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Parker GardensParker Gardens
14 acres

www.parkergardens.com
         Telephone     908.322.5555Garden Center    Greenhouses    Landscape Services

1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Mon-Wed 7-6   Thurs-Fri 7-7
Saturday  7-6      Sunday  9-5

Mother’s Day Special: $1.49ea

4´́   Annuals
Impatiens, Marigold, Begonia, & Seed Petunia

Regular price $1.99.  Must present coupon at time of purchase.  While supplies last.  Cannot be combined with any 
other offer.  Valid 5/10/06 - 5/16/06.

 

Endless Summer Hydrangeas®

Give your motherGive your mother
flowers that bloom all season.

Seminar: Everything You Need to 
Know About Hydrangeas including the incredible 

Endless Summer®

With special guest 
speaker.

May 13

Come anytime 
between 9am - 
12pm.

We will answer 
all of your 
questions.

Cost: Free

Not All Customers Created
Equally at Local Eateries
By VINCE FITZPATRICK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In the eyes of a Westfield teenager,
the dozens of local restaurants offer
endless possibilities for meeting with
friends and relaxing over a meal. Un-
fortunately, in the eyes of some dining
establishments, not all customers are
created equal. Any experienced young
diner knows that some restaurants are
more teen-friendly than others.

In an unfriendly restaurant one may
be greeted impolitely at the entrance,
placed at tables far away from the
other diners, or felt rushed through
the meal. While waiting for a table,
older customers are often preferred
and might be seated before a younger
party who arrived earlier.

Some restaurant proprietors and
staff assume that teenagers tend to be

too loud and messy, and tip poorly.
However, this is a vast generalization
and is unfair to the average neat,
quiet, fair-tipping teen.

Thankfully, there are a number of
nearby eateries that are warm and in-
viting to customers of all ages. Tinga
and Cheeburger Cheeburger provide a
friendly atmosphere for Westfield teens
to meet and eat, and food-court style
restaurants like Qdoba and the Wind-
mill are speedy and pleasant. The staffs
of Westfield’s several sub shops, such
as Hershey’s, Jersey Mike’s and Sub-
way, are cooperative and polite.

Similarly, Garwood’s Quiznos sub
shop is quick and enjoyable. Garwood
also hosts one of the favorite restau-
rants of Westfield’s teens, Magic Grill.
Apart from the popular buffet-style
Mongolian BBQ bowls, the restau-
rant is well liked for its friendly ser-
vice and relaxed atmosphere. Upon
entering the Magic Grill, one can
always expect to be greeted and served
with a smile, and this is often re-
flected in the tip.

What all these restaurants know is
that teenagers, first and foremost, like
to eat, and if you provide a friendly
environment for them, they will buy
your food. They also recognize that
alienating a whole age group because
a few kids do not tip well, or get a bit
too rowdy is simply bad for business,
and that a teenager’s money is worth
just as much as their parents’ or grand-
parents’.

Westfield’s unfriendly restaurants
could learn from their teen-friendly
neighbors. They should also note that
an unfriendly staff would often pro-
voke young people to act disruptive
and untidy, suggesting that it is the
waiter’s attitude that causes disobe-
dience, and not the other way around.

Finally, local restaurateurs should
recognize that the Westfield school
system has taught its students how to
take 10, 15 or 20 percent out of their
total check, and that if they tip poorly,
it is not out of lack of math skills, but
out of disappointment. Just as with
adults, young people will give more
for good service and less if they are
greeted with a frown and treated like
a second-priority customer.

If Westfield restaurants choose to
mistreat a large portion of potential
customers, those customers will re-
turn the favor. If, however, they de-
cide to follow in the footsteps of
some of the town’s teen-friendly eat-
eries, they may find an increase in
profit and customers.

Vince is a sophomore at Westfield
High School.

Local Museum Seeks
Public’s Participation

SPRING FOOD DRIVE…The School One Service (S.O.S) PTA Committee
recently sponsored a food drive to benefit Union County Social Services. Students
were asked to contribute specific non-perishable food items by grade. Pictured
with donated food items, from left to right, are: Stephen Scarcella, Maddie
Bebout, Sam Bebout, Caleb Chiariello, Sarah Bowles and Bella Bernardo.

CHECKMATE…Representing Washington School in the New York City tourna-
ment, top row, from left to right, are: Patrick Terry, Andy Fromm, Liam McElheny,
Principal Joseph Malanga, Daniel Mahler, Joseph Salmon and Matthew Lazzarotti;
middle row, Christopher Lazzarotti, Mark Lazzarotti, Kirsten Mahler, Jared Ellner
and Evan McElheny; bottom row, Alex Fromm, Elijah Wagner, Evan Eckert, Jake
Klofta, Allison Worms and Matthew Osment. Not pictured is Spencer Fishman.

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Miller-Cory House Museum, located
at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield,
invite area residents to join in celebrat-
ing 2006 as the Year of the Museum.

As declared by a United States
House of Representatives resolution,
the it is a time to recognize, experi-
ence and support all local museums.

Individuals can show their support
by volunteering at the Miller-Cory
House Museum, the programs and
services of which are provided solely
through its group of volunteers.

Opportunities include giving week-
end or weekday tours, cooking over
the open hearth, working in the Colo-
nial gardens or the gift shop and vis-
iting schools. Full training is pro-
vided for all volunteer activities.

Support also can take the form of
becoming a museum member or mak-
ing a donation. Membership fees and
donations are critical for meeting costs
of maintaining the historic farmhouse –
no state or federal funding is received.

Finally, people can support the
museum by taking advantage of its
programs. Tours of the house are
available for scout troops or class
trips, and special “Showcase” pro-
grams are presented at local schools.

The museum also offers Sunday

programs that highlight various as-
pects of early American life or fea-
ture fun, family-friendly activities.
For more information, please call the
museum office at (908) 232-1776.

Wilson Holds Mother’s
Day Plant Sale Friday
WESTFIELD – The annual Franklin

School Mother’s Day Plant sale will
be held on Friday, May 12, from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on the Newton Place side of
the school. A large assortment of flow-
ers and herbs will be available in flats,
planters and hanging baskets. New
this year, the plant sale will include
perennials for the first time. The Terrill
Road Country Market will restock
plants throughout the day.

Terrill Road Country Market has
agreed this year to donate 10 percent of
its in-store proceeds for the month of
May to Franklin School. This promo-
tion is running now through May 31.
Those unable to make the sale should
buy plants at Terrill Road Country
Market and tell them the purchase is for
Franklin School. The price will remain
the same and they will automatically
donate 10 percent right back to the
school. Terrill Road Country Market is
located at 190 Terrill Road in Plainfield.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

WF BOE to Continue
Enrollment Discussion
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board

of Education will continue its discus-
sion of the Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee on Enrollment (CACE) recommen-
dations at the board’s regularly sched-
uled meeting to be held Tuesday, May
16, at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

The business meeting will directly
follow a 7:30 p.m. celebration in honor
of Edison teacher Teresa Squillace
and Roosevelt teacher Glen Kurz,
who were selected as the Optimist
Club of Westfield intermediate teach-
ers of the year for 2006.

The public is welcomed to attend.
All board meetings are taped and tele-
vised on Blue Devils TV36 on Tues-
days at 8 a.m., 3 and 11 p.m., Thurs-
days at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., Saturdays at
3 p.m. and Sundays at 10 a.m.

Wash. Crossing Lauds
Scholarship Winners

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Washing-
ton Crossing Foundation recently an-
nounced the winners of their scholar-
ships for high-school seniors planning
careers in government services. Daniel

Ingram of Scotch Plains was one of the
27 recipients of the scholarships.

These scholarships, now in their 38th
year, were established in 1969 in honor
of the late Ann Hawkes Hutton, found-
ing chairman of the Washington Cross-
ing Foundation through a grant from
the Grundy Foundation of Bristol, Pa.

The scholarships are awarded an-
nually for the best all-around presen-
tations, including an explanation of
why the candidate wishes to pursue a
career in public service. They seek to
perpetuate dedication to service of
country as exemplified by General
Washington’s crossing of the Dela-
ware River on Christmas in 1776.

Daniel Ingram

Business

Embroidery Customer

Of  The Week

Beverly Caldora
J. B. Caldora Inc.

Town Embroidery
102 Quimby Street

908 233 -1221
www.townembroidery.com


