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THINKING GREEN...On April 28, Fanwood held its annual Arbor Day Program
in Carriage House Park. The Park Middle School Environmental Club treated
those in attendance to a thought-provoking game of Tree Trivia. The members of
the club asked several intriguing questions about trees which stumped the tree
experts on hand. The Environmental Club, under the tutelage of science teacher
Peggy Brown, meets weekly after school to work on various ecological issues. They
also potted 20 tree seedlings which were given out to the audience.

Courtesy of Greg Cummings
REDEVELOPMENT BEGINS...Work begins on the first project of Fanwood’s Downtown Redevelopment. Plans call for
the demolition of two buildings at Second and South Avenues. The buildings were previously occupied by M.I.P. Printing
and the Brass Works. Sanguiliano Enterprises is conducting the demolition and recycling the concrete, metal and wood. Ron
Marcovecchio, proprietor of the Fanwood Clipper, is developing the property, which will feature first-floor retail space and
two floors of apartments.

Zoning Board Denies
Deegan Roofing Relocation

SP Officials Vow to Consider
Mini-Golf Course Issues

FESTIVE OCCASION...The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club participated
in the 86th annual District 7510 Rotarian Conference at the Sagamore Hotel in
Lake George, N.Y. from April 28 to 30. During the conference, Andy Calamaras
of Fanwood, district governor of the F-SP club, was honored for the work he has
done this past year. Forty-four Rotary clubs participated in the conference.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After hear-
ing the concerns of neighborhood resi-
dents, the zoning board of adjustment
last week denied an application by
Deegan Roofing Co. to relocate part
of  its operation from Plainfield to a
Route 22 site that was formerly occu-
pied by a pool service company.

Deegan Roofing, which was seeking
parking variances for the property at
2006 Route 22, East, wanted to relocate
its office staff to the new site and use the
property as a limited staging area for
work crews in the morning.

Michael Deegan told the board that
the interior of the building, formerly
occupied by PM Pools, would be reno-
vated and that not as many commer-
cial vehicles would be parked on-site
as had been the case with PM Pools. In
addition, access to the property from
Valley Avenue would be closed off.

Brian Deegan told the board that
three or four trucks would be parked
on-site overnight and that he expected
workers and potential workers to
gather at the Route 22 site in the
morning before leaving for the job
sites. He said it was not uncommon
for individuals who were not regular
employees to show up in the morning
seeking day work.

Neighbors complained about the
condition of the property when PM
Pools was based there and about work-
ers parking their cars on Valley Avenue
and driving carelessly along their street,
where a number of children reside.

Joseph Barge, who lives on Valley
Avenue immediately behind the prop-
erty, listed numerous complaints
about the way PM Pools had main-
tained the property and said he was
concerned the same situation would
arise with Deegan Roofing. Other
Valley Avenue residents echoed Mr.
Barge’s comments.

Five of the seven board members
voted to deny the application, with
several expressing concern about day
laborers congregating at the site each
morning. Board member Chris Abeel
said he wondered about laborers who
might show up but be unsuccessful at
securing work for the day.

“We have no control of how quickly
they vacate the area,” he said.

Board member Jim Pate expressed
similar concerns, saying there was no
way to control how many potential
laborers might show up looking for
work each morning.

Board member Tim Livolsi agreed,
saying that using the site as a staging
area was “inappropriate” and that it
would be “too difficult to control.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP Council Adopts 2006 Budget;
Mayor Criticizes NJ Legislators

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday adopted a
$22 million municipal budget, with
Mayor Martin Marks taking a swipe
at state lawmakers past and present
for “playing us for suckers” by their
inaction on property tax reform.

A 4.5 percent increase in the mu-
nicipal portion of local property taxes
will fund the $1 million increase in
expenditures this year. Councilman
Frank Rossi said more than $930,000
of that increase was due to hikes in
various mandated costs, including
more than $240,000 in additional
pension contributions, an additional
$194,000 in fees to the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority, a $235,000
increase in group health insurance
premiums and an additional $121,700
in debt service.

Councilman Rossi called the bud-
get process, which has taken place
over the past four months, a “tremen-

dous balancing process” involving
taking care of the needs of township
residents without imposing on them
too onerous a tax burden. He said that
over the past 16 years, the municipal
portion of the property tax bill has
increased an average of $54 a year.

“I’d stack that record up against
other municipalities,” he said, calling
it “a reflection of the hard work” of
the administrative staff.

Mayor Marks noted that state aid to
Scotch Plains has been flat for the
past three years and that state assis-
tance over the past decade has in-
creased 0.8 percent annually. He said
that had aid from Trenton increased

in line with inflation over the past 10
years, it would have resulted in no tax
increase this year.

The mayor said he was “very frus-
trated that New Jersey still has the
dubious distinction of having the high-
est property taxes in the nation” and
that state legislators — past and
present, Republican and Democrat
— “have failed to act” to remedy the
situation. While he was initially opti-
mistic that property tax reform would
be at the top of the agenda of the new
administration in Trenton this year,
the mayor noted that Senate Presi-
dent Richard Codey has said he pre-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township of-
ficials are promising to take into ac-
count residents’ concerns about the
proposed mini-golf course at Scotch
Hills Country Club before proceeding
further with the facility’s development.

At a planning board meeting in early
April – after recreation officials had
reviewed details of the 18-hole course,
which will be situated on the triangu-
lar property at the corner of Jerusalem
Road and Plainfield Avenue – area
residents expressed concerns about
pedestrian and vehicular safety, in-
creased traffic and the effects of the
course on their property values.

“How many of you would want this
across from your home?” Plainfield
Avenue resident Bernard Johnson asked
recreation officials and board mem-
bers. He said the mini-golf course would
result in additional vehicular traffic and
more noise in general in the neighbor-
hood, adding that he was concerned
about pedestrian safety at the corner of
Jerusalem Road and Plainfield Avenue.

At the town council’s conference
meeting last week, Township Manager
Thomas Atkins said he had received

phone calls from neighbors expressing
similar worries, and he told the council
that local officials would “seriously
address” the concerns. “There are some
police, security and engineering issues”
to be looked at, he said.

In a memorandum to the council,
Assistant Township Attorney
Lawrence Woodruff listed eight spe-
cific issues that residents had raised at
the April 11 planning board hearing.
One was that a proposed three-foot-
deep detention basin at the edge of the
new course should be enclosed for
safety reasons. Others were that the
facilityshould  close at 10 p.m. and
that only security lighting be left on
overnight; that water drainage calcu-
lations should be reviewed, that there
should be adequate supervision on the
premises and that no music should be
played on any loudspeakers.

Another concern Mr. Woodruff listed
was the parking situation at the site.
Last month, multiple residents com-
plained that people using the golf course
often park on adjacent streets. A sev-
enth concern was that the recreation
department not “cross-schedule” events
at the country club to avoid overflow
parking problems and what Council-
woman Nancy Malool termed the prob-
lem of “people hanging around” at
night after the facility has closed.

Last month, Township Recreation
Director Ray Poerio assured residents
that “we will work diligently with the
police to ensure” that teenagers don’t
congregate in the neighborhood after
the mini-golf course closes

The plans call for the parking lot at
Scotch Hills to be expanded along
Jerusalem Road, adding 44 parking
spaces. Multiple residents also asked
that the speed limit on Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue be reduced to
lessen the chances of accidents.

The proposed mini-golf facility will
feature tree buffering along Plainfield
Avenue and will be fully enclosed by
fencing. Several light poles will illu-
minate the course at night. The project,
including the parking-lot expansion,
is expected to cost $525,000.

FW Council Honors Police;
Mayor Swears In Officer

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Shortly after
Mayor Colleen Mahr and Council-
man Jack Molenaar, who serves as
police commissioner, proclaimed
May 14 to 20 as National Police Week,
one new police officer was sworn in
and several others were honored for
their work. The action came at the
council’s regular meeting Tuesday
evening at Borough Hall.

The new officer, David Kotiga,
appeared in uniform and, with his
family and many fellow officers stand-
ing by, took his service oath.

Police Chief Donald Domanoski
said that Patrolman Kotiga is a Union
County native and New Orleans Uni-
versity graduate who decided to re-
turn to the area.

The chief said the new officer
“brings us up to full strength” after a
period of time when the borough was
operating shorthanded due to injuries
and medical leave, resulting in sig-
nificantly growing overtime expenses.

After his swearing in, Patrolman
Kotiga thanked the mayor, police chief
and other police officials. “I look
forward to many years of service,”
the new officer said. “Thank you for
this opportunity; I’m very grateful.”

Chief Domanoski presented a se-
ries of service awards.

Officer Phillip Ugone was awarded
the department’s Exceptional Duty
Medal in connection with an August
2005 traffic stop and resulting arrests
involving the occupants of a stolen
car and possible weapon.

Corporal Brandon Lorenz and Of-

ficer Robert Sanchez were presented
with Meritorious Service Medals for
their handling of a suspicious person
and vehicle on Glenwood Road in
May 2005. The incident resulted in
an arrest on numerous drug offenses
and resisting arrest.

Sergeant Thomas Jedic and Detec-
tive Eugene Chin were given letters
of commendation for a drug arrest
that also resulted in the discovery of
stolen checks.

Chief Domanoski presented a Unit
Citation in connection with an at-
tempted homicide in the borough last
August. Lieutenant Richard Trigo,
Sergeant Howard Jarvis, Sergeant
Thomas Jedic, Corporal Brandon
Lorenz, Detective Eugene Chin, Of-
ficer Phillip Ugone and Officer Gavin
Sheehan were collectively cited for
their treatment of the victim, investi-
gation of the crime scene and the
resulting arrest of the suspect within
four hours of the initial call.

“The borough can take pride that
they can rely on officers like these
men to handle the situation – no mat-
ter what it is,” said the chief.

Mayor Mahr said, “Fanwood is very
fortunate to have such a dedicated
group of men to protect our commu-
nity. The borough has worked hard to
develop a good working relationship
with the police department and the
community benefits as a whole.”

Chief Domanoski thanked the
mayor and council for their support
and pledged “we will continue to
provide the best service to this com-
munity.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Remember Mother's Day Sunday, May 14th

Parents Question Nutrition Policy;
Track Teams Push for Turf Field

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) listened to public presenta-
tions and concerns at the board’s Tues-
day night meeting regarding the
wellness and nutrition policy, a new
new tablet for teaching and a turf
sports field.

The celebration of school birth-
days without edible foods was a topic
of concern for many parents. The
wellness and nutrition policy required

by the state for the upcoming school
year takes into consideration restric-
tions on food for allergies and portion
control.

“This is a draft of our policy and is
not in final form,” BOE President
Thomas Russo said. “The soonest it
could be approved would be May
30.”

However, some Scotch Plains-
Fanwood parents are not happy about
the new policy, stating that they can-
not afford non-edible treats for birth-
days and it would also spark peer

pressure.
“You have parents who can’t afford

non-edible treats like glow sticks,”
said Margaret Ames, a Scotch Plains
resident. “Why can’t they just send
home a notice that children are hav-
ing treats so parents can modify their
children’s snacks?”

For parents like Lisa Germano, a
Scotch Plains resident, having
monthly birthday parties could be the
answer. “You can’t solve obesity by
taking away birthday treats. These
are children from grades K-4, and
you are taking something very spe-
cial away,” Ms. Germano said.

“I don’t think that not having ed-
ible treats takes away from a child’s
recognition or their birthday,” said
BOE member Craig Nowlin, “al-
though it is more expensive to supply
healthier or non-edible treats than to
grab a box of brownie mix.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) track teams, as well
as members of the Boosters, came out
to the BOE meeting to support Turf-
it, a Scotch Plains field-development
foundation that wants to renovate
Perry Tyson Field’s natural grass to a
turf field to enhance drainage and
lessen injuries. Field turf is an artifi-
cial surface made of monofilament
synthetic fibers that is filled with sand
and rubber. Turf is expected to last 10
to 15 years.

Turf-it representatives said the
project would also add proper drain-
age, a state-of-the-art track and a new
scoreboard. The current cost of the
project is estimated in between
$850,000 and $1,055,000. Turf-it
hopes to raise 25 percent of the funds
needed to fund the field and would
like the BOE to support a bond refer-
endum of $800,000 for the field. Turf-
it also said they will finance any reno-
vations to the field.

The stadium field, which was reno-
vated last year, does not have proper
drainage, causing sporting and band
competition events to be canceled
because of the field being torn up by
other sports on the field, explained
Anthony Giannaci, a Turf-it member.

“Many high schools like Westfield
have changed to field turf because it
is more economical,” Mr. Giannaci
said. According to Mr. Giannaci, stud-
ies show that there are lower rates of

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TURF-IT…James Alfano and Meaghan Kelly, seniors and captains of the boys’ and
girls’ track teams at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, make a presentation to
the Board of Education Tuesday night to turf Perry Tyson Field at the high school.

Publisher’s Note
In this edition on page 11, please

see Part One of the great writing of
Brooks Crandall titled, Scotch
Plains Revolution and Evolution,
What was it like in Colonial Era?
The remainder of the four-part se-
ries will be published in subse-
quent editions of this newspaper.
Our 34th annual edition of This Is
Westfield is included here also.

The winners and their works in
the Bernard Heeney Creative Writ-
ing Contest are included in This Is
Westfield and continued on page 10
herein. Congratulations, and to the
several dozen contestants as well.

To those of you who are not sub-
scribers, please join us.
www.goleader.com/subscribe

Horace Corbin, Publisher
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