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Remember Mother's Day Sunday, May 14th

BOE Colleagues
Acknowledge Rhodes
WESTFIELD – Kimberly Rhodes

ended her six years on the Westfield
Board of Education in April with a
note of gratitude from her colleagues.
While serving, Ms. Rhodes’ provided
financial expertise in her role on the
budget and finance committee and as
chair of the facilities committee dur-
ing the completion of the science wing
at Westfield High School. She also
served on several other committees
including long range planning, poli-
cies, board/staff relations, and nego-
tiations. She served as liaison to the
Westfield Library Board and to the
Westfield Recreation Commission.
Ms. Rhodes did not seek a third term.

THANK YOU...Westfield Board of Education President Anne Riegel presents
Kimberly Rhodes with a resolution of appreciation last week for her six years of
service on the board.

TIMES TO REMEMBER...Duncan Cook, age 5, and his grandfather Bob Harvey
enjoy each others company during the Annual Fishing Derby last Saturday
sponsored by the Westfield Policemen’s Benevolent Association.

Neighbors Seek Action Following
Arrest of Four Hillcrest Students

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — “Lock Your
Doors” exclaims a flyer delivered to
150 households by concerned parents
living in the neighborhood adjacent to
Hillcrest Academy, located at 728
Westfield Avenue, the former location
of the Lincoln School building.

“This week, one house was robbed
and vandalized by these students.
These same students vandalized a car
and stole another at the train station,”
the flyer states. “These students then
drove the stolen car back to school
the next day and were apprehended
by local police after a foot chase
through our yards resulting in more

property damage.”
Union County Educational Services

Commission Superintendent Edward
Hartnett told The Westfield Leader,
“Certainly this has been an unfortu-
nate incident. We have been leasing
the facility since 1982, and this is the
first time our students’ behavior im-
pacted the neighborhood.”

Mr. Hartnett confirmed that all four
students involved will not be return-
ing to Hillcrest Academy and are in
lock-up at the Union County Juvenile
Detention Center.

“We currently have two full-time
security monitors and have intermit-
tent off-duty police officers,” he said.
“We have now requested a full-time

police officer through the end of this
year.”

Residents Lisa Stern and Sue Hop-
per, whose property was damaged
during the chase, attended a meeting
with officials on Tuesday at 1:30 p.m.
to discuss solutions to the problem.

Westfield School Superintendent
William Foley told The Leader that
this meeting “involves not only the
two superintendents, but also the
mayor and the police chief of
Westfield.”

Ms. Hopper and Ms. Stern hope to
hold an additional, community-wide
meeting in the coming weeks.

Councilman David Haas, who rep-
resents the Third Ward, where the
school is located, confirmed with Ms.
Hopper that “the students are not car-
rying any weapons to school – only
box cutters.”

Ms. Hopper said that some examples
of disruptive behavior over the past
year have included students shouting
threats and foul language out win-
dows at children and adults walking
on the sidewalk, students chasing small
children at the adjacent park, home
and car break-ins and a general sense
of fear among residents in the area.

“It’s ironic that the issue of neigh-
borhood schools is on the forefront.
We live within walking distance to
our school, Tamaques, yet we cannot
allow our children to walk to school,”
Ms. Stern said. “The kids are afraid
and I am afraid. What is the point of
having a neighborhood school?”

UCESC leases the school from the
Westfield school district at $196,000
a year.

The school’s website describes it-
self as an “alternative education pro-
gram for young people who have the
intellectual ability to achieve, but who
need a highly structured, personalized
environment in which to succeed.”

The Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) has considered moving its ad-
ministrative offices from Elm Street to
the site, but officials have said renova-
tion costs to upgrade the facility could
at minimum be $2.8 million and that
the UCESC would need a year’s notice
to relocate the school.

On April 4, Dr. Foley said there
would be enough income generated
to cover the cost of renovation and the
lost lease revenue from renting the
Lincoln School building if the Elm
Street facility is sold for $8 million.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Local Jeweler Wants to Mix
His Work and Family Life

By JENNIFER SINCLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The first new ap-
peal at the May Board of Adjustment
meeting concerned S.T. Ellis, LLC,
at 153 Mountain Avenue. The owner
of the jewelry shop wants to re-vamp
his business, creating an addition for
him and his wife to live in. As the
couple has aged, the owner said, he
and his wife have come to appreciate
the convenience of not having to com-
mute to work. The new addition would
be a place for him and his wife to live
until and beyond retirement. “To us,
family comes first,” he said.

Engineer James Watson and plan-
ner Ted Bowers also spoke, and said
that the proposed plan would fit in
perfectly with the aesthetics of the
neighborhood. After an hour of dia-
grams, discussion and deliberation,
the board requested that the case be
carried over to next month’s meeting.

Ardis DeCamp of 518 Hort Street
was granted permission to replace
her existing deck with a family room.

Peter and Stephenie Barba received
the okay to tear down a portion of
their home at 771 Summit Avenue
and build new rooms in the “existing
footprint” of the house, meaning that
their new structure will not exceed
the measurements of the old one.

Christine Sangiacomo brought in
photographs of her home at 616
Kensington Drive. Ms. Sangiacomo’s
architect assured the board that the
addition she was requesting (a bigger
kitchen and a master bedroom suite)
would not “interfere with any
[neighbor’s] light or air” and that the
structure would “be in line with the
character” of the surrounding area.
The motion was approved.

Michael and Jessica Bruder of 3
Mohawk Trail received permission to
create an addition on their home that
would add more closet space and
another bathroom to accommodate
the needs of their expanding family.

At 618 Arlington Avenue, Ms.
Christina Martini wants to add a mas-

ter bedroom, a new kitchen, a family
room, and a master bathroom to her
home. The board asked that Ms. Mar-
tini revamp some of the details of her
plan and return to discuss it at next
month’s meeting.

Neighbors of C. P. Burfield (404

MS BOE Pres. Defends CSA
Against Union Allegations

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The presi-
dent of the Mountainside Board of
Education voiced his support for Chief
School Administrator (CSA), Dr. Ri-
chard O’Malley, at Tuesday night’s
board meeting.

John Perrin read a personal state-
ment to “illustrate (Dr. O’Malley’s)
commitment to instruction profes-
sionals in Mountainside.” The state-
ment came in response to claims from
the Mountainside Education Asso-
ciation (MEA) that Dr. O’Malley has
shown a “lack of respect” to staff
members. Teachers staged a “Wear
Red for Respect Day” demonstration
on May 3 to voice their discontent.

He disagreed with the MEA’s allega-
tions and said that Dr. O’Malley’s track
record has proven otherwise. He added
that the CSA  “(empowers) students to
shape, build and achieve their dreams.”

Mr. Perrin said the administration,
under Dr. O’Malley’s guidance, has
shown “courage” by fostering change
within the district. He said Dr.
O’Malley has consistently shown sup-
port for teachers. He credited the CSA
with making “teacher training a top
priority.” He said Dr. O’Malley has
highlighted standout teachers at board
meetings and on the district’s website.

Mr. Perrin also said Dr. O’Malley
has guided non-tenured teachers to-
wards their goal of getting tenure.

Although several parents attended
the meeting, no one responded to Mr.
Perrin’s statement.

In other business, the board will
meet Saturday, June 17 to set district
goals for the 2006-2007 school year.
Mr. Perrin encouraged the community
to “provide input” by contacting Dr.
O’Malley or board members. Phone
numbers of all the board members will
be placed on the district website.

The board also approved contracts
for all but four employees in the district.

Board member Carmine Venes
voted against the contracts for ad-

Mountainside Council
Reviews Budget Details

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During the
agenda-setting council meeting held
Tuesday evening, Mayor Robert
Viglianti announced that a public bud-
get hearing would take place next week
at the regular council meeting. He re-
ported that the municipal portion of the
budget would increase almost $500,000
over last year’s municipal total.

Included in the increase are police
salaries, up by $120,000; the library,
up by $62,650; the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA), up by
$92,238; employee health insurance,
up by $35,000; police retirement
costs, up by $90,176; employee re-
tirement, up by $16,466; gasoline for
vehicles, up by $11,000; gas and heat
for the municipal building, up by
$10,000, and electric, up by $8,000.

The mayor said the second reading

of appropriation ordinances would oc-
cur at next week’s meeting. The first
appropriation would be for $240,000
for the resurfacing of Central Avenue.
He said that the borough would receive
$140,000 from a New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) grant.

The other appropriation would be
for $15,800 from the Capital Improve-
ment Fund to conduct municipal
storm water pipe mapping.

In February, Town Engineer
Michael Disko told council members
that the state has mandated that mu-
nicipalities map their storm water
connections and catch basins.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, May 16, at 8 p.m.

Dr. Foley Discusses CACE
Enrollment Recommendations
By MEGHAN GILL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
of Schools William Foley presented
the first of a series of three public
meetings in the Citizen’s Advisory
Committee on Enrollment (CACE)
report at Westfield High School
(WHS) auditorium Tuesday night.

The recommendations include the
creation of two centralized kindergar-
ten programs –  one at Jefferson school
and one at Washington school – and
adding eight classrooms at each school.

“If we do this, we would have a
balanced kindergarten, space for
growth and be able to provide art and
music rooms at every school,” he said.

This does not eliminate the possibil-
ity of some redistricting, particularly
those attending Wilson School, he said.
CACE has estimated that the
centrailzed-kindergarten initiative
would cost $8 million.

On the intermediate-school level,
the district does not have a capacity
problem – the problem is overcrowd-
ing at Roosevelt, said Dr. Foley.

“You won’t see changes in test
scores, but you will see the effects of
overcrowding, students getting lost
between the cracks…it is a social
rather than academic issue,” he said.

He also said the committee looked
at placing all of fifth-grade students at
the former Lincoln School (Hillcrest
Academy) facility, but this school has
only 15 rooms and “I have 24 fifth
grades,” Dr. Foley said. “We are going
to have to have redistricting with a
magnet option. None of this will hap-
pen until 2007. In the short term, we
may consider a split schedule at
Roosevelt.”

In a split schedule, some students
would start and end school earlier, while

others would start and leave later.
“Those are the options that we

looked at. It was very difficult and
lots of disagreement,” Dr. Foley said.

Residents in attendance posed ques-
tions and suggestions.

Jill Brown, a member of CACE,
opposed the report recommendations.
She stated her solution, one that was
not taken up by the committee.

“First, I propose a solution that would
encompass both the intermediate and
the elementary space needs. I feel this
solution would address long-term
space issues and allow for Westfield to
provide the type of education that we
value as so important,” she said. “My
proposal is to create a fifth-grade an-
nex at each intermediate school. The
pros for this solution are plentiful.
Elementary rooms would be made
available by removing fifth graders
from each elementary school.”

She said that her proposal has a num-

ber of positive outcomes, including low
class size, a guarantee that every kin-
dergarten through fourth-grade child
would attend a neighborhood school
and space for special education, art,
and music programs. Under her pro-
posal there would be no redistricting.

“We would need to go for a higher
bond and possibly have to add one
more bus; however, we would be solv-
ing all of the enrollment problems for
both elementary and middle schools,”
she said.

Ms. Brown gave no cost estimates
for her proposal.

Dr. Foley said that he was not able
to respond to her suggestion, but
wanted further details and would look
into her ideas.

A survey asking for feedback on
the findings of the CACE report was
distributed to the public and is avail-
able on the district’s website
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

Echausse Introduces $3.7-
Mil.-Plus Capital Budget
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday’s coun-
cil conference session, Finance Policy
Committee Chairman Peter Echausse
introduced the 2006 capital budget. The
council reached a majority consensus
and will conduct its first reading of the
capital budget at next week’s public
session, at which time a second reading
of the operating budget also will occur.

The 2006 capital budget totals more
than $3.7 million. Besides money
budgeted for Department of Public
Works projects, the largest capital
impact comes from implementation
of a $600,000 downtown plan. In
addition, the police department will
undergo a $328,660 overhaul of its
911 center, while the Westfield Me-
morial Library completes $150,000
of interior renovations.

 Town Administrator Jim Gildea
told The Westfield Leader that “the
total aggregate capital budget will
decrease from more than $4.3 million
in 2005 year to $3.7 million this year.”
He said last year’s initial capital bud-
get of $2.5 million was expanded
$1.8 million for recreation projects at

Houlihan, Sid Fay and Tamaques
Park, in addition to $340,000 in park-
ing lot improvements to Parking Lot
3.

“We tried to work with entities that
had their own taxing authority, spe-
cifically the library and the DWC, in
which we are either doing a 50/50
joint venture, and, in the case of the
library, we have asked them to put up
a lot of their fund balance to pay for
this portion of the renovation,” Coun-
cilman Echausse said.

Mr. Gildea said the library has a
“major renovation schedule for 2007.”
In addition to new carpeting, Mr.
Gildea explained that the entrance
area would be re-done, and the down-
stairs area made “more child-friendly
and teen-friendly.”

He said the payment would resemble
a loan. “They (the library) will repay
us. They’ve agreed to pay back $25,000
a year for six years, which would go
towards debt service.”

Renovation of the 911 center was
requested last year and deferred to
this year. “We are not in compliance
downstairs with state code and have

Vehicular Accident
Snarls Traffic

WESTFIELD – Traffic was snarled
in Westfield for approximately three
hours Wednesday morning. Authori-
ties closed Central Avenue at the rail-
road underpass due to a vehicular
accident.

One of the vehicles involved in the
accident contained pesticides that
leaked on the ground. Union County
HAZMAT personnel, Westfield po-
lice and firefighters responded to the
scene for cleanup.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Publisher’s Note
This edition of The Westfield

Leader has been mailed to every
household and business in
Westfield, as well as to our sub-
scribers in other towns. Our 34th
annual edition of This Is Westfield
is included here and in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The winners of the Bernard
Heeney Creative Writing Contest
and their works are included in
This Is Westfield and continued
on page 10 herein. Congratula-
tions to the winners, and to the
several dozen contestants as well.

On page 11, please see part one
of the great writing of Brooks
Crandall titled, Scotch Plains
Revolution and Evolution, What
was it like in Colonial Era? The
remainder of this four-part series
will be published in subsequent
editions of this newspaper.

We use this opportunity to
present ourselves to those of you
who are not subscribers. Please
join us. www.goleader.com/sub-
scribe.

Horace Corbin, Publisher

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EASY DOES IT…Workers carefully remove the spire atop of the Westfield Fire Headquarters last Friday after painters
reported safety concerns.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FLY-BY...Helicopters on manuevers last Saturday caused curiosity, phone calls
and a stir as they make several passes over Scotch Plains and Westfield.

SPRUCED UP...Rich Edge and Sherry Cronin of the Friends of Mindowaskin
Park with Evan Cronin two weeks ago revitalize one of the many mahogany and
iron benches enjoyed in the Westfield park.

POLICE BLOTTER

Harrison Avenue) showed up to ex-
press their displeasure at the
Burfields’ proposed addition – a sec-
ond- and third-floor structure. Ms.
Hanson, their next-door neighbor,
said that it would infringe on privacy,
creating a “dark tunnel” that blocked
off light and give her family a view
“of a wall, as if in New York City.”

Mr. Hanson measured the distance
between other houses in the neighbor-
hood. Of the 75 houses he measured,
Mr. Hanson said that “there was no
distance less than 18 feet separating
two- and three-story buildings” any-
where in the area. The Burfields’ addi-
tion would leave a space of only 12
feet between their home and the
Hansons’ residence.

Another neighbor said that granting
the proposal would “set a very danger-
ous precedent of privacy invasion.”

After hearing these protests, the board
decided that the proposed structure is
“not in keeping with what we’re trying
to accomplish for the town.” The
Burfields withdrew their application.

The next board of adjustment meet-
ing will be held on Monday, June 12.

Westfield
Monday, May 1, Tommy

Figueroa, 35, of Reading, Pa. was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at North Avenue and Tuttle Park-
way on an outstanding $500 traffic
warrant issued by the Wayne Mu-
nicipal Court. He was released after
posting bail.

Monday, May 1, Michael Macalle,
39, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding $76 Woodbridge traffic
warrant during a motor vehicle stop
at South and Westfield Avenues. He
was released after posting bail.

Monday, May 1, Suzanne Parisi,
54, of Westfield was arrested in the
100 block of Hazel Avenue and
charged with aggravated assault on a
police officer. Parisi allegedly slapped
the officer in the face when he at-
tempted to stop her from entering her
home during the investigation of a
disturbance there. The officer was
not injured. Parisi was released on
her own recognizance.

Tuesday, May 2, Jennifer Wilds,
37, of Westfield was arrested at First
Street and Westfield Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). She later was released
to a responsible individual.

Wednesday, May 3, David But-
ler, 19, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue, West on two out-
standing South Plainfield traffic
warrants with a total of $778.20
bail. He was turned over to South
Plainfield authorities.

Thursday, May 4, Joseph Pisano,
43, of Clark was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle
stop at Mountain Avenue and North
Chestnut Street. He also was arrested
on an outstanding Montclair traffic
warrant with $36 bail. Pisano posted
bail and was released to a responsible
individual.

Thursday, May 4, Eric Rockmore,
35, of Westfield posted $89 bail at
Westfield police headquarters on a
traffic warrant issued by the Edison
Municipal Court.

Thursday, May 4, Silvia Mejias-
Ruiz, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding North Hunterdon
traffic warrant with $114 bail fol-
lowing an investigation at
Brightwood Park. She posted bail
and was released.

Friday, May 5, Inez Martinez, 46,
of Elizabeth was arrested at the New-
ark Police Department on the strength
of an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant with $500 bail. Martinez was
held pending posting of bail.

Saturday, May 6, Ryjon Burke, 33,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and driving
with a revoked license following the
investigation of a motor vehicle acci-
dent at Central Avenue and Sycamore
Street. No injuries were reported.
Burke was released on his own recog-
nizance with summonses.

Sunday, May 7, Harjit Bawa, 55, of
Kenilworth was arrested in the 300
block of North Scotch Plains Avenue
on two criminal warrants from
Westfield, with bail amounts of $133
and $87; a criminal warrant from
Cranford, with bail set at $500, and a
no-bail Union County Sheriff’s De-
partment warrant. He was turned over
to the sheriff’s department.

Scotch Plains
Monday, May 1, a resident of

Church Street reported that someone
broke a window in his house.

Tuesday, May 2, a resident of Can-
terbury Drive reported that someone
scratched the side of his car, which
was parked in front of his house.

Wednesday, May 3, a resident of
Longfellow Avenue reported that some-
one entered her vehicle, which was
parked in front of her house. Cash and

credit cards were reported missing.
Saturday, May 6, a resident of

Union Avenue reported that she has
been receiving numerous phone calls
at all hours of the night by an unkown
caller.

Saturday, May 6, Rasheedah Heard,
25, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of Newark
for a motor vehicle violation.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 2, James Robinson,

27, of Rahway was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Maxson Place, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, May 3, Jobina Smith,
30, of Roselle was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
at Hetfield Avenue, which revealed
outstanding warrants.

Thursday, May 4, Wendy Williams,
35, of Plainfield was arrested for out-
standing warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, May 4, Lesley Cora, 35,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Av-
enue and Beech Street for outstand-
ing warrants.

Saturday, May 6, Kenneth Boger,
23, of Westfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue at Hetfield Avenue for out-
standing warrants.

Saturday, May 6, Rasheen Smith,
24, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Terrill Road. Smith was
also arrested and charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) after a subsequent
search.

Sunday, May 7, Michael Toton, 29,
of Kenilworth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue and Pleasant Avenue revealed
outstanding warrants. Valerie Pautler,
34, of Kenilworth, a passenger in the
vehicle, was also arrested for out-
standing warrants.

Monday, May 8, Sandanna Jones,
36, of Bloomfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
Stewart Place.

Monday, May 8, Antione Steed, 27,
of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Monday, May 8, Lamont Booker,
23, of Plainfield was arrested for out-
standing warrants following a field
investigation.

Tuesday, May 9, Antwine Shell,
23, of Rahway was arrested on out-
standing warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Tuesday, May 9, Dione Spencer,
29, of Piscataway was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Terrill Road, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Thursday, May 4, Ajan Fox, 24, of

Orange was stopped on Route 22 for
displaying passenger plates on a com-
mercial vehicle and was subsequently
arrested and charged with driving with
a suspended license. Police said the
vehicle was also unregistered and
uninsured.

Thursday, May 4, Reginald Vazquez
28, of Easton, Pa., was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for out-
standing warrants.

Friday, May 5, Derrick Barnes, 49,
of Newark was picked up at the Harrison
Police Department for outstanding
warrants in the amount of $330.

Friday, May 5, Timothy Johnson,
35, of Newark was transported to
Mountainside police headquarters
from the Dunellen Police Department
and charged with contempt of court
for an outstanding warrant for $292.

Saturday, May 6, Ivan Vallejo, 25,
of Plainfield was stopped on Route
22 for speeding and failure to main-
tain a lane and was arrested and
charged for driving while intoxicated
(DWI).

Saturday, May 6, Arthur LLoyd,
46, of Rahway was stopped on Mary
Allen Lane for obstruction of his front
windshield, namely an air freshener,
and arrested for driving with a sus-
pended drivers license. Police said
Lloyd could not provide a valid regis-
tration or insurance card for the ve-
hicle.

PRESIDENTIAL PEN & GIFTSPRESIDENTIAL PEN & GIFTSPRESIDENTIAL PEN & GIFTSPRESIDENTIAL PEN & GIFTSPRESIDENTIAL PEN & GIFTS
Under New OwnershipUnder New OwnershipUnder New OwnershipUnder New OwnershipUnder New Ownership

AURORA, EDGAR BEREBI,
BOSCA, BUDD, CONKLIN,
CROSS, FABER CASTELL,
FISHER, JACK GEORGES,
KRAMER SCULPTURES,
LAMY, LIBELLE,
MONT BLANC,

“Gifts For All Occasions”“Gifts For All Occasions”“Gifts For All Occasions”“Gifts For All Occasions”“Gifts For All Occasions”
“Corporate Gifts For All Milestones”“Corporate Gifts For All Milestones”“Corporate Gifts For All Milestones”“Corporate Gifts For All Milestones”“Corporate Gifts For All Milestones”

MONTEVERDE, OMAS,
PARKER, PELIKAN,
PILOT,
REED & BARTON,
RETRO 51, S.T. DUPONT,
TIZO, TUMI, VISCONTI,
WATERMAN, YAFA,
AND MANY MORE.

112 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

Phone: 908-317-9600

www.presidentialpen.com

Memorial Day isn’t about sales.

It’s about soldiers.

We will be closed Monday, May 29th to honor

the men and women who gave their

lives for our country.

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

908-322-7126

Students Play Mayor,
Garwood Council for a Day

By DAVE GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough officials
got an early look at some up-and-
coming competition Tuesday evening
as members of the Lincoln School
Student Council conducted the bor-
ough council meeting as part of “Stu-
dents in Government Day.”

The students introduced an ordi-
nance, heard committee reports and
fielded questions asked by the public.
Mayor Dennis McCarthy and council
members sat beside the students and
helped make things run smoothly.

Jessica Rusin, an eighth-grader and
student council president, played
Mayor McCarthy’s role. Seventh-
grader Patrick Murphy, student coun-
cil vice president, played the part of
Council President Kathleen Villaggio.
Eighth-graders Megan Fiasconaro and
Ryan Palmer, seventh-graders Sean
Courtney and Amanda Smith and sixth-
grader Garrett Montagne acted as
council members. Other Lincoln stu-
dents read repots and played roles as
chief of police, borough attorney and
superintendent of public works.

“They did very well, especially with
the questions,” said Kelly Dunn, stu-
dent council advisor for Lincoln
School. “Students have been partici-
pating in this event for a number of
years, but Tuesday was the first time
citizens have ever posed any ques-
tions to them.”

“I think we see the potential for

leadership with this group from Lin-
coln School,” said School Superin-
tendent William Murphy.

Mayor McCarthy presented the par-
ticipants with certificates and lapel
pins with Garwood’s seal.

In regular business, council mem-
bers heard the first reading of an
ordinance to adopt a redevelopment
plan for the expansion of the North
Avenue West Redevelopment Project.

“The ordinance would declare the
North Avenue property immediately
to the west of The Mattress Factory
(across from ShopRite) an area in
need of redevelopment,” Ms.
Villaggio said. “Such a declaration
would come at the recommendation
of the Garwood Planning Board.”

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said another ordinance to make Sec-
ond Avenue a one-way street west-
bound between Walnut Street and
Maple Street near Lincoln School is
ready to be sent to the Department of
Transportation for approval.

Following an April 25 hearing, the
2006 budget had to be amended due
to a miscalculation in pension pay-
ments, officials said. A public hear-
ing concerning the amendments will
be held on Tuesday, May 23 at 7:15
p.m. According to the council’s fi-
nance committee report, the amend-
ments will not affect the upcoming
municipal tax increase of $115 for
the average property assessed at
$100,000.

Leader/Times Announces
Summer Intern Program

Sixteen additional college and
high school students will partici-
pate in The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2006 summer internship program,
joining three interns returning from
last year.

Publisher Horace Corbin noted
that the size of this year’s program
is a record and the interest from
students has never been greater.

“Our past programs were suc-
cessful for the students and all oth-
ers involved. We pay them and they
perform – a great relationship,” Mr.
Corbin said.

The program features include:
journalism ethics, standards and re-
sponsibility, plus skill training in
operations, writing, photography,
graphic design, layout, communi-
cation and the Internet.

“With this many students, a ma-
trix will be used for scheduling.
Don Williams, a student at Davidson
and an intern for three years at the
newspaper, will administer this
phase with the support of our edi-
tors,” said Mr. Corbin. “The stu-
dents learn fast, do great work and
the readers enjoy their work.”

Veteran interns Cassie Lo of Holy
Cross and David Riggs of Boston
University will join Don. All will
enter their junior year this fall.

The new interns include: Katie
Newingham of Westfield, a fresh-
man political science major at Union
College in Schenectady, N.Y.;
Christina Hamway of
Mountainside, a junior journalism
magazine major at Boston Univer-

sity and Eric Smith of Elizabeth, a
senior English major at Kean Uni-
versity in Union.

High school students include: Sa-
rah Queller of Westfield, a Westfield
High School (WHS) junior who
copyedits and will be a tri-editor of
Hi’s Eye during the 2006-2007
school year; Celeb Zimmerman of
Fanwood, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) junior who
serves as news editor of the
Fanscotian and will be editor-in-
chief in 2006-2007; Rachel Leopold
of Westfield, a WHS senior and
current tri-editor of Hi’s Eye who is
heading to Columbia University in
the fall, and Carolyn DiProspero of
Fanwood, a senior at SPFHS and
op-ed editor at the Fanscotian. She
will attend The College of William
& Mary in the fall.

Other interns include Melissa
Loewinger of Scotch Plains, a junior
at the Pingry School in Martinsville
and assistant editor for The Pingry
Record; Daniella Regencia of
Westfield, a junior at WHS; Hal
Levy of Westfield, a junior at
Franklin Academy College Prepara-
tory in East Haddam, Conn.; Bryan
Krichilsky of Westfield, a junior at
the Union County Magnet High
School in Scotch Plains; Katherine
Mason Taylor of Westfield, a WHS
freshman involved in the peer-lead-
ership program; Kelsi Browning of
Westfield, a sophomore at WHS;
James Diddell of Westfield, a fresh-
man at Blair Academy in Blairstown,
and Bridget Cornwell of Scotch
Plains, a junior at SPFHS.

Building Dept.
Moves Night Hours
Effective Tuesday, May 16,

the Westfield Building Depart-
ment will hold evening hours on
Tuesday nights instead of
Wednesdays.

outdated equipment,” Mr. Gildea said.
The downtown improvement plan

is in the first phase of a six-year plan.
The plan originated from a 1996 study
that resulted in decorative crosswalks
placed near the PNC Bank and bi-
cycle racks, benches and brick pavers
installed adjacent to the Rialto The-
atre. “This downtown phase one plan,
like the library, (involves) an agree-
ment to split the cost,” Mr. Gildea
said.”

This particular phase will cover the
South Avenue corridor renovations
between the traffic circle and South
and Central Avenues. Improvements
will include sidewalk and lighting
enhancements and tree replacement
where necessary. Half of the total
$600,000 cost will be paid back to the
town through DWC surpluses and
yearly payments through the operat-
ing budget.

Councilman Echausse told The
Westfield Leader that two years ago, the
DWC approached the town and asked it
to fund an entire $3-million project up
front. The councilman said the DWC
has updated its plan on a “staggered
basis, which will give them a better
chance of getting grant monies.”

When asked if Westfield is obli-
gated to continue in the partnership
after phase one, the councilman said,
“That’s the beauty of phasing it in.
South Avenue needs the most atten-
tion. We believe it’s a good project to
start with a joint venture. There is a
willingness to continue the joint ven-
ture subject to annual review.”

“What drove this budget is the fact
that we have tax-supported entities
like the library and the DWC that we
believe should participate in a big
way in the improvements they’re re-
questing,” First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana said. “The surpluses they’ve
been allowed to build have been for a
rainy day. So we told them, ‘get out
the umbrella.’”

In other business, Mr. Gildea told
the council that Union County would
budget for a Central Avenue corridor
study – from East Broad Street to the
Clark border. The county will review
and upgrade all traffic signals along
Central Avenue in order to improve
safety.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, making sure the request
included a left-turn signal at the cor-
ner of South and Central Avenues,
said, “Hopefully, the folks over in the
county will get through their plan-
ning, budgeting and action stage to
(complete) some of the work they’ve
agreed to do that’s languished around.
It’s not like they’re building the Eiffel
Tower. It’s inexcusable that they
haven’t put a left-turn signal at South
and Central Avenues.”

In other town business, Sunrise
ShopRite Liquors of West Caldwell
has proposed to buy the Town and
Country liquor store license. Westfield
Beverage King, LLC, which is oper-
ated by Town & Country, presently
owns the license.

Town & Country will vacate its
premises and Sunrise will operate the
store after buying the complete in-
ventory, which is included in the sale.
The new business will be named
ShopRite Wines and Spirits, and also
will advertise under that name, as
well as Sunrise Sellers. The purchase
price is listed at $2.3 million.

Mr. Gildea informed the council
that the firehouse spire on top of the
tower was removed on Friday after-
noon due to safety reasons. “A painter
noticed that the spire had been lean-
ing and indicated to the chief that
wind could come by and knock off
the structure,” Mr. Gildea said. He
added that there was “no truth to the
rumor that this was being taken down
to make room for a cell tower.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Town Council
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WF BOA
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MS BOE
ministrative and supervisory person-
nel based on some salary increases.
Dr. O’Malley said the increases are
based on goals set forth in the begin-
ning of the school year and whether
or not those goals were accomplished.

Dr. O’Malley noted that there would
be early dismissal on Monday, May 15
for a “professional development” day.

The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, May 23 at 7:30 pm.
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THINKING GREEN...On April 28, Fanwood held its annual Arbor Day Program
in Carriage House Park. The Park Middle School Environmental Club treated
those in attendance to a thought-provoking game of Tree Trivia. The members of
the club asked several intriguing questions about trees which stumped the tree
experts on hand. The Environmental Club, under the tutelage of science teacher
Peggy Brown, meets weekly after school to work on various ecological issues. They
also potted 20 tree seedlings which were given out to the audience.

Courtesy of Greg Cummings
REDEVELOPMENT BEGINS...Work begins on the first project of Fanwood’s Downtown Redevelopment. Plans call for
the demolition of two buildings at Second and South Avenues. The buildings were previously occupied by M.I.P. Printing
and the Brass Works. Sanguiliano Enterprises is conducting the demolition and recycling the concrete, metal and wood. Ron
Marcovecchio, proprietor of the Fanwood Clipper, is developing the property, which will feature first-floor retail space and
two floors of apartments.

Zoning Board Denies
Deegan Roofing Relocation

SP Officials Vow to Consider
Mini-Golf Course Issues

FESTIVE OCCASION...The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club participated
in the 86th annual District 7510 Rotarian Conference at the Sagamore Hotel in
Lake George, N.Y. from April 28 to 30. During the conference, Andy Calamaras
of Fanwood, district governor of the F-SP club, was honored for the work he has
done this past year. Forty-four Rotary clubs participated in the conference.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After hear-
ing the concerns of neighborhood resi-
dents, the zoning board of adjustment
last week denied an application by
Deegan Roofing Co. to relocate part
of  its operation from Plainfield to a
Route 22 site that was formerly occu-
pied by a pool service company.

Deegan Roofing, which was seeking
parking variances for the property at
2006 Route 22, East, wanted to relocate
its office staff to the new site and use the
property as a limited staging area for
work crews in the morning.

Michael Deegan told the board that
the interior of the building, formerly
occupied by PM Pools, would be reno-
vated and that not as many commer-
cial vehicles would be parked on-site
as had been the case with PM Pools. In
addition, access to the property from
Valley Avenue would be closed off.

Brian Deegan told the board that
three or four trucks would be parked
on-site overnight and that he expected
workers and potential workers to
gather at the Route 22 site in the
morning before leaving for the job
sites. He said it was not uncommon
for individuals who were not regular
employees to show up in the morning
seeking day work.

Neighbors complained about the
condition of the property when PM
Pools was based there and about work-
ers parking their cars on Valley Avenue
and driving carelessly along their street,
where a number of children reside.

Joseph Barge, who lives on Valley
Avenue immediately behind the prop-
erty, listed numerous complaints
about the way PM Pools had main-
tained the property and said he was
concerned the same situation would
arise with Deegan Roofing. Other
Valley Avenue residents echoed Mr.
Barge’s comments.

Five of the seven board members
voted to deny the application, with
several expressing concern about day
laborers congregating at the site each
morning. Board member Chris Abeel
said he wondered about laborers who
might show up but be unsuccessful at
securing work for the day.

“We have no control of how quickly
they vacate the area,” he said.

Board member Jim Pate expressed
similar concerns, saying there was no
way to control how many potential
laborers might show up looking for
work each morning.

Board member Tim Livolsi agreed,
saying that using the site as a staging
area was “inappropriate” and that it
would be “too difficult to control.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP Council Adopts 2006 Budget;
Mayor Criticizes NJ Legislators

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday adopted a
$22 million municipal budget, with
Mayor Martin Marks taking a swipe
at state lawmakers past and present
for “playing us for suckers” by their
inaction on property tax reform.

A 4.5 percent increase in the mu-
nicipal portion of local property taxes
will fund the $1 million increase in
expenditures this year. Councilman
Frank Rossi said more than $930,000
of that increase was due to hikes in
various mandated costs, including
more than $240,000 in additional
pension contributions, an additional
$194,000 in fees to the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority, a $235,000
increase in group health insurance
premiums and an additional $121,700
in debt service.

Councilman Rossi called the bud-
get process, which has taken place
over the past four months, a “tremen-

dous balancing process” involving
taking care of the needs of township
residents without imposing on them
too onerous a tax burden. He said that
over the past 16 years, the municipal
portion of the property tax bill has
increased an average of $54 a year.

“I’d stack that record up against
other municipalities,” he said, calling
it “a reflection of the hard work” of
the administrative staff.

Mayor Marks noted that state aid to
Scotch Plains has been flat for the
past three years and that state assis-
tance over the past decade has in-
creased 0.8 percent annually. He said
that had aid from Trenton increased

in line with inflation over the past 10
years, it would have resulted in no tax
increase this year.

The mayor said he was “very frus-
trated that New Jersey still has the
dubious distinction of having the high-
est property taxes in the nation” and
that state legislators — past and
present, Republican and Democrat
— “have failed to act” to remedy the
situation. While he was initially opti-
mistic that property tax reform would
be at the top of the agenda of the new
administration in Trenton this year,
the mayor noted that Senate Presi-
dent Richard Codey has said he pre-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township of-
ficials are promising to take into ac-
count residents’ concerns about the
proposed mini-golf course at Scotch
Hills Country Club before proceeding
further with the facility’s development.

At a planning board meeting in early
April – after recreation officials had
reviewed details of the 18-hole course,
which will be situated on the triangu-
lar property at the corner of Jerusalem
Road and Plainfield Avenue – area
residents expressed concerns about
pedestrian and vehicular safety, in-
creased traffic and the effects of the
course on their property values.

“How many of you would want this
across from your home?” Plainfield
Avenue resident Bernard Johnson asked
recreation officials and board mem-
bers. He said the mini-golf course would
result in additional vehicular traffic and
more noise in general in the neighbor-
hood, adding that he was concerned
about pedestrian safety at the corner of
Jerusalem Road and Plainfield Avenue.

At the town council’s conference
meeting last week, Township Manager
Thomas Atkins said he had received

phone calls from neighbors expressing
similar worries, and he told the council
that local officials would “seriously
address” the concerns. “There are some
police, security and engineering issues”
to be looked at, he said.

In a memorandum to the council,
Assistant Township Attorney
Lawrence Woodruff listed eight spe-
cific issues that residents had raised at
the April 11 planning board hearing.
One was that a proposed three-foot-
deep detention basin at the edge of the
new course should be enclosed for
safety reasons. Others were that the
facilityshould  close at 10 p.m. and
that only security lighting be left on
overnight; that water drainage calcu-
lations should be reviewed, that there
should be adequate supervision on the
premises and that no music should be
played on any loudspeakers.

Another concern Mr. Woodruff listed
was the parking situation at the site.
Last month, multiple residents com-
plained that people using the golf course
often park on adjacent streets. A sev-
enth concern was that the recreation
department not “cross-schedule” events
at the country club to avoid overflow
parking problems and what Council-
woman Nancy Malool termed the prob-
lem of “people hanging around” at
night after the facility has closed.

Last month, Township Recreation
Director Ray Poerio assured residents
that “we will work diligently with the
police to ensure” that teenagers don’t
congregate in the neighborhood after
the mini-golf course closes

The plans call for the parking lot at
Scotch Hills to be expanded along
Jerusalem Road, adding 44 parking
spaces. Multiple residents also asked
that the speed limit on Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue be reduced to
lessen the chances of accidents.

The proposed mini-golf facility will
feature tree buffering along Plainfield
Avenue and will be fully enclosed by
fencing. Several light poles will illu-
minate the course at night. The project,
including the parking-lot expansion,
is expected to cost $525,000.

FW Council Honors Police;
Mayor Swears In Officer

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Shortly after
Mayor Colleen Mahr and Council-
man Jack Molenaar, who serves as
police commissioner, proclaimed
May 14 to 20 as National Police Week,
one new police officer was sworn in
and several others were honored for
their work. The action came at the
council’s regular meeting Tuesday
evening at Borough Hall.

The new officer, David Kotiga,
appeared in uniform and, with his
family and many fellow officers stand-
ing by, took his service oath.

Police Chief Donald Domanoski
said that Patrolman Kotiga is a Union
County native and New Orleans Uni-
versity graduate who decided to re-
turn to the area.

The chief said the new officer
“brings us up to full strength” after a
period of time when the borough was
operating shorthanded due to injuries
and medical leave, resulting in sig-
nificantly growing overtime expenses.

After his swearing in, Patrolman
Kotiga thanked the mayor, police chief
and other police officials. “I look
forward to many years of service,”
the new officer said. “Thank you for
this opportunity; I’m very grateful.”

Chief Domanoski presented a se-
ries of service awards.

Officer Phillip Ugone was awarded
the department’s Exceptional Duty
Medal in connection with an August
2005 traffic stop and resulting arrests
involving the occupants of a stolen
car and possible weapon.

Corporal Brandon Lorenz and Of-

ficer Robert Sanchez were presented
with Meritorious Service Medals for
their handling of a suspicious person
and vehicle on Glenwood Road in
May 2005. The incident resulted in
an arrest on numerous drug offenses
and resisting arrest.

Sergeant Thomas Jedic and Detec-
tive Eugene Chin were given letters
of commendation for a drug arrest
that also resulted in the discovery of
stolen checks.

Chief Domanoski presented a Unit
Citation in connection with an at-
tempted homicide in the borough last
August. Lieutenant Richard Trigo,
Sergeant Howard Jarvis, Sergeant
Thomas Jedic, Corporal Brandon
Lorenz, Detective Eugene Chin, Of-
ficer Phillip Ugone and Officer Gavin
Sheehan were collectively cited for
their treatment of the victim, investi-
gation of the crime scene and the
resulting arrest of the suspect within
four hours of the initial call.

“The borough can take pride that
they can rely on officers like these
men to handle the situation – no mat-
ter what it is,” said the chief.

Mayor Mahr said, “Fanwood is very
fortunate to have such a dedicated
group of men to protect our commu-
nity. The borough has worked hard to
develop a good working relationship
with the police department and the
community benefits as a whole.”

Chief Domanoski thanked the
mayor and council for their support
and pledged “we will continue to
provide the best service to this com-
munity.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Remember Mother's Day Sunday, May 14th

Parents Question Nutrition Policy;
Track Teams Push for Turf Field

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) listened to public presenta-
tions and concerns at the board’s Tues-
day night meeting regarding the
wellness and nutrition policy, a new
new tablet for teaching and a turf
sports field.

The celebration of school birth-
days without edible foods was a topic
of concern for many parents. The
wellness and nutrition policy required

by the state for the upcoming school
year takes into consideration restric-
tions on food for allergies and portion
control.

“This is a draft of our policy and is
not in final form,” BOE President
Thomas Russo said. “The soonest it
could be approved would be May
30.”

However, some Scotch Plains-
Fanwood parents are not happy about
the new policy, stating that they can-
not afford non-edible treats for birth-
days and it would also spark peer

pressure.
“You have parents who can’t afford

non-edible treats like glow sticks,”
said Margaret Ames, a Scotch Plains
resident. “Why can’t they just send
home a notice that children are hav-
ing treats so parents can modify their
children’s snacks?”

For parents like Lisa Germano, a
Scotch Plains resident, having
monthly birthday parties could be the
answer. “You can’t solve obesity by
taking away birthday treats. These
are children from grades K-4, and
you are taking something very spe-
cial away,” Ms. Germano said.

“I don’t think that not having ed-
ible treats takes away from a child’s
recognition or their birthday,” said
BOE member Craig Nowlin, “al-
though it is more expensive to supply
healthier or non-edible treats than to
grab a box of brownie mix.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) track teams, as well
as members of the Boosters, came out
to the BOE meeting to support Turf-
it, a Scotch Plains field-development
foundation that wants to renovate
Perry Tyson Field’s natural grass to a
turf field to enhance drainage and
lessen injuries. Field turf is an artifi-
cial surface made of monofilament
synthetic fibers that is filled with sand
and rubber. Turf is expected to last 10
to 15 years.

Turf-it representatives said the
project would also add proper drain-
age, a state-of-the-art track and a new
scoreboard. The current cost of the
project is estimated in between
$850,000 and $1,055,000. Turf-it
hopes to raise 25 percent of the funds
needed to fund the field and would
like the BOE to support a bond refer-
endum of $800,000 for the field. Turf-
it also said they will finance any reno-
vations to the field.

The stadium field, which was reno-
vated last year, does not have proper
drainage, causing sporting and band
competition events to be canceled
because of the field being torn up by
other sports on the field, explained
Anthony Giannaci, a Turf-it member.

“Many high schools like Westfield
have changed to field turf because it
is more economical,” Mr. Giannaci
said. According to Mr. Giannaci, stud-
ies show that there are lower rates of

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TURF-IT…James Alfano and Meaghan Kelly, seniors and captains of the boys’ and
girls’ track teams at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, make a presentation to
the Board of Education Tuesday night to turf Perry Tyson Field at the high school.

Publisher’s Note
In this edition on page 11, please

see Part One of the great writing of
Brooks Crandall titled, Scotch
Plains Revolution and Evolution,
What was it like in Colonial Era?
The remainder of the four-part se-
ries will be published in subse-
quent editions of this newspaper.
Our 34th annual edition of This Is
Westfield is included here also.

The winners and their works in
the Bernard Heeney Creative Writ-
ing Contest are included in This Is
Westfield and continued on page 10
herein. Congratulations, and to the
several dozen contestants as well.

To those of you who are not sub-
scribers, please join us.
www.goleader.com/subscribe

Horace Corbin, Publisher

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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FLY-BY...Helicopters on manuevers last Saturday caused curiosity, phone calls
and a stir as they make several passes over Scotch Plains and Westfield.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Monday, May 1, a resident of
Church Street reported that someone
broke a window in his house.

Tuesday, May 2, a resident of Can-
terbury Drive reported that someone
scratched the side of his car, which
was parked in front of his house.

Wednesday, May 3, a resident of
Longfellow Avenue reported that some-
one entered her vehicle, which was
parked in front of her house. Cash and
credit cards were reported missing.

Saturday, May 6, a resident of
Union Avenue reported that she has
been receiving numerous phone calls
at all hours of the night by an unkown
caller.

Saturday, May 6, Rasheedah Heard,
25, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of Newark
for a motor vehicle violation.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 2, James Robinson,

27, of Rahway was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Maxson Place, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, May 3, Jobina Smith,
30, of Roselle was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
at Hetfield Avenue, which revealed
outstanding warrants.

Thursday, May 4, Wendy Williams,
35, of Plainfield was arrested for out-
standing warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, May 4, Lesley Cora, 35,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Av-
enue and Beech Street for outstand-
ing warrants.

Saturday, May 6, Kenneth Boger,
23, of Westfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue at Hetfield Avenue for out-
standing warrants.

Saturday, May 6, Rasheen Smith,
24, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Terrill Road. Smith was
also arrested and charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) after a subsequent
search.

Sunday, May 7, Michael Toton, 29,
of Kenilworth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue and Pleasant Avenue revealed
outstanding warrants. Valerie Pautler,
34, of Kenilworth, a passenger in the
vehicle, was also arrested for out-
standing warrants.

Monday, May 8, Sandanna Jones,
36, of Bloomfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
Stewart Place.

Monday, May 8, Antione Steed, 27,
of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Monday, May 8, Lamont Booker,
23, of Plainfield was arrested for out-
standing warrants following a field
investigation.

Tuesday, May 9, Antwine Shell,
23, of Rahway was arrested on out-
standing warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Tuesday, May 9, Dione Spencer,
29, of Piscataway was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Terrill Road, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Thursday, May 4, Ajan Fox, 24, of

Orange was stopped on Route 22 for
displaying passenger plates on a com-
mercial vehicle and was subsequently
arrested and charged with driving with
a suspended license. Police said the
vehicle was also unregistered and un-
insured.

Thursday, May 4, Reginald Vazquez
28, of Easton, Pa., was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for out-
standing warrants.

Friday, May 5, Derrick Barnes, 49,
of Newark was picked up at the Harrison
Police Department for outstanding
warrants in the amount of $330.

Friday, May 5, Timothy Johnson,
35, of Newark was transported to

Mountainside police headquarters
from the Dunellen Police Department
and charged with contempt of court
for an outstanding warrant for $292.

Saturday, May 6, Ivan Vallejo, 25,
of Plainfield was stopped on Route
22 for speeding and failure to main-
tain a lane and was arrested and
charged for driving while intoxicated
(DWI).

Saturday, May 6, Arthur LLoyd, 46,
of Rahway was stopped on Mary Allen
Lane for obstruction of his front wind-
shield, namely an air freshener, and
arrested for driving with a suspended
drivers license. Police said Lloyd could
not provide a valid registration or in-
surance card for the vehicle.

Westfield
Monday, May 1, Tommy

Figueroa, 35, of Reading, Pa. was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at North Avenue and Tuttle Park-
way on an outstanding $500 traffic
warrant issued by the Wayne Mu-
nicipal Court. He was released after
posting bail.

Monday, May 1, Michael Macalle,
39, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding $76 Woodbridge traffic
warrant during a motor vehicle stop
at South and Westfield Avenues. He
was released after posting bail.

Monday, May 1, Suzanne Parisi, 54,
of Westfield was arrested in the 100
block of Hazel Avenue and charged
with aggravated assault on a police
officer. Parisi allegedly slapped the of-
ficer in the face when he attempted to
stop her from entering her home during
the investigation of a disturbance there.
The officer was not injured. Parisi was
released on her own recognizance.

Tuesday, May 2, Jennifer Wilds,
37, of Westfield was arrested at First
Street and Westfield Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). She later was released
to a responsible individual.

Wednesday, May 3, David But-
ler, 19, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue, West on two out-
standing South Plainfield traffic
warrants with a total of $778.20
bail. He was turned over to South
Plainfield authorities.

Thursday, May 4, Joseph Pisano,
43, of Clark was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle
stop at Mountain Avenue and North
Chestnut Street. He also was arrested
on an outstanding Montclair traffic
warrant with $36 bail. Pisano posted
bail and was released to a responsible
individual.

Thursday, May 4, Eric Rockmore,
35, of Westfield posted $89 bail at
Westfield police headquarters on a
traffic warrant issued by the Edison
Municipal Court.

Thursday, May 4, Silvia Mejias-
Ruiz, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding North Hunterdon
traffic warrant with $114 bail fol-
lowing an investigation at
Brightwood Park. She posted bail
and was released.

Friday, May 5, Inez Martinez, 46,
of Elizabeth was arrested at the New-
ark Police Department on the strength
of an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant with $500 bail. Martinez was
held pending posting of bail.

Saturday, May 6, Ryjon Burke, 33,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and driving
with a revoked license following the
investigation of a motor vehicle acci-
dent at Central Avenue and Sycamore
Street. No injuries were reported.
Burke was released on his own recog-
nizance with summonses.

Sunday, May 7, Harjit Bawa, 55, of
Kenilworth was arrested in the 300
block of North Scotch Plains Avenue
on two criminal warrants from
Westfield, with bail amounts of $133
and $87; a criminal warrant from
Cranford, with bail set at $500, and a
no-bail Union County Sheriff’s De-
partment warrant. He was turned over
to the sheriff’s department.

Leader/Times Announces
Summer Intern Program

Sixteen additional college and
high school students will partici-
pate in The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2006 summer internship program,
joining three interns returning from
last year.

Publisher Horace Corbin noted
that the size of this year’s program
is a record and the interest from
students has never been greater.

“Our past programs were suc-
cessful for the students and all oth-
ers involved. We pay them and they
perform – a great relationship,” Mr.
Corbin said.

The program features include:
journalism ethics, standards and re-
sponsibility, plus skill training in
operations, writing, photography,
graphic design, layout, communi-
cation and the Internet.

“With this many students, a ma-
trix will be used for scheduling.
Don Williams, a student at
Davidson and an intern for three
years at the newspaper, will ad-
minister this phase with the sup-
port of our editors,” said Mr.
Corbin. “The students learn fast,
do great work and the readers en-
joy their work.”

Veteran interns Cassie Lo of Holy
Cross and David Riggs of Boston
University will join Don. All will
enter their junior year this fall.

The new interns include: Katie
Newingham of Westfield, a fresh-
man political science major at Union
College in Schenectady, N.Y.;
Christina Hamway of
Mountainside, a junior journalism
magazine major at Boston Univer-

sity and Eric Smith of Elizabeth, a
senior English major at Kean Uni-
versity in Union.

High school students include: Sa-
rah Queller of Westfield, a Westfield
High School (WHS) junior who
copyedits and will be a tri-editor of
Hi’s Eye during the 2006-2007
school year; Celeb Zimmerman of
Fanwood, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) junior who
serves as news editor of the
Fanscotian and will be editor-in-
chief in 2006-2007; Rachel Leopold
of Westfield, a WHS senior and
current tri-editor of Hi’s Eye who is
heading to Columbia University in
the fall, and Carolyn DiProspero of
Fanwood, a senior at SPFHS and
op-ed editor at the Fanscotian. She
will attend The College of William
& Mary in the fall.

Other interns include Melissa
Loewinger of Scotch Plains, a jun-
ior at the Pingry School in
Martinsville and assistant editor for
The Pingry Record; Daniella
Regencia of Westfield, a junior at
WHS; Hal Levy of Westfield, a
junior at Franklin Academy Col-
lege Preparatory in East Haddam,
Conn.; Bryan Krichilsky of
Westfield, a junior at the Union
County Magnet High School in
Scotch Plains; Katherine Mason
Taylor of Westfield, a WHS fresh-
man involved in the peer-leader-
ship program; Kelsi Browning of
Westfield, a sophomore at WHS;
James Diddell of Westfield, a fresh-
man at Blair Academy in
Blairstown, and Bridget Cornwell
of Scotch Plains, a junior at SPFHS.

PRESIDENTIAL PEN & GIFTSPRESIDENTIAL PEN & GIFTSPRESIDENTIAL PEN & GIFTSPRESIDENTIAL PEN & GIFTSPRESIDENTIAL PEN & GIFTS
Under New OwnershipUnder New OwnershipUnder New OwnershipUnder New OwnershipUnder New Ownership

AURORA, EDGAR BEREBI,
BOSCA, BUDD, CONKLIN,
CROSS, FABER CASTELL,
FISHER, JACK GEORGES,
KRAMER SCULPTURES,
LAMY, LIBELLE,
MONT BLANC,

“Gifts For All Occasions”“Gifts For All Occasions”“Gifts For All Occasions”“Gifts For All Occasions”“Gifts For All Occasions”
“Corporate Gifts For All Milestones”“Corporate Gifts For All Milestones”“Corporate Gifts For All Milestones”“Corporate Gifts For All Milestones”“Corporate Gifts For All Milestones”

MONTEVERDE, OMAS,
PARKER, PELIKAN,
PILOT,
REED & BARTON,
RETRO 51, S.T. DUPONT,
TIZO, TUMI, VISCONTI,
WATERMAN, YAFA,
AND MANY MORE.

112 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

Phone: 908-317-9600

www.presidentialpen.com

Memorial Day isn’t about sales.

It’s about soldiers.

We will be closed Monday, May 29th to honor

the men and women who gave their

lives for our country.

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

908-322-7126

SPPD Seeks Candidates
For Jr. Police Academy

SCOTCH PLAINS-The Scotch
Plains Police Department will host its
First Annual Junior Police Academy
this summer from  Monday though
Friday, July 10 to 14 at the John H.
Stamler Police Academy located at
1776 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
The academy is now accepting appli-
cations from all Scotch Plains –
Fanwood middle school students be-
tween the ages of 12 and 14. The
deadline for applications is Thurs-
day, June 15.

The academy is taking candidates
on a first-come first serve basis and
limited to the first 40 applicants. There
will be a $50 registration fee. Planned
activities for the week include march-
ing, light physical activity, classroom
time, demonstrations from the Union
County Bomb Squad, SWAT Team,
and Mounted Police Unit, as well the
Union County Sheriff’s K-9 Unit. A
field trip to thecounty Crime Lab is
also scheduled. For information, con-
tact Sergeant Ernesto Hernandez at
(908) 322-7100, extension no. 104.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains
Council

fers to put off any consideration of
any reform proposals until after the
2007 state elections.

“With history to back me up, I’m
not confident that anything will hap-
pen,” Mayor Marks said.

He told a township resident on Tues-
day that “we need to take a hard look”
at how funding for special needs dis-
tricts is disbursed. He said there was
no doubt that some districts do de-
serve to be deemed as special needs
districts, but others, like Hoboken,
which has undergone an economic
transformation, might not qualify any
longer. The mayor said the state needs
to “reallocate that money in a more
fair way.”

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Marks issued a proclamation declar-
ing May as Rescue Squad Month.
Joanne Gurske of the rescue squad
said fundraising appeals had been
mailed out this week to all town resi-
dents and businesses and said the
squad was planning to purchase a
new ambulance to replace an aging
vehicle. The mayor pointed out that
the squad is “a purely volunteer orga-
nization” that receives no financial
support from the local government
and urged residents to be generous in
their donations.

Rich Duthie of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball League As-
sociation said the league will donate to
the rescue squad $1 for every homerun
hit this month by its players at Booth
Field.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
Honors Policemen

Also at Tuesday night’s meeting,
Councilman Joseph Higgins reported
that efforts are underway with the
recreation commission to develop rec-
ommendations for new fees for the
use of the facilities at Forest Road
and LaGrande parks.

“There’s a big demand for the use
of our facilities,” Councilman Higgins
said. “And with that comes a cost to
the borough. A new fee structure will
help offset the expense of cleaning
the facilities and other costs.”

The borough also has approved a

new stormwater control ordinance.
Councilwoman Donna Dolce asked
residents not to put leaves or branches
in the street until scheduled pick-up
days. The next brush pick-up will be
in June.

The council approved a resolution
aimed at encouraging state lawmak-
ers to take action on property tax
reform and hold a constitutional con-
vention on the issue. Councilman
Bruce Walsh urged residents to con-
tact their state legislators. “I don’t
think it (a convention) will happen
unless people ask for it.”

Mayor Mahr gave an update on
downtown redevelopment activity.
She said recent demolition of build-
ings on South Avenue and Second
Street “will soon give way to new
construction plans that will be re-
viewed” following lots of behind-
the-scenes work during the past two
years.

Mayor Mahr added that the Dean
Oil site on LaGrande Avenue would
finally be known as something else in
the near future, as the Station Square
at Fanwood townhouse development
gets underway. “We are on the cusp of
an exciting time here,” the mayor said. Traffic Snarl Occurs

Wednesday in Westfield
WESTFIELD – Traffic was snarled

in Westfield for approximately three
hours Wednesday morning. Authori-
ties closed Central Avenue at the rail-
road underpass due to a vehicular
accident.

One of the vehicles involved in the
accident contained pesticides that
leaked on the ground. Union County
HAZMAT personnel, Westfield po-
lice and firefighters responded to the
scene for cleanup.

injuries with turf fields, so the district
would save on insurance costs.

The field is badly in need of an
upgrade even after renovations last
year, said SPFHS senior Meaghan
Kelly, captain of the track team. Kelly
said she would like the field to be
installed in the summer of 2007. “I
sustained a severe ankle injury from
that track,” she said.

“The concept is a good idea and we
need to research finances and the
facilities,” Mr. Russo said.

Dr. Chris Hanas, a math teacher at
SPFHS, conducted a demonstration on
a new tool to help teachers in the class-
rooms. A tablet personal computer was
introduced this year into the teacher’s
10th-and 11th-grade math courses. Dr.
Hanas said the personal computer en-
hances his teaching because he can
demonstrate to the class how to use the
calculator and figure out equations us-
ing the computer and projecting the
image on a screen.

“Being able to save everything is

helpful and I plan on setting up a
website for next year for the students
who may miss a class,” Dr. Hanas said.
The computer also allows him to take
attendance online and save the work
conducted in class. SPFHS received a
grant for $5,000 from Broadcom for
the computers. Each computer costs
$1,680. Dr. Hanas said the device could
conceivably be used in any classroom.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPF- Board of Education

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EASY DOES IT…Workers carefully remove the spire atop of the Westfield Fire
Headquarters last Friday after painters reported safety concerns.
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Firm to Be Hired to Install
County High-Speed Network

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholder board is to vote tonight to
award a half-million-dollar contract
to Elizabeth-based 4Connections for
installation of a high-speed fiber-op-
tic network for county operations.

According to Kathleen Villaggio of
the county’s Division of Information
Technologies, Department of Economic
Development, nine miles of fiber-optic
cable will be installed from Elizabeth
to Berkeley Heights, including Union
County College (UCC) campuses in
Elizabeth, Cranford and Plainfield, the
Ralph G. Froehlich Public Safety Build-
ing in Westfield, Public Works and
Engineering Department building in
Scotch Plains, Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights, Park
Madison Building in Plainfield and the
county administration building.

Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said that the town council ap-
proved a resolution giving 4Connec-
tions a “utility easement” to utilize the
town’s public right-of-way. At a coun-
cil meeting in January, 4Connections
officials were not well received after
they failed to answer specific ques-
tions and indicated they did not need
the town’s permission to proceed.

“He (4Connections representative)
went in there like a bull in a china
closet,” County Department of Eco-
nomic Development Director Al
Faella told The Leader and The Times.
“He has been told that is not the way
we (Union County) do business.”

The freeholders will vote tonight to
authorize two contracts to 4Connec-
tions. The first will provide installation
and maintenance of a fiber-optic net-
work for $500,000. The contract in-
cludes an additional 36-month contract
at $2,000 per month for maintenance.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon ques-
tioned the added expense. Mr. Faella
said the contract itself requires round
the clock maintenance to ensure the
network is online. However, the added
expense is in case a vehicle strikes a
utility pole, causing damage to the cable.

The second resolution authorizes an
intergovernmental agreement between
the county and UCC to install the
fiber-optic network. In lieu of the
county funding the college’s network,
UCC will supply the county with 15
megabytes of Internet access at no
cost. UCC will be responsible for its
annual maintenance costs.

When asked whether the county had
sought requests for proposal (RFPs),
County Manager George Devanney
said the county was not required to do
so because 4Connections is a utility

company. The Board of Public Utili-
ties (BPU) regulates the firm.

The board will vote to authorize spend-
ing $150,000 to fund the adult diploma
program at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools. Director of
Human Services Frank Guzzo said fund-
ing from the state has “dried up.”

“If the board did not commit this
money, there are 125 adults in the pro-
gram that would not be able to receive
their high school diplomas in August,”
Mr. Guzzo said. He said a committee is
being set up to look a long-term solu-
tion to fund the program.

“We don’t hold out a lot of hope
that state funding will be available,”
Mr. Devanney said.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said county officials met with
representatives of GeesePeace last week
concerning the county’s geese-man-
agement program for county parks. A
resident urged the board at several meet-
ings to work with the company to de-
velop non-lethal methods for reducing
the Canadian geese population.

Resolutions discussed last Thurs-
day and expected to be approved to-
night include a $378,410 contract with
Royal Printing Service of West New
York to print sample primary, general
election ballots for 269,000 registered
voters in the county and a $26,000
contract with Full Service Mailers of
Garfield to mail the ballots.

The board’s May 25 meeting has
been cancelled. The public hearing and
board vote to adopt the 2006 county
budget will be held on Thursday, June
8 at the County Administration Build-
ing in Elizabeth in the freeholders’ meet-
ing room on the sixth floor at 7 p.m.

Tonight’s meeting will be held at
the Park Madison Building, 200 West
2nd Street, Plainfield at 7 p.m.

233033

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

• HEADACHES • NECK PAIN

• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

On Thursday, April 13, a group of highly
trained law enforcement agents from the
Union County Emergency Response Team
(UCERT) assembled at the Houdaille
Quarry in Springfield. The team was there
to demonstrate its skills in action. I would
like to share with you how UCERT and
other countywide resources work to pro-
tect our families, friends and neighbors.

Over the past dozen years, the free-
holder board has dedicated itself to im-
proving Union County’s ability to protect
the public welfare. Our new public safety
building in Westfield is fully upgraded
with state-of-the-art communications and
emergency response equipment. It houses
the newly-reorganized Union County
Local Information Network and Commu-
nication System, which enables health
and emergency responders to address
public health threats more efficiently.

We have also established a Union
County Division of Homeland Security.
Its task is to coordinate with state and
federal emergency responders. It was put
to the test when Union County played a
central role in TOPOFF 3, last year’s
massive emergency response drill that
involved three states and 10,000 officials
at all levels of government.

UCERT was created in 1993 in recog-
nition that our local police departments
needed more resources to cope with ex-
traordinary threats to public safety. It has
emerged to become the premier special-
ized tactical team in New Jersey.

UCERT draws on the skills of law en-
forcement officers countywide, from all
21 municipal police departments and the
county police, sheriff’s office, prosecutor’s
office, and other law enforcement agen-
cies. It also includes a tactical medic sup-
port group and a trauma surgeon.

Early on, a SWAT team was added,
enabling UCERT to respond more effec-
tively to an increasing number of situa-
tions involving hostages, barricaded sus-
pects and hostile warrants.

A more recent addition to UCERT is
the rapid deployment team. Linked with
similar teams from nearby counties, it
forms a regional pool of hundreds of
highly-trained law enforcement agents
who can respond quickly when danger
threatens anywhere in our area.

UCERT’s reputation has made it a
source of guidance for other emergency
response teams. It played a strong role in
the national response to Hurricane Katrina,
when it maintained the largest and long-
est-serving deployment from New Jer-
sey. With county-wide support, UCERT
supplied its own food and shelter while
providing desperately needed help.

The team constantly hones its abilities

County Emergency Team
Protects Families

and equipment. Each officer receives al-
most 100 hours of specialized training ev-
ery year, with SWAT team members re-
ceiving twice that. UCERT has also been
selected for enhanced training from federal
agencies, and a new “CBRNE” vehicle has
improved UCERT’s ability to respond to
situations involving a wide range of hazard-
ous materials and explosives.

The Houdaille Quarry demonstration
is a reminder of how far we’ve come in
ensuring that Union County families are
well served by our emergency respond-
ers. The individual officers of UCERT
are highly engaged and dedicated to a
career of protecting others. They deserve
the fullest support and resources that our
community can provide.

WELCOME...Attending the recent grand opening of Washington Mutual (WM)
at 184 Elm Street in Westfield are (left to right): Scott Bridgeman, Lilly Nascimento,
WM Manager Gerald Foley III, Asm. Eric Munoz, Chairman of Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) David Martone, DWC Board member Diane
Barabas, Councilwoman Vickie Kimmins, Councilman Mark Ciarocca, Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce Director (WACC) Naomi McElynn, Erica Handy of
WM, Steve Fay of WM, and Hans Winberg of WACC.

Four Candidates File for
Garwood Borough Council

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Candidates for the
fall mayor and borough council elec-
tions have filed their nominating peti-
tions with the borough clerk.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy is running
unopposed for a four-year term. Mayor
McCarthy has been involved in the
local government since 1987, and has
been mayor since 2002.

A Garwood resident for 50 years, he
has been in the borough’s First Aid
Squad and Knights of Columbus.

“In the next year, I’d like to continue
the redevelopment of the community,”
he said. “The most difficult issue will
be the street projects. Although we
want to continue to improve the com-
munity, I hope that the dollars don’t
dry up.”

Candidates for council are Demo-
crats Keith Sluka and Council Presi-
dent Kathleen Villaggio. They will
face Republicans James Matheson and
Dennis Clark in November.

Mr. Sluka has been a resident of
Garwood for the past nine years. He
served as Recreation Department
Chairman for the past four years, is
involved with the Education Founda-
tion that raises money for the schools,
and coaches little league and soccer.

“I represent the people of Garwood
with children,” Mr. Sluka said. “This
is a small town, with phenomenal
schools and a tight community.

Councilwoman Villaggio, a 25-year
borough resident, has served on the
council since 2000. She has served on
the Union County Development Block

Grant Committee, The Education
Foundation of Garwood, and this year
is chairwoman of the council’s finance
committee. She has been involved in
government since 1977, and is em-
ployed with the Union County De-
partment of Economic Development.

“I want to continue the progress we
have been making for the develop-
ment, and improve the quality of life
here,” Councilwoman Villaggio said.
Initiatives Ms. Villaggio wants to ad-
dress include recreation for seniors
and the town’s redevelopment.

Mr. Matheson, a 16-year resident of
Garwood with a career in the insur-
ance industry, said he wants to serve
on the council to bring more commu-
nity involvement and recreational pro-
grams into Garwood. Mr. Matheson
served six years on the Garwood Board
of Education, is a Scout Master for the
Garwood Boy Scouts, a basketball
coach for the recreation department,
and has also been involved in the
borough’s little league program.

“In a small town like this, you can
get things accomplished,” Mr.
Matheson said. “We are already in-
volved in projects that are transform-
ing this town into a better community,
and I want to be a part of it.”

Mr. Clark, a 20-year resident of
Garwood, is a Vietnam veteran and is
involved with the New Jersey State
Veterans Foundation. He has also vol-
unteered at the veterans’ hospital.

“I would like a fair and equitable
government and I would like to ad-
dress property taxes and local ser-
vices,” he said.

DWC Provides Update
On New Businesses

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) wel-
comes the following exciting new busi-
nesses to the Westfield’s shopping, din-
ing, and service district:

Pet boutique Paw House of Westfield
will open soon at 217 Elmer Street.

Just Bead Yourself, unique jewelry
made by you, has opened at 254 East
Broad St in the Rialto Theater building.

What A Dog Wants, a boutique for
pets, opened at 335 West Broad Street.

Citibank will be opening a new branch
soon at 240 North Avenue W.

Kiehl’s Since 1851, an old-fashioned
apothecary style store for skin and hair
care, recently opened its only free-stand-
ing store in NJ at 132 E. Broad Street.

Splash of Thai opened at 321 South
Avenue W.

Café Mannino, offering pastry,
espresso, panini and gelato, will be
opening soon at 401 South Avenue W.

Eileen Fisher opened at 9 Elm Street
and, working with the DWC Design
Committee, completed a historic resto-
ration of the store, including the facade,
tin ceilings, and original wood floors.

Washington Mutual Bank recently
opened at 184 Elm Street.

Presidential Pen & Gifts, 112 Cen-
tral Avenue, is under new ownership,
and has expanded their product line.

Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse + Bistro will
open soon at 20 Prospect Street.

The DWC, formed in 1996, is the
management entity of the Special Im-
provement District. For more informa-
tion, please see westfieldtoday.com.

25th Anniversary Sale

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

Visit us and discover why families trust us and our
products for their first child to their last.

0% Financing

Now Available

Ask About Our

Baby Expo at

The Short Hills

Hilton,

 May 18th

What if you could stop a
stroke from happening?
It’s part of the advanced neuroscience 
technology at Overlook.
At Overlook Hospital, we don’t just treat neurological disorders.
We help prevent them from even happening. Like our revolutionary
procedure that uses a tiny coil of wire to treat a brain aneurysm
and prevent a possible stroke.  We also have one of the leading
Epilepsy Centers in New Jersey, with a staff that has extensive
training and experience in treating and managing epilepsy, utilizing
PET/CT scanning technology to quickly pinpoint the location of a
seizure onset.  Our Spine Program offers patients with complex
spinal disorders and injuries the latest in clinical capabilities, 
including diagnostic imaging, minimally invasive and image guided
surgery, and spine stimulation treatment options.  It’s all part of
the wide range of specialized treatments at our Neuroscience
Institute, with more neurosurgeons and neuroradiologists than
most hospitals in the state.  At Overlook,you have the best brains
in the business, looking after yours.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

A member of

Senator Lance to Speak
To Business Leaders

AREA – Leonard Lance (LD-23),
Republican leader in the State Senate,
will speak at the Wednesday, May 17
breakfast meeting of the Union County
Employer Legislative Committee.

The meeting will be held at The
Galloping Hill Inn, located at 325
Chestnut Street in Union. Networking
will begin at 8 a.m. with a full buffet
breakfast served from 8:30 to 10 a.m.

Senator Lance is a Senate Budget and
Appropriations committee member. He
will discuss legislative issues in Trenton.

The cost of the program is $20.
Checks should be made payable to:
Union County ELC c/o Organization
Resources, 34 Ridgedale Avenue,
Summit, NJ 07901.
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BANDSTAND…Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Friends
of Mindowaskin President Debby Burslem and Friends Past President Nancy
Priest discuss the private-public partnership at the Westfield park for renovating
the bandstand. The Friends will be adding to the funds already appropriated by
the town — the second endeavor of this nature.

Parade Committee Seeks
Veterans of War on Terror

SCOTCH PLAINS — Memorial
Day pays tribute to American mili-
tary personnel of all wars who made
the ultimate sacrifice by giving their
lives in service to their country. The
2006 Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memo-
rial Day Parade will be held on Mon-
day, May 29.

The theme for this year’s parade is
“Support Our Troops – A Salute To
Those Who Serve.” The parade will
recognize the dedication, commitment
and sacrifices of the men and women
of the Armed Forces of the United
States who have served and continue
to serve in the defense of America in
the War on Terror.

All Scotch Plains and Fanwood
veterans who were in military service
from 1990 through to the present will
be honored at the parade. This in-

cludes those currently serving on ac-
tive duty. The Parade Committee in-
vites all township and borough resi-
dents who were, or are still members
of the military during this era to par-
ticipate in the 2006 parade. The invi-
tation is extended to all veterans of
this period regardless of duty station.
This includes stateside, overseas, and
combat assignments.

Those veterans who are interested
in joining their fellow comrades from
the War on Terror should register
with the Parade Committee by con-
tacting Toni Rollis at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building at (908) 322-
6700, ext. 314. These veterans will
march as a group along the parade
route to receive the community’s
“thank you” in recognition of their
service to America.

Beach Boys Author to
Appear at MS Library

MOUNTAINSIDE — Author, pro-
ducer, and music historian Chuck
Granata returns to the Mountainside
Public Library, Tuesday, May 25 at 7
p.m. to kick off the summer with his
musical presentation, “Behind the mu-
sic of the Beach Boys.” Mr. Granata
is the author of Wouldn’t It Be Nice:
Brian Wilson and the Making of the
Beach Boys’ Pet Sounds.

From conception and composition,
to arrangement and production, Pet
Sounds changed the face of American
popular music. Brian Wilson’s prodi-
gious talent, his ability to turn his back
on the protest songs and folk-rock of
his contemporaries, and even the bright
surf sound of his own creation allowed
him to reach deep within himself to
make music that struck an emotional
chord and touched people’s souls.

Wilson’s ability to embrace the rap-

idly advancing recording technology
of the 1960s and to expertly blend rock
‘n’ roll, rhythm and blues, and jazz
sounds with velvety harmonies and
sensitive melodies to create a brand-
new studio sound will be discussed.

Mr. Granata is also the multi-tal-
ented producer and director of Frank
Sinatra’s Columbia recordings, and is
currently at work on a book about leg-
endary record producer Phil Ramone.

To quote Nancy Sinatra, “Chuck
Granata is a fountain of information.”

Don’t miss this opportunity to share
in his musical insights. The Friends of
the Mountainside Public Library are
sponsoring this program, which is free
and open to all. To reserve a seat, please
call (908) 233-0115 to register, or visit
the Mountainside Public Library, Con-
stitution Plaza, Mountainside during
regular library hours.

By Patricia Quattrocchi, Candidate for Freeholder

Give the Open Space
Trust Fund a Rest

County Unveils Emergency
Radio System For Schools

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD  – The county unveiled
a new emergency radio communica-
tions system for schools to reach local
police and county emergency services
in the event phone lines are down.
Officials described the system as an
additional layer of communications.

A $1.7 million Homeland Security
grant the county received last year will
fund the purchase of the radios, valued
at $1,000 apiece. Each participating
district will receive one radio per school
– both public and private. The county
has estimated the cost of the program
at $235,000. Additional radios are
available for schools to purchase, with
the county providing free training and
programming of the radios, including
lessons in “plain speak” in compliance
with the National Incident Manage-
ment System (NIMS). Local police
dispatchers will be able to monitor
their schools through the radio fre-
quency.

Officials said the radios could be
used in daytime emergencies or a large-
scale domestic or international terror-
ist incident, or an active shooter, hos-
tage or barricaded suspect situation
when phone lines may be inactive.

“We started with the smaller schools
first; school districts like Garwood and
Winfield so that we could get a handle
for any things that came up. So far we
haven’t seen any. It’s just a matter of
protocols being established,” said Steve
Thorpe, Supervising Communications
Technician with the Union County Di-
vision Information Technologies, Data
Processing and Telecommunications.

He said there would be a written
protocol on how the radios are to be
used. He described the 800-megahertz
system as a trunk radio system with
five channels that “maximizes spec-
trum efficiency by sharing those chan-
nels among all the users.”

“The primary link will be between
the schools and their town police de-
partments so if conventional means of
communication fails, such as tele-

phones, they still have a means of
communication,” Mr. Thorpe said.
“This is the first time it has been used
in a school environment.”

The radios will enable “instant com-
munication” between schools and their
local police departments and the Union
County Police Department. Schools
will also be able to utilize Countywide,
a talk group channel that enables inter-
action between agencies including the
county prosecutor’s office, sheriff’s
office, county police and Office of
Emergency Management (OEM).

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella called the program a “pre-
ventative” and “pro-active” plan that
will ensure a speedy response by emer-
gency responders. “I think this is an-
other example of Union County being
ahead of the curve in the State of New
Jersey,” he said. He said the county was
the first county in the state to have
school safety surveys completed by
police departments and school districts.

Selena Carroll, a spokeswoman for
the county’s Division of Emergency
Management, said at Monday’s press
conference that all school superinten-
dents in the county have been invited
to order radios for their district.

A secretary in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Carol Choye’s office said the dis-
trict has received radios for its eight
schools. Westfield School District
spokesperson Lorre Korecky  said the
district has not been contacted by the
county but that officials “will look
into” the program.

Garwood Police Chief William Legg
said the radios, “could help in commu-
nications with our school in the event
that phone lines went down.” He added
that the borough is looking for funding
for a Reverse 9-1-1 system, whereby
residents can be notified of a borough
emergency. He hopes the system will
be in place by the end of the year.

County officials have not given a
timetable on distribution of the radios
and training of school staff. Smaller
districts will receive radios first.

Mayor McCarthy to
Hold Saturday Hours
GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor

Dennis J. McCarthy will hold his
monthly mayor’s Saturday hours from
10 to 11 a.m., this Saturday, May 13,
in the Garwood Municipal Building
at 403 South Avenue.

Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns they have, or
just to say hello and meet Mayor
McCarthy. For more information,
please call (908) 789-0710.

In March of 2000, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders held two
public hearings to evaluate public sup-
port for the formation of a park land
and open space trust fund. The estab-
lishment of such a fund would make
monies available so the county could
acquire open space acres, as well as
develop the county’s existing park sys-
tem. The trust fund would provide a
constant source of funding by assess-
ing one to three cents per $100 of
assessed property evaluation, totaling
$3.2 to $9.7 million annually.

Seventeen attendees spoke at the
meeting, including a councilperson
suggesting that the wording for the trust
should make it clear that the monies
only be used to acquire open space and
not immediately fund development. A
municipal planner felt that spending
should be concentrated along rivers
and green ways connecting what we
already had. Most speakers were in
favor of preserving open space for pas-
sive recreation instead of active pur-
suits such as baseball or soccer fields.

One of the first projects was a three-
story addition tripling the size of the
Trailside Nature and Science Center in
the Watchung Reservation, using at
least $2.5 million from the brand new
trust. Additional construction costs were
to come out of the county’s capital
budget. Meeting much vocal resistance
from county residents objecting to us-
ing open space funds to enlarge a build-
ing rather than acquire parkland, the
construction project still went forward.
Then Board Chairman Al Mirabella
was quoted in the Summit Herald, “We
tried to be very clear when we put it (the
referendum) out to the public.” County
manager Michael Lapolla explained in
The Westfield Leader, “The project was
included in the May 1999 Open Space
& Recreation Element of the Union
County Master Plan.” I confess I must
have lost my copy.

A county press release dated Aug.
25, 2000 promoting the trust fund
reads: “According to the resolution
passed by the Freeholder Board, the
countywide portion of the trust fund
would be used for: Acquisition of

land for conservation or recreation
purposes; development of land for
parks and recreational purposes;
maintenance of conservation or rec-
reational lands; and historic preser-
vation.” Please note that the press
release does not seem to talk about
“new brick and mortar projects.”

What started out publicized as an
effort to preserve open space in one of
the most built up and heavily populated
counties in N.J. soon evolved into the
Open Space Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund approved by
the voters in November 2000. By July
of 2003, after just two and a half years,
the freeholders had already almost
reached the goal they had set of acquir-
ing more than 90 acres of open space
over a 10-year period. Purchases have
included the Esposito Farm in Clark,
where they wanted to erect a children’s
museum, and the Ponderosa in Scotch
Plains, which was to be home to a
petting zoo complete with parking to
accommodate tour buses.

Now, the trust fund is being used to
help finance the purchase of the Union
County Arts Center in Rahway, with a
planned addition and major improve-
ments at a cost of $6 million to the
county. It has never been a secret that
the county’s investment in the UCAC is
the centerpiece of a $100 million revi-
talization for downtown Rahway, whose
mayor points to Newark’s NJPAC as an
example, but we all have recently heard
about what is going on there.

The Freeholders have done a com-
mendable job in accumulating acres
of potential parkland, but they have
also created a slush fund of sorts for
pet projects. Remember, though they
have cut the rate of the tax levy this
year to support the capital budget,
from 36 cents to 34 cents, the trust
fund is a separate tax onto it’s own
also based on property values.

At a recent “Mobile” Freeholder
meeting in Berkeley Heights, one mu-
nicipal committee member requested
that consideration be given to putting
the fund “to sleep” for a while in an
effort to provide some property tax
relief to the taxpayers. Chairman
Mirabella responded with a curt,
“won’t happen anytime soon.”

Patricia Quattrocchi, Glen Mortimer
and Diane Barabas, Republican candi-
dates for Freeholder, point out that,
“What you see is not always what you
get.” The voters believed the main thrust
of the fund would be to curb urban
sprawl and provide open fields, what
they got is bricks, mortar and blacktop
for which they will pay dearly for the
next 15 years, with no relief in sight.

For information, call us at (908)
789-0200 or visit
www.unioncountygop.org.

#1 Croix Du Mayne Cahors 2002
"Powerful, dense nose of dark plum, smoke and a hint of blackstrap, with

flavors to match. Robust, deeply colored and intense, this tarry red is made
in a no-holds-barred style. The finish is filled with Bourbon 

and spice. Best from 2006 through 2010."  A blend of 85% Malbec 
and 15% Merlot.  90pts. WS

Sale Price: $10.99

#2 Falesco Umbria Vitiano 2004
“A wine with lovely balance and clean plum, berry and chocolate character,

medium body and polished tannins.  The perfect house wine—a great value.
Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. Drink now through 2010.

200,000 cases made.” 90pts. WS

Sale Price: $6.99

#3 Vina Nido de Aguila 2003
“An excellent Bordeaux-style blend of Cabernet, Merlot and Cab Franc that

sings a pretty tune. Concentrated but pleasantly fruity, with cherry, 
raspberry and chocolate aromas and flavors. A long, developed finish with a
core of spice and smoke cements this wine's position as a winner and a fine

bargain.” 90pts. WE

Sale Price: $9.99

#4 Allegrini Verona Palazzo della Torre 2001
"Densely packed on the nose, with currants, flowers, minerals and oak.

Medium- to full-bodied, with spicy dried fruit flavors, firm tannins and a
long, minerally finish. One of the best values in outstanding wines from

Italy. Best after 2006. 22,500 cases made." 90pts. WS

Sale Price: $12.99

#5 Tenimenti Angelini Toscana Tuttobene 2004 
"Good blackberry and chocolate aromas and flavors. Full-bodied, with soft,

round tannins. Juicy. This is an outstanding new wine from Angelini.
Merlot, Sangiovese and Canaiolo. Not imported into the U.S. Best after

2007. 7,000 cases made." 90pts. WS

Sale Price: $7.99

#6 Louis M. Martini Sonoma County Cabernet
Sauvignon 2003

“The 2003 Sonoma County Cabernet Sauvignon was made to highlight the
high quality of its fruit. It offers aromas of red cherry and blackberry that
are supported by a round, sweet mouth feel with just enough structure to

lead it into a fruit-focused finish.” 89pts. T&C

Sale Price: $11.99

WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.   Free Parking  
We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

#7 Mirassou California Pinot Noir 2004
“Displaying intense fruit flavors of strawberries, pomegranates, and cherries,

balanced with delicate floral notes, Mirassou California Pinot Noir is a
bright reflection of our heritage as the pioneer of California Pinot Noir.”

87pts. T&C

Sale Price: $7.99

#8 Smoking Loon California Merlot 2004
“This Merlot has a dark ruby color and the aromas are reminiscent of 

raspberry jam with hints of lightly toasted oak and caramel. This wine is
made in a fruit forward style exhibiting mouth filling Bing cherry, white 

chocolate, and just a touch of cranberry finishing soft with ripe plum and
delicate vanilla oak flavors.” 88pts. T&C

Sale Price: $7.99

#9 DeSante Sauvignon Blanc Napa Valley 2004
"A vibrant, flinty style, with a tight beam of intensity to the rich passion

fruit, lemon-lime and grapefruit flavors. The concentration zings the flavors
along through the finish, with lingering grass and tart nectarine nuances.

Drink now. 1,750 cases made." 89pts. WS

Sale Price: $13.99

#10 Alois Lageder Pinot Grigio Alto Adige 2004
"Superclean and crisp, with apple, pineapple and lemon aromas and flavors.

Medium-bodied, with fresh acidity. Long finish. White pepper aftertaste.
Drink now. 20,500 cases made." 89pts. WS

Sale Price: $11.99

#11 Coopers Creek Sauvignon Blanc 
Marlborough 2005

"Bright and juicy, a vivid mouthful of nectarine, grapefruit and quince 
flavors that linger against racy acidity on the long, silky finish. Drink now."

90pts. WS

Sale Price: $8.99

#12 Morro Bay Central Coast Chardonnay 2003
“Toasted oak, butter and crisp apple/pear fruit aromas. The texture in the
mouth is like a knife cutting a green apple. Together these disparate areas

and flavors create a symbiosis that fills the tongue and echoes down the
palate.” 87pts. T&C

Sale Price: $7.99

All prices are valid from 5/4/06 - 5/17/06.

#13 R.H. Phillips Toasted Head 
Chardonnay 2004

“Bright tangerine and pear fruit aromas are highlighted by clove and nut-
meg. This medium-bodied wine has a crisp acidity and a long finish, with

pear and toasty butterscotch oak flavors, and a creamy texture.” 88pts. T&C

Sale Price: $10.99

#14 Mas de Gourgonnier Les Baux 
de Provence Rose 2005

“The Rosé is a blend of mostly Grenache spiced with Syrah, Mourvedre,
Cinsault and Cabernet Sauvignon. With an inviting cherry-pink color and a

nose of strawberry and raspberry, this Provencal rose is refreshingly clean
and dry.  This rose is easily enjoyed as a spring 

sipper.” 89pts. T&C

Sale Price: $9.99

#15 Muri Gries Lagrein Rosato 2005
"Lagrein Kretzer, is a traditional and pleasant, young rosé wine with a fresh

fruity taste. It is ready to be drunk just a couple of months after the harvest and
it is made only in high-grade steel tanks. The name stems from “Kretze,” which

was a kind of woven basket used long 
ago as a sieve for the must, which separated it from the berry huls." 90pts. T&C

Sale Price: $10.99

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. In fact, our top three hundred items are ranked as the 
best prices in town. Shop at Town & Country for cheese, gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink and be merry. 

What’s more, our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”  

IMPORTED FROM HOLLAND, 
LEONIDAS CHOCOLATES

20% off 
ANY PURCHASE OF 1/2 LB OR MORE. 

Offer valid through 05/17/06. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

20% off 
ANY PRE-MADE 
GIFT BASKETS.  

Offer valid through 05/17/06. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

TOWN & COUNTRY 
for those with a taste for value.
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Public Parks Should Be
Free; Fee is Wrong

The mayor and council nicely decided
to add a $10 fee to every child who decides
to play sports and participate in other out-
door activities at our public parks. This is
$10 fee, every season, for every child.
Some families will pay over $100 a year to
use our parks. Public parks should be free.

What really amazes me as I walk around
Gumpert and Tamaques Park, is the con-
dition of the ball fields. Next time you are
there, take a look at all the weeds –
dandelions all throughout the fields.

You would think with all that money
that our children pay, we can have a green
grassy field to play on...what’s next? Ar-
tificial turf??

Maybe they should rethink the ways to
tax us more and work on providing more
service. Look at all the weeds and see if
you can come up with as many reasons to
tax children’s activities.

Mike Wolski
Westfield

Police  Should Cross
Kids at Balloon Parade

After attending the balloon parade on
April 26, I feel the need to make the public
aware of what the police find important –
and it is not the safety of the children
attending the parade.

After finding a parking spot on Elmer in
the two-hour parking area, I was immedi-
ately “chalked” by a police officer by my
tire. Looking around the area, there was
another officer doing the same thing. These
were not officers involved in directing
traffic around the construction on the end
of Elmer; they were there to mark the cars.

When the three classes of children and
teachers and parents – some with strollers
or other children in tow – reached East
Broad Street to cross to the park at the
crosswalk, there were no police officers
to stop traffic. The teachers and parents
were left to stop traffic, get the children
across the street safety and supervise them
near the pond.

Why were there no police officers avail-
able to cross the children but two to mark
cars? This truly shouts where the priori-
ties lie, and it’s obviously in the revenue
of parking tickets and not safety. Perhaps
next year, at least one officer will be
available to help the preschoolers of
Westfield get to their parade safely.

Olivia Cozewith
Westfield

Ending Zone Pricing Better Plan
To Lower Cost of Gasoline In State

Governor Jon Corzine has suggested
that self-service gas stations may help to
lower the cost of gasoline. I strongly
oppose this concept for a multitude of
reasons.

There is no credible evidence indi-
cating self-service gas stations will
translate into cheaper prices for con-
sumers. In addition lifting the ban will
cost thousands of gas station attendants
their jobs, increase insurance costs and
put an undue burden on seniors and the
disabled.

I contend that the elimination of zone
pricing would be a better plan to lower the
price of gasoline throughout the state. In
the past, New Jersey authorized oil com-
panies to use zone pricing to allegedly
“meet competition.” This policy is sim-
ply out of date and needs to be eliminated.
Today this practice works against the
concept of competition and the free mar-
ket system.

Recently I received a call from a gas
station owner in Chatham Township. His
station is in a “zone” as determined by his
supplier. Because of this “zone,” the owner

must pay a wholesale price that is 12 cents
higher then a station in Rockaway Town-
ship would pay. A station in Union, only
eight miles away, pays 10 cents less for
the same gas. The reality is that zone
pricing forces some stations to pay more
then others for the exact same gas. This
price discrepancy is then passed on to
consumers.

The “meet the competition” basis for
zone pricing is not logical and it is time
for the law to be eliminated. This is why
I have introduced Assembly Bill No. 176
which would end the practice of zone
pricing.

The oil companies must allow the
legislature to review their basis for es-
tablishing zones. The same companies
must demonstrate why gas in the sub-
urbs is more expensive than in the cit-
ies. The burden of proof is on the oil
companies to prove that this ancient
practice does anything other then raise
the price of gasoline for New Jersey
consumers.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
Westfield

Its Publics’ Decision Time Regarding
McDevelopment in Westfield

Like many other communities respond-
ing to resident concerns about the nega-
tive impacts of oversized new homes, the
Westfield Town Council has spent more
than three years studying the phenomena
and the feasibility of limiting their size.
State law does not permit the governing
body to “target” only new construction
with stricter standards, and so to success-
fully limit their size we must also create
new limits for the expansion potential of
existing homes.

In simple terms, if we want to control
oversized new homes there must be a
tradeoff. In order to protect you from
McMansions being built on properties
adjacent to yours and impacting your qual-
ity of life with a loss of light, air and open
space residents must be willing to give up
a portion of the current expansion poten-
tial of their own homes. How much? There
is no simple answer because expansion
limits are based on the unique characteris-
tics of your home: the zone, lot size, lot
coverage and current dimensions (Floor to
Area Ratio, or F.A.R.) of your existing
structure. We hope concerned homeowners
will request copies of the plan from Town
Hall to calculate and understand their pro-
posed maximum; however, as a general
guide, under the proposal 90 percent of the
homes in Westfield will continue to be
eligible for expansion at a reduced rate.
Ten percent of our existing homes, includ-
ing the oversized new ones, will exceed the
new maximums and be ineligible for fur-
ther additions (many of the same are ineli-
gible now). Of course an appeals process
for additions or expansions will continue
to be available to property owners by way
of the board of adjustment.

The council’s pilot study in 2004 of over
1,000 Westfield homes in various residen-
tial zones identified building height as the
most detrimental factor in the McMansion
trend. The new plan proposes a maximum
height of 35 feet, down from a current
maximum of 38 feet (40 feet was the
maximum two years ago), which still al-
lows for three habitable floors. A maxi-
mum of less than 35 feet would be required
on a sliding scale should a house be less
than 20 feet from the property line. This
stipulation will be particularly effective in
maintaining the residential character on
streets with smaller lots and smaller homes
and it will preserve the light, air and open
space where it is needed most. The new
plan also redefines F.A.R to omit excep-
tions, such as the interior space occupied
by a stairway or cathedral ceiling, and to
more accurately reflect the real deal, the
gross dimensions and volume of the struc-
ture. Also, F.A.R. bonuses are created for
detached garages in order to preserve
Westfield’s traditional streetscapes. Should
the new plan be adopted it goes without
saying that all existing homes that exceed
the new height and F.A.R limits would not
be required to make any changes.

Every Westfield property owner is a
stakeholder in this proposed plan. There
are some with multiple stakes in this issue
and they are our residents who earn their
living in Westfield’s $5+ billion (market
value) residential real estate industry as

new homebuilders, additions contractors,
architects, realtors, land use attorneys and
others. While their professional input is
certainly welcomed and respected, their
financial self-interest in this issue creates
an inherent conflict of interest, a conflict
that will make their resident objectivity
difficult.

There is no question that by creating
new limits on the size of new homes the
value of tear-down lots, many which have
sold in excess of $900,000, might de-
cline; however, the fact is the high de-
mand for new homes in Westfield will
continue as witnessed by the number of
average-sized new homes that sell briskly
in our market. Each new home that sells
for  $1,000,000 will pay at least $18,000
in annual real estate taxes, which is double
the taxes paid by the former teardown
property that might have been worth
$500,000 or less. Clearly, the town and all
of its residents have a financial interest in
the success of new home building in
Westfield. By no means are new or larger
homes being discouraged; however, the
policy goal of zoning and planning is to
insure growth without adverse residential
impacts, such as those that can occur to
neighboring properties when smaller
homes are replaced by supersized ones.

According to one realtor in town, the
average Westfield home has appreciated
at least 40 percent or more in the last four
years. Some will argue that by decreasing
the expansion potential of existing homes
we are decreasing capital gains potential
and overreacting to a relatively few num-
ber of McMansion instances, even though
the trend is growing. In response, it is
important to remember that the desirabil-
ity of Westfield as a community is what
fuels broad property value increases and
quality of life choices, such as one that
permits modest expansion while protect-
ing the residential character and congru-
ity of our neighborhoods, is desirable to
potential buyers too. In fact, the general
belief is that towns such as Cape May and
others that have made preservation or
“smart development” choices have seen
above-average property value apprecia-
tion. Many believe this is true in our own
community, in the Dudley Park Historic
District (Kimball Avenue).

Clearly there are tradeoffs involved in
the proposed plan and I ask you to consider
them while standing in the yard of a neigh-
bor or a friend’s property that has become
overshadowed by a new home built to
current maximums.  In today’s modern
world quality of life issues almost always
come with a price tag or a tradeoff. Are we,
as a community, willing to pay the price?
An important choice is before us, one that
will literally affect the landscape of
Westfield for the foreseeable future.
Whether you are for or against the concept
and/or the plan, please let your voice be
heard at a special planning board meeting
on May 18 at 7 p.m., at subsequent town
council meetings on Tuesday evenings or
by calling or e-mailing your ward
councilpersons with your concerns.

Sal Caruana
Town Councilman, Westfield

Legislators Should Stop Playing With
‘Soft Savings’ on Consolidation Issue
As the story of New Jersey’s latest

financial crisis spins on, expect to hear
more of the following: “There are too
many small local government units in
New Jersey. They should be encouraged
or compelled to consolidate services in
order to save money and provide better
services to their citizens.” Please.

While I was mayor of Westfield, I was
intrigued by the notion of combining the
police and fire departments into a “public
safety department,” using cross-trained
personnel at a considerable savings.
Clifton had done this, seemingly success-
fully. I asked Jack Malloy, our town ad-
ministrator at the time, to take a road trip
and check it out. Mr. Malloy did so. His
estimate was that the cost of re-negotiat-
ing Clifton’s existing labor agreements
and other concessions had produced an
overall cost higher than the expense of
separate departments.

Recently, Mayor Marks of Scotch
Plains was quoted as estimating that a
combination of the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains municipal governments would re-
sult in an annual saving of $500,000.
Let’s take a further step. Suppose we
consolidate the police and fire depart-
ments of Cranford, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Westfield – all contiguous, demographi-
cally similar municipalities. Then, won’t
we be able to save the employment costs
of all those police chiefs, fire chiefs and
office staffs? Maybe put more cops and
firefighters on the line? Save money,
lower taxes? Friends, it would not hap-
pen. The chiefs in each municipality
would remain, with the same salaries,
but with different titles. A “public safety
director” for combined services would
be added at a salary higher than any chief
and with a staff to enable this official to
try to keep track. This is how govern-
ment works. Is anyone naïve enough to
think not?

Sure, there are some cases where con-
solidation makes sense. For example, the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority, the
Union County Educational Services Com-
mission, inter municipal agreements for
public health services. Local units and
school districts already have the ability to
enter into these and others.

Legislators and administrators should
stop trying to divert the attention of tax-
payers by playing around with notions of
“soft savings,” and address the hard sav-
ings readily obtainable in many areas of
government.

A challenge for you “consolidationists”
out there. Can you give one example of a
government becoming more efficient by
getting bigger?

Alexander Williams
Westfield

Regionalized Municipal Departments
Could Save Taxpayers’ Dollars

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Property taxes keep rising with no
end in sight and it is likely another
year will go by without a state Consti-
tutional Convention on the issue. What
does all this mean? Quite simply, it’s
time to stop waiting for others to act.
Westfield has the perfect opportunity
to be a leader as it was years ago when
the town created the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department. The de-
partment now represents eight of the
21 municipalities and is second only
to Elizabeth in terms of the number of
people it serves.

The tax departments seem like the
next area of municipal services that can
be regionalized. After all, does Union
County really need 21 tax collectors
and 21 tax assessors? Westfield should
reach out to its neighbors to rein in these
costs through contracts similar to that
of the health department.

New Jersey could help in this pro-
cess by switching the annual munici-
pal budget process to two-year cycles.
Under the current system, governing
bodies rarely accomplish anything of
significance until their budgets are
adopted in April – that’s a quarter of
the year already gone.

Recreation departments are another
area that could be combined. A de-

partment could offer general programs
– tennis instruction, trips, dance
classes – and localized programs such
as town sports teams. We believe that
larger towns like Westfield, Summit
and Union might want to work to
offer regionalized departments with
neighboring towns. Westfield could
contact Garwood, Winfield,
Mountainside and others to reduce
overhead while still providing qual-
ity recreation programs.

The County of Union is also in
position to combine services. Public
Works seems like the perfect place to
start. Do we really need 21 separate
DPW’s in addition to a county depart-
ment? Wouldn’t one large DPW di-
vided by region in the county make
more sense and save tax dollars? The
county could also be the lead on tax
department services.

Instead of programs, i.e. freeholder
chairman initiatives unveiled annu-
ally, why not unveil a different re-
gionalized program each year to save
taxpayer dollars?

Of course, before any
regionalization takes place, a cost
analysis must be completed. This is
not that complex. Write down current
salaries and benefits and general costs
and come up with a figure. Under a
regional department, towns should

experience significant savings.
Westfield’s health department is rev-
enue neutral in that the revenue off-
sets costs.

Police and fire services are more
complex in that they involve collec-
tive bargaining units. Also, towns with
volunteer departments are not likely
going to want pay for these services.

In terms of board of education costs,
the largest section of property taxes,
school districts should look into cen-
tralized school administration. Do we
really need 21 superintendents in
Union County? Can’t one superin-
tendent serve several districts? And
why not offer a regionalized special
education program? Westfield could
use the Lincoln School, currently
leased to the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission.
Westfield could look to start addi-
tional programs such as they did this
year for Autism. Several districts
could work together if space becomes
a problem. The savings on transpor-
tation and tuition would be enormous.

I encourage the Union County
League of Municipalities to offer a
property tax convention where the
county, towns, and taxpayers could
discuss real cost savings and not just
political rhetoric. If we wait for Tren-
ton, it will never happen.

WHS PTSO President
Writes of Gay Abuse
Editor’s Note: This was sent to Westfield

HS parents and this newspaper.
On April 26, a serious hate crime was

committed at WHS. This followed other
incidents in which a series of swastikas
were found to have been drawn in the
boys’ bathroom and other places within
the school. The incident involved a WHS
student, who was wearing a “Day of Si-
lence” T-shirt, being pushed down a flight
of stairs and called offensively “dyke”
because she was wearing a T-shirt sup-
porting the rights of gays. After she fell
down the flight of stairs, no student
stopped to help her.

This is a shocking set of events, which
is being addressed at school. WHS’s ad-
ministration has scheduled a series of
discussions to be held in class starting on
Monday, May 8. Parents, I urge you to
follow this classroom dialogue with dis-
cussions with your children at home.

We live in the greatest country on earth,
where we take pride in our diversity and
our fair laws. Help your children to see
themselves as part of a larger and caring
community with responsibility for the
safety and respect of others. I also urge
you to encourage any of your children
who may have witnessed this heinous act
or the spraying of swastikas to come
forward - privately to you, their guidance
counselor, a teacher, or a school adminis-
trator - in person or by email - and share
any information they may have concern-
ing the identity of these perpetrators.

We must not let the seed of hatred grow
among the students of Westfield High
School.

Lisa Quackenbush
WHS PTSO President

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com

www.goleader.com/presskit
www.goleader.com/classifieds

Resident Thanks
Asm. Bramnick

Thank you Assemblyman Bramnick
for keeping your constitutes informed on
what is really going on in New Jersey.
After listening to you on the radio last
Sunday morning and now reading about
your excellent ideas in The Westfield
Leader concerning self-serve gas stations
and zone pricing, I see why your district
trusts you as a leader for all the people.

I had no idea that “zone pricing” ex-
isted and that we were being penalized for
living in the suburbs by having to pay
higher prices for our gas.

In regards to self-service gas stations –
I don’t know how safe I would feel pump-
ing my own gas at 11 p.m. alone after
coming home from work. Keep fighting
for us in district 21 and thank you for
keeping us informed.

Beth Nilsen
Westfield

State Responds to Complaint Over
Newark Mayor’s $80 Million Trust

Editor’s Note: This letter is in re-
sponse to Publisher Horace Corbin’s
complaint to the State of New Jersey
over Newark Mayor Sharpe James’ plan
to divert $80 million of taxpayers’ money
to a trust fund where he intends to name
himself as director of the trust for life.

Dear Mr. Corbin,
This is in response to your complaint

regarding the proposed establishment
of an $80 million trust fund in the City
of Newark for capital and neighbor-
hood projects. As you may be aware,
the Department of Community Affairs
has been actively involved in this issue

to determine the legality of the propos-
als and whether the process is within
statutory parameters.

Department staff met with Newark
City officials and after much discus-
sion, the City has agreed to rescind its
plan and to comply with all aspects of
statutory and regulatory law.

Please be assured that this office will
continue to monitor the financial trans-
actions in the City of Newark through
our budget review and approval pro-
cess.

Susan Jacobucci, Director
Div. of Local Government Services

Letters to the Editor

Your Views Count and Make a
Difference; Put It in Writing

Each week, the letters on this page are highly read
and your views receive notice from local and state
leaders, as well as from your neighbors. Your letters
have impact and do make a difference – whether the
issues are local, personal or global in scope.

From time to time, other than in this newspaper, we
also write letters. Several weeks ago we wrote to
Governor Jon Corzine, the New Jersey Office of
Attorney General and the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice. Discussions were also held with our legislators
and mayors. In our view, the action then by Newark
Mayor Sharpe James and the Newark City Council to
divert $80 million of tax money into a trust fund,
whereby Mayor James also then appointed himself
trustee of the fund for life, was outrageous.

The elected officials we talked with agreed but

lamented that the underbelly of the system was too
powerful, the political bosses, and that they were
handcuffed. They urged the public to get involved
and empower them to overcome this stranglehold.

We received prompt responses to our letters, al-
beit: “Thank you for writing, your views are impor-
tant...” and “Our department doesn’t handle this
matter, but we’ve forwarded it to...”

However, last week we received the letter printed
on this page from Director Susan Jacobucci, Div. of
Local Government Services. We’re encouraged and
thank Director Jacobucci and the Governor.

Bouyed by this, we encourage you to write your
views, copy us and empower your elected officials.

Whether the issue is Newark, Cooper Road, park-
ing or math curriculum, your letters are important.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Patas – The West African red mon-

key
2. Achromasia – Lack of pigment in the

skin
3. Cappadine – Waste silk sheared from

silkworm’s cocoons after the good silk
has been reeled off

4. Exsiccate – To dry up or evaporate

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INCHOATION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Revenge
3. Renewal or restoration
4. An early stage or beginning

INAURATION
1. The process of covering with gold
2. The process of extracting gold from

ore
3. The ceremony of Sainthood
4. The ceremony of crowning or pro-

claiming an emperor
YPERITE

1. Topsoil
2. A deposit of pebbles, gravel and

sand in which diamonds are found
3. Mustard gas
4. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
VARIOLOID

1. A mild form of smallpox
2. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
3. An astringent or repellent
4. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin
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Letters to the Editor

County Public Information Dept.
Witholds Information From Residents
In his inaugural address, Gov. Jon

Corzine said ethics reform is his top pri-
ority. Mr. Corzine then asked for the
resignations of 463 political employees.
Many were public information officers.

The county budget and our taxes are
about to increase again without one raise
or perk turned back. They certainly didn’t
cut back on mailings and TV commer-
cials at election time in 2005, which cost
the taxpayers approximately $367,000
and resulted in ELEC complaints being
filed against the Democrat campaign.

They continued this abuse in 2006, as
was evidenced by Freeholder Mirabella’s

recent mailing in Berkeley Heights, which
cost $630 for postage alone. The county
should cut costs, make ethics reform a top
priority and cut their public information
department. It is this department’s job to
inform the public about county services,
yet we have a county government that has
a public information machine that
apparently exists to keep information
away from the public and disengage them
from the democratic process.

They churn out press releases featuring
mostly the freeholders who are up for
reelection, and produce the ‘Freeholder
Forum’ show, which usually stars a
campaigning freeholder. This department
appears to be an in-house campaign staff.

Speaking of campaigning, the county
has refused to give a full accounting of the
long-standing no-bid contract with the
firm Media Squared. The county has been
awarding the same $72,000 annual
contract for creative consulting services
for at least nine years and it has paid
millions of dollars for the work they
produced in the form of marketing pieces
and commercials, which are released
mostly during campaign season.

MediaSquared has also done work for
the freeholders’ campaign. Taxpayers
have to wonder. Documents obtained
through OPRA have shown no description
of these creative consulting services.

If the county truly wanted the public
informed and engaged they would: Re-
lease and post meeting agendas on their
website at least 48 hours prior to a meet-
ing; post meeting minutes in a timely
fashion; post the budget and all pertinent
financial information; release videotapes
of freeholder meetings.

A freeholder was quoted in a Westfield
Leader/Times article in 2005 as having
said that the reason they don’t release
VHS tapes to be aired on cable any longer
is because of the poor quality of the re-
cordings of the meetings. If the freehold-
ers can tape their freeholder forum and
release it to be aired, then there is no
excuse for not taping freeholder meet-
ings.

Public information should include a
system for the public to actually obtain
information. Freeholders do not answer
questions at meetings. E-mails to the
address on their website are returned with
instructions to place an OPRA request. A
long list of excuses is given as to why the
county finances are a mess. It is inexcus-
able to have six employees in the public
information department, yet residents
can’t have even basic questions answered.

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Association

No Instant Karma Driving
In Downtown Westfield

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Have you ever won-
dered where people who drive in Westfield
got their driver’s licenses? Doesn’t it seem
that cutting off pedestrians, honking, and
making left turns at red lights have be-
come standard practice in this quaint little
town?

The other day I was driving east on
North Avenue in my ancient ’96 Saturn
station wagon. I noticed a woman behind
the wheel of her large, fancy, late-model
SUV was trying to make a right turn from
the hotel parking lot. My devilish first
instinct was to speed up, but my angelic,
ethical judgment ambushed me, and said,
“Let her go.” So, I took the honorable
road and let her pull out in front of me. No
thank you, no nod, no smile from Mrs.
Nice Lady. Subsequently, I turned into
the parking lot at the train station, where
I searched for a quick spot to park and run
into The Leader/Times headquarters.

Of course, it was lunchtime and my
odds for scoring a parking space in this
popular lot were poor. I decided to try the
lot at the Tuxedo by Cozy shop and, as I
was approaching North Avenue, I met up
with Mrs. Nice Lady again. “Wow, in-
stant karma!” I said enthusiastically to
my 16-month-old daughter, “We’ll get
out of here in no time.” I was certain that
she would reciprocate and let me out in
front of her, back on to North Avenue.

I suppose John Lennon’s message was
incorrect this time. Mrs. Nice Lady chose
her devilish side and sped up, preventing
me from turning. My dark side wanted to
roll down my broken window and shout
expletives at her. But the angelic side,

once again, took over. Mrs. Nice Lady
was very fortunate that my window is
busted.

The time is past due for all drivers in
downtown Westfield to do their civic
duty while driving and reach into their
quaint, charming selves and be courteous
behind the wheel. Our “historic main
street quaintness,” that downtown feel-
ing, neighborly character and charm that
we all subscribe to be the gospel accord-
ing to Westfield is being threatened. If
“concerned parents” are fixated about
maintaining the downtown, neighborly
character of Westfield for the school dis-
trict, then why not start behind the wheel?

Why not set an example for our chil-
dren that it is not okay to be rude? It
doesn’t carry an $8-million price tag and
doesn’t require a bond to pay for it.

Say ‘No’ to Expensive Gas,
‘Yes’ to a Healthier You

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — We have been expe-
riencing a glorious spring this year. Day
after day, the sun is shining and the tem-
peratures are almost summer-like, as flow-
ers are bursting into full bloom. There is,
however, one huge change that spring has
brought with it that is putting a damper on
all the grandeur: the astronomical price of
gasoline, which keeps climbing with ev-
ery passing day. According to the Auto-
mobile Association of America (AAA),
regular gas prices in New Jersey are rap-
idly approaching the highest recorded
price of $3.18 per gallon, while the cost of
premium gas has already exceeded that
number and is currently going for $3.20 a
gallon. The good news is that there is a
way to take advantage of the beautiful
weather, while negating the harmful ef-
fects of pricey gas and at the same time
benefiting your health. Putting down your
car keys and tying up a pair of sneakers
will be good for your wallet, as well and
your waistline.

Simple exercise, such as walking and
biking, are wonderful alternatives to hop-
ping in the car every time you need to
travel a few miles. Consider instead walk-
ing at a moderate pace for 20 minutes
which will burn about 100 calories and
transport you just over a mile, or bicy-
cling at the same intensity for the same
amount of time which will torch slightly
less than 200 calories while you cover
four and half miles of ground.

Many people in our communities uti-
lize public transportation to make the
long commute into New York City and

only live a short distance from the train or
bus station. If they were to walk a mile
each day, instead of driving to and from
the station, they could burn 2,000 calories
a month. In addition, many of us live less
than five miles from our local downtown
areas which would allow us to ride a bike
for half an hour to get weekend errands
done and burn an additional 300 calories
per week. Combined, these activities
would equate to 51 miles of gas free
transportation each month.

In addition to saving us money at the
pump and helping us to lose a few pounds,
incorporating outdoor activities like these
into our daily lives will have several other
positive side effects. While sitting behind
the wheel of a car often makes us feel
frustrated and angry, taking a short walk
will actually lower our stress level and
allow us to clear our heads. Also, taking
a bike ride with a friend or family member
can be a wonderful way to catch up and
spend more quality time with our loved
ones. Perhaps the biggest benefit is that it
gives us the perfect excuse to be outside,
enjoying the sunshine.

So the next time you need to run to the
post office, instead of getting into the car
again and begrudgingly noting the gas
tank is nearing empty, why don’t you put
the dog on his leash and take a walk
through yet another beautiful spring day?

Westfield Schools Go
Beyond the Academics

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Often when we consider the education
the Westfield Public Schools provide, we
concern ourselves with the big issues like
the increasing class sizes and whether or
not certain aspects of the curriculum are
effective. The fact that so many people
are passionately involved in the process is
part of what makes our school system
outstanding.

But here’s another aspect that I think
also makes it extraordinary. I can only
speak about the elementary school level
thus far, but in the two years my children
have attended Franklin School I’ve been
impressed by all of the curriculum “ex-
tras,” the themes and programs that go
beyond the academics.

Like most parents, I aim to instill good
values and respect for others in my chil-
dren at home. And like most parents I
have also seen my offspring roll their eyes
at me from time to time. I know they hear
me on some level, but I’m so glad topics
we discuss are being echoed at school.

For example, my kindergartener often
speaks of dinosaur puppets, who tackle
such issues as dealing with bullies and
handling anger in a positive way. This is
part of a district-wide program called
“Prevention Links” at the kindergarten
level and “Forest Friends” for first grad-
ers.

There have been countless opportuni-
ties for students to help others in need,
such as during the Hurricane Katrina di-
saster and most recently our student
council’s collection of basic necessities
for local families.

Our school nurse continually urges stu-
dents to make healthy choices through a
variety of programs including an annual

anti-tobacco campaign and, most recently,
a “Sun Wise” one that discussed both the
beneficial and harmful effects of the sun.

I also believe we are fortunate to have
such strong PTO’s in Westfield that sig-
nificantly enrich the curriculum. For ex-
ample, the district-wide art appreciation
instructors expose students to famous
works of art while helping them explore
the techniques used in each piece several
times a year. The cultural arts committees
present fantastic programs running the
gamut from teaching students to respect
the music and dance of other cultures
around the world to fascinating scientific
presentations on honeybees.

Of course, what I find most remarkable
is when I actually witness Westfield stu-
dents putting what they’ve learned into
practice. This year, Franklin School has
been focusing on a “Manners Matter”
citizenship theme. And each day when I
wearily drive up at morning drop-off, my
mind cluttered with the tasks of the day
ahead, I am greeted by student safety
patrols’ bright smiles as they open our car
door. Each patrol always politely offers a
cheerful “Good morning!” and “Have a
great day!” I can’t help but smile back
wishing them the same, my mood in-
stantly brightened.

As a former teacher, I doubt these
curriculum “extras” are going to be the
deciding factor between my children end-
ing up CEOs discussing quarterly reports
as opposed to guys standing behind a
counter discussing quarter-pounders with
cheese. But first and foremost, I want my
children to grow up to be good people.
Having so many dedicated parents along
with a diversified curriculum that goes
beyond academics, I think Westfield stu-
dents have an excellent chance of that.

Choye Thanks SP-F
Voters for Support

It is with great pride and appreciation
that I thank the voters of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood for their support of the
2006-2007 school budget as proposed in
the recent school election. I am proud and
also grateful because the majority of vot-
ers continued to support the work of our
students and said “Yes” to quality schools
despite the fact that these are uncertain
financial times for many people in our
communities.

The Board of Education and the ad-
ministration developed the budget judi-
ciously, giving paramount consideration
to the instructional needs of all students
while keeping in mind the financial im-
pact of cost increases on local residents.
Now that the voters have approved the
spending plan, we in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools will work just as
judiciously to implement the budget, al-
ways focusing spending as close to the
classroom as possible and in the best
interests of our students.

It is gratifying to me that the citizens of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood place such a
high value on the education of the district’s
young people and continue to be support-
ive partners in their learning, their devel-
opment and their success.

Superintendent Carol Choye
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools

Visit us on the Internet at www.thejollytrolleybarandgrill.com
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Garwood Wetdown
Celebration Set May 20

GARWOOD - Liberty Hose Company
No. 1 of the Garwood Fire Department
will host a wetdown for the new 2005
Pierce rescue pumper purchased by the
borough last fall. The event will be held
Saturday, May 20 from 1 to 6 p.m. with a
rain date the next day. The public is
invited to this celebration.

The wetdown will be held on South
Avenue adjacent to the firehouse. Activi-
ties will include rides for the kids, music
by Saturday Nite Fever and demonstra-
tions by law enforcement organizations.
Food and refreshments will be provided.

Raffle prizes at the end of the day will
include a Jenn-Air stainless steel
barbeque, an Olympus digital camera, a
Karcher power washer and a Home Depot
gift card.

A limited supply of wetdown t-shirts
and commemorative mugs are available
for purchase. Raffle tickets and other
items are available at the firehouse prior
to the event. For more information, please
call (908) 789-8877.

County Recycling Set
May 20 for Residents
AREA – Union County will conduct a

recycling event on Saturday, May 20 for
residents to dispose of household special
waste and old automobile tires. The col-
lection will take place from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Lucent Technologies, 600 Moun-
tain Avenue in New Providence. Only
county residents are eligible for the event
which is free. Pre-registration is not re-
quired. Businesses may not participate.

There is a limit of eight automobile
tires (without rims) per household. Ac-
ceptable waste includes oil-based paint,
varnish, antifreeze, aerosol cans, pool
chemicals, corrosives, pesticides, herbi-
cides, solvents, thinners, fire extinguish-
ers, oil, oil filters, gasoline, batteries,
thermostats, fluorescent bulbs and mer-
cury switches.

Only materials in original or labeled
containers up to five gallons will be ac-
cepted. Latex paint and cans will not be
accepted. They should be disposed in the
regular garbage.

A complete list of the materials that
will be accepted is available at the county
website: www.ucnj.org/oem.

The waste collection will be held rain
or shine. Proof of county residency is
required. For more information, please
call (908) 654-9889.

Stender Advancing
Off Track Betting

TRENTON — Asw. Linda Stender’s
bill A-979 to advance off track betting
was released from the  Tourism and Gam-
ing Committee on Monday. OTW is wa-
gering at a licensed facility that broad-
casts horse races and accepts bets on
those races.

“New Jersey’s off-track wagering in-
dustry has yet to break out of the gate,”
Asw. Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) said.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 05/17/06

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

If you thought that Italy was the only place that could do this
justice (they call it Pinot Grigio), you should try Australia’s King

Valley version.  Made in the Alsatian style, large old oak and aged
on the yeast lees, this is complex and rich.  Lots of pear fruit and

a suggestion of light cream make this perfect for an upscale
backyard before-dinner wine.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$9.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$53.99 1.75L
$56.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$24.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$12.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

 Boggy Creek Pinot Gris
 $16.99

Puiatti Tocai Fruliano  $17.99

Parusso Dolcetto D’Alba  $15.99
A startlingly clean version of Dolcetto done com-
pletely without oak, but aged for 2 years in bottle
to allow all the elements of the wine to blend
seamlessly.  Red currant, blueberry, mineral and
earth, all work to balance the crisp acid.  This
works wonderfully with food or on its own.

The kind of Pinot that is making Oregon famous.
Limited production, intense earth tones, finely
sculpted tannin and a wild flowery nose.  The pal-
ate is filled with dark berries, black cherry and
spice.  Decant for 45 minutes.

Alloro Estate Pinot Noir  $39.99

Crisp and refreshing white wine from the far
northeast of Italy.  Italians drink far more of this
than they do Pinot Grigio.  No oak – save a tree.
Lots of green apple and mineral and just a touch
of spicy citrus.
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FRIEND TO THE TROOPS…Eagle Scout Patrick F. McCabe of Westfield
Troop No. 72 demonstrates his Eagle project, which involved the collection of
personal items, books and games donated by local residents and the shipment of
these items to National Guard members deployed to Iraq. He was honored March
29 for his efforts by the West Fields Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution and is flanked above by Warren Fristensky, left, chapter president,
and the Reverend Donald Hummel, chaplain.

Westfield ‘Y’ Offers Events
For Single Parents and Kids
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Area “Y” will offer an interactive
Mother’s Day program for single
parent families tomorrow, Friday,
May 12, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. under
the direction of “Y” Family Life
Director Dave Mueller.

Single and divorced mothers and
fathers, along with their children,
are invited to gather in the gymna-
sium of the “Y”’s Robert and Vir-
ginia Bauer Family Branch, located
at 422 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Participants are asked to bring
something that reminds them of their
grandmother. A pizza dinner will be
included. The cost is $5 per family.
First-time families may attend for
free and for any returning family
that brings a new family with them,

the new family may participate at no
charge. Responses are required and
may be confirmed by calling Jill
Brown at (908) 233-2700, extension
no. 415, or by e-mail at
jill.brown1@comcast.net.

On Friday, May 19, a gathering
for single and divorced parents will
take place at the Blackthorn on
Michigan Avenue in Kenilworth be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. A disk jockey
will be on hand later in the evening
for those who wish to dance.

Upon arrival, attendees should ask
the hostess to direct them to the “Y”
group. Responses are required. In-
terested persons are asked to call
Christine Alger at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 279, or to e-mail her at
calger@westfieldynj.org.

Nature Club Posts Outings
For Second Half of May

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater
Watchung Nature Club, which meets
monthly in Mountainside, has re-
vealed its schedule of activities for
the remainder of this month. Guests
are always welcome at club meet-
ings and on trips.

The club’s third Walker Walk will
take place this Sunday, May 14, at 7
a.m. at the Deserted Village in the

Committee Highlights Plans
For Memorial Day Parade

WESTFIELD – Plans are under-
way for the annual Westfield Memo-
rial Day Parade that is scheduled for
Monday, May 29. Opening ceremo-
nies will begin at 9 a.m. at the Monu-
ment to Veterans of World War I at the
plaza of East Broad Street and North
Avenue in Westfield.

Parade participants are required to
assemble in the Lord & Taylor (west)
parking lot on North Avenue at 8 a.m.
All Westfield and Mountainside or-
ganizations are invited to march in

this year’s tribute to veterans who
made the supreme sacrifice fighting
for freedom.

The Westfield Memorial Day Pa-
rade Committee is encouraging orga-
nizations and individuals to march in
the parade, sponsor a wreath to be
placed at the monument or make a
financial contribution to the parade
committee to help offset the costs of
running the parade.

The committee also is requesting
information about any Westfield or
Mountainside residents who have
family currently serving in or re-
cently returned from military ser-
vice in the Middle East. A tribute is
being planned.

This year’s parade route, following
opening ceremonies, will be up East
Broad Street to the final ceremonies
at Fairview Cemetery. For more de-
tails, please call Stan Cuba at (908)
233-2767.

Watchung Reservation. These bird-
watching walks are named for mem-
bers Bob and Molly Walker.

On Saturday, May 20, Andy Lamy
will lead members on a “mystery
walk.” Participants are asked to meet
at 7 a.m. in the Target parking lot in
Clark, located off of Central Av-
enue. Mr. Lamy may be reached at
(908) 377-2755.

The final Walker Walk will be held
on Sunday, May 21, at 7 a.m. at
Seeley’s Pond in the Watchung Res-
ervation off of Valley Road, to view
the last migrants begin setting up
nesting territories.

The forests are filled with war-
blers, vireos, grosbeaks, orioles and
thrushes. Birding will begin at 7 a.m.
and be followed by a full breakfast.
Reservations are necessary and may
be made by calling Clare Minick at
(908) 518-0199.

On Friday, May 26, mycologist
Dorothy Smullen will lead a trip into
the Great Swamp for “Fun with
Ferns, Fungi and Mosses,” as par-
ticipants identify the early stages of
these non-flowering plants.

The group will meet at 10 a.m. at
the Wildlife Observation Center
boardwalk trails on Long Hill Road.
For more information, please call
Ms. Smullen at (908) 647-3740.

Finally, on Saturday, May 27, John
Klizas will lead a trip to the Garret
Mountain Reservation, which is the
termination of the First Watchung
ridge.

 With its lakes, farms and forests,
Garret is the premiere place for spring
migration. Participants will meet at
7 a.m. in the Target parking lot in
Clark. Mr. Klizas may be reached at
(201) 602-9842.

Allison Is Welcomed
By Feller Family

Brian and Christine Feller of Scotch
Plains have announced the birth of
their daughter, Allison Paige Feller,
on Wednesday, March 1, at 11:33
a.m. at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Allison weighed 7 pounds and 8
ounces and measured 18¾ inches in
length at birth.

She joins her brother, Brendan,
age 3½.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Anthony and Sandra Cancellieri
of Westfield.

Frank X. Feller of Wayne, Pa. and
Virginia Brosius of Christiana, Pa.
are her paternal grandparents.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

2281 South Avenue • Scotch Plains

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

     

  

   

   

Temple Emanu-El
Offers Kinderplus

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-
El’s Early Childhood Education Pro-
gram, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield, still has a few
openings for its Kindergarten En-
richment Program for the 2006-2007
school year.

KinderPlus is offered Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 12:15
p.m. for children who attend public
kindergarten in the afternoon. A des-
ignated special activity is featured
each day, including art, literature,
science, movement and Judaica.
Families may register their child for
two to five days per week for the
school year.

A certified Head Teacher instructs
the class and a certified yoga specialist
leads the movement activity. The pro-
gram is state certified and also accred-
ited by the National Association for
the Education of Young Children’s
National Academy of Early Child-
hood Programs. For more details,
please call Jill Cimafonte, Director of
Early Childhood Education, at (908)
232-6770, extension no. 126.

 SUMMER’S
  HERE !!!
Are You Ready?

Rowdell’s Fitness
One on One Personalized Training

in Private Studio

215 North Avenue West

Westfield, N.J.

Offer expires Mon. July 3, 2006

Not to be combined with any other offer

FREE Fitness Evaluation

with 12 Sessions

908-233-9198
FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT - CALL

Temple Sholom Slates
Benefit Casino Night
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of

Fanwood-Scotch Plains will hold a
Casino Night fundraising event on
Saturday, May 20, at 7:30 p.m. All
are welcome to attend.

Many prizes – among them signed
Devils memorabilia, electronics,
Mets tickets, themed prize baskets
and gift certificates to stores and
restaurants – will be available.

There also will be an auction of
goods and services, featuring such
items as a year’s membership to the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains;
professional computer service; pri-
vate swim lessons with a certified
instructor; a “cookie of the month”
subscription and free labor from a
professional handyman.

Temple Sholom’s Casino Night
will be held at the Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison. Tickets are $36.
Included in the ticket price is admis-
sion to the Casino Night, $100 of
gaming chips and refreshments.

 All monies raised from ticket sales
will directly benefit Temple Sholom.
To purchase tickets or obtain more
information, please call the temple
office at (908) 889-4900.

Reporter to Address
UNRWA and Terror
WESTFIELD – Investigative re-

porter David Bedein will give a
lecture on Sunday, May 21, at 7:30
p.m. entitled “UNRWA: The Se-
cret Ingredient to Terror in the
Middle East” at the Union County
Torah Center.

Mr. Bedein is an expert on the
United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA), which oper-
ates the Palestinian refugee camps
in Gaza.

In 1987, he founded the Israel
Resource News Agency and began
publicizing his belief that the
UNRWA has perpetuated the Arab-
Israeli conflict by maintaining Arab
refugees in a permanent situation
of squalor for political motives.

Mr. Bedein later became the di-
rector of the Center for Near East
Policy Research in Boston, Mass.
He assisted in the production of
The Hostages of Hatred, a film that
documents the policies of the
UNRWA in Jordan, Syria, Leba-
non, Judea, Samaria and Gaza.

Since beginning his investiga-
tion into UNRWA policies more
than 30 years ago, Mr. Bedein has
initiated a worldwide effort to re-
form the agency.

Admission is $10. The Torah
Center is located at 418 Central
Avenue in Westfield. For more in-
formation or to reserve a seat, please
call (908) 789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org.
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WINNING ARTIST…Seventh grader Maddie Horowitz joins Martha Brief, a
resident of The Chelsea at Fanwood, whose picture was the first place winner in
an art contest that Maddie organized as part of her mitzvah project in preparation
for her Bat Mitzvah. Maddie also taught two art classes for seniors at the assisted
living facility.

All Saints’ Church to Hold
String Concert and Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, located at
559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains,
has posted the dates for two programs
to be held at the church this month.

On Saturday, May 13, the church
will present “A Trio of Strings” in
concert at 7:30 p.m., featuring violin-
ists Wayne Lee and Saeka Matsuyama
and violist Eric Nowlin. They are part
of Project One, an ensemble of young
musicians who began playing together
during their student days at the
Juilliard School in New York.

The program will include two
Mozart pieces for violin and viola; a
piece by Wieniewski for two violins
and “Terzetto” for two violins and
viola by Dvorak. It will last about an
hour and a reception will follow for
musicians and concertgoers.

 Tickets may be purchased the night
of the concert. They will be $15 for
adults and $5 for those ages 12 and
under. To make reservations, please
call the church at (908) 322-8047.

Secondly, the church’s annual Rum-
mage Sale is planned for Wednesday
through Friday, May 17 to 19. There
will be a variety of items for the home

(including kitchenware and home
décor), plus clothing in all sizes, toys
and many specialty pieces. Area resi-
dents may still donate items for the
sale today, Monday or Tuesday be-
tween 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

The sale will be open from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. on May 17, when everything
will be offered at “regular prices.”
“Half-Price Day” will take place on
May 18 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. “Bag
Day” will be held on May 19 from
noon to 4 p.m., with a flat fee for
filling a shopping bag with items.
Further details are available by call-
ing (908) 322-8047.

Student Holds Art Contest
As Bat Mitzvah Project

WESTFIELD – Maddie Horowitz
of Westfield recently taught two art
classes and held an art contest for all
the senior residents of The Chelsea at
Fanwood, an assisted living facility
located on South Avenue in Fanwood.

A seventh-grade student, Maddie
led these activities during March and
April as her mitzvah project, which
she coordinated with Chelsea Ex-
ecutive Director Jennifer Ricci. A
mitzvah (good deed) project is re-
quired of all young adults preparing
for their Bar Mitzvah or Bat Mitzvah.
Maddie will make her Bat Mitzvah
this Saturday, May 13.

During the classes, Chelsea resi-
dents did cray-pas (a combination of
crayons and pastels) drawings based
on the flower paintings of Georgia
O’Keefe. A number of Maddie’s
friends assisted participants in their
endeavors. Art materials were donated
by Baron’s Drug Store in Westfield.

The events culminated in an art
gallery display at The Chelsea that
was on exhibit for approximately two
weeks. A ballot box was placed at the
entrance to the gallery where resi-
dents, staff and visitors voted for their
favorite picture. Votes were tallied
and an awards ceremony was held.

The winning artwork was profes-
sionally framed courtesy of Fast Frame
of Westfield and given to the artists to
keep. The winners were Martha Brief,
first place; Helen Bucci, second place,
and Lou Zaradoolas, third place.

“Since I have a connection with
two of my great-grandmothers, Mary
Salbin and Rae Alboher, for whom I
was named, and I spent time visiting
my other great-grandmother, Ella
Gonick, at a nursing home, I wanted

my mitzvah project to involve the
elderly,” explained Maddie, the
daughter of Amy and Andy Horowitz.

“The interaction with the residents
was really fun for me and my friends
and I think the residents enjoyed it as
well,” she noted, adding she hopes to
continue visiting with Chelsea resi-
dents. “I never realized how giving of
yourself could be so rewarding,”
Maddie said.

First Baptist to Present
Talk on ‘Da Vinci Code’

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, May
21, at 2 p.m., the First Baptist Church
of Westfield will host a discussion on
“The Da Vinci Code: Fact or Fiction”
at the church. It will be open to all and
offered free of charge.

The event will feature Dr. Frank
Ancona, a professor at Sussex County
Community College, and the Rever-
end Dr. Dee Dee Turlington, Senior
Pastor at the First Baptist Church.
Reverend Turlington holds a Ph.D. in
New Testament Studies from Union
Theological Seminary.

The First Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street. For more
information, please call the church
at (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Clergy Can Offer Guidance
During Confusing Times

By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

I have followed the recent debate
over the relevance of the “Clergy
Column” in The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
with great interest. I have been im-
pressed with the reasonable and valid
arguments made by both “sides” in
the discussion.

I have found the discussion to be a
valuable example of how reasonable
people of good will can hold differing
points of view and disagree with one
another without being disagreeable
to one another, an increasingly rare
occurrence in our day and age.

My own view is that our commu-
nity would greatly benefit from even
more clergy participation and input,
not less. Of course, I am not a disin-
terested party! Not only am I a mem-
ber of the clergy community of
Westfield, but I hold my colleagues
in great esteem.

It is my opinion that in the towns of
Westfield, Mountainside and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, we have some of
the finest pastors, rabbis and priests I
have ever known. Their individual
contributions to their own congrega-
tions, as well as their creative activi-
ties in the wider community, should
be a source of pride for all of us.

From hurricane relief to troop sup-
port, from protesting the genocide in

Darfur to housing the homeless to
providing relevant and exciting edu-
cational and spiritual programming,
our clergy lead the way. On any given
day in our community, the clergy are
teaching, counseling, leading wor-
ship and ministering to the needs of
people who are broken in spirit and
heart.

Our world, and yes, our local com-
munities are experiencing hardships
and struggles the likes of which have
not been seen for years. Our kids are
growing up in a society at war, and
our culture has become more, not
less, divided in recent years.

Some of the division and ugliness
has even seeped into the way we
relate to one another here. Reports
from parents and school administra-
tors have been troubling in recent
years regarding examples of intoler-
ance and conflict, even among young
people.

Our clergy are one of many avail-
able resources that provide hope and
guidance in these times. I encourage
us to reach out more often to the
pastor, the priest or the rabbi for the
kinds of wisdom that our ancient and
revered traditions can provide.

* * * * * * *

Rabbi Sagal is the senior rabbi at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Historical Society Dinner
To Feature Talk on Jersey

WESTFIELD – David Cowell,
president of the Advocates for New
Jersey History, will speak on “A Sense
of Place” at the Westfield Historical
Society’s annual dinner on Wednes-
day, May 24, at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club in Westfield.

In a recent article in New Jersey
Heritage magazine, Mr. Cowell out-
lined an agenda by the History Advo-
cates for Governor Jon Corzine and
the legislature, stressing why it is
important to support New Jersey’s
public history services; preserve its
historic resources; promote cultural
and heritage tourism; develop and
support New Jersey’s state-owned
sites; educate children about New
Jersey and enhance state museums.

Mr. Cowell recently retired after
25 years as a professor of political
science at Drew University. During
his tenure he not only served in many
capacities at the university but also
authored many articles and papers on
national and international affairs.

He received the Governor Hughes
Award for Distinguished Service in
Public History and the Maureen

Ogden Award for his service to the
New Jersey History Community.

The annual dinner will begin with a
business meeting at 5:30 p.m. and a
report by Society President Nancy
Priest. There will be a social hour at
6:15 p.m., with dinner at 7 p.m. Some
awards will be presented during the
dinner.

The cost to attend is $40 for mem-
bers and $45 for non-members. All
fees at the door without a prior reser-
vation will be $45. For more details
or to make a reservation, please call
Nancy Priest at (908) 233-8110.

Unitarians to Present
Oscar Winner Crash
AREA – The Racial Justice Com-

mittee of the First Unitarian Society
of Plainfield (FUSP) will host a
screening and discussion of the Os-
car-winning film Crash on Friday,
May 19, at 7 p.m. in the church’s
Parish Hall, located at 724 Park Av-
enue in Plainfield. A potluck supper
at 6 p.m. will precede the film.

FUSP members come from vari-
ous area communities, among them
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. The screening will con-
tinue the community outreach initia-
tive begun by the church’s recent film
series produced by the Social Justice
Committee. Those attending are en-
couraged, but not required, to bring a
hot casserole, pot of soup, loaf of
bread or salad. For more information,
please call (908) 273-2073 or visit
www.fusp.org.

African Violet Group
To Meet on May 18

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, May 18, at 1 p.m. at
the Scotch Plains Public Library, lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Attendees will play “Violet Bingo,”
with the opportunity to win violet
related prizes. Anyone interested in
African violets is invited to attend.

   THE FAMILY LAW DEPARTMENT OF
    DUGHI & HEWIT
   is pleased to invite you to a

FREE 3-PART DIVORCE SEMINAR DISCUSSION
Part 1 - GENERAL CONCEPTS OF DIVORCE

including custody, parenting time, division of assets,
alimony and child support.

Part 2 - THE EMERGING CONCEPT OF DIVORCE MEDIATION

Part 3 - PRE-MARITAL AGREEMENTS, POST DIVORCE

applications to the court due to changed circumstances, Palimony,
Domestic Partnerships and Domestic Violence Restraining Orders

                    Come to One or All Sessions
    All Attendees to Receive a FREE 1/2 hour Session

Thursday, May 11 - 7:00 pm

The Short Hills Hilton - 41 JFK Parkway, Short Hills, NJ
( Directions - 973 - 379 - 0100 )

Call - 908 - 272 - 0200
No names needed but reservation required

 April L. Katz, Esq.
(14 years experience)

Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.
     (15 years experience)

                 Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.
Chair, Family Law Department (33 years experience)

For additional information on Christian Science visit:

www.tfccs.com, www.spirituality.com, www.csmonitor.com, www.powerfulprayer.com

1st and 3rd Sundays, 10:30 AM at the Christian Science Reading Room

116 Quimby Street (Across from Robert Treat Delicatessen.)

For reading room hours and other information: 908-232-3226.

WORSHIP SERVICES
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY, WESTFIELD

SUNDAYS at 7 AM on WOR Radio (710 AM)
Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio

Christian Science Sentinel - Radio Edition

May 14: Never Too Young to Hear God
May 21: Selfless Love, Bountiful Lives

May 28: Prayer That Heals

Mothers Group to Hold
Craft Night Activity

FANWOOD – During its Wednes-
day, May 17 meeting, the Union
County Chapter of Mothers and More
will host a craft demonstration night
to give interested persons more in-
formation about the activities of the
group’s craft club. Demonstrations
of craft techniques will include rub-
ber-stamping, knitting and
scrapbooking.

The meeting is open to the public
and will begin at 8 p.m. at the Fanwood
Recreation Center, located at Forest
Road Park in Fanwood. Attendees
also will have an opportunity to find
out more about the chapter’s other
activities, which include mom-and-
tot outings, mom’s night out,
playgroups and a book club.

A national, non-profit organiza-
tion, Mothers and More champions
the value and necessity of all moth-
ers’ work to society, both paid and
unpaid, within and outside of the
home. For more information about
this meeting or Mothers and More,
please call Micheel at (908) 620-
3202 or Marilyn at (908) 568-2633
or log onto mothersandmore.org.

Redeemer Discussion
To Feature Shavuot
WESTFIELD – The Redeemer

Lutheran Church of Westfield will
host its next monthly discussion
concerning the Jewish roots of
Christianity on Saturday, May 13,
at 7 p.m.

Pastor Marc Danzis will lead the
discussion of “Shavu’ot, The Jew-
ish Way to Say Pentecost” and ex-
amine connections between He-
brew and New Testament obser-
vances of the holiday.

Refreshments will be served and
the public is invited to attend. The
Redeemer Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 229 Cowperthwaite Place
at the corner of Clark Street. For
more information, please call the
church at (908) 232-1517.
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Parker GardensParker Gardens
14 acres

www.parkergardens.com
         Telephone     908.322.5555Garden Center    Greenhouses    Landscape Services

1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Mon-Wed 7-6   Thurs-Fri 7-7
Saturday  7-6      Sunday  9-5

Mother’s Day Special: $1.49ea

4´́   Annuals
Impatiens, Marigold, Begonia, & Seed Petunia

Regular price $1.99.  Must present coupon at time of purchase.  While supplies last.  Cannot be combined with any 
other offer.  Valid 5/10/06 - 5/16/06.

 

Endless Summer Hydrangeas®

Give your motherGive your mother
flowers that bloom all season.

Seminar: Everything You Need to 
Know About Hydrangeas including the incredible 

Endless Summer®

With special guest 
speaker.

May 13

Come anytime 
between 9am - 
12pm.

We will answer 
all of your 
questions.

Cost: Free

Not All Customers Created
Equally at Local Eateries
By VINCE FITZPATRICK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In the eyes of a Westfield teenager,
the dozens of local restaurants offer
endless possibilities for meeting with
friends and relaxing over a meal. Un-
fortunately, in the eyes of some dining
establishments, not all customers are
created equal. Any experienced young
diner knows that some restaurants are
more teen-friendly than others.

In an unfriendly restaurant one may
be greeted impolitely at the entrance,
placed at tables far away from the
other diners, or felt rushed through
the meal. While waiting for a table,
older customers are often preferred
and might be seated before a younger
party who arrived earlier.

Some restaurant proprietors and
staff assume that teenagers tend to be

too loud and messy, and tip poorly.
However, this is a vast generalization
and is unfair to the average neat,
quiet, fair-tipping teen.

Thankfully, there are a number of
nearby eateries that are warm and in-
viting to customers of all ages. Tinga
and Cheeburger Cheeburger provide a
friendly atmosphere for Westfield teens
to meet and eat, and food-court style
restaurants like Qdoba and the Wind-
mill are speedy and pleasant. The staffs
of Westfield’s several sub shops, such
as Hershey’s, Jersey Mike’s and Sub-
way, are cooperative and polite.

Similarly, Garwood’s Quiznos sub
shop is quick and enjoyable. Garwood
also hosts one of the favorite restau-
rants of Westfield’s teens, Magic Grill.
Apart from the popular buffet-style
Mongolian BBQ bowls, the restau-
rant is well liked for its friendly ser-
vice and relaxed atmosphere. Upon
entering the Magic Grill, one can
always expect to be greeted and served
with a smile, and this is often re-
flected in the tip.

What all these restaurants know is
that teenagers, first and foremost, like
to eat, and if you provide a friendly
environment for them, they will buy
your food. They also recognize that
alienating a whole age group because
a few kids do not tip well, or get a bit
too rowdy is simply bad for business,
and that a teenager’s money is worth
just as much as their parents’ or grand-
parents’.

Westfield’s unfriendly restaurants
could learn from their teen-friendly
neighbors. They should also note that
an unfriendly staff would often pro-
voke young people to act disruptive
and untidy, suggesting that it is the
waiter’s attitude that causes disobe-
dience, and not the other way around.

Finally, local restaurateurs should
recognize that the Westfield school
system has taught its students how to
take 10, 15 or 20 percent out of their
total check, and that if they tip poorly,
it is not out of lack of math skills, but
out of disappointment. Just as with
adults, young people will give more
for good service and less if they are
greeted with a frown and treated like
a second-priority customer.

If Westfield restaurants choose to
mistreat a large portion of potential
customers, those customers will re-
turn the favor. If, however, they de-
cide to follow in the footsteps of
some of the town’s teen-friendly eat-
eries, they may find an increase in
profit and customers.

Vince is a sophomore at Westfield
High School.

Local Museum Seeks
Public’s Participation

SPRING FOOD DRIVE…The School One Service (S.O.S) PTA Committee
recently sponsored a food drive to benefit Union County Social Services. Students
were asked to contribute specific non-perishable food items by grade. Pictured
with donated food items, from left to right, are: Stephen Scarcella, Maddie
Bebout, Sam Bebout, Caleb Chiariello, Sarah Bowles and Bella Bernardo.

CHECKMATE…Representing Washington School in the New York City tourna-
ment, top row, from left to right, are: Patrick Terry, Andy Fromm, Liam McElheny,
Principal Joseph Malanga, Daniel Mahler, Joseph Salmon and Matthew Lazzarotti;
middle row, Christopher Lazzarotti, Mark Lazzarotti, Kirsten Mahler, Jared Ellner
and Evan McElheny; bottom row, Alex Fromm, Elijah Wagner, Evan Eckert, Jake
Klofta, Allison Worms and Matthew Osment. Not pictured is Spencer Fishman.

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Miller-Cory House Museum, located
at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield,
invite area residents to join in celebrat-
ing 2006 as the Year of the Museum.

As declared by a United States
House of Representatives resolution,
the it is a time to recognize, experi-
ence and support all local museums.

Individuals can show their support
by volunteering at the Miller-Cory
House Museum, the programs and
services of which are provided solely
through its group of volunteers.

Opportunities include giving week-
end or weekday tours, cooking over
the open hearth, working in the Colo-
nial gardens or the gift shop and vis-
iting schools. Full training is pro-
vided for all volunteer activities.

Support also can take the form of
becoming a museum member or mak-
ing a donation. Membership fees and
donations are critical for meeting costs
of maintaining the historic farmhouse –
no state or federal funding is received.

Finally, people can support the
museum by taking advantage of its
programs. Tours of the house are
available for scout troops or class
trips, and special “Showcase” pro-
grams are presented at local schools.

The museum also offers Sunday

programs that highlight various as-
pects of early American life or fea-
ture fun, family-friendly activities.
For more information, please call the
museum office at (908) 232-1776.

Wilson Holds Mother’s
Day Plant Sale Friday
WESTFIELD – The annual Franklin

School Mother’s Day Plant sale will
be held on Friday, May 12, from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on the Newton Place side of
the school. A large assortment of flow-
ers and herbs will be available in flats,
planters and hanging baskets. New
this year, the plant sale will include
perennials for the first time. The Terrill
Road Country Market will restock
plants throughout the day.

Terrill Road Country Market has
agreed this year to donate 10 percent of
its in-store proceeds for the month of
May to Franklin School. This promo-
tion is running now through May 31.
Those unable to make the sale should
buy plants at Terrill Road Country
Market and tell them the purchase is for
Franklin School. The price will remain
the same and they will automatically
donate 10 percent right back to the
school. Terrill Road Country Market is
located at 190 Terrill Road in Plainfield.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

WF BOE to Continue
Enrollment Discussion
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board

of Education will continue its discus-
sion of the Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee on Enrollment (CACE) recommen-
dations at the board’s regularly sched-
uled meeting to be held Tuesday, May
16, at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

The business meeting will directly
follow a 7:30 p.m. celebration in honor
of Edison teacher Teresa Squillace
and Roosevelt teacher Glen Kurz,
who were selected as the Optimist
Club of Westfield intermediate teach-
ers of the year for 2006.

The public is welcomed to attend.
All board meetings are taped and tele-
vised on Blue Devils TV36 on Tues-
days at 8 a.m., 3 and 11 p.m., Thurs-
days at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., Saturdays at
3 p.m. and Sundays at 10 a.m.

Wash. Crossing Lauds
Scholarship Winners

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Washing-
ton Crossing Foundation recently an-
nounced the winners of their scholar-
ships for high-school seniors planning
careers in government services. Daniel

Ingram of Scotch Plains was one of the
27 recipients of the scholarships.

These scholarships, now in their 38th
year, were established in 1969 in honor
of the late Ann Hawkes Hutton, found-
ing chairman of the Washington Cross-
ing Foundation through a grant from
the Grundy Foundation of Bristol, Pa.

The scholarships are awarded an-
nually for the best all-around presen-
tations, including an explanation of
why the candidate wishes to pursue a
career in public service. They seek to
perpetuate dedication to service of
country as exemplified by General
Washington’s crossing of the Dela-
ware River on Christmas in 1776.

Daniel Ingram

Business

Embroidery Customer

Of  The Week

Beverly Caldora
J. B. Caldora Inc.

Town Embroidery
102 Quimby Street

908 233 -1221
www.townembroidery.com
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By Thomas Hornish
Social Studies teacher, WHS

What is “Inflation Targeting” and how
does it differ from “Discretionary Mon-
etary Policy?” What is a “neutral” rate?
Should the Fed continue to raise interest
rates, or should it call for a pause? For
individuals involved in the financial mar-
kets these questions are commonplace,
but for most Americans they are alien.
Yet, at Westfield High School (WHS)
these questions and the topics they ad-
dress are the focus of intense research
and discussion by members of the Fed
Challenge Team.

The Fed Challenge is an academic
program sponsored by the Federal Re-
serve Bank of the United States. The
intention of the program is to introduce
students to the role of the Federal Re-
serve and its relevance to the U.S.
Economy.

The program requires a group of five
students to complete a macro analysis of
the economy’s performance, and dem-
onstrate their understanding of the role
of the Federal Reserve in order to pro-
pose an appropriate monetary policy
recommendation. Each one of the Fed-
eral Reserve Banks involved in this pro-
gram holds a series of competitive rounds
from which there is a “district cham-
pion” who will then represent the dis-
trict in a national competition held in
Washington D.C. In addition to the com-
petitive team, Westfield also has a non-
competitive team of five more students
who will constitute next year’s competi-
tive team.

Westfield has been a part of the Fed
Challenge since 1999, and has distin-
guished itself as being among the best in
the second district. The journey to Wash-
ington from the second district is not
easy, as over 150 schools representing
the New York region participate, and
only one school emerges as the district
champion. Westfield has made it to the
regional semi-finals four times and the
district finals twice.

The team’s approach to the competi-
tion is unique in that most schools use a
Federal Open Market Committee
(FOMC) format similar to that which is
used by the Fed. Drawing upon
Westfield’s excellent journalistic tradi-
tion, the team has for the past six years
published its own business financial
paper entitled Eye on the Economy. The
presentation is formatted as an editorial
board meeting in which student report-
ers discuss their research and debate
among themselves what the Fed’s next
move ought to be. In 2006 Westfield
argued, based on current economic con-
ditions, that the Fed take a break (Pause)
in its raising of interest rates which has
been openly discussed in recent days.

In addition to the Fed Challenge,

Future Economists
Evaluate World Economy

Westfield was invited by the New York
Federal Reserve Bank to participate in a
pilot program entitled “The Euro Chal-
lenge.” This program is a joint venture
of the NY Fed and the European Union
in an effort to promote greater under-
standing and awareness of the European
Union.

The program is reserved for freshmen
and sophomores, and requires students
to complete a macro-analysis of the
Euro-zone, demonstrate their knowledge
of the European Union’s history and
organization and to make an investiga-
tive study on one of 10 applying mem-
ber states and the challenges they face in
adopting the euro. Like their Fed Chal-
lenge counterparts, the WHS Euro-Chal-
lenge Team, comprised of 20 students,
is producing its own newspaper entitled
Eye on the Union. The team will be in
competition in NYC at the Fed on June
9.

As someone who has spent 33 years
working with students both within and
outside the classroom, these two pro-
grams help to underscore why one
teaches. The enthusiasm of the students
and quality of their work is inspira-
tional. When one listens to these young
people discuss the most complex eco-
nomic principles, there is a great deal of
satisfaction knowing that their achieve-
ment was in part due to your love of
subject and willingness to share that
interest in an academic setting.

Thomas Hornish is a volunteer adviser
for both the Fed and Euro Challenge
programs at Westfield High School. Mem-
bers of the community who are interested
in helping to support these programs are
encouraged to contact Thomas Hornish at
thornish@westfieldnjk12.org.

Park Announces Third
Marking Period Honor Roll
SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle

School Principal Lisa Rebimbas has
announced the names of those stu-
dents earning placement on the dis-
tinguished and regular honor rolls in
the third marking period:

Sixth Grade
Distinguished (50)

Alyssa Apuzzio Kathryn Lee
Lisa Awaitey Kristen Lee
Elizabeth Baldwin Robert Lockatell
Karen Bao James Marvosa
Dominika Blach Lisa Matrale
Ajit Bopalkar Anna McGuinness
Kelsey Boyea Mariel Mital
Laura Cappelli Claire Muirhead
Adam Carabba Taylor Novello
Clare Cohen Raushan Palejwala
Isabel Crystal Erin Pierce
Lyndsay Curtis Melissa Quarto
Erin Dempsey Disha Rao
Jennifer Denman Delaney Reimers
Nicole DePaola Jillian Schuster
Margaret Diaz Cassandra Segulin
John DiBattista Zachary Shanker
Ramona Dunning Allison Speck
Kendall Fawcett Emily Stefanik
Katherine Fletcher Christine Szpond
Allison Grimm Alex Tannenbaum
Carly Grossman Chayakorn Triamarit
Matthew Harnett Sarah Vanbuskirk
Christopher Hornung Alexander Zaller
Tamara Itkowitz Kristina Zekunde

Sixth Grade
Honor Roll (77)

Rachel Armus Rebecca Maioriello
Chandler Arthur Justin Maldonado
Ibukin Babalola Patrick Manfra
Gregory Baliko Jessica McGovern
Dory Baron Meghan McGrath
Jacqueline Batts Connor McGuire
Dominque Bray Daniel McMillan
Samuel Brown Joseph McQuoid
Robert Bunnell Jake Metsky
Christopher Burke David Michalak
Bryan Canfield Luke Mineo
Daniel Carabba Michael Misiak
Jason Cepparulo Dylan Mruczinski
Olivia Checchio Emily Nardone
Ara Cho Margaret O’Brien
Abigail Churaman Jung Oh
Robert Colonna Marisol Pacaja
Jordan Dagostaro Kristina Palazzolo
Octavia Dails Olivia Patel
Louis Dodge Francis Quigley, III
Casey Dugan Max Reo
Amanda Ekstrand Carle Roessle
Jaclyn Friedman Kathryn Romagnano
Steven Garber Michael Romanowski
Patrice Hayden Ben Ross
Alexandra Harmon Jose Sanchez
Kevin Hesson William Schauer
Matthew Jegede Kevin Scully
Christina Karpel Daniel Slegowski
Ryan Kiel Allen Smith
Kerri Killeen Alex Suriano
Joshua Knechtel Jonathan Tomasulo
Joseph Kostecki Luke Vuono
Raymond Kraus Aliyah Williams
Stacy Leinfuss Andrew Wilson
Victoria Lesce Alan Woodfield
Kevin Lewis Brian VanBrunt
Thomas Lyons Anna Zak

Michael Ziegler

Seventh Grade
Distinguished (22)

Brie Adamczyk Emma Kelly
Christina Bobyack Richard Krema
Laura Bruce Anna Leistikow
Santino Butler Brianna Mahoney
Michael Canicosa Nathalia Montoya
Hayley Cornwell Tyler Palkoski
Jennifer Cua Hyun-Jin Park
Matthew D’Apuzzo Benjamin Parisi
Paige Della Badia Danielle Schweizer

Amanda Hanna Harmeet Sohal
Priyanka Kamath Rory Szeto

Seventh Grade
Honor Roll (69)

Kimberley Agbo Connor Lockier
Nikolai Alexander-Himlan Edward Logie
Anthony Araneo Taryn Luby
Bria Barnes David Mandala
Lauren Berk Yevgeniy Mayorenko
Elle Bernardo Tomo Mizutani
Micaela Jo Bernardo Adam Monzella
Kyle Berwick Alexandria Nychay
Jerry Bi Lindsay Payne
Erin Brown Alexandra Pearl
Meghan Bruckman David Pinkowski
Lauren Buckley Ananth Rao
Toni- Ann Capece Adam Redfield
Joanna Carroll Brittany Reilly
Marianna Caruso- Gilbert Stephanie Robak
Christopher Cerchio Ashley Romans
Robert Cerchio Anne Rubin
Rachel Chan Stephen Ruggieri
Elizabeth Churaman Brahian Sanchez
Jacqueline Close Kevin Schmidt
Meghan Cunningham David Sherman
Marc Henry Estriplet Rachel Siegel
Angelica Ewaska Salvatore Spadaro
Brendan Farrell Michael Spaeth
Tessa Felegy Shane Squire
Elena Haggan Allison Staniec
Camille Handy Bartosz Stawicki
Peter Huether Elizabeth Stranzenbach
Danya Jacobs Abigail Strickland
Matthew Kersey Jamie Swanton
Kenneth Lee Elizabeth Tenzer
Kathleen Leeper Connor Thompson
Daniel Lesce Jeffrey Uehlinger
Alexa Levy     Alyssa Young

Beverly Zayas

Eighth Grade
Distinguished (21)

Stephanie Baier Renata Pacaja
Stephanie Baliko Jason Pearl
Remy Bernardo Kerry Pierce
Sarah Canfield Rachel Pincus
Sophie Chou Morgan Puleo
Aditya Dahiya Shannon Riemers
Alexander Davis Stephen Scannell
Robert Frazee Aleksandra Szczuka
Melissa Goldberg Devra Traiman
Lauren Hirschhorn Andrew VanHaasteren

Nicole Ostrowski

Eighth Grade
Honor Roll (54)

Nikki Appezzato Lauren Harnett
Andrea Barone Noorene Helm
Rachel Blom Maxim Kachalov
Rebecca Brand Joseph Kaiser
Sarah Brumfield William Kaiserman
Alessandri Bubnov Zachary Koch
Karolyn Buckridee Leigh Kwasny
Michael Burke Michelene Lambros
Timothy Carroll Erin Lewis
Peter Citera Nivedita Malik
Charles Cummings, IV Samantha Mannino
Dionysos Curry, Jr. Kimberly Many
Joseph D’Auria Ryan McTernan
Michael DelSordi Marguerite Murad
Michael Demmel Richard Murray
Brian Dempsey Ji Oh
Jack Diaz Allison Prestridge
Adam DiBattista Lauren Rosenthal
Vangelis Dimopoulos Julia Ross
Marisa Dolan Maria Seidel
Tara Dorilus Theres Sigona
Brian Dunn Courtney Smeltzer
Robert Evans Christopher Smith
Katrina Gans Justin Terry
Jennifer Geoghegan Kimberly Wenson
Adriana‘ Gerritsen Malika Williams
Matthew Glassett Allison Zimmermann

BROAD STROKES…Senior Director David Heiden of Broadcom Corporation,
a global leader in wired and wireless broadband communications semiconduc-
tors, is shown presenting a grant check to Joan Mast, K-12 supervisor of
mathematics in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public schools, which will be used to
support a pilot program for the use of advanced computer technology in math-
ematics classes in the district.

SPREADING THEIR WINGS…On April 27, at Crossroads School in Westfield,
Principal Michael Kowalski, along with two students, planted a tree and released
nine butterflies to commemorate April Autism Awareness Month. Their theme
for the ceremony was “roots and wings,” which is what teachers hope to give to
their students. Crossroads School, located on Cardinal Drive in Westfield, serves
autistic spectrum children from ages three to 12.

What are
you planning
to do with

your 
summer?

Do all your favorite summer activities
AND get started on your college career 

or earn extra credits toward your degree 
with UCC’s Summer Session.

• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
• Attend class at any of several locations 

~or~ learn at home with Telecourses 
and Online courses

Visit UCC online at   www.ucc.edu

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !

Most Courses Start the 
Week of May 15th & July 10th

For information call 908-709-7518 or

 

Heather Mulvey 
Tuesday, May 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

at the 

Westfield Memorial Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Traditional Americana, Celtic, and bluegrass  
music with captivating vocals and acoustic guitar. 
Cardholders may register for this free concert at 

the Circulation (front) Desk or by phone  
789-4090.  

 
 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090    
908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 67th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

• Attorneys • Physicians Offices

• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Submit educ. releases
To edu@goleader.com

Union Catholic Sets
Date for 1996 Reunion
SCOTCH PLAINS – Planning for

the Union Catholic Regional High
School class of 1996 10-year reunion
is underway. The reunion will take
place on October 8, beginning at 6
p.m. at Amici’s III Restaurant in Lin-
den.

If a graduate from the class of 1996
would like to be added to the mailing/
e-mail list, contact the reunion com-
mittee.

Committee members are Chris
Czubowicz, chair, Bill Werkmeister,
Nicole Luciano, Lorin Howard and
Kaleia Edmundo. The class looks
forward to seeing all graduates in
October. For more information, con-
tact Mr. Czubowicz via e-mail at
chrisc@omniist.com or Ms.
Edmundo at (908) 377-2055.

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com
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“You Are In Possession of Overdue
Materials From This Library…”

Westfield Votes on a
Free Public Library

Honorable Mention

By WILLIAM
McMEEKAN, JR.

Honorable Mention

It was years ago now that
I watched as workers took
down the old block letters
spelling “CHILDREN”
from above the street front
entrance of the building
that once housed the town
library.

With the bold, foot-tall letters re-
moved, the single word invitation to
scores of Westfield youth was made
even more pronounced. Decades un-
der the sun had scorched and faded
the surrounding wood, using the let-
ters as a sort of cosmic stencil. “CHIL-
DREN” is read still.

The Westfield Memorial Library,
of course, offered books — the magi-
cal links to educate, inspire and spark.
And like many kids with too much
time and imagination, I let the library’s
collection take me to flame. I read
and read, burning through books,

caught in a literary spell that made
these words themselves possible.

Libraries since have had a similar
effect on me. Yet the old Westfield
Memorial Library stands beyond all
others, as if set somewhere distant,
yet within reach.

It was in the upstairs room of this
library that a teacher once told my
class, “History is what I choose to
remember.” But I know now it is more
than that. Like the impossible con-
nection between the ultraviolet inked
“CHILDREN” sign and the equally
sun induced crows feet taking shape

around my eyes, I know that history is
also what I can’t forget.

History here reaches way back. I
remember even in grade school sit-
ting in the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary reading about the Revolution-
ary War, in an attempt to dream it
alive. It had swept through our town,
but seemed so difficult to locate now.
Yet right outside rolled East Broad
Street — our main street — down
which, as my third grade teacher as-
sured me, George Washington had
marched his troops when these were
the west fields of Elizabethtown and
when there was yet a country to claim
Washington as its father.

When I tried hard I could almost see
it, almost hold it for a moment — the
incommunicable synchronistic link of
what I was reading with where I was
reading it — until it mutated again.

Just behind the cadence of the colo-
nial troops, my father at my age (al-
ways at my age) would bound down
Broad Street and through the doors

under that approving sign, to
guide me to books, and history
and life in an inexplicable tangle
that easily slit through the de-
cades and across the pages.

For years, Mom (an English
teacher) and I (an obsessive
reader) would leave salesman
Dad in the literary dust nightly
at the dinner table. But it was
the book of my father’s own
Westfield youth that I sought
out and analyzed with a passion
I still fail to find for the great
poets I respect deeply.

I’d hold Dad’s single favorite
book, Rabble In Arms, in my
hands among those quiet, loom-
ing stacks and experience a bit
of the connection he and I rarely
found in our own exchanges.
Even then I understood this was
the thing. His hands opened and
closed and held this copy. His
eyes and mind took in these
words. This was the novel he
remembered always. It was part
of him. And now it is part of me.

Only once had I ever seen my father
actually in the library. It was an early
summer evening a month before I had
first left for college and I was, for
reasons unfathomable to me now, read-
ing old Westfield Leader clippings
about the still-wanted John List and
the gruesome murder of his family in
1971 less than a mile from our house.

Out in the reading room, Dad had
entered and was standing at the circu-

lation desk with a gregarious and
knowing smile. He glanced quickly
in my direction and then, with a flour-
ish, held up and then slowly handed
his library card to the librarian behind
the counter.

She studied it, paused, and then actu-
ally took a step backwards. A few mo-
ments later she placed the card beneath
the desk and brought out a new, clean,
creaseless library card. My father signed
it and left, still smiling.

I knew the card he had passed to the
librarian was one he had held onto for
years—issued to him from the
Westfield Memorial Library in 1943.

I recall thinking: it shouldn’t work
like that. No, that card should not be
hidden and discarded under a counter.
It deserves its own display case in the
corner. It should be exhibited promi-
nently, like the dual murals of colonial
Westfield out in the foyer. As I turned
back to the microfilm I wondered if
John List had had a Westfield library
card and what sort of books he had
checked out and taken home to read.

Since then, things have changed for
my father and for me. I moved on to
bigger and better libraries — wonder-
ful, insightful places all — where more
and more opened up to me with each
volume from their often towering
shelves. None quite as combustible,
none quite as significant. And since
then the Westfield Memorial Library
has moved on as well — across the
road and a few blocks down.

Now I’ve completed college, spent
time in graduate school and teach
English. My father continues to live
across town and still talks of Kenneth
Roberts at Sunday dinners.

I’ve heard that John List has done a
fair amount of reading in prison in the
many years since his capture. I write
in Westfield and about Westfield. I do
this even when I try not to. I go to the
library less.

The children’s entrance is no more.
The letters embossed into the wood
by the sunlight vanished under a coat
of fresh white paint long ago.

Often I glide past the now unadorned
Broad Street entrance in my car, re-
membering, forgetting and remem-
bering again. It’s alright, I reassure
myself constantly. Its okay, I say know-
ing there is nothing I can do. It’s still
linked; it’s still history even as it
changes. Somehow it affects me that
all the library cards are bar coded now.

“No matter, I tell self as I drive past
the old library with increasing speed.
“The children are all elsewhere.”

By BARBARA BURTON
Honorable Mention

The door to The Union County Stan-
dard Building was open and Lily
could see the gaslights were begin-
ning to go on. She went in and found
Mr. Berns at his desk reading The
New York Daily Tribune. He read at
least five newspapers every day.

“Hello Lily,” Mr. Berns said. “I
always enjoy a visit from you. How
are things with the library music
fundraiser coming along?” Lily sat
down in a chair next to the kindly
man who was Westfield’s town clerk
as well as the editor of the weekly
newspaper. “Oh, very well,” she said.
“You know when Mrs. Armstrong
puts her mind to something, it will
be successful. And my sister Emma
is helping out too, so failure is not a
possibility!” she added.  Mr. Berns
smiled. “Yes,” he said, “you have
that right. Of course, if it weren’t for
the women in Westfield we wouldn’t
even be having this special election
to establish a free public library.
Your mother was a founding mem-
ber of the Every Saturday Book Club
back in 1873, wasn’t she?” “Yes,”
Lily replied, “She always loved to
read and she passed that along to me.
I wish she could be here to see how
far we have come!”

Mr. Berns nodded. “I think there
will be a lot of support in town when
the special election to vote on the
library is held in April. Of course,
some people don’t like the idea of
taking $10,000 from Andrew
Carnegie to build it. I had a letter
submitted today from Mr. Tree who
questioned why we have to take an
outsider’s money. And then there’s
the issue of Westfield having to sup-
ply $1000 every year to maintain the
place. Some don’t like the idea of tax
dollars being used for that purpose.
They think Westfield taxes are high
enough as it is. You know the average
homeowner had to pay over $50 in
property taxes in 1904.”

Lily sighed. “Yes, but having a new
free public library will be so impor-
tant for Westfield.  Perhaps I’ll give
up my dreams of writing and become
a librarian!” she added. Her eyes fell
on the open newspapers.

“What’s in the news today?” Lily
asked. “Oh, lots of stories about the
war between Russia and Japan,” Mr.
Berns replied. “Things are not going
well for the Russians. And Tsar
Nicolas is under pressure to make
some reforms in the government. But
closer to home, you will be interested
to know that there is going to be a
wedding in the Roosevelt family.
President Roosevelt’s niece Eleanor
is going to marry her distant cousin
Franklin next month in New York
City. Lily’s eyes lit up. “A Roosevelt
wedding in New York!” she ex-
claimed. “I am sure that will be quite
an event.”

“I wonder if Father’s boss Mr.
Ballantine will be invited,” she added.
Mr. Bernard added, “Perhaps. It is
rumored that TR enjoys Ballantine
ale on occasion!” The mention of Mr.
Ballantine caused Lily to look at the
clock on the office wall  “Oh, I must
be going, don’t want to be late for
dinner!  See you later Mr. Bernard,”
she called as she ran out the door.

***
After the Hollingshead’s house-

keeper Clare cleared the table in their

house that evening, Mr. Hollingshead,
Emma, Lily, and their younger brother
Frank gathered around the fire. Their
Scottie dog settled in near Lily’s feet.
Mr. Hollingshead asked his daugh-
ters how the library plans were com-
ing along. “Very well, father,” said
Emma. “Although we would not have
to worry at all if women could vote.
After all, it was women who started
the library movement and now we
don’t have a say in whether or not we
get to build one in Westfield!”

“Now Emma,” said her father. “I
hope you are not going to launch into
one of your lectures about women’s
suffrage. You know that we men are
perfectly able to look after your inter-
ests without having to extend you the
right to vote. Besides,” he continued,
“Mr. Ballantine and other business
leaders in the brewing industry are
hesitant to support the vote for women.
They think the first thing women
would do is prohibit the sale of alco-
hol. Think what a disaster that would
be for the city of Newark—and
for this family.”

Emma’s face softened.  “Fa-
ther, I know how important your
job is to this family.  But that
speech I heard Mrs. Alice Paul
give last summer still stays with
me.  The vote for women is just
the fair thing to do.”

Frank groaned. “Oh, c’mon,
Emma. If Father were to lose
his job, he wouldn’t be able to
buy the new Ford Model T. Mr.
Ford has said they are going to
sell for about $1,000. The
Ballantine Brewing Company
needs to stay in business so we
can have that car!”

Lily looked at her little brother
fondly. “You certainly do love
the automobile, don’t you,
Frank? I don’t really see the
attraction myself. They smell
bad and make awful noises. And
what would happen if everyone
in Westfield bought one? There
would be no place to park them
all.”

***
As Lily took her seat at the next

Women’s Club meeting, Mrs.
Armstrong addressed the group. “The
musical raised over $215. An excel-
lent showing!” she said. “Lily, will
you please provide a report on the
event? I know you were helping to
cover it for The Standard.”

“Certainly, Mrs. Armstrong,” said
Lily. “The music was wonderful but
those of you who were there know
that the real highlight of the evening
was the remarks by Mr. Salter Clark
on behalf of the library. The Standard
is going to print the whole speech on
Friday but I have the text of it here
now and would like to read part of it.

“Go ahead Lily,” said Mrs.
Armstrong. “I’m sure we will all en-
joy hearing that again.”

Lily started. “Mr. Clark addressed
the concerns of those who feel we
should be spending our tax dollars
on other matters by saying the fol-
lowing “.  does some one say that we
need more policemen first? Very
well; take the library as one of them.
The unseen moral influence of a free
library is equivalent to several po-
licemen in the long run…Or does
someone think we need better roads
first? America was a nation of high
thought and elevated purpose in the
days of Washington and Hamilton,

when all roads were bad
beyond conception.” Lily
paused. “He ended with
the following statement:
“In France, which we are
inclined to look down
upon, if there is a town of
5,000 inhabitants without
its free public library, it is
the exception.  Are we to
lag behind the spirit of the
age?”

Lily sat down. “Thank you Lily,”
said Mrs. Armstrong. “We look for-
ward to seeing the full story in The
Standard this Friday — and to the
results of the special election which
will be held on April 11!”

***
The final tally in the special elec-

tion was 385 in favor and 201 against.
The Westfield Town Council then
appointed five trustees who secured
the gift from Andrew Carnegie and
selected the corner of Broad Street
and Elmer Street for the library build-

ing.  The original library building is
now Felice.  The cornerstone was laid
on June 9, 1906 and the building was
completed in that year for about
$10,000.

In 1954, the library moved to the
then-new Municipal Building further
down Broad Street.  In 1988, it moved
to its present location on the corner of
Broad Street and Stanley Avenue.

Author’s note:  The editor of the
Union County Standard was Lloyd
Thompson.  He also served as
Westfield’s Town Clerk.

The original Westfield Library building, built in 1906.

Bernard Heeney, Jr.Bernard Heeney, Jr.Bernard Heeney, Jr.Bernard Heeney, Jr.Bernard Heeney, Jr.

Creative Writing Contest WinnersCreative Writing Contest WinnersCreative Writing Contest WinnersCreative Writing Contest WinnersCreative Writing Contest Winners
At-Large Category

1st by Abby Avis, “First Snow”
2nd by Joan Feller, “Bedroom Window”
3rd by John O’Conner, “TDK”

Student Category
1st by Joshua Brafman, “Adventures of Starman”
2nd by Elizabeth Harbaugh, “A Past Overlooked”
3rd by Daniel Grimes, “My Race”

Honorable Mention
Barbara Burton, “Westfield Votes on a Free Public Library”
William McMeekan, Jr., “Overdue Materials From This Library…”
Thomas Taylor, “Sycamore Trees”
Joanna Wayner, “Dog’s Eye View”

See ‘This is Westfield’ for reprints of the winning entries.

A Special MOM
Deserves

A Special Restaurant

On  Mother’s Day

99 Center Street Garwood, NJ

908-232-5204

Call for Reservations!

Serving from 2pm till Closing

NEW EXPANDED MENU

More Chicken, Fish & Pasta Entrees

And of course, Great STEAKS

Exceptional Care for your Baby and Toddler

OPEN HOUSE: Sat. May 13,  10 AM - 4 PM

Petting Zoo!
Baby Sign Language Class!

Organizing for the Busy Parent Class!

Tummy Time Workshop!
Tours throughout the day

462 West Broad Street Westfield, NJ
(908) 654-5900   www.JustBabiesDaycare.com

SPINELESS…Washington Elementary School Nurse Benedette Graf accepts a
model of the spine from Dr. Antonio Pugliese, a chiropractic physician in Westfield,
for use in the health classes. Fifth-grade students Joseph Salmon, Lily Sisto, and
Daniel Luzzi look on excitedly. Dr. Pugliese spoke to all fifth-grade classes, showing
them how to choose the right backpack, pack, lift and wear it correctly.

Concert to Benefit
Brearley Music Dept.

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Concert Band
and members of the David Brearley
High School Band will present a com-
bined fund-raising concert at 7:30
p.m. on Saturday, May 13.

The concert will be held at the high
school, located at 401 Monroe Av-
enue in Kenilworth. Tickets will be
available at the door at $5 per ticket.

This concert is being held to benefit
the Brearley Music Department in
purchasing sheet music and equip-
ment, as well as to fund band activities
during the year. Howard Toplansky,

author of Essentials of Bassoon Tech-
nique, directs the NJWA Concert Band.

 “Our repertoire consists of classical
pieces, jazz selections, popular music,
marches and show tunes. We appeal to
all musical tastes,” said Mr. Toplansky.

This performance will feature
Michel Legrand’s “Windmills of your
Mind” from the film The Thomas
Crown Affair, the ragtime selection
“Maple Leaf Rag” by Scott Joplin,
the “Hall of Fame March” by Joseph
Olivadoti, the “Fire Dance” by Eliot
Del Borgo, and the “Salute to the
Armed Forces” by Sweeney.
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Scotch Plains Revolution and Evolution,
 What was it like in Colonial Era? – Part One

By BROOKS CRANDALL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The  Times

Editor’s Note: This is the first part
of a four-part series on the history of
Scotch Plains.

On a trip to a family reunion, I
decided, much to my nuclear family’s
chagrin, to take a side pilgrimage to
my pastoral roots in Westerly, R.I. The
Crandall homestead still stands, with
the stoic, toothless and earthly Irving
Crandall still living in the house (the
11th generation to do so). I felt com-
pelled to have my offspring see the
weathered house, the family burial
ground, and surrounding land in its
open glory before it changes. To pay
off some back taxes, my cousin sev-
eral times removed, Irving, with no
children, was forced to deed the land
over to the Indians back in the early
90’s. Considering that the first Crandall
died fighting with the
Narragansett Indians
against the Massachusetts
Bay and Connecticut colo-
nists in The Great Swamp
Fight of 1675, it was more
fitting than one might
guess. So, when Irving
passes away, the land will
be forever changed.

As I was driving home
from the reunion on
Rahway Road, past one of
the blue historical marker
signs marking Terry Well, I
noticed for the first time
that the next two mailboxes
past the well had the Terry
surname painted on them. I
knew that the well dated
back to colonial times, and
it dawned on me that per-
haps, much like our family homestead,
nine or so generations of Terrys have
also lived on the land surrounding the
well. It made me wonder what Scotch
Plains was like hundreds of years ago.
How was it was settled, what has
changed, and what has remained the
same?

Most residents in town know of the
Stage House Inn, the “God’s Acre”
burial ground outside the Baptist
Church, and the Osborn Cannonball
House. However, most people prob-
ably do not know many other historic
sites in town that have the blue signs.
Being a weekend photojournalist, I
thought that it would be a fun project
to photograph many of these sites.

The next step was to bounce the idea
off of Horace Corbin, the publisher of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and
The Westfield Leader. Horace was the
visionary of the historical theme of
last year’s This Is Westfield annual
publication. Over a cup of coffee,
Horace said that I should not only take
some photos but take a stab at scribing
the article. I had that same queasy
feeling in my gut when I have a good
idea at work and the boss says, “That’s
good, now run with it.” You realize that

you just committed yourself to more
work than you had bargained for. My
heart said yes, but my calendar said
no. Like Edgar Allan Poe’s epic short
story “The Tell-Tale Heart,” I thought
I could hear my Blackberry calendar
beeping in its holster louder and louder.
In the end, I agreed, and Horace said to
contact Rick Bousquet, president ofthe
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Historical
Society, and co-author (with his wife
Suzanne) of the Images of America
series, “Scotch Plains and Fanwood.”

During our initial phone call, Rick
charged into the fascinating history
of Scotch Plains – the good, the bad,
and the ugly. Rick’s enthusiasm was
growing as he discussed the historic
places and people. Rick summed up
the history of Scotch Plains as fol-
lows: “The history of Scotch Plains is
a wonderful example of the growth of

our nation as reflected in a small
close-knit community. From the writ-
ing of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence through the Revolutionary War
and all of the wars which followed,
our humble community has made
important contributions in the forma-
tion of a great nation.”

Rick suggested that I read “Under
the Blue Hills – Scotch Plains, New
Jersey,” by Marion Nicholl Rawson.
Marion was born in 1878; her father
was Scotch Plains mayor in the late
1870s. In her book, published in 1956,
she describes the endless rural beauty
of the Scotch Plains of her youth and
adds her own sketches. There is a
tone of disappointment as she de-
scribes a rural village that melted into
the Watchung Mountains at the turn
of the 20th century and was dramati-
cally changed by Route 22 and the
housing developments of the 1950s.

Battle of Short Hills
Long before time-pressed soccer

moms were gunning their mini-vans
around town, before the first horseless
carriage paraded down Front Street,
before British cannon balls were fired
into the Osborne house during the

Battle of Short Hills, and even long
before the white man settled in what is
now the Scotch Plains in the 1600’s,
Scotch Plains was a tranquil home to
the Leni-Lenape ten centuries ago.
American perception of history is bi-
ased towards when the European set-
tlers came to the “New World.” That is,
it is hard for most Americans to visu-
alize history before four centuries ago.

The next time you ride down Martine
Avenue you can tell your kids that you
are traveling on what used to be an
ancient Indian trail called the Minesink
Trail, which went from the sea near
Shrewsbury up through Watching
Mountains to the Indian “council fire”
in the area known back then as
Minesink on the Delaware River.

Rick Bousquet told me that there
was a Native American settlement near
the Ashbrook Swamp and close near

the Minesink Trail. Rick,
Joe Liss (a life-long Scotch
Plains resident), and I
hiked into the Ashbrook
Preserve to look at the
settlement land of our
town’s Native American
forefathers. After a short
walk, Rick scraped the soil
and said this was Red Hill.
A 360-degree gaze
brought no signs of civili-
zation and a feeling that
perhaps I was seeing the
same unspoiled nature that
the Native Americans saw
many centuries ago.

Rick explained that there
were three reasons why
Native Americans settled
in this area. The area had a
source of fresh drinking

water, which also attracted game to the
area. Game represented a critical hunt-
ing resource for survival. These ani-
mals were like a walking Superstore of
today, providing meat, fur, and other
necessities. The last reason for choos-
ing this area has to do with geology. The
rocks in this area had a different min-
eral base, which was harder than most
of the clay-based rock we find in our
yards. This different, harder type of
mineral base was ideal for making tools
and weapons. Rick  added that the area
is thought to be the northern most point
of the New Jersey Pine Barrens.

Archeological digs have proved that
there was also a Native American settle-
ment near where the present day Stage
House Inn is located. One of the fasci-
nating things discovered after the un-
earthing of a repository of shells was
that the Native Americans were fond of
oysters. The oysters were from the
Raritan Bay. Next time you are at the
Stage House for a gourmet French din-
ner, ask your waiter for Amboy oysters
instead of Blue Points or Wellfleet and
see what reaction you get.

By all accounts, the early white
settlers got along well with the Native
American inhabitants. The Indians
shared knowledge of the land and
local crops, including corn and
squash, and even shared their shelters
with their new neighbors. The crops
brought from Europe would not grow
in America, and the generosity of
these men and women was vital to the
survival of the earliest colonists.

As payback, these settlers brought
with them the western land ownership
doctrine. The European concept of
land ownership was foreign to the
Native Americans, as they believed in
a Mother Earth philosophy in which
the earth and its vast resources are
respected and the land is shared. How
could someone own a part of the Earth?
Later, this fundamental cultural dif-
ference of land ownership was prob-
ably the root of the sometimes fatal
conflict between the Native Ameri-
cans and white men of the area.

These settlers struck land deals for
beads, furs, and trinkets, and a one-
way ticket into the oblivion of the
western land migration for the Native
Americans. It is sad that many of our
town’s forefathers, probably without
malice, but surely with western en-
titlement, were part of the story of
Indians being pushed off their native
soil. Marion Nicholl Rawson describes
seeing fires in the Watchung Moun-
tains when she was young that turned
out to be the “last Indian powwows”
and the end of Indians in the area of
Scotch Plains. The Leni-Lenape were
first pushed across the Delaware River
over into Pennsylvania. They were
finally forced to the Oklahoma Indian
reservations. Dr. Frank Esposito of
Kean University interviewed the last
living Leni-Lenape Indian to find out
more about how they lived.

COLONIAL SCOTCH PLAINS…An artist’s rendition of what
18th-century Scotch Plains looked like. The town, as well as many
others in Union County, was settled in the Colonial era and played
a role in the Revolutionary War.

Notable Homes Are Sights to Behold:
Friends of WSO Hold Annual Fundraiser

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — Last weekend, five local
families welcomed the public into their
extraordinary homes for the Friends
of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
22nd Annual Notable Homes Tour, a
fundraiser for the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO).

Volunteers cheerfully greeted ticket
holders at the front door of each resi-
dence and kept the self-guided tours
running smoothly by directing the
large crowds from room to room in an
orderly fashion. Interior designers
were also present at some locales and
were happy to answer questions and
discuss details with visitors.

Three homes on the tour were lo-
cated in Westfield, and while all three
were built in the early 1900s, each
featured completely different archi-
tectural characteristics and ap-
proaches to impeccable design.

French Provencal style was predomi-
nant in one Lawrence Avenue resi-
dence, which showcased sumptuous
French fabrics and antiques, a Limoges
collection and remarkable murals and
faux painting effects. An original stained
glass window graced the staircase land-
ing, and dramatic “before and after”
photos of the home’s renovations were
also displayed.

A second Lawrence Avenue resi-
dence was brimming with colonial
charm, featuring handsome Victorian-
era moldings, exquisite mantels, built-
in cabinetry and cozy painted bead-

board details. Custom floral, toile
and checked fabrics mingled with
new and antique furnishings, includ-
ing a circa 1769 antique dowry dish
closet in the center hall.

The stately Tidewater Virginia Co-
lonial on Tremont Avenue held sur-
prises for visitors. The ultra modern
interior expertly showcased striking
pieces of fine art, including one in
video form called “A Moment in Time,”
which immediately catches the eye
upon entering the center hall. Another
surprise awaited those stepping out-
side to view the spectacular gardens.
The rear of the property is actually
Astro Turf, which serves as a soccer
field for the homeowners’ children.

The only new home on the tour was
a sprawling European-style residence
on Gamble Road in Scotch Plains. The
attention to detail astounds in this Old
World interior, featuring Venetian plas-
ter walls, a limestone fireplace mantel
and surround and one-of-a-kind cus-
tom furnishings and fabrics. Most note-
worthy was the built-in dining room
breakfront, inspired by an 18th-century
French jewelry store façade. The center
doors appear to be part of the breakfront
but actually serve as entrance to the
expansive kitchen, featured in a recent
issue of Design New Jersey magazine.

Grandeur abounds in the exceptional
circa 1914 Georgian Revival mansion
located on Watchung Avenue in
Plainfield. The majestic, sweeping
three-story staircase was one that would
befit Scarlett O’Hara and the like in

their most regal ball gowns. Each room
featured historical treasures such as
old servant’s call box, original elevator
and icebox. Architectural marvels high-
lighted the breathtaking residence with
Gothic-style mahogany and glass
pocket doors flanking the center hall,
carved Queen Anne pediments and
arched entryways, towering Palladian
windows and intricate paneling, mold-
ings, and millwork on almost every
surface including the ceilings.

Visitors could also linger outside
the various residences to relish the
many enchanting trellises, gazebos,
Koi ponds, seating areas, and winding
paths bursting with countless blooms.

“We usually find the homes chosen
for the tour through word of mouth,”
said Lee Corcoran, of the Friends of the
WSO Notable Home Tour committee.

“It’s a community-wide collabora-
tion,” said committee member Myriam
Gabriel. “It brings together a lot of
people, including merchants, florists,
and landscapers. Everything is donated,
and proceeds go to the WSO for both
educational purposes and for the enjoy-
ment of the people in Union County.”

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIS OLD HOUSE…This circa 1914 Georgian Revival mansion in Plainfield was one of five extraordinary residences on
the Friends of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s 22nd Annual Notable Homes Tour.

EDUCATION FUND…On March 4, The Westfield Education Fund held its Wine
Tasting and Auction fundraiser. One of the auction items was an opportunity to
have lunch with Mayor Andy Skibitsky and tour the municipal offices. Shown,
from left to right behind the mayor, are Holden Ehrhart, Julia Penczak, Kevin
Anderson and Una Heinzerling. Cosimo’s Pizzeria provided lunch.

True Confessions of an
Internet Travel Junkie

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — I admit it,
I’m hooked. I have farewatcher pro-
grammed on Travelocity to track down
the cheapest airfare to my four favorite
vacation destinations. I check it regu-
larly and, just for fun, log on over to
Orbitz to do some comparison shop-
ping, even though the only place I plan
on visiting any time soon is my office.

I satisfy my fix for travel by living
vicariously through trip reports and
blogs and globetrotting in warp speed
without ever leaving the comfort of
my chair. Thankfully, I rarely get
tangled up in the World Wide Web –
where I hate getting lost, or worse,
wasting valuable time trying to get to
the “right” place on my crusades.
America Online’s travel message
boards are now accessible to every-
one at http://www.aol.com. By far
the easiest online site to navigate,
they’re as up to date as a pending
museum strike in Paris.

If you’re the type that believes half
the fun of taking a trip is planning it,
then log onto www.aol.com. Next, type
keyword “travel.” Scroll down to
“travel resources” and click on “com-
munity.” Voila! You’ve arrived. The
entire world is now at your fingertips,
neatly sorted into a roster of countries,
cruise lines and RV-speak. Get ready
to explore and maybe even conquer.

This is not your mother’s travel
agent. Less intimidating than a chat
room, where things can get uncom-
fortable, a message board forum al-
lows you to scroll through hundreds of
topics called “threads” listed in chro-
nological order. It’s here you’ll find
just what you’re looking for, or if not,
all you need do is ask. Travel questions
are answered faster than a “New York
minute” by those with first-hand
knowledge about a particular place.

Resident experts may include
expats living abroad, natives of a par-
ticular place, or frequent visitors who
can tell you anything you want to
know. Great restaurants, hotel rec-
ommendations suiting any budget,
safety tips, you name it, this is the
place to turn for the best travel advice
found in cyberspace. Want the cheap-
est or fastest way to get from the
airport to your hotel in Rome? How
about the name of a restaurant in St.
John with the best view? What about
that two-star hotel in Paris you’re
considering – is it a gem or a dump?
All answered from those who’ve been
there, done that. And these folks are
practically on call, 24-7.

Newbies and Lurkers and Trolls, oh

my. Of course, even in cyberspace,
there must be order. While an active
group of regular posters go to great
lengths to keep the message boards
intact, first-time visitors, aka
“newbies,” should proceed with cau-
tion. Many people simply remain con-
tent to read posts and gather informa-
tion, but rarely post publicly – and for
good reason. Trolls, many afflicted
with multiple screen-name personal-
ity disorders, love to stir the pot. Some
even fancy arguing – or agreeing –
with themselves, under numerous
aliases. While members helping mem-
bers is the object of the game, most
like to play nice–except sometimes
they don’t. The omnipresent screen
names do their best to keep the boards
in check and most love nothing more
than to help others plan a trip, sharing
from experience what they know (and
that can be a lot); gratuitously googling
the rest. Sometimes the commotion is
nothing more than a pleasant battle of
the wits, but on occasion, keystrokes
clash and things can turn ugly.

Unless you happen to be up for some
serious cyber-slashing or in a Jerry
Springer frame of mind, simply skip
these threads as you would an annoying
radio station. Eventually things return
to normal and on topic, with friendly
travel-related advice — like the latest
airfare sale to Europe, or the inevitable
question “what should I wear in Paris
so I don’t stand out like a tourist?” Oh,
the places you’ll go in cyberspace.

WHS World Language
Dept. Hosts Career Day

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) World Language De-
partment hosted Career Day on April 25.

Throughout the day, several pre-
senters, representing an assortment
of professional backgrounds, dis-
cussed the importance of world lan-
guages in their careers.

Students had an opportunity to lis-
ten and learn from individuals whose
knowledge and understanding of lan-
guage and culture are key to their
success in the professional world.
Included amongst the presenters were
representatives from all avenues of
the business world, including attor-
neys, research directors, CEOs, and
advertising directors.

The presenters were fluent in sev-
eral languages, including French,
Spanish, Italian, and Arabic.

WHS French teacher Marie-Laure
Hollander said, “All the presenters
enjoyed sharing their experiences with
our students. Students asked many
questions and were interested in learn-
ing about the many ways languages
can be used in such a variety of fields.
I believe that it reinforced their moti-
vation to pursue language learning.”

TAKE YOUR PARENT TO SCHOOL DAY…Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield recently held their annual Take Your Parent to School Day. Parents
were invited to spend a half hour touring their children’s classrooms, collaborat-
ing on small projects and enjoying some refreshments provided by the Franklin
PTO. Pictured is kindergartener Sarah Wasserman sharing her writing journal
with her mother, Donna Wasserman.
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Camp Director: Maggie McFadden • email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Westfield High School

9:00am to 12:00pm

732-873-5399

JUNE 26th to JUNE 29th, 2006

        Blue Devil

Fast Pitch Softball Camp
For Girls Grades 2–9

GOLF INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE
• Private Lessons
• Group Lessons
• Gift Certificates
• Video Swing Analysis

Call Derek McDonald PGA Teaching Professional.
Tel: 908 232 4288
• 2004 New Jersey PGA Assistant of the Year 
• Top 10 in New Jersey Player of the Year Award 2005

Echo Lake 
Country Club

derekmcdonald92@pga.com

“The only local camp
not held in a park”

JULY 10-14
JULY 24-28

2006 Raider Soccer Camp at

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

CAMP FEATURES:
Goal Keeper Training
Novice to Advanced

Ability Grouping

Indoor Facilities Available
Lunches & Drinks Available to Purchase

Safe & Secure Environment

HOURS: Grades 1-4:  9:00am-12:00am
Grades 5-11: 9:00am-3:00pm

DIRECTORS:
Tom Breznitsky: Head Boys’ Soccer Coach

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Pascal Clerigo: Brazilian Soccer Academy

Roger Bongaerts, Director: Dutch Soccer

TO CONTACT CAMP:
Please call: (908) 322-6102

Email: Raidercamp@comcast.net

www.spfraidersoccer.com

In Association with Brazilian Soccer Academy

and Dutch Soccer Academy

REGISTER EARLY!

ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED

Questions: 

Please Call Tony Piniat 908 757 8197 

 

Name: __________________________ 

Date of Birth: ____________  Age:_____ 

Address: __________________________ 

Phone: _______________________ 

Email: ________________________ 

Emergency Contact: 

________________________________ 

Medical Insurance Carrier:  

___________________________________ 

Policy # : ______________________ 

Shirt Size: ____________________ 

Parent Signature: 
__________________________ 

Please send registration and payment to: 

Tony Piniat 

c/o Cobras Fastpitch Summer Softball 
Camp 

7 Round Hill Road 

Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076 

COBRAS SUMMER SOFTBALL CAMP 

Registration 

Ages: 8 - 13  

Registration Deadline:  

June 15, 2006 

 

Location: 

Farley Softball Field Complex 

Farley Ave 

Scotch Plains 

COBRAS 
SUMMER 

SOFTBALL CAMP 

9 AM - 3:00 PM 

June 26 - June 29 2006 

Registration RequirementsRegistration Requirements 

Registration Fee:  

$180 (if paid AAFTER: May 15th) 

Early Registration Discounted Fee: $150 (if 

payment is received BEBEFORE May 15th) 

Proof of Medical Insurance 

Medical Release with Parents Signature 

CamCamp Coaching Staff Includes: 

Tony Piniat,  Head Coach, Cobras 18U Fastpitch National Softball 

Team. With more than 16 years coaching experience, in the past 

(4) years his 16U fastpitch team won the 2003 Garden State 

Parkway League Championship; qualified for & competed in both 

the 2004 & 2005 PONY Nationals; & 2006 TCS World Series. 

18U Cobras U Cobras NationaNational Softball Team 

CAMP HICAMP HIGHLIGHTSGHLIGHTS 

The Cobras summer softball camp will  
provide a softball player the opportunity to develop 

skills in: 

Infield & Outfield Play; Pitching; Catching; Bunting; 
Stealing; Base Running; Hitting techniques; Situational 

Ball Playing. 
Campers will use these skills in daily softball games. 

Each afternoon players will be organized into teams to 
play a softball game. 

 

June 29th: Pizza 

Ages: 8 - 13  

Make check payable to: SP PAL Cobras 

Payment on/before May 15th ($150)  

Payment afterafter May 15th ($180)  

ROBO, NEHEMIAH SET MEET TRIPLE JUMP RECORD

SP-F Raider Boys Grab First
In Union County Relay Meet

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kyle Rowbotham and Nehemiah
Burney-Porter, with a combined dis-
tance of 88’1”, set a new meet record
in the triple jump and helped lead the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys to win the Union County Track
and Field Relay championship at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield on May 6.
The Raider boys finished with a team
total of 102, grabbed first in six events
and received team points in 14 of the
16 events.

The ever-improving Union Catho-
lic Viking boys took top honors in one
event and finished fourth with 44
points, while the Westfield High
School boys won an event and placed
fifth with 43 points.

Rowbotham, who competed in four
events – three that placed first and
one that finished third – sailed a per-
sonal-best 46’7.5” in the triple jump.
With a meet-best 55.4, he teamed
with Tom Pennella (personal-best
57.7) and James Alfano to win the
intermediate hurdles with a time of
2:54.6.

Explaining his technique in the in-
termediates, Rowbotham said, “The
beginning is a full out sprint like the
regular 400 then, after the 200 point
when you start to die, you just have to
remember to keep your stride open,
go smooth over the hurdles and don’t
stutter step.”

As to Pennella’s motivation, he said,
“I told (coach Rich McGriff) if I ran
it under 58, he would buy me a Bliz-
zard from Dairy Queen.”

Burney-Porter, Alfano, Pennella
and Robotham, who ran 14.4 in the
anchor leg, beat out Rahway for first
in the shuttle hurdles with a time of
1:02.4. The foursome especially
wanted to win this event because, at
the Blue Devil Classic on April 15,
they won their heat but finished third
overall with Rahway nipping them
for second and Hunterdon Central
edging for first.

“I saw Tom gaining on his man.

That motivated me a lot. Once he got
to the break line, I didn’t want to do
bad on his time,” said Rowbotham.

“Kyle noticed before the race that
Rahway had their fast kids first, so I
knew we would be in a little bit of a
hole. We had to run our best race, stay
up between the hurdles, all basic fun-
damental stuff. We did! It was a total
team effort,” commented Alfano.

Raider sophomore Mike Alleman
led his group to top honors in the shot
put and the discus. Alleman, with a
meet-best 53’0.5”, John Badala at
46’7.5” and Anthony Nelson at

ANDERSON HRS, CUBA HRS; MURRAY, DBL, SINGLE

Baseball Cougars Capitalize
On Devils’ Mistakes, Win 5-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bungled opportunities on the part
of the Westfield High School base-
ball team opened the door for the
Cranford Cougars to grab a 5-3 vic-
tory in Westfield on May 3. The No.
10, 12-3 Cougars, however, capital-

ized on a key hit-and-run play, a sto-
len base and an error that set up addi-
tional runs.

The Cougars totaled 10 hits, in-
cluding an RBI double from Tom
Belden, who went 2-for-4 with three
RBI. Andy Ciencin went 2-for-3 with
two runs scored, Greg Van Horn went

2-for-4 with a run scored and Rob
Charma had an RBI single while Ja-
son Ingram and Jack Bender each
singled and scored a run.

Five of the 10-4 Blue Devils’ nine
hits were for extra bases, including
back-to-back home runs from Jay
Anderson (2-for-3, 1 RBI, 1 run) and
Brandon Cuba, respectively, in the
seventh inning. Catcher Mike Murray
whacked an RBI double and singled,
Craig Ellis doubled and scored a run
and Alex Zierler doubled. Jayshawn
King and Tom Ricciuti each singled.

Cranford mound ace John Feeley
yielded all nine of the Blue Devils’
hits, struck out three and walked none
to up his record to 5-0. After he was
tagged with leadoff back-to-back
homers in the seventh, Bender re-
lieved and got the save. Cuba started
on the mound for the Blue Devils,
allowed seven hits, four runs and three
walks while fanning one in four-and-
two-thirds innings. Peter Antonelli
came in with two outs in the fifth and
finished the game, allowing three hits,
one run and one walk, while striking
out two Cougars.

“Their pitcher pitched us well,
pitched us inside, outside. He gave us
problems. We had too little too late,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster.

Shortstop Ricciuti initiated a sec-
ond-to-first double play in the second
inning and Murray gunned down a
runner attempting to steal second in
the third inning. Cougar second

OLSSON, BOBYACK, CELIUS WIN LONG JUMP EVENT

Raider Track Girls Defend
Union County Relay Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Balanced efforts across the board
earned the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls track and field team
its second straight Union County re-
lay championship at Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield on May 6. The Raider
girls won three events and placed in
12 of the 16 events to total 68 points
and outdo the Union and Cranford
girls who tied for second at 49. Union
Catholic (Vikings) took fifth at 42
and Westfield was eighth at 37.5.

“This meet was very satisfying for

us. We feel a relay championship is
the best test of a good track team. It
rewards depth and balance rather than
having a few superstars,” said Raider
girls Head Coach Jeff Koegel who
also commented on the boys and girls
victory. “We won the two meets in
very different fashions: the boys came
out and won six events and took three
seconds, while the girls made a furi-
ous finish to score 30 points in the last
four events. When (boys Head Coach)
Rich (McGriff) and I walked onto the
bus, each with a trophy in hand, pan-
demonium broke loose. It was a nice

feeling.”
Living up to and even surpassing

expectations, Raiders Tina Olsson,
Amanda Bobyack and Natasha Celius
won the long jump event with a com-
bined distance of 49’4.75”. Bobyack,
the UC champion in the long jump
the past two years, recently has come
off a knee injury to leap 16’4”. Celius
had a leap of 16’0.5” and Olsson, a
sophomore, had the best leap in the
meet at 17’0.25”.

“I am extremely happy and relieved.
Last year, I was 15’3” or something
like that,” said Olsson.

Olsson teamed up with Samantha

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY TIGHT DISTANCE MEDLEY RELAY…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella, front, overtakes Cranford’s Joe McKenny, middle,
and Union Catholic’s Brian Guterl, left, after his first lap of the distance medley relay. McKenney put on a late kick to win.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TURNING A DOUBLE PLAY…Blue Devil shortstop Tom Ricciuti tags second
and throws to first to turn a double play in the second inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHAMPS IN THE LONG JUMP…Raiders Tina Olsson, left, Amanda Bobyack,
center, and Natasha Celius won the long jump event with a combined distance
of 49’4.75”.
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On the way back from an Al Stewart
concert last week at the Forum Theatre
in Metuchen, I stopped for a drink —
these days, that would be a Berries &
Cream Dr Pepper — at the Langhorne
(Pa.) 7-Eleven.

The overnight guy there is a quirky
middle-ager who plays golf all day and
listens to his Rick Nelson, Frank Sinatra
and Four Seasons CD’s all night while
getting paid to mind the store. Not a bad
gig (except for the golf part).

So I’m paying for the soda and I look
over behind the counter and see these
two tan envelopes. I’ve seen them be-
fore. I ask him, “Are those APBA cards?”
He says, “Yes, do you play APBA too?
I’ve been playing for years.” One of the
two packs he has is the 1968 Los Ange-
les Dodgers, including WHS graduate
Jeff Torborg. I say, “This guy went to
my high school!”

APBA cards were mathematically
computed to produce the kind of num-
bers a player had actually produced on
the field the year before. Looking at
Jeff’s card, and remembering the game’s
numbers from the thousands of APBA
games I’d played, it was obvious the
previous season had not been a good one
offensively for the WHS graduate.

But still, seeing the cards brought
back a flood of memories, of APBA
baseball, football, golf, bowling, and
horse racing (never got into the basket-
ball and hockey games), of summers
spent on my porch or in John Schneider’s
kitchen alcove, replaying the entire Yan-
kees season from the previous year (he
was always the Yankees, I was the oppo-
nent, using the actual lineups from old
Sporting News pages).

Back in those days of long ago, table
games were quite the rage. In a way, I
guess APBA and Strat-O-Matic were
sort of a precursor to the current Fantasy
Leagues, or Rotissiere. And you were
either “Aapbah” or you were “Strat” …
nobody was both. At my end of Embree
Crescent, APBA was king, while Bill
Dlouhy was a Strat guy at the other end.

It was like “Real Draft or Lite” (why
would anybody drink Lite?), vinyl or
compact disc (that’s a tough one to call),
Rory or Paris on the Gilmore Girls
(hahaha, who is Rory?). And I was, and
still am, an APBA guy; even been to the
company’s in Lancaster, Pa., building a
couple of times.

It’s been 45 years since my first APBA
purchase, but I can still remember wait-
ing at the mailbox every six months
when — as a former buyer of the game
— I would receive the “rosters” of the
players selected for that year’s baseball
or football games. Not every player made
the “final roster” though I forget the
numbers now I think it was 20 baseball
players and maybe 33 in football.

But the cards’ numbers — sadly, per-
haps — have never left my head. You
played with two die, a big red one and a
tiny white one. The red die counted first,
so a red four and a white two was “42”

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

APBA vs. Strat-O-Matic?
You Were One or the Other

and you’d look at the batter’s card and
then to the corresponding base-situation
board to see the result. Boxcars — 66 —
was generally a home run, though for a
guy like Mickey Mantle both 11 and 33
were also good chances for a homer.
Basically, the best numbers, in order,
were 66, 11, 33, 22, 44, 55, 15, 25, 35, 31,
51 and maybe 42. Those were the “hit”
numbers, but my favorite number was
53, which is when errors and all kinds of
things could happen on the “rare play
board,” including rain delays, injuries,
players ejected for arguing and every
play imaginable.

When I saw Jeff Torborg’s card had a 13
(always a strikeout) at the normally decent
die number 35, I knew he was a defensive
whiz that year. Current WHS catcher Mike
Murray would likely have a 9 (usually a
single) or maybe 14 (walk) at 35.

Even well into my 30s, APBA was
still big in my life. We had an APBA
baseball league where I worked (my
team included Manny Sanguillen at
catcher, Steve Garvey at first, Dave Cash
at second, Rick Burleson at short, Mike
Schmidt at third and an outfield of Carl
Yastrzemski, Rick Monday and Reggie
Smith). We often stayed after work until
4 or 5 in the morning to play, and my
Crimson Tide finished second to Dan
Castellano’s team. We also had a 36-
man match-play golf tournament with
complete brackets (sorry, no Michelle
Wie exemption here).

Good times, good times. And seeing
those APBA cards at the 7-Eleven after
hearing Al Stewart sing “Time Passages”
was definitely a cool trip back in time.

DEN TRIVIA
Name the two WHS boys tennis

coaches who did not win the Union
County Tournament in their first year.

A MEMORABLE DAY
Monday was a day that will long be
remembered by Bob Brewster and Mike
Murray. Brewster, in his 24th season as
the head baseball coach at WHS, picked
up victory No. 400 during a rout of
Malcolm X Shabazz at Newark’s
Weequahic Park. Brewster is the first
WHS coach in any sport to post 400
victories.

And Murray slugged a pair of home
runs in the game, giving him seven on
the season and 18 for his career. That
makes him the all-time all-gender HR
leader at WHS, surpassing the 17 ca-
reer home runs of softballer Sarah
Cozewith, who still has the all-gender
single-season mark of 11, hit in 1986.

George Kapner (boys tennis) and
Mike Tirone (bowling) each surpassed
300 career victories this year. Ed Tirone
(223, girls tennis) and Bev Torok (200,
volleyball) are next among active WHS
coaches.

MORE HIGH FIVES
This week we’ll take a break from

WHS sports, and rate the top five New
Jersey hot dog places that The Den has
visited (sorry, haven’t been to Rutt’s
Hutt in Clifton or Syd’s in Union).

1. Max’s, Long Branch. No. 1 for, at
least, the past 55 years, at least!

2. Hot Dog Johnny’s, Buttzville. Well
worth the long ride out Route 46 near
the Delaware Water Gap.

3. Toby’s Cup, Lopatcong. The build-
ing is the size of the Jolly Trolley’s
men’s room, but the dogs are great,
served P’burg style with a dill pickle
wedge stuffed next to the dog.

4. Galloping Hill, Union. It’s in
Union, at Five Points, but still a worth-
while stop.

5. (tie) Hiram’s, Fort Lee. In the
shadow of the George Washington
Bridge, and finally out of the shadow of
down-the-street rival Callahan’s
(closed).

5. (tie) Charlie’s Pool Room, Alpha.
Talk about a hidden treasure, just south
of Phillipsburg off Rt. 519.

Next week: the top five WHS baseball
infields (c, 1b, 2b, 3b, ss) of all-time.

SPRING READING
You don’t have to be Jack Martin or

Jeff Perrella to enjoy “The Perfect Mile”
by Neal Bascomb. It’s an amazing book
centering on 1954, when three men —
England’s Roger Bannister, Australia’s
John Landy and America’s Wes Santee
— battled to become the first human to
run a mile in less than four minutes.
Hundreds and thousands have run sub-
4:00-minute miles in the 50 years since
Bannister, the ultimate amateur, first
broke the mark. But in 1954, it was an
almost unimaginable barrier. And you
don’t have to be a runner to enjoy this
book as it chronicles what the three run-
ners went through on three continents.

Another awesome read is “Flag of Our
Fathers” by James Bradley. It’s about the
famous photo of six marines putting up
the American flag at Iwo Jima in 1945. If
you want to know about World War II, or
if you had a father who was in the Ma-
rines, or any branch of the service, this is
an absolute must-read. Clint Eastwood is
directing a movie about the book’s sub-
ject, due out Aug. 4. Expect that to be the
year’s best movie.

JUST WONDERING
Why would losses in baseball and

softball on the same day to Scotch Plains
make me suicidal, but losses in baseball
and softball on the same day to Cranford
is just a bad day?

SWIMMING T-SHIRTS
If you’d like a Westfield Swimming T-

shirt for the 2006 season, there are still a
limited number (sizes L and XL) avail-
able. Contact me at the email address
below. They are $20 and very cool.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Tony Berardo (finished second to

Pingry in 1976) and George Kapner
(second to SP-F in 1991). Both are mem-
bers of the WHS “300 Win Club.”

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions, story ideas or
trivia questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

MINEO GETS 3 HITS, 3 RBI; ESPERON RAPS WINNER

Viking Nine Win in Seventh,
Rock Raiders, 9-8, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two rival teams refusing to lose
usually results in a dramatic ending.
And that is what happened when Tony
LaRocca scored on Chris Esperon’s
smash to centerfield in the bottom of
the seventh to give the eighth-seeded
Union Catholic High School baseball
team a knee-shaking, 9-8, victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the first
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment inside the vault at Scotch Plains
on May 6.

“There is no quit in this team. We got
off to a nice early lead. They came back,
scored a couple of runs on us but the
Vikings didn’t pack it in and we were
able to manufacture a couple of runs
when we needed to down the stretch,”
said Viking Head Coach Jim Reagan Jr.

Union Catholic took a 1-0 lead in
the bottom of the first when leadoff
hitter Matt Oliveto delivered a mon-
strous homer. In the second, the 12-5
Vikings went on a three-run roll. Phil
D’Epolito yanked a single and scored
on a double by Steven D’Angelo.
Next, Bobby McGuire hit a blooper
and swiped a bag. LaRocca stepped
to the plate and yanked an RBI single
to right boosting the score to 4-0.

Viking starter D’Angelo (5-2) ef-
fectively held the 9-8 Raider offense
to one hit (a single by John Mineo),
struck out three and walked one in the
first three innings but the Raiders

rumbled with two runs in the top of
the fourth. Jeff Bell walked, James
Dinizo jolted a ground-rule double to
left and Mineo bashed a two-run siz-
zler past first. In the bottom of the
inning, however, the Vikings were
awarded two runs on three errors to
regain a four-run advantage.

The Raiders retaliated in the fifth
with three runs to make the score, 6-
5. Bayard singled, Mike Rusin
doubled and Bell lifted an RBI sacri-
fice fly. Rusin then scored on an in-
field error and Mineo walked on four
pitches to load’ em up. Viking An-
thony Marsal came in to relieve and
gave up an RBI single to Mineo.

“My out pitch was my curve ball and
later in the game my fastball just lost all
it’s gas and that’s when they started to
jump all over me,” said D’Angelo. “Our
defense was strong and we never backed
down. It’s a great win and the whole
team is proud about it.”

The momentum played itself out in
the sixth. After Dave Belford poked a
single and Chris Kolb punched a sac-
rifice bunt, Bayard hammered an RBI
triple to right center and Rusin yanked
an RBI single to put the Raiders out in
front, 7-6.

The Vikes added two runs in the
bottom of the sixth. Esperon got hit
with a pitch and Mike Honeymar
reached first on a bobble. D’Epolito
and D’Angelo each followed with
RBI singles.

In the seventh, the Raiders had a
chance to stir up some real action
when Dinizo took a shot to the head,
knocking his helmet to the ground.
Two bases-on-balls later Belford
drilled a sacrifice fly that tied the
contest at eight. In the bottom of the
inning, Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock called on relief pitcher
Belford. Bobby McGuire poked a
roller that was handled by Bayard
and Matt Oliveto smashed a pitch
back at Belford who fielded his posi-
tion well for the second out. LaRocca
and Whittemore each punched singles
and Esperon nailed a ground-rule
double bringing in the winning run.

“They did a very good job pitching
to me. I couldn’t get anything to hit
but in big situations I have a knack of
coming through in the clutch,” said
Esperon.

“We made some mistakes through-
out the game. Give credit to Union
Catholic. They capitalized every time
we made a mistake,” said coach
Baylock. “Johnny (Mineo) struggled
a little bit but he battled well enough
to keep himself in the game. Decker
came in did a good job and kept us
where we had to be. Our bats came
alive for a couple of innings where we
actually took the lead. They didn’t
make any mistakes in the field and
they made the plays.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 232 1 8
Union Catholic 130 202 1 9

CRANFORD $629,500 FANWOOD $399,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $527,000 WESTFIELD $749,500

MOUNTAINSIDE $999,995

WESTFIELD $479,900

Top location!  Very nice 3 Bedroom, 1.5 bath Colonial in very good
condition.  Two fireplaces, wood floors, Eat-In Kitchen, large Family
Room, new windows and a new gas furnace make this a home not
to miss!

Best value in town!  Two blocks from train/bus and across from
LaGrande Park, this home boasts an updated Eat-In Kitchen and
bath, central air conditioning, hardwood floors, new furnace and
HWH and is freshly painted.  Just bring your bags!

Move-in condition home with large, newer Eat-In Kitchen, crown
molding in Living Room and Formal Dining Room, good-sized
Bedrooms, central air conditioning and gas forced air heat.  Up-
dates include roof, windows, siding and HWH.  Close to many
conveniences.

The possibilities are endless with ample room for all.  This spacious
Colonial can be a Mother/Daughter or related family and is cur-
rently a 2-Family offering two floors with Living Room, Formal Din-
ing Room, Eat-In Kitchen, 2 Bedrooms and full bath, central air
conditioning, 2-car garage and enclosed porch.

Charming 3 Bedroom 2 bath Colonial is just blocks from town and
train.  All original wood with updates that include a newer roof,
furnace, siding, plumbing and electric.  Living Room has a fireplace
and there is a walk-up attic.  Don’t miss this one.

Gracious Custom home in premier location offers 5 bedrooms, Great
Room, Library, Family Room, Master Bedroom suite, 2 full and 2
half baths, 3 fireplaces, 2-car garage, central air conditioning, deck,
professionally landscaped and so much more!

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ASSAULT ON A BATTER…Raider catcher James Dinizo had his bell rung when the ball hit him in the head knocking off
his helmet. Dinizo smacked a ground rule double earlier in the game.
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FLANNERY GETS 3 HITS; URCIVOLI, OLSEN DOUBLE

Cranford Lady Cougars Jolt
Blue Devil Softball Girls, 5-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Waiting for an opportunity, the
Cranford Cougars’ offense took ad-
vantage with three runs, including
two unearned, in the fourth inning to
grab a 5-1 victory over the 7-7
Westfield High School softball team
in Cranford on May 3.

Blue Devil starting pitcher Lind-
say Brown worked four innings, al-
lowed four runs on four hits, walked
two and tamed five Cougars. Fresh-
man Alyson Moskowitz tossed two
innings of relief, allowed one run on
two hits and struck out three. Cougar
Elena Morge held the Blue Devils to
five hits while striking out seven and
walking one.

“I was really disappointed because
we started out very sharp, played a
good game, playing the D, getting the
hits, getting the base runners but then
we just crumbled. Unfortunately, we
beat ourselves again,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Tara Pignoli. “Our lineup
has been changing very frequently
because we really have not achieved
the mix yet that clicks and I will
continue changing things until I find
what works. I pulled up a couple of
ninth graders and they are doing a

nice job. Aly Moskowitz did a fantas-
tic job, coming into the game late,
and really shut them down. There was
that one passed ball where they scored
the run but that was it. We played a
good game up to a point but we just
didn’t finish the job putting seven
innings together.”

Blue Devil Mary Kate Flannery
had a multi-hit game. Jillian Olsen
whacked a double and Jen Urcivoli
spanked an RBI double. Defensively,
second baseman Kim Townsend made
a two nice sliding scoops, Brown also
fired to LaSpata at first in time to cut
down the runner and third baseman
Erin Scialabba executed two nice
defensive plays.

Cranford took a 1-0 lead in the first
on a two-out single by Katherine Van
Benscholden and a RBI double from
Morge. Westfield answered with a
run in the third when Olsen rifled a
two-out double to center and scored
on Urciuoli’s double to left.

The 11-3 Cougars broke it loose
with three runs in the bottom of the
fourth. Van Benscholden banged a
solo home run to center. Cranford
loaded the bags off a double and two
free passes then took advantage on
back-to-back miscues to take a 4-1

lead. In the fifth, Van Benscholden
tapped a leadoff single. Pignoli
brought in Moskowitz to face Morge
who responded with a double. After
striking out the next batter, Van
Benscholden took advantage of a good
lead then scooted home safely on the
overthrow to Olsen. In the sixth,
Moskowitz settled down two Cou-
gars with strikeouts.

“I throw a lot of curve balls and
risers. I was nervous coming in but I
like the competition. This is my first
varsity game. I really did well, I
thought,” said the smiling Moskowitz.

“I have a lot of confidence in our
pitchers and their ability to keep hit-
ters off-balance and throw hard and
(they are) not afraid to throw strikes,”
said catcher Olsen. “We have played
well but we need to put everything
together and I think we will be able to
do that for counties and states.”

“We’re a strong team and our record
certainly does not reflect how we are
as a team,” added Flannery. “We have
a pretty solid defense and have strong
hitting. We just need timelier hitting
and string them together. I think we
are going to surprise a lot of people.”
Westfield 001 000 0 1
Cranford 100 310 x 5

MAINS SINGLES TWICE, RBI, GUNS DOWN RUNNER

No. 15 JFK Mustangs Topple
Softball Raiders in 7th, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two highly touted teams with im-
pressive won-loss records, featuring
two strong pitchers, met face-to-face
at Merrill Park in Iselin but there
could be only one winner. The host-
ing Iselin Kennedy Mustangs scored
three runs in the sixth inning and the
winning run in the bottom of the
seventh to singe the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team,
4-3, on May 5.

Raider pitcher Elaine Piniat allowed
eight hits, including a triple and a
double, walked two and struck out
five. Mustang pitcher Kaitlyn Corica
recorded four strikeouts, walked one
and allowed seven hits, including a
double in the third inning to Kelli
Kaskiw, who also made a fine run-
ning catch in centerfield in the sec-
ond inning.

Piniat was riding high for five score-
less innings, yielding two hits and a
walk, while her team gave her a 3-0
cushion but the 15-3 Mustangs ag-
gressively kicked up their heels with
four hits, including an RBI double
from Becky Castellucci, and capital-

ized on a walk and an overthrow that
hopped out of play to tie the score in
the sixth. The game-winning oppor-
tunity knocked in the seventh when
Christine Parker tapped a leadoff
single, Ashley Bertot (2-for-4) fol-
lowed with a bunt single and Carly
Jimenez’s slow grounder caused con-

fusion at second that resulted in a
throwing error and Parker alertly gal-
loping home with the winning run.

Raider catcher Lauren Mains (2-
for-3, RBI, run scored) inflicted dam-
age on the Mustangs offensively and
defensively. After Nicole Colineri (2-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SERVING UP THE HEAT…Freshman pitcher Blue Devil Alyson Moskowitz impressed in her first varsity game tamed
three Cougars in two innings of relief.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILING THE MUSTANG AT HOME…Raider catcher Lauren Mains put the tag on Mustang Ashley Bertot in the fourth
inning at Merrill Park in Iselin.

WESTFIELD
This lovely home is on an oversized corner lot and features a brand new eat-in kitchen, 2 new baths, a ground level family
room plus a fully finished basement recreation room.  Dining room, large living room, 3 bedrooms, all with gleaming
hardwood floors.  Everything has been newly painted.  A double-width driveway opens to a built-in garage, and there’s a
sizeable fenced yard with patio for spring and summer fun.  DIR: Rahway Ave. to Doris Pkwy. #50  (052000921)

MOUNTAINSIDE Open House: Sun. 5/14  1-5PM

Open House: Sun. 5/14  1-5PM $569,000

$699,000

The perfect Mother’s day gift!  Classic Colonial redesigned from the foundation up.  Yes it has spacious rooms, 5 bedrooms,
2 ½ baths, hardwood floors accented with walnut, granite tile in the kitchen to complement cherry cabinets & granite
counters all warmed by the sun from the nine foot arched window.  Wander down stairs to your family room, wrapped in
Tennessee River stone and your private spa/cedar lined sauna.  Head upstairs to the master bath, light the dual sided
fireplace, turn on the Jacuzzi, dim the lights and let the days cares melt away as you watch the flames dance on the glass.
This is a gift MOM won’t return!  DIR: Mountain Ave. to Westfield Rd. rt onto Nicholl Ave. #2052 (052000994)

Open House: Sun. 5/14  1-5PMSCOTCH PLAINS $849,900

Center Hall Colonial in pristine condition.  Large entry foyer with slate floor, 4 bedrooms and 3 ½ baths provide plenty
of room.  This home also features a formal dining room w/built in corner cupboards, CAC, refinished hardwood floors
& recessed lighting, an au pair suite with full bath in the finished basement, a 1st floor laundry room and a bright 1st

floor family room with a wood burning fireplace.  Many recent updates including an expanded deck with Tiki bar.  DIR:
Mountain Ave. to New Providence Rd. #120  (052000NEW)

Pristine 3 bedroom, 2 bath Colonial built in the 1920’s and renovated in the late 1990’s.  Situated on a tranquil tree
lined street, this home includes a large country kitchen w/den & adjacent laundry area, enhanced by beautiful
hardwood floors and a wood-burning fireplace in the living room.  Finished rec. room plus an office and workshop
complete the basement.  DIR: Mountain Ave. to William St. #432 (052000653)

Open House: Sun. 5/14  1-5PMSCOTCH PLAINS $469,900
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No. 15 JFK Mustangs Topple
Softball Raiders in 7th, 4-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

WYTENUS STROKES 2 RBI, MCCLINTOCK GETS 2 HITS

Park Lady Panthers Pounce
U.C. Viking Softballers, 6-2

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Katie Bundy and Brittany Stromko
each drove in two runs to pace Roselle
Park to a 6-2 victory over the Union
Catholic High School girls’ softball
team in Scotch Plains on May 4.
Viking Nicole Caravano, a right-
hander, threw an 11-hitter and sat
down four Panthers while awarding
two free passes. Park’s pitcher Bundy
held the Vikings to five hits and struck
out five with no walks.

“Overall we played decently. We’re
just not coming out on the right end of
the win. However, we definitely need
to get our sticks going. We haven’t
been able to put runs on the board, so
the main thing is hit the ball while
keying better on our defensive end to
even things out. We had some bad
base running on our part, that along
with maybe a call here or two going
our way might of turned this game
around,” said Viking Head Coach Ed
Ryan.

The Panthers chipped off a run in
the first when Liz Lautenbach and
Brandy Guarnaccio both singled and
Bundy ripped an RBI single. Further
damage was halted on three outstand-
ing defensive plays by centerfielder

Michelle Simpson, leftfielder Mel-
issa McClintock and second baseman
Angela Belotta.

The Vikings took a 2-1 lead in the
bottom of the inning. Angela Sessa
bopped a one-hopper through the
middle, Nikki Palumbo beat out the
throw at first and moved to second on
an overthrow. Both runners scored
when Wytenus unloaded a shot to
center, blazed around the bags and
slid under the Panther tag at the plate.
Wytenus, however, was called out on
a fine relay at the plate.

The 10-8 Panthers evened the score
in the second when Lautenbach
singled and scored on a fly ball sacri-
fice by Guarnaccio. The 7-6 Vikings
spotted the Panthers a run in the fourth
when Melinda Deriole collected a
single, swiped a bag and scored on an
overthrow.

Both teams went down silently in
the fifth and sixth inning until the
Panthers resounded with three runs
off a walk, a single by Guarnaccio, a
run scoring single by Bundy and a
two-run double off the stick of
Stromko.

Although not totally pleased with
her performance, Caravano battled
hard to keep the Panthers in check.

“Right now, I’m throwing inside-out-
side, curve balls and we’re working
on off-speed,” said Caravano. “It’s a
team effort. It’s not all always just
about pitching. Assistant coach Katie
Matthews is always there to help me
keep my focus and, when I’m down,
my team is just ready behind me. It’s
zero-zero record going into the coun-
ties. We need to come back, hit, field
and hold down the errors that are
hurting us.”
Roselle Park 110 100 3 6
Union Catholic 200 000 0 2

Blue Devil Golfers Beat
SP-F Raiders, 164-176
The Westfield High School golf

team extended its season record to
17-0 and its regular-season win streak
to 57 with a 164-176 victory over
rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood on holes
one-through-nine at Echo Lake Coun-
try Club in Westfield on May 4.

Blue Devil sophomore Dan
Liebowitz kept a steady pace and
came in with the best round of two-
over par 38. Raider senior Jack Davis
and Blue Devil sophomore Nick
LiVolsi each finished with a 41 and
Blue Devil senior Jimmy Arbes shot
a round of 42. Blue Devil Caroline
Steller had a fine round of 43 while
Raiders Chris Cooper and Brian Pak
each shot 44 and Clayton Balch came
in with a 47.

The Blue Devils and the 9-3 Raid-
ers, along with Oratory Prep and New

Providence appear to be the favorites
for the Union County Tournament
(UCT) held at Echo Lake today, be-
ginning at 1 p.m. Last year, the Blue
Devils were denied their fourth
straight UCT title when Cranford shot
a combined score of 322 to the Blue
Devils’ 327.

Last year, Blue Devil Ryan
Shallcross, who has since graduated,
won his third UCT title but All-Stater
Arbes, who won his second straight
Watchung Conference crown a few
weeks ago, will be among the favor-
ites to take individual top honors.
New Providence Pioneer Tyler Kitson,
who won the UCT in 2004, Stephen
Suarez of Oratory, who was second
last year, Raider Davis and Governor
Livingston’s David Chung appear to
be Arbes’ stiffest competition.

for-3, 1 run scored) led off the first
with a single and sped to second on
Melissa Sette’s bunt, Mains drilled
an RBI single to leftfield. She also
gunned down a runner attempting to
steal in the third inning and added a
few back pick attempts to first to keep
the runners honest.

“She is a great person. She’s not
mental. She laughs and jokes on the
bench then she goes in and plays a
game like that. She reacts,” Raider
Head Coach Kelli Covert said of
Mains. “There’s God given talent.
She uses it well.”

The 14-3 Raiders took a 2-0 lead in
the third when Stephanie Goines
reached safely on an error, moved to
third when Colineri’s single to center
caused an overthrow and scored on
Sette’s grounder to shortstop. Lauren
Benovengo added a single in the
fourth, but was stranded on first.

The Mustangs displayed an aggres-
sive style in the fourth when Bertot
tripled to left then later attempted to
score on a come backer to the mound
but Piniat fired to Mains, who guarded
the plate well and recorded the out.

Mains got the ball rolling in the top
of the sixth with a solid single to
center. Piniat followed with a single
to center that was mishandled, allow-
ing Mains to score.

“Today, we played pretty aggres-
sively. There were things I wanted
some of the girls to do as base runners
that they didn’t do,” said Mustang
Head Coach Nancy Cuntala. “We have
been struggling to score runs. Four
out of our last five games we scored a
total of three runs and actually won
two of them, so we have been getting
very good pitching except for the loss
we had the other day. Knowing that

we are struggling to score, you try to
move people along and make them
field the ball and create a mistake.”

“I think we were pretty evenly
matched coming in. I wasn’t particu-
larly happy with our play. I don’t
think we played poorly but we need
to play better. We were hitting. I
couldn’t pinpoint one thing today,”
said coach Covert. “They had legiti-
mate hits. When they get those, we’ve
got to come back. If we are going to
continue moving up and forward, we
are going to have to step up a little
bit.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 101 001 0 3
Iselin Kennedy 000 003 1 4

www.goleader.com

WF Lax Club to Host
4th Annual Lax Day
The Westfield Lacrosse Club will

host the 4th annual Lacrosse Day
on Saturday, May 20, at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, 301 Clark
Street. The activities, running from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., will include
games, skill tests, music and guest
appearances.

Sports Illustrated calls lacrosse
“the fastest growing game in the
U.S. at every level.” This growth is
reflected in the number of children
involved in Westfield lacrosse this
season – over 500 boys and girls are
currently playing.

Check out the action on May 20
to see what all the talk is about.
For further information on La-
crosse Day or the Westfield La-
crosse Club visit http://
www.westfieldlacrosse.com.

Fanwood… Charming Cape Cod home, beautifully decorated 
and freshly painted inside. With a formal living room, eat-in 
country kitchen, four spacious bedrooms, two full baths, a newly 
finished basement recreation room,CAC, deck, attached garage. 
All of this and on a lovely street close to schools, town and NYC train. 
 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
              

      Patricia “Pat” Plante 
          Broker/Sales Associate 

    Direct Dial: (908) 233-2162 

          

 

 
     600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090   

                          (908) 233-0065 

      Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield
Offered at $2,595,000

Majestic colonial with 13 rooms; 5 Bedrooms, 4 full and 2
half Baths. Three main rooms have French doors to courtyard
overlooking terraced rear yard. Gourmet Eat in Kitchen has
granite countertops, center island, leaded glass cherry cabinetry
and premium brand appliances. Second floor hosts an
expansive Master Bedroom Suite with walk-in closet and Bath.
Fabulously landscaped and professionally lit grounds on a
136x255’ lot. WSF0896

Westfield
Offered at $1,495,000

Stunning custom home inspired by modernist and minimalist
movements. Cool slate flooring throughout first level. Dramatic
two-story LR w/sunken conversation area, floor-to-ceiling windows
and 2-sided fpl. Streamlined Eat-in Kitchen services both intimate
and large-scale entertaining. Central atrium w/mature Japanese
maple. Four BR upstairs connected by a catwalk. Master Bedroom
Suite offers full Bath flanked by twin dressing areas and fab closets.
Finished Basement with Home Office. WSF0064

Westfield
Offered at  $1,999,900

Regal 13-room estate w/5 Bedrooms, 5.2 Baths. Gracious entrance
foyer flanked by formal Dining and Living Rooms with large marble
fireplace. Sunroom, central Study. EIK w/center island and
abundant amenities. Separate wing w/Laundry, Powder Room,
attached 3-car garage. Finished Basement w/full Bath. Sprawling
private Master wing w/endless Bath and closet space. Fab property
w/ brick wall and observatory marks enchanting entryway. 3 blocks
from NYC transportation. WSF0030

Marie Wojcik
• Top Lister Month of April
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Marie Wojcik
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Marie Wojcik in, and she’ll bring results!

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOTS OF ACTION AT HOME…Viking Michelle Simpson pounded a double
then sped home only to get tagged out in the nick of time. in the game against the
Roselle Park Panthers

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
TEEING OFF…Blue Devil Jimmy
Arbes tees off against the Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THE FAVORITES…Blue Devil All-State golfer Jimmy Arbes will be one
of the favorites to take top individual honors at the Union County Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO GET THE TAG…Raider third baseman Nicole Colineri puts
the tag on a Mustang but it is a little too late.
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SP-F Raider Boys Capture First Place
In Union County Track & Field Relays

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

SP-F Raider Girls Win Second Straight
Union County Track & Field Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-0065

Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated.

Marjorie Brown
Sales Associate

908-233-8102
margorie-brown@burgdorff.com

Joyce Taylor
Sales Associate
908-233-6417
joyce-taylor@burgdorff.com

Extraordinary Agents. Dramatic Results.

Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of
“Anticipating the needs of our clients

and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

TWO STELLAR AGENTS

43’3.5” totaled 142’11.5” in the shot
put. Alleman (131’7”), Badala and
Matt Hazell combined for 378’6” in
the discus.

“It’s good having Anthony. He’s a
really good third man. A lot of teams
don’t have a good third man like
him,” said Alleman.

Raiders Dan Sapienza, Martin
Sweeney, Josh Zinman (4:38 per-

sonal-best) and Adam Biner crossed
first in the 4x1600 meters with a time
of 19:03.4. The Blue Devils finished
fourth at 19:48.1. Burney-Porter, with
a leap of 19’11”, helped the Raiders

get second in the long jump with a
distance of 58’9” followed by Blue
Devils Rich Scialabba, Marcus Allen
Graham and Adam Bergo with a dis-
tance of 58’3.5”.

Scialabba, Tyler Maccubbin and
Bergo combined to win the high jump
with a height of 17’2”. Raiders
Pennella and Max Carow placed sec-
ond in the pole vault with a height of

24’6”. The Blue Devils
tied Governor Livingston
for fourth with a height
of 22’6”. Raiders Badala,
Greg Brand and Joe
Jacobi also placed sec-
ond in the javelin with a
distance of 407’7”.

In a very tightly con-
tested distance medley
relay, Blue Devils Kris
Kagan, Maccubbin, John
Gagliano and Jeff
Perrella finished second
with a time of 10:39.4 to
rival Cranford (10:38.9).
Perrella was actually in
the sixth position about
50 meters behind the
leader when he got the
baton. He made up the
entire distance within the
first lap but his increased
initial speed may have
taken a toll for the re-
maining three laps. Vi-
kings Mike Sprague

(3:19.5), James Pierce (52.4), Ryan
Kilkenny (2:05.6) and Brian Guterl
(4:25.1) crossed third at 10:42.8.

“That’s the best we have run and
it’s probably a school record,” said

Viking Head Coach Mike McCabe
who added, “Perrella is the best miler
in the county and one of the best in the
state.”

Westfield also placed second in the
sprint medley relay with a time of
3:38.2, while Vikings Garrett Ellis
(22.2), Nick Morrisey (22.9), James
Pierce (52.3) and Guterl (2:01.6) fin-
ished third at 3:39.2. Vikings Shariff
Stubbs (23.6), Julian Phillips (22.9),
Morrisey (22.3) and Ellis (21.9) won
the 4x200 with a time of 1:31. Stubbs
(52.5), Phillips (52.7), Morrisey
(51.9) and Ellis (49.8) also finished
second in the 4x400 with a time of
3:26.9 followed by Raiders Burney-
Porter, Rob Ventura, Tom Ventura
and Rowbotham at 3:31.9. Sprague,
Kilkenny, Mike Toczylowski and
Guterl finished second in the 4x800
with a time of 8:20.7.

TOP 10 TEAMS:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood 102, 2.

Rahway 81, 3. Elizabeth 71, 4. Union
Catholic 44, 5. Westfield 43, 6. Union 30,
7. Roselle 18, 8. New Providence 17, 9.
Cranford 16, 10. Brearley 15.5.

Gates, Kate Johnson and Meaghan
Kelly to take top honors in the 4x400
meters with a time of 4:06.4 followed
by Vikings Lesley Hendricks (59.7),

Aeriele Belk (1:03.7), Tess Lowe
(1:03.1) and Alisa Harris (1:00.1) with
a time of 4:07.5. Blue Devils
Stephanie Cortinhal, Meg Driscoll,
Erica Ammermuller and Tessa Schaaf
placed fourth at 4:13.6.

Raider Carlaya Jones (35’5.5”),
Erin Rossi (34’5) and Lauryn Adams
(31’8.25”) placed first in the shot put
with a distance of 101’6.75.

“It was a personal best for Carlaya
and Erin, and we know Lauryn has 34
and change in her because she showed
it two weeks ago. They were up for it
and now they are excited about the
discus,” said Raider Field Coach Ken
Hernandez. The same trio placed sec-
ond in the discus with a distance of
283 feet.

The Blue Devil distance medley
relay team of Rose Driscoll (1200
meters – personal-best 3:51.6),
Cortinhal (400 – 1:02.3), Meg Driscoll
(800 – 2:24.9) and Ayn Wisler (1600
– personal-best 5:28.3) finished third
with a time of 12:47.1.

According the Blue Devils middle/
distance coach Jen Buccino their time
was, “Excellent! They all ran per-
sonal bests. That was the second-
fastest distance medley in the history
of our program.”

Cortinhal (2:26.7), Pat Cognetti
(2:32.2), Aileen Grogan (2:32.8) and
Bridget Grogan (2:30.8) crossed sec-

ond in the 4x800 with a time of
10:02.5. Vikings Lowe, Katie Co-
lombo, Amanda Dalton and Samantha
Peters finished third at 10:23.2. Blue
Devils Ammermuller, Allie Fleder,
Christina Obiajulu and Wisler fin-
ished second in the sprint medley
relay with a time of 4:24.2 followed
by Raiders Whitney Adams, Celius,
Kim Shelus and Bridget Cornwell at
4:28.5.

Blue Devils Ravenna Neville, Rose
Driscoll, Jen Danielsson and Jayne
Ruotolo crossed second in the 4x1600
with a time of 23:05.7 followed by
Raiders Kristen Thompson, Emily
Carow, Cassy Valdes and Brittany
Veeck at 23:25.8. Blue Devils Lauren
Brachman, Karolyn Cook and Jen
Burns placed fourth in the javelin
with a distance of 227’9”.

Vikings Kaity Eppinger (5 feet),
Tiara Brown (4’10”) and Danielle
Hoff (4’8”) won the high jump with a
height of 14’6”. Vikings Belk, An-
gelica Glover, Hendricks and Jen
Seniszyn crossed second in the 4x100
with a time of 49.9. Belk, Harris,
Hendricks and Seniszyn finished sec-
ond in the 4x200 with a time of 1:45.7.

TOP 10 TEAMS:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood 68, 2.

Cranford and Union 49, 4. Summit 45, 5.
Union Catholic 42, 6. Plainfield 40, 7.
Roselle 39, 8. Westfield 37.5, 9. Rahway
32, 10. New Providence 30.

WF 4th Girls Finish
Unbeaten in Hoops

The fourth-grade Westfield girls
traveling basketball team completed
an undefeated, 18-0, season on April 6
by defeating then undefeated
Branchburg, 11-8, on their floor. Led
by Alexis Kardias, they overcame a
halftime deficit to win. The girls won
the division, defeated everyone in the
playoffs and won a tournament at IHM.

Westfield Crew Races
At Mercer Lake Meet
The Westfield High School age

Crew team competed on the 1500-
meter course of the Olympic National
Team at Mercer Lake in West Windsor
on April 30.

Jimi Heffernan and Joe Maran com-
peted for Westfield in the men’s jun-
ior double and finished behind
Montclair High School with a time of
8:02. In the men’s varsity double race,
Woody Handza and Chris Paterson
finished behind Malvern High School
and Northern Allegheny High School
with a time of 7:16. In the last race,
Handza, Paterson, Greg Blanton and
Lawrence Chan rowed the varsity
quad, finishing behind New Canaan
High School and Conestoga High
School with a time of 6:45.

Harley Gets 6th, 11th
At Speedo Swim Meet
P. J. Harley, 16, of Westfield, com-

peted in four events and placed sixth
and 11th in the men’s distance freestyle
races at the Speedo Championship
Sectional meet held at Harvard Uni-
versity on March 9-12. Accumulating
19 points, Harley helped Berkeley
Aquatic Club (BAC) of Berkeley
Heights place fifth in the team stand-
ings out of the 72 teams participating.

Harley swam a personal-best time
of 16:09.32 in the 1650-yard freestyle
race to finish sixth. His personal best
time of 9:40.32 in the 1000-yard
freestyle earned him 11th place at the
prestigious meet that draws the best
swimmers from the northeastern and
mid-Atlantic section of the U. S.

The 1650-yard freestyle finish at
Harvard qualified Harley to swim in
the Junior National meet held March
21-25 in Orlando, Fla., where he also
competed in the 500-yard and 1000-
yard freestyle events and was the
leadoff swimmer for BAC’s 800-yard
freestyle relay team.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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Broker / Sales Associate
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#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005

Westfield
$1,599,000

New 4BR 2.5 Ba Colonial built by Michael Mahoney featuring
a classic center hall layout: formal Living and Dining Rooms,
gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with island open to Family Room with
fireplace and sliders to rear yard. Master suite with elegant
bath and Sitting Room. Close proximity to top-rated Westfield
elementary, middle and high schools. WSF0397

Westfield
$1,499,900

Spacious 5 BR 3 ½ Bath Center Hall Colonial built in 2000 by
Michael Mahoney on a cul-de-sac of new homes featuring a
gracious Foyer flanked by formal Living and Dining Rooms; large
EIK w/granite open to Family Room w/fireplace; first floor suite
w/full Bath and first floor Laundry; large Master Suite with WIC
and full Bath; bonus room on the second level. Large basement
and 2 car attached Garage. Convenient to all schools. WSF0058

Westfield
$1,450,000

New Center Hall colonial to be built by NeedlePoint Homes
LLC on large level lot. This home features 10 rooms; 4 Bedrooms,
two full and one half Baths. Gourmet center island Kitchen with
top line appliances open to Family Room with fireplace. Master
Bedroom suite with Sitting Room, walk-in closet and luxurious
Bath. Custom trim, hardwood and molding package that
trademarks every NeedlePoint masterpiece. WSF1034

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Ralph in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Elegant Homes By Ralph Rapuano

Westfield . . . Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable
attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle of new construction.  Nearly
4,000 sq. ft. this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4/12 baths, 2-story entry
foyer flanked by library/study, formal living & dining rooms.  A custom
crafted center island kitchen opens to a large family room with a distinctive
wood -burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom ma-
hogany inlay borders will complement the detail & craftsmanship appointed
to this unique residence.  Tray, boxed and cathedral ceilings are elegantly
crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.  Customize
this home as your own with the builder.  $1,369,000 (052000835)

Ralph Rapuano

PJ Harley

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STARTING THE SECOND LEG OF THE 4X800…Blue Devil Pat Cognetti receives the baton from Stephanie Cortinhal
to begin the second leg of the 4x800 meters. The Blue Devils finished second with a time of 10:02.5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOARING WITH THE EAGLES…Blue Devil Rich Scialabba soars 19’9” to help
his team place third in the long jump.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNER…Kyle Rowbotham helped the Raiders win
three relay events and place third in another.
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Baseball Cougars Capitalize
On Devils’ Mistakes, Win 5-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

baseman Pat Ahern ended the game
by snagging a line drive and firing to
first for a double play.

The Blue Devils’ first missed op-
portunity arrived in the bottom of the
second when Zierler drilled a leadoff
double to center, the next batter
popped up and the following two
batters went into a trance as “strike
three” crossed the plate. In the third
inning, leadoff batter King beat out
an infield single, but then got picked
off two pitches later.

The Cougars took a 1-0 lead in the
fourth in a fortunate fashion. Ciencin
poked a leadoff single. The next bat-
ter popped a foul ball that was caught
by first baseman Zierler. After he
caught the ball for the out, he stepped
out of bounds and Ciecin was awarded
second base, which then allowed him
to score on Belden’s double. The next
two batters made infield outs.

With one out and a runner on first in
the fifth, Van Horn grounded a single to
right that rolled between the right
fielder’s legs. The run scored and Van
Horn scooted to third. A ground out to
first kept Van Horn on third but an
intentional walk and a walk followed to
load the bases. Belden drilled his two-
run double, making the score, 4-0, then
Antonelli relieved to get the third out.

The Blue Devils’ third missed op-
portunity came in the sixth inning.
Ellis cracked a leadoff double to right.
After Mike Diaz grounded out,
Murray sliced his RBI double to left
then Ricciuti tapped a single to cen-
ter, but guessed incorrectly on his
opportunity to slip into second base,
resulting in just one run in the inning.

“I give all the benefit in the world to
Cranford. They made all the plays.
When we made a mistake, they took
advantage of it. That’s why they are
as successful as they are. A guy misses
the cutoff man. Our guy tries to take
a base. He throws him out. That’s a
great play right there. It was just a
poor job of base running today,” said
Brewster. “Baseball is a lot of little
things. There are a lot of little plays in
the game. If they go the other way, the
scores can be different.”

The Cougars scored their final run
in the seventh when Bender walked,
stole second to get into scoring posi-
tion and crossed the plate on Charma’s
RBI single.
Cranford 000 130 1 5
Westfield 000 001 2 3

Dan Siegel Seizes WTA Annual
Tennis Tourney Singles Crown

Dan Siegel recovered from a 4-6,
first set loss to the favorite, Gary
Wasserman, with second and third wins
of 6-2 and 6-2 to gain the annual
Westfield Tennis Association Men’s
Singles crown on May 7. The match
lasted over two hours at Tamaques
courts. Wasserman is the defending
champion of the singles ladder for 2005.

On the way to the finals, Siegel
bested Tuyen Diep, 8-1, and Paul
Newsomein the semis, 8-4.
Wasserman defeated Melvin Diep 8-
7 (7-2) and Weldon Chin, 8-6, in the
other semi. Newcomer to Westfield,
Paul Newsome finished third by de-
feating Weldon Chin, 6-0, 6-3, after
earlier beating Steve Parker, 8-3. Chin
defeated Dave Ferio, 8-1, and John
Mancini, 8-2.

In the B bracket, Melvin Diep won
the B champion with a, 6-3, 6-3, win
over Chris Miller, the B runner up.
Melvin had earlier bested Henry Wil-
liams, 6-0, and Mancini, 8-7 (7-3), on
the way to the B finals. Miller, after
an initial loss to Diep, defeated Don
Dohm, 6-1, Tuyen Diep, 6-2, and
Parker, 8-3.

Parker and Mancini will play the B
third place match shortly. Parker de-
feated Don Dohm, 8-1, and Dave Ferio
on the way to the B semis. Mancini
bested Williams, 8-3, and Ravi
Motwani, 6-3, on the way to the semis.

WTA ladder play has started as has
the lessons program. The WTA
women’s tournament is scheduled for
May 27 and 28. Please visit
www.westfieldnj.com/wta for com-
plete details.

Lady Raider Soccer
To Hold Golf Outing

The Lady Raiders soccer team
will hold its golf outing on Fri-
day, June 2, at the Scotch Hills
Golf Club. The team is raising
funds for their scheduled trip to
Brazil in August. The Lady Raid-
ers were 2005 Union County
champions and 2004 State Sec-
tional finalist. They expect greater
results in 2006 with 80 percent of
their players returning.

Raiders Soccer is looking for
hole sponsors, or t-shirt sponsors
that can offer some support. Hole
sponsors start at $100. Donations
are acceptable also. The cost for
golf is $60 per player, or $240 per
foursome for nine holes, or more
if the darkness stays away. Tee off
is 5 p.m. There will be food and
beverages afterwards, with prizes
and 50/50 raffles.

A highly successful and well-
attended outing is expected. If
interested, please call John at
(908) 889-0996 or Mike at (908)
233-7309 or mail checks to 2085
Oak Hill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ
07076.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:

50+ DIVISION A:
TEAM W L
Antone’s Pub & Grill 2 0
D&K Associates 2 0
Lombardi & Greenkeepers 2 0
Awnings Galore 0 2
SMC 0 2

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W L
Promptcare 2 0
Associated Auto Parts 1 1
Union Center National Bank 1 1
Northwestern Mutual 0 2
The Office 0 2

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
IL Giardino’s Ristorante 2 0
Creative Industries 1 1
LA Law 1 1
Legg Mason 0 2

Antone’s 13, SMC 12
Dave Ball, Tom DeRocco, Don

Pencinger and Gary Wiese each
rapped three hits for Antone’s.
Lombardi & Greenkeepers 14,
Awnings Galore 12

Rookie Marty Santuoso (5 RBI)
and the 3-hits (including a homerun)
of Tom Straniero (3 hits, HR) led
L&G. Frank Pepe and Tony Williams
each contributed three hits.
D&K Asociates 19, Union Center
National Bank 12

D&K came up with nine unan-
swered runs in the final three innings.
Rookie Paul Taeschler (4 hits, 2 HRs),
rookie Joe Massimino (2 HRs) and
Brian Hill (3 hits) led D&K. Charles
Geiger (3 hits) and Steve Lemanowicz
(2 doubles) led the Bankers.
Promptcare 7, The Office 5

Led by Hank Davis, Chuck Harrell,
Bill Hicks and John Wactor,
Promptcare scored four runs in the
sixth inning to seal victory. Winning
pitcher Dom Deo, and opponent Ken
Dunbar, were hooked up in a pitcher’s
duel and benefited by many outstand-
ing defensive-plays.
Associated Auto 17, NW Mutual 13

Joe Sarica’s (2 HRs) smacked a
grand slam in the bottom of the sev-
enth to win the game. The Insurers

tied the game with eight runs in the
previous inning.
Antone’s 20, Awnings 17

Antone’s rapped 32 hits. Dave Ball,
Ron Kulick, Joe Viso and Gary Wiese
each collected four hits, while Joe
Tarulli contributed three hits. Kulick
and Tarulli finished with five RBI
apiece.
Lombardi & Greenkeepers 10, NW
MUTUAL 3

L&G by Keith Gibbons (3 hits).
Promptcare 18, Associated Auto 7

Promptcare exploded for 26 hits,
led by Al Brown, Bill Hicks and Art
Kopacz with four hits each. Oscar
Harrison and Les Reddick each
homered.
UCNB 18, The Office 13

Trailing, 13-5, the Bankers ex-
ploded for 13 unanswered runs in the
final three innings. Charles Geiger
had four hits with two doubles. Lionel
Genello (3 hits, 2 triples), Steve
Lemanowicz (3 hits, triple, double)
and Roger Grutzmaher (3 hits, triple)
contributed. Bill Hinkle, Dennis
Kosowicz, Charles Wischusen and
Tony Zarvos had three hits each for
The Office.
D&K Associates 21, SMC 4
Creative Industries 19, Legg Ma-
son 3

Creatice’s 28-hit attack was sparked
by Nick Lehotsky and Don Robertson
with four hits each. Demo Cervelli,
Ray Cozzarelli, Bob Failla and
Charles Lehman each had three hits.
Dom Deo limited the opponent to
three runs.
IL Giardino’s 13, LA Law 7

L.A. Law banged out 18 hits, but
lost.
IL Giardino’s 14, Creative 5

Rookie Oscar Harrison crushed a
booming homerun. Nick Lehotsky
had three hits for Creative.
LA Law 6, Legg Mason 2

Bob Grant (3 hits, key triple) and
Bob Matten (HR) sparked the victory.
Pitcher Walt Englehardt got the win.

LACROSSE INVITATION…This Saturday, May 13, Ridgewood will hold its
ninth annual Lax Day. Over 20 boys and girls youth and high school games will
play throughout the day on the Ridgewood High School and surrounding fields.
Chatham, Westfield and Long Valley boys and girls youth teams have been invited
by Ridgewood to play at this year’s event.

Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 

The possibilities are endless, with enough room for every-
one, this spacious Colonial can be a mother/daughter, re-
lated family or converted to a single family home. The  first 
floor has a fire lit living room, formal dining room with 
corner cabinets, an eat-in kitchen, full bath & nice sized 
bedrooms. The second floor, almost a mirror image, has  
the same complement of rooms. Features include hard-
wood floors, enclosed porch, patio, ample closet space, 
central air & forced air heat,  a sprawling yard & a two 
car attached garage. Just use your imagination and you 
may find your dream home. Presented for $749,500. 

               

  Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate            
  908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
 NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005   

Raider Nine Crunch
Shabazz, Summit

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team improved to 8-
7 with a 5-2 victory over Summit on
May 2 and a 19-0 pounding of
Malcolm X. Shabazz on May 3.
Pitcher Josh Decker (2-0) went the
distance for the Raiders against Sum-
mit, allowing five hits and no walks
while striking out five. Jake Parisi (2-
0) fired a five-inning no-hitter, fanned
eight and walked two against the
Bulldogs.

The Raiders totaled nine hits against
the Hilltoppers. James Dinizo hit a
two-run home run. Dave Belford
blasted a solo homer.

Against the Bulldogs. Joe
Cepparulo went 2-for-4 with two
doubles, two RBI and two runs scored.
Decker pounded a three-run triple
and a single and scored a run. Chris
Kolb was 1-for-1 with a double, one
RBI and four runs scored. Matt Ferrara
went 1-for-1 with three RBI and two
runs scored.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOO CLOSE OF A CALL…Blue Devil Jayshawn King was ruled out on the
pickoff attempt at first.
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Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST HANGING OUT…Aidan Windorf, Matthew Berstein, Brett Spass, little
brother Ethan and Paulie Vernick, Noah Reich, Max Kaplan, Griff Morgan,
Gabriel Diamond and Drew Boley (not in picture Matthew Basile) make up the
2006 first-grade Westfield Yankees who were just hanging out at team picture day
before their first game of the season.

WF U17 Wizards Outshoot
Passaic Valley Boys, 68-57

In a classic example of respond-
ing to a wake up call, the Westfield
Wizards U17 boys basketball team
spotted their Passaic Valley High
School AAU opponents a 12-0 lead
to start the game on May 5 in
Westfield, before coming to life and
stepping up the defense to grab a
68-57 victory.

Following a strategic timeout at
the 12-0 juncture, the home team
returned to the game and only al-
lowed Passaic Valley 18 additional
points through the half-time break to
knot the score, 30-30.

In the second half, while maintain-
ing their defensive effort, Westfield’s

senior scoring duo of Woody Handza
and Terron Rodgers, both of whom
are averaging 26 points per game to
date, delivered a combined diversi-
fied scoring attack of 3-pointers, mid-
range pull-up jumpers and creative
driving lay-ups that Passaic could not
keep pace with.

Rogers finished with 29 points,
Handza had 22, Scott Dyer sank eight,
Mike Amjody netted six and John
Fahey had three. Sophomore Bobby
Molson came off the bench to anchor
the defensive backcourt and grab three
steals. Fahey pulled 12 rebounds,
Handza had 10 (for a double, double)
and Dyer grabbed nine.

WF Lady U14 Wizards Win
At E. Stroudsburg University

The Westfield Wizards U14 AAU
girls basketball team competed in the
Elite 94 Big Bounce Basketball Tour-
nament at East Stroudsburg Univer-
sity on May 6 and 7 and won all four
of its games.

Against the Firm Athletic Club U16
AAU team, the Wizards won 46-38
but had to overcome a one-point half
time deficit and an onslaught of six 3-
pointers. Six Wizards notched points
to go with strong defensive rebound-
ing from Cassie Simcox and Geri Pinto.
Tara Handza sank 11 points, Lauren
Harry netted 10, Noelle Hynes had
nine, Gab Jakub and Keri Pringle had
six each and Ashley Forbes had four.

Against the U15 Firm AC AAU
team, the Wizards won 44-37. Handza
and Hynes scored 13 points each,
Harry sank 12, Pringle had four and
Forbes had two points. Jakub led in

offensive rebounds and Simcox and
Pinto led in defensive rebounding.

In their game versus Catskill Moun-
tain AAU, the Wizards grabbed 34-
16 win. Handza netted 11 points,
Hynes had 10, Harry sank eight, Jakub
and Forbes had three apiece and
Pringle had two. Pinto was outstand-
ing on the defensive glass.

In the fourth game, the champion-
ship was decided when the Wizards
bested the North East Pennsylvania
Intimidators, 42-38. Harry and
Handza scored 17 and 13 points, re-
spectively. Jakub had eight and Pringle
and Hynes scored two apiece. Pinto
led in defensive rebounding and
Forbes collected three steals. The
Wizards sank 10 of 12 free throws.
Harry hit 7-for-8. Jakub hit 3-for-3
from the field and 2-for-2 from the
free throw line.

Mudturtle Boys, Girls Qualify
For HS Rugby Club Playoffs
The Union County Rugby Football

Club (UCRFC) High School boys
and girls rugby teams finished their
regular season league play with con-
vincing wins. The boys beat Essex,
34-7, and Hillsborough, 41-7, to end
the regular season 4-0 and in first
place in the METNY RFU D2 West.

Leading scorers for the boys were
Tom Meylor (4 trys) and Tyler
Maccubbin (2 trys, 4 conversions
and 1 penalty kick).

The girls were equally dominant,
beating Morris twice by scores of
36-7 and 37-7. The girls finished
with a 5-1 league record, good for
second place in the EPRU D2 East.
Joyleen Capeles led the scoring with
six trys, Andrea Hollander added
one try, five conversions and one
penalty kick, and Mel Gerckens con-
tributed two trys.

The girls were to host West Shore
(Harrisburg, PA) in the playoffs on
May 7 at 1 p.m. at Unami Park in
Garwood. The boys traveled to East
Islip, LI to play the Long Island
U19s in a playoff semifinal. The
winner of the semifinal will play the

winner of the semifinal between St.
Peter’s Prep and East Islip U19.

For more information regarding the
Union County Rugby Football Club,
its men’s, high school team or their
summer youth flag rugby program,
please call Chris Clark at (201) 213-
1952, e-mail him at
rugby0366@yahoo.com or look at their
website www.mudturtlerugby.com.

U14 Blue Sharks Snag
Westfield Soccer Girls
On a May afternoon, the Scotch

Plains Blue Sharks U14 girls inter-
county soccer team finally got their
offense untracked and rolled to a 4-0
victory over Westfield at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains. The victory
raised the Sharks’ record to 2-3.

Lauren Berk, normally a defensive
player, opened the scoring in the first
half, followed by Giulia Mercuri,
Alyssa Young and Amanda
Rodriguez. Kara Gaynor and Melissa
McKenna combined for the shutout.
Other standouts included Nikki
Hodulik, Lauren Buckley, Sarah We-
ber, Jessica DiGiacomo, Rebecca
DiGiacomo, Emily Cohen, Jessica
Feeley, Erin Brown and Dominique
Osterman.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on WEDNESDAY, JUNE
7, 2006 in the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such later time
and place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels
of land assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each
respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable
against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. As computed
to the 7th day of June 2006.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Borough of Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs. Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.), and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.). In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL DUE
26 51 Kiss, Joseph & Evelyn 24 Mary Lane $  2,657.62
27 60 Clark, Charles & Jill 162 Farley Avenue $  5,270.08
46 10 Sheppard, Carol & Wm. 225 Tillotson Road $  5,180.87
55 10 SJF Real Estate Holding 65 South Avenue $  2,659.97
56 9 Printing & Holding of

Fanwood 74 South Avenue $ 16,895.56
64 11 Mehta Family LLC 36 South Martine Ave $  3,072.08
66 2 Seaboard Associates 265 South Avenue $  7,237.21
66 3 Seaboard Associates 275 South Avenue $  6,987.88
75 14 Van Brunt, Alan 465 North Avenue $  2,585.43
77 27.02 Hoffman, Richard & Helen 1034 Hetfield Avenue $    403.60
116 75.01 Terry, Janet 4 Saville Row $  5,214.33

Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes
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UNDEFEATED IN HOOPS…The fourth-grade Westfield girls Traveling Bas-
ketball completed an undefeated season. Pictured, left to right, are: front row,
Rebecca Kraus, Caroline Doherty, Dara Tucker and Elizabeth Ponce; second
row, Kelly Culnan, Alexis Kardias, Carly Friedman, Mary Randazzo, Hannah
MacKenzie and Lena, Morello; back row, Head Coach William Kardias, Sarah
Cronin and coaches George Pharmakides, Anthony Morello and Scott Kraus.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

This spacious, sunlit Fanwood Cape has a gracious flow 
and a colonial charm that pervades every room. Hardwood 
floors, handsome moldings, many sun-catching windows, 
central–air and custom built-ins create a delightful inte-
rior. The inviting first floor offers a lovely living room, for-
mal dining room, and sunny eat-in kitchen. Wonderful pri-
vate spaces include nice-sized bedrooms, plenty of storage 
space and two full baths. Expanding your living space is a 
finished basement boasting a rec room, playroom and 
laundry room; all well-outfitted. This home rests on a quiet 
street with a sprawling yard and offers a unique blend of 
charm, convenience and graciousness. Presented for 
$429,000. 
 
               

 
Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065 

 
 

    Wende Devlin Gates  
     Sales Associate 
   908-233-5989, Direct Dial 
   wende-gates@burgdorff.com 

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

CARLA CAPUANO
Sales Associate

DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2013
CELL: 908-337-1121

E mail: carlacap@verizon.net

Open House: Sunday 5/14 1-4 PM
2165 Bayberry Lane

Westfield $749,000
Across from Tamaques Park, convenient to G.S. Parkway, space galore,
with 5 bedrooms, family room, library and media center. One Day-Special
Price-$699,999. A perfect Mother’s Day Present!  WSF0048

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGEemail: hye-young@att.net
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555, EXT. 169

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Direct Line: 908-301-2015

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005
Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

Elegant 4 BR, 3 ½ BTH CH Colonial. Beau foyer
opens to lrg LR w/frplc & bow wndw, FDR, FR w/
double sided frplc, MBR w/bath & wi closet, EIK,
Breakfast Room w/French doors to patio and wisteria
covered arbor. Moldings, hwfls, 2 strcases, RR, CAC,
2CGR. Near golf course. $1,290,000   WSF0307

Newly listed Victorian treasure offering 4 plus BR, 3 ½
BTH, New addition w/granite KIT, adjacent FR, new
custom BTH. Charm frt porch, beau foyer w/striking
staircase, tall wndw, high ceil, embellished  moldings,
detailed spindle work, CAC, new 2 car garage, 200’
deep parklike fenced property. Walk to sch & twn.
$1,290,000    WSF0373

Newly listed charming colonial with spacious 2 story
addition.  4 BR, 2 ½ BTH w/ new eat-in KIT w/eating
area &   adjacent FR w/frplc & sliders to  DK. MBR has
2 wlk-in closets & whirlpool BTH w/sep shower .LR w/
bay & HWFLS, FDR, DEN. CAC,  parklike property.
Close to elem sch.  $850,000   WSF0374

Mountainside…Newly listed spectacular custom
home  offering 4 bedrooms, 3 new baths, new EIK w/
granite, huge family room w/ sliders to patio, in
ground pool and professional landscaped yard.
HWFLS, CAC, summer KIT, office, 2 master suites
cul-de-sac location.   $729,900
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CLASSIFIEDS

AS TIME GOES BY...Pictured, left to right, are: Scotch Plains residents Bob
LaCosta, Vinnie Losavio and Nick Losavio. The “Three Amigos”, who have been
friends since childhood, recently reinacted a scene from their teenage years.
LaCosta is Scotch Plains building manager and the Losavios own John’s Meat
Market in Scotch Plains, which opened its doors in 1939 and has been recognized
as the oldest existing prime meat market in New Jersey.

GOOD FELLOWS

GOOD OLD FELLOWS

2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

EXCELLENT CONDITION!! RED/
6 CYL. LAREDO 4X4, 63K ALL
HWY MILEAGE! SERIOUS
INQUIRIES ONLY PLEASE!
$16,899  (908) 917-2420

WESTFIELD - TOWN WIDE

GARAGE SALE + SOUTH AVE
TRAIN FLEA 9a-3p SAT 5/20, RD
5/21 List your Westfield address
for $10 or $25 for 10x10 space at
Station. Call (908) 233-0028 or
www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.org
**STATION NOW OPEN TO
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES OF
ALL TOWNS** Apply by 5/15 **
Lists Available at COMMERCE
BANK, 560 North Avenue
5/18, 19 & 20 for $2 donation to
Westfield Historical Society.

LAWN MOWER FOR SALE

Toro Self-Propelled
Gas Lawn Mower, 6.5 HP.

Asking $275.00
(908) 233-6839

FOR SALE - MOVING

Custom made sofa, deep
cranberry, 72" wide. Orig. $2,000.
Excellent condition. $200. Oriental
rug, jewel tones, 7' x 11'. Orig.
$4,000. $1,600. Matching leather
top end tables $30 ea. Corner
entertainment cabinet, cherry.
Orig. $1,000. $200.

Call (908) 654-1536.

TEACHER-ASSISTANT

Nursery school seeking a teacher-
assistant for next year. College
grad., sensitive, CDA a plus. Fax
resume to (908) 232-9723 or
Nursery School, 414 East
Broad St. Westfield, NJ 07090

CUSTOM MADE VITRINE

(Glass Display Cabinet)
Art Deco style, perfect for

displaying your treasures, $500.
(908) 232-1767

STONE HARBOR RENTAL

3 BR, 2.5 Bath townhouse with
bay views at great location on
Third Ave and 100th. New kitchen
and off-street parking.
Available 7-15, 7-22 & 8-19.

Call (908) 232-4987

HELP WANTED

Looking for responsible college
student who can have some
summer fun with 9 year old girl.
Part-time only. Must have car and
safe driving record.

Please call (212) 526-5460
during the day and ask for Diane

HAVING A PARTY OR
SMALL EVENT

We provide audio visual and mul-
timedia rental service for your large
or small gatherings. Call us today
or go to www.WestfieldAV.com
for a complete listing of services
and find out how we can help
make your social affair a hit.

Westfield Audio Visual Inc.
(732) 801-3200

DONATE A CAR

For a charitable tax deduction & to
a good cause! Cars, trucks, vans,
boats, or RV’s - running or not.
FREE, fast tow away. Tax receipts
given. Call CRESTVIEW
EDUCATION at (908) 233-1123.

HOUSE FOR RENT

Westfield Colonial 3BRs, 4th poss.
BR-attic, 2BA LR/ DR/bsmt/prkg,
new hwd flrs/kit/walls nr train/bus/
shop/sch call Ceferino/ Century21

(908) 851-2121

CRANFORD HOME FOR RENT

Beautiful 3BDRM/2BA, central
AC, finished basement, LR, FDR,
Den, EIK w/ granite, fenced
backyard, 2 car garage & more.
Walking distance to train station.
Available July 1st for long or short-
term rental. Call (908) 531-0127
or email for details.
carol_english2@hotmail.com

MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top, new still in
sealed plastic w/warranty.

Queen $165.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

BED

Brand name mattress set, ultra
deluxe plush w/warranty.
Value $1000 sell $450

Can deliver (732) 259-6690

MATTRESS SET

King size pillow top, new in
plastic w/mfg. warranty.

Sell $250.
Can deliver (732) 259-6681

BEDROOM SET

Cherry sleigh bed, dresser,
mirror, chest and nite stand.

Value $1800 sell $795
(732) 259-6690

HOT TUB / SPA

Never used, still in wrapper,
factory warranty, 6 person

w/lounger, loaded,
delivery available

Cost $8000 Sell $3895
Call (973) 902-8306

POOL TABLE

New, 8 feet, 1 inch slate,
accessories, solid wood, leather
pockets, delivery & set-up avail.

Cost $4,200 sell for $1,695
Call (973) 902-8306

OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.

2400 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utlities, Internet,

Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

DINING ROOM

Double pedestal table, 6
chairs, lighted hutch & buffet.

Still in box.
Value $3000 sell $1275.

(732) 259-6690

HOUSE CLEANING

Will clean your house, apartment
or condo. I’m trustworthy &
responsible. I do laundry. Good
references, 5 years exp. Call me!

(973) 583-5570  Neide

TUTORING SERVICE

Experienced NJ K-12 state
certified English/Reading teacher
available for tutoring in SAT
writing, Language Arts and
Reading Comprehension. Call
(908) 276-1490 or (908) 247-2240

SUNRAY PLAYSET ASSEMBLY

Your Sunray swing set from
Costco assembled and installed
in ONE DAY by a professional
Reliable Installer! Call Danny at

(201) 951-9649

WANTED GROUP BENEFITS

Looking to acquire Group Benefits
business. Will consider all size
books. Very flexible with regards
to terms and structure. All inquires
kept confidential. To discuss email
insopportunity@yahoo.com

ATTENTION!

Honest & Reliable Cleaning Lady
is looking for new Clients.
Reasonable prices for excellent
work. References & own
transportation. (908) 425-3270

WESTFIELD

AUTHENTIC VICTORIAN
Great condition. Mid 19th Century.
Wraparound porch. Stunning
woodwork, moldings, floors,
hi ceilings. 15 spacious rms., 17
closets, up to 11 bedrms. 1/2 acre,
glorious gardens. Walk to schools,
town, NYC trans. $1,695,000.

By Owner (908) 233-7578.

NEED A BABYSITTER?

Responsible, pleasant, fun and
conscientious 18 year old (class
of 2006) seeks employment as a
babysitter. Available after
school and this summer. Call
(908) 247-4810 or (908) 276-2750

HOUSE FOR SALE

Newly custom built house
w/exquisite design from top to
bottom. 4 Bed, 2.2 Bth, LR w/fplc,
FDR, cherry EIK w/island, granite
& travertine tile throughout,
2HVAC sys, MBath w/jacc
Anderson winds, fin.bsmt. central
vacuum and more!
131 N.Cottage Place Westfield

offered at $1,169,000.
Re/Max Prof’s (908) 486-0005

BOOKKEEPER AVAILABLE

Seeking bookkeeping, A/R, A/P
position. Work from my home.
Experience in Quicken,
Quickbooks, Peachtree.
Experinced in small business
bookkeeping. Contact Jessica at

(908) 654-7618

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

Vitamaster Elite Plus Tread Mill
$100.00 and Tony Little Gazelle
Freestyle $75.00 (908) 889-4952

DINING ROOM SET

For sale, 9 pc. dining room set;
washed oak, 6 chairs, table,

hutch, buffet. Must see!
Best offer. Westfield.
Call (908) 317-6889

FANWOOD HOUSE FOR SALE

120 Willoughby Road
FANWOOD

Possible Mother/Daughter,
BiLevel Brick House, 4 bedrooms,
4 car driveway, 2 car garage,
2 fireplaces, 1.5 bathrms, fenced
yard 107 X 109, Parquet floors, all
appliances, close to bus/train/
schools, immaculate condition.

Open House Sat. and Sun.
12 P.M. - 4 P.M.
Price $635,000
(908) 322-7837

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B07-10 CONTAINER DISPOSAL

SERVICE FOR WESTFIELD PUBLIC
SCHOOLS FOR THE 2006-2007

SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
JUNE 8, 2006 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407.  Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and
the name of the supplies, equipment, or
services for which the bid is submitted.  It
is understood and agreed that proposals
may be delivered before the time or at the
place specified for opening.  The Board of
Education assumes no responsibility for
bids mailed or misdirected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of
the Board of Education.  No bid may be
withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days
after the date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid.  The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/11/06, The Leader Fee: $68.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on
Wednesday, May 24, 2006, at 7:30 P.M. in
the lower level meeting room of the
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
the Fanwood Planning Board will continue
a Public Hearing on the amended major
site plan application of the undersigned
that was started on December 21, 2005
and continued on January 17, 2006.

The properties involved in this appli-
cation are located at:

314, 324, & 328 South Avenue, also
known as Block 91, Lots 3, 4, & 5

295 & 313 South Avenue, also known as
Block 66, Lots 6 & 9

The properties are owned as follows:
295 South Avenue by C.A. Fanwood

Holdings, LLC d/b/a Chelsea Senior Liv-
ing and The Chelsea at Fanwood (the
“Chelsea”)

313 & 324 South Avenue by The 313
South Avenue Condominium Association,
Inc. and Fanwood Plaza Partners, LLC
(“Fanwood Plaza”)

314 & 328 South Avenue by Fanwood
Plaza Partners, LLC

The applicants propose two new
buildings on the three lots known as
Block 91, Lots 3, 4, & 5:

for a child care center (The Goddard
School) at 314 South Avenue and

a branch bank (The Town Bank) at 328
South Avenue

Both buildings will be on one lot (consoli-
dated from three lots) because the build-
ings will be leased and the applicants will
control the shared facilities. Even though
the proposed uses are permitted uses this
requires a use variance for two principal
structures on one lot.

No changes are proposed for the exist-
ing buildings at 295 South Avenue (The
Chelsea) and 313 South Avenue (Fanwood
Plaza).  The buildings and the uses of the
buildings will remain the same.  The appli-
cants propose to amend the 1988 joint
parking easement agreement for the two
properties.  This requires an amendment
of the existing approved site plans for the
two properties and the approval of the
Fanwood Planning Board.

The parking for all of the properties
will be interrelated by an easement
agreement for:

The adjoining properties located at 295
South Avenue (The Chelsea) and 313
South Avenue (Fanwood Plaza), and

The merged properties located at 314,
324 & 328 South Avenue for the Goddard
School, The Town Bank, and Fanwood
Plaza.

The applicants propose a tree replace-
ment plan.

The applicants will seek relief as to:
A bulk variance for the minimum rear

yard buffer (10 feet required, 5 feet pro-
posed) between the parking lot for
Children’s Specialized Hospital and the
proposed child care facility at 314 South
Avenue

A shared parking plan that involves all 5
properties listed above and any variance
arising from the shared parking plan

Design waivers for the height of the
“Fanwood” light fixtures, buffers, protec-
tion of existing vegetation, and maximum
illumination level at the property line.

The applicants will also seek such other
variances and design waivers as may be
determined necessary at the public hear-
ing based upon review of the application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (Tues. - Thurs., 9 AM
- 2 PM) from the Secretary of the Planning
Board at the Administration Office of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicants:
The 313 South Avenue

Condominium Association, Inc.
Fanwood Plaza Partners, LLC

Attorney for Applicants:
Robert H. Kraus, Esq.
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth
328 Park Avenue, PO Box 310
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076-0310
1 T - 5/11/06, The Times Fee: $85.68

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2004, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

This immaculate 4 Bedroom 3½ Bath home, custom built by Villane, is conveniently located close to
Washington School, NYC transportation and downtown Westfield. Ideal for both entertaining and
everyday living, it offers a welcoming entry foyer, a gracious Living Room with a gas fireplace, banquet-
sized formal Dining Room, a sunny eat-in Kitchen with center island and separate eating area and a
comfortable Family Room with a woodburning fireplace. Highlights include hardwood floors, stone
raised hearths, large Recreation Room, oversized 2-car garage with storage loft and a backyard deck
surrounded by parklike property filled with mature shrubbery and towering trees. Offered for $895,000.

Exceptional Custom Home

Mother’s Day Wishes to All

BABY GRAND PIANO 4 SALE

Otto Altenburg #507
Walnut satin finish;

15 y.o. in pristine condition;
$7,500 obo; Buyer must
transport from Watchung

(908) 251-5269

SPRING LAKE SUMMER RENTAL

4 BR house for wkly rentals in
Aug. CAC, 2FB, 2 blocks from
beach and very close to town.
Sorry, no pets. For more info. call:

(908) 654-0102

www.goleader.com

Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500

www.westfieldrealtynj.comService
State Licensed Appraiser

 
Westfield                 $649,000 

DON’T MISS THIS ONE! 

Charming home featuring an oversized 

family room w/vaulted ceiling,  fireplace 
and slider opening to a deck overlooking 
a park-like rear yard. This 3 bedroom, 2 

bath home has a first floor den easily 
made into a 4th bedroom. Newer siding 

and thermo windows. Close to Schools. 
 

 
Scotch Plains              $1,299,900 

 CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY 

New colonial featuring five bedrooms & 
three full baths. Amenities include a 
designer kitchen w/granite countertops 

& tile backsplash, family room w/gas 
fireplace, multi zone heating & central 

air, central vacuum, hardwood floors, 9’ 
ceilings on the first floor& deluxe trim.   

 
Scotch Plains              $1,195,900 

NEW CONSTRUCTION 

Custom designed four bedroom, three 
bath home located on cul-de-sac of new 
homes. Features include 9’ ceilings on 

the first floor,  a state of the art kitchen 
with wood cabinetry & granite counters, 

multi zone heating & cooling, master 
suite w/fireplace, sitting room & bath.     
 

 
Scotch Plains                            $519,000     

PRIVACY PLUS 
This charming three bedroom, one and a 

half bath cape cod home is located at the 
end of quiet cul de sac. Relax on the 

deck overlooking almost ¾ of an acre of 
wooded park-like property. This tranquil 
setting is the perfect place to raise your 

family. Close to public transportation.  
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Calvary Lutheran to Focus
On Hunger Efforts Sunday

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church will host Laura
Sodano, Coordinator of Volunteer Ser-
vices for the Community Food Bank
in Hillside, who will speak on Sunday,
May 14, at worship services at 8:30
and 11 a.m.

She also will conduct an
intergenerational event with the con-
gregation and the Sunday school chil-
dren from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. Aware-
ness activities will focus on local
hunger and possible solutions. Ex-
panding the hunger focus further, the
congregation also will take part that
day in an annual letter writing cam-
paign for “Bread for the World.”

Along with 55,000 other church

members across the United States,
Calvary members will sign letters to
Congressional representatives urging
them to fulfill their commitments to
help end poverty and hunger in this
country and around the world.

The public is invited to attend both
services. Calvary Lutheran, which has
served the Cranford-Westfield area
for 77 years, is located at 108 Eastman
Street in Cranford. For more infor-
mation about Sunday’s hunger pro-
grams, please call (908) 276-2418.

SCOTCH PLAINS – A free rabies
clinic for cats and dogs, sponsored
by the Scotch Plains Health Depart-
ment, will take place on Wednesday,
May 17, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
southside firehouse, located at the
corner of Martine Avenue and Raritan
Road.

Cats must be contained in a “cat
carrier” or a box and accompanied
by an adult able to control the ani-
mal. If this is the animal’s initial
vaccination (which includes those

animals with an unknown vaccina-
tion history), the inoculation has a
one-year duration.

Subsequent booster vaccinations
have a three-year duration if the ani-
mal is age six months or older. Cat
licenses for 2006 will be available at
the clinic for a $5 fee. Cats will be
vaccinated from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Dogs also must be accompanied
by an adult able to control the ani-
mal. Revaccination is not necessary
for three years unless the dog is
under six months of age, thus requir-
ing revaccination the subsequent year
(or if the animal’s vaccination his-
tory is unknown).

2006 dog licenses also will be
available at the clinic. The cost is
$6.20 for dogs that are spayed or
neutered and $9.20 for those that are
not. Dogs will be vaccinated from
7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Participants are asked to bring a
check or exact cash for the licenses.
The township will not issue a license
unless the vaccination is valid for
the entire licensing period.

For additional information, indi-
viduals are asked to call (908) 322-
6700, extension no. 1-309.

Older Adults Invited
To Wellness Programs
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey and Jewish Family Ser-
vices will host two wellness programs
for older adults at the JCC, located at
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Both will be offered free of charge.

On Tuesday, May 16, at 10:30 a.m.,
Arlene Goodman from the Arthritis
Foundation will speak about diagnos-
ing, treating and adapting to arthritis.

On Tuesday, May 23, also at 10:30
a.m., registered nurse Gloria Brown
from Jewish Family Services will
speak about pain management. This
program will focus on various medi-
cations and behavior management
techniques for dealing with pain.

These programs are designed for
adults over age 60 and are open to both
JCC members and the community at
large. To make a reservation or for
more information, please contact Nan
Statton at nstatton@jccnj.org or call
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 207.

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

  

Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

R O M A N
Home

Improvements

(732) 680-9626

All Types of Carpentry

Free Estimates     Fully Insured

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

SITTING
& WALKING

PET

Member

Pet Sitters International

908-217-1210
Bonded & Insured

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All

Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)

ABS Drywall
• Sheet Rock
• Spackling

• Light Framing
• Drop Ceiling

• Metal Stud Framing
• Finished Basements

973-818-1366

  BEST LAIDBEST LAIDBEST LAIDBEST LAIDBEST LAID

       PLANS, LLC      PLANS, LLC       PLANS, LLC      PLANS, LLC      PLANS, LLC
Expert Carpentry

(908) 996 - 4910

RENOVATIONS - KITCHENS

 BATHROOMS - ADDITIONS

  Free Estimates        Fully Insured

WESTFIELD
GUTTER
CLEAN

 LLC

908-233-8956

Free Estimates
Insured

Single Jewish Friends
To Meet For Lunch
COUNTY – The Circle of Single

Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet
and Eat Lunch on Sunday, May 21,
at noon at The Plaza Diner, located
at 2066 Route 27 in Edison.

The cost is $3, plus the price of a
meal with tip off the menu. To
respond, please call Roberta at (908)
668-8450.

Sitting proudly on one of Westfield’s most 
notable avenues, this charming Colonial 
embodies craftsmanship & elegance. The 
enchanting interior boasts hardwood floors, 
wainscoting, moldings and built-ins. The 
living room & dining room radiate with a 
captivating ambiance. The family room is 
steps from the eat-in kitchen, laundry room 
& yard. The master bedroom has an up-
dated bath. A delightful feature is a suite w/
bedroom, bath & office. A rec room, ample 
closet space and a rambling yard add to the 
allure of this enchanting haven. Presented 
for $1,200,000. 

Defining the word spacious, this  sprawling 
Mountainside Ranch offers abundant room  
& the utmost in gracious one floor living. 
The fire lit living room &  formal dining 
room craft a lovely entertaining venue. The 
eat-in kitchen & enormous family room is 
ideal for casual gatherings. A lovely master 
suite, nicely sized bedrooms & a finished 
basement are enhanced by an expansive 
yard with deck . The tranquility nature & 
the Watchung Reservation complement this 
inviting interior.  Presented for $639,000.  

               

              Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

              908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
           NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005 
 
 
                  

              Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue West · 908-233-0065 

This radiant Westfield residence, beautifully 
portrays Tudor architecture  with romantic 
textures mingle amid lead glass windows, 
superb woodwork, random width pegged 
oak flooring, high ceilings & archways.   
Perfect for formal & relaxed living this 
home blends magnificent entertainment set-
tings & cozy casual spaces. The stately liv-
ing room is warmed by a marble fireplace & 
sunny alcove. The handsome family room, 
updated granite accented kitchen & two en-
closed porches enjoy the surrounding  scen-
ery. The master suite is joined by nicely 
sized bedrooms & updated baths. A sepa-
rate bedroom wing, dining room, rec room 
& superbly landscaped yard enhance an un-
surpassed setting. Presented for $2,350,000.  

Torah Center Reveals
Lag B’omer Festivities
WESTFIELD – The Union County

Torah Center in Westfield will hold a
Lag B’omer Family Celebration on
Tuesday, May 16, from 5 to 8:30 p.m.
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center – Fire Ring area in
Mountainside.

There will be inflatable rides, fam-
ily games, a barbecue and a bonfire.
Additionally, performer Laibel Ben
Moshe will present a live concert by
the bonfire at 7:30 p.m.

Admission is free, but donations will
be welcome. For further information,
please call the Torah Center at (908)
789-5252 or email info@torahcenter.org.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Free Rabies Clinic on Tap
In Scotch Plains May 17

 

Wondering What Your Home Is Worth 

In Today’s Market? 
 

 CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
 

                               “FOR THE SERVICE YOU EXPECT. . . AND DESERVE” 

                Raymond “Ray” Pardon 

               Sales Associate 
                     Residential, Commercial & Investment 

                   Properties – Sales & Rentals 

            Office: 908-322-4434 Ext 119 

           Cell: 908-370-7067 

             E-Mail: RGPNJ@comcast.net 
 

 

          

 ERA Suburb Realty Agency 
 1773 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, NJ  
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 5/25/06 and
opened and read for:

Route I-78 Local and express Roadway Improvement, Contract No. 050003731;
Contract “A” From M.P. 50.59 - M.P. 52.80, Union Township, County of Union

Federal Project No: IM-078-05 (087)
DP  NO: 06113

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects; bidders must register with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, prior to the time of contract
execution. Appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as soon as
possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/27/06, 5/4/06 and 5/11/06, The Leader Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 5/25/06 and
opened and read for:

Maintenance Beam Guide Rail Repair Contract, North - 2006; Various locations
including and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen,

Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren
100% State

DP  NO: 06413

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclo-
sure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registra-
tion shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/27/06, 5/4/06 and 5/11/06, The Leader Fee: $214.20

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Scotch Plains 

908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com 

– Obituaries –
Margaret McDiarmid, 81, Was Active
At Presbyterian Church In Westfield

Barbara Smith, 72, Had Been Realtor;
Active With Service League and PTA

Cenzino Cacchione, 71, Civil Engineer;
Was Member of Italian-American Club

Thomas Burgess, 82, AT&T Manager;
Decorated Veteran of World War II

Barbara M. Derrey, 72
Barbara M. Derrey, 72, of Alstead,

N.H. passed away at her home on
Friday, May 5, surrounded by her
family.

Born on January 24, 1934 in
Evanston, Ill., the daughter of Roy
and Lois Moyer McGiffin, Barbara
attended schools in New Jersey and
New York.

She was an avid book collector,
enjoyed needlepoint, puzzles, car
rallies and music, and was always
available to give a ride to anyone in
need.

Barbara was a volunteer and par-
ticipant in the Fall Mountain
Friendly Meals Program in Alstead
and also was an active member for
many years with the Westfield Res-
cue Squad in Westfield, N.J. Bar-
bara lived in Westfield until 1986
when she moved to Alstead.

In 1974 she married Randall
Derrey, who passed away in 1984.
Barbara is survived by her beloved
family, Christy Ward of Long Val-
ley, N.J., David Ward of Alpharetta,
Ga., Father Michael Ward of Kearny,
N.J., Fran Ward Boglioli of East
Middlebury, Vt., Richard McGiffin
of Grass Valley, Calif., James
McGiffin of Brattleboro, Vt., Caitlin
Hoffman of Los Gatos, Calif.,
Aengus McGiffin of Albany, Calif.,
Jed McGiffin of Brooklyn, N.Y. and
Shoshana McGiffin of Jamaica
Plain, Mass.

A memorial service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, May 10, at the
Second Congregational Church in
East Alstead, N.H.

Arrangements were by the Fenton
and Hennessey Funeral Home in
Bellows Falls, Vt.

Memorial contributions in
Barbara’s memory may be made to
Fall Mountain Friendly Meals, Box
191, Alstead, N.H. 03602.

May 11, 2006

Margaret Elizabeth “Betty”
McDiarmid, 81, a lifelong resident of
Cranford, died on Thursday, May 4,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

A graduate of Cranford High
School, she received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in 1946 from New Jersey
College for Women (now Douglass
College of Rutgers University), hav-
ing majored in music, education and
English.

She continued her education with
courses at Union County College and
courses in economics and accounting
through her employment with the New
York Telephone Company. Betty held
positions of increasing responsibility
at New York Telephone until retiring
in 1985.

In her post retirement years, she
devoted increasing amounts of time
to her church. She served two terms
as an Elder and Clerk of Session at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Additionally, she was a Moderator of
Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery
of Elizabeth and a commissioner to
the Synod for the Northeast.

As Associate for Mission, she co-
ordinated the Westfield church’s do-

mestic and international mission ac-
tivities. She also was involved in the
mission work of the national church.

Betty was coordinator of the home-
less program and the foodbank pro-
gram for the local church and main-
tained an active correspondence with
fraternal workers and missionaries
around the world.

She also was a member of the boards
of trustees of the Westfield Commu-
nity Center and the Douglass College
Alumnae Association and was a mem-
ber of the Cranford Historical Society.

Surviving are a cousin, Ian Hay of
Surrey, England and a niece and
nephew, Catherine Hessom and Eric
Traut, both of California.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Friday, May 19, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Gray
Memorial Funeral Home, 12 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to
the mission program of The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090
would be appreciated.

May 11, 2006

Thomas S. Burgess, 82, of
Mountainside died on Sunday, May
7, at home.

Born in Newark, he lived in
Mountainside for 55 years.

Mr. Burgess had been a manager
with AT&T in Basking Ridge, retir-
ing in 1985 after 43 years.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he was an infantry unit
commander and also military mayor
of Hamlin, Germany until being re-
lieved by British Occupation Forces.

He received the Bronze Star, the
Distinguished Service Medal with
Oak Leaf Cluster, the Combat Infan-
try Badge and a certificate of recog-
nition from the Republic of France,
among other honors.

He was a lifetime member of VFW
Post 10136 of Mountainside and the

Disabled American Veterans; past
president of the Mountainside Lions
Club; a member of the Telephone
Pioneers and trustees president at the
Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside.

He was predeceased by a son, Tho-
mas S. Burgess, Jr., in 2004.

Surviving are his wife of 62 years,
Lorraine Wooley Burgess, and a
daughter, Debra S. Sikorski.

A memorial service will be held at
7 p.m. today, Thursday, May 11, at
the Community Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Community
Presbyterian Church.

May 11, 2006

Barbara Burrous Smith, 72, of Ar-
lington, Va. died on Wednesday, April
26, at Georgetown University Hos-
pital in Washington, D.C.

Born in Wellsville, N.Y., she had
lived in Westfield from 1961 until
retiring to Arlington, Va. in 1988.

A 1954 graduate of Duke Univer-
sity, Mrs. Smith had been a realtor
with Burgdorff Realtors in Westfield
and an active volunteer with the
Westfield Service League.

She also had been active with the
Parent-Teacher Association at Wash-
ington Elementary School and
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield and was president of the
PTA at Westfield High School.

Mrs. Smith volunteered for many
years at the John F. Kennedy Center
For The Performing Arts in Wash-
ington, D.C. and worked on the
Kennedy Center Honors.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Francis E. Smith, in 1994.

Surviving are a daughter, Shaun
K. Smith of McLean, Va.; a son,
Kevin P. Smith of Lansdale, Pa.; a
brother, Richard M. Burrous of
Florida, and four grandchildren,
Amanda Johnson and Allison, Emily
and Matthew Smith.

A memorial service was held on
Friday, April 28, at St. John’s Epis-
copal Church in McLean, Va. Inter-
ment will take place at a later date in
Oxford, Md.

Arrangements were by the DeVol
Funeral Home in Washington, D.C.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the John F. Kennedy Center
For The Performing Arts, the
Lombardi Cancer Center at
Georgetown University Hospital or
the Autism Society of America, 7910
Woodmont Avenue, Suite 300,
Bethesda, Md. 20814-3067.

May 11, 2006

Cenzino V. Cacchione, 71, of
Scotch Plains died on Friday, May 5,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in Pietracupa, Italy,
he came to the United States in 1958.
He had lived in Westfield for five
years before moving to Scotch Plains
40 years ago.

Mr. Cacchione had been a civil
engineer for the community planning
firm of Heyer-Gruel & Associates in
New Brunswick from 1989 until he
retired in 2005. Earlier, he worked for
35 years at Candeub Fliessig & Asso-
ciates in Newark.

He studied engineering at the uni-
versity in Campobasso, Italy.

He was a lieutenant in the Italian
Army’s Alpine Division during peace-
time.

Mr. Cacchione was a member of
the Westfield Italian-American Club.

Surviving are his wife of 48 years,
Gilda Sardella Cacchione; a daughter,
Antonietta Santoro; a son, Vittorio
Cacchione, and three granddaughters.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, May 8, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Entombment took place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Leukemia and Lymphoma So-
ciety, 116 South Euclid Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

May 11, 2006

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN:  (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven.  Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother.  Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.  Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all prob-
lems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal.  You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. A.P.H.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 5/18/06 and
opened and read for:

Long-Life Pavement Marking Contract, North - 2006; Routes US 1, NJ 3, NJ 4,
NJ 5, NJ 7, US 9W, NJ 17, NJ 21, NJ 24, NJ 31, NJ 57, NJ 81, NJ 93, NJ 94, NJ
124, NJ 159, NJ 161, NJ 169, US 202, US 206 & NJ 439, Counties of Sussex,

Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren
Federal Project No: STP-B00S (480)

DP  NO: 05461

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects; bidders must register with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, prior to the time of contract
execution. Appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as soon as
possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/27/06, 5/4/06 and 5/11/06, The Leader Fee: $208.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to the Township Council of the Town
of Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 to transfer to
Sunrise ShopRite Liquors, Inc., trading as
ShopRite Liquors of Westfield, ShopRite
Wines and Spirits of Westfield, and as
Sunrise Cellars, for the premises located
at 333 South Avenue East, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, the Plenary Retail Distribu-
tion License No. 2020-44-013-004, here-
tofore issued to Westfield Beverage King,
LLC, a New Jersey limited liability com-
pany with an office located at 5 Tulip
Street, Summit, New Jersey 07901, trad-
ing as Town & Country Fine Wines and
Spirits Marketplace at the premises lo-
cated at 333 South Avenue East, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Sunrise ShopRite Liquors, Inc. proposed
licensee, owner and operator of the li-
censed premises, with offices located at
540 Passaic Avenue, West Caldwell, New
Jersey 07006

The Sunrise (GST) Grantor Trust, share-
holder of Sunrise ShopRite Liquors, Inc.,
with offices located at 540 Passaic Av-
enue, West Caldwell, New Jersey 07006,
Ned Gladstein, Trustee

The Sunrise (NON-GST) Grantor Trust,
shareholder of Sunrise ShopRite Liquors,
Inc., with offices located at 540 Passaic
Avenue, West Caldwell, New Jersey
07006, Ned Gladstein, Trustee

Hannah Gladstein, beneficiary of The
Sunrise (GST) Grantor Trust and The
Sunrise (NON-GST) Grantor Trust, resid-
ing at 222 Maple Street, Brooklyn, New
York, 11225

Dara Gladstein, beneficiary of The Sun-
rise (GST) Grantor Trust and The Sunrise
(NON-GST) Grantor Trust, residing at 44
Maple Drive, North Caldwell, New Jersey
07006

Liza Gladstein, beneficiary of The Sun-
rise (GST) Grantor Trust and The Sunrise
(NON-GST) Grantor Trust, residing at 195
Walnut Street, Montclair, New Jersey
07042

Ned Gladstein, President and Director
of Sunrise ShopRite Liquors, Inc. and
Trustee of The Sunrise (GST) Grantor
Trust and The Sunrise (NON-GST) Grantor
Trust, residing at 44 Maple Drive, North
Caldwell, New Jersey 07006

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to Claire J. Gray, Town
Clerk, Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Sunrise ShopRite Liquors, Inc.
540 Passaic Avenue

West Caldwell, New Jersey 07006
2 T - 5/4/06 &
5/11/06, The Leader Fee: $112.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
bids will be received by the Borough of
Fanwood (“Fanwood”) for Janitorial Ser-
vices, and all work incidental thereto, and
such bids shall be received, opened and
read in public at the Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, on May 25, 2006 at 10:00 AM,
local prevailing time. After the proposals
have been opened, they will be reviewed
and examined by Fanwood or its repre-
sentatives, the results will be made public,
but until the actual award and execution of
a contract, Fanwood reserves its right to
reject all proposals.

Complete sets of the bid documents for
the proposed work are on file in the Office
of the Borough Clerk at Fanwood’s Mu-
nicipal Building, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, and may be exam-
ined Monday through Friday between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., except
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. Copies
may be obtained by prospective bidders
upon application to the Borough Clerk on
May 11, 2006 and payment of a non-
refundable fee of $20.00.

Bids must be submitted by the date and
time provided above; on the standard pro-
posal forms provided, in the manner des-
ignated in the bid documents and required
by the specifications; must be enclosed in
a sealed envelope bearing the name and
address of the bidder, addressed to the
Borough Clerk of Fanwood, with the words
“JANITORIAL SERVICES” placed on the
outside of the envelope in the lower left-
hand corner; and must be accompanied
by either a certified check, cashier’s check
or bid bond drawn to the order of Fanwood
for not less than ten (10%) percent of the
amount of the bid, but not in excess of
Twenty Thousand ($20,000) Dollars ex-
cept as otherwise provided by N.J.S.A.
40A:11-21.

All spaces on the forms to be com-
pleted by the bidder must be completed.
If a space or the answer to a question is
not applicable, the bidder must indi-
cate such with the notation “Not Appli-
cable”. Fanwood reserves the right to
reject any bid for failure to provide any
information requested or to indicate
“Not Applicable”.

No bid may be withdrawn after sixty (60)
days of the date specified for the opening
of bids except as provided for in N.J.S.A.
40A:11-24. Bidders are required to com-
ply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-
31 et seq. (L. 1975, c. 127).

The specifications may contain a com-
plete set of bidding and contract forms. If
so, they are for the convenience of bidders
and are not to be detached from the speci-
fications or filled out or executed. Sepa-
rate copies of the “bid” proposal and other
submittals will be furnished for that pur-
pose in duplicate, one to be submitted with
each bid and one to be retained by the
bidder for his (its) records.

The right is reserved by Fanwood to
reject any or all bids if deemed to be in the
interest of Fanwood to do so, to waive any
informalities in the bids received and to
accept the lowest responsible bid.

Any prospective bidder who wishes to
challenge a bid specification or any aspect
of the bidding process shall file such chal-
lenges in writing with the Borough Clerk of
the Borough of Fanwood no less than
three business days prior to date specified
in this notice for the opening of the bids.
Challenges filed after that time shall be
considered void and having no impact on
Fanwood or the award of a contract.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

Borough of Fanwood
1 T - 5/11/06, The Times Fee: $74.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, May 9, 2006
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC”

Purpose: Parking prohibited on Park
Avenue West side from the Southwest
curb line of the entrance to Park Middle
School to a point 35 feet South thereof.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, May 23, 2006 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/11/06, The Times Fee: $33.15

WF Students Prove
To Be Problem Solvers
WESTFIELD – Each spring for

several years, Westfield teams have
taken part in the New Jersey Destina-
tion Imagination (DI) competition.
Among the world’s largest creativity
and problem-solving programs for
youth, DI  stresses teamwork and
divergent thinking.

More than 100 Westfield students,
representing 12 teams from Wilson
Elementary School and one each from
Roosevelt Intermediate School,
Washington Elementary School and
Westfield High School (WHS), com-
peted against 1,000 other New Jersey
students at Robbinsville High School
near Princeton.

Five of the Wilson teams were cho-
sen to represent New Jersey at the
International Global Finals to be held
in May in Knoxville, Tenn. One Wil-
son team won the Elementary Level
Renaissance Award for exceptional
skill in engineering and design.

The Roosevelt team won first place
and the Middle School Level Renais-
sance Award for exceptional perfor-
mance. The Washington team was
selected to compete at the Global
Finals. The WHS team placed third,
its highest finish in the program.

Former Federal Judge Joins
Westfield-Based Law Firm

WESTFIELD — Alfred J. “Jim”
Lechner, Jr., a former New Jersey
federal judge, has joined the
Westfield-based law firm of Lerner,

David, Littenberg, Krumholz &
Mentlik, LLP as a partner.

Mr. Lechner comes to the firm after
a 15-month tenure as vice president
and chief counsel of litigation with
Tyco International. He served more
than 15 years as a United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of New
Jersey (1986-2001). Prior to his fed-
eral appointment at age 38, he served
for two years as a superior court judge
for New Jersey.

Lerner David managing partner
William Mentlik cited Mr. Lechner’s
“diverse perspective” as valuable to
the firm’s litigation efforts.

“It’s rare to find someone with such
a depth of experience — the legal
knowledge and balanced view of a
first-rate judge; the strategic focus of a
successful trial lawyer and the organi-
zational and leadership skills neces-
sary to oversee a global corporate liti-
gation portfolio,” Mr. Mentlik said.

Mr. Lechner holds a bachelor’s
degree in political science from Xavier
University and earned his Juris Doc-
tor in 1972 from Notre Dame Univer-
sity, where he was an editor of the
Law Review. He was in private trial
law practice from 1972 to 1984 and is
a lieutenant colonel in the United
States Marine Corps Reserve.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on May 8, 2006, the
Board adopted the Resolution for Prelimi-
nary and Final Site Plan approval for
Popeye’s Scotch Plains, LLC, 325 Terrill
Road, Block 101, Lot 18, B-2 Zone to
construct a drive-thru addition with condi-
tions.

The file  pertaining to this application is
in the Office of the Planning Board and
available for public inspection during the
regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 05/11/06, The Times Fee: $16.83
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Stars of Tomorrow
Performing Arts Camp, Cranford 

 

An exciting summer theatre program offering campers classes 
at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels in a warm 

supportive, and fun environment.  Taught by professionals!   

    
 

 

Programs for Campers ages 3 – HS

Be a Star, Shine With Us!! 
 

www.StarzOfTomorrow.com / 908-276-5053 
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

R.V.: Downwardly Mobile

NOT CHILD’S PLAY…The Choral Art Society of New Jersey, Inc., pictured above,
will perform John Rutter’s Mass of the Children, Jannes Brahms’ Nanie, and Mario
Lombardo’s Three Psalms of David on Saturday, May 20 at 8 p.m. at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located on Mountain Avenue at East Broad Street.

Opera Company Presents
Verdi’s La Traviata at UCC

WESTFIELD – The Little Opera
Company, a division of the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts, will be
performing a fully staged production
of Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata at
the Roy Smith Theater at Union
County College in Cranford on Fri-
day, May 12 at 8 p.m. and on Satur-
day, May 13 at 2 p.m.

Starring as Violetta will be soprano
Rebekkah Hilgraves, who recently
performed with the Seattle Philhar-
monic and in the world premier of The
Eglantine with Opera Drammatica.
Performing the role of Alfredo
Germont is tenor Luis Cabrera, who
recently made his Carnegie Hall re-
cital debut. Mr. Cabrera also performed
in Teatro Grattacielo’s performance of
La Cena Delle Beffe at Lincoln Center’s
Alice Tully Hall.

The role of George Germont will
be sung by baritone Don Sheasley,
whose operatic career began in 1972.
He is a leading Verdi baritone, and
has performed over 40 roles in his
career. Most notable was Mr.
Sheasley’s performance as Pizarro in
the New York Premiere of
Beethoven’s Fidelio.

The supporting cast includes
mezzo-soprano Betsy MacKenzie-

Stubbs as Flora, Patricia Pineda as
Annina, Masami Morimoto as the
Marquis D’Obigny, Chuck Schneider
as Baron Douphol, Fausto Pineda as
Gaston, and Erick Kroncke as Dr.
Grenvil.

Local area school students will be
featured in the ensemble and include
Davonna Approvato, Christin Aswad,
Greg Boyle, Frankie Cierpial, Kristen
Dilzell, Felicia Erlich, Emily Evers,
Stephanie Louis, Michael Mietlicki,
Elizabeth Rich, Michael Rosin, Dara
Silverman, Steven Tietjen, and Julia
Zappi. The students are all part of the
LOC Young Artist Program, a tuition-
free opera-training program for stu-
dents ages 10 to 18. The Young Artist
Program has more than 50 members
who participate in all of the LOC
productions along side professional
opera singers.

Tickets for the La Traviata produc-
tion are $30 for adults, $25 for seniors,
and $15 for students. Further informa-
tion is available by calling (908) 789-
9696, or by visiting the NJWA, a train-
ing center in the fine and performing
arts, at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com for
information about all NJWA programs.

show,” said Judith Lerner Taylor,
Guild President, who added that the
April 22 and 23 show was one of
PGNJ’s most successful ever.

“The range of creativity and high
level of craftsmanship exhibited at
this show certainly reflected that we
are all evolving as artists,” Ms. Taylor
continued.

Ms. Taylor exhibited a vase entitled
“Soulmates” at the Show and Sale. It is
the newest part of her “Emerging
Women” collection that she has been
working on for several years.

According to Ms. Taylor, this particu-
lar piece reflects the coming together of
two aspects of oneself to create harmony
and balance in one’s life.

“If you were to add up all the years

of art instruction, media experimen-
tation, artistic exploration and pro-
duction that was embodied in the
exhibit hall, one could easily esti-
mate decades of devotion, dedication
and personal artistic growth before
you,” said Ms. Zarnock.

According to its website, PGNJ is an
organization of approximately 70 pot-
ters and ceramic artists living in New
Jersey. The group was formed to share
ideas, solve clay-related problems,
sponsor workshops, help market their
work, and educate local communities
about the value and esthetic pleasure
derived from handmade pottery.

For more information about the
Guild, or to join, visit its website at
http://www.Pottersguildnj.org.

subject, or have their facts mixed up.”
Regarding, recognizing, and fight-

ing the genocide in Africa and ensur-
ing the Holocaust is not forgotten,
Kate told the newspaper, “I’m sad-
dened that kids are not aware that
something must be done, because
something can be done, and that’s all
there is to it.”

But Kate isn’t all work and no
play–unless you count play practice
or writing a play, as work. Her drama,
“Barely Strangers,” earned third place
at Union County College’s annual
Young Playwrights Competition this
past March.

She’s also a big fan of the hit shows
“Friends” and “Arrested Develop-
ment,” and of course loves to write
and read. She says she will read just
about anything, but counts Chuck
Palahniuk and Percival Everett among
her many favorite authors.

However, getting a call from the
Oprah Winfrey show is extraordinary.
After answering the telephone, she
told The Leader/Times, “They
(Oprah’s people) said, ‘Kate, are you
sitting down?’ I asked for a second

and thought it would be a good idea to
do that, and then I asked my mom to
sit down next to me. They told me that
I wrote an amazing essay. I was just
so flattered, I couldn’t grasp that I
won, I just laughed hysterically. Then
they said, ‘Kate–‘Breathe!’”

The next thing she knew, Kate and
her mom were being flown out to Chi-
cago to tape the show. The winners of
the contest each received a $5,000 schol-
arship from AT&T, and Ms. Winfrey
matched an additional $5,000 scholar-
ship. Kate remarked, “Oprah offered us
so many words of encouragement. She
told us: ‘kids like us give her hope.”

The newspaper asked if she was on
stage with Ms. Winfrey during the
taping. She said, “No. But there was
someone who was, and I don’t want
to spoil the surprise, but she gets
something really special at the end.
You’ll just have to watch the show to
find out.”

May 24 will feature Elie Wiesel
and Oprah Winfrey at Auschwitz. May
25 will feature the National Essay
contest winners. Both episodes are
must-see TV.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24
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By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

On Saturday, May 13, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will
present its final concert of the 2005-
2006 season. The orchestra will present
“Mozart and Mother’s Day” at 8 p.m.
at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

This year marks the 250th anniver-
sary of Mozart’s birth, and “we and the
rest of the world are having a Mozart
party,” said WSO Music Director
David Wroe. At Saturday evening’s
concert, WSO will perform a work
from the composer’s three major
genres, he said. From his choral works,
the WSO will perform The Corona-
tion Mass, from his concerti, the
Sinfonia Concertante, and from his
symphonies, Symphony #41, Jupiter.

“This is a perfect showcase of
Mozart’s talent,” Mr. Wroe said. “The
violin-viola duet (the Sinfonia
Concertante) was a very personal
piece for Mozart – many believe that
he wrote the piece as a duet for him-
self on viola and his father on violin.”

Joining the WSO for The Corona-
tion Mass will be the Pro Arte Cho-
rale from Bergen County and soprano
soloist Meredith Hoffmann-
Thomson. Ms. Hoffmann-Thomson
is a Westfield native, and she and her
mother, the music director at
Westfield’s congregational church,
have both worked with Mr. Wroe in
the past. “I’ve watched her career,
and I’m delighted to have her make
her debut with the Westfield Sym-
phony,” he said.

“We are closing what has been a
wonderful year for us,” Mr. Wroe

said. “We’ve taken lots of risks –
we’ve had many major collaborations,
from the Garden State Arts Center to
our new collaboration with the
(Westfield) high school to a multi-
composer collaboration. These ex-
traordinary, adventurous projects rep-
resent significant growth for the or-
chestra.”

“This weekend, we are closing one
of our most successful seasons,” he
said.

The Presbyterian Church is located
at Mountain Avenue and East Broad
Street in Westfield. For tickets, which
range from $25 to $60, visit the WSO
office at 224 E. Broad Street or call
the box office at (908) 232-9400.

WF Resident Celebrates
20th Artists Gallery of Gifts

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Twenty years ago,
Westfield resident Pam Newell had an
idea. As a new mom, she had been look-
ing for a way to work from home, and so
her Artists Gallery of Gifts was born.

Twice a year every year, Ms. Newell
removes the furniture on the first floor of
her picturesque circa 1881 Victorian
home and transforms her living space
into an inviting showroom for gifts. She
brings in unique
pieces such as art-
work, floral designs,
j e w e l r y ,
monogrammed
bags, and garden ac-
cessories from 10 to
20 vendors across
the nation.

“I liked the idea
of shopping year-
round; going to
high-end gift shows
where I could pull
vendors in and
make a collection
of my own to
present to the community,” Ms. Newell
said. “I have always loved finding ven-
dors whose wares are new and unusual.
Most are from small cottage industries,
people who create things at home.”

Ms. Newell was not new to the home
show business, as she and a friend had
previously done shows together when
she resided in Short Hills before mov-
ing to Westfield 21 years ago. She also
has 23 years of experience working
part-time at New Providence Florist in
New Providence, and has also sold her
own floral arrangements from her home.
She continues to teach floral design at
the Summit Adult School.

Ms. Newell stated that her very first
show in 1986 was quite a bit different
than the ones she hosts today.

“Back then, every single piece was
handcrafted,” Ms. Newell explained. “We
might sell unique ornaments that took
someone 14 hours to make with a glue
gun, and maybe sell them for $2 each.”

At her recent spring show during
the last weekend in April, Ms.
Newell’s house was chockfull of a
variety of both handmade and manu-
factured items. In one room, a mag-
netic print was priced at $7.50, while
in an adjoining room, an artist’s origi-
nal painting was selling for $750.

“It’s gone from being a very craft-
oriented show to a much more so-
phisticated line of giftware and fine

art,” Ms. Newell said.
The high ceilings, handsome ar-

chitectural moldings and wallpapers
of her tastefully decorated Victorian
home provide a backdrop conducive
to selling her wares.

“I think the home atmosphere is
one of the things that draws people to
the show,” Ms. Newell said. “Like if
they see something displayed on the
mantel, they might think it would
look good on their mantel, too.”

Ms. Newell hosts
a holiday and gift-
giving themed show
every November,
while the spring
show usually runs a
couple of weeks be-
fore Mother’s Day
with a garden
theme. The shows
typically run for all
three days of a
weekend.

On the Saturday
afternoon of her
most recent show,
Ms. Newell’s

house was bustling with activity.
Westfield resident Jill Pierce was

looking at a woven tote for her mom,
as well as tiny vine and berry candle
rings as possible centerpieces for a
communion.

“I’ve come to the holiday shows
here, too,” Ms. Pierce said.

Dawn Sijonell of Westfield shared
her opinion as a first-time customer,
buying a wreath, bracelet, and framed
piece of art. “It’s not stuff you see
when you run downtown. I’ll prob-
ably come back again tomorrow.”

Sherry Varian of Westfield said, “I
love that square wreath. I’m going to
put it on my front door.”

In addition to selling gifts, Ms.
Newell often runs a charity raffle
during the show. It usually consists of
a gift basket of items from the ven-
dors, and the proceeds benefit
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Reflecting on her 20 years in the
business, Ms. Newell stated, “I’d re-
ally like to say thank you to the com-
munity for supporting what I’ve put
together all these years. I also thank
all my vendors for joining me and
coming back year after year.”

Ms. Newell hopes to continue host-
ing the Artists Gallery of Gifts for many
years to come. For more information or
to join her mailing list, Ms. Newell can
be reached at (908) 654-3614.

Symphony Combines Mozart
And Mother’s Day in Finale

CAST Holds Auditions
For Joseph at Brearley
KENILWORTH – Community Ac-

tors Student Theater (CAST) will hold
auditions for Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat on May 22
and 23 from 6 to 9 p.m. at David
Brearley High School in Kenilworth.

Casting is open for ages 10 and
older. Rehearsals will begin June 26
and the production will be held on
July 27, 28 and 29.

Those rehearsing are asked to come
prepared to sing at least part of the
following songs as it applies: Women:
“Prologue,” “Jacob And Sons;” Men/
Joseph: “Any Dream Will Do,” “Close
Every Door”; Men/Brothers: “Ben-
jamin Calypso”

Consult CAST on the web at
www.castinfo.org or call Susan Pinto
at (908) 245-9128.
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with a fresh look at what the author
wrote, instead of merely re-enacting
the Broadway version that boasted
Disney’s big budget gimmicks, and
smoke and mirrors.

Ingenious uses of colorful cloths in
the laundry scene and at the end of
Act II present the fabric being twirled
with magnificence and ease. They
take on the feel of military pennants.

Additionally, choreographer
Kelsea-Janenne Fleisher utilizes black
and gold five-foot rods for the uni-
formed soldiers to punctuate their
precise motions in “Fortune Favors
the Brave.”

The strongest numbers of the en-
semble are Negro Spiritual in feel
and execution, especially “The Gods
Love Nubia,” and the a cappella num-
ber.

In his ever-present orange outfit,
Mereb, the Nubian turned Egyptian
(Michael Miguel), makes his pres-
ence seen and heard on stage in a
solid rendition of “How I Know You.”

Vocal director Tracy Glenn Murray
has shaped a nice mix of legitimate
and pop voices.

Stage conductor Mitch Kolesaire
keeps the six percussion-driven mu-
sicians together. A bit more bass and
drums would have rounded out the
sound that was almost muffled from
behind the scrim.

Just as the colorful fabrics of an-
cient Egypt were core to the country’s
being, the multicolor of texture and
tone are unfurled to delight the eye
and ear in this show that runs through
May 20.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – There is nothing
greater than a good belly laugh. At
the Westfield Community Players’
latest show, Nunsense, be prepared
for those gales of laughter, because
they come by the truckload thanks to
an energetic cast, great pacing, and
hilarious script.

Let’s get one thing straight from
the start: you don’t have to be Catho-
lic to enjoy the merriment, or to get
the jokes. They are generic enough to
encompass all the foibles of human-
ity, not just ones of a particular reli-
gion.

Mother Superior of the Little Sis-
ters of Hoboken has invited us to this
benefit show in the St. Helen’s School
auditorium, which is decorated for
the upcoming eighth graders’ pro-
duction of Grease.

Unfortunately, convent cook Sister
Julia “Child of God” inadvertently
has poisoned most of the sisters of the
order. The benefit is to raise money
for burial of a few nuns who are still
chillin’ in the convent’s freezer, just
waiting for money for a burial plot.

From the opening of the show as
the nuns work the audience before
they go up on stage, the audience has
a ball. The nuns’ acts include vaude-
ville stunts, traditional musical com-
edy story numbers, dancing, singing
and even ventriloquism. More than
one of the gals in black and white
habits is secretly longing to be in the
spotlight of stardom.

In the opening number, they con-
fess that they “may be on their way to
heaven, but will raise a little hell.”
And they do so with irreverence and
tongue-in-cheek cheekiness.

The Westfield Community
Theater’s intimate space is perfect
for this musical. Nice call by veteran
producer Naomi Yablonsky and ex-
perienced director Joann Scanlon.
With the help of musical director
Seth Saltzman, they have assembled
a great little cast with pretty big tal-
ent.

Barbi McGuire, a straight laced, no
nonsense Irish “Rev” can belt out a
tune with the best of them and really
likes the lighting designer Bob
Murray’s spotlight. The silliness
award has to go to Reverend Mother
when she gets “high” on confiscated
Rush. Her giggling contagiously
spreads throughout the audience.

Her number two gal, Sister Mary
Hubert, played by Andrea Barra,
brings down the house in her “Holier
than Thou” number that gets us all
clapping and humming.

Sister Robert Ann (Jen Hanselman),
as an understudy in the benefit, sings
her song when scheduled performers
don’t show.

A real showman complete with a
Brooklyn accent, Ms. Hanselman

sings her story and entertains us with
hilarious impressions of “characters”
with part of her wimple. She delivers
a number of the one-line zingers to
the Rev., with great timing too.

The young novice of the nuns, Sis-
ter Mary Leo (Cassie Carelli) in her
white wimple is quite a sight in the
ballet number. That innocent, gor-
geous face belies the devilish glee she
gets from some of the pranks she
pulls. With a dream of becoming the
first nun ballerina, she sings and
dances her way through morning
prayers in her pink ballet shoes and
bemoans the fact that the Reverend
Mother won’t let her wear a tutu.

Kristen Umansky, who plays
“dumb” convincingly, presents a very
endearing Sister Mary Amnesia who
tries to remember who she is after
being knocked on the noggin’ by an
errant crucifix. Her star quality voice
leads to the surprise ending.

Off Broadway fare at its best,
Nunsense is the type of show that
would be a sin to miss.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & 1/2 popcorns

While rollicking, silly and pretty
much what you’d expect on the sur-
face, part and parcel of R.V.’s winning
ways is its non-preachy interjection
of family values. Awash in a circus of
slapstick, lowbrow and free-for-all
comedy, mini aphorisms nonetheless
peek through, legitimize, and give
more depth to director Barry
Sonnenfeld’s serendipitous farce than
maybe even he had planned.

None of which is to suggest that
Robin Williams’s latest film is going
to win any Oscars. In fact, come Acad-
emy Award time, the TV room is
about the only place where R.V. will
still be showing. That’s where it’s
ultimately heartwarming, but hardly
profound antics will likely find their
most appreciative audience.

It opens with an acerbic commen-
tary on the American family today.
Exuding an unpretentious likeability,
Mr. Williams stars as Bob Munro, a
successful soft drink executive who,
along with his wife and requisite two
kids, is living the upper middle-class
dream in Pasadena. Which means that
everyone’s off doing their own thing,
isolated by the so-called conveniences
of contemporary life.

Jamie Munro, the stay-at-home
mom charmingly etched by Cheryl
Hines, is swamped in details. Daugh-
ter Cassie (Joanna “JoJo” Levesque)
is attached to her iPod. Son Carl (Josh
Hutcherson) is obsessed with
weightlifting. And dad, though he
doesn’t want anyone to know it, is
worried that Frank (Tony Hale), his
martinet boss at Pure Vibe, is looking
to replace him with a younger guy.

All of which leads us to why Bob
cancels the much-anticipated family
vacation to Hawaii, foisting instead
upon his loved ones the remedial to-
getherness that only an R.V. excur-
sion can afford. Truth is, Bob has
been told he must attend an acquisi-
tion meeting in Boulder, Colo., or
else.

It’s no wonder, convincing fellow
that he is. Still, that he persuades his
albeit grumbling brood to abandon
the notion of silver beaches for a

week of roughing it in confined quar-
ters is sheer cinematic license.

The Long, Long Trailer (1954), star-
ring Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz as
newlyweds also careening around in
the title vehicle, will appreciate the
recycling of cross-country hijinks:
i.e.- The R.V.’s handbrake is soon
rendered mischievously and repeti-
tiously useless, and there is at least
one scene with the metal monster
precariously perched at cliff’s preci-
pice.

But this time, too, the chief buga-
boo is not mechanical. Rather, it is the
road-going neighbors, threatening
possessors of disparate folkways and
mores, which most menace the
Munros.

Traversing the continent as a way
of life and imposing their down-home,
hillbilly presence are the non-stop
Gornickes. A liberal’s nightmare in
family form, they are Travis (Jeff
Daniels), his wife Marie Jo (Kristin
Chenoweth), their son Earl (Hunter
Parrish) and daughter Moon (Chloe
Sonnenfeld). Their chief sin? They’d
like to be friends.

Of course, Bob and company shud-
der at the thought. They make ex-
cuses, suddenly break camp, and run
like the dickens each time their coun-
try cousins attempt to lasso them.

With the chase on, it’s shades of
Harold Lloyd, the Keystone Kops and
a host of other old-time daredevils as
former cinematographer Sonnenfeld
displays a talent for the classic shtick.
And while it goes without saying that
stunt doubles are performing all the
really dangerous stuff, we get the
idea that Robin Williams is flexing
muscles he hasn’t used in quite some
time. It’s so old it’s novel.

Still, it requires chutzpah to follow
through on all those clichés. Taking
the low road in search of mirth and
high ideals, R.V.’s mishap-filled mor-
alizing travels better than its obvious
itinerary might suggest.

* * * * * * *
R.V., rated PG, is a Sony Pictures

Entertainment release directed by
Barry Sonnenfeld and stars Robin
Williams, Cheryl Hines and Jeff
Daniels. Running time: 98 minutes.

Christie Storms for The Leader and The Times
WARE HOUSE…Pam Newell shows
some of her wares during the 20th anni-
versary of her Artists Gallery of Gifts.
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MOZART AND 
MOTHER’S DAY
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Coronation Mass
featuring Pro Arte Chorale
Sinfonia Concertante 
featuring violinist Anton Miller 
and violist Veronica Salas
Symphony No. 41 “Jupiter”

Funding has been made possible in part through a
grant by the New Jersey State Council on the  Arts/
Department of State, a partner agency of the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Saturday 
May 13, 2006 at 8PM
Presbyterian Church, Westfield

FOR TICKETS: call 232-9400 
or email wso@westfieldsymphony.org

Verdi’s

La Traviata
8 PM Fri. May 12           2 PM Sat. May 13

Roy Smith Theater at Union County College
1300 Springfield Ave   Cranford, NJ

$30 Adults   $25 Seniors   $15 Students
 

        Call 908-789-9696 for tickets

...a division of

Latin Legends to Sing
For Mothers’ Day

AREA – Just in time for Mother’s
Day, Latin superstars come to
Elizabeth’s Ritz Theatre on Friday,
May 6 at 8 p.m. for a night of melo-
dies at La Seranata a Mama.

The ensemble slated for the evening
boasts the soulful lyrics and musical
stylings of Aldo Monges, Danny
Daniel, actor and singer Elio Roca,
Luis Angel, and the internationally
known trio Los Panchos.

Tickets are available and range from
$45 to $75. Call the Ritz Theatre Box
Office at (908) 352-1919. The Ritz
Theatre is located at 1148 East Jersey
Street in Elizabeth. A public parking
facility is located just behind the the-
ater.

Additional information about this
concert and other upcoming events at
the Ritz Theatre is available at http:/
/ritztheatre.net.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Sunday, May 21, the JCC, 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, will
host a discussion on Hamas and the
Prospects for Peace. Sam Norich,
executive director of The Forward,
America’s oldest continuously pub-
lished Jewish newspaper, will lead
the discussion. Be there at 10 a.m. for
refreshments, followed by the pre-
sentation, then a question-and-answer
period. Although there is no charge, a
donation of $10 is suggested. Free
babysitting will be available. Reser-
vations are suggested. Call (908) 889-
8800 ext. 205 or e-mail:
slemerman@jccnj.org.

* * * * * * *
The same group that brings you the

art fairs at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford will host Fine Arts and
Crafts at Verona Park on Saturday
and Sunday, May 20 and 21 from 10
a.m. until 5 p.m. each day. The juried
show will feature local and national
artisan, showing fine art, photogra-
phy, sculpture, fiber arts, wood, pot-
tery, glass, and more. Don’t miss the
chance to see this park designed by
Frederick Omstead, at Pleasant Val-
ley Way and Bloomfield Avenue in
Verona.

* * * * * * *
Ocean Fun Days is a free family-

friendly educational event providing
hands-on activities focused on New
Jersey’s marine and coastal environ-
ment. Bring the kids to Sandy Hook
on Sunday, May 21 for games, dis-
plays, nature tours, guided bird walks,
educational material, and more. For
information and directions call (732)
872-1300 ext. 19 or visit:
www.njmsc.org.

* * * * * * *
Now through June 4, the CWJ Clas-

sic Automobile Museum, 18
Claremont Road in Bernardsville, is
featuring the exhibit Detroit Iron:
Muscle Cars of the 1960s. See it on
Saturdays and Sundays from 1 – 5
p.m. For information, call (908) 221-
0908. This museum is dedicated to
sharing its collection of American
convertible automobiles that epito-
mize the 1940s through the 1960s.

* * * * * * *
The 14th Annual Garden Expo

and Plant Sale, hosted by the Rutgers
Master Gardeners of Somerset and
Hunterdon counties, will be held on
Sunday, May 13, from 9 a.m. until 1
p.m. at the Ted Blum 4-H Building,
310 Milltown Road in Bridgewater.
Select from a large variety of plants,
test your soil, and identify weeds
while learning how to be a better
gardener and steward of your land-
scape from the Master Gardeners.
For information on this rain or shine
event, call (908) 526-6293 or visit:
http://www.events.rutgers.edu/pdfs/
2006-0513-gardenexpo.pdf.

Live Demonstrations Add
Dimension to Pottery Guild

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Neither the
chilly temperatures, nor wind-driven
rain kept lovers of pottery from the
Potters’ Guild of New Jersey’s
(PGNJ) semi-annual Show and Sale,
held at Community Presbyterian
Church in
Mountainside on
April 22 and 23.

Approximately
25 potters exhib-
ited functional
and sculptural ce-
ramics at the
show, which also
included several
demonstrations.

“I am over-
whelmed with the
level of talent and
creativity of the
potters in the
PGNJ,” said
Nancy Zarbock,
Director of Mar-
keting for the
PGNJ.

“Our following
of patrons continues to come back
every year and aggressively add to
their collection of pottery,” she con-
tinued.

According to Ms. Zarbock, one
style of pottery that seemed to be
very popular at PGNJ’s show was
Art Pottery. This is retro pottery cre-
ated today, but made to look old to
resemble American pottery created

around 1880-1930.
“Sales are up, and the outlook for

the future is very optimistic as more
people invest in the arts,” she said.

At the show and sale Ms. Zarbock
displayed her imaginative plates and
platters whose color and line, ac-
cording to the potter, convey power,

presence and pur-
pose.

D e B o r a h
Goletz, owner of
“For Love of Mud
Pottery Studio,”
demonstrated the
use of the potter’s
wheel to throw
three gallon jugs
and “swirled”
pitchers, both of
which she also ex-
hibited.

“Watching a
pot being formed
on a potter’s
wheel is a bit like
watching a magic
show - it materi-
alizes before your
eyes,” explained

Ms. Goletz. “After 20 years of mak-
ing pots, I am still captivated by the
process.”

Barbara Donatacci gave another
demonstration. She demonstrated
clay hand-building techniques
throughout the two days.

“The live demonstrations added a
new educational dimension to the

Vase by Judith Lerner Taylor
entitled “Soulmates.”

WF Teen Kate Douglas’ Elie Wiesel
Essay Wins Over Oprah Winfrey

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Answering talk
show icon Oprah Winfrey’s essay
question — “Why is Elie Wiesel’s
book ‘Night’ relevant today?” would
be a tough assignment for a college
graduate, let alone a high-school stu-
dent. But Kate Douglas is no ordinary
sophomore at Westfield High School.

Between writing a play and filming
a documentary, the busy teen entered
the contest on a whim at the sugges-
tion of family friend Tara Flanigan.
On May 25, Kate will appear on the
“Oprah Winfrey Show” along with
49 other high-school students whose
essays were considered the best of
the 50,000 entries submitted to
Ms.Winfrey’s National High School
Essay contest last winter.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times caught up with
Kate just as she was arriving home
from play practice. Not three steps in
the doorway, the energetic teen simul-
taneously grabbed a piece of fruit,
made a cup of hot tea, plopped her
backpack onto the kitchen table and
let two very large Black Labs out the
back door–but not before offering the
reporter something to eat or drink first.

When The Leader/Times asked
where she gets the energy for her
projects, it came as no surprise when
she told the newspaper: “I always
have a million ideas a minute, and a
passion for merging them.”

In fact, Kate never dreamed her
entry would be picked. “I showed it to
my mom first, and then my Humani-
ties Teacher, Marc Silbergeld,” who
Kate referred to as “amazing.” Mr.
Silbergeld told her it was really good,
“but the only thing wrong with it was
that they (the judges) would never
believe a sophomore wrote it.” Kate
compiled the essay, drawing from
excerpts from books and articles writ-
ten by Elie Wiesel.

The documentary she is currently
working on features personal accounts
from Holocaust survivors she’s met
from the Adopt a Survivor Program
of New Jersey. There are also inter-
views with teenagers, as she noted
her aim is to compare and contrast
young people then and now on their
views, opinions and knowledge of
the topics of the Holocaust and geno-
cide. She told The Leader/Times, “I
can’t explain it, but with very few
exceptions, most teenagers I’ve inter-
viewed have little knowledge on the

WINDY SITTING…Mother-daughter duo Kate and Jackie Douglas take a
respite in the Windy City during the Oprah Winfrey taping.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 Town Book Store Hosts
Two Local Authors

WESTFIELD – In a celebration of
local talent, The Town Book Store of
Westfield will host two local author
Meet & Greet book signings this
weekend.

On Saturday, May 13, from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m., Cranford poet Judy Sterling
will be in the store to promote her
new poetry book, “From Judy’s Gar-
den: Poems.”

Then from 2 to 4 p.m., Westfield
author Leslie Fleischman will be in
the store to promote her contribution
to the book, “Bye-Bye Boardroom:
Confessions from a New Breed of
Stay-at-Home Moms.” The book
looks into the minds and hearts of
modern women who have made the
decision to become stay-at-home
moms.

If unable to attend these events,
call and reserve an autographed copy
at (908) 233-3535.

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

congratulate their students
as they perform in the

47th Annual Piano Recitals.

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com

Tel: 908-233-9094

Get Outta’
The House

Elton John, Tim Rice’s Aida
Performed in Cranford
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 23

ELABORATE LIVES...Wanda Toro (Aida) and Rich McNamara (Radames) act
together in a scene from Cranford Dramatic Club Community Theatre’s produc-
tion of Elton John and Tim Rice’s Aida. Shows continue on Fridays and Saturdays
at 8 p.m. through May 20, and a Sunday matinee on May 21 at 3 p.m. The box office
number is (908) 276-7611 or www.cdctheatre.org.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – More than 2.5 mil-
lion people saw the pop-rock musical
that was originally called “Elaborate
Lives” just before it changed its name
and opened in New York City to run
for almost 2,000 Broadway perfor-
mances in early 2000.

But ask most people today and they
couldn’t name one song from Aida,
despite the fact that the show won
seven Tony Awards in 2001, includ-
ing best musical.

It’s a pity. There are some beautiful
Elton John/Tim Rice tunes in it such
as, “Written in the Stars” and “Elabo-
rate Lives” that a number of people
would recognize only because they
made the pop charts.

The storyline is familiar: “West
Side Story” and “Romeo and Juliet”
with their love at first sight, star-
crossed lovers theme serves as a model
for the show that is based on Verdi’s
opera by the same name.

This version starts out in the Egyp-
tian section of a bustling metropoli-
tan, contemporary museum and
flashes back to tell of the forbidden
love between an Egyptian captain,
Radames, (Rich McNamera) and an
enslaved Nubian princess, Aida
(Wanda Toro).

The plot deepens when it is re-
vealed that Radames has been be-
trothed unhappily for nine years to
Amneris, the Pharaoh’s daughter
(Melissa Loderstedt).

This trio of lead vocalists/actors
delivers powerful, passionate ballads
balanced with soulful, up-tempo rock
refrains.

When the beautifully costumed
Amneris steps out of the museum set
to sing the hauntingly poignant, “Ev-

ery story is a Love Song,” Ms.
Loderstedt mesmerizes the audience
with her gorgeous face and matching
voice.

Costume designs by producer
Elizabeth Howard and Jeffrey Fiorello
have metamorphosed the divine Ms.
L’s look in vibrant teal, burnt red, and
a stunning wedding outfit, complete
with a knock-out, full body veil.

Wanda Toro’s Aida is passionate,
perfectly full of resentment and an-
ger. After all, aristocratic princess
Aida doesn’t know how to play the
role of a slave. Ms. Toro’s profes-
sional quality voice proves she can
wail a mournful tune, as well as elicit
pathos with her fine acting ability.

Egyptian lover Radames
(McNamara) expresses plaintively to
Aida in “Radames’ Letter” that he
will love her eternally. In the reprise
of “Elaborate Lives,” Toro and
McNamara declare their passion that
soars in the familiar number. It’s a
magical musical moment.

Radames has a few more memo-
rable moments with his conniving
father, Zoser, nicely played by
Cranford Dramatic Club veteran
Roger Hayden. Hayden pulls out all
the vocal stops with his majestic op-
eratic voice. Like a true over the top
villain, he makes us love to hate him.

In set designer/director Shayne
Austin Miller’s version at CDC, ef-
fective lighting and a stark, yet in-
triguing stage of gold cloth and a
series of steps prevail. Mark Reilly’s
lighting design is especially lumines-
cent at the top of Act II in “A Step too
Far” which is staged minimally to
great effect.

Director Miller is right on track
with his vision of recreating the show
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