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SP-F Raider Baseballers Slow Down
Westfield Blue Devil ‘Hit’ Machine, 6-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Camp Director: Maggie McFadden • email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Westfield High School

9:00am to 12:00pm

732-873-5399

JUNE 26th to JUNE 29th, 2006

        Blue Devil

Fast Pitch Softball Camp
For Girls Grades 2–9

BROWN PITCHES 3-HITTER, PINIAT ALLOWS 5 HITS

Lady Raiders Capitalize, Tip
Blue Devil Softballers, 2-1
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A fine pitching duel and outstand-
ing defensive skills highlighted the
game, but it took two mistakes for the
visiting Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team to pull out a 2-1
victory over a well-balanced Westfield
team on April 26.

“We work hard and it pays off. It
has to,” said Raider Head Coach Kelli
Covert. “They know what they need
to do and they get it done. Our three
captains (Lauren Benovengo, Mel-
issa Sette, Kelli Kaskiw) on the field
took charge today and I was impressed
with that experience. You know what’s
going to happen. We have been hot
with our bats but it was a little differ-
ent today. It’s that Scotch Plains-
Westfield thing, especially coming in

here undefeated. After the game, we
were talking. You need to play soft-
ball for hours but it’s those three or
four minutes where those little things
can happen.”

Blue Devil junior Lindsay Brown,
who had great control with seven
strikeouts, held the 11-0 Raiders to
three singles, walked three and hit a
batter. She got offensive help from
Jillian Olsen, who banged in a run.
Raider Elaine Piniat, true to her form
all season, tossed a five-hitter and
yielded no walks with seven strikeouts.

The Blue Devils took a 1-0 lead the
bottom of the third. Jess Moskowitz
drilled a triple to right-center and

scored on a two-out single by Olsen.
Brown made quick work through

three innings until she ran into trouble
in the fourth. Melissa Sette and Lauren
Mains walked, and Jillian Lusk lined
a shot past third to load the bases.
Benovengo drilled a shot to second,
which was craftily snared by
Townsend and thrown right on the
money to first for the out.

“Most of my pitches include curves
and drops,” said Brown. “I try not to
throw strikes down the middle. I try
to move the ball around, keep it low
and see what they’ll go for. Our de-
fense is really good so I’m pretty
confident in what they do.”

Perez (2-for-4, 2 doubles, 2 runs
scored) got that inning started with a
double, and James Dinizo (2-for-4,
double, run scored, 1 RBI) followed
with a looping double on the sunny
side of right field, while Perez cau-
tiously advanced to third. John Mineo
(2-for-4, 2 RBI, run scored) added an
RBI single to set up Belford’s heroics.

In his previous at bat, Belford wore
Cuba down with a barrage of foul
balls before working a walk. “There
were 13 pitches in that at bat. So that
was a long at bat. He didn’t throw so
many curves. I was just waiting for
the one pitch. The first at bat I don’t
know if he threw any curves, so on the
third at bat, I knew a fast ball was
coming, so I jumped all over it,”
Belford explained.

Jeff Bell singled twice in the Raid-
ers’ 11-hit attack, while John Cox and
Greg Bayard each had one hit. The 8-
3 Blue Devils had seven hits, led by
Mike Diaz (2-for-4, 2 RBI double,
run scored) and Justin Olsen (2-for-3,
double, run scored). Mike Murray
had an RBI single, Jayshawn King
and Jay Anderson each singled and
Dave Kaplow scored a run.

On the mound, Bayard kept the Blue
Devils off-balance, recorded six
strikeouts and walked three during his
six-and-one-third innings. The Blue
Devils scored all three of their runs in
the third inning when Kaplow walked,
Olsen singled, King laid down a great
bunt to advance the runners, Diaz
cracked his two-run double to right and
Murray drilled an RBI single to right.

“He had just enough pop on the
ball. He had a nice slider. He kept us
off-balance. He changed speed a little

bit. This field is known to be able to
score a lot of runs here because of the
short fences and I think that, once we
knew we were playing over here, we
wanted to see how many we could hit

over the fence. We just didn’t do the
job. We learned from it. We will be all
right,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster.

Cuba scattered five hits over the
first four innings and yielded a run in
the third on a walk, a bunt and two
singles. After his trouble in the fifth,
he yielded a double and an RBI single
in the sixth.

“Brandon made a couple of mis-
takes. He pitched out of jam after jam
up to that fifth inning. He left one out
over the plate and Belford popped one
out of here,” commented Brewster.

The Raiders got out of a jam in the
fifth with a double play and in the
sixth with another double play.

“This is not a team that can get
themselves down. We have a lot of
things to work on. We have a lot of
games to go. I have confidence in this
team. This is a little kick in the ego but
we will be okay,” said Brewster.

After losing 1-0 to Union the day

before despite Mineo having pitched
a one-hitter, the victory over Westfield
came as a relief to the 6-6 Raiders.
“We were on kind of a bad streak and
we are trying to get back on track.

That was a good win for us,” said
Belford.
Westfield 003 000 0 3
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 001 041 x 6

GOLF INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE
• Private Lessons
• Group Lessons
• Gift Certificates
• Video Swing Analysis

Call Derek McDonald PGA Teaching Professional.
Tel: 908 232 4288
• 2004 New Jersey PGA Assistant of the Year 
• Top 10 in New Jersey Player of the Year Award 2005

Echo Lake 
Country Club

derekmcdonald92@pga.com

Softball Raiders Rap
Union Farmers, 4-0

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior pitcher Elaine Piniat
got into the groove to fire a two-hitter,
while fanning 12 and walking one, in
a 4-0 shutout of the 5-4 Union High
School softball team in Scotch Plains
on April 26. Lauren Mains had an
RBI and Piniat tapped an RBI single
in the first inning for the 10-0 Raid-
ers, while Melissa Sette finished 3-
for-4 with two runs scored and
Stephanie Goines tripled and scored.

Softball Devils Blank
Elizabeth Girls, 5-0

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team evened its record to 5-5
with a 6-0 blanking of 4-5 Elizabeth
in Westfield on April 26. Jillian Olsen
and Jen Urcivoli both had RBI singles,
and Jess Moskowitz laid down an
RBI squeeze bunt to bring home
Kristina Fietkiewicz.
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Union Farmers Nip
Baseball Raiders, 1-0
Two superb pitching performances

resulted in a 1-0 victory by the 9-3
Union High School baseball team
over 5-6 Scotch Plains-Fanwood in
Union on April 26. Raider John Mineo
(2-2) tossed a one-hitter and walked
two in the heartbreaking defeat, while
Farmer hurler Joey Cacchiola (5-0)
fanned 12, walked one and scattered
five hits in the victory.

In the third inning, Farmer Nick
Devlin blooped a single to center,
stole second, moved to third on a
sacrifice fly and scored on a groundout
to second by Adam Brent. Raider
Chris Kolb went 2-3 with a single in
the fifth and a double in the seventh

WF’s Perrella Gets
Sixth at Penn Relays
Westfield High School senior

Jeff Perrella finished sixth in the
3000-meter run with a time of
8:30.41 at the 112th Penn Relays
at Franklin Field in Philadelphia,
Pa. on April 28.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPEEDING TO FIRST IN TIME…Blue Devil Jayshawn King, No. 8, beat out an
infield single as Raider first baseman John Mineo awaits a throw.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOTS OF ACTION AT HOME…Blue Devil catcher Jillian Olsen attempts to scoop the ball up as Raider Nicole Colineri,
No. 14, scoots in for the score. Scotch Plains-Fanwood squeaked out a, 2-1 victory.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Estate setting at the end of your own driveway.  This beautiful Center Hall Cape is located just a 7 iron shot from Ash
Brook Golf Course.  Your own personal retreat in this spacious home situated on nearly an acre.  Enjoy 5 bedrooms
(2 large master bedrooms), entertain in the spacious eat-in kitchen and invite the entire family to enjoy your 41 x 26
family room with fireplace.  (052000995)

SCOTCH PLAINS Open House: Sun. 5/7  1-5PMEstate Setting $749,000 $1,195,000

Beautifully renovated custom Colonial with master suite.  Open floor plan, four bedrooms, 2 ½ new baths.  A large
new eat-in kitchen features granite counters, ceramic tile floor, stainless steel appliances, wood cabinetry with European
hinges.  Also new is the 2-zone central air conditioning and Timberline roof.  Fenced rear yard, quiet tree-lined street.
(0520001054)

Custom ColonialSCOTCH PLAINS $609,900

Beautifully maintained home in the Meadowbrook section of Scotch Plains.  Grade level foyer with parquet floors leads
to the family room with sliders to the garden.  Elegant living room with crown moldings, formal dining room, newer
kitchen w/dinette area & thermo door to deck.  Four large bedrooms, two tiled baths & 2nd floor office.  Hardwood floors
throughout, CAC, powder room and grade level laundry offer many amenities for the active family.  (052000837)

One Visit Will Convince YouSCOTCH PLAINS $599,900

This distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction with meticulous attention to detail.  Set
on an exquisite cul de sac and designed on a grand scale, this elegant home features a 2-story entry foyer, designer gourmet kitchen,
spectacular family room with stone fireplace, refined living room, gracious dining room, office/study, four generous bedrooms,
walkout lower level with great room, full entertaining kitchen, exercise room, bonus room & more.  The deck spans the entire rear
elevation & overlooks an unsurpassed breathtaking 1.39 acres of specimen planting, lush lawns, patios & natural wooded area.
Call for your private tour today!  DIR: Cooper Rd. rt on Wellington Downs lt on Wilshire Run #5  (052000541)


