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GIANNACI, MINEO, GANO REGISTER 30+ VICTORIES

Raider Wrestlers Progressed
Very Well, Finished 16-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestlers were expected to do
quite well this season, and did, but
even more pleasing was the remark-
able development of the remainder of
the squad. Despite graduating six
varsity starters after the 2004-05 sea-
son, the Raiders reloaded, claimed

two Union County (UC) champs, four
District 11 champs, qualified 11 for
the Region 3 tournament, qualified
three for the trip to Atlantic City and
finished with a 16-10 record.

Senior Nick Giannaci (189-lbs) and
juniors Pat Mineo (140-lbs) and Sal
Gano (119-lbs) were good from the
onset, competed in the “Beast of the
East” and won their respective class
at the John Goles Tournament in De-
cember.

Giannaci continued and won the
UC title, the District 11 title and placed
third in the Region 3 tournament to
qualify for the trip to Atlantic City
and finish with a 32-6 record.

“It was his time this year. He had
challenging matches. To win at John
Goles was great. His work ethic was
amazing. He constantly goes and goes
and goes. To come back in the regions
to beat a kid who beat him was great!
At states, he said, ‘Coach, that was
fun. Do you really mind if I take a
look around and take it all in?’ He did
everything that we asked,” said Raider

head Coach John Scholz.
Mineo had another stellar season,

won his third district title and second
UC title, qualified for the state tour-
nament for the second time and fin-
ished with a 35-4 record to boost his
career record to 89-15. Unfortunately,
he was severely injured in the region
finals and was unable to compete in
the states.

“When it came down to consider-
ing who was really the best to make it
to states, Pat was the one. Pat was a
given. I never thought that he was
going to have the fracture in his arm,”
said Scholz.

Gano won his second district title,
qualified for Atlantic City and fin-
ished 33-7 to bring his career total to
75-27.

“He did it in style to place third in
the region. He wrestled his heart out.
I knew what kind of gamer he was
going to be, and he was,” commented
Scholz.

Junior Ricky Olsson (135-lbs)
placed second at Goles, second in the
district and finished 25-12. Sopho-
more Trevor Cannon (130-lbs) placed
second at districts and finished 18-15.

“Making it to the district finals
against (Colin) MacKay (Westfield)
was great for Trevor. Next year, he’s
going to be that much better. Olsson
goes out there. I’ve never really seen
him tired. He’s putting moves to-
gether. He’s making individuals know

who he is,” said Scholz.
In the first half of the season, junior

Dave DeNichilo (152-lbs) had a rough
start with the stiff competition but he
turned on the burners to place second
in the district, losing to three-time
state champ Darrion Caldwell from
Rahway. Junior Joe Bachi (160-lbs)
placed third in the district and fin-
ished 18-13.

“Dave put together a great cam-
paign, especially from counties. I can’t
wait till next year to see what he does.
Bachi had a tough time in the counties
but came back to place in the districts,”
said Scholz.

Senior heavyweight Joe Foote won
his first bout in the regions and fin-
ished 13-11. Gary Schardien (103-
lbs) finished 19-15. Sophomore heavy-
weight John Loomis finished 14-13
and senior Mike O’Neil (171-lbs) con-
tributed several key victories.

“Joe put together a fine season.
Gary ended up with a fine record and
Mike, a second-year wrestler, I was
impressed with what he put together
this year,” said Scholz.

Sophomore Keith Baker (215-lbs)
transformed from rookie to district
champion this season and finished
18-12.

“He never wrestled varsity. Being a
big kid, football mentality, he started
to realize how to wrestle. Once he put
the two together, he was a lethal
weapon,” said Scholz.

Freshman Mike Ferrara (112-lbs)
came onto the scene to place fifth in
the UCT, second in the district and
finish 22-13.

“Mike has a passion for wrestling.
He likes big time excitement. He likes
for the match to come down to him,”
stated Scholz.

Freshman Rob Desiato (135-lbs)
gained a ton of confidence in a bout
with Ross Soares of Roselle Park and
kept that confidence to place third in
the districts.

“That was his breakout match to let
me know that he was a gamer. He is
the hardest kid to wrestle because of
his hips. He knows how to get lever-
age,” Scholz said.

With the rapid improvement of the
team not just on the varsity level but
on the junior varsity level, the Raid-
ers look to make a run at the District
11 title next year.

“It’s going to be an amazing year
next year because these guys are go-
ing to be that much stronger, that
much wiser, that much more condi-
tioned,” said Scholz.

DOUGHER LED WITH 386 POINTS, BAYARD WITH 370

Raider Hoop Boys Complete
Competitive, 16-11, Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brian Dougher and Greg Bayard
mobilized the offense, Sean Young,
Rob Lewis and Darnell Dortch con-
trolled traffic under the glass as a
tenacious and highly energized Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys’
basketball team finished the season
with a respectable, 16-11, record. The
Raiders exercised team speed and
finesse to keep them in most of the
games.

“We had a good stretch this season
and ranked as high as number four in
the county. We went on to beat
Irvington and Elizabeth and that
clinched us as state tournament quali-
fiers,” said Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty. “We lost six of our games
against state champions, two against
Linden, two to Shabazz and two
games to Rahway. Our defense has
been fabulous, the kids hustled and
played hard in a strong conference so
I’m satisfied with that.”

The Raiders leveled Governor
Livingston, 73-38, in the first round
of the Union County tournament, then
dropped a 70-66 overtime decision to

Rahway in the quarterfinals on Feb-
ruary 17.

“Rahway was a big disappointing
loss for us. We knew going in that we
could play with them,” said Doherty.
“It was a great run and we came up
just a little shy in overtime when their
All-American Earl Clark took over in
the end. That game was a tough one to
lose since it would have placed us in
the final four. The team left every-
thing on the floor, there’s no doubting
that.”

The Raiders sapped the energy out
of Warren Hills, 51-32 in the opening
round of the New Jersey Section 2,
Group 3 tournament then fell to top-
seeded Colonia on February 28.

The Raiders relied on the shooting
skills of Dougher, a sophomore point
guard who virtually could score from
anywhere. He netted 386 points, (14.3
ppg) buried 52 three-pointers and was
the Raiders’ chief thief with 45 steals.
He averaged four assists and three
rebounds per game.

“He’s a terrific player and has the
potential to become one of the best in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood history,” said
Doherty.

Bayard, a junior guard, possessed a
great shooting vision and was second
in scoring with 370 points (13.7 ppg).
He was devastating from beyond the
circle and terrified his opponents with
59 three-pointers.

“He’s just an overall well-rounded
player who possesses pure natural
shooting abilities. I’m not afraid to
say he’s perhaps one of the best in the
county,” said Doherty. “He scored
seven three-pointers against
Shabazz.”

Senior guard Lewis, a defensive
specialist, basically ran the defense
for the Raiders. Lewis’s biggest game
came against Cranford when he buck-
eted 23 points.

“Lewis did everything that was
asked of him. He covered and de-
fended people 5’8” to 6’9”; it didn’t
matter. He did it consistently and
with outstanding results,” said
Doherty. “He was one of the hardest,
most unselfish and most energetic
players and presented himself as a
true team leader while not always
getting the credit that he deserved.
We’re really going to miss this fine
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David B. Corbin (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTRIBUTING SOME KEY VICTORIES…Raider senior Mike O’Neil, top,
contributed several key victories at the 171-lb class.

Fred Lecomte (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY EFFECTIVE OFFENSIVE SKILLS…Raider junior guard Greg Bayard, No. 24, possessed a great shooting vision
and was second in scoring with 370 points. He was devastating from beyond the circle and terrified his opponents with 59
three-pointers.

WESTFIELD
Welcome to 1111 Wychwood Road located on a distinctive cul-de-sac bordering Echo Lake Golf Course.  This classic Center Entry
Colonial residence combines a gracious and elegant floor plan with impeccable custom upgrades and amenities.  A marble fireplace
with dentil moldings accents the sun-lit formal living room, which boasts an elegant Andersen bay window and French doors.  The
well-appointed formal dining room with dentil molding and Andersen Bay, invites dinner parties and family gatherings alike.  The sky-
lit kitchen (16 x 19) with center-island, abundant cabinetry, wet bar, desk and French door to deck, is sure to be a favorite.  A lovely
family room, four generous bedrooms, updated baths and recreation room complete this picture and add a sensibility for today’s
active lifestyle.  The timeless appeal of this treasure will forever welcome you home with pride.  (052000873)

Classic Colonial $1,175,000

Beautifully maintained home in the Meadowbrook section of Scotch Plains.  Grade level foyer with parquet floors
leads to the family room with sliders to the garden.  Elegant living room with crown moldings, formal dining room,
newer kitchen w/dinette area & thermo door to deck.  Four large bedrooms, two tiled baths & 2nd floor office.
Hardwood floors throughout, CAC, powder room and grade level laundry offer many amenities for the active family.
DIR: South Ave. to Hetfield rt on Shady Lane #2100 (052000837)

Open House: Sun. 3/26  12-4pmSCOTCH PLAINS $599,900

This sparkling, updated and expanded Cape Cod has four bedrooms, three baths and makes amazing use of space.
This home features an updated kitchen, two fireplaces and a completely finished recreation room in the basement.
From the two separate master suites with private baths upstairs and the enclosed rear porch with its own fireplace, to
the large, fenced-in yard, this house is ready for you to call home.  (052000843)

Expanded Cape CodSCOTCH PLAINS $629,900

WESTFIELD

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms,
formal living and dining rooms, family room with
fireplace, designer kitchen with granite
countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up
attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior
with masonry accents.  Call Ralph for more
information at: 908-591-6283.  (0520000589)

New Construction

$829,000

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano


