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Quakers to Speak
Tomorrow About Trip
AREA – The Plainfield Monthly

Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends (Quakers), which includes
members from Scotch Plains and
Westfield, will host a talk tomorrow,
Friday, March 31, by New York Quak-
ers Nadine Hoover and Deb Wood.

Entitled “Friends in Conscience:
Peaceful Service for a Peaceful
World,” the talk will be held at 7:30
p.m. at the Plainfield Meeting House,
located at 225 Watchung Avenue in
downtown Plainfield.

Ms. Hoover and Ms. Wood will
discuss their experiences traveling
and working in Aceh province in In-
donesia in 2005. Aceh was devas-
tated by the tsunami that struck in
December 2004, and also has been
ravaged by a 30-year war in the prov-
ince between rebels and the Indone-
sian government.

This public talk is part of the spring
sessions of the New York Yearly Meet-
ing of the Religious Society of
Friends, which is being hosted this
spring by Plainfield Monthly Meet-
ing. For more information on this
event, please call the Meetinghouse
at (908) 757-5736 or email
dkorfhage1@earthlink.net.

Blum Named Finalist
In Natl. Competition
WESTFIELD – Pingry School se-

nior Sam Blum, a Westfield resident,
has been named a finalist in The Na-
tional Achievement Scholarship
Program’s academic competition for
outstanding African-American high
school students.

A certificate of achievement from
Pingry and the National Achievement
Scholarship Program will be pre-
sented. Sam will continue in compe-
tition to become one of approximately
800 scholarship winners who will
receive awards worth some $2.5 mil-
lion. The names of winners will be
announced in the spring.

UC Students Unite to Help
Classmate With Cancer

WHS Grad Creates
Villanova Rally Scarf
WESTFIELD – Matthew Azzara, a

2003 Westfield High School gradu-
ate, along with five classmates, all
part of the university’s entrepreneur-
ship program, turned a fall semester
project into a promising new busi-
ness.

When given the challenge of creat-
ing a business from scratch, with a
small grant provided by Villanova
University’s alumni, the group came
up with the idea of adapting a popular
trend seen at soccer games in Europe.

Soccer fans would hold up their
scarves to cheer their team. The stu-
dents decided this item would be per-

fect for cheering on their basketball
team and decided to found Northeast
Rally Gear (NRG).

The scarf design was Matthew’s re-
sponsibility. Then the group, all jun-
iors, did the market research and found
a manufacturer before they started sell-
ing the blue and white Nova Nation
Rally Scarf at the games. The scarf has
been the second best-selling fan item at
Villanova this year. More than 2,000
have been sold. Profits from the sale of
the first 800 scarves were donated to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

The most successful business
project to come out of the entrepre-
neurial program, the students are
moving forward with their company
and planning to expand their product
to other colleges.  They plan to add
five additional schools for the fall but
must first obtain licensing agreements
and find a larger manufacturer. They
have also developed a web site:
Rallyscarf.com. Matthew, a Market-
ing major, has been made CMO of
NRG, LLC.

SCOTCH PLAINS – When their
classmate Chris Obara, a 16-year-old
sophomore from Elizabeth, was di-
agnosed with bone cancer in Septem-
ber, students at Union Catholic held
him close in prayer and kept in touch
through letters, get well cards, signed
t-shirts and photos, but one group of
students felt the need to do more, as
Chris prepared to return to UC after
chemotherapy.

Twelve students raised over $2,000,
with the promise that as soon as they
reached their original fundraising goal
of $1000, they would shave their
heads. Fellow sophomore and friend
Jim Harbison of Union came up with
the idea in order to help with the
family’s rising medical bills and to
make Chris feel better about having
lost his hair.

Jim’s idea caught on, as everyone
was anxious too sees him without his
afro and other male students known
for their locks. Juniors Liz Casserly
of Fanwood and Jill Hernandez of
Carteret, members of the school’s
Future Leaders of America Club, were
approached by Jim to help organize
the event. Liz and Jill went to work
during homeroom and in the lunch-
room urging their classmates to do-
nate. Well over the original goal, the

students, faculty and staff at Union
Catholic answered the call.

In addition this event, the students
have also raised funds at the annual
Mr. UC contest held on March 3 and
a Dance-a-thon held on March 18. All
proceeds will go to support Chris and
his fight against cancer.

SPF Students Participate
In Model U.N. Conference

SCOTCH PLAINS –Members of
the Model U.N. Club from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in
Scotch Plains participated earlier
this year in a three-day Model U.N.
Regional Conference in Hershey,
Pa., joining in discussions, debates
and other mock exercises with more
than 1,200 students from clubs in
New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware,
New York and the District of Co-
lumbia.

Participants in the Model U.N. pro-
gram, sponsored by the YMCA, learn
about the operation of the United
Nations, international relations and
world cultures while gaining hands-
on experience in conflict resolution,
public speaking and coalition build-
ing. Students research assigned coun-
tries and represent their views in the
various Conference activities where
they debate issues of international
importance.

According to Lorraine Sleeper
and Joseph Higgins, advisors for
the Model U.N. at SPFHS, several
members of the SPFHS delegation
were award winners at this year’s
event, including freshman Jordan
Metsky who received the Exem-
plary Position Paper Award. In ad-
dition, junior Julie Meurer received
the Premier Diplomat Award in rec-
ognition of her debate and public
speaking skills, statesmanship, ma-
turity of character and poise under

pressure.
Senior Joe Fallon was one of 25

delegates selected to attend the YMCA
Youth Conference on National Af-
fairs (CONA), a weeklong confer-
ence to be held in Black Mountain,
N.C., in July, with Miss Meurer and
sophomore Sam Ungar selected as
alternates. Mr. Ungar was also elected
vice-chairman of the Security Coun-
cil for 2006-07 and sophomore Jared
Lindenberg was elected editor-in-
chief of Video Press. Sophomore Scott
Salmon and Julie Meurer were named
to the 25-member Youth Secretariat
for 2006-07 that will plan and orga-
nize next year’s assembly.

Dan Bentley Qualifies
For Spelling Bee Finals

WESTFIELD – Dan Bentley, a
seventh grader at Roosevelt Middle
School in Westfield, has qualified
for the New Jersey State finals of the
2006 National Geographic Bee. Af-
ter winning his school-level compe-
tition, Dan’s score on a written exam
placed him among the top 100 state
winners. These students will com-
pete for the New Jersey state cham-
pionship, to be held at Rutgers Uni-
versity on March 31.

State winners will continue on to
the Nationals and have a chance to
win a $25,000 college scholarship.

Each year thousands of schools in
the United States participate in the
National Geographic Bee using ma-
terials prepared by the National Geo-
graphic Society. The contest is de-
signed to encourage teachers to in-
clude geography in their classrooms,
spark student interest in the subject,
and increase public awareness about
geography.

The bee, held every year since
1989, is open to all students in the
fourth through eighth grade in par-
ticipating American schools.

WF Band Announces First
Annual Spring Concert

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Band, under the direction of
Dr. Thomas Connors, announced their
first annual Spring Concert to The
Westfield Presbyterian Church on Sun-
day, April 2 at 2 p.m.

The band is beginning this new
tradition, as it continues to expand its
repertoire and will be performing
contemporary and traditional wind
ensemble pieces that are suitable for
the concert hall venue. Band Presi-
dent Barry Rosenberg said, “the band

seeks to bring a wider range of music
literature to its many band fans.”

A featured selection for the after-
noon will be “Prairie Dances” by
David Holsinger. “Prairie Dances” is
a celebratory dance to commemorate
the history and excitement of a cow-
boy town in the railroad days of Ameri-
can history.

Another highlight of the afternoon
will be George Gershwin’s timeless
piece of American music literature,
“Porgy and Bess,” which created a
new form of musical theater, the
American Folk Opera. One of
Gershwin’s last compositions, “Porgy
and Bess,” features spiritual melo-
dies such as “It Ain’t Necessarily
So,” “Oh, I Got Plenty of Nuthin” and
“Bess, You is My Woman Now.”
American composers.

Additional selections for the after-
noon include, “Chorale and Shaker
Dance,” “March of the Belgian Para-
troopers” by Pierre Leemans,
“Blessed Are They” by Johannes
Brahms and “Flight of the Pegasus”
by David Shaffer.

The concert will be held at The
Presbyterian Church of Westfield at
140 Mountain Avenue at East Broad
St. in Westfield. The event is free to
the public.

Future performances for the
Westfield Community Band include
Thursdays, June 22 and 29, and Satur-
days, July 1, 8 and 15 in Mindowaskin
Park in Westfield. For more informa-
tion, go to the band’s website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.

Matthew Azzara

FEED THE NEEDY…Wilson School fourth grader Grace O’Connor takes time
out of her lunch break to make sandwiches for those in need.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

  

Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

~Air Conditioning            
~Alignment
~Batteries
~Brakes
~Computer Diagnostic
~Electrical
~Engine Repairs
~Lube & Oil Change
~Collision Repair

~Exhaust
~Cooling System
~Suspension
~Tires
~Towing 
~Transmission 
~Tune-Up
~Windshield Chip Repair
~Glass Replacement

Direct Billing To Insurance Companies, Warranty, GSA & National Fleets

ABS Drywall

• Sheet Rock

• Spackling

• Light Framing

• Drop Ceiling

• Metal Stud Framing

973-818-1366

“Big Enough to Cope,
Small Enough to Care”

(908) 418 2611
Free Estimates Fully Insured

908-249-2573

Interior & Exterior Painting

Wall Papering

Wood Staining

Power Washing

Competitive Pricing – 10% off any job
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

R O M A N
Home

Improvements

(732) 680-9626

All Types of Carpentry

Free Estimates     Fully Insured

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

SITTING
& WALKING

PET

Member

Pet Sitters International

908-217-1210
Bonded & Insured

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All

Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)


