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Depth Earns Blue Devils UC Tennis Title, Raider Krueger Grabs 1st Singles Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

any shots in the practice so I was very
nervous going into it. It was a good
opportunity. He is a good player, big
serve. I just tried my best and kept
every point straight. My serve and my
forehand were going pretty well. I
made a lot of first serves. I tried to
stay focused, not lose control after
losing a few points,” said Netravali
after defeating Chen.

Seeded third, Krueger, a sopho-
more, blanked Obi Nwizgubo of
Union Catholic, 6-0, 6-0, then topped
Governor Livingston’s (GL) Greg
Chilson, 6-0, 6-0. Krueger rolled well
in the semis against Richards to win,
6-3, 6-3.

Describing his match with
Richards, Krueger said, “He moved
around the court very well. He got to
every ball. My strongest point today
was my forehand. I was pretty consis-
tent. Normally, I’m not as consistent

as I would like to be. If I hit a hard ball
to his backhand, he sometimes
shanked it.”

Looking ahead to his match with
Netravali, Krueger said, “I’ve played
him a few years ago but I haven’t
played him since. It’s going to be a
tough match.”

Krueger continued and captured
the first singles crown with a 6-3, 6-
3, win over Netravali.

“It’s is just a big relief and I hope to
come back next year and do the same.
Throughout the entire second set, it
(title) was going through my mind. I
kept saying keep focused and I pulled
it off,” said Krueger. “I knew I had to
move him around. I was pretty con-
sistent today.”

“I wasn’t quite as focused. I just
didn’t have it but it was a great feel-
ing,” said Netravali.

Blue Devil freshman James Chu

moved up to second singles and won
his first match via shutout and his
second match, 6-2, 6-2. In the semifi-
nals, he topped GL’s Brian Herseema,
2-6, 6-1, 6-3, to advance to the finals
where he routed NP’s Val Mekhanic,
6-1, 6-3, to grab the title.

“I was a little nervous. My fore-
hand was my strength. I was trying to
keep consistent. He missed a couple
of balls here and there. I was waiting
for him to miss,” explained Chu.

Raider Scott Leyden won via shut-
out in his first match at second singles
before falling, 7-6 (7-2), 6-3, to
Mekhanic in the quarterfinals. Ley-
den worked his way back to place
fifth with a 5-7, 6-1, 6-0, victory over

Cranford’s Bogdan Lysikov.
Moving up from first doubles, Blue

Devil Dean Thompson won his first
match via shutout and then defeated
Roselle Park’s Kashvao Patel, 6-1, 6-
1. In the semis, he dusted GL’s Elish
Le, 6-0, 6-0. Thompson then became
the last Blue Devil to walk off the
court after a grueling match with
Summit’s John Angiuone, which he
won, 7-6 (7-2), 6-2.

Seeded first at first doubles, Blue
Devils Jack Trimble and his more
recent partner Lee Bernstein shut out
their first opponents from Plainfield
and did the same against their Johnson
opponent to advance to the semis
where they stopped Raiders Mike

DiVisio and Ted Rosenblatt, 6-1, 6-0.
Despite having practiced a short time
with each other, Trimble and
Bernstein breezed to the title with a 6-
3, 6-2, conquest of Summit’s Zach
Goff and Mike Shea.

Earlier, DiVisio and Rosenblatt
blanked Santiago Rubio and Mike
Luie of Linden and Cranford’s Jesse
Hynes and Tom Gessner, 6-4, 6-4. In
the battle for third place, DiVisio and
Rosenblatt were edged in three sets,
6-3, 2-6, 6-3, by Dayton’s Lam
Nguyen and Avery Pangalangan.

Top-seeded Blue Devils Evan
Eisenberg and Matt Gralla received a
bye and shutout Elizabeth’s Andre
Tilghman and Geraldo Rigo to reach
the semis where they buried NP’s Bill
Beck and Andrew Fezza, 6-1, 6-0.
Eisenberg and Gralla seized the title
with a 6-3, 6-3, victory over Summit’s
Alex Kramer and Dan Gledhill.

“Coach said, ‘even though
Shallcross is out, we just have to play

our game.’ We played really well to-
day. We stayed aggressive at the net.
We wanted to make sure that Gralla,
because he is really great at volleys at
the net, stayed aggressive and that’s
what we did,” said Eisenberg after the
title match. “They were really good at
extending the point, making us earn
the point. At times, that’s where we
lost the games but we realized that if
we kept it going long enough, they
would eventually break down.”

Raiders Ron Stein and Dave
Ginsberg won by shutout in the sec-
ond doubles first round, then defeated
Alec Compagne and Craig Palmisano
of Cranford, 6-4, 6-2. After falling to
Kramer and Gledhill in the semis,

they were defeated, 6-3, 7-5, by Beck
and Fezza for third place.

“Ravi steps up, beats last year’s
county champ at first singles. Even
though he lost the finals because Ryan
Krueger played an amazing tourna-
ment, there’s nothing bad there at all.
And every other position, James Chu
comes from third singles and wins
the second singles championship.
Dean Thompson goes from first
doubles and wins the third singles
championship. Lee Bernstein steps
into the lineup, wins the county cham-
pionship. Second doubles wins the
championship. Jack Trimble changes
partners. Every single kid stepped up
and did what they were supposed to
do,” noted Kapner.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield (W) 96, 2. Summit (S) 72, 3.
New Providence (NP) 52, 4. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 41, 5. Governor
Livingston (GL) 26, 6. Cranford (C) 18,
7. Dayton (D) 12, 8. Plainfield (P) 8, 9.
Union Catholic (UC) 4.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
First singles: Krueger (SPF) d. Netravali,
6-3, 6-3
Second singles: Chu (W) d. Mekhanic
(NP), 6-1, 6-3
Third singles: Thompson (W) d.
Angiuoni (S), 7-6 (7-2), 6-2
First doubles: Trimble and Bernstein
(W) d. Goff and Shea (S), 6-3, 6-2
Second doubles: Eisenberg and Gralla
(W) d. 6-3, 6-3

THIRD PLACE:
First singles: Richards (S) d. Chen (NP),
Second singles: Leo Sprinzen (S) d.
Herseema (GL), 6-4, 6-2
Third singles: Chris Mango (NP) d. Le
(GL), 6-4, 7-5
First doubles: Lam Nguyen and Avery
Pangalangan (D), 6-3, 2-6, 6-3
Second doubles: Beck and Fezza (NP)
d. Stein and Ginsberg (SPF), 6-3, 7-5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT FIRST DOUBLES CHAMPS…Blue Devil Lee Bernstein, shown, and his
partner Jack Trimble won the Union County Tournament first doubles title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT THIRD SINGLES CHAMP…Blue Devil Dean Thompson jumped from
first doubles to win the Union County Tournament third singles crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT SECOND SINGLES CHAMP…Blue Devil James Chu jumped from third
singles to win the Union County Tournament second singles title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOURTH AT SECOND DOUBLES…Raiders Dave Ginsberg, left, and Ron Stein
placed fourth in the UCT at second doubles. See another picture on page 18
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Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield Westfield

Westfield Mountainside

An American classic 3 bedroom bungalow.  Picturesque
cul-de-sac.  Light bright kitchen, dining room corner
cabinet & more.  WSF0258

Lovely pristine 3 bedroom colonial.  New eat-in kitchen,
roof, cac and most windows.  Large lot.  Near train, town,
schools. WSF0237

Spacious, sunny 5 bedroom home.  High quality updates
& large addition.  Huge family room with custom fireplace,
deck & more.  WSF0297

“A piece of history is for sale”.  1770’s colonial farmhouse
enlarged with a meticulous addition.  Impeccable
condition.  WSF0322

Custom built in ‘01.  Stunning 5 bedroom, 4.1 bath CH
colonial on 1/2 acre.  Fantastic greatroom, kitchen with
the finest amenities.  WSF0355

Westfield
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$499,900 $579,000 $774,000

$869,900 $1,595,000Scotch Plains
Immaculate custom ranch.  4 bedrooms, 3 baths, eat-in
kitchen, formal dining room, huge deck.  Beautifully land-
scaped.  WSF0340

H O M E  L O A N S

$829,000


