve Shevlino.

POPCORN™

Mission: Impossible III:
Three’s a Charm
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

There’s a saying in Moviedom. The
sequel is never equal. It certainly held
true in the case of the overwrought
“Mission: Impossible II” (2000).
More’s the pity, installment #1 wasn’t
all that great in the first place. But
with Mission: Impossible III now
dazzling them down at the Majestic,
it appears, at least in this case, that
three’s a charm is the appropriate
axiom.
Tom Cruise, again reprising his
role as Ethan Hunt, secret operative
extraordinaire, proves that practice
makes, well, as near perfect as this
sort of thrill ‘n’ spill stuff can get. The
velocity is breathtaking.
So as not to make it all look like
beginner’s luck, J.J. Abrams, directing his first feature film, brings to the
project bunches of action skill and
intuition. In turn, editors Maryann
Brandon and Mary Jo Markey evince
a complementing grasp of what it
takes to do the lickety-split in true big
league fashion. The breakneck tempo,
opulent locales and scintillating feel
are what the Bond movies have been
missing of late.
Not that Mr. Cruise’s character in
the least resembles the Casanovalike 007. Quite the contrary. In harmonic sympathy with the family man
image he’s been plying these days,
this Ethan Hunt is striving to wrest
himself from life’s more exhilarating
yet precarious ledges in favor of hearth
and home. The reason being Julia, his
fiancée portrayed with winning innocence by Michelle Monaghan.
Dramatically fitting, she is the direct antithesis of what will deter our
protagonist, at least for the length of
this film, from moving right into that
executive split behind the white picket
fence. He is Owen Davian, as evil a
villain as you’d ever want in your tale
of deceit, suspense, excitement and
international intrigue.
Philip Seymour Hoffman, the recent Oscar winner (Capote), plays
Davian with devilish despicability,
adding yet a validating stamp to a

career already in resplendent bloom.
An illegal arms smuggler, the rat
mixes business with pleasure by imparting as much sadism into each
dirty deal as is possible. We love to
hate him, axiomatically speaking.
However, though the character mix
and action quotient work in such estimable consort, don’t think that Mission: Impossible III magically avoids
the hackneyed or the tried and true. Fact
is, its astute application of the genre’s
time-honored conventions and clichés
is what makes Mr. Abrams’s movie so
thoroughly inveigling to the senses.
Problem is, especially for those
who like a little pondering with their
motion pictures, M:I-3’s strongest suit
is also its weakest. The pell-mell pace,
while invigorating and even remarkable at times, can become wearying.
A bit more characterization and story
would have added balance.
Partially appeasing the script’s need
for heft is Ethan’s retinue of loyal
supporters at the IMF. Convinced of
his man’s virtue no matter what the
bigwigs say, Ving Rhames is solid as
old pal Luther Strickell; Jonathan
Rhys Meyers manages a comical running commentary as agent Declan;
Maggie Q’s machinegun-toting Zhen
supplies pizzazz, and Simon Pegg
adds a touch more humor as tech
support geek Benji Dunn.
Alas, they’re stereotypical. But then
again, so is practically everything else.
Another of the film’s inherent dualisms, its unpretentious sappiness is at
once predictable but disarming.
Such is the draw of escapist entertainment. In real life, we’d like to
locate the evildoers and put them out
of business. But it’s not that easy. So,
for a little over two vicarious hours,
Mission: Impossible III makes it all
seem so excitingly possible.
*******
Mission: Impossible III, rated PG13, is a Paramount Pictures release
directed by J.J. Abrams and stars Tom
Cruise, Philip Seymour Hoffman and
Michelle Monaghan. Running time:
126 minutes

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association (WAA) will meet on
Saturday, May 20, at the Donald B.
Palmer Museum of the Springfield
Free Public Library at 66 Mountain
Avenue, located in Springfield.
Danielle Mick will be demonstrating her pastel landscape painting.
Ms. Mick gives private and group
instructions and has taught at the New
Jersey Center of Visual Arts in Summit,
the Somerset Art Association in
Bedminster, the Scotch Plains Association and the Roxbury Art Association.
The public is invited to join the
WAA on Saturday, May 20, from 2 to
4 p.m. at the Donald B. Palmer Museum of the Springfield Public Library. For directions, call the library at
(973) 376-4930. For further questions,
call Tobia Meyers at (908) 687-2945.

Nunsense Continues
Through Sat., May 20
WESTFIELD – Director Joann
Lopresti Scanlon of Westfield Community Players (WCP) has assembled
a “sisterly” cast for Dan Goggin’s
comedic musical Nunsense at WCP,
1000 North Avenue, West in Westfield.
The show continues Friday and Saturday evenings, May 19 and 20 with
all reserved seats at $20 available
from the box office at (908) 2321221.
Assisted by Musical Director Seth
Saltzman and Choreographer Megan
Ferentinos, the Little Sisters go all
out to entertain, as they franctically
work to keep their convent open. Rev.
Mother is Barbi McGuire, Sr. Hubert
is Andrea Barra, Sr. Robert Anne is
Jen Hanselman, Sr. Leo is Cassie
Carelli and Sr. Amnesia is Kristen
Urmansky.
WCP has reserved seating, so make
a preference known when calling the
box office for seats at (908) 232-1221
and remember that all non-member
tickets must be prepaid.

Lenz Demonstrates
Felting With Wool
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains & Fanwood Arts Association
will feature Fanwood artist Sigal Lenz
in a demonstration of felting threedimensional art pieces from sheep’s
fleece on Wednesday, May 17, at 7:30
p.m. in the Fanwood Community
Center.
Starting with dyed fleece, she will
form it into 3-D pieces of art. The
artist’s sculptures and vessels were
recently featured in a show at the Art
Studio, Brookside, and at a Watchung
quilt show.
Most of her pieces are based on her
love for nature, which is expressed in
her pastels. More of her emotional
interpretation of nature is seen in her
felted pieces. The artist started her
felting adventure in the world of crafts,
but her love for fine art directed her
journey into sculpture, painting and
decorative artisan vessels.
The demonstration is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Tom Yeager at (908) 3225438.
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Local Composer Lombardo Sets
Psalms to Music This Saturday
By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Susan Dougherty for the Westfield Leader and The Times

SISTERS ACT…The Reverend Mother, Barbi McGuire, center, feels that if she
can’t reign in the crazy bunch of gals at the benefit show, she might as well don
her Chaquita Banana hat and join them. The Westfield Community Players’
production of Nunsense runs through May 20. Call (908) 232-1221 for ticket
reservations for this musical featuring Ms. McGuire and Cassie Carelli as Sister
Mary Leo, Sister Mary Amnesia as Kristen Umansky, Andrea Barra as Sister
Mary Hubert and Jen Hanselman as Sister Robert Ann.

COLUMN

Trap-Neuter-Return Is
Solution to Feral Cats
By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — We’ve all seen them
running across the street, gathering
around the dumpster in a parking lot,
and generally fleeing from humans.
Feral cats are victims – they are the
direct result of abandonment by humans, and our failure to spay and neuter. And their population will continue
to grow unless we do something to
control it now. There is a solution that is
humane and that works, called the TrapNeuter-Return (TNR) program.
The success of TNR must begin
with dispelling the myth that feral
cats are wild. A bobcat is wild. A tiger
is wild. Once we begin to think of
feral cats as homeless domestic cats,
and realize that the only difference
between a housecat and a feral is the
latter’s intense fear of humans, we
will be more successful in tackling
the huge problem of controlling the
growing population.
Shell Sullivan, Vice-President of
Homeless Animal Lifeline (HAL),
began her work with feral cats nearly
two decades ago, and has been at the
forefront of the TNR program in New
Jersey. She is committed to the idea
that killing homeless animals is unacceptable in this society. According
to Ms. Sullivan, “TNR is the only
proven method that addresses the
overpopulation problem at the root.
HAL’s feral cat program,” she said,
“helps the public decrease the amount
of homeless domestic cats, while providing care for the existing homeless
population.” The concept is that a
sterilized colony of feral cats will

eventually die off. It doesn’t hurt that
the solution is compassionate, either.
Often, these colonies are managed,
which means that the spay/neutered/
vaccinated group is provided with
food, water and shelter by a designated caregiver.
Proof of TNR’s efficacy is evident
in those locales, like Hamilton Township and Cape May, where it is commonly practiced. Not only has the
TNR program decreased the population, but it has also decreased the
number of cats killed each year at
shelters – a solution which costs twice
as much as TNR.
The TNR program does have its
critics, though. Concerns that arise
from those who have not been educated about TNR include the question
of the health hazard posed by feral
cats. Actually, these cats are often more
resilient than indoor cats, and, the cats
in managed colonies are all immunized. A second common criticism is
that these cats are killing off the bird
population. Sorry folks – as in all
declining wildlife species, human behavior is the number one cause of
habitat destruction.
The solution is simple, but your
help is needed. The best way for anyone to help in his or her community is
to spay/neuter and to keep their
housecats indoors. For more information on TNR, please visit HAL’s
website at: www.hal.petfinder.org,
where you can request a free information packet.
Whether you are a cat-lover or not,
you must surely agree that there is a
common goal with TNR – ending the
homeless cat crisis.

It is rare that one has the opportunity to speak with a celebrated composer. Often, countries – and more
often, centuries – divide musicians
from the composers whose works they
perform.
But only a town line separates the
Westfield-based Choral Art Society
of New Jersey from Cranford resident Mario Lombardo, an accomplished composer and musician whose
works have been performed all around
the country and Europe.
In a time when many contemporary composers look to abstract,
sometimes abrasive technical methods of creating music, Mr. Lombardo
draws from Tchaikovsky, the romantics and even jazz and rock-and-roll
aesthetics. His music is passionate,
evocative and soothing all at once.
On Saturday night, the Choral

Mario Lombardo

Art Society will perform Mr.
Lombardo’s Three Psalms of David,
along with John Rutter’s Mass of
the Children and Johannes Brahms’

HOME & GARDEN TRENDS
Is Your Fireplace
Ready for Summer?
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The last of the snow has melted, the
craving for roasted chestnuts on an
open fire has long passed, and temperatures have risen into the balmy
70s. This makes us want to start thinking about fireplaces probably as much
as we want to start thinking about
slipping into a down parka and furry
boots.
But when you consider the fact that
fireplaces remain a year-round focal
point in our rooms and that there are
safety factors to take into account,
now is actually an excellent time to
address them.
Start by removing any ashes and
soot that remain in your fireplace
after a season’s worth of wood burning, and then consider having your
chimney professionally inspected and
cleaned.
David Kelly, Deputy Fire Chief of
the Westfield Fire Department, reported that the department receives
fireplace and chimney-related calls
throughout the year, not just in the
winter.
“During the rest of the year, we run
into problems with an animal stuck in
the chimney or a bird building a nest

which causes a carbon monoxide
emergency,” Chief Kelly said. “If you
don’t get the chimney cleaned, creosote can catch fire and potentially
spread into the dwelling.”
According to Kenneth Hart, owner
of Hart Father & Sons, a chimney
sweep company in Westfield, creosote builds up mostly due to burning
soft woods, such as branches and
kindling used to start fires.
“Creosote is black and caked on,
almost like porcelain up inside the
chimney flue,” Mr. Hart said.
Jim Kocha of After the Fire Chimney Sweeps in Fanwood said creosote is categorized in stages.
“In stage one, it’s just soot,” Mr.
Kocha explained. “But the stage three
glazed creosote is highly flammable.”
David Eakin of David the Village
Sweep in Scotch Plains said, “Anyone who is using their fireplace is
slowly building up creosote.”
Mr. Kocha said according to the
National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) and the Chimney Safety Institute of America (CSIA), chimneys
should be inspected yearly.
“Even if you don’t use the fireplace
at all, the important thing is prevention,” Mr. Kocha said. “Similar to
how you go to the dentist to prevent a
cavity.”
Mr. Hart advised that while chimneys need to be inspected regularly,
they may not necessarily need to be
CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

Nanie.
Last week, The Westfield Leader
and The Times had a rare opportunity
to meet the composer.
Eveylyn Bleeke, former director of
the Choral Art Society, commissioned
a work from Mr. Lombardo for the
choir’s 30th anniversary concert season (1993-1994). The choir delivered
the world premiere performance of
the work, settings of three psalms, in
January of 1994.
“I searched for a biblical text, and
I was attracted to the psalms of David.
I always wanted to set them to music,” Mr. Lombardo told The Leader/
Times. “It’s been done many times
before, but I’m sure no other sounds
the same.”
He set each of the three psalms as
its own movement within the full
work, creating a sort of “mini-symphony” with aesthetics that move from
the joyful to the introspective and
back.
“The words of those psalms just
spoke to me,” Mr. Lombardo said,
and as he spoke the text out loud his
vocal cadence exuded all the emotional subtleties that he pours into his
music.
Ensembles across the country have
performed the work since its premiere, among them a 1,500-piece
Ocean Grove festival choir.
“Music is supposed to appeal to the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

School District Art
Show Open to Public
WESTFIELD – The public is invited to attend the 22nd annual
Westfield public school district’s Fine
Arts Show, which will be held in the
Westfield High School varsity gymnasium from May 23 - 25. A sampling
of artwork by students representing
all nine public schools, and grades
ranging from kindergarten through
12th will be on display at the annual
show.
On Tuesday, May 23, and Wednesday, May 24, the artwork can be
viewed from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., and in
the evening from 7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Visitors are also welcomed on Thursday, May 25, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Paintings, two-dimensional work,
ceramic, crafts, computerized art and
other work of Westfield Public School
students will be exhibited.
Linda King, supervisor of Fine Arts,
noted that the annual exhibit has become “an outstanding cultural event
in this community. The art show is a
wonderful opportunity to exhibit hundreds of various art media created by
our talented students under the direction of dedicated art educators.”

Get Outta’
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Sunday, May 21, the Friends of
Sleepy Hollow will hold their 13th
Annual Garage Sale from 9 a.m.
until 4 p.m. The entire Sleepy Hollow
neighborhood of Plainfield will participate, with over 100 homes displaying their goods. Maps of the area
and directories will be distributed,
and balloons will identify those participating homes. Come early for the
best selection, or late for the best
bargains. A good starting point is
anywhere along Watchung Avenue,
on the East end of town.
*******
Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch
Plains will have a fun-filled Casino
Night on Saturday, May 20, at 7:30
p.m. Prizes will include Devils memorabilia, electronics, store and restaurant certificates, themed gift baskets,
Mets tickets, and lots more. Good and
services will be auctioned as well. The
event will take place at the WardlawHartridge School in Edison. Tickets
are $36, including $100 in gaming
chips and refreshments. For information call (908) 889-4900.
*******
Boston-based singer/songwriter
Rachael Davis will perform on Saturday, May 20, at the First United Methodist Church of Westfield at 8 p.m.
Her influences range from the jazz
stylings of Ella Fitzgerald to the soulful pop vocals of Patty Griffin. Learn
more about her by visiting:
www.rachaeldavis.com. Kevin So
will open this Coffee with Conscience
Concert Series performance. Doors
open at 7:30 p.m., and your $15 admission includes refreshments. Call
the concert hotline at: (908) 4129105.
*******
Now through June 29, Union
County College’s Tomasulo Art Gallery on the Cranford campus is showing the works of Jason Watson. Character Development features new
drawings and prints by the artist.
Admission is free, and the gallery
hours are 1-4 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and on Saturday, and 6-9
p.m. Tuesday through Thursday.
Learn more about the artist by visiting www.jwatsonart.com
*******
Thursday, May 18 through Sunday, May 20 will be your last opportunity to see The Sisters Rosensweig
at the Summit Playhouse, 10 New
England Avenue in Summit. This
comedy by Wendy Wasserstein revolves around the relationships of
three sisters, a few men and other
family members. Tickets are $12 to
$17, and are available by calling (908)
273-2192 or online at: http://
w w w. s u m m i t p l a y h o u s e . o r g /
ordertickets.php

Arts And Crafts Show
June 3-4 at Nomahegan
CRANFORD – The 19th annual
Spring Fine Art and Crafts at
Nomahegan Park Show will take place
on Saturday June 3 and Sunday June
4 in Cranford across from Union
County College.
The show will feature many new
artisans and crafters from throughout
the northeast and beyond, displaying
and selling their American-made,
hand-crafted work. This free to the
public show will be open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine.
The show is co-sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, the Union County Department of Parks and Recreation, and
Janet and Howard Rose of Rose
Squared Productions, Inc.
The Spring Fine Art and Crafts at
Nomahegan Park Show will feature
jewelry, photography, weaving, clothing, pottery, wood, metal, fiber, and
glass. The show will be accented with
music and a variety of ethnic foods.
Nomahegan Park is located on
Springfield Avenue in Cranford, and
can be reached by taking the Garden
State Parkway to Exit 138 (Kenilworth)
and following signs towards
Kenilworth. Parking is free at Union
County College. For further information, call (908) 874-5247 or visit the
website www.rosesquared.com.

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER
MUSIC STUDIO
congratulate their students
as they perform in the
47th Annual Piano Recitals.
424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com
Tel: 908-233-9094

