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FLANNERY GETS 3 HITS; URCIVOLI, OLSEN DOUBLE

Cranford Lady Cougars Jolt
Blue Devil Softball Girls, 5-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Waiting for an opportunity, the
Cranford Cougars’ offense took ad-
vantage with three runs, including
two unearned, in the fourth inning to
grab a 5-1 victory over the 7-7
Westfield High School softball team
in Cranford on May 3.

Blue Devil starting pitcher Lind-
say Brown worked four innings, al-
lowed four runs on four hits, walked
two and tamed five Cougars. Fresh-
man Alyson Moskowitz tossed two
innings of relief, allowed one run on
two hits and struck out three. Cougar
Elena Morge held the Blue Devils to
five hits while striking out seven and
walking one.

“I was really disappointed because
we started out very sharp, played a
good game, playing the D, getting the
hits, getting the base runners but then
we just crumbled. Unfortunately, we
beat ourselves again,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Tara Pignoli. “Our lineup
has been changing very frequently
because we really have not achieved
the mix yet that clicks and I will
continue changing things until I find
what works. I pulled up a couple of
ninth graders and they are doing a

nice job. Aly Moskowitz did a fantas-
tic job, coming into the game late,
and really shut them down. There was
that one passed ball where they scored
the run but that was it. We played a
good game up to a point but we just
didn’t finish the job putting seven
innings together.”

Blue Devil Mary Kate Flannery
had a multi-hit game. Jillian Olsen
whacked a double and Jen Urcivoli
spanked an RBI double. Defensively,
second baseman Kim Townsend made
a two nice sliding scoops, Brown also
fired to LaSpata at first in time to cut
down the runner and third baseman
Erin Scialabba executed two nice
defensive plays.

Cranford took a 1-0 lead in the first
on a two-out single by Katherine Van
Benscholden and a RBI double from
Morge. Westfield answered with a
run in the third when Olsen rifled a
two-out double to center and scored
on Urciuoli’s double to left.

The 11-3 Cougars broke it loose
with three runs in the bottom of the
fourth. Van Benscholden banged a
solo home run to center. Cranford
loaded the bags off a double and two
free passes then took advantage on
back-to-back miscues to take a 4-1

lead. In the fifth, Van Benscholden
tapped a leadoff single. Pignoli
brought in Moskowitz to face Morge
who responded with a double. After
striking out the next batter, Van
Benscholden took advantage of a good
lead then scooted home safely on the
overthrow to Olsen. In the sixth,
Moskowitz settled down two Cou-
gars with strikeouts.

“I throw a lot of curve balls and
risers. I was nervous coming in but I
like the competition. This is my first
varsity game. I really did well, I
thought,” said the smiling Moskowitz.

“I have a lot of confidence in our
pitchers and their ability to keep hit-
ters off-balance and throw hard and
(they are) not afraid to throw strikes,”
said catcher Olsen. “We have played
well but we need to put everything
together and I think we will be able to
do that for counties and states.”

“We’re a strong team and our record
certainly does not reflect how we are
as a team,” added Flannery. “We have
a pretty solid defense and have strong
hitting. We just need timelier hitting
and string them together. I think we
are going to surprise a lot of people.”
Westfield 001 000 0 1
Cranford 100 310 x 5

MAINS SINGLES TWICE, RBI, GUNS DOWN RUNNER

No. 15 JFK Mustangs Topple
Softball Raiders in 7th, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two highly touted teams with im-
pressive won-loss records, featuring
two strong pitchers, met face-to-face
at Merrill Park in Iselin but there
could be only one winner. The host-
ing Iselin Kennedy Mustangs scored
three runs in the sixth inning and the
winning run in the bottom of the
seventh to singe the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team,
4-3, on May 5.

Raider pitcher Elaine Piniat allowed
eight hits, including a triple and a
double, walked two and struck out
five. Mustang pitcher Kaitlyn Corica
recorded four strikeouts, walked one
and allowed seven hits, including a
double in the third inning to Kelli
Kaskiw, who also made a fine run-
ning catch in centerfield in the sec-
ond inning.

Piniat was riding high for five score-
less innings, yielding two hits and a
walk, while her team gave her a 3-0
cushion but the 15-3 Mustangs ag-
gressively kicked up their heels with
four hits, including an RBI double
from Becky Castellucci, and capital-

ized on a walk and an overthrow that
hopped out of play to tie the score in
the sixth. The game-winning oppor-
tunity knocked in the seventh when
Christine Parker tapped a leadoff
single, Ashley Bertot (2-for-4) fol-
lowed with a bunt single and Carly
Jimenez’s slow grounder caused con-

fusion at second that resulted in a
throwing error and Parker alertly gal-
loping home with the winning run.

Raider catcher Lauren Mains (2-
for-3, RBI, run scored) inflicted dam-
age on the Mustangs offensively and
defensively. After Nicole Colineri (2-
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SERVING UP THE HEAT…Freshman pitcher Blue Devil Alyson Moskowitz impressed in her first varsity game tamed
three Cougars in two innings of relief.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILING THE MUSTANG AT HOME…Raider catcher Lauren Mains put the tag on Mustang Ashley Bertot in the fourth
inning at Merrill Park in Iselin.

WESTFIELD
This lovely home is on an oversized corner lot and features a brand new eat-in kitchen, 2 new baths, a ground level family
room plus a fully finished basement recreation room.  Dining room, large living room, 3 bedrooms, all with gleaming
hardwood floors.  Everything has been newly painted.  A double-width driveway opens to a built-in garage, and there’s a
sizeable fenced yard with patio for spring and summer fun.  DIR: Rahway Ave. to Doris Pkwy. #50  (052000921)

MOUNTAINSIDE Open House: Sun. 5/14  1-5PM

Open House: Sun. 5/14  1-5PM $569,000

$699,000

The perfect Mother’s day gift!  Classic Colonial redesigned from the foundation up.  Yes it has spacious rooms, 5 bedrooms,
2 ½ baths, hardwood floors accented with walnut, granite tile in the kitchen to complement cherry cabinets & granite
counters all warmed by the sun from the nine foot arched window.  Wander down stairs to your family room, wrapped in
Tennessee River stone and your private spa/cedar lined sauna.  Head upstairs to the master bath, light the dual sided
fireplace, turn on the Jacuzzi, dim the lights and let the days cares melt away as you watch the flames dance on the glass.
This is a gift MOM won’t return!  DIR: Mountain Ave. to Westfield Rd. rt onto Nicholl Ave. #2052 (052000994)

Open House: Sun. 5/14  1-5PMSCOTCH PLAINS $849,900

Center Hall Colonial in pristine condition.  Large entry foyer with slate floor, 4 bedrooms and 3 ½ baths provide plenty
of room.  This home also features a formal dining room w/built in corner cupboards, CAC, refinished hardwood floors
& recessed lighting, an au pair suite with full bath in the finished basement, a 1st floor laundry room and a bright 1st

floor family room with a wood burning fireplace.  Many recent updates including an expanded deck with Tiki bar.  DIR:
Mountain Ave. to New Providence Rd. #120  (052000NEW)

Pristine 3 bedroom, 2 bath Colonial built in the 1920’s and renovated in the late 1990’s.  Situated on a tranquil tree
lined street, this home includes a large country kitchen w/den & adjacent laundry area, enhanced by beautiful
hardwood floors and a wood-burning fireplace in the living room.  Finished rec. room plus an office and workshop
complete the basement.  DIR: Mountain Ave. to William St. #432 (052000653)

Open House: Sun. 5/14  1-5PMSCOTCH PLAINS $469,900


