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MOZART AND 
MOTHER’S DAY
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Coronation Mass
featuring Pro Arte Chorale
Sinfonia Concertante 
featuring violinist Anton Miller 
and violist Veronica Salas
Symphony No. 41 “Jupiter”

Funding has been made possible in part through a
grant by the New Jersey State Council on the  Arts/
Department of State, a partner agency of the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Saturday 
May 13, 2006 at 8PM
Presbyterian Church, Westfield

FOR TICKETS: call 232-9400 
or email wso@westfieldsymphony.org

Verdi’s

La Traviata
8 PM Fri. May 12           2 PM Sat. May 13

Roy Smith Theater at Union County College
1300 Springfield Ave   Cranford, NJ

$30 Adults   $25 Seniors   $15 Students
 

        Call 908-789-9696 for tickets

...a division of

Latin Legends to Sing
For Mothers’ Day

AREA – Just in time for Mother’s
Day, Latin superstars come to
Elizabeth’s Ritz Theatre on Friday,
May 6 at 8 p.m. for a night of melo-
dies at La Seranata a Mama.

The ensemble slated for the evening
boasts the soulful lyrics and musical
stylings of Aldo Monges, Danny
Daniel, actor and singer Elio Roca,
Luis Angel, and the internationally
known trio Los Panchos.

Tickets are available and range from
$45 to $75. Call the Ritz Theatre Box
Office at (908) 352-1919. The Ritz
Theatre is located at 1148 East Jersey
Street in Elizabeth. A public parking
facility is located just behind the the-
ater.

Additional information about this
concert and other upcoming events at
the Ritz Theatre is available at http:/
/ritztheatre.net.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Sunday, May 21, the JCC, 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, will
host a discussion on Hamas and the
Prospects for Peace. Sam Norich,
executive director of The Forward,
America’s oldest continuously pub-
lished Jewish newspaper, will lead
the discussion. Be there at 10 a.m. for
refreshments, followed by the pre-
sentation, then a question-and-answer
period. Although there is no charge, a
donation of $10 is suggested. Free
babysitting will be available. Reser-
vations are suggested. Call (908) 889-
8800 ext. 205 or e-mail:
slemerman@jccnj.org.

* * * * * * *
The same group that brings you the

art fairs at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford will host Fine Arts and
Crafts at Verona Park on Saturday
and Sunday, May 20 and 21 from 10
a.m. until 5 p.m. each day. The juried
show will feature local and national
artisan, showing fine art, photogra-
phy, sculpture, fiber arts, wood, pot-
tery, glass, and more. Don’t miss the
chance to see this park designed by
Frederick Omstead, at Pleasant Val-
ley Way and Bloomfield Avenue in
Verona.

* * * * * * *
Ocean Fun Days is a free family-

friendly educational event providing
hands-on activities focused on New
Jersey’s marine and coastal environ-
ment. Bring the kids to Sandy Hook
on Sunday, May 21 for games, dis-
plays, nature tours, guided bird walks,
educational material, and more. For
information and directions call (732)
872-1300 ext. 19 or visit:
www.njmsc.org.

* * * * * * *
Now through June 4, the CWJ Clas-

sic Automobile Museum, 18
Claremont Road in Bernardsville, is
featuring the exhibit Detroit Iron:
Muscle Cars of the 1960s. See it on
Saturdays and Sundays from 1 – 5
p.m. For information, call (908) 221-
0908. This museum is dedicated to
sharing its collection of American
convertible automobiles that epito-
mize the 1940s through the 1960s.

* * * * * * *
The 14th Annual Garden Expo

and Plant Sale, hosted by the Rutgers
Master Gardeners of Somerset and
Hunterdon counties, will be held on
Sunday, May 13, from 9 a.m. until 1
p.m. at the Ted Blum 4-H Building,
310 Milltown Road in Bridgewater.
Select from a large variety of plants,
test your soil, and identify weeds
while learning how to be a better
gardener and steward of your land-
scape from the Master Gardeners.
For information on this rain or shine
event, call (908) 526-6293 or visit:
http://www.events.rutgers.edu/pdfs/
2006-0513-gardenexpo.pdf.

Live Demonstrations Add
Dimension to Pottery Guild

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Neither the
chilly temperatures, nor wind-driven
rain kept lovers of pottery from the
Potters’ Guild of New Jersey’s
(PGNJ) semi-annual Show and Sale,
held at Community Presbyterian
Church in
Mountainside on
April 22 and 23.

Approximately
25 potters exhib-
ited functional
and sculptural ce-
ramics at the
show, which also
included several
demonstrations.

“I am over-
whelmed with the
level of talent and
creativity of the
potters in the
PGNJ,” said
Nancy Zarbock,
Director of Mar-
keting for the
PGNJ.

“Our following
of patrons continues to come back
every year and aggressively add to
their collection of pottery,” she con-
tinued.

According to Ms. Zarbock, one
style of pottery that seemed to be
very popular at PGNJ’s show was
Art Pottery. This is retro pottery cre-
ated today, but made to look old to
resemble American pottery created

around 1880-1930.
“Sales are up, and the outlook for

the future is very optimistic as more
people invest in the arts,” she said.

At the show and sale Ms. Zarbock
displayed her imaginative plates and
platters whose color and line, ac-
cording to the potter, convey power,

presence and pur-
pose.

D e B o r a h
Goletz, owner of
“For Love of Mud
Pottery Studio,”
demonstrated the
use of the potter’s
wheel to throw
three gallon jugs
and “swirled”
pitchers, both of
which she also ex-
hibited.

“Watching a
pot being formed
on a potter’s
wheel is a bit like
watching a magic
show - it materi-
alizes before your
eyes,” explained

Ms. Goletz. “After 20 years of mak-
ing pots, I am still captivated by the
process.”

Barbara Donatacci gave another
demonstration. She demonstrated
clay hand-building techniques
throughout the two days.

“The live demonstrations added a
new educational dimension to the

Vase by Judith Lerner Taylor
entitled “Soulmates.”

WF Teen Kate Douglas’ Elie Wiesel
Essay Wins Over Oprah Winfrey

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Answering talk
show icon Oprah Winfrey’s essay
question — “Why is Elie Wiesel’s
book ‘Night’ relevant today?” would
be a tough assignment for a college
graduate, let alone a high-school stu-
dent. But Kate Douglas is no ordinary
sophomore at Westfield High School.

Between writing a play and filming
a documentary, the busy teen entered
the contest on a whim at the sugges-
tion of family friend Tara Flanigan.
On May 25, Kate will appear on the
“Oprah Winfrey Show” along with
49 other high-school students whose
essays were considered the best of
the 50,000 entries submitted to
Ms.Winfrey’s National High School
Essay contest last winter.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times caught up with
Kate just as she was arriving home
from play practice. Not three steps in
the doorway, the energetic teen simul-
taneously grabbed a piece of fruit,
made a cup of hot tea, plopped her
backpack onto the kitchen table and
let two very large Black Labs out the
back door–but not before offering the
reporter something to eat or drink first.

When The Leader/Times asked
where she gets the energy for her
projects, it came as no surprise when
she told the newspaper: “I always
have a million ideas a minute, and a
passion for merging them.”

In fact, Kate never dreamed her
entry would be picked. “I showed it to
my mom first, and then my Humani-
ties Teacher, Marc Silbergeld,” who
Kate referred to as “amazing.” Mr.
Silbergeld told her it was really good,
“but the only thing wrong with it was
that they (the judges) would never
believe a sophomore wrote it.” Kate
compiled the essay, drawing from
excerpts from books and articles writ-
ten by Elie Wiesel.

The documentary she is currently
working on features personal accounts
from Holocaust survivors she’s met
from the Adopt a Survivor Program
of New Jersey. There are also inter-
views with teenagers, as she noted
her aim is to compare and contrast
young people then and now on their
views, opinions and knowledge of
the topics of the Holocaust and geno-
cide. She told The Leader/Times, “I
can’t explain it, but with very few
exceptions, most teenagers I’ve inter-
viewed have little knowledge on the

WINDY SITTING…Mother-daughter duo Kate and Jackie Douglas take a
respite in the Windy City during the Oprah Winfrey taping.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 Town Book Store Hosts
Two Local Authors

WESTFIELD – In a celebration of
local talent, The Town Book Store of
Westfield will host two local author
Meet & Greet book signings this
weekend.

On Saturday, May 13, from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m., Cranford poet Judy Sterling
will be in the store to promote her
new poetry book, “From Judy’s Gar-
den: Poems.”

Then from 2 to 4 p.m., Westfield
author Leslie Fleischman will be in
the store to promote her contribution
to the book, “Bye-Bye Boardroom:
Confessions from a New Breed of
Stay-at-Home Moms.” The book
looks into the minds and hearts of
modern women who have made the
decision to become stay-at-home
moms.

If unable to attend these events,
call and reserve an autographed copy
at (908) 233-3535.

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

congratulate their students
as they perform in the

47th Annual Piano Recitals.

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com

Tel: 908-233-9094

Get Outta’
The House

Elton John, Tim Rice’s Aida
Performed in Cranford
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ELABORATE LIVES...Wanda Toro (Aida) and Rich McNamara (Radames) act
together in a scene from Cranford Dramatic Club Community Theatre’s produc-
tion of Elton John and Tim Rice’s Aida. Shows continue on Fridays and Saturdays
at 8 p.m. through May 20, and a Sunday matinee on May 21 at 3 p.m. The box office
number is (908) 276-7611 or www.cdctheatre.org.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – More than 2.5 mil-
lion people saw the pop-rock musical
that was originally called “Elaborate
Lives” just before it changed its name
and opened in New York City to run
for almost 2,000 Broadway perfor-
mances in early 2000.

But ask most people today and they
couldn’t name one song from Aida,
despite the fact that the show won
seven Tony Awards in 2001, includ-
ing best musical.

It’s a pity. There are some beautiful
Elton John/Tim Rice tunes in it such
as, “Written in the Stars” and “Elabo-
rate Lives” that a number of people
would recognize only because they
made the pop charts.

The storyline is familiar: “West
Side Story” and “Romeo and Juliet”
with their love at first sight, star-
crossed lovers theme serves as a model
for the show that is based on Verdi’s
opera by the same name.

This version starts out in the Egyp-
tian section of a bustling metropoli-
tan, contemporary museum and
flashes back to tell of the forbidden
love between an Egyptian captain,
Radames, (Rich McNamera) and an
enslaved Nubian princess, Aida
(Wanda Toro).

The plot deepens when it is re-
vealed that Radames has been be-
trothed unhappily for nine years to
Amneris, the Pharaoh’s daughter
(Melissa Loderstedt).

This trio of lead vocalists/actors
delivers powerful, passionate ballads
balanced with soulful, up-tempo rock
refrains.

When the beautifully costumed
Amneris steps out of the museum set
to sing the hauntingly poignant, “Ev-

ery story is a Love Song,” Ms.
Loderstedt mesmerizes the audience
with her gorgeous face and matching
voice.

Costume designs by producer
Elizabeth Howard and Jeffrey Fiorello
have metamorphosed the divine Ms.
L’s look in vibrant teal, burnt red, and
a stunning wedding outfit, complete
with a knock-out, full body veil.

Wanda Toro’s Aida is passionate,
perfectly full of resentment and an-
ger. After all, aristocratic princess
Aida doesn’t know how to play the
role of a slave. Ms. Toro’s profes-
sional quality voice proves she can
wail a mournful tune, as well as elicit
pathos with her fine acting ability.

Egyptian lover Radames
(McNamara) expresses plaintively to
Aida in “Radames’ Letter” that he
will love her eternally. In the reprise
of “Elaborate Lives,” Toro and
McNamara declare their passion that
soars in the familiar number. It’s a
magical musical moment.

Radames has a few more memo-
rable moments with his conniving
father, Zoser, nicely played by
Cranford Dramatic Club veteran
Roger Hayden. Hayden pulls out all
the vocal stops with his majestic op-
eratic voice. Like a true over the top
villain, he makes us love to hate him.

In set designer/director Shayne
Austin Miller’s version at CDC, ef-
fective lighting and a stark, yet in-
triguing stage of gold cloth and a
series of steps prevail. Mark Reilly’s
lighting design is especially lumines-
cent at the top of Act II in “A Step too
Far” which is staged minimally to
great effect.

Director Miller is right on track
with his vision of recreating the show
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