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Command Sgt. Major Britt
Is Parade Grand Marshal

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Day Parade Committee has
announced that this year’s parade
Grand Marshal is Command Sergeant
Major Eloyd O. Britt.

CSM Britt enlisted in Headquarters
and Headquarters Company of the 50th
Armored Division, New Jersey Army
National Guard in October 1967. He
completed Basic
Combat Training
and Advanced Indi-
vidual Training in
Transportation in
May 1998.

After his initial
assignment in the
division’s Military
Intelligence Sec-
tion (G-2) as a Light
Vehicle Driver in
1968, CSM Britt
went on to success-
fully complete as-
signments as a Per-
sonnel Carrier
Driver, Intelligence
Analyst, Intelli-
gence Sergeant,
Aerial Intelligence
Sergeant, and vari-
ous other positions
within the Military Intelligence com-
munity. That period of service cov-
ered 25 years, with CSM Britt rising
from Private E1 to the rank of Master
Sergeant E-8.

The 50th Armored Division was
disbanded in 1993, and CSM Britt
was transferred to the 250th Signal
Battalion, 42nd Infantry Division.
There he served as a Signal Opera-
tions Sergeant from June 1993 until
April 1994, HHC First Sergeant from
April 1994 until February 1996 and
S-3 Battalion Operations Sergeant
from February 1996 until October
1997. He was nominated and selected
for Command Sergeant Major in
March 1996, and promoted in Octo-
ber of 1997. He continues to serve in
that position to date.

During his 13 years with the 250th
Signal Battalion, the battalion has suc-
cessfully completed all missions as-
signed, including State Emergency
Operations, Homeland Defense Op-
erations, the Global War on Terrorism
and a deployment of OIF III (Iraq).

CSM Britt is a graduate of the
Basic Non-commissioned Officer
Course – 1974, the Advanced Non-
commissioned Officer Course – 1984,
the Senior Non-commissioned Of-
ficer Course – 1986, Air Assault
Course – 1990, the First Sergeant
Course – 1994, the United States
Army Sergeants Major Course – 1998
and numerous other military career
enhancing courses.

His awards include the Bronze Star
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal

with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the Army
Commendation Medal with one Oak
Leaf Cluster, the Army Achievement
Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters,
the Army Good Conduct Medal, the
Army Reserve Component Achieve-
ment Medal (6th award), the National
Defense Service Medal (2nd award),
the Armed Forces Expeditionary

Medal, the Iraq
Campaign Medal,
the Global War on
Terrorism Service
Medal, the Armed
Forces Reserve
Medal with Hour-
glass (3rd award)
and the M Device,
NCO Professional
Development Rib-
bon (5th award), the
Army Service Rib-
bon and numerous
New Jersey state
awards.

CSM Britt was
born in Houston
County, Alabama in
January 1949 and
moved to Orange,
N.J. with his family
in 1956. He has two

children and one granddaughter.
The annual Westfield Memorial

Day Parade is scheduled for Monday,
May 29. Opening ceremonies will
start at 9 a.m. with services at the
Monument to Veterans of World War
I at the plaza at East Broad Street and
North Avenue.

Participants are requested to be in
the Lord & Taylor West parking lot
by 8 a.m. Each organization is asked
to bring a 5x7 inch index card listing
basic information (organization
name, brief background and person
in charge) to be used during TV 36
coverage. Index cards will be avail-
able at the assembly point if needed.

After the opening ceremonies, the
parade route will be north on East
Broad Street, up to Fairview Cem-
etery, where the Veterans of Foreign
Wars will have closing ceremonies.

Soft drinks will be available for all
participants at Fairview Cemetery at
the conclusion of the parade.

All Westfield and Mountainside
organizations are invited to march in
this year’s tribute to veterans who
made the supreme sacrifice in the
defense of freedom.

The parade committee is urging
organizations or individuals to march
in the parade, sponsor a wreath to be
placed at the monument or make a
financial contribution to the parade
committee to help offset the costs of
running the parade. For further infor-
mation, please call Stan Cuba at (908)
233-2767.

22nd District News

Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden

TRENTON – Last week, legisla-
tion sponsored by Senators Nicholas
Scutari (D-Union) and Joe Kyrillos,
Jr. (R-Monmouth) was released from
the Assembly Consumer Affairs Com-
mittee. S-597 requires the disclosure
of information for donation clothing
bins placed by charities.

“People have a right to know that
their charitable efforts are benefiting
those in need, not those looking for a
profit. Right now, contributors will
put their donations into a bin bearing
the name of a charity and the profits
may actually benefit a for-profit or-
ganization instead,” said Sen. Scutari.

S-597 adds to the Charitable Reg-
istration and Investigation Act. Orga-
nizations must be registered as a chari-
table organization to apply for a per-
mit to put out a clothing donation bin,
and the permit and contact informa-

Profits from Clothing
Donations Must Benefit Charities

tion must be posted clearly on the bin
for the contributor’s viewing infor-
mation.

Mr. Scutari says, “This bill will
ensure people that their clothing do-
nations are going to charities by re-
quiring a permit to operate the bins.
Charitable Organizations will have to
notify their local law enforcement of
their bins and where the profits are
going.”

This bill has been modified from its
original version to require more infor-
mation from those organizations that
put out donation bins. Profit organiza-
tions have been known to pay a charity
a minimal sum for the use of the name
of their organization on the bin and
then keep the donations to sell. With
this bill, the charities would have to
report annually where the proceeds
went in order to renew their permit.

PARTY SATURDAY...The new 2005 Pierce Rescue Pumper purchased last fall
is all set for the Wetdown Celebration in Garwood this Saturday, May 20 from 1
to 6 pm on South Avenue adjacent to the firehouse. All from the region are invited
to the fun with activities to include rides for the kids, music by Saturday Nite Fever
and demonstrations by law enforcement organizations. Food and refreshments
will be provided. For more information, please call (908) 789-8877.Town Wide Garage Sale

Set for May 20 by Society
WESTFIELD – A town-wide ga-

rage sale will be held in Westfield on
Saturday, May 20 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. The rain date is Sunday, May 21.
There is also a Flea Market scheduled
for the South Avenue Train Station
with several vintage furniture dealers
scheduled to be present. More than
75 households are participating in
this garage sale, according to the
Westfield Historical Society,which is
sponsoring this event. For a $2 dona-
tion to the society, the list of house-
holds participating can be obtained at
Commerce Bank on North Avenue
East in Westfield.

Society Vice President Debby
Burslem said, “We have such a great

response and in turn, much interest in
the Westfield Historical Society. We
have relocated our museum to the
Westfield Board of Education build-
ing at 302 Elm Street on the third
floor while we continue our quest for
a permanent home for our archives
and museum.”

Those interested in joining or do-
nating items, please email
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org,
call (908) 654-1794 or see
www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Since it’s inception in 1969, the
Westfield Historical Society has been
committed to preserving, interpret-
ing and encouraging community in-
terest in the history of the town.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘till 9 • Sunday 1-5

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR*

Factory Authorized Price Reduction.

What an incredible, once-a-year opportunity to
purchase the world’s finest mattress! Unparalleled 
comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of 

every Shifman hand-tufted mattress since 1893. 
Utilizing only the finest cotton felt upholstery

and 8-way hand-tiedboxsprings. 
Don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping. 

SAVE 35%-50%
Plus an additional 10%

on special covers only

S A V O Y *
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc.1160 $649 $584
FULL ea. pc. 1410 $799 $719
QUEEN set 3100 $1749 $1574
KING set 4440 $2499 $2249

*On Our ENTIRE Shifman Collection 
INCLUDING ALL PREMIUMS

Savings Off Manufacturers Sugg. Retail

Now thru Memorial Day, May 29th

10
DAYS

ONLY

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 260 $129 $99
FULL ea. pc. 380 $199 $179

J A D E
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 490 $269 $242
FULL ea. pc. 620 $339 $305
QUEEN set 1470 $799 $719
KING set 2190 $1199 $1079

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 360 $199 $179
FULL ea. pc. 490 $269 $242
QUEEN set 1120 $599 $539
KING set 1740 $999 $899

Ponderosa Panel Approved;
4Connections Pact OK’d

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – A citizens advi-
sory committee looking into the best
use for the Ponderosa Farm property
in Scotch Plains held their first meet-
ing Monday night at the Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth.

Committee members include: Wil-
liam McGloin, Linda Cassidy and
Philip Melville, all from the Cooper
Road area; Scotch Plains Recreation
Commission Chairman Ed Zazzalli
and Tom Paterson of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Association,
and Russ Yeager of Fanwood, an al-
ternate member of the Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the county’s goal is to “put
a park in place on Cooper Road that
meets the needs of the community.”
He said the committee members rep-
resent a “wide spectrum” of interests.

Victoria Durbin Drake, director of
the county’s Office of Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund, described the panel as
“an informal citizen committee.” As
of last Monday, a seventh member
was still pondering whether to serve
on the committee.

Last week Freeholder Mirabella
said no elected officials would serve
on the Ponderosa committee.

A plan to build a Green Meadows
Children’s Farm on the 23-acre Coo-
per Road property, featuring 25 ex-
hibits and 140 animals, was scrapped
in February, following strong objec-
tions by township residents who at-
tended a freeholder meeting. The
county was to have leased the farm to
Green Meadows for $50,000 through
December 2008.

The county, which is looking to
construct baseball and soccer fields,
purchased the 23-acre property in 2003
from Norman and Marie Sevell family
for $10 million in December of 2003,
an amount paid out of the county’s
open space fund. The Sevell family
had operated the farm for 40 years.

In other freeholder business, Den-
nis Miranda of the Rahway River
Association told board members that
the next BioBlitz is scheduled for
Friday and Saturday, June 23 and 24,
at the Ashbrook Reservation in Scotch
Plains.

Last year’s event, the first of its
kind in the state, was held at the 450-
acre Lenape Park located in Cranford,
Westfield, Kenilworth and Spring-

field. He described the event as “a
snapshot of plant and animal life in
one place.” He said 660 different spe-
cies of plants, animals and insects
were identified during the Lenape
event.

More than 100 scientists partici-
pated last year during the 24-hour
BioBlitz. Mr. Miranda said BioBlitz
is “a really fun event for the public.”

“If you think Lenape is wild,
Asbrook is even wilder,” Mr. Miranda
said.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to enter into a
$500,000 contract with Elizabeth-
based 4Connections to install a nine-
mile high-speed fiber-optic network
for a communications system con-
necting county buildings and the three
Union County College campuses.

The network will stretch from the
county administration building in
Elizabeth to Runnells Specialized
Hospital, and include the Ralph G.
Froehlich Public Safety Building in
Westfield, the department engineer-
ing and public works in Scotch Plains,
the Park Madison Building in
Plainfield and the UCC campuses in
Cranford, Elizabeth and Plainfield.
The board, along with UCC, approved
a subsequent intergovernmental
agreement.

Also, a resolution passed, which
encouraged Lucent Technologies “to
continue and even expand their op-
erations in its current location in Ber-
keley Heights.” Paris-based Alcatel
purchased Lucent in April.

The board also passed a resolution
congratulating Dr. Thomas Bistocchi,
Superintendent of the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools, on the
naming of the school’s academic ser-
vices building in his honor.

In his report on the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority
(NJTPA), Freeholder Dan Sullivan
said State Transportation Commis-
sioner Kris Kolluri told the NJTPA
that there is $1.3 billion available in
the state’s Transportation Trust Fund
for road projects. Previously, offi-
cials had warned that the program
would run out of funds this summer.

“Now we know our projects will go
through,” he said.

Freeholder Mirabella said the
county’s sister city agreement with
the city of Wenzou, China likely led
to the agreement with Kean Univer-
sity to open the first U.S. college
campus in China.

“It’s something that we as freehold-
ers can take some pride in,” he said.

WESTFIELD HOMEOWNERS
SPECIAL PLANNING BOARD

MEETING TO DISCUSS
PROPOSED CHANGES

TO OUR LAND USE ORDINANCE
THURSDAY, MAY 18 AT 7:30 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT TOWN HALL

The Town Council’s Code Review Committee has introduced a
resolution proposing drastic, restrictive changes to our land use
ordinance. The 30 page proposal has been referred to the Planning
Board for review.  These proposed changes will affect all Westfielders.

For example:  Did you decide to move into your charming Westfield
home based on long term plans to expand it ? Were you planning to
enlarge your kitchen, add an extra bedroom, bath or family room for
your children ? Perhaps you are planning to finish your attic or add
a second level to your home to accommodate your growing family’s
needs ?  Perhaps you’re not planning any changes to your home, but
you are worried about rising property taxes?

If adopted, this PROPOSAL WILL:

-  Affect EVERY HOMEOWNER in Westfield for years to come
-  Severely limit or completely stop your ability to expand your home
-  Severely limit or completely stop your ability to build a new home
-  Have long-term ramifications on your family’s property values
-  Have long-term consequences on your family’s property taxes

ANYONE WHO ACTUALLY READS THE ORDINANCE OR HAS IT
ACCURATELY EXPLAINED WILL UNDERSTAND THE POTEN-
TIAL UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES THAT IT CAN BRING UPON
WESTFIELD

THIS IS NOT A PARTISAN ISSUE, “ THIS IS A WESTFIELD ISSUE “

PROTECT YOUR MOST IMPORTANT INVESTMENT

ATTEND THIS MEETING, GET ALL THE FACTS

LET YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS KNOW HOW YOU FEEL

FIND OUT FOR SURE HOW THIS WILL AFFECT YOUR FAMILY’S
FUTURE

Paid for by Jason Daniel Ryan

CyberSafety; How to Stay
Safe Program Set May 24

AREA – The public is invited to
attend a free special CyberSafety pre-
sentation to alert adults to various
online dangers, and to educate them
on what to do to keep their children
and families safe. The program will
be held on Wednesday, May 24 from
7 to 8:30 p.m. at the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Rahway at 1731
Church Street in Rahway, and is be-
ing sponsored by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office’s Victim/Witness
Advocacy Unit, the Union County
Human Relations Commission’s
InterFaith Community Network and
the First Presbyterian Church of

Rahway.
Online dangers to be highlighted

include cyber-predators, identity
theft, fraud and scams, viruses and
worms, electronic nuisances, and in-
tellectual property violations.

The program will be presented by
Sgt. Andre Banks of the Prosecutor’s
Office High Tech Unit, who is a mem-
ber of the Union County High Tech
Task Force, and Assistant Public In-
formation Officer Karen Positan.

Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, please call

Commissioner Karen Positan at (908)
889-9028.

Grand Marshal
Command Sergeant Major

Eloyd O. Britt


