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PREPARING THE CAMPAIGN…Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood,
center, candidate for Congress in the seventh district, Fanwood Council President
Donna Dolce and David Valian, Democrat candidates for two seats on the
Fanwood Borough Council, gather at an event for Asw. Stender at Giovanna’s
Restaurant in Plainfield.

Ben Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STANDING BUT QUIET...The cell
tower at Fire Station Number Two in
Scotch Plains looks ready to go but
final commissioning is a ways off, say
officials.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
END OF DROUGHT?...The stream on the north side of Route 22 across the Park Avenue Bridge in Scotch Plains flows
briskly after recent rains Tuesday. The rainfall was sorely need in the state. Often, this stream overflows during heavy rains,
but not so with current dry weather conditions.

Ark. Officials Charge Convicted
Killer with Laurite Murder

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Times Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Authorities
in Arkansas have officially charged a
convicted killer with the brutal mur-
der of a 25-year-old Scotch Plains
resident that occurred near an Arkan-
sas highway rest area six years ago.
The murder investigation has drawn
national headlines and appeared on
“America’s Most Wanted.”

According to prosecuting attorney
Tom Tatum, Jr., Ronald James Ward
has been charged with first-degree
murder of Kristin Ann Laurite. Au-
thorities announced last July that Ward
was linked to the Laurite murder
through a DNA match.

According to authorities, Ms.
Laurite had stopped at a rest stop
along Interstate 40 in Conway County,
Ark. in August of 2000. Her nude

body was discovered near the rest
stop on August 26, 2000. She had
been robbed and stabbed several times
in the neck.

Ms. Laurite was traveling to Cali-
fornia for a teacher’s position. She
had reportedly stopped at the rest
area to walk her dogs. According to a
press releases issued by the Circuit
Court of Conway County, Ms. Laurite
left her Scotch Plains home in a 1972
Volkswagon van on August 21, 2000,
and was driving at night to avoid “the
extreme heat.”

She spoke to her mother via a
payphone during the afternoon of
August 25, 2000. DNA evidence was
taken from Ms. Laurite’s body and
released to crime labs nationwide in
July 2002. Authorities said Arkansas
State Crime Laboratory officials re-
ceived the match to a murder case in

California “within days” of the release
of the Laurite case DNA findings.

Mr. Tatum told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the DNA evi-
dence will “really help the investiga-
tion a whole lot.”

“I’m glad we had the DNA hit,” Mr.
Tatum said. A DNA sample from evi-
dence taken from Ms. Laurite matched
that of Mr. Ward, a suspect in the
murder of Jackie Travis, 49, in Merced
Calf., who was allegedly beaten to
death in her Merced, Calf., apartment
on December 7, 2000.

Mr. Ward was charged in Modesto,
Calf., in January 2001 for a third
homicide, Shela Polly, 32, in Ravalli
County, Montana on December 30,
2000.

He was tried and convicted in 2001
for the murder of Craig Petrich, 43,
who was reportedly robbed, beaten
and shot to death in Montana on Oc-
tober 16, 2000. He is currently serv-
ing a life sentence for that murder in
a Montana prison.

Kristin’s mother, Lynn
DiBenedetto, released a statement last
week to the press, a copy of which
was obtained by The Times from the
family. “My family and I are ex-
tremely relieved and thankful with
the arrest of suspected killer, Ronald
Ward. Finally, there is justice for my
daughter Kristin.

“My life was forever changed on
August 25, 2000, due to the brutal
acts of this suspect. There can never
be closure; however, the arrest of this
suspected serial killer does bring me
and my family some sense of resolu-
tion and peace of mind,” Ms.
DiBenedetto said.

Mr. Tatum said he doesn’t expect
the Laurite murder case to go to trial
for a year.

FW Planning Board Rebuts Stagaard Place
Townhouse Expert Witness Testimony

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment heard the continuation of an
application proposing 15 townhouses
on two Stagaard Place properties at a
special meeting Monday night. The
initial development proposal of 19
townhouses was scaled down to 15
age-restricted units last month.

Attorney Joseph Murray of Schiller
and Pittenger of Scotch Plains, who has
been retained to represent the objections
of seven residents who live adjacent to
the site, attended the meeting. Residents
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that they are opposed to a large develop-
ment on these lots because it would
devalue their homes and create traffic
problems in their neighborhood. Resi-
dents cited their concerns to the board
that there have been standing water prob-
lems in their yards and on these lots for
many years.

The 1.1-acre site, comprised of two
single-family homes at 28 and 36 Stagaard
Place, is located in a light industrial zone,

sandwiched between commercial prop-
erties that front onto South Avenue and
residential properties that front onto
LaGrande and Stagaard Place.

In October, the planning board com-
missioned a study by its planning con-
sultant, T&M Associates, to assess the
suitability of these lots for redevelop-
ment. As a result of the study’s findings,
the board recommended to the council
that it would be more appropriate to
rezone the lots as residential to fit in with
the character of the adjacent R-75 zone.

However, changes in the zoning laws
cannot be retroactively applied to on-
going applications, according to plan-
ning-board members. Current light
industrial zoning permits a number of
uses, including garages, auto repair
shops, warehouses, processing and
packaging plants, appliance repair
stores, and other types of commercial
and retail buildings. Residential single-
family homes were added in 2001 to
the list of permitted uses.

Because townhouses are not a per-
mitted use, the applicant, Primavera
Parkview LLC, is requesting a D-1

use variance. The applicant also seeks
a D-5 variance for density in excess
of that allowed by ordinance. The
state’s development plan recommends
a density of six units per acre, while
the development proposes approxi-
mately 13 units per acre. The applica-
tion has been bifurcated, first seeking
approval for these use variances, then
proceeding to site plan approval.

The applicant hired the environ-
mental firm Raymond Consulting Inc.
to assess an area of wetlands on the
property and the suitability of the
area for development. According to
the applicant’s engineer, Robert Freud
of EKA Associates, the Raymond
report indicated that state DEP regu-
lations would permit the wetlands to
be filled in because they were iso-
lated, not connected to any body of
water and under one acre in size.

Mr. Freud drew a circle approxi-
mating the wetlands’ location and
size on a schematic of the site, show-
ing them to be less than a third of the
property’s total area. The board told
Mr. Freud that his testimony regard-
ing the wetlands was “only hearsay,”
and to produce the environmental
expert that wrote the wetlands report
for direct questioning.

Mr. Murray questioned Mr. Freud
at length, dissecting his testimony
and revealing that the wetlands ex-
tended to adjacent properties. Mr.
Freud repeatedly stated that the wet-
lands on adjacent properties would
have no impact on this site, and that
the applicant would be obligated to
incorporate a storm-water run-off plan
that would address these issues.

The applicant’s professional planner,
Kenneth Bowers of Phillips, Preiss,
Shapiro Associates of New York City,
cited numerous positive criteria, includ-
ing the need for age-restricted senior
housing in Fanwood. Mr. Bowers testi-
fied that Fanwood did not have the right
balance of housing to address the needs
of the borough’s changing demograph-
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Police Arrest 18-Year County
Employee for Welfare Theft
COUNTY – Union County Pros-

ecutor Theodore Romankow an-
nounced Tuesday that charges against
a social services employee have been
upgraded to second-degree theft.

Dorothy Morasse, 48, has been
charged with depositing $144,000 in
public assistance checks into her
checking account over the past four
years.

Mr. Romankow said Ms. Morasse
is charged with taking 78 separate
checks since 2002 and depositing into
her checking account.

County Police detectives first ar-
rested Ms. Morasse on May 4 and
charged her with depositing a $2,790
public assistance check that she had
illegally made out to herself. She was
arrested on May 4 by county police at
the county’s social services building
on Westminster Avenue in Elizabeth.

Ms. Morasse, who lives in Brook-

lyn, improperly gave an address in
Elizabeth as her place of residence
while working for the county.

Ms. Morasse, who worked with the
division for 18 years, was charged
with attempting to cash the check in
her own name from the Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families (TANF)
program, according to Union County
Police Chief Daniel Vaniska in a press
release issued last week by the
county’s Public Information Depart-
ment.

She was arrested and charged on
the additional charges by county de-
tectives on Monday at the Elizabeth
train station.

As a data control clerk, Ms. Morasse
was responsible for the reconcilia-
tion of bank statements from the
TANF program. Her salary was
$43,394, according to a list of county

SP, WF Discuss Shared
Use of Conservation Site

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials are hopeful that an agree-
ment can be reached with Westfield,
which will allow a limited number of
Scotch Plains residents to make use
of the Westfield Conservation Center
on Lamberts Mill Road.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the council at its conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening that he and
Councilwoman Nancy Malool had met
with Westfield Third Ward Council-
man Mark Ciarroccaa, Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea and Town Engi-
neer Ken Marsh to discuss the possi-
bility of permitting township residents
to use the 20-acre site to dispose of
grass clippings, tree branches, leaves
and other biodegradable items.

Mr. Atkins said he thought
Westfield officials “would like to give
Scotch Plains a limited chance to use
(the facility) on a first come, first
served basis.” If the inter-local agree-
ment were approved, township resi-
dents would have to purchase a $55
decal allowing them to use the site,
which is open four days a week be-
tween early April and late December,
and twice a month in January, Febru-
ary and March. Mr. Atkins said he
hopes to have a draft agreement from
Westfield in the near future.

Mr. Atkins also said he and Mrs.
Malool had “some good dialogue”
with Westfield about other possible
shared-services arrangements involv-
ing the two communities’ bulky waste
pick-up, which both towns conduct
in June, and tree maintenance.

In other business, the council is
expected to award a bid to A. Juliano
and Sons Contractors of Stirling for
construction of the mini-golf facility
at Scotch Hills Country Club. Mr.
Atkins said two bids for the develop-
ment were received, with Juliano’s

bid of $486,000 being below initial
cost estimates for the project, which,
besides the golf facility, will include
expansion of the parking lot. The firm
was also the general contractor for
the development of Memorial Park
and the field expansion project at
Park Middle School.

Acknowledging the concerns ex-
pressed by residents at a Planning
Board hearing last month, Mayor
Martin Marks said on Tuesday “we
can assure the people of Scotch Plains
that we’re on top of that, and that their
concerns will mostly be met.”

With the age-restricted housing de-
velopment at Heather Glen proceed-
ing, the council will introduce an ordi-
nance at its meeting next Tuesday to
place a stop sign at the intersection of
Johnson Street and Rolling Peaks Way.
Neighborhood residents have com-
plained that traffic in the area is increas-
ing and have noted that presently, there
is no stop sign at that intersection. If the
ordinance is adopted, drivers on Johnson
Street will have to stop at the corner of
Rolling Peaks Way.

The council is also expected to
introduce a $1.75 million bond ordi-
nance next week for what Mr. Atkins
termed “extremely critical” roadwork
over the next five years.

Over the coming months, 21 streets
are slated for resurfacing, including
Cellar Avenue, Wilshire Run/Eton
Row, Winding Brook Way from
Raritan Road to Buttonwood Lane,
Little Falls Way, Hacklorn Lane, In-
dian Run, Round Hill Road,
Wedgewood Way, Church Avenue
from Park Avenue to Birch Street,
Willow Avenue near School One, the
500 block of Forest Road, Donamy
Glen, Debra Court, Bayberry Lane,
Buttonwood Lane, Homestead Ter-
race, Victor Street from Rose Street
to Malcolm Place, William Street
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Superintendent Choye to Retire
After 13 Years at Helm of SP-F
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Dr. Carol
Choye announced her retirement as
superintendent of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood public schools after 13
years.

Dr. Choye, who has been in educa-
tion for 46 years, joined the district in
1993 from the Princeton school sys-
tem, where she was superintendent
from 1986 to 1993. Prior to that she
was an associate superintendent with
the San Francisco United School Dis-
trict, where she began her career in
1960 as an elementary school teacher.

“Every educator should have the won-
derful opportunity to work with a com-
munity that supports public education
the way Scotch Plains and Fanwood
have. It’s been an absolute joy,” she said
during a phone interview Tuesday.

She said Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SP-F) enrollment has risen from
3,717 students in 1993 to more than
5,300 today. Dr. Choye said SP-F has
a “very supportive administration and
community that supports education.”

She said staff and administrators in
the district are “committed to learn-
ing” by “helping our kids graduate
and go on to higher education.”

Whether it is programs in music,
theatric arts, sports, science or tech-
nical programs, Dr. Choye said, “We
really have got them (students) ex-
cited in many different ways.”

“The better educated our young

people are, the better our nation is,”
she said.

Dr. Choye holds a special fondness
for this year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School senior class, which be-
gan their education with her at the
helm of the district.

“This is a special class. They put a
lot of effort into what they do, and I

am very proud of them,” Dr. Choye
said.

Board of Education President Tom
Russo said, “She is going to be very
difficult to replace. She has been a very
strong leader and has put the district on
the map.” He said Dr. Choye has put a
“very strong administration in place.”

A 40-year Scotch Plains and nine-
year board member, Mr. Russo said
Dr. Choye, “is the best administrator

that we have had since I have fol-
lowed the administration of the dis-
trict” which he said began as a stu-
dent attending a BOE meeting in 1972.

Dr. Choye served as Vice-Chairman
of the Union Superintendents
Roundtable for the 2004-2005 school
year. She served as treasurer for the
organization from 2002 to 2003. She has
been a member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club since 1994, and has
served on the Fanwood Public Library
Board of Trustees since last year.

Prior to joining the SP-F district,
she was named one of the “100 Top
Executive Educators in North
America” by Executive Editor, a pub-
lication of the National School Boards
Association. She received the honor
in 1987 and 1990.

Since joining the district she has
been named “Administrator of the
Year” in 1997 by the Educational
Media Association of New Jersey and
New Jersey Superintendent of the
Year by the New Jersey Association
of School Administrators in 1998.

Dr. Choye said the board of educa-
tion is working with Carole Larson, a
consultant with New Jersey School
Boards Association, on the process
for hiring a new superintendent.

The board would like to have the
schools chief by end of July, according
to Dr. Choye. She said Ms. Larson would
work with the community, staff and
students on the selection process. The
questions she will ask during the process
are those of where the district is headed;
where the community wants the district
to be in five years and which qualifica-
tions are sought in a new superintendent.

Mr. Russo emphasized that the board
is “not going to settle for someone
who we don’t think is right for the job.”

“This is the most important pro-
cess a school board makes. We are not
going to rush the process,” he said.

He said Ms. Larson would help the
district with the advertising the posi-
tion in education publications and
newspapers. Ms. Larson will meet
with principals, supervisors, Parent-
Teacher Association leaders begin-
ning Monday, June 5 followed by a
public meeting as yet to be announced.

Dr. Choye’s retirement will be ef-
fective September 1.

David B. Corbin for The Times
Dr. Carol Choye in 2005
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