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FLOCKED…Over the past two months, a group of Westfield 8th-grade students
and their families have been “flocking” the town as a fundraiser for a spring break
trip to Greece. Last Sunday afternoon, one of their flocks was removed from the
front yard of a house on Moss Avenue. Anyone who has any information on the
whereabouts of the missing flock, should contact Tom Pickert at
WestfieldFlocking@gmail.com.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
RAISING KEAN…Union County Republican Committee Chairman Phil Morin, left, introduces State Senator and U.S.
Senate candidate, Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield, right, as Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Providence), third from left, and Bill
McClintock of Scotch Plains look on at Saturday’s GOP  convention at Westfield High School.

DEMS PICK CANDIDATES…County Democratic Chairwoman Charlotte DeFilippo, second from left, has announced that the Democratic organization has selected,
from left to right: U.S. Senator Robert Menendez for Senate, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella for county freeholder (pictured with Sen. Ray Lesniak), Assemblywoman
Linda Stender for Congress, and Freeholders Chester Holmes and Patricia Scanlon for county freeholder.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
RUNNING FOR FREEHOLDER…Union County Republicans on Saturday
selected, from left to right, businesswoman Diane Barabas of Westfield,
Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer and Patricia Quattrocchia of Garwood
to run for county freeholder.

GOP, Dems Select Candidates
For Senate, Congress, Freeholder

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – County Republi-
cans and Democrats last week chose
their candidates for U.S. Senate, Con-
gress and county freeholder.

In an open process, Union County
Republicans Saturday nominated
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield for U.S. Senate and U.S.
Congressman Mike Ferguson of New
Providence for re-election, represent-
ing the seventh district.

Delegates named Mountainside
Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
Westfield businesswoman Diane
Barabas and former Garwood Coun-
cilwoman Patricia Quattrocchi to run
for county freeholder. Republicans
have not held a freeholder seat since
1997.

In a closed process, county Demo-
crats announced in a press release
their support for Robert Menendez of
Hudson County for U.S. Senate and
State Assemblywoman Linda Stender
of Fanwood for Congress in the sev-
enth district.

The organization also supported
the reelection of incumbent freehold-
ers Al Mirabella of Fanwood, the
current board chairman, Patricia
Scanlon of Union and Chester Holmes
of Rahway.

At the GOP convention, held in the
auditorium at Westfield High School,
the 255 delegates nominated State
Senator Kean to run for U.S. Senate.
Mr. Kean has served in the state leg-
islature for five years, including the
last three in the upper house. Mr.
Kean’s 21st legislative district in-
cludes nine of the county’s 21 mu-
nicipalities.

“This convention is the process
where we make that representation a
reality. With your help and your guid-
ance, I will represent all of Union
County,” Sen. Kean told the 255 del-
egates in attendance.

Sen. Kean said New Jersey receives
only 55 cents on every tax dollar sent
to Washington, D.C. He also vowed
that as a U.S. senator, he would fight
to make sure “that we have the high-
est ethical standards in the land.”

“This campaign is about making
sure that we are led by reformers and
not by bosses,” said Sen. Kean. “It all
starts here in Union County. Our cam-
paign headquarters is here in Union
County. Our leadership is here in
Union County. With your guidance
and your support, we will make sure
we take back the United States Sen-
ate seat.” Republicans have not won a
senate seat from New Jersey since
1972.

Rep. Ferguson, seeking his fourth
term in the House of Representatives,
was also nominated by the Union
County GOP. The New Providence
resident said he was “proud” to be
running for the first time on the same

ballot this year with Sen. Kean.
“It is frustrating not to have part-

ners on the other side of the capital
who are looking out for New Jersey in
the same way that we are on the house
side of the capital. And I can’t wait to
have a Republican…on the other side
of the capital fighting for New Jersey
in the U.S. Senate,” Rep. Ferguson
told convention delegates.

He said the national economy is
strong. He pointed to the stock
market’s six-year high and unemploy-
ment under 5 percent. “It’s because of
the tax cuts that we passed in 2001
and 2003.”

Rep. Ferguson said he was among
Congress members who met at the
White House with President Bush
last Wednesday. Rep. Ferguson said
President Bush “is committed to turn-
ing this (the political landscape)
around” for the fall congressional
elections.

In terms of the freeholder race, Ms.
Quattrocchi questioned the size of
the county budget, $413 million, why
the county tax levy has increased 10
percent per year over the past five
years, why the freeholders gave them-
selves a 5.3 percent raise in Decem-
ber “and than announced layoffs to
lower level county employees” the

following month. She also raised the
issue of overtime costs, the deaths of
three detainees at the county’s juve-
nile detention center and Runnells
Specialized Hospital budget, which
she noted is “running in the red again.”

“Why does it seem that every piece
of open space that we (the county)
acquire we have to build something
on?” she questioned.

“As Republicans, we have the op-
portunity this year (to win freeholder
seats),” she said. “However with op-
portunity comes responsibility. And
we have the responsibility to unite
because where there is unity there is
power.”

Mr. Mortimer said he has been frus-
trated by working to pass “tight”
municipal budgets in Mountainside
“only to have a large county tax in-
crease levied on our residents.”

“Although we collect these taxes,
we have no control in where and how
they are raised,” he added. He said
county spending is “uncontrolled.”

As a realtor he said, “Simply put,
higher property taxes have a negative
effect on property values.”

He said county government “needs
its own version of pay-to-play re-
form,” charging that county Demo-

DWC Concerned About Vacancies
In Town; Brick Pavers Proposed

Two Westfield Teenage
Runaways Return Home

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After five days
missing, two Westfield teenage girls
called home from New Orleans, La.
and returned home Friday.

Parents reported their two 16-year-
old Westfield teenage daughters miss-
ing last Monday, March 13. The two
girls are friends and police learned
they were following a band’s touring
schedule.

Westfield Police Captain Cliff
Auchter said the girls took a grey-
hound bus to North Carolina and met
with the band, who was believed to be
Canadian group, The City Streets
Band. According to the band’s
website, they played a gig in Char-
lotte, N.C. on Tuesday, March 14.
The girls, according to the police,
then traveled in the band’s van to
New Orleans, where they contacted
home on Friday.

According to Police Chief John
Parizeau, up until that point, one of
the girls had been in contact with her
parents through e-mail. On Friday
evening, one girl’s older brother flew
down to New Orleans to pick them
up. The plane returned to Newark
Airport Friday night at 9:30 p.m.

“They weren’t hurt. We believe the
need of money was the impetus for
them phoning home,” Captain Auchter
said. Though not knowing for cer-
tain, the captain said if he ventured a

“wild guess,” they made all payments
on the trip in cash.

Upon their safe return, police con-
ducted face-to-face interviews with
the two girls on Friday and Saturday
evenings and considered the case
closed.

On Friday, Westfield police said
one of the girl’s friends lives in Penn-
sylvania and police searched the Ben
Salem, Pa. home but didn’t find any-
thing. Westfield police sent the girls’
photos and descriptions to all New
Jersey police forces, port authorities
and to Ben Salem, Pa. Every stop on
the band’s tour was flagged and po-
lice in the respective towns notified.

Westfield police remained in con-
tact with the affected families the
entire time and entered the children’s
names in the NCIC (National Crime
Information Center) missing persons
report.

Chief Parizeau said Westfield po-
lice handle “a lot of runaways - most
we find in 24 hours.” In the last couple
of years, police faced cases where
two teens were missing for months.
However, in those cases, Chief
Parizeau indicated that both 17-year-
old girls were in contact with their
mothers all the time.

“Once they turned 18, they con-
tacted us and the case is closed. In
their cases both had gotten married
and were further emancipated,” the
chief added.

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD —Vacancies in
downtown Westfield are “higher than
they’ve been in some time, especially
on the retail side,” Sherry Cronin,
Executive Director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), an-
nounced at Monday’s DWC meeting.

At Monday night’s board meeting,
Mrs. Cronin said the DWC economic
committee would put a plan in place
to help retain business, with the help
of a consultant.

In other business, the DWC has
sprung into spring with several pro-
motions, according to Mrs. Cronin.

The “W Dollar” program allows
customers to earn one dollar for every
$10 they spend at participating stores.
Customers can then use their accrued
“W Dollars” towards a purchase.
Twenty-seven merchants are partici-
pating in the program. Customers
must use their “W Dollars” by Satur-
day, April 15.

The DWC is also sponsoring
“March for the Arts” on Sunday, in
conjunction with the Newark Mu-
seum. The museum will host Westfield
Community Day, which will feature
exhibits by the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts and the DWC.

Tickets are free. Those who obtain
tickets can also receive five free “W
Dollars” from the DWC by showing
the event flier. Residents can call (908)
789-9444 for information on tickets,
parking and transportation.

In other promotional news, the
DWC will seek out sponsors for the
5K Run on Wednesday, July 26. The
event costs $41,000 and is the only
one hosted by the DWC, which re-
quires sponsors, according to Mrs.
Cronin.

The DWC is also in the process of
considering designs for the Rialto
movie theater’s pedestrian barricade.
The goal of the barricade is to help
protect pedestrians both around the
theater and across the street. Mrs.
Cronin said the plan includes a load-

ing zone which will also be a “drop
off and pick up zone” at night.

In other news, the board discussed
changing current language in the
municipal code to require property
owners to install brick pavers, instead
of cement, on their sidewalks.

Section 24-27 of the current code,
“standards and specifications;
grades,” requires that new sidewalks

be composed of “Portland cement
concrete of natural color to lines and
grades approved by the town engi-
neer.”

Board member and property owner
Dominick Verdic, suggested that if
new language is added, it should
clearly spell out requirements for the
“style of pavers, how they’ll be in-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Town Council Agrees To Settle
Newpointe Realty Lawsuit

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Before Tuesday’s
regular council conference meeting,
the council conducted a special pub-
lic meeting on the Newpointe Realty
litigation, which was filed against the
town and Ward & O’Donnell Prop-
erty Development co., Inc. in State
Superior Court in Union County on
January 25, 2005.

Before finalizing and announcing
their decision on Newpointe, the coun-
cil retired to executive session. In the
subsequent council conference meet-
ing, the council agreed on requiring
all excavation sites to be enclosed
with six-foot chain link fence to be
secured at the end of the day. Also, the

council concurred that Porto-Johns
should be out of the public right of
way. The council again went into
executive session to discuss the po-
lice department disciplinary hearing
of Police Officer Gregory Kasko,
which was held Monday.

On Newpointe, the council en-
dorsed a plan for the town to “vacate
New Street” for development near
the convergence of South and Central
Avenues near the old Westfield MRI
building, and authorized Mayor Andy
Skibitsky to sign a settlement agree-
ment with Newpointe Realty. The
council voted 6-2 to endorse the new
Newpointe plan.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the “compromise” between

Newpointe and the town called for 42
residential units, 50 percent of which
would be age-restricted with first floor
working and living units consisting
of residential and office space. Also,
Newpointe has agreed to develop ei-
ther off-site or inclusionary afford-
able housing units consistent with the
town’s obligations under regulations
proscribed by the Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH).

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca voted against both resolu-
tions because of proposed lofts on the
top of the development. “I see them
as nothing more than a third bed-
room. For that very limited reason, I
can’t say I specifically endorse this
plan,” he said.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst, who also voted against the
resolutions, said, “There are some
changes I would like to see made to
the plan, which are very particular in
detail and too numerous to say in this
particular meeting. For various rea-
sons, I’m voting no.”

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan said she respectfully dis-
agreed with Councilman Foerst that,
“it’s not our job to micromanage. I’m
not an architect. The major points of
the legal protection and the concept
of a controlled-growth policy we are
advancing as a town are the major
points that have been met adequately
in my opinion.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said “my primary concern
is that from a practical standpoint,
this is a matter I’ve noticed on the
agenda of the town council for closed
session for a number of years now
and without any end in sight. We need

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

UC Residents Displeased
At Rerouting Air Traffic

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SPRINGFIELD —About 100 area
residents turned out Tuesday evening
for a public meeting held by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA)
regarding potential changes in air traf-
fic routes. The meeting was held at
the Springfield Holiday Inn on Route
22.

Nearly two-dozen residents voiced
individual concerns during the
meeting’s question-and-answer pe-
riod. Collectively, they expressed dis-
pleasure in the re-routing of noisy air
traffic over Union County neighbor-
hoods.

Late last year, the FAA proposed
four airspace redesign alternatives in
the New York, New Jersey and Phila-
delphia metropolitan areas. The idea
was to improve safety, minimize de-

lays and manage anticipated growth
in air traffic.

The proposed changes would be
the first since the late-1980s, when
federal officials did not provide op-
portunities for public input until after
new airspace patterns were approved,
resulting in a lengthy battle to ham-
mer out compromises. This time
around, the FAA scheduled a series
of nearly 30 meetings as part of a
lengthy public comment period.

Redesign critics argue that at least
two of the FAA’s new proposals would
result in a more significant increase
in aircraft noise than ever, because air
traffic would be re-routed westward
and directly over – or, in some cases,
toward – primarily residential towns
surrounding Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport immediately after take-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Corrections
A headline for a story on the death

of former Fanwood resident Ken
Conceicao, 35, in Florida should have
said he attended Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) for
three years but left the school in his
junior year.

***************
In a page 2 article in last week’s

issue, a story on former Westfield
resident, Dr. Randolph Wojcik, in-
correctly stated that he is board certi-
fied and currently completing his resi-
dency at Lehigh Valley Hospital. The
article should have stated that he is
board certified in general surgery and
that upon completion of his residency
at Lehigh Valley he will be board
eligible in plastic and reconstructive
surgery.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Monday, March 13, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that some-
one used her bank card and made approxi-
mately $300 of purchases at various stores.

Tuesday, March 14, a resident of Wind-
ing Brook Way reported being the victim
of harassment. The victim stated a former
acquaintance constantly calls her and
demands money. Police are investigating
the matter.

Wednesday, March 15, a teacher at
Union County Vocational-Technical
School reported that a student yelled ob-
scenities after he asked the student to
leave the class.

Friday, March 17, Lam Huynh, 43, of
Greenbrook was arrested for driving while
intoxicated (DWI). Huynh was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, at which
time officers detected an odor of alcohol,
police said. The suspect failed a sobriety
test and he was placed under arrest. He
was processed at headquarters and re-
leased, police said.

Friday, March 17, Rocco Scavone, 22,
of South Plainfield was arrested for pos-
session of drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
the paraphernalia was in plain view.

Mountainside
Thursday, March 16, Dennis Freeman,

59, of Brick Township was arrested fol-
lowing a field investigation for outstand-
ing warrants.

Friday, March 17, Kevin Washington,
aka Kevin Williams, 31, of Newark was
arrested for driving without a license fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
at which time the suspect gave the false
name of Tariq Smith. According to po-
lice, a check through the Department of
Motor Vehicles yielded negative results,
but two active warrants on that name as an
alias.

Police said Williams then gave the
name Kevin Washington as an alias, which
resulted in the suspect being charged with
numerous warrants under that name. An
inquiry into his true identity determined
his state name to be Kevin Washington
with his birth name being Kevin Will-
iams, police said. The suspect was also
charged with hindering apprehension and
prosecution.

Saturday, March 18, a Central Avenue
resident reported being the victim of iden-
tity theft. The victim received notifica-
tion from his bank that someone had
changed his personal profile, as well as
his address. The bank also advised him he
was late on a credit card payment. Police
said the bank’s fraud department deter-
mined someone had accessed the victim’s
personal information and changed infor-
mation. It was also determined a savings
account was opened in the victim’s name
as well, police said.

Saturday, March 18, Dashawn
McDonald, 21, of Irvington was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for driving with a suspended license.

Saturday, March 18, a resident of Wil-
low Road reported being the victim of
burglary. When the homeowners returned
home they found the back door window
was smashed and bedrooms in the house
ransacked. Police said it is uncertain at
this time what was taken. The incident is
under investigation.

Sunday, March 19, Yasin Bowers, 24,
of Union was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for speeding at which time it
was determined he was driving with a
suspended license.

Sunday, March 19, a patron at a Route
22 restaurant reported being the victim of
criminal mischief. The victim stated that
when he returned to his vehicle after
having dinner at the restaurant, his two
right side tires were slashed. The incident
is under investigation to determine if the
damage was the result of a random act of
violence or prompted by the victim’s ac-
tions, police said.

Monday, March 20, Joseph Beford, 21,
of Newark was arrested following a field
investigation on numerous outstanding
warrants totaling $2,200.

Westfield
Monday, March 13, Juan Texis, 37, of

Plainfield was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Sussex
Street on a Plainfield criminal warrant for
$500. He was released after posting bail.

Monday, March 13, a motor vehicle
parked in the 20 block of East Broad
Street was damaged through criminal
mischief. Someone scratched the paint on
the passenger side door with an unknown
object.

Tuesday, March 14, two bushes were
torn from the ground at a business in the
300 block of Lenox Avenue and were left
in the middle of the establishment’s back
parking lot.

Tuesday, March 14, a Wychwood Road
resident reported that someone entered
her motor vehicle, which was parked in
the garage, and removed her registration
and insurance cards. A pair of eyeglasses
and a garage door opener also were re-
moved from the vehicle but were left
behind on the lawn.

Tuesday, March 14, Corrie Gorombey,
23, of Roselle Park was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Boulevard and South
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). She was released to a
responsible individual.

Wednesday, March 15, Ronisha S.
Brandon, 28, of Palmyra was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on crimi-
nal warrants issued by Palmyra, for $750;
New Brunswick, $3,500 and Perth
Amboy, $1,392. She was held pending
pickup by one of the agencies that had
issued warrants for her.

Wednesday, March 15, Perry M. Jones,
Jr., 41, of Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a Union
County no-bail warrant issued by the Pro-
bation Department for non-payment of
assessed fines. Jones also was arrested on
traffic warrants issued by Plainfield, for
$2,110; Watchung, for $2,606, and New-
ark, for $150, plus a criminal warrant
from Newark for $125.

Thursday, March 16, Kendal S.
Gardner, 45, of Delanco was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a crimi-
nal warrant from Westfield for $410.
Gardner also was wanted on traffic war-
rants from Woodbridge, for $200, and
Newark, for $91. He was held in lieu of
bail.

Thursday, March 16, Anthony Thomp-
son, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on two
Westfield warrants – one criminal and
one traffic warrant – totaling $650, as
well as a criminal warrant from Elizabeth
for $100. He was released after posting
bail.

Thursday, March 16, Jeffrey Kavalin,
53, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on two Westfield traf-
fic warrants with a total of $178 bail. He
was released after posting bail.

Friday, March 17, Karen Hannam, 46,
of Kenilworth was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle stop
at North and Edgewood Avenues. She
was released to a responsible individual.

Friday, March 17, Kasaidsme Barlow,
28, of Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on a criminal warrant
from Westfield for $235. He was com-
mitted on default of bail.

Friday, March 17, Rossana Arguello,
41, of Cliffside Park was arrested and
charged with DWI at a DWI checkpoint at
Central Avenue and Virginia Street. She
was released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, March 18, Mark Buontempo,
18, of Cranford, Kenneth Van Gorden,
19, of Linden and Bryan Dewitt, 18, of
Scotch Plains were arrested at a DWI
checkpoint at Central Avenue and Vir-
ginia Street and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. All three were released with sum-
monses.

Saturday, March 18, James Graham,
41, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI at Central Avenue and Frazee
Court. He was released to a responsible
adult.

Saturday, March 18, Alison M.
Federico, 39, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with DWI at Boynton Av-
enue and Virginia Street. She was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

crats “have been collecting huge cam-
paign contributions from companies
doing business with the county, which
means, once again, we will be at a
huge financial disadvantage. But
while we will be outspent, we will not
be outworked.”

Ms. Barabas, a county resident for over
25 years, is a past Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce board chairman and
recently joined the DWC board.

“So now it is time to give back to the
Republican Committee and hopefully we
can get Tom Kean elected and make some
changes in the Union County freehold-
ers’ dilemma,” she said.

Democratic Chair Charlotte DeFilippo
released, “The Democratic freeholder
team of Mirabella, Scanlon and Holmes
has delivered services and safety to the
residents of Union County during their
tenure. They have a strong record of fiscal
management and accountability and have
focused on issues such as health, educa-
tion, transportation and recreation which
matter greatly to our constituents.”

stalled ..and what material will be the
sub-base.”

Board Vice Chairman Joseph
Spector, suggested the design com-
mittee write the new language and
submit it to the town for review.

In open discussion by citizens, resi-
dent Robert Tarte voiced a concern
about pedestrian walkways during the
upcoming “sidewalk café” season.
Mr. Tarte said it is often difficult for
pedestrians to pass by patrons dining
on the street.

“Somebody has to enforce it,” he
said. “It’s up to the restaurant own-
ers to make sure the rules are en-
forced.”

After the meeting, The Westfield
Leader contacted Fire Chief Daniel
Kelly who verified that the Fire De-
partment is responsible for enforcing
the sidewalk café code (Ch 24, Ar-
ticle 7 of the municipal code). Ac-
cording to Chief Kelly, proprietors
must leave six feet “from the face of
the curb back to the edge of the side-
walk café.” He said that area must
“remain unobstructed for pedestrian
passageway.”

Chief Kelly said if the passageway
is obstructed, it is not always the fault
of the proprietor. He said sometimes
it is the patrons themselves who move
their chairs and, as a result, obstruct
the passageway.

Chief Kelly said the code is usually
“strictly enforced.”

The sidewalk café season runs from
April 1 to November 30.

In other news, board member Ted

Schlosberg announced he has created
a local “arts consortium” which will
meet once a month. Mr. Schlosberg
suggested the group join forces with
the DWC.

He said the relationship would al-
low the DWC to “utilize the arts to
enhance” its projects.

“This kind of bonding together can
be very significant,” he said.

Mr. Schlosberg described the group
as a “clearinghouse” for the arts, “a
place you can go if you have needs.”

Mr. Spector agreed that the group
will be a “wonderful liaison” with the
DWC’s promotions committee.

The next meeting for the DWC will
be Monday, April 17 at 8 a.m.

Board of Adjustment
Hears Applications

By CARRIE HAYES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On March 13, the board
of adjustment rejected a side deck appli-
cation for Highland Avenue and will re-
visit another on Mountain Avenue next
month. The board approved perpendicu-
lar signage for the David Henry Agency
located on the second story at 10 Prospect
Street. Joseph and Eva Rossi were granted
a six-month extension for their variance
on Union Street, which was set to expire
the following day.

The board granted variances to Roger
Dumont of 128 Marion Avenue to in-
crease his side yard, habitable and lot
coverage; Joe DeVito at 140 Tudor Oval
to build an addition; Mary and Chris
Romano of 716 Kimball Avenue to in-
crease their lot coverage; Kelly Kessler of
424 Hillside Avenue to construct an addi-
tion, and Arch Knisely and Nancy
Thornberry of 647 St. Marks Avenue for
an addition.

The application of Diane Barasso of
936 Highland Avenue for a side-yard
variance involving a patio was not granted.
An original variance allowed her to have
a small patio behind her house. She wanted
to expand the width of the patio so as not
to build a flight of stairs. The ordinance
dictates that patios and decks must only
be in the rear yard, and the board rejected
the application, because, “despite her to-
pographical challenges,” a side-yard pa-
tio would infringe on the privacy of her
neighbors on the left of her property.

Mr. and Mrs. William Ryan of 16
Stoneleigh Park, whose application had
been pushed forward a couple of times,
did not attend the meeting. As a result,
they must now re-apply.

The Callahans of 553 Fairmont were
granted a variance, as were Mr. and Mrs.
Christopher Ryan of 9 Stoneleigh Park
and the Hammers of 704 Forest Avenue
to enlarge a third bedroom.

Marianne Lopapa, of 2 Mohawk Trail
was granted a variance for a side-yard
addition but the footprint of the house will
not change.

The board granted a variance to Marcy
Lazar of 783 FairAcres Avenue after she
agreed to the preferred sloped roof option
included in her architectural plans. The
Yarusis at 1229 Prospect Street were
granted a variance as well.

The board heard Christina Beck’s re-
quest for a variance for a side deck at 605
Mountain Avenue. It is a corner lot and
discussion of whether the proposed loca-
tion could be considered “the rear yard”
ensued. There is 45 feet clearance from
the property line.

For speaking out of turn during discus-
sion of the application, the board attorney
told Mrs. Beck’s architect, Robert Algarin,
“This is not a dialogue. You present your
case and then we consider it and I won’t
tell you again.”

The board advised Mrs. Beck and Mr.
Algarin they would revisit their proposal
at next month’s board meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC Brick Pavers

Courtesy of the Westfield Fire Department
BRUSH FIRE...As smoke clouded the area near homes, flames are quickly located
and extinguished Tuesday afternoon by the Westfield Fire Department in the
wooded area near Westfield Memorial Pool.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Town Council
to recognize there’s a great deal in-
vested by the town in the expense of
this matter. At some point, we need to
recognize that there are concerns to
the taxpayer of continuing in litiga-
tion that has no foreseeable end and
sometimes you have to do what’s
practical rather than what you under-
stand to be the best solution.”

Mayor Skibitsky said the vacant
buildings are eyesores and this settle-
ment “does a great job in reestablish-
ing the South Avenue business area
and is in the best interest of the town.”

After the meeting, Mr. Gildea added
that there were multiple proposals of
different development types on the
New Street corner. “None of them
were met with complete satisfaction
from the council, so they continued to
work with us. When the council pro-
ceeded with the Ward project,
Newpointe saw that as an opportu-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Candidates

nity.”
Newpointe Realty Owner Michael

Zemsky sued the town’s planning
board and Ward & O’Donnell follow-
ing the town’s approval of James
Ward’s 35-unit age-restricted build-
ing on Prospect Street, maintaining
that rezoning laws passed in Decem-
ber of 2004 were tailored specifically
for the Ward project and that the de-
velopment exceeded the maximum
density of any zone in Westfield.

Now that the council has endorsed
the plan and given the mayor author-
ity to sign the settlement, the issue
moves to the planning board tonight,
March 22. They will act on a resolu-
tion, according to Mr. Gildea, saying,
“We are getting out of the lawsuit and
will look at the matter with an objec-
tive eye if and when this comes to us,”
Mr. Gildea said.

While Mr. Gildea discussed the
“general parameters” of the agree-
ment with The Westfield Leader, spe-
cific terms and negotiated items in
agreement could not be revealed. “It
is not a public document until it is
finalized, signed and ordered by the
court.”

Garwood BOE Proposes
Zero Tax Increase

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Over 50 members of
the community turned out at Washington
Elementary School to recognize students
from Lincoln School and Arthur L.
Johnson High School for being accepted
into the National Honor Society and Hon-
ors Society.

To become a member of the either
honor society the students had to apply
and maintain a 3.75 GPA. “These stu-
dents demonstrate academic scholarship,
leadership, service to their community,”
said Lisa Dunn, National Honor Society
Chairman at ALJ.

“I’m really happy our students are do-
ing well,” says Dr. William Murphy, su-
perintendent of schools. “To have so many
students recognized for their academic
achievement really says a lot for the com-
munity.”

The BOE also announced that Teresa
Burglund was named teacher of the year.
She has taught kindergarten for seven
years in Washington School and has
worked for Garwood district for 17 years.
The other years she worked as a resource
teacher.

The board approved this year’s budget.
According to board member Gary Maher,
teacher negotiations are 90 percent re-
solved. Mr. Maher also said the school tax
would not increase next year. “The oper-
ating budget that we proposed does not
have an increase tax levy from last year.”
A public hearing on the proposed school
budget will be held on Wednesday, March
29 at Washington School.

“It sounds like the finance committee
put together a good budget this year,” said
Mayor Dennis McCarthy, who attended
Tuesday’s meeting. “I will be at the next
meeting.”

Currently there are no candidates for
next year’s Parent-Teacher Association
president. Dr. Murphy said he would be
asking the PTA to begin the phone chain
to ask parents for nominations. “This is a
way to get people out to vote and be more
active in their community,” said board
member Debbie Courtney.

The BOE also discussed ways to cau-
tion parents to keep their eyes on their
children’s’ use of the Internet after the
recent myspace.com pedophilia arrests.
“The Garwood Police discussed Internet
safety and how parents’ have to take more
of a role in monitoring children’s use of
the Internet,” said Mrs. Courtney. “I took
a look myself and the website is just full
of Garwood kids, where they hang out,
and what they like.”

The board also discussed the recent
school repairs including the roof over the
science room that was recently completed
as well as the brown water at Washington
School. The furnace that needs to be
replaced caused the brown water, offi-
cials said.

“We didn’t realize that the furnace
went bad,” Dr. Murphy said. “We plan to
take care of this as soon as possible.”

The BOE also passed a resolution to
repave Lincoln School’s rear playground
and parking lot. The total cost will be
$49,309. The BOE discussed measures to
ban skateboards, heelies (sneakers with
skates), and skates from school grounds
for next year. Members also expressed
concern about nutrition including food
allergies and possibly ending birthday
cupcakes in class. “Parents can’t be ex-
pected to keep track of every child’s food
allergies,” said board member Christine
Guerriero.

Foley Recommends Cutting
WF Industrial Arts Position

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Proposed budget
reductions were the prevailing topic
at the regular meeting of the board of
education Tuesday evening. Schools
Superintendent Dr. William Foley
presented his recommendation that
the board eliminate an industrial arts
position at the intermediate school
level.

Dr. Foley expressed the need for
the board “to go over cuts that have
been taken and cuts that are out there.”
He also said that the board must de-
cide if they want to accept the 14-cent
per $100 assessed or try to lower it to
13 cents, which involves cutting the
budget by an additional $180,000. “I
think that it’s a value judgment that
you need to make,” he said.

The board is considering cutting
programs such as Saturday science, a
high school elective, one eighth-grade
field hockey coach, a librarian at the
elementary level who is responsible
for the kindergarten library program,
as well as other positions and pro-
grams.

Dr. Foley said he would like to
keep the stipend positions for the
intramural program, especially since
170 male students have gone out for
track and field, the largest number
ever, and this program may help fa-
cilitate this increase in numbers.

Kimberly Rhodes, outgoing board
member, said, “I don’t think any of
these things on this list are critical
items. I believe that we should con-
sider bringing in the budget at 13
cents. We might want (these budget
items) but do we need them?”

Dr. Foley responded to Ms. Rhodes,
“(People) don’t need a million dollar
house in Westfield; they want it…they
don’t need track, but they would not
consider cutting track. They want it.”

The three board challengers, Jane
Clancy, Doug Stokes and WHS se-
nior Jesse Garfinkel were in atten-
dance at the meeting and addressed
the board.

Dr. Foley, Business Administrator
Robert Berman, and BOE members
are addressing parents and the gen-
eral public regarding the budget at
meetings scheduled in schools
throughout the district.

Some meetings have taken place
already. On Thursday, March 30, the
meeting will take place at Edison
Intermediate School at 9 a.m. Other
meetings are Wednesday, April 5, at
WHS and Thursday, April 6 at
Franklin School, both at 7:30 p.m.

The next board meeting will take
place on Tuesday, March 28, when
the board will vote on the final bud-
get. This Tuesday is also the deadline
to register to vote for the upcoming
elections.
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FAA
off.

Currently, planes fly over industrial
areas south of the airport after take-off,
meaning the aircrafts are flying higher in
the sky when they eventually wing their
way over residential neighborhoods.

“Looking at a lot of these technical
documents on the computer is confus-
ing,” said Dennis Hardie of Scotch Plains,
who heads up a local aircraft noise com-
mittee. “How can I get a hard copy of the
actual report?” “Hard copies are not in the
(local) libraries,” echoed Westfield resi-
dent Kim Sokol.

Mo Keane of the FAA responded that
the agency made the documents available
in the main libraries in each county, as
well as electronically on CD-ROM on via
the project’s website.

Cranford resident Jeff Pistol said, “You
should look at mitigation strategies for
each option prior to making a decision, so
that mitigation becomes a factor in the
selection process.”

FAA project manager Steve Kelley
explained that the agency has “not deter-
mined a preferred alternative” yet, but he
said when that is done by early next year,
options for addressing redesign impacts
will be fully analyzed. “And there will be
a separate public comment period just on
those mitigating strategies.”

Westfield resident Walter Bukowski
wondered: “Are you testing these routes
now?” FAA officials said no actual route
testing is being done.

“This is a bad plan,” said Freeholder
Nancy Ward. “It doesn’t do anything to
improve the quality of life; it will do the
opposite.”

The FAA’s public comment period on
the proposed airspace redesign wraps up
on June 1. For more information or to
offer comments, visit the website
www.faa.gov.
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LETTERS OF THANKS…The Brownies of Troop 187 of McGinn Elementary
School in Scotch Plains-Fanwood and their leaders display letters and pictures
from family in Louisiana thanking them for the clothing and gift cards the troop
donated. Wanting to help children impacted by Hurricane Katrina, the Brownies
“adopted” the Louisiana family.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RAISING KEAN…Union County Republican Committee Chairman Phil Morin, left, introduces State Senator and U.S.
Senate candidate Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield, right, as Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Providence), third from left, and Bill
McClintock of Scotch Plains look on at Saturday’s GOP  convention at Westfield High School.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNNING FOR FREEHOLDER…Union County Republicans on Saturday
selected, from left to right, businesswoman Diane Barabas of Westfield,
Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer and Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood
to run for county freeholder.

DEMS PICK CANDIDATES…County Democratic Chairwoman Charlotte DeFilippo, second from left, has announced that the Democratic organization has selected,
from left to right, U.S. Senator Robert Menendez for Senate, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella for county freeholder, Assemblywoman Linda Stender for Congress
and Freeholders Chester Holmes and Patricia Scanlon for county freeholder.
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Goddard School, Town Bank
Hearing To Continue April 26

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The completion of
testimony for major, preliminary and
final site plan approval to construct a
branch of the Town Bank and a
Goddard School Day Care facility at
324 South Avenue occurred before
the Fanwood Planning and Zoning
Board at a special meeting on Mon-
day night.

The application was carried to
Wednesday, April 26, to give the ap-
plicant time to notify residents within
200 feet of The Chelsea at Fanwood,
an assisted living facility, of a lease
agreement to provide parking for
employees of Fanwood Plaza Part-
ners, located at 313 South Avenue.

Employees of Fanwood Plaza Part-
ners currently utilize parking space at
the development site across the street.

The lease agreement would move their
parking to spaces behind The Chelsea,
freeing up the lot across the street for
the proposed development. The ap-
plicant is asking for several variances
including one for a rear-yard buffer
deficiency, where the parking lot
backs up to the rear parking lot of
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Scotch Plains attorney Robert
Kraus, who is representing himself
and his partner as the principal devel-
opers for the project, wrapped up the
testimony of expert witnesses and
asked the board for its comments.
The board declined to comment on its
position until the applicant completed
the required legal notification of resi-
dents within 200 feet of The Chelsea.

Two single-family homes that cur-
rently occupy the lots will be razed to
make way for the development. The

two proposed buildings would share
a common entrance driveway in be-
tween the bank and the day care facil-
ity. Both buildings will be one-and-a
half stories, with the upper floor used
to store HVAC equipment only. The
proposed 2,966-square-foot bank has
three drive-through lanes in the rear,
and the proposed 8,252-square-foot
day care facility is proposing 56 park-
ing spaces for employees and par-
ents. Two playgrounds are proposed
for a maximum of 120 day care chil-
dren, ages six months to six years old.
The design of the buildings would
maintain Fanwood’s Victorian archi-
tectural style.

The board discussed the developer’s
plan to make the front entrance of the
building face the rear parking lot,
requested by the applicant for safety
reasons. Board members said they
would request conditions on the ap-
plication to make the rear of the build-
ing, facing South Avenue, look more
like a front entrance, with doorway
enhancements and landscaping. Other
aspects of the plan, including a re-
taining wall, fencing, signage and
other landscaping features, were also
discussed. The board expressed its
preferences that mature trees be saved
as much as possible.

No members of the public came
forward to object to the proposed
development. Mr. Kraus told the board
that he hoped to have the bank con-
structed and operational by October
of 2006. He told Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he was fairly
optimistic that the board would ap-
prove the proposal.

An application to expand the maxi-
mum capacity of students for the
Wonder Years Academy, located at
133 South Avenue, was approved by
the board. Operating owner Vito
Brancatella, asked the board to ap-
prove his request to expand capacity
from 88 students to 96. The center
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Board of Ed. Presents $71 Million
School Budget to SPFHS PTA

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Board of
Education members Trip Whitehouse
and Sasha Slocum presented the
2006-2007 school budget to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Parent-Teacher Association
Monday night in the school’s media
center.

The total budget for the upcoming
academic period is $71 million, with
90.5 percent of that figure, or
$64,627,481, to be presented to the
public as a ballot question on Tues-
day, April 18.

“Almost 75 percent of the operat-
ing costs for the district” is com-
prised of teachers’ salaries and ben-
efits, explained Mr. Whitehouse.

Another $4,901,817, or 7 percent
of the budget, is classified as “other”
expenses such as “books, supplies,
athletics, co-curricular and activities,
technical services…if we have to cut,
it is this area,” Board President Linda
Nelson clarified.

The budget reflects a 4.42 percent
increase over last year’s spending
plan, with Scotch Plains residents
responsible for 78.1 percent of the
tax levy share and Fanwood resi-
dents 21.9 percent.

Administrative expenditure cost
per pupil is $1,115, which is $449
less than the regional limit permitted
per pupil, Mr. Whitehouse confirmed.

Capital projects for the 2006-2007
budget period include a new rear
walkway for McGinn School;  a new
driveway and repaving of the play-
ground at Brunner School; roof re-
pairs district-wide, and high school
locker room replacement.

Due to the projected increased en-
rollment in the district, there are plans
to create 17 new teaching positions,
including eight new elementary
teachers, four middle school teach-

ers, three high school teachers and
two resource center teachers.

The projected enrollment increases
are based upon information gathered
by the district administration, as well
as a 60-page demographic study that
was undertaken by a hired research
firm.

Copies of the study are available to
the public from Business Adminis-
trator Anthony Del Sordi’s office.

Responding to the need to get
people out to vote for the school
budget on April 18, SPFHS Principal
David Heisey verified that the League
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County Residents Displeased
At FAA Rerouting Air Traffic
By TED RITTER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SPRINGFIELD —About 100 area
residents turned out Tuesday evening
for a public meeting held by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA)
regarding potential changes in air traf-
fic routes. The meeting was held at
the Springfield Holiday Inn on Route
22.

Nearly two dozen residents voiced
individual concerns during the
meeting’s question-and-answer pe-
riod. Collectively, they expressed dis-
pleasure in the re-routing of noisy air
traffic over Union County neighbor-
hoods.

Late last year, the FAA proposed
four airspace redesign alternatives in
the New York, New Jersey and Phila-

delphia metropolitan areas. The idea
was to improve safety, minimize de-
lays and manage anticipated growth
in air traffic.

The proposed changes would be
the first since the late 1980s, when
federal officials did not provide op-
portunities for public input until after
new airspace patterns were approved,
resulting in a lengthy battle to ham-
mer out compromises. This time
around, the FAA scheduled a series
of nearly 30 meetings as part of a
lengthy public comment period.

Redesign critics argue that at least
two of the FAA’s new proposals would
result in a more significant increase
in aircraft noise than ever, because air
traffic would be re-routed westward
and directly over – or, in some cases,

toward – primarily residential towns
surrounding Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport immediately after take-
off.

Currently, planes fly over indus-
trial areas south of the airport after
take-off, meaning the aircrafts are
flying higher in the sky when they
eventually wing their way over resi-
dential neighborhoods.

Residents who attended Tuesday
night’s meeting watched an introduc-
tory video before moving into an-
other room where large posters, maps
and video simulators were set up to
demonstrate the proposed airspace
redesign options. Many FAA offi-
cials and consultants were on hand to
answer questions and record oral or
written public comments.

Afterward, the meeting format
changed to question-and-answer, with
a lottery system used to select speak-
ers, given the large turnout.

One common concern had to do
with the availability of the draft re-
port containing the airspace redesign
proposals. “Looking at a lot of these
technical documents on the computer
is confusing,” said Dennis Hardie of
Scotch Plains, who heads up a local
aircraft noise committee. “How can I
get a hard copy of the actual report?”
he asked, as other residents nodded in
agreement.

“Hard copies are not in the (local)
libraries,” echoed Westfield resident
Kim Sokol, who read a list of libraries
that do not have the report on file.
“The areas most impacted should have
the most access,” she said.

Mo Keane of the FAA responded
that the agency decided to make the
printed document available in the
main public libraries in each county,
as well as electronically on CD-ROM
and via the project’s website to re-

Marks Says Aid Freeze
Will Result In Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Governor
Jon Corzine’s proposed $30 billion
state budget, which calls for yet an-
other freeze in state aid to munici-
palities, means that property taxes in
Scotch Plains will increase this year,
according to Mayor Martin Marks.

Given that there were expectations
that aid might be cut, “we’re sup-
posed to be ecstatic that our aid was
frozen,” the mayor said at the town-
ship council’s conference meeting
Tuesday evening, several hours after
the governor unveiled his 2006 bud-
get plan, which calls for hikes in a
variety of state taxes as well as keep-
ing state aid levels the same as last
year. Instead, he said the governor
“told the citizens of Scotch Plains
that, in addition to other taxes going
up, ‘you’re getting a property tax

increase due to frozen state aid lev-
els,’” which, the mayor noted, have
“flattened” in recent years.

Assistance from Trenton has es-
sentially been flat for the past seven
years, except for very small increases
in 2001 and 2004. Last year, state aid
to Scotch Plains totaled $3.127 mil-
lion, and as a percentage of the mu-
nicipal budget, has been dropping
over the past several years. In 2001,
assistance from Trenton funded about
18 percent of the township budget.
By last year, that level was about 15
percent, a figure that will drop to 14
percent with this year’s proposed $22
million budget.

With the state aid picture more
clear, the council is expected to re-
sume its budget meetings next week
and discuss the revenue side of the
ledger prior to finalizing and then
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GOP, Dems Select Candidates
For Senate, Congress, Freeholder

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – County Republi-
cans and Democrats last week chose
their candidates for U.S. Senate, Con-
gress and county freeholder.

In an open process, Union County
Republicans Saturday nominated
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield for U.S. Senate and U.S.
Congressman Mike Ferguson of New
Providence for reelection, represent-
ing the seventh district. Held in the
auditorium at Westfield High School,
the GOP convention was attended
by 255 delegates.

Delegates named Mountainside
Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
Westfield businesswoman Diane
Barabas and former Garwood Coun-
cilwoman Patricia Quattrocchi to run
for county freeholder. Republicans
have not held a freeholder seat since
1997.

In a closed process, county Demo-
crats announced in a press release
their support for Robert Menendez of
Hudson County for U.S. Senate and
State Assemblywoman Linda Stender
of Fanwood for Congress in the sev-
enth district.

The organization also supported

the reelection of incumbent freehold-
ers Al Mirabella of Fanwood, the
current board chairman; Patricia
Scanlon of Union and Chester Holmes
of Rahway.

At the GOP convention, held in the
auditorium at Westfield High School,
the 255 delegates nominated State
Senator Kean of Westfield to run for
U.S. Senate. State Senator Kean has
served in the state legislature for five
years, including the last three in the
upper house. Mr. Kean’s 21st legis-
lative district includes nine of the
county’s 21 municipalities.

“This convention is the process
where we make that representation a
reality. With your help and your guid-
ance, I will represent all of Union
County,” Sen. Kean told the delegates
in attendance.

Sen. Kean said New Jersey receives
only 55 cents on every tax dollar sent
to Washington, D.C. He also vowed
that as a U.S. senator, he would fight
to make sure “that we have the high-
est ethical standards in the land.”

“This campaign is about making
sure that we are led by reformers and
not by bosses,” said Sen. Kean. “It all
starts here in Union County. Our cam-
paign headquarters is here in Union

County. Our leadership is here in
Union County. With your guidance
and your support, we will make sure
we take back the United States Sen-
ate seat.” Republicans have not won a
senate seat from New Jersey since
1972.

Rep. Ferguson, seeking his fourth
term in the House of Representatives,
said he was “proud” to be running for
the first time on the same ballot this
year with Sen. Kean.

“It is frustrating not to have part-
ners on the other side of the capital
who are looking out for New Jersey in
the same way that we are on the house
side of the capital. And I can’t wait to
have a Republican…on the other side
of the capital fighting for New Jersey
in the U.S. Senate,” Rep. Ferguson
told convention delegates.

He said the national economy is
strong, pointing to the stock market’s
six-year high and unemployment un-
der 5 percent. “It’s because of the tax
cuts that we passed in 2001 and 2003,”
he said.

Rep. Ferguson said was among
Congress members who met at the
White House with President Bush
last Wednesday. He  said President
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Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REVIEWING BUDGET…Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony Del Sordi, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye,
center, and Board of Education President Linda Nelson discuss the proposed
2006-2007 school budget.

Corrections
A headline for a story on the death

of former Fanwood resident Ken
Conceicao, 35, in Florida should have
said he attended Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) but
left the school in his junior year.

***************
In a page 2 article in last week’s

issue, a story on former Westfield
resident Dr. Randolph Wojcik incor-
rectly stated that he is board certified
and currently completing his resi-
dency at Lehigh Valley Hospital. The
article should have stated that he is
board certified in general surgery and,
that upon completion of his residency
at Lehigh Valley, he will be board
eligible in plastic and reconstructive
surgery.

***************
Scotch Plains Recreation Commis-

sioner James Walsh was incorrectly
referred to as chairman in a front-
page story in the March 16 issue of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
on the proposed Brookside Park de-
velopment. The chairman is Ed
Zazzali.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Monday, March 13, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that
someone used her bank card and made
approximately $300 of purchases at
various stores.

Tuesday, March 14, a resident of
Winding Brook Way reported being
the victim of harassment. The victim
stated a former acquaintance con-
stantly calls her and demands money.
Police are investigating the matter.

Wednesday, March 15, a teacher at
Union County Vocational-Technical
School reported that a student yelled
obscenities after he asked the student
to leave the class.

Friday, March 17, Lam Huynh, 43,
of Greenbrook was arrested for driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI). Huynh
was stopped for a motor vehicle vio-
lation, at which time officers detected
an odor of alcohol, police said. The
suspect failed a sobriety test and he
was placed under arrest. He was pro-
cessed at headquarters and released,
police said.

Friday, March 17, Rocco Scavone,
22, of South Plainfield was arrested
for possession of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, the paraphernalia
was in plain view.

Mountainside
Thursday, March 16, Dennis Free-

man, 59, of Brick Township was ar-
rested following a field investigation
for outstanding warrants.

Friday, March 17, Kevin Washing-
ton, aka Kevin Williams, 31, of New-
ark was arrested for driving without a
license following a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 at which time the suspect
gave the false name of Tariq Smith.
According to police, a check through
the Department of Motor Vehicles
yielded negative results, but two ac-
tive warrants on that name as an alias.

Police said Williams then gave the
name Kevin Washington as an alias,
which resulted in the suspect being
charged with numerous warrants un-
der that name. An inquiry into his true
identity determined his state name to
be Kevin Washington with his birth
name being Kevin Williams, police
said. The suspect was also charged
with hindering apprehension and
prosecution.

Saturday, March 18, a Central Av-
enue resident reported being the vic-
tim of identity theft. The victim re-
ceived notification from his bank that
someone had changed his personal
profile, as well as his address. The
bank also advised him he was late on
a credit card payment. Police said the
bank’s fraud department determined
someone had accessed the victim’s
personal information and changed
information. It was also determined a
savings account was opened in the
victim’s name as well, police said.

Saturday, March 18, Dashawn
McDonald, 21, of Irvington was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 for driving with a sus-
pended license.

Saturday, March 18, a resident of
Willow Road reported being the vic-
tim of burglary. When the
homeowners returned home they
found the back door window was
smashed and bedrooms in the house
ransacked. Police said it is uncertain
at this time what was taken. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Sunday, March 19, Yasin Bowers,
24, of Union was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for speeding at
which time it was determined he was
driving with a suspended license.

Sunday, March 19, a patron at a
Route 22 restaurant reported being
the victim of criminal mischief. The
victim stated that when he returned to
his vehicle after having dinner at the
restaurant, his two right side tires
were slashed. The incident is under
investigation to determine if the dam-
age was the result of a random act of
violence or prompted by the victim’s
actions, police said.

Monday, March 20, Joseph Beford,

21, of Newark was arrested following
a field investigation on numerous
outstanding warrants totaling $2,200.

Westfield
Monday, March 13, Juan Texis, 37,

of Plainfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Sussex Street on a Plainfield
criminal warrant for $500. He was
released after posting bail.

Monday, March 13, a motor ve-
hicle parked in the 20 block of East
Broad Street was damaged through
criminal mischief. Someone
scratched the paint on the passenger
side door with an unknown object.

Tuesday, March 14, two bushes
were torn from the ground at a busi-
ness in the 300 block of Lenox Av-
enue and were left in the middle of the
establishment’s back parking lot.

Tuesday, March 14, a Wychwood
Road resident reported that someone
entered her motor vehicle, which was
parked in the garage, and removed
her registration and insurance cards.
A pair of eyeglasses and a garage
door opener also were removed from
the vehicle but were left behind on
the lawn.

Tuesday, March 14, Corrie
Gorombey, 23, of Roselle Park was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at Boulevard and South Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). She was released to a
responsible individual.

Wednesday, March 15, Ronisha S.
Brandon, 28, of Palmyra was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
criminal warrants issued by Palmyra,
for $750; New Brunswick, $3,500
and Perth Amboy, $1,392. She was
held pending pickup by one of the
agencies that had issued warrants for
her.

Wednesday, March 15, Perry M.
Jones, Jr., 41, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquar-
ters on a Union County no-bail war-
rant issued by the Probation Depart-
ment for non-payment of assessed
fines. Jones also was arrested on traf-
fic warrants issued by Plainfield, for
$2,110; Watchung, for $2,606, and
Newark, for $150, plus a criminal
warrant from Newark for $125.

Thursday, March 16, Kendal S.
Gardner, 45, of Delanco was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on a
criminal warrant from Westfield for
$410. Gardner also was wanted on
traffic warrants from Woodbridge, for
$200, and Newark, for $91. He was
held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, March 16, Anthony Th-
ompson, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
two Westfield warrants – one crimi-
nal and one traffic warrant – totaling
$650, as well as a criminal warrant
from Elizabeth for $100. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, March 16, Jeffrey
Kavalin, 53, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
two Westfield traffic warrants with a
total of $178 bail. He was released
after posting bail.

Friday, March 17, Karen Hannam,
46, of Kenilworth was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop at North and Edgewood
Avenues. She was released to a re-
sponsible individual.

Friday, March 17, Kasaidsme
Barlow, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
at Plainfield police headquarters on a
criminal warrant from Westfield for
$235. He was committed on default
of bail.

Friday, March 17, Rossana
Arguello, 41, of Cliffside Park was
arrested and charged with DWI at a
DWI checkpoint at Central Avenue
and Virginia Street. She was released
to a responsible individual.

Saturday, March 18, Mark
Buontempo, 18, of Cranford, Ken-
neth Van Gorden, 19, of Linden and
Bryan Dewitt, 18, of Scotch Plains
were arrested at a DWI checkpoint at
Central Avenue and Virginia Street
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. All three were released with
summonses.

Saturday, March 18, James Gra-
ham, 41, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with DWI at Central
Avenue and Frazee Court. He was
released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 18, Alison M.
Federico, 39, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with DWI at Boynton
Avenue and Virginia Street. She was
released to a responsible individual.

was granted a previous expansion
from 60 students to 88 several years
ago. Mr. Brancatella testified that 40
percent of his students were from
Fanwood, including the eight new
students he was approved for.

Planning consultant to the board,
Paul Ricci of T&M Associates, re-
ported to the board regarding the
borough’s round three Fair Share-
COAH (Council on Affordable Hous-
ing) housing obligations. He said that
three existing group homes located in
the borough satisfied 12 of the
borough’s 13 required units for af-
fordable housing.

Mr. Ricci explained that the new
COAH formula for calculating a
municipality’s obligation is based
on projected growth over the next 10
years. Three additional units would
be placed as a requirement on new
developments, bringing the
borough’s total of units to 15, giving
the municipality a surplus of two
units.

 COAH obligations for rounds one
and two were required from 1989 to
1999, while round three rules came
out in December of 2004, retroactive
to 1999, Mr. Ricci explained. Addi-
tionally, COAH has earmarked 10 low-
income, rental-property units in the
borough as being in need of rehabili-
tation. Mr. Ricci said that public mon-

ies approximating $10,000 per unit
were required to meet that rehabilita-
tion obligation.

The planning board will vote to
approve the housing plan obliga-
tions at their next regularly sched-
uled meeting. By approving the plan
and receiving COAH certification,
the borough can avoid a builder’s
remedy lawsuit, Mr. Ricci said.

Board member Andrew
McDonald expressed his opinion
regarding the COAH obligation,
stating, “The whole thing is a fraud.
It started out to assist minorities
who couldn’t get housing, but it has
morphed into employment for law-
yers and profits for developers. It
has absolutely nothing to do with
poor people now. It is an environ-
mental disaster and serves no use-
ful purpose.” He advised the board
to pass a resolution calling for the
council to request a repeal of the
entire COAH process.

The continuation of an application
for the expansion of a house, request-
ing a bulk variance, located at 453
Midway Avenue, will be heard at the
next regularly scheduled board meet-
ing on Wednesday, March 29 at 7:30
p.m.

An application for a bulk variance
for a house at 64 Portland Street will
also be heard.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Goddard School, Town Bank
Hearing to Resume April 26

of Women Voters will be at the high
school registering students who are
18 years of age today, Thursday,
March 23.

One parent asked the board repre-
sentatives about the prospects for a
new freshman soccer program for
September. Mr. Whitehouse indicated
that the board is “working to see if
and how they can fit in the soccer
teams.”

He also explained that Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye is
working on ways to include this new
program, such as cutting existing
teams from 18 games to 15.

He continued to explain that Dr.
Choye, with the advisement of Mr.
Heisey and Athletic Director Rich-
ard Harmer, are exploring many op-
tions for the creation of the program.

The presentation was the fourth of
nine that have and will take place in
all schools throughout the month of
March by the BOE.

“We are trying to present good
value and (present a budget) that will
be accepted by the public,” Mr.
Whitehouse concluded.

duce expenses and paperwork.
Cranford resident Jeff Pistol ques-

tioned the FAA on how it is evaluat-
ing the pros and cons of each redesign
option. “You should look at mitiga-
tion strategies for each option prior to
making a decision, so that mitigation
becomes a factor in the selection pro-
cess,” suggested Mr. Pistol, to audi-
ence applause.

FAA project manager, Steve Kelley
explained that the agency has “not
determined a preferred alternative”
(for an airspace redesign) yet, but he
said when that is done by early next
year, options for addressing redesign
impacts (i.e. mitigating strategies) will
be fully analyzed. “And there will be
a separate public comment period
just on those mitigating strategies,”
said Mr. Kelley, adding that the
project’s cost would likely double if
mitigating strategies were considered
in advance.

Westfield resident Walter
Bukowski pointed out that he has
already noticed “a lot more aircraft
noise” in his neighborhood since last
month and wondered: “Are you test-
ing these routes now?” FAA offi-
cials emphasized that redesign op-
tions are studied through modeling
programs and no actual route testing
is being done.

introducing the 2006 municipal
spending plan next month.

In other business, the council will
introduce a $3.86 million capital im-
provement bond ordinance next week
to fund the refurbishing of the mu-
nicipal building. Last month, the coun-
cil met with Potter Architect Group to
review plans for replacing the 33-
year-old building’s roof and the heat-
ing and air conditioning system, add-
ing a second floor above the police
station and making improvements to
the building’s façade.

The new sloped roof and HVAC
work will cost about $2.1 million, the
addition of about 3,000 additional
square feet of space above the police
station at the rear of the building will
cost about $950,000 and façade im-
provements will cost $410,000. The
remaining $395,000 will pay for vari-
ous related professional services.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said he expects the project to be com-
pleted by early 2007. He pointed out
that constructing a new township
building would have cost as much as
three times the amount that will be
spent refurbishing the existing build-
ing.

The council also addressed the pos-
sibility of putting in sidewalks on a
portion of Raritan Road, but given the
apparent lack of support from neigh-
borhood residents, were reluctant to
move ahead with the idea. Putting in
sidewalks on the segment of Raritan
Road between Lake Avenue and Lam-
berts Mill Road, Mayor Marks said,
would mean “a dramatic change” in
the topography of the area, given that
new curbing and retaining walls would
be required. In addition, several resi-
dents wrote letters to township offi-
cials expressing their opposition to
the proposal.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council
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FAA Regulations
One of the last to speak at the

meeting, Union County Freeholder
Nancy Ward noted that the county’s
Board of Chosen Freeholders ear-
lier this month passed a resolution
opposing two of the airspace rede-
sign proposals that have generated
concern locally. “This is a bad plan,”
said Freeholder Ward. “It doesn’t
do anything to improve the quality
of life; it will do the opposite,” she
said. Freeholder Ward urged the
FAA to strongly consider routing
planes over the ocean to minimize
jet airplane noise, despite the FAA’s
estimate that such a move would
tack an average of four minutes
onto flight times.

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Mr. Kelley said that
public input is a “critical” component
in the consideration of any airspace
redesign. “We need to fix the (air-
space management) system and that’s
going to require changes,” he said.
“We need to find ways to do that and,
at the same time, balance and incor-
porate the concerns of residents.”

The FAA’s public comment period
on the proposed airspace redesign wraps
up on June 1. For more information or
to offer comments for the record, visit
the FAA’s website at www.faa.gov/
nynjphl_airspace_redesign.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLYING IN THE FACE OF…Local residents were given the opportunity to look
at simulations of proposed airspace redesigns, as well as make comments for the
record, at Tuesday night’s Federal Aviation Administration public meeting in
Springfield.

Bush “is committed to turning this
(the political landscape) around” for
the fall congressional elections.

In terms of the freeholder race,
Ms. Quattrocchi questioned the size
of the county budget, $413 million,
why the county tax levy has increased
10 percent per year over the past five
years, why the freeholders gave
themselves a 5.3 percent raise in
December “and than announced lay-
offs to lower level county employ-
ees” the following month. She also
raised the issue of overtime costs,
the deaths of three detainees at the
county’s juvenile detention center
and Runnells Specialized Hospital
budget, which she noted is “running
in the red again.”

“Why does it seem that every piece
of open space that we (the county)
acquire we have to build something
on?” she questioned.

“As Republicans, we have the op-
portunity this year (to win freeholder
seats),” she said. “However with op-
portunity comes responsibility. And
we have the responsibility to unite
because where there is unity, there is

power.”
Mr. Mortimer said he has been frus-

trated by working to pass “tight”
municipal budgets “only to have a
large county tax increase levied on
our residents.”

“Although we collect these taxes,
we have no control in where and how
they are raised,” he added. He said
county spending is “uncontrolled.”

As a realtor, he said, “Simply put,
higher property taxes have a negative
effect on property values.”

He said county government “needs
its own version of pay-to-play re-
form,” charging that county Demo-
crats “have been collecting huge cam-
paign contributions from companies
doing business with the county, which
means, once again, we will be at a
huge financial disadvantage. But
while we will be outspent, we will not
be outworked.”

Ms. Barabas, a Union County resi-
dent for over 25 years, is a past
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce board chairman and recently
joined the DWC board.

“So now it is time to give back to
the Republican Committee and hope-
fully, we can get Tom Kean elected
and make some changes in the Union
County freeholders’ dilemma,” she
said.

County Democratic Chairwoman
Charlotte DeFilippo stated in a press
release, “The Democratic freeholder
team of Mirabella, Scanlon and
Holmes has delivered services and
safety to the residents of Union
County during their tenure. They
have a strong record of fiscal man-
agement and accountability and have
focused on issues such as health,
education, transportation and recre-
ation, which matter greatly to our
constituents.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GOP, DEM Candidates
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SPF Budget
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Dollar Days Slated
Through April 15

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) is
holding Westfield W Dollar Days
through Saturday, April 15. During
this time, customers will receive
one W dollar for every $10 spent on
a purchase. W dollars can be re-
deemed at any participating busi-
ness for $1 toward their purchase.

Saul Drittel, DWC Promotions
Committee chairman, said, “We are
pleased to offer a promotion which
will generate additional commerce
downtown. We are bringing back an
old favorite which was a highly suc-
cessful downtown promotion sev-
eral years ago.”

The following businesses are par-
ticipating in this limited time offer:
Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery, Anais Bou-
tique, Bittersweet Designs, Castle
Bootery, Inc., Cheeburger Cheeburger,
Classic Thyme, Embroidery! Baby,
Fast Frame, Funk & Standard, Home
Care America, Isabella’s American
Bistro, Jersey Mike’s Subs, The
Leader Store, The Liquor Basket,
Manhattan Bagel, Mojave Grille,
Nirvana, Presidential Pen & Gifts,
Randal’s Shoes, Roman Boutique,
Scott’s Shoes, Sole, Subway,
Theresa’s, Westfield Tobacco &
News, Windmill and Xocolatz.

Adult School Reveals
Program on Churchill
WESTFIELD — Historical lecturer

and Churchill Society member
George Lewis will present “The Life
and Times of Winston Churchill” in a
two-part lecture series sponsored by
the Westfield Adult School. The lec-
tures will be held at the Westfield
Memorial Library, 550 East Broad
Street, on two consecutive Wednes-
days, March 29 and April 5. They will
begin at 2 p.m.

The presentation will include bio-
graphical information about
Churchill, “Wits and Witticisms” and
a screening of the 50-minute docu-
mentary The Finest Hours, a 1964
Jack Levine film narrated by Orson
Welles. There also will be time for
questions and answers.

The cost is $20 for both lectures.
Pre-registration is strongly encour-
aged, although a representative of the
Adult School will be on hand at the
first lecture to accept walk-in regis-
trations. For registration forms and
more information about this and other
Adult School courses, please see the
Adult School Spring catalog (avail-
able at most local libraries) or visit
the Westfield Adult School website at
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool.

Westfield Holds Disciplinary
Hearing for Officer Kasko

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Following a public
police department disciplinary hear-
ing this past Monday, Westfield Po-
lice Officer Greg Kasko faces a total
of four days suspension if found guilty
of two charges: arrogant and disre-
spectful behavior against Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea and publically
criticizing actions of former Police
Chief Bernard Tracy.

The charges stem from a “heated
exchange” between Mr. Kasko, who
was off duty at the time, and Town
Administrator Gildea on November
3, 2004. Mr. Gildea was in the town
clerk’s office preparing for a furni-
ture delivery the next day when Mr.
Kasko asked to see him.

Mr. Gildea testified that he did not
have the time and instructed the of-
ficer to fill out an employee com-
plaint form. The administrator fur-
ther said he went back to his office, at
which point Officer Kasko came up
from behind and insisted on an im-
mediate meeting. Mr. Gildea said
Officer Kasko stated, “that man down-
stairs (Police Chief Tracy) has ha-
rassed me,” at which time Officer
Kasko pulled out a copy of the town’s
employee complaint policy and said,
“You have to meet with me.”

Town Clerk Claire Gray, who was
Mr. Gildea’s secretary when the inci-
dent occurred, testified that Officer
Kasko was “very belligerent and be-
gan shaking his finger” at Mr. Gildea,
insisting on a meeting. She said the
officer also indicated he had a heart
monitor, saying, “This is what that
man downstairs (Tracy) did to me.”

Mr. Gildea said both he and Officer
Kasko shook fingers at each other
during the 10-minute discussion.

Mr. Gildea, Mrs. Gray and office
assistant Joyce Larocca prepared
statements the next day, which were
submitted to the Westfield Police
Department’s internal affairs division
the day afterwards.

“They (Mrs. Gray and Ms. Larocca)
both were rather surprised, aston-
ished, amazed about how Kasko
treated me,” Mr. Gildea testified.

The administrator, under question-
ing from Officer Kasko’s attorney,
Julien Neals, said he did not know nor
did he ask why Officer Kasko wanted
a meeting.

Officer Kasko reported out sick
October 28 to 30, 2004 following an
October 28 incident (with Chief
Tracy), Mr. Gildea acknowledged.
The officer has charged in a lawsuit
that Mr. Tracy retaliated and harassed
him for allegations Officer Kasko was
bringing concerning alleged misuse
of the police computers for illegal
background checks of town residents.
Those allegations were not discussed
at Monday’s hearing.

According to the lawsuit, Officer
Kasko charges that Police Chief Tracy
ordered him to complete a police re-
port on the allegation of police com-
puter misuse. He has charged in the
suit that he needed medical attention
due to a rapid heartbeat but alleged
Mr. Tracy ordered him to complete
his report regardless of his health
emergency.

Officer Kasko reported to work on

November 4, the day after the inci-
dent with Mr. Gildea, and completed
an employee complaint form.

Mr. Gildea said he felt Mr. Kasko’s
behavior was “inappropriate conduct
for any employee in that setting.”

Mr. Neals said the incident between
Officer Kasko and Mr. Gildea “was
nothing more than two people getting
into somewhat of an argument over
what was going to happen at a par-
ticular time.”

“I think to say that he was being
insubordinate (against Mr. Gildea) is
really not a correct factor, and he
wasn’t specifically charged with in-
subordination,” Mr. Neals said.

 Rick Danser, labor attorney for the
town, responded that when Officer
Kasko was initially told Mr. Gildea
could not meet with him, “that should
have been the end of it.”

“He’s (Gildea) not in (his) office
two seconds and Kasko is right be-
hind him repeating and pressing his
demands after he has been told” there
would be no meeting that day. “If that
is not insubordination, I’m not really
sure what is,” Mr. Danser said.

Mr. Neals said the second charge of
criticizing the former police chief
should be removed given that Mr.
Gildea did not know (of the criticism)
at the time of the October 28 incident.

Mr. Danser said according to police
department rules, officers “are subject
to duty and they shall at all times
respond to the local orders of the supe-
rior officers and other proper authori-
ties (which includes Mr. Gildea).”

“Officer Kasko persisted in his de-
mand in a manner that clearly was
beyond any acceptable form of con-
duct for an employee to direct to-
wards his superior,” said Mr. Danser.

He said Officer Kasko’s actions
“cannot and was not allowed to go
unnoticed nor un-responded to.”

On the second charge regarding Chief
Tracy, Mr. Danser said, “Officer Kasko
accuses the chief of harassing him;
clearly criticism of the chief’s actions
and done in public.” He said that accu-
sation “clearly violates” department
rules.

At the conclusion of the hearing,
Hearing Officer James Damato re-
quested legal briefs from Mr. Danser
and Mr. Neals by Monday, March 27,
after which he is to make his decision.

This is the second police depart-
ment disciplinary hearing for the
town made public within the year.
Detective Sandra Chambers was
charged with fixing a parking ticket
for her son during hearings last sum-
mer and fall. She received a 15-day
suspension after she was found guilty
of the charge. The town hired Mr.
Damato, an attorney, to provide non-
binding recommendations on the
charges raised during both hearings.

Mr. Danser is with the law firm of
Appruzzese, McDermott, Mastro
and Murphy. Mr.  Neals is with the
law firm of Chasan Leyner &
Lamparello in Secaucus. Under
Westfield Police Department rules,
disciplinary hearings are made pub-
lic if requested by the accused. Tracy
Bussel of the law firm of Methfessel
& Werbel of Edison, representing
the town in the Kasko lawsuit, sat in
on Monday’s hearing.

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LISTENING CAREFULLY…Westfield Police Officer Greg Kasko, left, and his
attorney, Julien Neals, listen intently at the start of Monday’s disciplinary hearing.
Officer Kasko has been charged with disrespectful behavior, which he disputes.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING FUN…Girl Scouts from Jefferson Elementary School in Westfield visit
the office of The Westfield Leader and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on March 16
to learn how newspapers are made. Shown above are: Amanda, Leah, Kristen,
Emma, Rita, Amanda and Mary.

Jaycees ‘Old-Timer’s Night’
April 5 at WF’s Jolly Trolley
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Jaycees will be holding their annual
Westfield Jaycee reunion, dubbed
“Old-Timer’s Night,” on Wednesday,
April 5, at 6:30 p.m. at the Jolly Trol-
ley on North Avenue in Westfield (next
to the fire house).

All past, present and potential Jay-
cees are invited to attend. Dinner
and refreshments will be provided to
new guests at no charge. The
Westfield Jaycees is a group of young
men and women volunteering time
and effort toward the betterment of
the community.

The Jaycees sponsor such pro-
grams as the Westfield child shield
and helmet safety programs. The
Jaycees also serve the community
by donating time and money to the
overall improvement of the
Westfield area.

Effective immediately, the
Westfield Jaycees has a brand new
website, westfieldjaycees.com. The
website will have the latest informa-
tion on upcoming meetings, events
calendar, photos, etc.

The Jaycees will be conducting a
Westfield 9/11 Memorial clean up on
Saturday, April 8 beginning at 8 a.m.
at the memorial. Volunteers are en-
couraged and should bring should
bring gloves and rakes.

The Jaycees hold monthly mem-
bership meetings the first Wednesday
of each month at a local restaurant.
For more information, call (908) 337-
2733 or e-mail Jaycees President,
Larry Showfety at
lshowfety@hotmail.com.

Westfield Businesses
Offer Hr. Free Parking

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) has
partnered with local businesses to
offer free parking for their custom-
ers. During this promotion, which is
underway, participating businesses
purchase half-price parking tokens
from the DWC and provide them to
their customers. The tokens are good
for one free hour of parking any-
where in the downtown.

The tokens, which were recently
introduced by Westfield’s Parking
Services Department, are accepted in
any pay station or meter downtown
during normal enforcement hours of
9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through
Saturday. The following businesses
are participating in the promotion:

Adlers Jewelers, 219 North Av-
enue, West; Anais Boutique, 51 Elm
Street; Brunner Opticians, 100 East
Broad Street; Cheeburger Cheeburger,
251 North Avenue; Classic Thyme,
161 East Broad Street; Copies Now,
251 North Avenue ,West; Dahn Yoga,
241 North Avenue, West; Dave Rossi
Photography, 104 Quimby Street;
FastFrame, 111 Quimby Street, and
Knit-a-Bit, 66 Elm Street.

Liberty Travel, 201 East Broad
Street; Michael Kohn Jewelers, 226
North Avenue, West; New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, 152 East
Broad Street; Omaha Steaks, 131
East Broad Street; Randal’s Shoes,
82 Elm Street; RE/MAX Prop.
Unltd. - Ellen Troeller - 200 North
Avenue, East; Salon Visage, 240-44
North Avenue; Scott’s Shoes, 109
Quimby Street; Signature Moments,
241 North Avenue, West; Sole, 107
Prospect Street; State Farm Insur-
ance, 2 Elm Street.

The Flower Zone, 103 Prospect
Street; The Guillotine, 108 Central
Avenue; The Leader Store, 109 East
Broad Street; The UPS Store, 231
North Avenue, West, and Westfield
Galleries, 266 East Broad Street.

WEEKENDS
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FEATURES & AMENITIES: Over 200 Group Fitness Classes offered each week • Aquatic
Center - Jr. Olympic Pool • Therapy Pool • Spa Pool • Personalized Programs • Certified Trainers /
Exercise Physiologists • Nurses • Medical Advisory Board • Full Service European Day Spa • Child
Care • Beautifully Appointed Locker Rooms • Sauna • Steamroom • Aqua Therapy • Cardiac Rehab
Phase III • Physical/Occupational Therapy • Cooking Classroom • Conference Room • Healthy Café
STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT: Treadmills • Stair Steppers • Upright/Recumbent Bikes •
Ellipticals • Rowers • Free Weights • Selectorized Equipment • Pilates Reformers • Cybex • Stretch
Stations • FreeMotion • TechnoGym • Nautilus • HammerStrength • Keiser • LifeFitness • Precor •
NordicTrack • BodyMasters, and much more...
EDUCATIONAL LECTURES & PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY PROGRAMS: Healthy Cooking
Classes • Nutritional Counseling • Registered Dietician  • Smoking Cessation • Adolescent Programs
Speakers Bureau • AED/CPR Training Physician Lectures • Diabetes Education • Health Screenings
Stress Management • Variety of Weight Management Courses • Center for Healthy Living • Wellness
Health Fairs • Youth Programs • Parent & Me • Swim Instruction • Lifesaving Training

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

Finally, a pristine, state-of-the-art facility with a
highly trained and professional staff to help you

achieve your fitness and wellness goals.

Finally, a pristine, state-of-the-art facility with a
highly trained and professional staff to help you

achieve your fitness and wellness goals.

Our Information and Enrollment Center
is now open at our Scotch Plains location!

Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd. Scotch Plains (908) 232-6100
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Redesign of Flight Paths Would Only
Heighten Existing Air Noise Problems
The Federal Aviation Administration’s

latest proposals to redesign airplane flight
patterns over the New York Metropolitan
area amounts to nothing more than a high-
stakes shell game that increases the al-
ready heightened level of airplane noise
over our towns.

The three proposals include a “fan-
ning” of south flow departures which
would move traffic from non-inhabited
industrial areas south of Newark-Liberty
International Airport over heavily popu-
lated residential communities in New Jer-
sey. Union County, with the communities
of Elizabeth, Linden, Hillside. Roselle,
Roselle Park and Union, would be hit
hardest by the increase in airplane noise.

One of these options, the Integrated
Airspace Alternative, has the largest noise
impact, and carries an estimated imple-
mentation cost of $2.5 billion. Coinci-
dentally, the FAA is most heavily pro-
moting this alternative. Whatever small
capacity increases that may occur under

any of the poorly conceived FAA plans
are rapidly taken advantage of by the
carriers to schedule additional flights
during traffic peaks, preventing delay re-
duction.

Rather than redirecting the flight paths
and the accompanying discomfort from
one area to another, the FAA should look
at internal solutions such as the increased
use of larger aircraft that would move
more people and flight schedule changes,
which do not cause interminable delays
during peak hours. A more prudent course
of action — -and one that is most eco-
nomical —would be to implement these
recommendations with existing flight
patterns.

While all of us recognize the impor-
tance of reducing delays at major air-
ports, the health and safety of New Jersey
residents must come first.

Deborah Scanlon
Freeholder

By SPF-BOE Candidate George Gowen

Public Ed. Creates Responsible Citizens
If I were to choose a single element, a

component that is so deeply embedded
into our way of life, that to remove it
from the mix would be to alter the very
fabric of what we know as Americana, I
would select public education.

In a country founded by learned, think-
ing individuals seeking the joys of free-
dom, public education has granted us
the ability to create a society of respon-
sible citizens, regenerate the knowledge
of our own nature and imbue each new
generation with common values. Public
education is the pervasive American free-
dom without which we actually could
perish as a nationality.

It is public education that has been the
delineator between subsistence and suc-
cess. Public education is the point from
which all possibilities spring. It is a
precious gift and one that needs respect,
maintenance and generous, guided fund-
ing.

In the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District, I am a candidate for the board
of education. I am not, nor do I seek to
be, an educator. Educators, teachers, are
very special people with unique talents.
They usher in the future.

I want to help make sure that all of the
things that educators need to do their job
are in place.

For many years now the method of
funding public education has met with
greater and greater anger and resent-
ment, and less and less of the simple
substance vital to its survival. There
have not been any new concepts gener-
ated to produce the monies that quality
public education needs.

I have two ideas to generate large
amounts of cash for school districts. I
will outline one here now and the second
in my next release.

As our student population labors
through yet another assessment of knowl-
edge and skills, I have been made aware

that the resultant test scores offer little to
the community. Our endowments from
the state are not enhanced as needs are
revealed, our funding from the federal
government remains, likewise, unaf-
fected.

It is a fact that the prime users of the
extracted data from these all-consum-
ing exams are real estate brokers. The
score numbers are used to establish or
substantiate property value in commu-
nities where purchasers show interest.
While itself a confirmation of the qual-
ity of education, there is little else our
community or any community in the
state receives as compensation or re-
ward from property sales that have
clearly resulted from the efforts of so
many considered ‘outside the deal’.

I am suggesting that the commissions
real estate brokers and their salespeople
divvy up amongst themselves be re-
duced by one percent of their original
total for all residential sales. This one
percent of the total gross commission
would be returned to the school district
in which the sale took place. Even better
would be to pool all such funds across
the state and spread the cash back into
all communities for the continued ben-
efit of their schools and real estate val-
ues statewide.

In this way, real estate brokers and
salespeople can compensate those who
make their job successful. It is without
any doubt that NJASK scores, SAT
scores, college placements and even class
size and school activities play a major
part in the appeal of homes here that now
range from the hundreds of thousands to
over a million dollars.

There is no defense for refusing to
examine this simple shift of funds that
would benefit so many. It’s one of the
things I want to work to achieve because
above all, I believe in quality public
education.

WF-BOE Candidates
Forum Set March 29
WESTFIELD — The Parent

Teacher Council of Westfield invites
the public to attend the Candidates
Forum held on Wednesday, March 29
at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield High
School auditorium. Five candidates
are vying for the three open seats on
the nine-member school board. Each
seat is for three years.

Douglas Stokes,  Jane Clancy and
Jesse Garfinkel are first-time office
seekers. Beth Cassie and  Anne Riegel
are incumbents seeking reelection to
the board.

Each candidate will give state-
ments and answer questions. Ques-
tions will be drawn from the public.
Those unable to attend may submit
questions via email to
lwv@westfieldnj.com. The League
of Women Voters will moderate the
forum. The evening will be taped for
airing on TV36.

Ad Populos, Non
Abitus, Pervenimus?
Publisher’s Note: From time to

time, we receive questions. Mr.
McTeigue wrote, “Can you give me
the translation for your Latin on the
banner: Ad Populos Non Abitus,
Pervenimus?”

Having fun several years ago, the
language department at Westfield High
School helped us translate our new
motto into Latin. We have used the
Latin motto on the banner for The
Westfield Leader since that time in 1997.

Ad Populus means “To the people.”
Non Abitus means “not; place of
egress, driveways.” Pervenimus
means “We come.” Note that there
was no word for driveways during
Latin times.

Putting the expression all together
— “We reach people, not driveways.”

The Facts Show Fed Budget Helps
Economy and Those Less Fortunate

Chris Sdao’s latest letter in defense of
high taxes must be responded to, since a
simple check of the facts demolishes Mr.
Sdao’s argument that the Bush tax cuts
helped the rich at the expense of the poor.

Every single American taxpayer ben-
efited from the tax cuts passed by Con-
gress and voted for by Congressman Mike
Ferguson and enacted by President Bush.
These tax cuts included lower rates on
personal income, the elimination of the
marriage penalty and the estate tax, a
reduction in the rate on capital gains, a
doubling of the per-child tax credit (from
$500 to $1,000) and the elimination of
over 5 million individuals and families
from the tax rolls altogether.

In fact, these tax cuts have shifted a
larger share of the individual income taxes
paid in America to the higher income
brackets and increased federal revenue.

It is first worth pointing out that the
rich in America do pay the vast majority
of income taxes. According to the Office
of Tax Policy within the U.S. Department
of the Treasury, in 2003 (the last year for
which hard data is available), the top 5
percent of taxpayers paid more than one-
half (54.4 percent) of all individual in-
come taxes, but reported roughly one-
third of income (31.2 percent). The top 1
percent of taxpayers paid 34.3 percent of
the income taxes. The top 50 percent of all
taxpayers in America paid 96.5 percent of
the income taxes in 2003.

For 2006 (when all of the tax cuts will
be in effect), the Office of Tax Policy
estimates that the share of taxes paid by

the top 5 percent will rise from 51.6
percent to 53.3 percent as a result of the
tax cuts. As importantly, that office esti-
mates that the share of taxes paid by the
bottom 50 percent of taxpayers will fall
from 4 percent to 3.4 percent of all taxes
paid.

At the same time, America has seen an
economic recovery that is a direct result
of these tax reductions. Economic growth
has averaged more than 3.7 percent since
2002 and unemployment, at 4.8 percent,
is below the average unemployment of
the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. Real, after-
tax incomes are 14 percent higher than in
December of 2000.

As a result of this economic growth,
federal revenues have grown from slightly
over $2 trillion in 2000 to $2.15 trillion in
FY2005, the highest federal revenues in
American history.

Finally, despite the fiscal restraint
shown in the latest budget by Congress, it
is worth noting that antipoverty spending
(healthcare and housing, food and cash
assistance programs), is up 39 percent
under President Bush, according to the
Heritage Foundation. To suggest that this
is ignoring our obligation to the less for-
tunate is simply false.

Mr. Sdao would like a president and
congressman who would repeal this record
of success by raising our taxes. I disagree,
and will vote for Congressman Mike
Ferguson in November.

Anthony Attanasio
Westfield

Enrollment, Redistricting, Numbers
Confuse the Public on BOE Issues

A few BOE candidates and advocates point to rising
enrollment as the number one reason for increasing bud-
get requests and tax levies. Maybe so, but the numbers are
confusing. For example, this week on page 5, an incum-
bent Westfield BOE candidate writes, “Westfield has a
record setting incoming class of first graders — over 500
students are registered district-wide. The kindergarten
behind them is yet another large class. By first grade they,
too, could top 500. To put this in context, last years’ high
school graduation class had 375 students and the class of
2006 has 415 students.”

Westfield estimates that there will be about 6,200
students in the 12 grades including about 360 in kinder-
garten. Is the average about 500 students per grade? Only
86 percent of these students are classified as regular full-

time students and most of the others are classified in the
special education program.

There is discussion in Westfield about the need for
redistricting. The number of children in each grade is not
a uniform distribution, and the distribution changes from
time to time. Even if the total stays the same, some schools
become more crowded and some become more sparsely
occupied. From the ebb and tide of neighborhood demo-
graphics, it is natural to consider balancing the attendees
in the schools - i.e., redistricting. Candidate Jesse Garfinkel
lays out a discussion of his views on this on page 5.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District has just
completed a 60-page demographics report. We’re anxious
to read it, and sure we will have many questions there also.

We hope all the candidates discuss these issues.

The Emporer’s New Math
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —According to the
recent annual New Jersey School Report
Card of 2005, Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Mountainside schools con-
sistently ranked among the top perform-
ing districts countywide, in mathemat-
ics in advanced proficiency. However,
what is perplexing is that statewide, doz-
ens of poorer school districts, such as
Elizabeth, Bayonne and Camden out-
ranked these upscale, local school dis-
tricts in the percentage of students achiev-
ing a passing grade on those same tests.

Westfield’s Franklin Elementary
School and Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s
William McGuinn Elementary School
ranked 86 and 88, respectively, out of
649 New Jersey schools, both showing a
96.2 percent of fourth graders passing
the NJ ASK standardized math test. Para-
doxically, several schools in Elizabeth,
Bayonne and Camden reported a 100
percent passing rate, ranking these
schools among the top 20 performers on
the same statewide test.

Some educators claim that these fig-
ures prove that New Jersey is closing the
achievement gap between low-income
Abbott Districts and schools in more
upscale communities. However, many
mathematic’ experts attribute these in-
consistencies to the inadequacy of stan-
dardized testing to objectively compare
achievement across districts. Other math
analysts interpret these results as a fail-
ure of what they characterize as experi-
mental math curricula, dubbed the new,
new math, in many local school districts.

The introduction of new math in the
1960s, propelled what has commonly
been referred to as the math wars —
pitting parents and mathematicians
against educators and administrators,
over how arithmetic is taught.

The original new math, dubbed fuzzy
math, advocated conceptual understand-
ing, intuitive reasoning and independent
discovery, while more traditional meth-
ods focused on drilling and rote memo-
rization of basic math facts.

From 1970 into the 1990s, Asian coun-
tries consistently out-ranked the United
States in math comparison studies. The
November 1996 report of the Third In-
ternational Mathematics and Science
Study (TIMSS), ranked the United States
28 out of 41 countries in its assessment
of eighth graders’ math scores; the top-
scoring countries were Singapore, Ko-
rea and Japan.

According to the New Jersey Math-
ematics Coalition, standardized tests
from 1991 to 1996, indicated that 75
percent of fourth- and eighth-graders in
New Jersey were unable to solve simple
and straightforward math problems. The
Coalition noted that many states, includ-
ing New Jersey, had lowered the bench-
mark on their state tests to reflect greater
proficiency than on the national tests.

Changing the curriculum, changing
the standardized tests and a heightened
focus on teaching to the test in some
districts, could account for the discrep-
ancies in the test scores, they concluded.

An extensive 10-year research project
by the University of Chicago, focused
on arithmetic-learning modalities. Their
research generated “The University of
Chicago School Mathematics Project,”
an elementary math curriculum, pub-
lished in 1983. A curriculum for higher
grades was later published in 1990.

The Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School Districts adopted Chi-
cago Math in the early 1990s. Garwood
introduced the program into their first
grade curriculum in 2002 and
Mountainside adopted it last year.

Peter Stanton, director of communi-
cations for McGraw-Hill Publishers, told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that Everyday
Math is used in over 175,000 classrooms
and taught to more than 2.8 million
students, nationwide. He was unable to
determine the number of school districts
in New Jersey or in Union County that
have implemented the program.

In the late 1990s, the name of Chicago
Math was changed to Everyday Math to
reflect the real-life math problems incor-
porated into its curriculum, which pur-

ported to make the program more palat-
able and less anxiety-provoking.

A key feature of Everyday Math was
its presentation of multiple procedures
for solving basic operations, also called
algorithms. No single method received
greater emphasis and students were en-
couraged to think about creative ways to
solve problems on their own, using in-
tuitive reasoning and common sense.

The research also propagated the idea
that children learn better when taught in
a spiral progression, rather than the tra-
ditional, linear model. A linear model of
learning is a sequential progression, from
easy to difficult, with each level requir-
ing mastery of the preceding level.

A spiral progression of learning, on
the other hand, touches on a concept,
also called a strand, for a brief period of
time, without the expectation of mas-
tery. The re-introduction of the strand at
a later time is purported to be more
comprehensible.

Emphasizing conceptual constructs,
the program has been dubbed
constructivist math and whole math.
Opponents cite an over-reliance on the
use of calculators. Proponents claim that
calculators allow students to spend less
time on tedious calculations.

Renowned mathematician and Asso-
ciate Professor at the University of Ten-
nessee, Dr. Tsewei Wang, published a
report evaluating Everyday Math. He
stated, in his report, that Everyday Math
does not prepare students adequately for
college-level math courses, because it
excludes many basic math skills, while
focusing on confusing algorithms. Stu-
dents are now asked to think about math,
talk about math and conceptualize math,
instead of actually doing math, he wrote.

Michael Craver, director of curricu-
lum for the Mountainside School Dis-
trict and assistant principal at
Beechwood Elementary School, how-
ever, disagrees. He told The Leader and
The Times that Everyday Math offers a
higher level of abstract reasoning for
students who excel and alternate meth-
ods of problem solving for students who
need it.

“Students become math thinkers, in-
stead of just math doers. Unlike tradi-
tional math, it does not produce math-
phobic adults,” he stated. The math-
ematics directors of all of the districts
that have implemented Everyday Math
unanimously concur with that opinion.

Nationwide advocacy groups, op-
posed to Everyday Math, have launched
Internet sites disseminating information
and strategies to gain more control of the
math curricula in their districts. Among
the largest of these groups, “Mathemati-
cally Correct” claims there are no inde-
pendent, reliable comparison studies.

“Mathematically Correct” also main-
tains that math education in countries
with high levels of achievement use
intensified versions of traditional pro-
grams, not constructivist math programs.
They cite extensive enrollments in tradi-
tional tutoring programs, such as Sylvan
and Kumon, as evidence that the cur-
riculum in public schools is inadequate.
They also point out that some districts
that are now excelling have returned to
more traditional methods.

Jenna Held, director of communica-
tions for Score in Westfield reported that
the majority of the students enrolled in
their tutoring program are from local,
Everyday Math districts. Of the 175
students enrolled, 63 percent are from
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Mountainside.

Additionally, many of the students
enrolled in Score are students that are
high achievers in most subjects, averag-
ing A’s and B’s. Ms. Held explained that
students often face an adjustment period
when transferring from non-Everyday
Math districts to the ones that use
constructivist math programs.

Elaine Sigal, Director and owner of
the Enrichment Center in Westfield, said
that students who are concrete learners
struggle with conceptual methods. Ms.
Sigal, who has been an educator for 35
years, said she has a problem with the
changing trends and the pendulum
swinging back and forth on math cur-
ricula. The best tutoring programs will

offer certified teachers trained in em-
ploying a variety of methods tailored to
meet the individual needs of each stu-
dent, she said.

University of Stanford professor, Dr.
Jim Milgram, hosts a web site at ftp://
math.stanford.edu/pub/papers/, devoted
to research on math curriculum meth-
ods. He pointed out that the true mea-
sure of success lies not in unreliable
standardized test scores, but rather in
the number of students who go on to
successfully major in math and the sci-
ences. According to Dr. Milgram’s re-
ports, those numbers are dramatically
dwindling every year. He also agreed
with Mathematically Correct that there
is tremendous resistance, in the educa-
tional community to conducting reli-
able comparison studies.

McGraw-Hill and the University of
Chicago, both of whom make money
from the distribution of Everyday Math’s
ever-evolving curriculum worksheets,
lack the incentive to perform objective
research. Dr. Milgram and Dr. Wang
recommend that students be tutored in
traditional math, to supplement the in-
adequate math provided in public schools
to prepare for college-level math courses.

The pendulum seems to be changing
course again. Several local districts, also
concerned about the math-preparedness
of their students, have abandoned using
Everyday Math exclusively and have
returned to other, more traditional teach-
ing methods in their curriculum.

 Cty. Golf Privatization
Needs Residents’  Input

I am responding to an article in your
paper regarding the Privatization of the
Union County golf courses. This pro-
posal must be further examined before it
goes too far.

This is not a good solution to the
county’s budget problems. This is like
saying you saved money by buying some-
thing on sale, even though you didn’t
need it. It is too common, that when local
government has its focus on a program, it
can get “steam-rollered” thru the process
without real public debate.

I have some familiarity with this type
of “solution” and in the case of Union
County there would be no benefits to the
taxpayer or to the golfers that use these
facilities. The golf courses provide the
most recreational usage, for the least
amount of taxpayer dollars. There are
many trained workers with many years of
service, employed by these courses. Most
would lose their jobs and their seniority if
this proposal were enforced.

The companies that take over this kind
of operation inevitably hire less skilled
workers willing to work for minimum
wage. Outsourcing has become the tem-
porary, seemingly easy, solution for ex-
ecutives who cannot solve problems with
original thinking.

The county golf courses are not a defi-
cit on the county budget. They in fact
provide a surplus, which helps support
other county facilities.

Before this proposal goes any further,
there must be an independent evaluation.
Union County Parks and Recreation De-
partment is a public service organization.
The public must be a part of the decision
process. There are women’s leagues,
Men’s Golf Association, senior leagues,
high school matches, programs for kids
and for disabled golfers.

Can we be sure that these services will
be given the priority that they currently
receive? This is a proposal that must be
resolved by the residents of Union County
(through an independent review panel)
together with the freeholders.

Joseph Galuska
South Plainfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tampoon – A plug, such as in barrels
2. Hylobates – A genus of apes includ-

ing the gibbons
3. Infibulation – Clasping with a buckle

or padlock
4. Aurigal – Pertaining to a chariot or

carriage

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SUG
1. A heavy barge used for freight
2. An unidentified parasite on trout
3. Gout in the hand
4. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
CHOLOLITH

1. A gallstone
2. A meteorite containing nothing but

iron
3. A battle ax or mace
4. A series of standing stones surround-

ing a central object
HULVER

1. Fuss or complain
2. An evergreen shrub or tree
3. To cast aside; throw out
4. The male falcon

PRECES
1. Short responsive prayers in church

worship
2. The row of thread ends left on a loom

when the web is cut off
3. Spiders
4. Division into groups

Resident Seeks BOE
Redistricting Position
Middle school redistricting is an im-

portant issue in the upcoming Westfield
Board of Education election. Many resi-
dents would be directly affected by the
imposition of mandatory and involuntary
redistricting.

Some residents may support the idea of
redistricting. Others, however, believe
that redistricting approximately one hun-
dred or more students each year from the
Roosevelt district to Edison not only
would affect those students, but also would
detrimentally affect the quality of educa-
tion at Edison by causing overcrowding
at that school.

I am disappointed that the Board of
Education candidates have not addressed
this important issue in their submissions
to The Westfield Leader. I ask each candi-
date to write to The Leader with his or her
position on this issue so that the voters
will be able to make an informed decision
on Election Day.

Joe Aronds
Westfield
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Jane Clancy for WF-BOE
Maintaining, Keeping

High Standards
It has been said that the foundation of

every state is the education of its youth.
Westfield provides our youth with an
exceptional educational foundation.

As a parent, a teacher, and a citizen of
Westfield, these are the four core val-
ues I look for when building onto that
foundation: first, setting high academic
standards; second, maintaining profes-
sional excellence; third, providing a
diversity of programs for a diversity of
learners, and finally, providing a fis-
cally responsible budget that addresses
the needs and concerns of the entire
Westfield community.

I am proud be a part of the Westfield
community, one that values strong and
enduring educational building blocks for
its youth and it would be my privilege to
serve on the BOE.

By Westfield-BOE Candidate Anne Reigel

Council, BOE and Public Are Engaged

By Westfield BOE Candidate Douglas Stokes

Educ. Sells, Defeated Budgets Don’t

As president of the Westfield Board of
Education, I am proud of our recent ef-
forts to improve our relationship with the
town council. Earlier this month, we in-
vited the entire town council to meet with
the entire board of education. Apparently
this was an almost historic occasion; no
one can remember such a gathering since
at least the 1980s. Certainly in my 6.5
years on the board, we’ve never held such
a meeting.

With our invitation, I was hoping to
achieve several goals. The first major
objective was to help us get to know
each other better, in order to develop a
more effective working relationship.
Taxpayers in Westfield deserve to have
the two elected bodies working their
hardest to save money and improve the
level of services provided to our com-
mon “customer” base. Despite well-
intentioned and time-consuming efforts
on the parts of past BOE and council
members, the resulting outcomes have
been limited. Before we can achieve

broader shared services, we need to
truly “share” this goal.

The second aim of our meeting reflects
the board’s desire to better engage the
public in our budget process. This year,
we’ve expanded our efforts to reach out to
important constituency groups and mem-
bers of the community. In addition to
being residents, taxpayers and parents,
town council members play a key role in
the community. We appreciated their in-
put and feedback about our budget and
other issues they hear voiced in the com-
munity. Hopefully, they left our meeting
more informed so they can respond to
questions and direct residents to us about
school-related concerns.

I want to personally thank my col-
leagues on the board and the town council
for participating in this meeting. I left
feeling very positive that together we’re
going to be able to accomplish more for
the community. I’m dedicated to continu-
ing these efforts if re-elected to another
term on the board.

A tentative 2006-2007 budget has now
been adopted by the board of education
and the town wide marketing campaign
will soon be in full swing. I have had the
opportunity to meet with Superintendent
Dr. William Foley this week, and I look
forward to discussing school-wide issues,
the direction of our schools and the pro-
posed budget.

As a parent, educator and taxpayer, I am
able to look at the budget from three differ-
ent perspectives; but the bottom line is, I
know how important a passed budget is for
our children and the Town of Westfield.

Families move and stay in Westfield for
its “hometown feel,” the reputation of our
schools and the quality of education that
they deliver. Last year, the budget was
defeated for a variety of reasons, and the
“wake up call” was sent to the board of
education, superintendent and district ad-
ministrators. Residents, myself included,
want and deserve a fiscally responsible
budget that supports quality education for
our children, yet provides us with a “sense
of value” for our tax dollars.

Roughly 60 percent of taxpayers do not
have children in our schools and many
seniors on fixed incomes struggle to pay
their taxes to support our schools. We
need to stretch our tax dollars and become
creative with making our monies go fur-
ther. I believe residents want to support
our children’s future, but not at any cost!
However, our schools need their support!

I applaud the current efforts being made
to explain the budget process, but unfor-
tunately, if another budget gets defeated,

the clear message being sent may result in
program cuts, children’s educational ex-
periences being compromised and the
“perception” that residents do not support
our schools.

As an educator, I will use my knowl-
edge of the day-to-day operations of
schools to analyze the proposed budget.
As a parent and taxpayer, I have a vested
interest in supporting our schools, but not
at any cost. Finally, as a board of educa-
tion candidate, I need to make sure that all
constituents have been taken into account,
as the budget was created, and that the
children of Westfield are getting the qual-
ity education they deserve.

I encourage all residents to become
“educated” on the budget before votes are
cast on April 18. If you have concerns –
raise them! If you have questions - ask
them! If you support the budget, then tell
others why!

Vote! I appreciate your support! Please
feel free to contact me at
stokessix@verizon.net with your
thoughts, questions, or concerns.

By WF-BOE Candidate Jesse Garfinkel

Redistricting: Necessary, Responsible
Westfield’s reputation as one of the

premier school districts in the state of
New Jersey has proven to be a mixed
blessing. Sustained high property val-
ues are no doubt a benefit to
homeowners, but the town’s excellence
has brought so many new families into
the town that the current elementary
school districts cannot manage the new
demographics.

In order to solve this problem, there
are only a few solutions to this pressing
issue: redistrict students to different
schools (as in Wilson kindergarteners
to Franklin), rent trailers or “modular
units” to serve as special classrooms at
a cost upwards of $100,000 a year, or
create class sizes in excess of 25 in
order to reduce classroom usage.

In order to maintain our sterling repu-
tation, the first option is the most re-
sponsible choice. Although long-term
solutions must be created through new
construction, in order to solve the cur-
rent quandary, we must act now.

The graduating class of 2005 had 365
students. Next year’s first grade class
will have over 500. This huge upswing
has created a major problem that our
schools simply cannot sustain. Next
year, about 10 kindergarteners in the
Jefferson school district will be sent to
McKinley. The alternative to this solu-
tion was to bring in trailers to Jefferson
to house the music and art classes at an
exorbitant monetary cost.

With property taxes already high, the
board of education maintained its fiscal
responsibility and let the funds be used

for other important programs. A similar
situation occurred in the Wilson school
district. Approximately 40
kindergarteners will be sent to Franklin
for their first year in our schools in
order to maintain the small class sizes
of about 20 that we currently enjoy at
the K-5 level. Without this switch, next
year’s third grade at Wilson would have
been condensed into four sections of 25
rather than five sections of 20.

The educational experience among
the different elementary schools of
Westfield may be slightly different, but
each remains excellent because of small
class sizes and dedicated teachers. Many
parents may worry that their children
will feel disconnected to the other chil-
dren when they return to their respec-
tive schools. There are many solutions
to this that are not only necessary to
maintain a sense of cohesion among the
young students, but also a lot of fun.

Inter-elementary school programs
such as the popular “Battle of the Books”
provide students with an educational
and fun way to meet other kids around
the town. Granted, our youngest schol-
ars will not be participating in this type
of competition — something as simple
as having a buddy or pen pal in another
elementary school can help to build a
sense of community that is so important
to child interaction.

No matter what the current redistrict-
ing situation concludes, these programs
are an easy way to better the educa-
tional experience for all young Westfield
students.

By WF-BOE Candidate Beth Cassie

Enrollment Challenges Face District
So, when are the enrollment numbers

going to start declining? This is a question
I ponder as Westfield Board of Education
candidate and Long Range Planning Com-
mittee chairman. For many of us with
elementary school children, we see our
schools bursting at the seams. It is hard to
believe that many of these same schools
received additions in the late 1990s and as
recently as in the year 2000.

At some elementary schools, small
group instruction occurs in what were
once storage spaces. Closets have been
converted to offices and art and music
have been relegated to carts – their rooms
long ago converted into classrooms. The
enrollment numbers are now in for next
fall.

Westfield has a record setting incom-
ing class of first graders — over 500
students are registered district-wide. The
kindergarten behind them is yet another
large class. By first grade they, too, could
top 500. To put this in context, last years’
high school graduation class had 375 stu-
dents and the class of 2006 has 415 stu-
dents.

This winter, a citizens advisory com-

mittee was formed to study the enroll-
ment at the elementary and intermediate
school levels. At the elementary level,
this committee was charged with formu-
lating a recommendation that would an-
swer a number of questions including;
“Should the district allow class sizes to
increase beyond existing class size policy
in order to maintain neighborhood
schools? Should the district reassign stu-
dents from their neighborhood schools in
order to maintain class sizes in district
policy? Is it necessary to create additional
classroom space to accommodate the el-
ementary enrollment?” The advisory com-
mittee is in the process of writing up their
findings, which will be presented to the
board of education.

Input from the community is critical to
the board as we work toward the best
solution for the entire district. The citi-
zens on the advisory committee have come
to appreciate the difficult choices that the
board faces. If you are concerned about
space at the elementary schools, please
get informed about the issue. Your inter-
est and involvement can help Westfield
take the next step in investing in our
students’ future.

We moved to Westfield eight years ago
in large part due to the reputation of the
public schools. I know families continue
to move here for that reason. It is critical
that we continue to support our schools
during this period of increased enroll-
ment.

James Halleran for The Westfield Leader
INFORMAL…The Westfield Board of Education (BOE) and Town Council met
Wednesday, March 8 to review the proposed 2006 school budget. Pictured, left to
right, are: seated, Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan, BOE Vice-President Ginny
Leiz, Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca, BOE President Anne Riegel and BOE
member Richard Soloman; standing, BOE member Gary McCready, Council-
man Thomas Bigosinski, BOE member Beth Cassie, Councilman Sal Caruana,
Councilman Jim Foerst and BOE members Ann Cary and Kimberly Rhodes.

SPF-BOE Candidate David Gorbunoff

Thorough and Efficient Means?
I am a resident of Scotch Plains for 14

years. My wife, Lyse, and I are the parents
of three children. Two are students at
Terrill Middle School and one is in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.

I hold a bachelor’s degree in account-
ing and a master’s degree in organiza-
tional management. My professional ex-
perience includes 12 years as a contractor
in the construction trades. I am currently
the director of operations for the adminis-
trator of the schools and libraries E Rate
program. This program gives $2.25 bil-
lion annually to schools and libraries
across the country.

As a candidate for a seat on the board of
education in Scotch Plains-Fanwood, I
feel that I am obligated to let you all know
what I feel are the issues facing our com-
munity. First and foremost is the need to
keep taxes under control. Hand-in-hand
with the need to keep taxes in check is the
responsibility to provide our children with
a thorough and efficient education.

What does thorough and efficient
mean? Thorough means complete. It
means that our children have the resources

they need in the classroom to give them
the best education possible. Teachers,
textbooks, supplies and facilities all have
to be first-rate in order for our children to
be able to compete after graduation and to
ensure that they remain life long learners.

Efficiency is a watchword that we
should all take to heart. Efficiency means
reduced waste. Waste can take on many
forms, excessive prices for services pro-
vided to our district, excessive prices paid
for supplies, an unfair contract for our
teachers and staff, are all examples of
waste.

When I talk about a fair contract for our
teachers, I mean just that. It must be fair
for all sides. All sides include our chil-
dren, our teachers and our taxpayers.

I look forward to serving the Scotch
Plains/Fanwood community.

NAME                                                               PRICE

Icardi Barbera Tabarin $9.99 
Cuevas de Castilla Con Class Rueda 8.29 
Domaine de la Madone Beaujolais Villages 8.99 
Ravenswood Vintner's Blend Zinfandel 8.99 
Monte Antico Rosso 7.99 
Lageder Riff Pinot Grigio 7.99 
Salomon Gruner Veltliner 9.69 
Taurus Roble 9.79 
Falesco Merlot 10.99 

Samantha Starr Pinot Noir 10.49 
Piping Shrike Shiraz 11.99 

Roger Perrin Cotes du Rhone 12.69 
Chateau Lamothe Bordeaux White 8.69 

Pra Soave 10.49 
Six Prong Red Table Wine 11.99 

Mount Nelson Sauvignon blanc 13.99 
Domaine de la Pepiere Muscadet 7.99 
Cantine del Taburno Falanghina 12.99 
Cinquante Cinq Viognier 10.49  
Pierre Sparr Alsace One 9.69 

Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. 
In fact, our top three hundred items are ranked as the best prices in town. 

Shop at Town & Country for cheese, gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink and be merry. 
What’s more, our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”  

EC of the best value wines
HANDPICKED BY THE STAFF OF TOWN & COUNTRY.

25% off 
ANY 12 750ML.

BOTTLES OF WINE
Sale items not included.Offer valid from 03/23/06 through 03/29/06. 

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

20% off 
ANY PRE-MADE GIFT BASKETS

Sale items not included.Offer valid from 03/23/06 through 03/29/06. 
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

SUPER SPIRITS                                              PRICE

Chopin Vodka 750 ml. $25.99 
Courvoisier VSOP Cognac 750 ml. 29.99 
Highland Park Single Malt Scotch 750 ml. 38.99 
Maker's Mark 750 ml. 21.99 
Viking Fjord Vodka 1.75 liter 17.99 
Chambord 750 ml. 22.99 
Carolan's Irish Cream Liqueur 750 ml. 10.99 

All prices are valid from 3/23/06 - 3/29/06.

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.
WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.     
Free Parking We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by 
New Jersey State Law will apply.

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Osborn Cannonball
House Museum to Open

SCOTCH PLAINS – The circa 1760
Obsorn Cannonball House, located at
1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open on Sunday, April 2 from 2 to 4 p.m.
A collection of Colonial, Victorian and
20th Century Quilts will be on display.
Costumed docents will be available to
give tours. There is no admission fee.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com

Jane Clancy
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Steven Nelson and Miss Adrienne Roman

Miss Adrienne Roman
To Wed Steven Nelson

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Roman of
Emerson have announced the engage-
ment of their daughter, Miss Adrienne
Roman, to Steven Nelson. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Nelson of
Scotch Plains.

The bride-to-be is a graduate of
Immaculate Heart Academy in
Emerson. She received a bachelor’s
degree in sociology from Manhattan
College in New York City and a
master’s degree in counseling from
Queens College in Queens, N.Y. Miss
Roman is the assistant director of

mental health services for a non-profit
agency in New York.

Her fiancé is a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. He
holds a bachelor’s degree in finance
from the University of North Florida
in Jacksonville, Fla. and a master’s
degree in Management Information
Systems from Seton Hall University
in South Orange. Mr. Nelson is em-
ployed as a data manager for a direct
marketing firm in New York.

A November 2006 wedding has
been planned.

Children Invited to Library
For Creative Dramatics

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will present a free,
four-week Creative Dramatics pro-
gram for children in kindergarten
through third grade at the library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.

After the librarian reads a story,
the children will act it out in a fun
and informal way with guidance from
the librarian. The program will be
offered on Fridays, March 31, April
7, April 21 and April 28, from 3:30 to
4:30 p.m. Participants must have their
own library card.

For adults, “TGIF: Mary Cassat”
will celebrate the American impres-
sionist artist tomorrow, Friday, March
24, at 1:30 p.m.

On Monday, March 27, the Great
Decisions Discussion Group topic
will be “U.S. and Iran,” led by Dr.
Louis Cristillo of Columbia Univer-
sity. Sponsored by the Westfield Adult
School and the Westfield Area League
of Women Voters, the program will be
held from 7 to 9 p.m. The fee is $55 for
the eight-week series or $15 for an
individual session, payable to the

Westfield Adult School. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 233-1035.

“Puzzled by the Internet II” will be
offered on Tuesday, March 28, at 10
a.m. The second part of this hands-on
beginners’ class will cover basic skills
such as using a browser, Internet ad-
dresses, selecting search engines and
printing from the Internet. Class sizes
are small.

The Westfield Adult School will
sponsor a two-part series on Winston
Churchill on Wednesdays, March 29
and April 5, at 1 p.m. Presented by
George Lewis, a member of the
Churchill Society, the series will fea-
ture background information plus a
documentary film. There is a $20 fee,
payable to the Westfield Adult School.
To register, please call (908) 232-4050.

For children, “Tots’ Story Time,”
for those age two-and-a-half to three-
and-a-half with a caregiver, will be
held Tuesday, March 28, from 10 to
10:30 a.m. “Preschool Story Time,”
for those age three-and-a-half to five,
will meet Wednesday, March 29, at
10 a.m. or 1:30 p.m. “Baby Rhyme
Time,” for babies not yet walking and
a caregiver, will take place Friday,
March 31, from 10 to 10:20 a.m.

For more information, please call
the library at (908) 789-4090, visit
www.wmlnj.org or stop by the library
for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Retirement Sale!Cranwood Electric Supply

40%TO70%OFF
SHOWROOM ONLY

Lighting Fixtures • Ceiling Fans
Table & Floor Lamps 

• No Special Orders • In-Stock Only •

Cranwood Electric Supply
49 South Avenue • Garwood, NJ • 908-789-1102

1-800-387-0402
Sale Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm • Saturday 8:00am to 4:00pm • Closed Sunday •  VISA, MasterCard & Discover Accepted

Annual S.A.R. Dinner
Slated For March 29
WESTFIELD – The annual din-

ner meeting of the West Fields Chap-
ter of the Sons of the American Revo-
lution (S.A.R.) will take place on
Wednesday, March 29, at the Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield. It
will feature the group MadJazz in a
program of music about America by
Americans.

The meeting also will include the
election of chapter officers for 2006;
the awarding of an S.A.R. medal to
an outstanding Eagle Scout and rec-
ognition of new members.

The music program is expected to
start at 8 p.m.; the presentation is
open to the public. Those attending
the dinner at 7 p.m. are asked to send
a check for $30, made payable to
S.A.R. – West Fields Chapter, to C.
Marlin White, 109 Ryder Way, New
Providence, N.J. 07974. Cash bar
cocktail service will begin at 6 p.m.

The West Fields chapter originated
in 1921 and is one of the largest in
the state. Membership in the S.A.R.
is open to any man who can trace his
ancestry to the Revolutionary War.

Area Residents Invited
To JCC’s Model Seder
SCOTCH PLAINS – In celebration

of Passover, the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey
will hold a Model Seder on Tuesday,
April 4, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. This
event is open to all.

In addition to the Seder service, a
holiday lunch featuring traditional
Seder food will be served. The cost is
$7 for JCC members and $8 for the
community at large. Reservations are
required and must be made by Friday,
March 31.

To make a reservation or obtain
more information, please contact Nan
Statton at nstatton@jccnj.org or (908)
889-8800, extension no. 207. The JCC
is located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

TINY TIM HONOREE…Members of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Tiny Tim
Fund Board of Trustees salute Mary Ann Kuhn at a dinner at the Plainfield
Country Club upon her retirement from the board after more than 20 years. The
fund aids area children who are in need of medical or dental care but cannot afford
it. Pictured, from left to right, are: Standing, Anna Martinelli, Helen Piasecki,
Lorraine Chaillet, the Reverend John Neilson and Mari McDevitt, and seated,
Flavia Blechinger, Barbara Anilo and Ms. Kuhn. Not shown are Donald Sheldon,
Tuula Ruhlandt, Anne O’Brien, Gerri Barcelona and Nancy Bantz.

FSO Program to Explore
Social Skills For Children

WESTFIELD – The Family Sup-
port Organization (FSO) of Union
County will hold a program entitled
“Social Skills for Your Kids” on
Wednesday, March 29, from 7 to 8:30
p.m. at its offices at 137 Elmer Street
in Westfield.

Susan Mendelson, a licensed so-
cial worker, will be the presenter. A
board member of the Union County
Educational Services Foundation, Ms.
Mendelson also is a member of the
Council for Exceptional Children and
the New Jersey Association of School
Social Workers. She has experience
in the New Jersey public school sys-
tem working with children in regular
and special education.

This program is designed to address
such issues as a child’s ability to get
along with peers, show sensitivity for
the feelings of others, wait and control
impulses, respect others’ “space,” make
new friends, maintain conversation, take
turns without interrupting and under-
stand his or her own feelings.

Members of the public are invited
to attend this event. The FSO is con-
tracted by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Human Services to offer sup-
port, education and advocacy for par-

ents and caregivers of children with
special mental health needs.

To reserve a space, be placed on a
mailing list for future events or for
more information, please call Kathy,
Mary or Gail at (908) 789-7625 dur-
ing business hours. The event will be
offered free of charge.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Tin Piercing This Sunday

WESTFIELD – The use of tin in
early New Jersey will be featured on
Sunday, March 26, from 2 to 4 p.m.
at the Miller-Cory House Museum,
located at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

Frank Vey will explain the work of
Colonial era tinsmiths and demon-
strate the process of tin piercing,
which allowed the craftsman to cre-
ate goods that were decorative as well
as practical.

Tin goods in the 18th and 19th
centuries were greatly varied and
highly demanded and included items
such as candlesticks, coffeepots, foot
warmers and fish kettles.

Volunteers dressed in authentic pe-
riod clothing will be available to guide
visitors through the pre-revolution-
ary farmhouse. In the museum’s
Frazee Building, members of the
Cooking Committee will demonstrate
open hearth cooking techniques and

offer taste treats to visitors.
The museum’s gift shop, stocked

with Colonial toys, crafts, cookbooks
and educational materials, also will
be open for business.

Admission to the museum is $2
for adults, 50 cents for students and
free for children under age six.

Upcoming Sunday programs in-
clude “Saving the Rare Breeds of Co-
lonial Animals” on April 2; “Toying
with Time – 18th and 19th Century
Toys” on April 9; the museum’s “Sheep
to Shawl Festival” on April 23 and a
“Straw Hat Demonstration” on April
30. For more information, please call
the museum office on weekday morn-
ings at (908) 232-1776.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Screening Kits Offered
For Colorectal Cancer
WESTFIELD – During March, the

Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment is serving as a pick-up site for
colorectal screening kits that are
available to residents of Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, New Provi-
dence, Roselle Park, Springfield and
Westfield.

The Regional Cancer Center of JFK
Medical Center, Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center, in conjunc-
tion with Solaris Health Systems and
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment, is conducting its annual
colorectal screening campaign.

Screening kits may be picked up
at 425 East Broad Street in Westfield
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday, except from noon to
1 p.m. when the health office is closed
for lunch.

Individuals who pick up the kits
are advised to read the directions
carefully and to follow the instruc-
tions closely to ensure that they prop-
erly prepare their sample to be pro-
cessed by the lab.

For further information about
colorectal cancer or the kits, please
call the public health nurse at (908)
789-4070, extension no. 4073.

Joseph Buontempo has completed his 21st year in the business and
was recently bestowed the “Bronze Level Agent of the Year” award
for 2005 from Midland National Life Insurance Company.  He
ranked in the top three Midland National agents in the nation in life
production and persistency.  Congratulations on this achievement!

His services provide the following:

To obtain a free financial analysis and quotes,
call Buontempo Insurance at: (908) 654-9612.

Congratulations to Joseph Buontempo on his successful career
in the life insurance, health insurance and investment industry.

• Life Insurance
• Health Insurance:  group & individual
• Disability & Long Term Care
• Mutual Funds
• 401k & Pension Plans
• Property & Casualty Insurance
• Business Insurance
• College Savings Plans

Joseph Buontempo

Securities offered through Sammons Securities Company, LLC - Member NASD/SIPC

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 03/29/06

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

A great example of fine quality low priced wine from the south of

France.  Dark berry fruit, plums, and dried cherry, along with

bay leaf, coriander, earth, and leather.  When you decant it for

30 minutes, you start to get hints of violet and lavender.  Try

with cogue a vin or grilled lamb.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$9.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$12.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Jean-Luc Colombo Les Abeilles
Cotes Du Rhone  $11.99

Shinas Estate The Innocent

Viognier  $21.99

Bright clear fruit with nectarine, honeydew and
peach tones.  The nose is full of spring orchard
blossoms.  The long clean finish goes perfectly
with ham.  Try it with Easter dinner in mind.

Arneis is Piedmont’s most important white
grape.  This bright clean example has lots of
citrus and nut flavors.  Perfect with light pasta
dishes and lighter fish.  Try it.

Damilano Langhe Arneis  $13.99

Badia a Coltibuono Chianti

Classico  $16.99

Before so many winemakers started trying to
make their wine taste like everyone else’s,
good Chianti tasted like this.  Wild forest
berry, dark cherry, hints of spice and light oak.
A well balanced food wine that reminds us
of what Chianti was, and can be.
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Concert to Teach Youngsters
About Music and Storytelling

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Outreach
Team at the Willow Grove Presbyte-
rian Church in Scotch Plains has
invited parents and children to at-
tend a concert at the
church on Sunday, March
26, entitled “Storytelling
Through Music.”

Created especially for
youngsters, the concert
is designed to whet their
imagination through
classical music and teach
them how to listen to mu-
sic created throughout
the ages. It will take place
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. in
Alexander Hall.

The concert, geared for
those age eight and up,
will feature Juilliard School of Mu-
sic graduate Paul DiDario, a local
pianist and harpsichordist with ex-
tensive solo and orchestral perform-
ing experience. Mr. DiDario is the
Executive Director of the Long Hill
Music Center in Madison, a commu-
nity school of the arts. His first com-
pact disk, “Two Part Creation,” was
released in 2000 and contains solo
works for harpsichord and piano.

Children will be introduced to pieces
of music from the motion picture Harry
Potter and exposed to music com-
posed by musicians such as Debussy,

C.P.E. Bach, Chopin,
Scott Joplin and De
Falla. Afterward, they
will have an opportu-
nity to enjoy a younger
version of “tea time.”
This program is free to
everyone.

Responses are ap-
preciated. To respond
or for more informa-
tion, please call the
church office Monday
through Friday at (908)
232-5678, e-mail
wilgrv@netzero.com

or visit  www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.
The Willow Grove Church is located
at 1961 Raritan Road.

Paul DiDario

Synagogue Announces
Second Night Seder

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel, located at 18 Shalom
Way in Scotch Plains, will hold its
Annual Second Night Seder to cel-
ebrate Passover on Thursday, April
13, at 6:30 p.m. at the synagogue.

The cost is $23 per person; $11 for
children age five and younger. Inter-
ested persons are asked to respond to the
synagogue office no later than Monday,
April 3, with a check made payable to
Congregation Beth Israel. For more in-
formation, please email Geri Samuel at
samuelgeri@hotmail.com or call her at
(908) 754-5911.

Temple to Address Passover
During Adult Learning Day
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom,

located at 74 South Martine Avenue
in Fanwood, will present a Passover
Adult Learning Day with the support
of its Renaissance, Sisterhood and
Board of Education.

This event will be held on Sunday,
April 2, from 9:30 a.m. to noon and
be open to the public. The resource
room will open at 9:30 a.m. with a
Hagaddah and Passover Book Sale,
bagel brunch and Passover handouts.
There also will be a separate mini-
program for adults with children in
the religious school.

Session One will take place from

10 to 10:55 a.m. and include the fol-
lowing discussions: “Beyond the
Seder: Social Action and Passover,”
with Josh Isaacs; “Seder Leading
101,” with Student Cantor Darcie
Sharlein and Harry Tobin, and “Did
the Exodus Happen – A Historical
View of Pesach,” with Rabbi Michael
Abraham.

The other discussions in Session
One will be: “For the Love of Pass-
over,” with Ellen Berman; “Passover
Cooking – Making It Through the
Whole Eight Days Without Any Com-
plaints!,” with June Stern and Gale
Miller, and “Matza, Maror and What?
– The History and Customs of Pass-
over,” with Rabbi Joel Abraham.

Session Two will extend from 11 to
11:55 a.m. and include the following
topics: “B’chol Dor Vador – In Every
Generation: Engaging Young Chil-
dren In Passover,” with Laney Shapiro
and Student Cantor Darcie Sharlein;
“Improvisational Seder,” with Ivy
Tobin, and “Hearing Miriam’s Song
– Creating Your Own Miriam’s Cup,”
with Michelle Shapiro Abraham,
Reform Jewish Educator. There will
be a $5 per person supply fee.

The remaining Session Two dis-
cussions will be “After the Children
Move Out – Seders For Adults,” with
Rabbi Joel Abraham, and “We Are
History – This Is What Adonai Did
For Me When I Came Out of Egypt!,”
with Rabbi Michael Abraham.

To register, please call Temple
Sholom at (908) 889-4900 or e-mail
office@sholomnj.org. Babysitting
will be available for a nominal fee.

PARISH HONOREES…St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains on February 24 honored the Knights and Dames who have made
significant contributions to the parish. The occasion began with a prayer service at
the church hosted by the Reverend John Paladino, Pastor, and attended by former
St. Bartholomew pastors the Reverend Donald Hummell and Monsignor Peter
Zaccardo, and concluded with a cocktail reception at Pantagis Renaissance in
Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, honoree James Cassidy,
the Reverend John Lester, Monsignor Zaccardo and Pastor Paladino, and front
row, honorees Fran Kulik, Gene Cook, Rose Rossi and Reverend Hummell.

Ketubah Plans Dinner
At Portuguese Manor
COUNTY – The B’nai B’rith

Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
will meet for dinner on Sunday, April
2, at 5:30 p.m. at the Portuguese Manor,
310 Elm Street in Perth Amboy.

The cost of the dinners plus tax and
gratuity will be divided evenly among
those attending. There will be a sepa-
rate bar bill. Prospective members
are welcome. Interested persons are
asked to call Elaine at (908) 232-
0062 no later than Friday, March 31.

The Arc of Union County
Gears Up For Annual Ball

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Saturday,
April 8, The Arc of Union County
will host the 42nd Annual Candle-
light Ball at L’Affaire Fine Catering,
located at 1099 Route 22, East, in
Mountainside.

All proceeds from the event – which
will feature dinner, dancing and cel-
ebration – will benefit children and
adults with developmental disabili-
ties participating in Arc programming
throughout Union County.

Typically 300 guests attend the ball,
including representatives of local
businesses, financial contributors,
program participants, their families
and residents throughout the metro-
politan area. Assemblyman Neil M.
Cohen is Honorary Chairperson for
this year’s event.

The other honorees will be Beverly
Roberts of Kendall Park from The
Arc of New Jersey, 2006 Community
Service Award; Kay Casserino of
Scotch Plains, 2006 Betty McGhee
Spirit of The Arc Award; Carly
Stauffer of Clark, 2006 Ambassador
of Good Will; Ruby Doe of Scotch
Plains, 2006 Mary Lou Panella Ad-
vocacy Award, and Peter Granrath of
Plainfield, 2006 Florence M. Levine
Community Achievement Award.

Cocktails will start at 630 p.m.,
with the dinner and presentation of

awards beginning at 7:30 p.m. A spe-
cial raffle will be drawn at 10 p.m.
Winners of the silent auction gift bas-
kets also will be drawn at that time.

The cost of a ticket is $125. The
deadline to purchase tickets is Mon-
day, March 27. For more information
or to make reservations, please con-
tact Cari Libysen at (973) 315-0020
or via e-mail at
clibysen@arcunion.org.

NJWA Concert Band
To Perform Sunday

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Con-
cert Band will perform a spring con-
cert of popular, classical and original
arrangements this Sunday, March 26,
at 3 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y”’s
Robert and Virginia Bauer Family
Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

The  band, led by conductor Howard
Toplansky, consists of members of all
ages. All proceeds will benefit the
Westfield Area “Y”’s Y CARES An-
nual Support Campaign, which pro-
vides financial assistance to those in
need who wish to participate in “Y”
programs, services and memberships.

Tickets will be available at the door.
Admission is $6 for adults and $3 for
children under age 12. Light refresh-
ments will be served during intermis-
sion. For more details, please call
Linda Christopher at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 414, or e-mail
Lchristopher@westfieldynj.org.

Workshop to Explore
Technology Benefits

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, in partner-
ship with the Kean University Small
Business Development Center
(SBDC) and North Fork Bank, will
present “Maximizing Technology to
Market Your Business.”

It will be held on Wednesday, March
29, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at North Fork
Bank, located at 138 Central Avenue
in Westfield. Nat Bender of E-Busi-
ness Services, New Jersey Small Busi-
ness Development Center, will con-
duct the seminar. For more details or
to confirm plans to attend, please call
Kean University SBDC at (908) 737-
4220.

HOME SHOW

westfield
The National Guard Armory - Next to Westfield High School

Showcasing Everything For The Home

SHOW HOURS:
FRIDAY 4PM-9PM

SATURDAY 10AM-9PM
SUNDAY 10AM-6PM

March 24th, 25th & 26th

Beautiful Landscape Designs & More!

FREE ADMISSION - $8 VALUE!
1 FREE Admission with 1 Paid & This Ad

WL

Info: (973) 326-1333
www.exposeast.com

Children Under 12 FREE 
Parking FREE

• Kitchens & Baths
• Appliances
• Marble & Granite
• Interior Decorating
• Design Centers

• Deco Painting
• Faux Art
• Solar Energy
• Windows & Doors
• Pavers

• Patios
• Sunrooms
• Pools & Spas
• Cooking Shows
• Prizes

05-2056   ©2004 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co., Milwaukee, WI. Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates.   4046-310

The Stone Financial Group
180 River Road, PO Box 1008
Summit, NJ 07902
(908) 918-4079
www.nmfn.com/jeffrembisz

Jeff S. Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CSA
Disability Income Specialist

For more than 145 years, Northwestern Mutual and its products have quietly

earned a most enviable reputation. Today, only Northwestern Mutual

Financial Network representatives can offer access to its life insurance

products, plus the know-how of specialists.

Isn’t it time you had a Quiet Conversation™ with Jeff Rembisz?

Call today for a free, no-obligation consultation.

Complete coverage for
your financial future.

‘The Moonglowers’ Set
To Perform at Chelsea
FANWOOD – “The

Moonglowers” will present an
evening of jazz on Thursday, March
30, beginning at 7 p.m. at The Chelsea
at Fanwood, located at 295 South
Avenue.

Hors d’oeuvres will be served. In-
terested persons are asked to respond
by calling Eileen Weller, Commu-
nity Relations Director at The
Chelsea, at (908) 654-5200, exten-
sion no. 326.

Slide Show to Feature
‘Views of Elizabeth’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will sponsor a program entitled “Views
of Elizabeth Through the Years” on
Tuesday, March 28, at 8 p.m.

Charles Shallgross will present the
slide show at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, located at Plainfield Av-
enue and Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains.

A resident of Elizabeth who taught
social studies there for 34 years, Mr.
Shallgross will recount the 400-year
history of The Queen City. He is
very active with the Union County
Historical Society and also presently
involved with the Union County
Courthouse Centennial Committee.

Admission is free and the meeting
is open to everyone. Refreshments
and fellowship will follow the pro-
gram. For more information, please
call Richard Bousquet, President, at
(908) 232-1199.

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets (8-way hand-tied styles). †After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.
Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:  $50 twin,  $75 full,  $100 queen,  $200 king.   Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets:  $25 twin,  $50 full,  $75 queen,  $100 king.

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAVOY*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SOFT CLOUD PILLOW TOP*

TWIN SET

FULL SET.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

JADE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE
$260 $129
$380 $199

SUGG. SALE
$360 $199
$490 $299
$1120 $599
$1740 $999

SUGG. SALE
$490 $269
$620 $339
$1470 $799
$2190 $1199

SUGG. SALE REBATE†

$1010 $569 $557
$1220 $689 $664
$2660 $1499 $1424
$3820 $2149 $2049

SUGG. SALE REBATE†

$3010 $1699 $1649
$3560 $1999 $1924
$4200 $2399 $2299
$5720 $3249 $3049

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

What makes a Shifman mattress so refreshingly different? Exquisite craftsmanship and the world's
finest materials – like natural cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting, and eight-way hand tied box
springs - to assure the most durable and luxurious comfort    available. Plus, right now, when you
purchase an Ultra premium set you’ll also enjoy extraordinary savings - and a great instant rebate.
Don’t delay - sleep better today!

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

SLEEP BETTER.
SAVE MORE.

SAVE 35-50%
Plus an Instant Rebate of up to $200*

A N D  E N T E R  TO  W I N  T H E  “ D O U B L E - D I P ”  D R AW I N G
( s e e  s t o re  f o r  d e t a i l s )
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Calvary Lutheran to Host
Blood Drive This Sunday

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will spon-
sor a blood drive this Sunday, March
26, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

New Jersey Blood Services
(NJBS) will conduct the drive in
Calvary Lutheran’s Fellowship Hall
in the Education Building behind
the church.

Blood given at Calvary will aid
those in the congregation and the
community who have serious medi-
cal conditions requiring transfusions.
The life-saving gift of blood will be
used at the 60 New Jersey hospitals
and 250 regional hospitals that NJBS
serves.

Blood donors must be at least 17

years old, weigh a minimum of 110
pounds and be in generally good health.
They will need to have a photo or
signature form of identification and
know their Social Security number.

Donors will receive a free mini-
exam, including a review of their
pulse rate, blood pressure, iron count
(hemoglobin) and temperature. In-
dividuals who are not sure if they are
eligible to donate can call (800) 688-
0900.

No appointment is necessary, and
walk-ins will be welcome. However,
those with limited time can schedule
an appointment by calling Robin
Marko at (908) 789-0379. For direc-
tions to the Calvary Lutheran Church,
please call (908) 276-2418.

Scotch Plains Baptist Plans
‘Camp Sunday’ March 26

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church will hold a
“Camp Sunday” on March 26. Don
Smith, Director of the Baptist Camp
and Conference Center in Lebanon,
N.J., will speak during the 11 a.m.
worship service about the Camp Leba-
non ministry and discuss opportuni-
ties for involvement in 2006.

Camp Lebanon hosts week-long,
grade-level camps throughout the
summer. Multiple sessions are avail-
able for youth in grades 2 to 12 that
feature various outdoor activities as

well as Bible studies. Several spe-
cialty camps are offered.

New this year will be “It’s A Shore
Thing,” an off-site camp at the Jersey
shore, where youth and leaders will
be trained to share their faith in a non-
threatening way.

A coffee hour will follow the wor-
ship service, hosted by the church’s
Mission Division. Attendees will have
a chance to ask questions of Mr. Smith,
talk with current and former campers
and camp staff, pick up registration
materials and discuss “campership”
funds provided by the church.

The Scotch Plains Baptist Church
is located at Park Avenue and Grand
Street. For more information, please
call (908) 322-5487 or email
spbc1747@netzero.com.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

The Chelsea at Fanwood proudly presents

An Evening of Jazz
Featuring “The Moonglowers”

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

Open to the Public – Please join us for this evening filled with entertainment – 
Everyone is welcome!

WHEN: Thursday, March 30th, 2006
TIME: 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue, Fanwood

RSVP 
908-654-5200 

By: March 27th

Join Us For an Evening of Pure Entertainment Featuring Jazz Music
by The Moonglowers and delicious Hors d’oeuvres.  

Our Alzheimer’s care begins with 
what’s been forgotten.

Each senior has a history that makes them a
unique individual. At Sunrise our approach
to Alzheimer’s care begins with understanding
the stories and details of a senior’s life. 

Knowing our residents better means we can
help them attain what we call “pleasant days”
by finding activities they can enjoy and be 
successful at. We do this in specially designed

surroundings that are both safe and nurturing,
where who they are is never forgotten.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living commu-
nity for more information about how we
care for seniors with memory impairment.
In Mountainside and Westfield, we feature
our Reminiscence program for Alzheimer’s
residents.

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Fiscal Accountability
Of Church to Be Topic
COUNTY – On Saturday, March

25, Voice of the Faithful of Northern
New Jersey and Union County will
host a panel discussion from 9:30
a.m. to noon entitled “Financial Ac-
countability in the Church: Whose
Money Is It?” The session will be
held at the Birchwood Manor, lo-
cated at 11 North Jefferson Road in
Whippany.

George Perkins, an Associate Pro-
fessor of Economics at Bates Col-
lege, and Dan Bartley, a Certified
Public Accountant and founder of
Voice of the Faithful of Long Island,
will be featured among the panelists.

As clergy sex abuse payments by
the United States Catholic Church
approach $1 billion, many Catholics
are questioning Church practices and
believe the Church should be held to
higher standards of financial account-
ability and transparency, just as Con-
gress is imposing the same on busi-
ness and industry.

The panel will explore the need for
independent lay inclusion in Church
financial management and oversight.
There is no admission fee. All are
welcome and donations are appreci-
ated. Directions can be obtained at
w w w. b i r c h w o o d m a n o r. c o m /
directions.html. For more informa-
tion on Voice of the Faithful, please
visit www.votfnj.org.

Health Boards to Meet
March 30 In Westfield
WESTFIELD – A joint meeting of

the boards of health affiliated with
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment has been scheduled for
Thursday, March 30, at 7:30 p.m. to
discuss topics of mutual interest.

The meeting will be held in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street.

Mountainside DEMS
To Meet March 29

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Democratic Club will
have Summit Mayor Jordan Glatt as
the speaker at its meeting on Wednes-
day, March 29. The meeting will
convene at 7:30 p.m. in the
Mountainside Borough Hall confer-
ence room.

Everyone interested in the 2006
election campaign and the future of
the Democratic Party in the borough
is welcome. Refreshments will be
served. For more information, please
call Rick Schkolnick at (908) 789-
0664.

Thrift Shop to Feature
Easter Items and Dolls
SCOTCH PLAINS – Starting on

Tuesday, March 27, at 10 a.m., the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League’s Thrift Shop will feature rab-
bits of all kinds – stuffed, ceramic,
wood and painted – both large and
small and in all colors and varieties.

Additionally, baskets of all sizes
and shapes will be available, which
can be used for traditional Easter
baskets or displaying plants.

Another doll sale will take place as
well, including baby dolls in their
cradles, Barbies, collector dolls and
stuffed dolls and animals.

The Thrift Shop is located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains.
Store hours are 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday. For more information or
directions to the shop, please call
(908) 322-5420 during business
hours.

Jefferson School Celebrates
Read Across America

WESTFIELD –Jefferson Elemen-
tary School celebrated Read Across
America this year with three activi-
ties. First-grade teacher Lauren
Christie won a visit from a seven-
foot-tall Cat in the Hat character,
thanks to the New Jersey Education
Association. The first graders were
surprised when the Cat in the Hat
arrived at the Jefferson Library dur-
ing a read aloud of Dr. Seuss’ first
published storybook, “And To Think
That I Saw It On Mulberry Street.”

On March 2, in celebration of the
birthday of Dr. Seuss, fourth- and
fifth-grade students shared their read-
ing talents with younger children.
These readers visited the kindergar-
ten, first-, second- and third-grade
classrooms for small group shared
reading. There was a gentle hush
through the entire building as listen-
ers paid close attention to the stories
selected by the fourth- and fifth-
grade readers.

The third Dr. Seuss event included
a return to the school one evening for

another small group reading celebra-
tion. Twenty-six of Jefferson
School’s staff members shared their
love of reading with 125 students.
The Library Media Specialist, Daria
Bonavita, and the Reading Special-
ists, June Gleason and Gerri
Morrison, coordinated these events.

JCC of Central NJ Preschool  
and Full-Day Kindergarten 

Cutting-Edge Curriculum 
Accredited by the NAEYC 
Full-Day Programs Also 
Available for 4-Year-Olds 
Computer Instruction 
Updated Classrooms 
Swim Lessons 
Sports Classes 
Music Programs 
Drop-In & Enrichment            

     Space is still available for   
    the 2006-07 school year! 
         For more information, please    
             contact Early Childhood    
           Services Director Nancy   
       Kovacs at nkovacs@jccnj.org  
             or 908-889-8800 x204. 

1391 Martine Avenue 

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908-889-8800 

www.jccnj.org 

WF Chamber Announces
Calendar of Spring Events

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) has announced the follow-
ing upcoming events:

Viva Solaris Casino Night 2006
will be held on Saturday, April 1, at
6 p.m. at the Somerset Marriot Ho-
tel on Davidson Avenue in Somerset.
A benefit for the Diabetes Center of
New Jersey, an affiliate of Solaris
Health System, it will feature gam-
ing, auctions, raffles and a karaoke
contest. The $150 per person cost
includes an open bar and buffet din-
ner plus $25 in gaming chips. For
more information, please call the
Muhlenberg Foundation, which is
organizing the event, at (908) 668-
3027.

On Thursday, April 20, the
Chamber’s Business After Hours net-
work event with business profes-
sionals from throughout Union
County will be held at the Grand
Summit Hotel from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

On Sunday, April 23, Spring Fling,
the largest street festival in the area,
will be held in Westfield from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. It will feature 250
vendors and live entertainment, in-
cluding highlights from Thoroughly
Modern Millie and a kids’ area. The
deadline for vendors to apply for a
booth is Saturday, April 1.

On Saturday, May 6, a Light The
Night Walk will be held in Westfield.
Walkers carry illuminated balloons
to celebrate and commemorate lives
touched by cancer. Funds raised sup-
port the society’s mission to cure
leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s dis-
ease and myeloma, and to improve
the quality of life of patients and
their families.

For more information on upcom-
ing events, please contact the
WACC, 173 Elm Street, 3rd Floor,
Westfield, N.J. 07090; call (908)
233-3021; fax (908) 654-8183 or
visit www.WestfieldChamber.com.

www.goleader.com

Blood Drives Slated
At Area Locations

WESTFIELD – The Blood Center
of New Jersey has announced that
blood drives will take place at two
local sites in an effort to maintain the
area’s blood supply.

On Sunday, March 26, a drive will
be held from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Congregation Beth Israel, located at
18 Shalom Way in Scotch Plains. A
second drive is scheduled for Tues-
day, March 28, from 6 to 9 p.m. at
Masonic Atlas Pythagoras Lodge,
1011 Central Avenue in Westfield.

Donors must be at least 17 years
old. There is no upper age limit for
donors. Donors should know their
Social Security number and bring a
signed or picture form of identifica-
tion. For more information or to sign
up for a blood drive, please call the
Blood Center at (800) 652-5663, ex-
tension no. 140.

     Bikram Yoga, the original “Hot Yoga,” is heating up Westfield and neighboring towns with a

heat-infused 90 minute workout that has become addictive to participants willing to sweat away

pounds, toxins, troubles, and daily aches and pains.  Practitioners are coming from as far away as

Princeton to work their bodies in the same way celebrities including Brooke Shields, Madonna,

Serena Williams, John McEnroe and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar have done for years.

     Westfield sisters Jennifer Comstock Reed and Ginger Comstock opened Bikram Yoga Westfield

in September after practicing this challenging form of yoga for several years and completing an

intensive teacher training and certification program with Bikram Choudhry at his Los Angeles

headquarters.  Bikram Yoga has enabled Ginger to conquer a severe case of juvenile arthritis, a

disease that nearly crippled her just five years ago.  Jennifer practiced Bikram yoga regularly, not

only to reduce the stresses of the corporate world, but also to regain flexibility and heal damage

incurred as a former NCAA Division I athlete.  Both returned to their hometown of Westfield to

spread the yoga technique that has transformed their lives.

     An estimated 4 million followers practice this invigorating style of yoga at over 500 official

Bikram Yoga studios worldwide.  Since one class burns approximately 800 calories, many students

find this type of yoga particularly helpful to lose weight and develop toned and stronger muscles.

Bikram Yoga is scientifically designed to warm and stretch muscles, ligaments, and tendons in

the order in which they should be stretched.  Other benefits include boosting the immune system

and metabolism, releasing toxins, improving blood circulation, and increasing flexibility.

     “Perhaps the most important benefit,” says Beth Grossman, a regular at the studio, “is that

after class I always feel refreshed and ready to conquer my day.  I come to class stressed and after

the second posture I’m so grateful I came to class that day.”

     The 3,500 square foot window filled studio provides a bright, calming environment for

practitioners.  The studio is light and airy with a mirror lined yoga room, men’s and women’s

locker rooms, a babysitting room, a massage therapy room, and a comfortable reception area.

     Classes are drop-in style and do not require pre-registration. Bikram Yoga Westfield encourages

clients to bring a yoga mat, towel and water bottle and to wear comfortable clothing that allows

free movement.  Lycra and cotton blends, leotards, athletic shorts and tank tops are ideal. The

studio also sells yoga clothing, yoga mats, water and rents towels and yoga mats.

     Bikram Yoga Westfield is an ideal, supportive environment in which to practice yoga.  There

is a varied staff of experienced, certified instructors who offer both beginners and more advanced

students the highest quality of instruction available.

     The studio is located at 361 South Avenue East just above Print Tech between STS Tire and

the Lincoln Mercury Car Dealership.  Call 908-317-9642 or visit

www.bikramyogawestfield.com for a complete class schedule and more information.

BIKRAM YOGA HEATS UP WESTFIELD

PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

• HEADACHES • NECK PAIN

• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

www.sg-cpas.com

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs
Call for an appointment

Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

Law Offices of

Robert G. Stahl, LLC

Criminal Defense - Federal & State

Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Robert G. Stahl

Christopher M. Farella

Korey Kerscher Sarokin

220 St. Paul Street,

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001

www.stahlesq.com stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

WF Students Captains
MBS Blood Drive

WESTFIELD –Morristown-Beard
School’s (MBS) annual winter blood
drive was held on March 1 and spon-
sored by the Community Service Pro-
gram of MBS and conducted by New
Jersey Blood Services. The student
captains for the blood drive included
Westfield’s Hannah Vickers.

Morristown-Beard School’s win-
ter blood drive collected 101 pints of
blood and was led by faculty coordi-
nator Laurie Hartman and several stu-
dent coordinators.

Roosevelt Reveals Second
Marking Period Honor Roll
WESTFIELD –Roosevelt Interme-

diate School Principal Stewart Carey
announced the following seventh and
eighth grade students named to the
second marking period honor roll for
the 2005-2006 school year at
Roosevelt. They are:

7TH GRADE DISTINGUISHED

Jenelle Abbattista Ibrahim Khedr
Astrid Adriaens Nikki Koll
John Allen Madeline Komar
Victoria Aloupis Hannah Kronick
Mark Androconis Jeremy W Lin
Alissa Anzevino James Lisooey
Kerry Austin Emily Mack
Jane Banta Anne Maguire
Ethan Barnes Jessica Manna
Adrian Bizzaro Christopher Mannino
Michael Blutfield Nicholas Matthews
Kathryn Bullek Katherine McKinley
Emily Chan Charles Milrod
Peter Cozzi Amanda Minken
Sarah Crawford Brian Monteiro
Lauren Darchi Melissa Morawski
Rebecca Delafuente Ryan Murray
Meghan C Dunn Priyanka Nayer
Nicole Eniclerico Christopher Neylan
Danielle Fields Dylan Olson
Colin Fitzhenry Emma Partridge
Emma Foley Daniel Piatnitsky
Alexandra Frankel Eric Rachear
Emma Franks Jessica Russo
Katherine Frega Eric Schoenbach
Andrew Garfinkel Jennifer Sexton
Rachel Gross Megan M Sharkey
Julia Harbaugh Caitlin Storcks
Matthew Hartzell Meghan Sullivan
Alyssa Hatch Margot Tishberg
Alexandra Hawkins Sirena Van Epp
Megan Hoerrner Julia Wasilewski
Lucas L Hudelson Isabelle Weisman
Melanie Johnson Madison Weist
Michael Jones Jeffrey Yang
Tracy Kaplan John Yingling
Kevin Kessler Timothy Younger

7TH GRADE HONOR ROLL

MacKenzie Anderson Martina Landeka
Zachary Archambault Michael Levidy
Jack Baudhiun Brenna Logue
Zina Bazarsky Charlotte Lorentzen
Daniel Bentley John Jack Lorentzen
Chloe Birkenthal Alexander Luzzi
Nicholas D Boyle Kyle MacKechnie
Taylor Brand Mikhail Maslyuk
Robert Bunting Diana Mason
Craig T Callahan Natalie Materek
Devin Cash Benjamin Mc Cready
Jordan Clausen Matthew Mc Evoy
Zachary Cornwell Christopher Mench
Oreste D’Agosto Shannon Mooney
Jesse DeMartino Kevin Morris
Mc Manus Dolan Christopher Morrissey
Bruce Dunnan Morgan Murphy
Daniel Eliades Christine Pyo
Joakim Eriksson Amy Reich
Casey Federbusch William Reynolds
Daniel Fitzpatrick Rachel Rickles
Abigail Flaherty William B Riggs
Margaux Fleschler Adel Roff
Sarah A Frantz Emily Ronk
Josh Friedman Robyn Rosenzweig
John Gentile Brandland Ross
John Githens Nicholas Safonov
Georgia Gleason Jill Salisbury
Brandon Gold Matthew Santry
Gabrielle Gold Katherine Schaaf
Emily B Goldstein Jenna Sharkey
Erik Gozdieski Dylan Shepcaro
Joseph Greenspan Jordan Siegel
Kathryn Halliburton Joshua Simmons
Ryan Heine Harrison Slater
Evan Heroux Wyatt Smith
Charli Ann Herrington Connor Streaman
Ryan D Hess Nathaniel Suri
Madeline Horowitz Rachel Tabak
Gregory Howard Gabrielle Tanji
Catherine Johnston Matthew Tice
Megan Kaveney Sam Tooley
James Jack Kephart Joseph Toresco
Hayden Kopser Nathaniel Ward
Tom Kowalski Kayla Wiesinger
Roman Krywulych Zachary Zagorski
Ian Kuhn Kristen Zellner
Jeffrey LaForge Adam Ziering

Kelly Zubizarreta

8TH GRADE DISTINGUISHED

Christin Aswad Stephanie A Kuntz
David P Athenson Josephine La Costa
Katie Brennan Grace MacKenzie
Meghan Brody Stephen J Marino
Christopher Castelo Laura Marvin
Amanda Centrella Lauren May
Gabrielle Cerami Matthew Meserole
John Colucci Gregory Mitchell
Tara Criscuolo Samuel A Mumford
Tyler Cusick Kathleen M O’Neill
Mitchell Dornfeld Gaffney Peterson
Michael Eilbacher Katie L Ramire
Carly Erman Kevin Ramos
Jonathan Erman Adam C Reich
Sharon M Faktor Megan Reilly
Benjamin Fine Jaraad Rogers
Bridget Gallagher Amy Roggenburg
Nicholas Gilligan Amy Rosenfeld
Sarah Glickstein Lauren Ross
Leah Geoghegan Andrew Sauerwein
Kyla E Grodzka Maxwell Schuster
Emily Harris Joshua A Solomon
Kelly G Hering Julia Spiridigliozzi
Halli James Graeme B Stahl
Sean Kilcullen Kelly G Sullivan
Hong Soo Kim Diana Vasel
Joseph Kramkowski Peter Waddell

Ryan Krasnoo Yixiao Wang

8TH GRADE HONOR ROLL

Robert Anderson Dalton Mack
Elise B Annis Brian P Maehl
Jacob F Archambault Olivia Magnanini
Hayley A Baker Molly C Maher
David A Ballan Margaret Malaspina
Katherine Bange Eric Mandelblatt
Tyler Becker Drew K Margolis
Daniel Berman Andrew J Marino
Scott M Bernstein Amanda Markowski
Nicole Bilica Nicholas  McAlister
Stephanie Bogin Thomas McKeown
Jacquelyn Buckman Colin McKevitt
Abigail Burton Mary McKevitt
Rebecca Castaldo Grace Mustard
Christopher Castelo Sara J Nelson
Marc Cervantes Maria Niemiera
Sara Connery Charlotte O’Brien
Danny Choo Michael Oster
Andrew P Cordeiro Corinne M Parsloe
John Crisan Jill Pate
Alexander J Cruz Anthony Porchetta
Matthew B Daly Anna C Powell
Katherine Davidson Beau Preston
Geena De Rosa Wade Preston
Christopher Dunstan Megan H Ramage
Seth Egert Kyle Ripperger
Lia Fagan Evan S Rosenburgh
Connor G Farley Justin Rosin
Michael Fietkiewicz Michael Rosin
David Fishman Benjamin Rubin
William A Foltz Michael Sagal
Melissa Ford Christopher Salemme
Rachel E Friedman Samantha Seib
Maximilan Fusaro Julian Seltzer
Andrew M Gates Connor Shields
Brian K Gelinne Robert Sinisi
Leah M Geoghegan Kenneth Sipe
Andrew Gialanella Cole Sisto
Michael Gismondi Meredith H Smith
Emily Goodman Reid Smith
Ellen Gormley Justin M Snyder
Jordan A Graham Daniel Sproull
Catherine Green Jake Sussman
Sophie H Greene Kamal Tamboli
William Gretsky John E Taylor  
Chang Hee Han Matthew F Teese
Jordan E Harries Scott Thien
Connor Hewett Alyssa M Ulrope
Dylan Hirtler Cody Vassallo
Lauren N Hughes Diana Venezia
Ryan A Jennings Denise Virzi
Elizabeth A Kamel Emily Weeks
Jill Kandigian Evan Weinberg
Samantha E Kaufman Ariel Weingarten
Laura E Kenny Matthew Weintraub
Anne Knisely Austin J Wenta
Zachary M La Porta Rosina Wissel
Jaclyn Laspata Matthew Wood
Suzanne Lemberg Alexa Zepka

MTV Spring Break Trades
Sun Tans For Service

By JESSICA RIEGEL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MTV Spring Break: the notorious
home of sun, fun and girls gone wild.
But this year, there’s a new spin on
Spring Break stereotypes—commu-
nity service.

This spring, MTV and United Way
launched Storm Corps, a program for
college students to help rebuild hurri-
cane-devastated areas. Many colleges
have held their own alternative spring
breaks for years, offering students the
opportunity to ditch sunglasses for soup
kitchens and tanning oil for tutoring.

The widespread coverage and hu-
manitarian response to the recent disas-
ters make this a prime season to start
Storm Corps. The influence of MTV
combined with the impact of Hurricane
Katrina is sure to entice students to put
down the books and help others.

Though Storm Corps is highly publi-
cized with casting calls and commer-
cials, it by no means takes its cues from
shows like MTV’s “The Real World.”
Storm Corps participants sleep in bar-
racks, not mansions, and spend time
building houses, not brawling in hot
tubs. Besides opening another door for
people to do community service, the
program will help college kids—if only
a select few—find healthier alternatives
to a week of non-stop partying. Students
might even discover that there is more to
volunteering than résumé-padding.

Storm Corps is only one link on the
chain of popular networks increasing
young people’s awareness of impor-
tant issues.  For years, another music
entertainment channel, VH1, has en-
gaged in information campaigns and
fundraisers to fight AIDS. It’s en-
couraging that these stations are us-
ing their power to promote charity.

For MTV critics, one good deed
this spring will not erase decades of
sex, drugs and rock-and-roll. Never-
theless, Storm Corps is a giant step
in the right direction that, unlike a
lazy day at the beach, has the poten-
tial to change something other than
tan lines.

Jessica Riegel is a junior at
Westfield High School.

By Linda Morrison and Christine Schiller
Roosevelt Intermediate School

\

Think back to your typical mathemat-
ics class. Do you picture all of those
mundane drill and skill worksheets and
spending hours struggling to memorize
complex algorithms and tables? Do you
recall working every problem out by
hand and being reprimanded for using a
novel strategy? This was a common
approach to teaching mathematics.

It is no wonder so many people in
today’s world have math anxiety. For-
tunately, pedagogical techniques have
changed since then. Today, we teach in
accordance with the standards set forth
by the National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics by incorporating reason-
ing, problem solving, communication,
connections, and representation in our
lessons. Students experience a world
of curiosity and exploration and are
guided into discovering patterns and
relationships necessary to solve real-
world problems.

Through the use of technology, stu-
dents have the opportunity to explore
higher-level mathematical thinking
at an earlier age. Furthermore, mod-
ern initiatives provide an equal op-
portunity for all students to be suc-
cessful at a personal level.

This is accomplished through the
efforts of various members of the math-
ematics department across several grade
levels in the Westfield public schools.
We collaboratively work to ensure that
students receive strong foundations and
an exposure to a wide array of math-
ematical opportunities. Our
department’s infrastructure is organized
so that basic concepts are learned, built
upon, and extended in future years.

Functions are one of these fundamen-
tal concepts. At the elementary level,
students begin to explore input and out-
put machines. We build upon these skills
at the middle school level by making
connections through various visual aides
and representations such as tables,
graphs, function rules, independent and
dependent variables, domain and range,
and distance and time graphs.

For example, students enjoy an ac-
tivity where they work in teams and
rotate between three stations. The les-
son is introduced by viewing an inter-
active video that makes many connec-
tions between various representations
of distance and time graphs. Through-
out the video, students create tables,
graphs, algebraic equations, and func-
tion rules to solve problems that two
drivers encounter on their vacation.

After reflecting on the video, stu-
dents begin their rotation among the
three stations. The first station consists
of a kinesthetic activity involving the
use of a graphing calculator, a Calcula-
tor-Based Laboratory (CBL), and a
motion detector. Students must change
their distance and speed with respect to
time to follow the path of a given graph.
They are elated when they receive the
immediate feedback as they see their
path compared to the one on the screen.
The second station requires students to
follow the steps of the writing process
to create stories based on a given graph.
The third station involves the analysis
of the changes in distance and speed
with respect to time given the path of a
simulated roller coaster.

We have found the use of visual aides,
group work activities, and technology in
conjunction with descriptive feedback
to be very effective tools with guiding
students into constructing a strong foun-
dation for the material. Furthermore,
students must be afforded the opportu-
nity to communicate and share their
discoveries because it evokes emotion,
which motivates cognitive development.

A visit to today’s mathematics class-
room shows students developing their
verbal and non-verbal communication
skills. They are discovering ways to
represent information using graphs,
tables and pictures so that a barrier
with words is not a barrier to ideas.

They are also seeing how each
person’s contribution to a team mag-
nifies the success of the overall project.
This process of gathering and organiz-
ing data to make choices will help
them make wise business decisions.
When students are successful in math-
ematics at an early age, they will in-
crease their confidence and desire to
continue expanding upon these funda-
mental concepts throughout their lives.

A Glimpse of a Middle
School Mathematics Class

Candidates Discuss
Issues at Forum

SCOTCH PLAINS – A forum for
voters to hear the positions of candidates
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
board will be held on Thursday, March 30
at 7:30 p.m. This event will be held in the
board meeting room in the district ad-
ministrative offices at Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street.

In Scotch Plains, the seven candidates
for three seats are: David Gorbunoff,
George Gowen, John Kubie, Linda
Nelson (incumbent), Julius Shapiro, Trip
Whitehouse (incumbent) and Betty Anne
Woerner (incumbent). Thomas Russo is
running unopposed for the one-year un-
expired term of former board member
Lance Porter. There are no seats up for
election in Fanwood this year.

The event, which will be moderated
by former Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion Council President Barbara
Cronenberger-Meyer, will begin with
a brief statement from each candidate.
The PTA Council and the High School
Junior Statesman Association will pose
questions. Ample time will be allo-
cated to the public to ask questions and
gain insights into the views of each
candidate.

As a reminder, the school board and
budget election will be held on Tues-
day, April 18 from 2 to 9 p.m. Informa-
tion on voting and applications for ab-
sentee ballots can be obtained from
www.spfk12.org. For more informa-
tion, contact Amy Carow, PTA Council
vice president, at (908) 889-4918.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Grabowski Named
To NJIT Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Stephen

Grabowski, a 2005 graduate of
Union Catholic Regional High
School in Scotch Plains, has been
named to the Dean’s List of New
Jersey Institute of Technology for
the fall 2005 semester. Stephen was
also inducted as a member of the
Phi Eta Sigma National Honor
Society. He is pursuing a major in
mechanical engineering. Stephen
is the son of Maria Grabowski and
the late Ken Grabowski.
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SR. JEFF BELL IS ONLY RETURNING VARSITY STARTER

New Raider Baseballers Look
To Execute ‘Small Ball’ Game

BOYS LOOKING TO REPEAT UCT TITLE, WIN SECTION

Blue Devil Net Boys Prepare
To Reach for a Higher Level

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshmen mixed well with upper-
classmen to earn the Westfield High
School (WHS) boys tennis team a 21-
7 record and the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) championship last
year. Three individuals have gradu-
ated from that championship team,
however an influx of very talented
freshmen, who have entered the mix,
have given the Blue Devils hopes of
reaching an even higher level.

“It’s the same scenario as last year,
only with fewer seniors,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach George Kapner.
“We lost Alec Wasserman, Andrew
Levy and Brian Kender. They brought
us back to the county championship.
We got to the sectional final. In my
opinion, they got this program to
where it had been on the New Jersey
map for decades.”

Senior Lee Bernstein, who along
with Kender took top honors at first
doubles in the UCT last year, has
been named team captain. Bernstein
and junior Jack Trimble, who along
with Levy won the UCT second
doubles title last year, will most likely

be first doubles teammates.
Sophomore Kevin Shallcross, as a

freshman, with his no-nonsense style,
won the UCT second singles title and
finished with a 19-3 record. Sopho-
more Ravi Netravali, last year, won
some key matches, placed second in
the UCT at third singles and finished
with a 19-6 record.

“We had an infusion of talent. Two
freshmen started last year, Kevin
Shallcross and Ravi Netravali. We

had Evan Eisenberg, very talented,
not even playing (varsity) and that
has happened again this year,” said
Kapner. “Kevin has yet to lose to
anybody.”

Three of the freshmen, James Chu,
Greg Luppescu and Dean Thompson,
look to be shoe-ins for a varsity slot.

“We have four of our starters back,
those three freshmen, Evan Eisenberg
and a sophomore who moved in from

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Exciting times are ahead for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
varsity baseball team. With only one
returning starter from last year’s
squad, the question is, how is this

squad, comprised primarily of last
year’s junior varsity team, going to
respond and what style of ball are

they going to play?
The answer to the first question

may be unknown but, according to
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock,
“This year the team is comprised of
singles hitters, singles and doubles,
and we have some speed so we can do

a little base running, a little stealing.
We are going to have to play a lot of
small ball.”

Centerfielder Jeff Bell, the only
remaining starter from last year, is
expected to be one of four seniors in
the Raiders’ lineup this season. Ten-
tatively, Bell is expected to be the
leadoff batter followed by senior
leftfielder Mike Rusin. Colin Weber

will play third base and
Chris Kolb may share
first base duties.

From last year’s JV
squad, juniors John
Mineo (first base), Greg
Bayard (shortstop) and
Dave Belford (right field)
are expected to be in the
pitching rotation along
with senior Josh Decker
and sophomore Brian
Dougher. Junior Adam
Perez will start at second
base and sophomore
James Dinizo will be be-
hind the plate.

Except for Bell, Rusin
and Weber, “the rest of
these guys all played JV.
James caught all of these
guys on JV’s and caught
all these guys over the
summer. We had a good
JV team. They lost to
Johnson, 4-3, in nine in-
nings in the (Union
County JV) semifinals
and Johnson won the
tournament. It’s a little
different makeup but I’m

pretty happy with the talent we have,”
said Baylock.
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RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
PRESENTS

Spring 2006 Mini Camp
at SP-F High School Fields, Scotch Plains

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS Boys’ Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 Time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

April 11-13 • 9:00am - 12:00pm

908-322-6102

Raider Summer Soccer Camps: July 10-14 • July 24-28

Raidercamp@comcast.net

Call for information and applications:

www.spfraidersoccer.com

 

Thinking of selling your home? 
CALL ME TODAY FOR A  

FREE MARKET CONSULTATION 
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                Raymond “Ray” Pardon 
               Sales Associate 

                     Residential, Commercial & Investment 

                   Properties – Sales & Rentals 

            Office: 908-322-4434 Ext 119 

           Cell: 908-370-7067 

             E-Mail: RGPNJ@comcast.net 
 

 

          

 ERA Suburb Realty Agency 
 1773 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, NJ  

SHAFFER, MACKAY, SIX BLUE DEVILS GET 20+ WINS

Blue Devil Wrestlers Turned
Program Around in 1 Year

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What a turnaround it has been for
the Westfield High School wrestling
team! At the end of the 2004-2005
season, the Blue Devils were winless
at 0-16 but this season they finished
13-7, claimed two District 11 cham-
pions, qualified seven for the Region
3 tournament and had one wrestler,
Andrew Shaffer, qualify for the trip
to Atlantic City where he advanced to
the Sweet-16 in his weight class.

“The first day of practice, we knew
it was going to be a different season.
The atmosphere was different. The
kids came in with a different attitude.
The kids hadn’t won a match but you
could tell there was a sense that we
were going to be good and, really, I
think that it came from all the work
the kids did over the summer. They
did not want to have another year like
last year. They certainly got what

they worked for,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz.

Their efforts also paid off in divi-
dends for coach Kurz who was named
Union County, District 11 and Cou-
rier News “Coach of the Year”.

“It’s nice to be recognized but, even
if I was the greatest coach in the
world, if I don’t have the kids who are
listening and responding and work-
ing hard, you’re not getting any award
for that,” commented Kurz.

Several fellows who responded very
well, seniors Andrew Shaffer (145-
lbs), Steve Cruikshank (215-lbs),
Colin Willard (171-lbs) and Matt
Kamel (130-lbs), and juniors Colin
MacKay (125-lbs) and Mark Boyd
(160-lbs), all finished with 20 or more
victories.

Shaffer placed third in the Union
County Tournament (UCT), second
in the district, third in Region 3 and
made it to the Sweet-16 by wrestling

three bouts in Atlantic City to finish
with a remarkable 30-7 record.

“He’s one of those kids who I will
remember throughout my career.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

FOR SALE BY OWNER

1782 Lamberts Mill Road, Scotch Plains

OPEN HOUSE: Sat. & Sun. 3/25 & 3/26 (12-4 pm)

LOADED WITH CHARM . . . Lovingly maintained,
this pristine Colonial Cape features 4 bedrooms, 2 full
baths, marble fireplace in living room, formal dining
room with French doors leading to deck, EIK, finished
basement, large private backyard overlooking golf course
and beautiful hardwood floors throughout.

www.house1782.com

$559,000

Please call (908) 928-9895

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

David B. Corbin (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY TOUGH BLUE DEVIL TO BEAT…Kevin Shallcross won the Union County Tournament second singles title last
year as a freshman. This season, Shallcross easily appears to be the Blue Devils’ choice for the first singles position.

David B. Corbin (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO PLAY SMALL BALL…This year, the Raiders may be slapping singles, stealing
bases and bunting to muster up the runs.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the

nation.  These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest

standards of professionalism, integrity and service.

Frank D. Isoldi Kathryn SheaHye-Young Choi

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans

1-888-317-5416
We make home loans easy.

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark  of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Congratulations
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HELOCK, MURPHY LED GIRLS; MILLERS LED BOYS

Raider Girls, Boys Finished
Memorable Swim Seasons
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chanting of Number 1 seems to
have a nice ring to it in the ears of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls swim team since it won its sec-
ond straight NJSIAA Public B title
with an 88-82 upset victory over then
No. 4 ranked Haddonfield on Febru-
ary 26. Despite lacking in depth, the
Raider boys also had a memorable
season by advancing to the NJ Sec-
tion 2, Public B finals.

The Raider girls got off on a good
kick with a 92-78 victory over
Westfield in the season opener be-
fore a packed house on December 3
at the Westfield Y. Raiders Melissa
Helock and Jillian Murphy each won
two individual events and swam on
two winning relays. In true competi-
tive form, however, the Blue Devil
girls came back to edge the Raiders
for the Union County championship,
206-199.

The Raider girls responded with
continual improvement. Within a span
of five days, they annihilated Mont-
gomery, 118.5-51.5, for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Public B title and
beat Princeton, 95-75 in the Public B
semis before toppling Haddonfield.
Last year, the Raider girls won their

first NJSIAA crown with a 95-75
victory over Princeton. Under Head
Coach Jessica Hulnik, the girls have
won three sectional titles.

The Raider girls had a wealth of
talent but will graduate four seniors:
Christine Albanese Demair, Danielle
Koch, and captains Kate Kosenick
and Kristen Henkels, who was espe-
cially strong in the relay events.

However, plenty of power remains
with juniors Jillian Murphy, Brittany
Larkin and Jen Gaglioti, sophomores,
Melissa Helock, Mary Henkels, Becca
Fox, Erin Rossi and Kate Johnson,
and freshmen Allison Haggan and
Kim Rizzo, along with, “many others
who will have to step up and fill some
pretty big shoes,” according to coach
Hulnik.

Murphy was an “Iron Horse” who
would swim any event needed to help
the team and Helock, who had been
injured for a portion of the season,
made waves at the sectional and Pub-
lic B meets, especially in the 200 and
500 freestyle events.

Next year, “Our freestyle events
should still be very strong, both sprints
and distance, and we return all of the
top relay teams minus one swimmer.
It looks very good,” said Hulnik.

The Raider boys advanced to the

NJ, Section 2, Public B finals by
defeating Chatham, 91-79, in the
semifinals and defeating Caldwell,
95.5-74.5, in the quarterfinals.

Brothers Mike and Matt Miller
completed their season in style by
registering personal bests in their re-
spective events – Matt in the 200 and
500 freestyles and Mike in the 50 and
100 freestyles and the 100-butterfly.

“Everyone actually did very well
during the state tournament on or at
personal best times,” noted Hulnik.

Jon Kosenick, Mike Fragna and
Zach Peart swam very strong in the
backstroke. Jason Thompson ended
the season with a personal best in the
100-butterfly. Underclassmen An-
drew Haggan, Matt Plagge and Brian
Pesin swam well in the breaststroke.
Dan Nieto and Eric Walker did an
excellent job in the 100-butterfly and
David Reagal swam well in the dis-
tance freestyle.

The Raider boys graduate Mike
Fragna and Jason Thompson but
Hulnik expects to be strong in the
distance freestyle, butterfly and
breaststroke events next year.

As to expectations from upcoming
freshmen for next year, Hulnik said,
“I am hoping we get a few more
athletes to increase our depth.”

A strange looking man, wearing
clothes from another time, recently
appeared on the platform at the
Westfield train station. He talked with
a slightly British accent, and wore one
of those white powdered whigs that
were all the rage … in the 1790s. He
said his name was James (not Jim)
Madison, and that he had come to
Westfield because as one of the
country’s founding fathers, and the
man credited with creating the First
Amendment to the then-new Consti-
tution, he had heard that maybe things
had gotten a little out of control with
his creation.

“When I wrote that, among other
things, Congress shall make no law
abridging the freedom of speech, I
was just thinking that people should
have the right to express their opin-
ions, about religion, the government,
without worrying about being put in
prison,” he said, as his eyes looked out
toward Elm Street and the cars scurry-
ing along North Ave.

I didn’t know how exactly how to
tell him, but I told Mr. Madison that
there are a lot of people now, including
our current president, who use a literal
interpretation of those amendments
to, well, let’s just say to their own best
advantage. That maybe it could be
argued that rules written on Dec. 15,
1791 should maybe be adjusted to
better fit in the modern world.

Mr. Madison wasn’t sure what I
meant, and wanted me to explain it
more. What easier way to do that, to
show how freedom of speech is not
necessarily the great thing he envi-
sioned, then to take him to a computer,
and hook him into the latest on the
local town forum — www.nj.com/fo-
rums/westfield. It should bring back
memories for him, of people assem-
bling and discussing the various im-
portant items of the day, like religion
and taxes, things that really should
matter to people.

(Note: Any resemblance or similar-
ity between the names mentioned here
and anybody living or dead is strictly
coincidental. The screen names that
follow are strictly fictional. And any
conversations are purely fictional.)

95fw: Brewster can’t coach. When
he wins it’s because he has talent. And
he never helped anybody get into col-
lege.

Nlitened: How is he different than
any coach then? Did Vince Lombardi
win when he didn’t have talent? Was
Joe Torre anything great before he got
the Yankees job?

PMUCM: Brewster, Tranchina …
those guys never won anything.
They’re lazy and don’t wanna put in
the time that other coaches put in.

Ralcesoj: That’s right. We have the
talent. We just need the coaching, es-
pecially in football.

Nlitened: Were you guys out there
last summer, when there were 30 to 45
kids working out twice a day, all sum-
mer, with three or four coaches there
every day? I didn’t see you there. And
were you there on Sunday mornings
during the season, when the WHS
football coaches met at the Field House
at 8 to review films and start game-
planning the next week’s games? I
didn’t think so. You were probably
with the Cranford, Scotch Plains and
Linden coaches, sitting home and
watching NFL games.

(Mr. Madison wanted to know what
these people were arguing about, or
discussing, that was so important.
When told they were talking about 16-
and 17-year-old boys and girls, play-
ing sports, or rather games, in high
school, Mr. Madison slowly shook his
head and wondered, “Why would this
be so important to these people?” It
was a question with no answer.)

Sulejby: Brewster has never won
the big game. He only wins when he
has more talent, and he doesn’t do
anything to make that talent better.
Nobody likes him. Nobody wants to
play for him.

Nlitened: I guess that would explain
why his best player, maybe the best
player to ever play for WHS, moved
into town, so he could play for coach
Brewster. And don’t the seven county
titles his teams have won count? I
mean, that’s more than legendary
coaches like Union’s Gordon LeMatty
and Elizabeth’s Ray Korn have won,
combined even!

Jnc: Brewster only cares about him-
self, not his team. That and making
money. He runs a summer baseball
camp, and he even will stoop to keep-
ing the clock at basketball games, just
to make more money.

Nlitened: I bet that $15 a game he
gets for being the timer has helped put
his kids through college. And lots of
coaches in lots of sports run summer
camps. So what?

(At this point Mr. Madison won-
dered what was the problem with these
people talking to Nlitened, who seemed
the lone member of the forum without
a chip on his shoulder. “They seem
very bitter and very frustrated about
something. Perhaps they had a bad
childhood. Or maybe they’re a little
upset because they seem to think they
know more about these things than
people who are actually being paid to
know these things. But I’m not sure
your town wouldn’t be better off if
these people created their own forum
… maybe call it www.getalife.com or
something like that … and just spew
their venom somewhere the general
public would never have to see it. I’m
starting to wonder if my freedom of
speech idea was such a good idea.”)

Ralcesoj: There’s no reason, other
than Tranchina, we shouldn’t be good
in football. We have good PAL teams.
It’s the coaching that’s hurting us.

Nlitened: It’s a good thing this fo-
rum wasn’t around when Gary Kehler’s
last football team went 5-4 and his last
wrestling team went 8-8. Imagine how
you people would’ve taken him over
the coals. But it’s nothing new. I can
remember a guy who worked at the
post office nicknamed Joe Baseball,
and he never thought Nemo Koury
could coach a lick. Nemo Koury! And
there were locals who couldn’t stand
Kehler because his teams never passed
the football.

95fw: Well that’s 13-12 for Kehler’s
last two teams, and that’s just not good
enough. It probably was time for him
to retire. Same with Freeman. He was
good for a while in the ’40s, but when
they fired him, it was the right thing to
do. He was outta touch.

Nlitened: And whether these people
are good coaches, or not, or good
people, or not, is important to you
because … why exactly is it so impor-
tant to you?

Elgaebfw: Hey, dude, if you don’t
like what we have to say, don’t read it.
OK? Or start a new topic. OK? We can
say what we want. It’s our right. OK?
I mean, I’ve seen movies about people
who died fighting in world wars so
that me and ralcesoj and 95fw can
have the right to rip anybody we want,
any time we want.

(At this point, Mr. Madison clearly
was becoming uncomfortable with the
conversation. “This is not at all what I,
or we, intended back in 1791. Oh my.
This is horrible. Is this what happens
when you give people too many free-
doms.” I tried to explain to him about
our vice president recently shooting a
friend who he mistook for a deer or a
duck or something, and Mr. Madison
turned pale. “I always felt that ‘right to
bear arms’ was something that could
easily be taken out of context, but not by
anybody in a high governmental post.”
When I told him there were many other
things the current government was tak-
ing out of context, Mr. Madison said
maybe it was time for him to go back to
his own time. “Who are these computer
people, with the strange names,” he
wondered. I told him we would never
know that, because without that ano-
nymity, these people wouldn’t be as
bold and opinionated as they are. “Sad,
very sad what I’ve created,” was all he
would say.)

Sulejbw: Yeah. Amen to that brother
Elgaebfw. And if anybody says any-
thing to us, even if it’s intelligently
written and well-worded, we will come
on here and rip them a new you-know-
what. Right?

95fw: Yup. It’s our right. We can say
what we want. It’s in the Bill of Rights.

Ralcesoj: And, best of all, we don’t
have to have any factual proof. We can
just make stuff up and hide behind our
screen names. It’s way cool.

PMUCM: Yeah, whoever came up
with this forum idea was a genius. And
the freedom to say whatever we want,
whenever we want, about whomever
we want … it’s just great. What a great
person thought that one up. A true
visionary. We actually come across as
authorities, as knowledgeable about
what we’re saying. And the forum
gives us a way to find Fellow Think-
ers, who think the same as us.

Elgaebfw: Yeah, even when we
know, deep down, we know nothing.
This forum, and the freedom of speech
thing, make us real men. Screw Petix
and Tranchina and Brewster, throw in
Foley, and that guy who writes the
Devil’s Den too … screw ’em all.

(At this point Mr. Madison excused
himself. “I really do think I might have
done a bad thing. It seemed like a good
idea at the time. But now, after reading
all this drivel, I think maybe I might’ve
been wrong.” Quitely he walked out of
the room, and turned the corner, head-
ing into the night toward the train
station. It wasn’t 20 seconds later that
I heard a gunshot and raced outside to
see Mr. Madison slumped on the
ground. Since the vice president was
in town for a fund raiser, it was not
immediately known if the shot was
self-inflicted or if Mr. Madison had
been mistaken for a deer.)

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions or trivia ques-
tions at bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

Freedom of Speech:
The Newest ‘Extreme’ Sport

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 

www.KimHaley.com 
Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090 

CHARMING COTTAGE ON PARK-LIKE 

PROPERTY BACKING TO THE GARDENS 

This enchanting Colonial exudes charm with its wisteria-swept front porch 
and classic details throughout. It offers spacious grounds, gracious formal 

rooms with custom moldings, kitchen with white cabinetry, cherry wood 

counters and new stainless steel appliances, living room with fireplace, two full 

bathrooms, hardwood floors and private Master bath.  Minutes to downtown 

Westfield and steps to Mountainside.                                 Offered for $749,900. 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

Resting amid a rolling lawn, towering trees, attractive plantings and a splendid  pond with water-
fall, this six bedroom Scotch Plains Colonial fuses relaxed settings with a sophisticated elegance. 
The heartwarming interior, blends traditional and modern details: hardwood floors, moldings, mar-
velous windows, rough-hewn paneling and skylights. A sparkling play of sunshine and idyllic fea-
tures craft a marvelous 2nd  floor office/play room, suited for any activity. Juxtaposed is an elegant 
living room,  formal dining room and sunny  family room. The fabulous eat-in kitchen offers almost 
every amenity.  A delightful master suite with new bath, 1st floor laundry and basement rec room 
enhance this alluring portrait.  Presented for$ 1,100,000. 
 

              For additional information or your private tour call…    
 

                        Lois E. Berger CRS, SRES 

                        Broker Associate 
                           (908) 233-6366, Direct Dial 
                           NJAR Circle of Excellence 1981 - 2005 

 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065 

Gracious Sun-filled Living 

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: suechecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Westfield . . . First floor living at it’s best! This custom three Bedroom, two Bath ranch boasts practicality and
charm. This embracing home features a Vermont slate Entrance Foyer, a spacious Living Room with picture
window and wood-burning fireplace, Dining Room with wainscoting, crown moulding and large French doors
overlooking the fenced-in manicured backyard with deck and paver patio. There is also an inviting Family
Room with knotty pine paneling and entrance to three-season porch and a sunny, updated eat-in Kitchen with
wainscoting and crown moulding. The lower level features a large Recreation Room, Laundry, Workshop and
abundant storage. Additional amenities include hardwood floors, central-air-conditioning and two car attached
garage, central sound speakers and more! WSF0044 Offered for $625,000

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, March 26th  1-4PM     779 Lamberts Mill Road
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GIANNACI, MINEO, GANO REGISTER 30+ VICTORIES

Raider Wrestlers Progressed
Very Well, Finished 16-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestlers were expected to do
quite well this season, and did, but
even more pleasing was the remark-
able development of the remainder of
the squad. Despite graduating six
varsity starters after the 2004-05 sea-
son, the Raiders reloaded, claimed

two Union County (UC) champs, four
District 11 champs, qualified 11 for
the Region 3 tournament, qualified
three for the trip to Atlantic City and
finished with a 16-10 record.

Senior Nick Giannaci (189-lbs) and
juniors Pat Mineo (140-lbs) and Sal
Gano (119-lbs) were good from the
onset, competed in the “Beast of the
East” and won their respective class
at the John Goles Tournament in De-
cember.

Giannaci continued and won the
UC title, the District 11 title and placed
third in the Region 3 tournament to
qualify for the trip to Atlantic City
and finish with a 32-6 record.

“It was his time this year. He had
challenging matches. To win at John
Goles was great. His work ethic was
amazing. He constantly goes and goes
and goes. To come back in the regions
to beat a kid who beat him was great!
At states, he said, ‘Coach, that was
fun. Do you really mind if I take a
look around and take it all in?’ He did
everything that we asked,” said Raider

head Coach John Scholz.
Mineo had another stellar season,

won his third district title and second
UC title, qualified for the state tour-
nament for the second time and fin-
ished with a 35-4 record to boost his
career record to 89-15. Unfortunately,
he was severely injured in the region
finals and was unable to compete in
the states.

“When it came down to consider-
ing who was really the best to make it
to states, Pat was the one. Pat was a
given. I never thought that he was
going to have the fracture in his arm,”
said Scholz.

Gano won his second district title,
qualified for Atlantic City and fin-
ished 33-7 to bring his career total to
75-27.

“He did it in style to place third in
the region. He wrestled his heart out.
I knew what kind of gamer he was
going to be, and he was,” commented
Scholz.

Junior Ricky Olsson (135-lbs)
placed second at Goles, second in the
district and finished 25-12. Sopho-
more Trevor Cannon (130-lbs) placed
second at districts and finished 18-15.

“Making it to the district finals
against (Colin) MacKay (Westfield)
was great for Trevor. Next year, he’s
going to be that much better. Olsson
goes out there. I’ve never really seen
him tired. He’s putting moves to-
gether. He’s making individuals know

who he is,” said Scholz.
In the first half of the season, junior

Dave DeNichilo (152-lbs) had a rough
start with the stiff competition but he
turned on the burners to place second
in the district, losing to three-time
state champ Darrion Caldwell from
Rahway. Junior Joe Bachi (160-lbs)
placed third in the district and fin-
ished 18-13.

“Dave put together a great cam-
paign, especially from counties. I can’t
wait till next year to see what he does.
Bachi had a tough time in the counties
but came back to place in the districts,”
said Scholz.

Senior heavyweight Joe Foote won
his first bout in the regions and fin-
ished 13-11. Gary Schardien (103-
lbs) finished 19-15. Sophomore heavy-
weight John Loomis finished 14-13
and senior Mike O’Neil (171-lbs) con-
tributed several key victories.

“Joe put together a fine season.
Gary ended up with a fine record and
Mike, a second-year wrestler, I was
impressed with what he put together
this year,” said Scholz.

Sophomore Keith Baker (215-lbs)
transformed from rookie to district
champion this season and finished
18-12.

“He never wrestled varsity. Being a
big kid, football mentality, he started
to realize how to wrestle. Once he put
the two together, he was a lethal
weapon,” said Scholz.

Freshman Mike Ferrara (112-lbs)
came onto the scene to place fifth in
the UCT, second in the district and
finish 22-13.

“Mike has a passion for wrestling.
He likes big time excitement. He likes
for the match to come down to him,”
stated Scholz.

Freshman Rob Desiato (135-lbs)
gained a ton of confidence in a bout
with Ross Soares of Roselle Park and
kept that confidence to place third in
the districts.

“That was his breakout match to let
me know that he was a gamer. He is
the hardest kid to wrestle because of
his hips. He knows how to get lever-
age,” Scholz said.

With the rapid improvement of the
team not just on the varsity level but
on the junior varsity level, the Raid-
ers look to make a run at the District
11 title next year.

“It’s going to be an amazing year
next year because these guys are go-
ing to be that much stronger, that
much wiser, that much more condi-
tioned,” said Scholz.

DOUGHER LED WITH 386 POINTS, BAYARD WITH 370

Raider Hoop Boys Complete
Competitive, 16-11, Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brian Dougher and Greg Bayard
mobilized the offense, Sean Young,
Rob Lewis and Darnell Dortch con-
trolled traffic under the glass as a
tenacious and highly energized Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys’
basketball team finished the season
with a respectable, 16-11, record. The
Raiders exercised team speed and
finesse to keep them in most of the
games.

“We had a good stretch this season
and ranked as high as number four in
the county. We went on to beat
Irvington and Elizabeth and that
clinched us as state tournament quali-
fiers,” said Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty. “We lost six of our games
against state champions, two against
Linden, two to Shabazz and two
games to Rahway. Our defense has
been fabulous, the kids hustled and
played hard in a strong conference so
I’m satisfied with that.”

The Raiders leveled Governor
Livingston, 73-38, in the first round
of the Union County tournament, then
dropped a 70-66 overtime decision to

Rahway in the quarterfinals on Feb-
ruary 17.

“Rahway was a big disappointing
loss for us. We knew going in that we
could play with them,” said Doherty.
“It was a great run and we came up
just a little shy in overtime when their
All-American Earl Clark took over in
the end. That game was a tough one to
lose since it would have placed us in
the final four. The team left every-
thing on the floor, there’s no doubting
that.”

The Raiders sapped the energy out
of Warren Hills, 51-32 in the opening
round of the New Jersey Section 2,
Group 3 tournament then fell to top-
seeded Colonia on February 28.

The Raiders relied on the shooting
skills of Dougher, a sophomore point
guard who virtually could score from
anywhere. He netted 386 points, (14.3
ppg) buried 52 three-pointers and was
the Raiders’ chief thief with 45 steals.
He averaged four assists and three
rebounds per game.

“He’s a terrific player and has the
potential to become one of the best in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood history,” said
Doherty.

Bayard, a junior guard, possessed a
great shooting vision and was second
in scoring with 370 points (13.7 ppg).
He was devastating from beyond the
circle and terrified his opponents with
59 three-pointers.

“He’s just an overall well-rounded
player who possesses pure natural
shooting abilities. I’m not afraid to
say he’s perhaps one of the best in the
county,” said Doherty. “He scored
seven three-pointers against
Shabazz.”

Senior guard Lewis, a defensive
specialist, basically ran the defense
for the Raiders. Lewis’s biggest game
came against Cranford when he buck-
eted 23 points.

“Lewis did everything that was
asked of him. He covered and de-
fended people 5’8” to 6’9”; it didn’t
matter. He did it consistently and
with outstanding results,” said
Doherty. “He was one of the hardest,
most unselfish and most energetic
players and presented himself as a
true team leader while not always
getting the credit that he deserved.
We’re really going to miss this fine

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTRIBUTING SOME KEY VICTORIES…Raider senior Mike O’Neil, top,
contributed several key victories at the 171-lb class.

Fred Lecomte (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY EFFECTIVE OFFENSIVE SKILLS…Raider junior guard Greg Bayard, No. 24, possessed a great shooting vision
and was second in scoring with 370 points. He was devastating from beyond the circle and terrified his opponents with 59
three-pointers.

WESTFIELD
Welcome to 1111 Wychwood Road located on a distinctive cul-de-sac bordering Echo Lake Golf Course.  This classic Center Entry
Colonial residence combines a gracious and elegant floor plan with impeccable custom upgrades and amenities.  A marble fireplace
with dentil moldings accents the sun-lit formal living room, which boasts an elegant Andersen bay window and French doors.  The
well-appointed formal dining room with dentil molding and Andersen Bay, invites dinner parties and family gatherings alike.  The sky-
lit kitchen (16 x 19) with center-island, abundant cabinetry, wet bar, desk and French door to deck, is sure to be a favorite.  A lovely
family room, four generous bedrooms, updated baths and recreation room complete this picture and add a sensibility for today’s
active lifestyle.  The timeless appeal of this treasure will forever welcome you home with pride.  (052000873)

Classic Colonial $1,175,000

Beautifully maintained home in the Meadowbrook section of Scotch Plains.  Grade level foyer with parquet floors
leads to the family room with sliders to the garden.  Elegant living room with crown moldings, formal dining room,
newer kitchen w/dinette area & thermo door to deck.  Four large bedrooms, two tiled baths & 2nd floor office.
Hardwood floors throughout, CAC, powder room and grade level laundry offer many amenities for the active family.
DIR: South Ave. to Hetfield rt on Shady Lane #2100 (052000837)

Open House: Sun. 3/26  12-4pmSCOTCH PLAINS $599,900

This sparkling, updated and expanded Cape Cod has four bedrooms, three baths and makes amazing use of space.
This home features an updated kitchen, two fireplaces and a completely finished recreation room in the basement.
From the two separate master suites with private baths upstairs and the enclosed rear porch with its own fireplace, to
the large, fenced-in yard, this house is ready for you to call home.  (052000843)

Expanded Cape CodSCOTCH PLAINS $629,900

WESTFIELD

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms,
formal living and dining rooms, family room with
fireplace, designer kitchen with granite
countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up
attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior
with masonry accents.  Call Ralph for more
information at: 908-591-6283.  (0520000589)

New Construction

$829,000

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano
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Raider Cagers Have
Competitive Year

New Raider Baseballers Look
To Execute ‘Small Ball’ Game
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Blue Devil Wrestlers Turned
Program Around in 1 Year
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Blue Devil Net Boys Prepare
To Reach for a Higher Level
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During the season and in the off-
season, he was our leader. He really
started wrestling as a freshman and
was below .500 on the JV’s. To go
from there to the top-16 in the state is
huge! You don’t have that kind of
jump without making the ultimate
commitment,” said Kurz.

Virtually off the radar screen at the
beginning of the season, MacKay
made some big blips by placing sec-
ond in the UCT, winning the district
125-lb crown and finishing 29-7.

“I knew coming into this year that
he was going to have a great season.
He’s another one who stepped it up in
the off-season. His losses were to
good kids. If he makes that kind of
jump, like he did from his sophomore

to junior year, he should be wrestling
in the state tournament next year,”
stated Kurz.

Boyd was having a so-so season,
but when he ripped a fine wrestler in
the Somerville match on February
11, a sense of enlightenment seemed
to saturate his psyche. From there
Boyd turned it on, avenged two ear-
lier-season losses to claim the 160-lb
District 11 title, wrestled positively
in the region tournament and finished
with a 20-13 record.

“Some of the kids who he beat
were good kids. He lost twice to Bachi,
he lost twice to Norville and he pinned
them both convincingly. We felt like
he was in the driver’s seat in both of
those matches. He has the tools to
have a great senior year,” said Kurz.

Cruikshank also turned on the burn-
ers at the right time to place second in
the district and finish with a 21-11
record.

“Steve really emerged as a leader.
Steve came through. As the season

went on, you could see his confidence
getting better and better,” said Kurz.

Kamel placed third in the district
for the second time and finished 20-
13. Willard, who qualified for the
regions twice in his career, finished
the season with a 20-10 record. Se-
nior heavyweight Zach Bullek came
through on several tough occasions
when the chips were down.

“Matt came into this program as a
ninth grader, inexperienced. By the
time he walked out of here, he was a
two-time region qualifier. That all
comes down to his commitment, his
work ethic,” commented Kurz.

Freshmen Sam Reichbach (119-
lbs) and John Barnes (112-lbs) both
placed third in the districts and fin-

ished with respective records of 14-
14 and 13-12.

“I saw the progress Sam made
throughout the summer and knew he
was going to be someone whom we
could depend. He and John Barnes
have the potential to be big time im-
pact players in this program,” said
Kurz.

Sophomores Matt Shaffer (135-lbs)
and Andy Castrorao (152-lbs) fin-
ished with respective records of 11-9
and 4-6 and freshman Nick DeFreitas
(103-lbs) finished 7-6.

“Matt is someone who is going to
duplicate the work that he put in last
summer. Castrorao showed glimpses
of being a great wrestler. He’s just
needs to put it together but, as he
matures, it will come. Nick, we ex-
pect, has a promising future here,”
said Kurz. “I can’t state enough to the
kids how much their success resulted
from the summer but they worked
hard in the practice room. I really
pushed them and they responded well.”

France. His name is Akis Evangelidis
who is good as the freshmen plus we
are still trying out a number of juniors
– Josh Wasserman, David Purdy, Keith
Rucinsky, John Ramalho and Adam
Kole. All of these players are in the
most competitive challenge matches

of my entire tenure,” expressed
Kapner. “It reminds me of the mid-
nineties when we had (Dan) Matro
and that whole crew but this is deeper
than that, younger and deeper. From
what I understand, it is more indica-
tive of the mid-eighties, the last time
Westfield won a Group 4 state cham-
pionship.”

So, with so much talent, who, along
with Shallcross, are on the inside lane
for winning varsity spots?

“Still in the mix for singles are two
of the three freshmen, Thompson and
Chu, Ravi and Evan Eisenberg. From
the results of the challenge matches
so far, those five appear to have a leg
up on everybody else, with Kevin in
the lead by far. We have been running
doubles drills and doubles sets. That’s
literally wide open but I will go out on
a limb and say Lee Bernstein and
Jack Trimble have more than an edge.
They are very, very likely to be two of
our four doubles players. They have
experience. They are both good at it.
Jack has gotten even taller, being
6’4” or 6’5” and a lefty is an enor-
mous advantage in doubles. There
are 14 solid kids out here,” said
Kapner.

With such depth and talent, the
tennis barometer appears to call for
fair weather.

“I think we turned the corner. What-
ever group of seven kids we put out
there, it’s going to be a stronger team
than last year even though it is signifi-
cantly younger. There’s no doubt win-
ning the conference and repeating as
county champions are two major goals
but we are already talking about step-
ping beyond that,” said Kapner. “No
boys tennis team has won the Group
4 state championship in my tenure.
That’s the ultimate goal!”

Last year, the Raiders had several
power hitters on the team and a vet-
eran pitching staff that was together
when the Raiders won the Union
County tournament in 2004.

“We really don’t have a number
one pitcher. We have three who could
all be number one. John Mineo, Greg
Bayard and Josh Decker, they are the
three main starters. Dave Belford and
Brian Dougher will be getting in-
nings in relief and getting some spot
starts here and there,” Baylock said.
“Fortunately, I coach the Legion team,
so I got to see them a lot last summer.
Mineo has a good fastball and he’s
coming along with his curve. Greg
Bayard’s got a really sharp curve ball.
Josh is a finesse pitcher. He mixes his
speeds up very well.”

With reference to team speed,
Baylock answered, “Mike Rusin and
Jeff Bell, in the outfield, can run a

little bit. Colin Weber and Adam Perez
can steal a base or two. There are not
too many guys through the lineup
who are really slow. I’m pretty confi-
dent with seven of eight guys, putting
the steal sign on at any given time.”

The tentative batting lineup may
be: 1. Bell, 2. Rusin, 3. Dinizo, 4.
Mineo, 5. Bayard, 6. senior John Cox
(DH), 7. Kolb, 8. Perez, 9. Weber.

“Last year we had some guys,
like Kevin Urban and John Maloney,
who could hit the ball out of the
park on any swing. This year, I have
only one or two guys who have the
potential to do that. Dinizo is prob-
ably the best hitter on the team,”
said Baylock who concluded. “Even
if some are seniors, they are very
young in my mind because they
haven’t played varsity baseball yet.
The quicker they mature, the better
we are going to be.”

GREAT ICE CAREER AT WHS…Salvatore Esposito amassed 133 total varsity
points – 70 goals, 63 assists (third highest in WHS history) – during his four-year
career as a Blue Devil ice hockey player. He was Assistant Captain and scoring
leader his junior year and Captain, scoring leader, and First Team All Conference
his senior year.

young man.”
Young, a talented all-around for-

ward, totaled 278 points (10.3 ppg),
had 58 assists and led the team in
rebounds with 224. His greatest as-
sets were rebounding and his ability
to block shots.

“He was a good unselfish and tal-
ented athlete that could and would do
anything you ask of him,” said
Doherty. “He did a little of every-
thing and is just a real great kid to
coach. Sean was spirited and had that
drive that every coach wants in a kid.
He will be a difficult void to replace.”

The graduating of five seniors in-
cluding DJ Garrett, Mike Bonacum
and Travis Morgan marks another
end of an era at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

“These young men provided the
intensity and a burst of energy that
will be difficult to replace. We are
returning our scorers next season but
it will be difficult to replace the en-
ergy these seniors brought to the
floor,” said Doherty. “We may not be
as quick but we’ll be bigger and as
always, we expect good things to
happen here at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.”

David B. Corbin (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LONG, SUCCESSFUL ROAD…Since his freshman season, Blue Devil Andrew
Shaffer, top, emerged from a .500 junior varsity wrestler to the top-16 in New
Jersey at the varsity level at 145-lbs.

David B. Corbin (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIKELY CANDIDATE FOR FIRST DOUBLES…Blue Devil senior Captain Lee
Bernstein appears to be a likely candidate for the first doubles position.

David B. Corbin (Past files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHIFTING FROM POWER BALL TO SMALL BALL…With few power hitters,
the Raiders need to make all their hits count this season.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

FANWOOD $529,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $1,475,000

WESTFIELD $489,900 WESTFIELD $1,525,000

WESTFIELD $879,900

WESTFIELD $595,000

Large property, 3 Bedroom, 2.5 bath home.  Numerous updates in-
clude new roof, windows, appliances, refinished floors.  Room for
expansion.  Close to town, train and LaGrande park.  A must see!

Get ready!  The long awaited and much appreciated “first preview”
of Primavera Estates at Mountainside is coming soon.  Breathtaking
spectacle awaits you as three amazing homes near completion.

Move right into this 7 room Custom home offering 3-4 Bedrooms, 2
full baths, Eat-In Kitchen, newer central air conditioning, gas heat,
roof, 200 amp electric on large fenced property with patio, garage
And much more.

An extraordinary new construction home with gourmet Kitchen,
Great Room, 2 fireplaces, 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 baths, Recreation Room,
large yard, wrap porch, backyard deck, paver patio and much more.

Just move right in!  Exquisite home!  Interior updated including
state-of-the-art Kitchen with stainless appliances, 2 new baths and
cherry hardwood floors, open floor plan, new siding, windows and
doors, fenced yard with large trex deck and koi pond.

Lush setting surrounds this spacious 4 Bedroom, 4 bath home.  Fabu-
lous Family Room with cathedral ceiling opens to a wonderful yard
with 2-tiered deck, Master Bedroom suite with luxury bath and
sliding glass door to deck.  Very close to commuter transportation.
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LEADING THE CHARGE OF MUDTURTLES…Ryan Anstatt, center, of the
Union County Men’s Rugby Team leads the charge in their match against
Bayonne Rugby in Bayonne on March 18. Union won 17-14 to improve to 2-0 in
the spring season.

VERY SUCCESSFUL SEASON…The Westfield High School girls JV basketball
team finished its season with a 15-5 record and made it to the Union County
quarterfinals. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Cyndil Matthews, Julia
Conroy, Jamie Wisniewski and Krissy Wendel; back row, Co-Captain Charlotte
O’Leary, Gabby Jakub, Keri Pringle, Co-Captain Tara Handza and Coach
Drzaszcz. Not pictured: Kim O’Donnell-Pickert.

WF 7th Hoopsters Capture
Bi-County League Crown

LEAGUE HOOPS CHAMPIONS…The Westfield seventh grade Travel A bas-
ketball team recently won the Bi-County League championship. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Joey Kacmarsky, Eric Schoenbach, Tim Younger and
Andrew Garfinkel; back row, Head Coach Tim Donovan, Timmy Donovan, Joe
Greenspan, Steven Forgash, Nick Matthews, Ryan Hess, Dan Kerr, Nick Boyle
and Coach David Hess. Not pictured was Ryan Murray.

The Westfield’s seventh grade boys
travel A basketball team won the Bi-
County League Regular Season
Championship, finishing the season
with a Bi-County record of 12-2.

After winning five straight games
since suffering an overtime loss in
January, the team had pulled into a
first place tie with rival, Scotch
Plains, with two games left to play.
Westfield then beat Scotch Plains
61-60 in a game that came down to
the final seconds.

Westfield trailed by one point with

15 seconds left after Sterling Gibbs
led a comeback for Scotch Plains.
Westfield worked the ball to Joey
Kacmarsky, who sank a long jumper
with six seconds left. Defenders Joe
Greenspan, Andrew Garfinkel,
Timmy Younger, Ryan Hess and
Steven Forgash prevented Scotch
Plains from getting a shot off before
the final buzzer sounded.

Forgash bucketed 16 points, most
from fourth-quarter assists from
Ryan Murray, who finished with five
points and five assists. Hess netted
nine of his 11 points in the second
half. Kacmarsky finished with 16
points, including four consecutive
3-pointers. Greenspan hit a clutch 3-
pointer and pulled down eight re-
bounds. Nick Matthews blocked two
shots and was strong on the boards.
Dan Kerr had four assists, while
Garfinkel, Younger and Eric
Schoenbach were stellar on defense.

Westfield still needed to beat Bask-
ing Ridge to secure the league title
and received a spark from Timmy
Donovan, who had returned to the
lineup after suffering a hand injury.
With 50 seconds remaining,
Westfield trailed by a point.

Kacmarsky nailed a 3-pointer. After
Ridge hit two free throws to tie, Hess
hit a sweet runner in the lane. Murray
then sealed the 54-50, victory by
sinking two free throws in the final
seconds.

Every player contributed. Against
Roselle, Matthews led with 12 points.
Against Cranford, Kacmarsky scored
14 points. Murray and Younger hit
12 apiece against Warren. Against
Hillside, Hess and Kacmarsky each
netted nine, but Nick Boyle’s five
points and hustle sparked Westfield

to victory. Against Union, Greenspan
exploded for 20.

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS…The fourth grade Westfield “Wildcats” recently
won the Clark Basketball Tournament that featured teams throughout central
New Jersey. After a 3-3 start to their season, the team has reeled off over 20
consecutive victories. Pictured, left to right, front row; are: Jack Douglas, Eric
Shor, Zack Birkenthal, Mark Luino, Matt Storks and Sanjay Sujan; middle row,
David Kane, Patrick Decker, Dylan Elliott, Brian Lessner, Jake Boyle and Evan
Garfinkel; back row, Coaches Tom Decker, Rick Elliott and Bill Kane

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS…Undefeated Team 1 pulled off a 39-37 victory to
capture the Westfield 6th grade boys In-Town Basketball League title on March
16 at Edison Intermediate School. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Evan
Friedman, Mike Mondon, Scott Sullivan and Rusty Browning; back row, An-
thony Valles, coach Jim Browning, Andrew Schwarz, Jacob Ziff, Dan Brotman,
Alec Garrity and coach Marc Schwarz. Not pictured: Eric Fennik.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

��������	���
Sales Associate 

NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2005 
�����
����������������������

600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 

���� very private cul-de-sac is the setting for this stunning residence,  custom 
built in 1997,  on nearly 3/4 acre of beautifully landscaped private grounds.   
Bursting with charm and exquisite craftsmanship, this very spacious and beau-
tifully appointed 9-room Center Hall Colonial  captivates immediately. There is 
a 1st floor study as well as a 2-story family room with wood-burning fireplace. 
The kitchen is a cook’s dream and the interior shines with comfortable ele-
gance and meticulous care.     Opportunities to own an exceptional home such 
as this in such an ideal Mountainside location are rare. Offered at $1,100,000. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

JUST LISTED
Scotch Plains Colonial

Fabulous both inside and out, this very special home situated on over an acre of property offers a
dream come true . . . Spacious and bright with every amenity, it feels good from the moment you
enter the two story foyer.  The feeling continues as you pass through the gracious living room and on
into the family room with its beautiful custom designed fireplace.  The family room opens to the large
kitchen with marble and granite accents and to the pentagon shaped conservatory that boasts a
tongue and groove volume ceiling.  Kitchen and family room overlook the amazing backyard with
pool, cabana, patio and 1000 sq. ft. Trex deck.  The first floor master suite has a wonderful marble
and granite bath and his and her walk-in closets.  A beautiful formal dining room and large laundry
room / gym (possible library) complete the first level.  Four bedrooms and two baths upstairs and a
terrific basement playroom with kitchen and powder room add to the home’s livability, convenience
and fun.  The welcoming ambiance and open space create a special place for entertaining family and
friends with style and comfort.  Offered at $1,149,500.  WSF0213

REVA BERGER
Broker / Sales Associate

DIRECT LINE: 301-2005
E mail: revaberger@aol.com

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OneOf  A Kind Colonial

     rand proportions and refined details are the hallmarks of this one of a kind colonial in

Westfield’s Indian Forest neighborhood.  Traditional formal rooms and a spectacular family room

addition.  Call John Wiley at (908) 812-3000.  $3,650,000

G
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HOOPS CHAMPIONS…Team 6, the Heat, defeated the Cavaliers, 40-25, and
finished with a 6-3 record to win the Scotch Plains Recreational League fifth/sixth
grade basketball championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Drew
Lapse, Ahmed Chanooju, Steven Garber, Zach Lisojo and David Levitt; back
row, Coach Jamie Tannenbaum, George Levitt, Guy Lenz, Nathan Clark, Mark
Prowe, Alex Tannenbaum, Allan Woodfield and Coach Rich Lisojo.

UNDEFEATED…The Mountainside sixth grade travel basketball team, led by
Coach John Amalfe, recently completed its season undefeated, with a record of 12-
0. The team will participate in the league playoffs. The team is comprised of 10,
fifth- and sixth-graders. Team members are Stephen Amalfe, Matt Doyle, Tyler
Endaz, Dylan Hain, Garrett Hain, Logan Kelley, Luke Mirabelli, Ryan Quinn,
Logan Turner, and Billy Worswick. Sponsored by the Mountainside Recreation
Department, the team plays in the Garden State Basketball League.

Surgent’s Elite Gymnasts Get
Second at NJ Championship

SURGENT’S LEVEL 6 GYMNASTICS…Pictured, left to right, bottom row;
are: Kevin Moran and Andrew Nolff; top row, Josh Friedman, Max Donahue,
Amiel Rivera and Sam Meyer.

The Level 6 boy’s gymnastic team
from Surgent’s Elite School of Gym-
nastics, coached by Amiel Rivera,
won second place at the New Jersey
Men’s Gymnastics State Champion-
ship held from March 11 to 12 at
David Brearley High School in
Kenilworth. In addition, four of the
boys qualified for the Regional Gym-
nastic Meet after outstanding perfor-
mances.

Josh Friedman, Sam Meyer, Kevin

Moran and Andrew Nolff will com-
pete with gymnasts from the entire
Northeast in the Regional meet that
will take place at Temple University
in Philadelphia, Pa on Saturday and
Sunday, April 22 and 23.

In the 9-10 age group, Meyer cap-
tured third and Moran got seventh all-
around with scores of 53.95 and 53.2,
respectively. Meyer also took second
on rings and pommel, third on high
bar and vault and 10th on parallel
bars. Moran took first on floor, sixth
on rings, ninth on parallel bars and
10th on pommel. Nolff took seventh
on pommel and eighth on vault. Fried-
man took fourth on vault.

In the 12 and over age group, Max
Donahue took seventh on vault and
parallel bars, eighth on pommel and
10th on floor and high bar.

SOCCER SEASON UNDERWAY...The Travel Division of the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Soccer Association opened its home season this past Sunday at the
Wardlaw Hartridge School. The division, featuring the association’s most accom-
plished players, rents field time at the Edison-based school due to a shortage of
full-sized soccer fields in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood communities. The SPFSA is
a non-profit, all-volunteer organization serving nearly 2,000 children, ages 4-17.
Pictured is action from the game between the U-14 SPF Rebels and Somerset Hills
Cyclones, won by the Rebels, 6-2.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield . . . Gracious center hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood. This 4 bedroom, 3 ½ bath home  offers an
elegant style of living with traditional appointments and unsurpassed improvements. The beautiful décor is enhanced
by newer baths, lrg. Kitchen w/ spacious FR addition. Amenities incl: new rec rm, 3 zn heat & CAC, 6 zn sprinkler
sys, paver-block drive & walkway, large patio & circulating koi pond. Walk to sch.  $1,250,000  WSF0925

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 2005 - 11 Years

Open House Sun. 3/26, 1-4pm • 37 Canterbury Lane

Sitting proudly among gracious homes on one of Westfield’s most notable avenues, this thoroughly charming Colonial embodies 
excellent craftsmanship, elegance and tranquility. The enchanting interior pleases the eye and warms the senses with hardwood 
floors, wainscoting, beautiful moldings and custom built-ins. Defining traditional colonial style, the living room and exquisite 
formal dining room radiate with a captivating ambiance. Setting a quiet mood, the sun-filled family room is steps from the eat-in 
kitchen, laundry room and delightful backyard. The cordial master bedroom boasts an updated bath and is accompanied by size-
able bedrooms. An endearing feature is the fourth bedroom; it’s own suite: with a full bath and private office. A rec room, ample 
closet space and a rambling yard enhance a home that is filled unparalleled beauty and grace.  Presented for $1,295,000. 
 

                        For additional information or your private  tour  call: 
 

                                    Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
                                    908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
                                    NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005 

 

 
                            Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West   908-233-0065 

Exquisite Craftsmanship, Elegance and Charm 

Westfield . . . Storybook Tudor in lovely and convenient neighbor-
hood.  4 bedrooms, full finished basement, central air, brand new
cherry and corian kitchen.  Family room off formal dining room
leading to deck.  Asking $749,900.

Westfield . . . Immaculate brick and clapboard colonial in one of
Westfield’s finest neighborhoods.  Three bedrooms including a master
bedroom with full bath, and a guest bath in the hallway comprise the
second floor.  Asking $799,000.

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: suechecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Westfield . . . Larger than it looks, this four Bedroom, two full Bath home boasts many wonderful
features. An airy floor plan offers Living Room with soaring ceiling and fireplace which opens to the
expanded Dining Room. The eat-in Kitchen offers plentiful cabinetry and sliding glass doors lead to the
private backyard. The first floor is completed by three bedrooms and full bath. The second floor hosts a
getaway Master Suite with cozy Sitting Room, updated full Bath and Bedroom with two walk-in closets. A
large Recreation room is located in the Basement, along with Laundry, Storage and Utilities. This wonderful
home is located within close proximity to Tamaques Park and schools. Offered for $589,900. WSF0122

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, March 26th  1-4PM     23 Tamaques Way

ANDREIA’S  CLEANING

Will clean Houses,
Apartments & Offices.

Have references
& 6 years experience.

(201) 998-5792
(201) 563-3947

SUMMER CHILDCARE $7/HR

Are you looking for Affordable,
Flexible Childcare? Try an
Au Pair! For more info, email your
name, address and phone to

lccbarbara@yahoo.com

AUTO FOR SALE

1999 VW Passat A/C, Pwr Win-
dows & Locks, 5 spd manual trans-
mission. Easy on gas, very reli-
able. Hate to sell but got new car.
$4,750 neg. Call (908) 928-0547

CAR FOR SALE

’94 Volvo Station Wagon
850 Turbo, 126,000 mls

Great condition! $6,000 OBO
Great for nanny.

(908) 654-1469 ask for Anne

LIFEGUARD

Full time summer lifeguard
positions available

Echo Lake Country Club
(908) 232-4141

DESK FOR SALE

Large, Oak
L-shaped 67"x 78"

Very Good Condition
$350.00 OBO

Call (908)-317-5940

DRIVER WANTED

Driver wanted with vehicle in
Westfield vicinity to help run

errands —$10/hour. Please call:
(908) 789-3108 in evening.

Retirees welcome.

Westfield Area House Needed
Minimum 3 bedroom house
rental for next 10 months

starting April 15th
Please call Judy
(908) 272-7483

or (908) 358-8316

HOUSE NEEDED
TO RENT

GARAGE SALE

Fri, 3/24, Sat, 3/25, Sun, 3/26
Noon-4pm, No early birds!

283 Ravenswood, Mtnsd.
(Rt 22W, R on Robin Hood, L on
Hawk Ridge, L on Ravenswood)
Furniture, HH, books, clothes, etc.

EASTER EMPLOYMENT

HoneyBaked Ham Co., Watchung
seeks sales clerks and food

prep people. Flex. hrs.
Ask for Clyde (908) 755-3524

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield- 1 MIN TO TRAIN
2BR/LR/DR/DEN/KIT/1Bath

cov parking/newly rennov/wash/
dry hkup/utl not inc. $1,800mo

(908)232-2647

GREAT OPPORTUNITY

High tech floor measuring service
seeks self-motivated people in
Westfield and surrounding areas.
Paid training and equipment
provided. Must have dependable
transportation and good
communication skills. Please call
Pete at (856) 875-0109.

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

DINING ROOM

Beautiful double pedestal hand
carved table, 8 chairs and

lighted Hutch/Buffet still in box.
List $4500 sell $2475.
Call (732) 259-6690

BED

Luxury plush King size
Top Brand Name mattress set

new in plastic w/warranty.
List $1500. sell $695

(732) 259-6690

MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top
New in plastic w/warranty.

Can deliver.
Sell $125

Call (732) 259-6690

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Also
needed:  copy editor. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:
edi tor@goleader .com .

BEDROOM SET

7 pcs., Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror, large chest and 2
nite stands. New still in box.
Value $4000. sell $1750

Call (732) 259-6690

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish woman is looking for
more homes to clean.
Very good experience

and references.
Tel. (732) 952-3451

HOT TUB / SPA

Never used, still in wrapper,
factory warranty, 6 person

w/lounger, loaded,
delivery available

Cost $8000 Sell $3895
Call (973) 902-8306

POOL TABLE

New, 8 feet, 1 inch slate,
accessories, solid wood, leather
pockets, delivery & set-up avail.

Cost $4,200 sell for $1,495
Call (973) 902-8306

CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance

repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !

~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com

SUMMER JOBS

Day camp counselor. No nights/
weekends. Group counselors,
lifeguards/WSI, instructors for
sports, crafts, music, nature,
outdoor skills. Warren Township
(Somerset County) NJ.

(908) 647-0664,
rvrbnd1@aol.com or apply at:

www.campriverbend.com

INTERIOR DECORATING

Spectacular & Affordable
Window Treatment
Interior Decorating

by professional designer.
Free consultation - Local references

(732) 726-0241

OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.

2400 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utlities, Internet,

Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

HOUSE CLEANING

Real Good Cleaning
Free Estimates, References
Call: Vera (973) 286-2938

FRIDAY DRIVER WANTED

Looking for someone with excel-
lent driving record to pick up kids
from school on Fridays starting
now. The school is 4 mins. from
house. Our nanny will go w/driver
everytime to asst. (732) 501-1723

LEGAL SECRETARY

Westfield law firm seeks full time
secretary. MS Office, excellent
comm. & org. skills a must.
Competitive salary and benefits
provided. Fax resume and salary
requirements to: (908) 232-7214

AFTER SCHOOL CARE NEEDED

After school care needed in my
Westfield home for our 12 year
old son in 7th grade. Must have
your own car. Perfect position for
High School Senior, College stu-
dent or retired person. Hours are
from 3:30 to 7 PM, 5 days a week
until the end of June. Please call
Peggy or Steve at (908) 317-9766.

SECRETARY WANTED

Westfield Law Office, Part-time
secretary needed with good
computer skills, outgoing
personality and experience in
family law. Fax resume & salary
requirements to (908) 789-2261

OFFICE/STUDIO FOR RENT

Westfield-Northside center of town,
Beautiful, Landmark Building. 800
sq ft, 6 windows, corner property,
Furnished, includes all utilities,
Available immediately, per diem or
monthly. (908) 301-0301

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Casey Woodruff,
Esq.; Bramnick, Rodriguez, Mitterhoff,
grabas & woodruff, LLC; 1827 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
alternate Municipal Public defender.

DURATION: Year 2006
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $250.00 per

court session for which said alternate
Municipal Public Defender must appear.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/23/06, The Times Fee: $18.36

GRAND OPENING
At Heather Glen in Scotch Plains, active adult homebuyers
will find spacious homes with smartly designed floorplans

that are a step up from other active adult communities.
These spacious homes of up to 2,843 square feet are

loaded with upscale standard features that include nine-foot
first floor ceilings, hardwood floors, granite countertops,

energy efficient Andersen® windows, sumptuous first floor
master suites and more.  Best of all you’ll live less than two

miles from downtown Westfield and train service to
Manhattan. Heather Glen is convenient to fine shops and

boutiques, gourmet restaurants, parks, golf courses, the Mall
at Short Hills, the Garden State Parkway and Route 22.
Nearer still are on-site amenities including a pool and
clubhouse, which is scheduled to open summer 2006.

Move up to the unmatched style, design and
elegance that make Heather Glen Union County’s 

premier active adult lifestyle community.

Single family homes from the low $600’s
Models open daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Call 908-301-9200
Directions: from GSP take exit 135 to Central Ave. in Clark. Left at
North Ave. to first right onto Elm. At 2nd light make left onto Dudley
to first right onto Prospect. Left onto Madison to end.

BROKER PARTICIPATION INVITEDNEW HOMES FROM:
Artist’s Rendering

Tom Bianco
New Construction and Antique Homes Specialist

Direct# 908-301-2037   Mobile# 908-256-2220

E-mail: TOMBIANCO@REALTOR.COM

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

NEW LISTING!      OPEN HOUSE: Sunday 3/26  1-4PM

Expect  the  Best!

Scotch Plains    CENTER HALL COLONIAL! $789,900
Gorgeous Custom Built Home!Features include:  Breathtaking 2 Story Foyer,   9 Foot Ceilings,   9 Large Rooms,

4 Large Bedrooms,   2 ½ Custom Tiled Baths,   Mudroom,   Fireplace,   Fabulous Trim Package w/Crown Moldings

and Chair-Rails,   Gourmet Kitchen w/Granite Tops and Custom Maple Cabinets,   Master Suite with; Tumbled

Porcelain Tiled Bath, Granite Tops,  Kohler Jacuzzi and Large Walk-in Closet,   Large 2nd Floor Laundry Room,

Select Red Oak Flooring,  2 Zone Heat/CAC,   Full Basement and a Lovely Rear Yard.  Located on a quiet tree-

lined street.  Dir: 2235 Elizabeth Ave between Hetfield and South Ave.  Owner/Builder is a NJ Lic’d R.E. Broker,

Don’t miss out – call TOM today for a private showing at 908-256-2220

Westfield Office     209 Central Avenue     908-233-5555

BY OWNER
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, March 26, 12:00 to 4:00PM
945 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

$895,000
Custom home within walking distance to Washington
School.  This lovingly maintained home includes an
inviting LR w/raised hearth gas fireplace, formal DR,
large sunny EIK, comfortable FR w/raised hearth brick
fireplace, 4 spacious bedrooms, 3.5 baths, hardwood
floors throughout and finished recreation room.
Wonderful storage.  Convenient to all NYC transportation
and charming downtown Westfield.  A Must See!

 (908) 233-0033  or  (908) 447-3825
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Looking for a new home? 
Tired of going to endless Open Houses? 

 

Let me do the footwork and the driving.  

All you have to do is sit back , relax  

and enjoy the scenery! 
  

 

Mary Ellen O’Boyle, Broker Associate  
(908) 233-5347, Direct Dial 
GUCAR President 2003—2004 

maryellen-oboyle@burgdorff.com 

 

 
 

                

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065 

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005

SPECTACULAR NEW CONSTRUCTION
OPEN HOUSE 3/26 1-4PM  20 and 25 PHEASANT LANE

Scotch Plains
$1,750,000

Country inspired center hall colonial by
NeedlePoint Homes on 1.5 acre w/ 5
Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths. 2-story entrance Foyer,
formal Dining Room, Living Room, and
Family room w/coffered ceiling. Gourmet eat-
in Kitchen w/island and top line appliances.
Fireplaces in Master Suite, Living Room and
Family Room. Wrap-around front porch with
copper roof and gazebo. First floor au pair
suite and attached 3-car garage. WSF0847

Scotch Plains
$2,350,000

Needlepoint Homes presents this majestic
colonial on 1.5 acres featuring 5 Bedrooms
and 5.1 Baths. Master Bedroom Suite w/his
and her walk-in closet, Bath and Sitting
Room. Each additional Bedroom has its own
private Bath and endless closet. Sunken
Family Room and Gourmet Eat-in Kitchen
w/attached octagonal Breakfast Room
overlooking terraced patio. Truly bucolic
location with sweeping front lawn and
wooded views. WSF0169

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

  

Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

~Air Conditioning            
~Alignment
~Batteries
~Brakes
~Computer Diagnostic
~Electrical
~Engine Repairs
~Lube & Oil Change
~Collision Repair

~Exhaust
~Cooling System
~Suspension
~Tires
~Towing 
~Transmission 
~Tune-Up
~Windshield Chip Repair
~Glass Replacement

Direct Billing To Insurance Companies, Warranty, GSA & National Fleets

ABS Drywall

• Sheet Rock

• Spackling

• Light Framing

• Drop Ceiling

• Metal Stud Framing

973-818-1366

“Big Enough to Cope,
Small Enough to Care”

(908) 418 2611
Free Estimates Fully Insured

908-249-2573

Interior & Exterior Painting

Wall Papering

Wood Staining

Power Washing

Competitive Pricing – 10% off any job
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

R O M A N
Home

Improvements

(732) 680-9626

All Types of Carpentry

Free Estimates     Fully Insured

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

SITTING
& WALKING

PET

Member

Pet Sitters International

908-217-1210
Bonded & Insured
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Scotch Plains 

908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com 

“The James Ward Mansion”
Catering Facility

Bereavement Luncheons

Memorial Services

Josie Ward - Gallagher: 908-413-0040 (Cell) or 908-389-0014
169 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Visit our website www.Jameswardmansion.com

Valerie O’Rourke Foley, 42, Active
In Church, Cub Scouts and PTA

Edna L. Budinscak

Louise Mingione, 84
Louise DeFrancesco Mingione, 84,

of Scotch Plains died on Tuesday,
March 14, at her home.

Born in Plainfield, she was a life-
long resident of Scotch Plains.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Alfred Mingione, in 2001.

Surviving are a daughter, Barbara
Brunhouse of Oldwick; a brother, Phillip
DeFrancesco of Scotch Plains; two grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.

Services took place on Sunday,
March 19, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Heart Association,
2550 US Highway 1, North
Brunswick, N.J. 08902-4301 or the
American Cancer Society, P.O. Box
815, Elizabeth, N.J. 07207.

March 23, 2006

William J. Crelin
William John Crelin of Venice, Fla.

died on Monday, March 13, in Venice.
Born on October 30, 1922, he came

to Florida from Westfield.
A graduate of Seton Hall Univer-

sity in South Orange, Bill was in the
retail sporting goods business.

He served in the United States Army Air
Corps during World War II as a navigator
bombardier with the 305th Bomb Group,
flying a total of 27 missions.

He was a member of the Venice
Yacht Club and the Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans.

Surviving are his wife of 58 years,
Edi Crelin; a son, Dr. William C. Crelin
of White Fish Bay, Wis.; two daugh-
ters, Patricia Layton of Westfield and
Barbara Nezleck of Rahway, and three
grandchildren, Kelli and Tommy
Layton and Alyssia Crelin.

No services are planned at this time.
The Farley Funeral Home of Venice,
Fla. is in charge of the arrangements.

Friends may visit anytime online at
www.farleyfuneralhome.com to sign
a guest register book and extend con-
dolences to the Crelin family.

March 23, 2006

Arthur H. Vail, 85, Bank Executive;
President of Several Organizations

Edna Budinscak, 81, Registered Nurse;
Was Navy Lieutenant in World War II

Arthur Herbert Vail, 85, of Westfield
died on Tuesday, March 14, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in New York City, he had
lived in Cranford for 20 years before
moving to Westfield 27 years ago.

Mr. Vail was employed for 35 years
with the National State Bank in
Springfield, retiring in 1986 as vice
president.

He graduated from  West Side High
School in Newark and the American
Institute of Banking in Elizabeth.

He was a sergeant in the United
States Army Air Corps in World War II.

Mr. Vail was a former president of
the Kiwanis Club of Springfield, past

president of the Salvation Army and
past president of the American Insti-
tute of Banking, both in Elizabeth.

He was a member of the Old Guard
of Westfield and the Fiddler’s Elbow
Country Club, a golfer and a volun-
teer with Overlook Hospital and the
Union County Corporate United Way.

Surviving are his wife of 57 years,
Ellie Lomp Vail; a daughter, Linda Vail;
a son, Art Vail, and three grandchildren.

A service was held on Friday, March
17, at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Entombment took place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

March 23, 2006

Edna Louise “Peggy” Budinscak
passed away on Sunday, March 12, at
her home in Point Pleasant Beach,
N.J. She was 81.

Born June 12, 1924 in Rocky Hill,
Conn., she was the
youngest of four children
of Guy and Minnie Russ.
She graduated from
Rocky Hill High School
and then earned her Reg-
istered Nurse degree.

Immediately upon
graduation from nursing
school, Edna served in
World War II as a lieu-
tenant in the United
States Navy, where she
met and married Frank
Budinscak, Jr. in 1947.

The Budinscaks lived in Manches-
ter, Conn., Scotch Plains, N.J.,
Moline, Ill. and Layton, Utah. After
the death of her husband in 1992,

Edna moved to Point Pleasant Beach,
which she dearly loved and consid-
ered her home.

She was a spirited and fiercely in-
dependent woman, full of life until

her last day. Edna will be
missed by everyone who
knew and loved her.

She is survived by her
three children, Guy
(Sue), Janet (Jerry) and
Barbara; six grandchil-
dren and one great-
grandchild.

As per her wishes, she
was buried next to her
husband. Funeral ser-
vices were held on Fri-
day, March 17, at Rose
Hill Memorial Park in

Rocky Hill, Conn.
Arrangements were by the Rose Hill

Funeral Home in Rocky Hill, Conn.
March 23, 2006

Valerie Ann O’Rourke Foley, 42, of
Neptune entered into eternal life on
Sunday, March 5, at Jersey Shore Medi-
cal Center in Neptune after a long and
courageous battle with ovarian cancer.

Raised in Westfield since the age of
nine, Valerie graduated from Westfield
High School in 1981. She may be
fondly remembered as the always-
smiling employee of the Jolly Trolley
restaurant in Westfield, where she
worked for several years before re-
ceiving her degree in marketing from
Brookdale College in Lincroft.

Valerie was a valued sales repre-
sentative for Adams Magnetics in
Eatontown before her illness. She was
an active member of the Holy Inno-
cents Roman Catholic Church in
Neptune; a member of the Shark River
Hills PTA; a Cub Scout den mother
and an awareness, fund-raising and
research advocate for cancer.

Surviving are her husband, Robert;
her son, Luke; her parents, Vivian and
Jack O’Rourke of Toms River; her
brother and sister-in-law, John and
Cindy O’Rourke of Monroe, Conn.;
her sisters and brothers-in-law,
Lorraine and Charles Parker of Wall
and Janice and Darren Setlow of
Yarmouth, Me.; her mother and fa-
ther-in-law, Catherine and Ronald

Foley and their children, formerly of
Clark and now residing in Florida,
and her 12 nephews and nieces.

Hundreds of Valerie’s beloved fam-
ily members and friends attended her
viewing and funeral services at the
Ely Funeral Home and Holy Inno-
cents Roman Catholic Church, both
in Neptune, on March 9 and 10.

Donations may be made in her  name
to Division of GYN-ONC Dept., Jer-
sey Shore Medical Center Foundation,
1945 Route 33, Neptune, N.J. 07753.

March 23, 2006

John Hovanec, 87, Bell Labs Retiree;
Was Knights Member and Bowler

Mary T. Curley, 95, Legal Secretary;
Worked at NYC and N.J. Law Firms

John J. Hovanec, 87, of Fanwood
died on Sunday, March 19, at the
Westfield Center-Genesis ElderCare
in Westfield.

Born in Bayonne, he had lived there
and then in North Carolina before
moving to Fanwood in 1965.

Mr. Hovanec had been employed with
Bell Labs for 45 years before retiring as
a group supervisor in the benefits de-
partment in Murray Hill in 1982.

He was a United States Army vet-

eran of World War II.
He received his Bachelor of Arts

degree in Philosophy in 1953 and his
Master of Business Administration
degree in 1956, both from Seton Hall
University in South Orange.

Mr. Hovanec was a member of the
Knights of Columbus in Scotch Plains
and bowled with the Murray Hill Mix
Men’s League at Strike and Spare
Lanes in Green Brook.

He was predeceased by his sister,
Katherine Lawaska, in 2003.

Surviving are his wife, Mary Baran
Hovanec; two daughters, Joan Westernik
and her husband, Ron, of Vienna, Va.
and Maryanne Polanco and her hus-
band, Tony, of Green Brook; two sons,
John Hovanec and his wife, Linda, of
Arvada, Colo. and Pete Hovanec and his
wife, Ying, of Shorewood, Wis., and
four grandchildren.

Funeral services will begin at 8:30
a.m. on Saturday, March 25, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass
will follow at 9:30 a.m. at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, 2032 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. Entombment
will be at Holy Cross Cemetery in
North Arlington.

Visitation will take place tomor-
row, Friday, March 24, from 2 to 4
and 7 to 9 p.m. at the funeral home.

In the spirit of the Lenten season,
the family has asked that in lieu of
flowers, donations be made to the
Fanwood Rescue Squad, 218 Forest
Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023 or to
Genesis ElderCare – Westfield Cen-
ter, 1515 Lamberts Mill Road,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

March 23, 2006

Mary T. Curley, 95, of Shrewsbury
died on Sunday, March 19, at her
home.

Born in Newark, she had lived there
until moving to Westfield in 1953.
She and her husband retired to
Shrewsbury in 1972.

An honors graduate of St. Vincent
Academy in Newark, Mrs. Curley
also graduated from the Packard
School of Business in New York City.

She had been a legal secretary at
various New York City and New
Jersey law firms until retiring at age
72 from the law firm of Beekman
and Porter of Red Bank.

She was predeceased in 2000 by
her husband of 69 years, Raymond
Larkin Curley.

Surviving are six daughters, Mary
Pat Hollenbach of Little Silver, Helen
Price of Scotch Plains, Margaret
Carleton of Cranbury, Kathleen
Biersack and Rita Stutzman of
Gulfport, Fla. and Jane Rosenberger
of Ventnor; a son, John Curley of
Summit; a sister, Helen Bradley of
Lebanon, Pa.; 27 grandchildren and
31 great-grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday,
March 22, at the Holy Cross Church
in Rumson. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the John E.
Day Funeral Home of Red Bank.

Memorial contributions may be
made to St. Vincent Academy, 228
W. Market Street, Newark, N.J.
07103 or the Shrewsbury First Aid
Squad, 115 Haddon Avenue,
Shrewsbury, N.J. 07702. Letters of
condolence may be sent via the
Internet to www.sidun.com.

March 23, 2006

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following:

LEASING OF SPACE: AT
SOUTHSIDE FIREHOUSE ON
NEW TOWER AND AT NEW
ADDITION

For lease of space for the installation of
wireless telecommunication equipment on
a new replacement municipal communi-
cations tower to be built by the Township
of Scotch Plains at the Scotch Plains
Southside Firehouse and for the lease of
interior and exterior space for related sup-
port facilities at 1910 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey. The lease will allow
for the location of wireless equipment on a
new 150-foot replacement communica-
tions monopole and the installation of re-
lated support facilities as detailed in the
Specifications and Contract documents.
Two locations are available: 120 feet and
110 feet. Highest Bidder is awarded the
location of its choice. Minimum Bid is
$21,800.00/year. An additional one time
charge of $5,100.00 will be charged to
each successful Bidder for two Change
Orders, annexed hereto. Any additional
ports required in the cell tower by Bidder
will be paid by the Bidder.

(Copies of the separate Specifications
and Bid Documents for the construction of
the communications monopole and build-
ing addition for which the Township
awarded bids separately from this one
may be obtained between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. daily, except
Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays, be-
ginning on at the offices of the Township
Engineer at 430 Park Avenue, Second
Floor, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.)

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(ATTN: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk)
until 10:30 a.m. on April 3, 2006. The
Township of Scotch Plains (hereinafter
“Township”) shall not be responsible for
any bid sent by mail which is lost in transit
or delivered late by the Postal Service or
other delivery service. At the above time,
the bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed
envelopes, clearly marked “Bid for LEAS-
ING OF SPACE AT SOUTHSIDE
FIREHOUSE ON NEW TOWER AND AT
NEW ADDITION.” No bid will be received
after the time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within sixty (60) days after the
date of the bid opening except if provided
for herein. The bid of any Bidder who
consents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between Bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-

vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the Bid Package. Specifications for this
lease may be examined at the Office of the
Township Building Department, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey during business hours, 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., beginning Friday, March
24, 2006, and purchased for a $25.00 non-
refundable fee.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed Bid Package must
accompany the bid proposal. Additionally,
a certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond issued by a responsible bank, trust
company or insurance company, payable
to the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the Bidder shall
execute said Contract. The Bid Security
shall be in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the total amount of the bid or Twenty-
Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00), which-
ever is lower. All Bid Security, except the
Bid Security of the three (3) apparent
lowest responsible Bidders shall, if re-
quested in writing, be returned after ten
(10) days from the opening of the bids
(Sundays and holidays excepted) and the
bids of such Bidders shall be considered
withdrawn.

The Township reserves the right to reject
any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid, which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch Plains,
will be in the best interest of the Township
all in accordance with the New Jersey
Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et
seq. In the event of an equal or tie bid, the
Township shall award the bid to the Bidder
which, in the Township’s sole discretion,
best serves the interest of the Township.
The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated. The se-
lected Bidder, will, within seven (7) days of
award of the bid, enter into an appropriate
contract with the Township.

All Bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to Discrimi-
nation in Connection with Certain Public
Contracts and Supplementing the ‘Law
Against Discrimination’ approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)), N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans with Disability Act.

All Bidders must comply with P.L. 2004,
c. 57 and be registered with the N.J. Divi-
sion of Revenue. All Bidders must enclose
a copy of said Business Registration Cer-
tificate with the bid.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as
per N.J.A.C. 34:11-56, 25 et seq.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Thomas Atkins Barbara Riepe
Municipal Manager Township Clerk
1 T - 3/23/06, The Times Fee: $116.79

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday, April
3, 2006, for the

“2006 IMPROVEMENT OF
HILLSIDE AVENUE IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

3,850 linear feet of Granite Block Curb-
ing

450 cubic yards of Roadway Excavation
1,000 square yards of Profile Milling
820 tons of 4 inch thick Bituminous Con-

crete Stabilized Base Course
8,400 square yards of 2 inch thick Bitu-

minous Concrete Surface Course
400 square feet of 6 inch thick Concrete

Aprons & Walk
1,370 square feet of 4 inch thick Con-

crete Walk
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms

furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00.  Each bid must
also be accompanied by a Surety Com-
pany Certificate stating that said Surety
company will provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collu-
sion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualifica-
tion Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimina-
tion (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates pro-
mulgated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $50.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advis-
able to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 3/23/06, The Leader Fee: $67.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
APRIL 6, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing to consider the following
appeals:

Pantaleao and Maria Rebimbas (con-
tinued) for a Use Variance in order to
permit the addition of a  detached two-car
garage at the property located at 2072
Mountain Avenue (Block 2701, Lot 07),
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-6.1a.3 whereby “no non-
conforming use may be expanded.”  The
two-family dwelling at the subject property
is a pre-existing non-conforming use.  The
proposed garage constitutes an expan-
sion of that use and requires a Use Vari-
ance.

Elizabethtown Water Company for an
appeal of the Zoning Officer’s decision
pursuant to NJSA 40:55D-70a in conjunc-
tion with the proposed subdivision of the
property located at 585 Jerusalem Road
(Block 4401, Lot 13), Scotch Plains.  In
the alternative, applicant is requesting
Minor Subdivision Approval and a Use
Variance from the following section of the
Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-6.1a3 whereby “no non-con-
forming use may be expanded.”  The pro-
posed subdivision of the subject lot into
two (2) lots decreases the size of the
property upon which cellular towers, a
non-conforming use, exist.  This consti-
tutes an expansion of that non-conforming
use.

Applicant is also requesting any and all
variances deemed to be necessary at the
time of hearing, including any and all other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/23/06, The Times Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Robert Pansulla,
Esq.; Gaccione, Pomaco & Malanga,
524 Union Avenue, Belleville, New Jer-
sey 07109

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
alternate Municipal Prosecutor.

DURATION: Year 2006
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $250.00 per

court session for which said alternate
Municipal Prosecutor must appear.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/23/06, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN that on April
6, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey the Scotch Plains Zoning
Board of Adjustment will hold a public
hearing to consider the following:

Elizabethtown Water Company (the
“Applicant”) is seeking minor subdivision
approval and an appeal of the Zoning
Officer’s determination pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70a that a subdivision of
property that had been previously been
granted a use variance constitutes an ex-
pansion of a non-conforming use requir-
ing an owner to seek “d” variance relief.

In the alternative, the Applicant will seek
minor subdivision approval and use vari-
ance approval to expand a non-conform-
ing use pursuant to N.J.S.A 40:55D-70d to
create a two lot subdivision on the property
located at 585 Jerusalem Road (Block
4401, Lot 13), Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
The Use Variance is sought from the fol-
lowing section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-6.1a3 whereby “non non-
conforming use may be expanded.” The
proposed subdivision of the subject lot into
two (2) lots decreases the size of the
property upon which cellular towers, a
non-conforming use, exist. The Zoning
Officer has determined that this consti-
tutes an expansion of that non-conforming
use.

Applicant is also requesting any vari-
ances and/or waivers deemed to be nec-
essary at the time of hearing.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

PITNEY HARDIN LLP
Attorneys for Applicant

1 T - 3/23/06, The Times Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
Wednesday April 5, 2006 in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the
following appeal for variance(s) from the
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Joann States, 1033 Columbus Av-
enue, Seeking permission to construct a
rear yard addition contrary to the require-
ments of Section 11.09E7 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum allowable rear yard setback of 35
feet. Proposed is 28.22 feet.

David & Debra Judd, 601 Leigh Drive,
Seeking permission to construct an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum front yard
setback of + 39.73 feet (50 feet to the
curb). Proposed is 20.73 feet.

Jeff & Noelle Koetje, 756 Clarence
Street, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires maximum lot
coverage of 20%. Proposed is 20.6%.

Richard & Grace Cetlin, 658 Tremont
Avenue, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum
front yard setback of 57.42 feet (E.F.Y.D.).
Proposed is 56 feet.

Desiree’ DeNourie, 1315 Central Av-
enue, Seeking permission to maintain a
side yard patio contrary to the require-
ments of Section 11.09E6 & 13.02.C1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum side yard setback of 10
feet. Proposed is + 7.5 feet. Ordinance
requires the deck location to be in the rear
yard. Proposed is in the side yard.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/23/06, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regu-
lar meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, March 14, 2006 the following ordi-
nance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO GRANT
AN EASEMENT IN A DEDI-
CATED RIGHT OF WAY
KNOWN AS JAMES COURT
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY TO MICHAEL A. AND
KIM D’ANNUNZIO, IN EX-
CHANGE FOR AN AGREE-
MENT BY THE GRANTEES OF
SAID EASEMENT TO RE-
PAVE JAMES COURT AT
GRANTEES’ OWN COST AND
EXPENSE

was adopted on second and final read-
ing as amended.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 3/23/06, The Times Fee: $24.48
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 ELM STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of Westfield, in the County of Union, New Jersey, that a public hearing for the proposed

budget for the 2006-2007 school year will be held on Tuesday, March 28, 2006, in the Board Room of the Administration Building, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 8:00 PM.

This budget is being presented prior to the County Superintendent approval and is based on the current year state aid pending the
Governor’s Budget Message and final release of 2006-2007 state aid. The budget will be revised, if necessary, following release of final
state aid at the public hearing.

The budget will be on file in the Office of the Secretary of the Board of Education, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey, for
examination by the public between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM each school day.

The School district has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State
Board of Education.  Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides is available for your local school district.

Robert Berman
Board Secretary

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2006-2007

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

OCTOBER 15, 2004 OCTOBER 15, 2005 OCTOBER 15, 2006
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY ACTUAL ACTUAL  ESTIMATED
  Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time 5,089 5,235 5317
  Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time 3 8 4
  Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time 779 762 770
  Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time 13 18 17
  Private School Placements 84 79 78
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog 31 26 24
  Pupils Received 1
  Pupils in State Facilities 2 2

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED REVENUES

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT ACTUAL REVISED ANTICIPATED
GENERAL FUND
  Budgeted Fund Balance - General Fund 10-303 1,879,593 1,829,354
Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 10-1210 62,501,165 65,331,148 68,227,778
  Tuition 10-1300 972
  Transportation Fees from Individuals 10-1410 7,610
  Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 670,722 355,500 544,748
        SUBTOTAL 63,180,469 65,686,648 68,772,526
Revenues from State Sources:
    Special Education Aid 10-3130 4,083,349 4,083,349 4,083,349
  Consolidated Aid 10-3195 347,405 347,405 347,405
  Additional Formula Aid 10-3196 132,923 132,923 132,923
  Other State Aids-Out of Cap 10-3XXX 729,344
        SUBTOTAL 5,293,021 4,563,677 4,563,677
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances 984,415
Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over)/Under Expnd 118,938
        TOTAL GENERAL FUND 68,592,428 73,114,333 75,165,557

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 108,786
Revenues from State Sources:
    Other Restricted Entitlements 20-32XX 292,337 292,256 292,256
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM STATE SOURCES 292,337 292,256 292,256
Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Title I 20-4411-4416 190,259 218,179 218,179
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 1,137,878 1,294,028 1,294,028
  Other 20-4XXX 129,238 141,504 141,504
       TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES 1,457,375 1,653,711 1,653,711
        TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 1,858,498 1,945,967 1,945,967

DEBT SERVICE
  Budgeted Fund Balance 40-303 19,436 81,554
  Transfers from Other Funds 40-5200 10,540
  Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 40-1210 1,939,965 2,084,490 1,992,911
  Miscellaneous 40-1XXX 71,014 38,137 48,000
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES 2,010,979 2,122,627 2,040,911
Revenues from State Sources:
Debt Service Aid Type II 40-3160 257,563 257,426 257,426
        TOTAL LOCAL DEBT SERVICE 2,279,082 2,399,489 2,379,891
Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over)/Under Expnd -17,696
        TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUND 2,261,386 2,399,489 2,379,891
        TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES 72,712,312 77,459,789 79,491,415

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP. APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
  Regular Programs - Instruction 11-1XX-100-XXX 25,373,510 25,589,709 26,318,482
  Special Education - Instruction 11-2XX-100-XXX 4,048,762 4,464,153 4,781,782
  Basic Skills/Remedial - Instruction 11-230-100-XXX 703,879 812,539 832,723
  Bilingual Education - Instruction 11-240-100-XXX 183,974 208,687 214,862
  School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities-Instruct 11-401-100-XXX 64,960 333,891 363,756
  School Sponsored Athletics - Instruction 11-402-100-XXX 898,990 946,865 981,996
Undistributed Expenditures:
  Instruction 11-000-100-XXX 5,241,293 5,520,985 5,370,259
  Attendance and Social Work Services 11-000-211-XXX 112,763 117,614 114,635
  Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 1,026,393 1,067,702 1,133,512
  Other Supp Serv - Stds - Related & Extraordinary 11-000-216,217 1,833,726 2,061,502 2,121,625
  Other Support Services - Students - Regular 11-000-218-XXX 1,739,027 1,871,440 1,776,159
  Other Support Services - Students - Special 11-000-219-XXX 1,150,793 1,257,887 1,220,907
  Improvement of Instructional Services 11-000-221-XXX 1,217,598 1,331,217 1,404,880
  Educational Media Services - School Library 11-000-222-XXX 1,201,146 1,313,616 1,303,658
  Instructional Staff Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 187,263 167,692 103,138
  Support Services - General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 1,265,718 1,488,220 1,482,361
  Support Services - School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 2,750,019 2,846,470 2,884,787
  Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology 11-000-25X-XXX 2,270,645 2,439,645 2,354,627
  Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 5,085,396 6,017,718 6,214,552
  Student Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 2,179,886 2,275,956 2,372,653
  Other Support Services 11-000-290-XXX 110,402
  Personal Services - Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 9,578,347 10,588,421 11,651,903
  Food Services 11-000-310-XXX 17,885 14,767 13,000
        Total Undistributed Expenditures 36,968,300 40,380,852 41,522,656
       TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE 68,242,375 72,736,696 75,016,257

CAPITAL OUTLAY
  Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-73X 114,343 33,919 11,800
  Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-4XX-XXX 235,710 343,718 137,500
        TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY 350,053 377,637 149,300
       GENERAL FUND GRAND TOTAL 68,592,428 73,114,333 75,165,557

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
  Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 108,786
Other State Projects:

  Nonpublic Textbooks 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 35,894 35,894
  Nonpublic Auxiliary Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 53,442 53,442
  Nonpublic Handicapped Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 137,568 137,568
  Nonpublic Nursing Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 42,472 42,472
  Nonpublic Technology Initiative 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 22,880 22,880
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 292,337
        Total State Projects 292,337 292,256 292,256
Federal Projects:
  Title I 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 190,259 218,179 218,179
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 1,137,878 1,294,028 1,294,028
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 129,238 141,504 141,504
         Total Federal Projects 1,457,375 1,653,711 1,653,711
        TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 1,858,498 1,945,967 1,945,967

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS
  Debt Service - Regular 40-701-510-XXX 2,261,386 2,399,489 2,379,894
        TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 2,261,386 2,399,489 2,379,894
        Total Expenditures/Appropriations 72,712,312 77,459,789 79,491,415

DEDUCT APPROPRIATIONS INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
  Local Contribution - Transfer to Special Revenue 11-1XX-100-930
  Capital Reserve - Transfer to Debt Service 12-000-400-933

TOTAL EXPENDITURES/APPROPRIATIONS
        NET OF TRANSFERS: 72,712,312 77,459,789 79,491,415

UNION  -  WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

                                Gen. Fund                         Gen. Fund
(Reserved) Gen. Fund (Reserved) Gen. Fund Gen. Fund Special

Capital (Reserved) Maintenance (Reserved) (Reserved)  Revenue
Budget General Fund Reserve Adult Ed. Reserve Legal Tuition Debt Cap. Res.

Category (Unreserved) Account Programs Acct. Reserves Reserve Service Acct. Totals
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-04
(Prior Budg) 2,392,171 229,521 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,621,692

Approp.
Balances
6-30-04

(from Audit) 4,746,078 868 0 0 0 0 83,294 0 4,830,240

Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-05
(Prior Budg) 2,083,482 229,521 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,313,003

Approp.
Balances
6-30-05

(from Audit) 3,964,371 869 0 0 687,174 0 100,990 0 4,653,404

Amount
Budgeted

during
FY 05-06 -1,879,593 0 0 0 0 0 -19,436 0 -1,899,029

Add. Bal. to
be Approp

during
FY 05-06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Add. Bal.
Anticipated

during
FY 05-06 600,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 600,000

Approp. Bal.
6-30-06 (est.)
before Trans. 2,584,778 869 0 0 687,174 0 81,554 0 3,354,375

Anti. Excess
GF Bal. Trans
during FY 05-06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Approp. Bal.
6-30-06 (est.)
after Transfer 2,584,778 869 0 0 687,174 0 81,554 0 3,354,375

Amount
Budgeted

in  FY 06-07 -1,142,180 0 0 0 -687,174 0 -81,554 0 -1,910,908

Appropriation
Balance

6/30/07 (est.) 1,442,598 869 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,443,467

UNION  -  WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2005-06 2005-06 2006-07
2003-04 2004-05 ORIGINAL REVISED PROPOSED
ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

Per Pupil Cost Calculations: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
  Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost 9,899 10,321 10,750 10,792 11,030
  Total Classroom Instruction 6,026 6,207 6,307 6,291 6,496
  Classroom-Salaries and Benefits 5,673 5,945 6,020 5,972 6,199
  Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks 205 203 214 235 219
  Classroom-Purchased Services and Other 148 59 73 84 78
  Total Support Services 1,628 1,695 1,785 1,808 1,818
  Support Services-Salaries and Benefits 1,454 1,509 1,588 1,576 1,617
  Total Administrative Costs 1,005 1,245 1,275 1,297 1,283
  Administration-Salaries and Benefits 771 892 912 905 917
  Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant 1,056 980 1,126 1,139 1,166
  Operations & Maintenance of Plant-
    Salary & Ben. 719 651 742 735 741
  Total Food Services Costs 2 3 2 2 2
  Total Extracurricular Costs 182 191 254 254 265
  Total Equipment Costs 26 19 3 6 2
  Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries 19.5 21.6 23.0 23.1 24.5

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the 2006 Comparative Spending Guide and can be found on the Department of Education's Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/
education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations
were performed using the 2005-06 revised appropriations and 2006-07 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget.
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ANNUAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects
Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the

district's Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and
improvements, and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, budget only the local share of the project and enter
an X in column 4. Do not include equipment. Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to Capital Projects fund (8326 and 8335).
If the project is a request to exceed an existing referendum (Under N.J.A.C. 6A: 26-4.4(a)3), enter an 'X' in column 5 and enter the funding
source for the request in column 6. Complete a detailed budget for each project.

Request to
Project Dollar Eligible Request to Funding Source

Description/Activity  Number Amount for Grant Referendum for Request
    Roosevelt School Roof / Parapet Repair WBOE 1 82,500
   Lincoln School Roof / Parapet Repair WBOE 2 55,000

        Total Amount: 137,500

1 T - 3/23/06, The Leader Fee: $633.42

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

FOR MINOR SUBDIVISION APPROVAL
TOWN OF WESTFIELD PLANNING BOARD

In compliance with the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, the land use ordinances
of the Town of Westfield, and the rules and regulations of the Town’s Planning Board,
NOTICE is hereby given that the Westfield Planning Board will conduct a PUBLIC
HEARING as follows:

1. Applicant: Mulligan Homes, LLC

2. Property: 117 Cedar Street and 125 Cedar Street
Westfield, New Jersey  07090
Block No. 4909, Lot Nos. 3 & 4

3. Zone: RS-6

4. Date of Hearing: Monday, April 3, 2006

5. Time of Hearing: 8:00 P.M.

6. Place of Hearing: Westfield Municipal Building
Council Chambers
425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

7. Application: Creating a 1 foot lot line adjustment by taking 1 foot from Lot 4,
adding 1 foot to Lot 3, then creating two 50 foot wide lots from Lot 3. The buildings and
structures on Lot 3 will be razed. The buildings and structures on Lot 4 are to remain and
two bulk variances are required for existing conditions on Lot 4.

8. Bulk Variances:

Ordinance Category Permitted Existing Proposed
Required

§11.09.E.5 Minimum Front Yard Variable Lot 4 - 25.75 feet Lot 4.01 - 25.75 feet
§11.09.E.6 Minimum Side Yard 10 feet Lot 4 - 4.63 feet Lot 4.01 - 4.63 feet

An Application dated January 9, 2006 was filed by the Applicant.
Variances, waivers or exceptions may be sought for certain site plan details which are

set forth on the Application and such other site plan details or relief as may be appropriate.
A copy of the application and documents are on file in the Administration Office of the

Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, and may be
inspected during normal business hours (8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.)  by all interested parties
at least 10 days prior to the hearing. In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities
Act, any person that might require special needs should be in contact with the Planning
Board office during normal business hours so that their needs may be addressed (visually
or hearing impaired, wheelchair bound, etc.)

LEIB, KRAUS, GRISPIN & ROTH
Attorneys for Applicant

1 T - 3/23/06, The Leader Fee: $75.48

‘Spring Fling’ Festival Set
For Sunday, April 23 in WF
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area Chamber of Commerce has an-
nounced that the 12th Spring Fling
Westfield festival will take place in
the downtown area on Sunday, April
23, 11a.m. until 5 p.m., rain or shine.

Spring Fling is the single largest
event that takes place in Westfield and
is recognized as one of the top regional
events. It attracts thousands of people
into Westfield throughout the day and
over 250 participants, including area
businesses, clubs and organizations,
food merchants and high quality arts
and craft vendors. The chamber en-
courages all area organizations to take
advantage of this marketing opportu-
nity and will work with participants to
develop an appealing exhibit. Applica-
tions are available at the Chamber’s
website at www.WestfieldChamber.com
– or by calling the chamber at (908) 233-
3021.

In addition, the chamber seeks vol-
unteers to help the event run smoothly.
Responsibilities could include assist-
ing at the chamber booth, monitoring
an event art project or helping with
the hospitality suite. Youth groups as
well as individuals are welcome to
volunteer. Hours of participation are
flexible.

In order to provide a safe environ-
ment for this popular family event,
the following streets will be closed to
vehicles from 6 a.m. until 7 p.m.

Prospect Street between North Av-
enue and Ferris Place; East Broad
Street between North Avenue and
Central Avenue; Elm Street between
North Avenue and the Elm Street
municipal lot and all of Quimby Street.

For further information, please call
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce at (908) 233-3021.

Community/Area News

‘Y’ to Feature Program
On Aging, Femininity
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

“Y” will feature a special presenta-
tion by Sandra Frank, CSA, on “Femi-
ninity and Aging” on Thursday, March
30, from 6 to 7 p.m. It will take place
at the “Y”’s Robert and Virginia Bauer
Family Branch, located at 422 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

This program will explore and an-
swer questions related to topics such
as femininity, perspectives and where
they come from, concerns and aging
gracefully.

There will be a buffet style dinner
beginning at 5:45 p.m. Ms. Frank will
present and facilitate from 6 to 7 p.m.
and conversation will continue over
dessert.  Admission for the presenta-
tion and dinner is $24. Pre-registration
is requested. For more details,  please
call Linda Christopher at (908) 233-
2700, extension no. 414, or e-mail
lchristopher@westfieldynj.org.

North Jersey Science Fair
This Weekend at Rutgers

NEW BRUNSWICK – More than
250 high school students are gearing
up for the 23rd North Jersey Regional
Science Fair (NJRSF), an annual com-
petition that in previous years has
produced winners of some of the top
high school science prizes in the na-
tion.

This year’s fair will be held tomor-
row and Saturday, March 24 and 25,
at Rutgers University, New
Brunswick campus in the College
Avenue Gym.

The NJRSF is the only way for
students from 10 North Jersey coun-
ties to gain entry to the Intel Interna-
tional Science and Engineering Fair
(ISEF). ISEF, the world’s largest pre-
college science fair, is administered
by Science Service. At ISEF, students
compete for over $3 million in awards
and scholarships.

The NJRSF will showcase the work
of students in Bergen, Essex,
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Morris,
Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union and
Warren Counties. The fair is designed
to motivate and reward students as
well as encourage those who are con-
sidering careers in science and tech-
nology. Students compete in several
categories including: behavioral and
social science, biochemistry, botany,
chemistry, computer science, earth
science, engineering, environmental
science, mathematics, medicine and
health, microbiology, physics, space
science and zoology.

Participants in the NJRSF may win
cash, books, scholarships and trips.
Last year, NJRSF awarded over

$30,000 in cash and prizes. The two
top winners in each division, along
with their advisors, will receive all-
expense-paid trips to ISEF in India-
napolis, Ind. Sunday through Satur-
day, May 7 to 13.

On Saturday, March 25, the public
is invited to attend key parts of the fair.
The public may view the exhibits from
1 to 6 p.m., and attend the awards
ceremony from 6:30 to 8 p.m. The
ISEF symposium, in which finalists
for the ISEF trip awards give 10-minute
presentations to a judging panel, is
also open to the public from 1 to 4 p.m.
No tickets or registration is required,
and there is no entrance fee.

For more information, including a
list of the science projects included in
this year’s competition, visit the
NJRSF website at njrsf.org

Fanscotian to Sponsor
Flea Market April 8

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
Fanscotian newspaper will sponsor
a flea market and collectible show
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday,
April 8.

The show will be held indoors and
outdoors from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
high school, located at 667 Westfield
Road (off North Avenue, East) in
Scotch Plains.

New merchandise, collectibles and
garage/tag sale items will be avail-
able. For additional information,
please call (201) 998-1144.

Legal Advertising
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DRAMATIC INTERPRETATION…Debi Thedinga, left, and Elisabeth Chiminec
watch a rehearsal for the Governor Livingston High School production of Anything Goes.
They will interpret the play for the deaf and hard of hearing.

Governor Livingston
Performs Anything Goes

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The Gov-
ernor Livingston Hilltop Players will
perform Cole Porter’s Anything Goes on
March 23 at 7:30 p.m. and March 24 and
25 at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday perfor-
mances will be interpreted for the deaf
and hard of hearing at the Governor
Livingston High School Auditorium,
175 Watchung Blvd., Berkeley Heights.

After 70 years, Anything Goes is still
unmistakable good fun. Written in the
age of midnight sailings, transatlantic
crossings, and shipboard romances,
Anything Goes preserves the jazzy tem-
pos of the 1930s in such Cole Porter
standards as “All Through the Night”
and “I Get A Kick Out of You.” In
addition, such rousing songs as “Any-
thing Goes,” “Let’s Step Out,” “Heaven
Hop” and “Blow, Gabriel Blow” still
have the power to get feet tapping.

Governor Livingston High School
takes the show one step further and
interpreting the show for the deaf and
hard of hearing community in an effort
to offer this classic to a wider audience.

Elisabeth Chiminec and Debora
Thedinga, who have been working on
the show since the beginning of Febru-
ary, will interpret this year’s play.
“Many people believe that interpret-
ing a performance is simply standing
up and repeating visually what is be-
ing said on stage but there is actually a
lot of work that goes into preparing for
a performance,” says Ms. Thedinga.

There is a cast of 36, and ever actor
need to be represented by two interpret-
ers. Also, it is not often a one-to-one
relationship between the written word
and the sign. What the interpreters have
to do is decide at any given moment in
the show how to represent the relation-
ship between characters, how to bring
across the mood of the scene and all the
time remaining as true to the script as is
possible.

Tickets are $10 and $6 for senior
citizens and groups of 10. Advanced
tickets are available by calling the box
office at (908) 665-0783 or by emailing
your request to boxoffice@bhpsnj.org.
Tune into Comcast channel 34 for
more information.

number.
Talented and popular co-producer

Laurie Wellman, although retired
from the SPFHS Music Department,
serves as the transitional link with
John Brzozowski, her former student.

Diane McGovern summed up the
show’s power in her “Few words from the
Director” in the program: “I only hope
that I have helped create an unforgettable
and enjoyable experience for them (the
students) and for the audience.”

Indeed, she has.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
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Edison Players Present
Once Upon A Mattress

WESTFIELD – The fairytale “Prin-
cess and the Pea” will come to life at
Edison Intermediate School in Westfield
as the popular musical Once Upon a
Mattress.

In this fairytale story, Winifred the Woe-
begone and several other young maidens
must pass a test to marry Prince Dauntless
the Drab. Queen Aggravain, the prince’s
mother, tests the maidens by putting a pea
under 20 mattresses.

The cast of the musical stars students
Dylan Simon as Prince Dauntless,
Catalina Gagliotti as Winifred, Amelia
Morabito as Queen Aggravain, Arella
Shavit as the wizard, Sarah Szollar as the
minstrel, Olivia Ryan as the jester, Nick
Shorrock as Sir Harry, Melissa Riegel as
Lady Larkin, Sam Crossland as King
Sexitmus, Carl Martone as the Nightin-
gale of Sammarkind, Heather Callahan
as Princess Number 12, Keith Hurtt as Sir

Studley and Drew Pecker as Sir Lace.
Other cast members include Richard

Barber, Nik Shargorodsky, Trent Gabriel,
Dan Bigelow, Sarah Spitz, Emma
Smelkinson, Maddie DeJohn, Rebecca
Bleich, Melissa DeCandia, Allegra, Larche,
Jen Cortese, Hannah Margolin, Angela
Newton, Samantha Waldman, Siya Bhatt,
Rosa Graziadei, Brianna Hurtt, Jessica
Margolies, Alexis Murphy, Katie Sullivan,
Kelsey Wilson, Danielle Marino, Sam
Cavanaugh, Kathleen O’Donnell-Pickert,
Tara Wyant and many more Edison stu-
dents.

The upbeat music and choreography,
colorful set and medieval-style costumes
are sure to please audiences. Once Upon A
Mattress show dates are Friday and Satur-
day, March 24 and 25 at 7:30 p.m. Ticket
prices are $7 before March 23 and $10
after March 23 and will be available in the
main office and at the door.

aged to survive and even thrive.
Rockn’ Joe Coffee House & Bistro in

Cranford, which offers a variety of
coffees, salads, sandwiches and des-
serts, is one. Daniel Korner, one of the
business managers, believes that coffee
“is one of the best ways to start off your
day – in moderation, of course.” The
franchise, soon to open in Westfield,
provides great customer service in a
“casual rock ‘n’ roll atmosphere.” Mr.
Korner boasts, “we know most of our
customers on a first-name basis.”

Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in Westfield
does not provide the casual coffee
house atmosphere, but they do roast
their own beans. While the roasting
facility is in Garwood, the Westfield
store sells 70 different varieties of
coffee from Africa, Indonesia and Latin

America. Owner Ahrre Maros believes
“it is very important that you can’t get
fresher coffee anywhere.” He also
boasts that he has “the best hot choco-
late in town,” with an influx of younger
customers swarming in after school
and on weekends. His business, which
started in Cranford in 1990, is cel-
ebrating its 16th anniversary.

Mr. Maros started his coffee career in
Summit with Uncommon Ground, a cof-
fee house that featured a variety of live
performances. Unable to compete with
the local Starbucks, the establishment
closed but the performances continue
with the, “Coffee With Conscience Se-
ries” in Springfield, Summit and Westfield.

Good coffee can still be found, you
just have to be “addicted” enough to
seek it out.

She cautioned that there is always go-
ing to be a slight risk of strangulation
when planting in that area.

“Planting isn’t always the best solu-
tion,” Ms. Colecchio said. “Instead of
trying to camouflage the stump, use it as
a stepping stone or plant stand to display
a shallow bowl of impatiens. Or turn it
into garden art and add a gazing ball.”

The others I spoke with discussed the
same option.

Mr. Sanguiliano added, “Usually in
this situation, we just cut the stump more
level and put a concrete planter of flowers
on top.”

Mr. Williams concurred. “As opposed
to hiding the stump, make it more of a
feature with a nice container of plants.”

Do you have a home or garden ques-
tion you’d like to see answered in this
column? Send your inquiries to
cstorms@goleader.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY

In accordance with the New Jersey Statutes relating hereto, Notice is hereby given that the Board of Education of the School District
of the Township of Scotch Plains and the Borough of Fanwood has prepared a tentative budget for the school year beginning July 1,
2006 and ending June 30, 2007, which is on file and open to inspections at the Secretary’s office in the Administration Offices, Cedar
Street and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

It should be observed that expenditures are shown under a GAAP format (Generally Accepted Accounting Principles) approved by
the New Jersey Department of Education. This format shows the School District’s tentative budget by general program rather than in
the line item structure, thus providing the reader with a better understanding of how the District plans to utilize community resources.

Public Hearing on said budget will be held at the Administration Offices, Cedar Street and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, at 7:00 p.m. on TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2006.

The tentative budget will be on file and open for examination from the date of this Notice until MARCH 28, 2006 between the hours
of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., prevailing time, on regular school days, in the Office of the Secretary, Administration Offices, Cedar Street
and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State
Board of Education. Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides is available from your local school district.

Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education

Scotch Plains, New Jersey
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Publication Date: March 23, 2006

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2006-2007

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

OCTOBER 15, 2004 OCTOBER 15, 2005 OCTOBER 15, 2006
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY ACTUAL ACTUAL  ESTIMATED
  Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time 4,450 4,592 4702
  Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time 9 16 16
  Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time 590 609 609
  Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time 12 10 10
  Private School Placements 53 62 62
  Pupils Sent to Other Districts-Reg Prog 2
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog 32 32 30
  Pupils Received 2
  Pupils in State Facilities 5 2

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED REVENUES

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT ACTUAL REVISED ANTICIPATED
GENERAL FUND
  Budgeted Fund Balance - General Fund 10-303 478,822 826,832
  Budg W/D from Cap Res-Excess Cost & Oth Cap Proj 10-309 400,000
Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 10-1210 55,338,242 58,662,794 62,140,004
  Tuition 10-1300 7,052
  Interest Earned on Capital Reserve Funds 10-1XXX 7,222
  Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 434,679 375,000 450,000
        SUBTOTAL 55,787,195 59,037,794 62,590,004
Revenues from State Sources:
  Transportation Aid 10-3120 715,918 715,918 715,918
  Special Education Aid 10-3130 2,936,944 2,936,944 2,936,944
  Bilingual Education 10-3140 28,086 28,086 28,086
  Consolidated Aid 10-3195 315,939 315,939
  Additional Formula Aid 10-3196 119,907 119,907
  Other State Aids-Out of Cap 10-3XXX 777,898
        SUBTOTAL 4,458,846 4,116,794 4,116,794
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances 806,058
Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over)/Under Expnd -1,036,127
        TOTAL GENERAL FUND 59,209,914 64,839,468 67,533,630

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 27,651
Revenues from State Sources:
  Distance Learning Network Aid - Pr Yr Carryover 20-3213 1

  Other Restricted Entitlements 20-32XX 521,436 266,083 266,083
       TOTAL REVENUES FROM STATE SOURCES 521,437 266,083 266,083
Revenues from Federal Sources:
   Title VI 20-4417-4418 12,646 12,646
   I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 1,195,901 1,048,000 1,048,000
  Other 20-4XXX 164,867 42,093 42,093
       TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES 1,360,768 1,102,739 1,102,739
        TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 1,909,856 1,368,822 1,368,822

DEBT SERVICE
  Budgeted Fund Balance 40-303 1
Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 40-1210 2,607,469 2,560,652 2,487,477
       TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES 2,607,469 2,560,652 2,487,477
       TOTAL LOCAL DEBT SERVICE 2,607,469 2,560,652 2,487,478
        Act (Excess) Deficiency of Rev (Over) / Under Expnd -1
       TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUND 2,607,468 2,560,652 2,487,478
       TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES 63,727,238 68,768,942 71,389,930

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP. APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
  Regular Programs - Instruction 11-1XX-100-XXX 19,428,818 20,109,963 21,568,623
  Special Education - Instruction 11-2XX-100-XXX 4,388,422 4,035,825 4,676,125
  Basic Skills/Remedial - Instruction 11-230-100-XXX 631,011 683,092 741,335
  Bilingual Education - Instruction 11-240-100-XXX 67,484 71,042 74,209
  School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities-Instruct 11-401-100-XXX 327,874 312,504 325,251
  School Sponsored Athletics - Instruction 11-402-100-XXX 803,570 840,558 861,997
  Community Services Programs/Operations 11-800-330-XXX 123,971 80,875 70,282
Undistributed Expenditures:
  Instruction 11-000-100-XXX 3,666,547 4,299,256 4,627,041
  Attendance and Social Work Services 11-000-211-XXX 84,215 89,579 91,891
  Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 635,040 687,497 739,840
  Other Supp Serv - Stds - Related & Extraordinary 11-000-216,217 1,022,810 1,639,727 1,776,578
  Other Support Services - Students - Regular 11-000-218-XXX 1,370,950 1,332,579 1,365,222
  Other Support Services - Students - Special 11-000-219-XXX 1,219,938 1,330,942 1,312,523
  Improvement of Instructional Services 11-000-221-XXX 720,552 849,854 870,060
  Educational Media Services - School Library 11-000-222-XXX 779,698 852,128 812,533
  Instructional Staff Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 995,483 1,227,416 1,254,293
  Support Services - General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 1,998,304 895,596 948,850
  Support Services - School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 2,313,554 2,498,262 2,510,088
  Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology 11-000-25X-XXX 1,417,592 1,475,884
  Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 5,780,352 6,004,768 6,512,957
  Student Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 2,325,172 2,485,995 2,694,492
  Personal Services - Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 9,729,356 11,092,212 10,896,588
          Total Undistributed Expenditures 32,641,971 36,703,403 37,888,840
       TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE 58,413,121 62,837,262 66,206,662

CAPITAL OUTLAY
  Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-73X 159,051 184,426 142,568
  Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-4XX-XXX 637,742 1,417,780 1,184,400
  Capital Reserve-Transfer to Capital Projects 12-000-4XX-931 400,000
        TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY 796,793 2,002,206 1,326,968
        GENERAL FUND GRAND TOTAL 59,209,914 64,839,468 67,533,630

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
  Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 27,651

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Distance Learning Network Aid:
  Support Services 20-213-200-XXX 1
        TOTAL DISTANCE LEARNING NETWORK AID 1
Other State Projects:
  Nonpublic Textbooks 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 65,282 69,590 69,590
  Nonpublic Auxiliary Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 135,503
  Nonpublic Handicapped Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 106,900 134,735 134,735
  Nonpublic Nursing Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 79,522 61,758 61,758
  Nonpublic Technology Initiative 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 42,494
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 91,735
        Total State Projects 521,437 266,083 266,083
Federal Projects:
  Title VI 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 12,646 12,646
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 1,195,901 1,048,000 1,048,000
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 164,867 42,093 42,093
        Total Federal Projects 1,360,768 1,102,739 1,102,739
       TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 1,909,856 1,368,822 1,368,822

DEBT SERVICE FUNDS
  Debt Service - Regular 40-701-510-XXX 2,607,468 2,560,652 2,487,478
        TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 2,607,468 2,560,652 2,487,478
        Total Expenditures/Appropriations 63,727,238 68,768,942 71,389,930

DEDUCT APPROPRIATIONS INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
  Local Contribution - Transfer to Special Revenue 11-1XX-100-930
  Capital Reserve - Transfer to Debt Service 12-000-400-933
TOTAL EXPENDITURES/APPROPRIATIONS NET OF TRANSFERS 63,727,238 68,768,942 71,389,930

UNION  -  SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

Gen. Fund Gen. Fund
(Reserved) Gen. Fund (Reserved) Gen. Fund Gen. Fund Special

Capital (Reserved) Maintenance (Reserved) (Reserved)  Revenue
Budget General Fund Reserve Adult Ed. Reserve Legal Tuition Debt Cap. Res.

Category (Unreserved) Account Programs Acct. Reserves Reserve Service Acct. Totals
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-04
(Prior Budg) 995,757 400,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,395,757

Approp.
Balances
6-30-04

(from Audit) 2,023,669 400,225 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,423,894

Est. Approp.
Bal. 6-30-05
(Prior Budg) 1,221,372 400,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,621,372

Approp.
Balances
6-30-05

(from Audit) 1,986,345 407,447 0 0 599,977 0 1 0 2,993,770

Amount
Budgeted

during
FY 05-06 -478,822 -400,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 -878,822

Add. Bal. to
be Approp

during
FY 05-06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Add. Bal.
Anticipated

during
FY 05-06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Approp. Bal.
6-30-06 (est.)
before Trans. 1,507,523 7,447 0 0 599,977 0 1 0 2,114,948

Anti. Excess
GF Bal. Trans
during FY 05-06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Approp. Bal.
6-30-06 (est.)
after Transfer 1,507,523 7,447 0 0 599,977 0 1 0 2,114,948

Amount
Budgeted

in  FY 06-07 -226,855 0 0 0 -599,977 0 -1 0 -826,833

Appropriation
Balance

6/30/07 (est.) 1,280,668 7,447 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,288,115

UNION  -  SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2005-06 2005-06 2006-07
2003-04 2004-05 ORIGINAL REVISED PROPOSED
ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

Per Pupil Cost Calculations: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
  Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost 9,840 10,345 11,001 10,749 11,060
  Total Classroom Instruction 5,761 6,049 6,417 6,070 6,352
  Classroom-Salaries and Benefits 5,529 5,835 6,156 5,812 6,079
  Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks 194 182 215 213 217
  Classroom-Purchased Services and Other 37 33 46 44 55
  Total Support Services 1,651 1,641 1,799 1,908 1,885
  Support Services-Salaries and Benefits 1,444 1,414 1,557 1,671 1,634
  Total Administrative Costs 928 1,028 1,134 1,125 1,115
  Administration-Salaries and Benefits 755 857 921 912 901
  Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant 1,216 1,313 1,343 1,339 1,408
  Operations & Maintenance of Plant-
    Salary & Ben. 739 830 873 842 885
  Total Food Services Costs 0 0
  Total Extracurricular Costs 243 266 273 270 268
  Total Equipment Costs 13 31 20 35 27
  Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries 23.4 26.2 27.0 28.7 26.4

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the 2006 Comparative Spending Guide and can be found on the Department of Education’s Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/
education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations
were performed using the 2005-06 revised appropriations and 2006-07 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget.
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ANNUAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects
Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the

district's Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and
improvements, and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, budget only the local share of the project and enter
an X in column 4. Do not include equipment. Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to Capital Projects fund (8326 and 8335).
If the project is a request to exceed and existing referendum (Under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-4.4(a)3), enter an ‘X’ in column 5 and enter the
funding source for the request in column 6. Complete a detailed budget for each project.

Request to
Project Dollar Eligible Exceed Funding Source

Description/Activity Number Amount for Grant Referendum for Request
   Mc Ginn rear walkway 35,000
   HS and other roof repairs 264,400
   Brunner Paving 125,000
   HS Locker Room 100,000
   Lease Purchase 585,000
   Professional Services 75,000

        Total Amount: 1,184,400
1 T - 3/23/06, The Times Fee: $660.96
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Dunn Gallery Acquires
WF Oil Painters’ Work

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The work of three
new artists graces the walls of Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery in Westfield. Gallery
owner Jacie Civins has recently ac-
quired the work of oil painters Tim
Carr, C.M. Cooper and Pamela
Bledsoe.

All three artists are from the United
States. Mr. Carr, from Georgia, is a
graduate of Southern Illinois Univer-
sity. A full-time painter who lives on
an Athens, Ga. farm, he has previ-
ously worked as an art director for
Hallmark Cards and the Gannett Co.,
among other corporations.

His artistic focus is nature, espe-
cially water, and his painting depicts

marshes, mountain water and the sea.
Mr. Carr believes that his love of the
natural world stems, in part, from his
being part Cherokee.

Ms. Cooper, who can be consid-
ered a contemporary figurative im-
pressionist, has been named by

“Southwest Art” as an up and coming
artist. In 2002, she received the Cali-
fornia Art Club’s Director’s Award.

She mainly paints women- danc-
ers, women at rest and women at
work. She often paints alla prima, or
in one sitting.

The artist is a graduate of
Pasadena’s Art Center of Design, and
Los Angeles’ Associates in Art, and
has studied at Ecole des Beaux Arts
in Paris.

Like Mr. Carr, Ms. Bledsoe’s work
revolves around natural themes, and
living along the intracoastal water-
way of South Carolina influences
her work. She features sunsets, beach
scenes and flowers in her painting,
and her colors are vibrant and bold.
Ms. Bledsoe’s style has been referred
to as impressionist, reminiscent of
Monet.

Over the past few years, Mrs.
Civins, who is the late Evalyn Dunn’s
daughter, and her husband, Arnie,
have used their vacations to seek out
new and up-and-coming artists to
feature in Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery.

Their visits to galleries both here
and abroad, have resulted in an eclec-
tic mixture of artwork from many
countries and cultures at Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery.

Often, but not always, the couple
has the interests of a particular col-
lector in mind when selecting new
artists to bring to Westfield.

“I know my clientele,” said Mrs.
Civins. “Wherever I go, I am looking
for art. It gives my husband and me a
nice focus for our trips.”

In addition to oil paintings, Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery features etchings,
drawings, photographs, lithographs,
sculpture and other types of artwork
in a variety of genres.

Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery also offers
custom and conservation framing.

To see the work of Mr. Carr, Ms.
Cooper and Ms. Bledsoe, visit Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery at 549 South Av-
enue, Westfield. Call (908) 232-0412
for their hours.

Ben Solomon for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK ON BROADWAY…Sarah Marable of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s production of 42nd Street plays Peggy Sawyer in a scene where the
company is swaying her to come back to Broadway. The show opened this Friday
and will be performed this coming Thursday, Friday and Saturday.

Reflections on Olympic
Pride In Overlooked Torino

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TORINO – Before winning the bid
for the 2006 Winter Olympics, Torino
was one of the most overlooked cities
in Italy. I honestly didn’t know much
about it before embarking on my trip
last month. I imagined a desolate city
with a few Olympic venues and not
much else, but I was proven wrong the
minute I stepped out of the car.

The city, which was an hour’s drive
from where I was staying with my
family, has buildings which are a mix
of modern and traditional. Beautiful
white clock towers
are just minutes from
Fiat factories. Piaz-
zas, which are
c o b b l e - s t o n e d
squares, are scat-
tered throughout
Torino. The most fre-
quently mentioned
last month was pi-
azza Castello, which
was home to the
medals ceremony
and the daily taping
of the “Today Show.”

My first day was spent outside of
Torino. We started in Sestrierre, a
small town nestled in the Alps. I had a
chance to walk around one of the
Olympic Villages, where a big-screen
television was set up outdoors so spec-
tators and athletes could watch the
events that they didn’t have tickets to
attend. My mother and I did a little
shopping and were able to watch the
Super-G event from a café on the main
street while the rest of my family
trekked through the snow to the venue.

That night we traveled to Pragelato,
an even smaller town in the Alps, to see
a ski-jumping event. After the event, the
spectators traveled through the town’s
narrow streets to get to the busses that
shuttled us up to the Alps from the
parking area. The “town” consisted of
white tents filled with fresh meats,
cheeses and knick-knacks. A local
marching band led the procession of
spectators from the venue to the busses,
which was extremely entertaining and
also prevented anyone from getting lost.

The events that took place in Torino
drew in bigger crowds and more tour-

ists who did not have tickets to the
events. I was able to see both a Canada
and a U.S.A. hockey game, which
was packed with cheering fans. An-
other popular event I attended was
the Women’s Short Program Figure
Skating, where silver medalist Sasha
Cohen skated a nearly flawless per-
formance.

While one was not watching the
events, the city of Torino offered tons
of other activities. The streets are
lined with tiny shops and cafes, which
served Torino’s signature chocolate-
and-coffee drink called bicerin. Find-

ing good food
isn’t difficult as
every block has
at least one res-
taurant, and ev-
ery restaurant in
the city seemed
to have deli-
cious food.

The tradi-
tional pizza
margherita is a
must when trav-
eling to Italy;
even a Chinese

restaurant we ate at one evening
served it. Every evening, a concert
was held in piazza Castello. Artists
including “American Idol’s” Kelly
Clarkson and 80s pop legends Duran
Duran took the stage for a series of
free concerts.

What I enjoyed most about the Olym-
pics was the amount of pride each spec-
tator had for the athletes from their
country. Whether it was Austrians furi-
ously waving flags at a ski jumping
event or an excited Finnish man chant-
ing the name of his country for two
hours during a hockey game, every
person had a sense of pride and admira-
tion for the athletes competing from
their country. Everywhere you turned, a
child had his or her face painted or
someone was ringing a cowbell. Some
countries even recruited global fans.
Canada passed out Vancouver 2010
noisemakers to publicize their upcom-
ing Olympics.

After having such a great experi-
ence at these winter Olympics, I can’t
wait to see what will happen at the
Vancouver games in 2010.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Celebrate the diversity of film at
the New Jersey Film Festival at
Rutgers University in New
Brunswick. Lasting through April,
the line-up includes foreign language
films, experimental shorts, documen-
taries, restored classics, and works in
digital video. Admission is generally
less than a seat at your local movie
theater, and the selection is incompa-
rable. The complete schedule is online
at: http://www.njfilmfest.com/.

* * * * * * *
See what three decades of perform-

ing has done to the Average White
Band. This R&B group has been
around for a while, taking a long
hiatus and then regrouping. They’ll
be at the Union County Arts Center
on Sunday, March 26 at 7:30 p.m.
Tower of Power, with their mixture of
jazz, funk, rock, and soul will be the
other half of this show. Seats are $40
- $45. For information, check out:
http://www.ucac.org or call the box
office at (732) 499-8226.

* * * * * * *
For a night of comedy without

schlepping into the city, check out the
JCC of Central New Jersey’s Com-
edy Nite on Saturday, March 25.
Gregg Rogell and Ben Bailey star,
both faces you may recognize from
late night TV or Comedy Central.
Tickets are $35, and include refresh-
ments. The show will be held at Con-
gregation Beth Israel, 18 Shalom Way
in Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion email: slemerman@jccnj.org or
call (908) 889-8800 x205.

* * * * * * *
Legendary B.B. King has turned

80, but age doesn’t seem to slow him
down a bit. He will perform tonight,
Thursday, March 23, at 7:30 p.m. at
Patriots Theater at the War Memorial
in Trenton. If there are still tickets
available, you can find out by calling
(609) 984-8400 or log onto: http://
www.thewarmemorial.com/. It’s got
to be worth the ride to see the world’s
most renowned blues singer and
songwriter.

* * * * * * *
An afternoon of family fun will

take place at the Family Arts Festival
on Saturday, March 25, from 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m. at the Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital Courtyard in New
Brunswick. The arts workshops are
appropriate for kids from three to 12,
and include storytelling, costume-
making, improvisational dance,
drumming and singing from around
the world. There will also be parades,
snacks, and other kid-friendly hap-
penings. Adults get in for $10, kids
for $5. Call (732) 220-1600 or visit
the website at: http://www.iahenj.org/
faf2005.html.

Get Outta’
The House

Food’s A Beautiful Thing
At Tom the Greengrocer’s

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — If you closed
your eyes and opened them inside the
doors of Tom the Greengrocer, you
might think you were somewhere in
Paris instead of Scotch Plains.

The Westfield Leader and Scotch
Plains- Fanwood Times asked owner
Tom Szabo how he managed to turn a
once humble roadside stand into a
thriving business featuring eclectic
entrees, baked goods, cheeses, breads

and produce displayed so beautifully,
you’d swear you were on rue Cler
rather than South Avenue. Mr. Szabo,
who emigrated from Hungary in 1956
during communist rule, told The
Leader and The Times, “I always said
that (my success) is not because I did
anything right, it was just something
that I had to do. I had gone many
times 24 hours in a row without food.
I made a promise to myself when I
came to this country I would never let
that happen again. People have to
eat.”

And at Tom’s, people not only eat
well, they see better too. In warmer

months, it’s hard to miss the intensity
of colors of the flowers hanging in
planters in the arbor, which Mr. Szabo
built by hand. Tom’s son, Mark Szabo,
joined the family business after find-
ing work in the corporate world
unfulfilling. The younger Szabo
noted, “My father picked up a book
on how to build an arbor, and he built
it.” He added, “That’s how things get
done around here. It’s very much a
combined effort of hard work, long
hours and attention to detail. We’re
very labor intensive.”

Noted for its high quality and di-
verse foodstuffs, the market uses se-
lect growers and distributors to pro-
vide the fine choosing of fruits, veg-
etables and flowers. There’s also an
impressive offering of specialty oils,
vinegars, prepared sauces for cook-
ing and dipping, and imported pastas.
Italian pottery and beautiful baskets
make a lovely backdrop, and no space
seems to be wasted on the shelves
within the modest 1,500-square foot

quarters.
But aside from the artful display of

everyday produce and specialty
goods, there’s another treat — the
bakery. Apple pies, which look like
they’ve popped out of a still life rather
than an oven, fruit tarts looking more
like artwork than edibles and cheese-
cake to die for are all hand, baked on
premises by Ellen Esposito, who also
prepares the daily entrees.

Mrs. Esposito told The Leader and
The Times she relies on recipes handed
down from her mother and her grand-
mother–both of whom fostered her
love of cooking and baking from
around the age of nine. She credits
her husband for convincing her to
start a private catering business be-
fore joining Tom in 1989. Mrs.
Esposito noted that her cookies were
often her foot in the door to winning
clients.

Mrs. Esposito told The Leader and
The Times “When I started working

with Tom, we were in agreement that
we would never skimp on quality. He
and I shared the same vision. His
style and what I wanted to do were a
good match. We’re all on the same
wavelength here at Tom’s.” Mrs.
Esposito remarked while fresh ingre-
dients are vital, there are some things
not found in any store, which she can
attribute to her tasty dishes. Mrs.
Esposito said, “The most important
thing is that I cook from my heart and
my soul. I truly love what I do.”

Apparently customers at Tom’s do
too.

March is National
Caffeine-Awareness Month

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — It seems that caf-
feine lovers are already in a state of
hyper-awareness, but one wonders if
the industry has the need to increase
sales by promoting the month of March
as “Caffeine-Awareness Month.”

Actually, it’s just the opposite. The
origins of this celebration are linked to
health concerns – it seems that a soy-
based beverage producer founded this
in an effort to curb addiction to
America’s most popular beverage rather
than to increase traditional coffee sales.

Some reports have linked the con-
sumption of caffeine to serious dis-
eases of the heart and to pancreatic
and bladder cancer. That is, of course,
on top of the mental consequences
like irritability and nervousness. On
www.caffeineawareness.org, there is
a short quiz to see if you are an addict.

Not all studies support the belief
that caffeine is a killer, at least not in
moderation. The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) has called it “safe
and effective.” According to the Jean
Tweed Centre, a Canadian substance
abuse treatment facility for women,
“Moderate amounts of caffeine - up to
about 300 mg a day (e.g. three to four
average cups of coffee) - will rarely

harm an otherwise healthy adult.”
The DSM (Diagnostic and Statistical

Manual for Mental Disorders) does not
list caffeine as an addictive substance,
and the World Health Organization has
come out with this statement: “There is
no evidence whatsoever that caffeine
use has even remotely comparable physi-
cal and social consequences which are
associated with serious drugs of abuse.”

The choice is still yours, and as with
other controversies, moderation seems
to be key. Stay away from it if you suffer
from PMS, and keeping children caf-
feine-free is probably sound advice.

Of course, coffee is not the only
vilified food item. Caffeine can be found
in many teas, cola and in chocolate, too.
For coffee lovers like me (and not the
decaffeinated-coffee variety) - and there
are a lot of us out there - nothing can
compare to a freshly brewed, freshly
ground, cup o’ joe. Whether you are a
purist, or you need to flavor it with
sweeteners or lighteners, nothing can
compare to the good taste and pick-me-
up quality of morning coffee.

Coffee houses used to be more preva-
lent in the area, but there are still a few
left. The saturation of Starbucks has
devastated some of the independent
establishments. Yet some have man-
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Author Urges Readers
To ‘Be Somebody’

WESTFIELD – To kick off their
April events calendar, The Town Book
Store of Westfield is hosting two Meet
and Greet book signings next week-
end. On Saturday, April 1, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m, Cliff Shellhase will be
in the store to promote his new book,
“Be Somebody! Be Somebody! For
God’s Sake, Be Somebody!” Mr.
Shellhase’s aim with his book is to
inform, motivate and inspire people
to want to “be somebody.”

Then from 2 to 4 p.m., Westfield
author Alan Karmin will be in the
store to promote his new book, “The
Measure of a Man.” Dealing with the
false accusations of domestic vio-
lence, Mr. Karmin tells his story of
how he and the ones he loved over-
came this hardship.

If unable to attend these events,
call and reserve an autographed copy.
Call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They’re green and majestic. They
provide welcoming shade from the
blazing sun and help us breathe cleaner
air. What’s not to love about trees?

Well, sometimes they become diseased
and turn brittle and brown. And certain
large old roots can start wreaking havoc
under the sidewalk and begin ripping up
the driveway. Such was the case with two
towering evergreens in front of our house.

Unfortunately, there comes a time when
you may need to remove a tree or two. You
then also need to decide whether you will
remove the stump or leave it, which might
be advantageous if you don’t wish to dig
up or disturb the surrounding landscape.

In our case, we removed everything.
And while my young sons enjoyed watch-
ing the chipper machine shoot the grinded
wood into the air like confetti, we were
then left with what my husband and I refer
to as giant alien-like “crop circles” that
were unsuitable for planting.

To combat the crop circle issue, we
hired a landscaper to remove nearly a
dump truck full of wood chips and
dirt. We learned the key is to dig and
remove several inches below the sur-
face and fill with new topsoil, and, in
our case, grass seed.

But what if you chose to keep your
stump? One reader writes:

Dear Christie:
We recently had an old swamp maple

removed from our front yard. Remaining
is the mature circular bed of pachysan-
dra that surrounded the base of the tree
and covered its superficial roots. The
stump has been cut to about 4-5" high but
is still visible within the pachysandra.
We don’t wish to remove the stump nor
disturb the pachysandra bed. What
shrubbery/foliage can you recommend
we plant to camouflage the stump?

J. McCormack
Westfield

Upon reading the question, my first

concern was whether planting that close
to the pachysandra might cause tan-
gling or strangulation. So I believe care-
ful plant selection is a must.

Dave Williams of Willams Nursery
in Westfield also cautioned that now
that the tree has been removed, be
sure enough shade remains for the
pachysandra to continue to thrive.

“If the light situation is right, Hostas
can be a good choice,” Mr. Williams
said. “They’re not extremely aggres-
sive, take shade well and their color
will complement the pachysandra.”

He also said that Hostas wouldn’t
compete too much for water. How-
ever, the disadvantage would be that
they are not evergreen.

“There is an evergreen shade peren-
nial, Helleborus, that has flowers ranging
from whites to pinks to dark reds,” Dave
said. “It blooms in February or March,
and deer do not eat it. It was the perennial
of the year last year because it’s so versa-
tile. It’s also called a Lenton Rose because
it tends to bloom around Easter time.”

Peter Sanguiliano of Sanguiliano
Garden Center and Nursery in Scotch
Plains cautioned that the roots re-
maining in the ground near the stump
may continue to drink up water.

“Some things might even grow back
off it,” Peter said.

He also warned that the pachysan-
dra could end up strangling or suffo-
cating new shrubs.

Rich Stolz of Ferrara Garden Cen-
ter in Westfield said to keep in mind
that the pachysandra will continue to
spread on its own over time.

“It may even eventually grow over
the stump,” he said.

Deborah Colecchio of Parker Gar-
dens in Scotch Plains suggested Myrtle,
which has purple flowers, or Boston Ivy,
which grows bright red in the winter.

“Myrtle will trail over the wood,”
Deborah said. “The ivy will grow
over it, but it may also begin to grow
through the pachysandra.”

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –“Look around
us. Kids can do anything,” said one of
the actors in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School production of
42nd Street. And he’s right.

For children at last Sunday’s mati-
nee, there was enough action, robust
singing, terrific costuming and spec-
tacular dancing to keep their atten-
tion during the tightly packed two-
hour show.

For the adults, baby boomers and
their parents, the show is packed with
familiar songs like, “I Only Have
Eyes for You,” “We’re in the Money,”
“Lullaby of Broadway” and the title
song.

Yes, this is the show perfect for those
who enjoy the glow of the Great White
Way and synchronized tap numbers.
And don’t we all secretly still hold a
belief that the unknown ingénue can
become an overnight success when she
gets her big break at the expense of the
big break in an aging star’s ankle?

Great fun, energy and talent merge
to pull the audience into the plot that
tells the story of small-town gal Peggy
Sawyer (junior Sarah Marable) stum-
bling into an audition for a show
starring aging diva Dorothy Brock
(senior Caitlin Delaney).

Miss Sawyer is the quintessential
optimist who easily makes friends
with theater veterans Maggie Jones
(sophomore Ally Rome), Billy Lawler
(junior Adam Biner) and Anytime

42nd Street Sets Toes A Tappin’
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Annie (junior Kristen Barry) and
learns to stay on the good side of the
fictitious show’s producer/director
Julian Marsh (senior Brian Glassett).

Ms. Marable has the charisma, tal-
ent, looks and style to carry off the
role of Peggy. In the Gypsy Tea Kettle
scene, the chorus girls she’s dining
with love this new gal’s perkiness and
pluck, and so does the audience.

A talented Adam Biner plays hand-
some Billy Lawler who represents
the youth and vitality of the chorus.

In the role of Dorothy Brock, Caitlin
Delaney reveals a mature, rich, luxu-
rious voice in all her numbers. Like a
Vermont maple sugar tree oozing sap,
Caitlin delivers her lines dripping with
sarcasm.

Brian Glassett, a senior, offers the
character of Julian Marsh with great
stage presence and delivery. When
Brian croons his songs, they emit
polish and professionalism.

It is clear that musical director/ co-
producer John Brzozowski has en-
couraged the teens to make each solo
their own rendition and that director
Diane McGovern has helped the teens
flesh out their characters.

Nick Mondi’s role as Bert Barry
demonstrates that there is no such
thing as a “small role.” His part re-
quires mugging and silliness; Nick
does them with lovable antics and
doesn’t become obnoxious or over-
bearing.

His uninhibited “Shuffle Off to
Buffalo” number with bride Annie
(Kristen Barry) is adorable in the
sleeper car staging. Kristen’s petite
form and sweet voice present a beau-
tiful bride. Lovely harmonies from
the chorus members complement the
scene.

Ally Rome, a sophomore, plays
Maggie Jones, a take-charge kind of
gal with a strikingly vivid, strong
speaking/singing voice and spunk that
propels the pace of the show.

Choreographer Gisa Diorio is a
wizard, getting a couple dozen teen-
age guys and gals to step in time to the
riveting pulse of the tap dance num-
bers of which there are plenty. They
don’t just execute the rudimentary
tap steps, but show proficiency on the
impressive staircase set piece in the
second act.

The “mostly student orchestra” is
directed for the second year by Durand
Thomas who gives the singers plenty
of room for interpretation, yet keeps
them from the runaway train syn-
drome of fast numbers.

Superior costuming by Gertrude
Sloan and Joanne Sprague just shouts
“vintage” and “authentic” from the
sassy tap shorts to the coats and out-
erwear in the “Getting out of Town”
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Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Sestrierre, Italy- Super G Event

CM Cooper- Daydream Innocence

Pamela Bledsoe- Purple Darlings

Tim Carr- Trio


