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HAVE IT ALL! 
 

Enjoy the tranquility of a Wychwood cul-de-sac, with low Mountainside taxes. Benefit from the 

numerous amenities of new construction in this marvelous Colonial style Split that has just 

been transformed. Simplicity and artistry is evident in every room from the new designer 

kitchen & baths to the custom moldings and hardwood floors. Other desirable features include: 

a spacious master suite, junior suite, walk-in closets and three & one half baths. A sprawling 

yard, patio, mature shrubbery & trees and an unbelievable location, add to the perfect blend of 

privacy and luxury living at its best. 
 

                               Presented for $1,119,900. 
 

                                        
 

 

 

             Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 

F r a n c e s c a   A z z a r a 
Direct Dial 908-233-8924 

BLUE DEVIL SHAFFER; RAIDERS GIANNACI, GANO GET GREAT MEMORIES

Union County Claims 2; Region 3, Five
NJSIAA State Wrestling Champions
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County claimed two cham-
pions and Region 3, which includes
Westfield High School and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School,
claimed five champions at the
NJSIAA state wrestling tournament
at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City on
March 12. The three-day affair drew
a record attendance of 42,528 – 9,744
on Friday, 10,056 and 10,954 on Sat-
urday and 11,774 on Sunday.

Region 3 standout, Mike Grey of
Delbarton, became New Jersey’s first
four-time state champion when he
defeated South Plainfield’s Jim
Conroy, 13-7, for the 125-lb crown.
He also was named the tournament’s
Outstanding Wrestler. Grey, who fin-

ished his high school career with a
157-2 record, won at 103-lbs his
freshman year, at 112-lbs his sopho-
more year and at 119-lbs his junior
year.

Darrion Caldwell of Rahway cap-
tured his third state crown with a 14-
8 decision over Hillsborough’s John
Mangini in the 152-lb finals. Caldwell,
who finished his career with a 146-4
record, including 101 pins, won at
119-lb his sophomore year and at
130-lbs his junior year.

In the pre-quarterfinals, after he
pinned Hightstown’s Dan Indellicati
in 50 seconds, Caldwell, donning a
stylish Rahway wrestling jersey, es-
corted him back to his coaches, shook
his hand and patted him on the back.
“I’m always humble when I wrestle.
If I make it to the finals, I may wear
the old uniform,” commented
Caldwell with a smile.

In the semifinals, Caldwell was
cruising with a 9-2 lead over Dela-
ware Valley’s CJ Inglin but got a little
careless and yielded a reversal and a
near-fall. Fortunately, he used his ath-
letic ability to recover and claim an
11-8 victory.

Throughout the season, Cranford’s
Pat Hogan hovered around the sev-
enth/eighth ranking at 171-lbs but he
proved that he was the top dog when
he defeated Camden Catholic’s An-
thony Trongone, 3-2, in the champi-
onship bout to finish his season with
a 31-0 record and to finish his career
with 107 victories.

After winning, 6-3, in the pre-
quarterfinals, Hogan seemed to feel
at home on a mat that matched his
school colors – blue and gold. He
successfully fought off a single-leg
takedown attempt and added a
takedown of his own to defeat Mike

Winkelspecht of Williamstown, 4-2,
to advance to the semifinals. After
taking the lead, Hogan used his legs
and leverage to control Winkelspecht
until the final buzzer.

“I felt like I was at home when I
was wrestling,” chuckled Hogan who

added, “He got in on a real deep shot.
I fought it off really well and, because
of that, I got to get a takedown. My
legs have been working for me so far
this tournament so, hopefully, it will
take me to the finals. I feel great!”

Alex Caruso of Watchung Hills
grabbed the 160-lb crown with a 4-3
victory over defending 160-lb state
champ Scott Giffin of Eastern and
Delbarton’s Frank Perrelli won the
112-lb title with a 4-2, three-over-
time victory over Dan Kelly of Dela-
ware Valley.

Westfield Blue Devil senior An-

VENEZIA LED IN SCORING, GERCKENS IN REBOUNDS

Blue Devil Boys Finished Well
In Rugged Basketball Area

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Surviving in a very tough confer-
ence is what the Westfield High
School boys basketball team had to
deal with this season. Not only did
the Blue Devils survive but they fin-

ished with an impressive 14-9 season
and qualified for the North Jersey,
Group 4 Section 2 tournament for the
fourth time in five years.

The Blue Devils began its season by
winning the John “Butch” Kowal Tour-
nament in Rahway after defeating Sum-
mit, JP Stevens and St. Peter’s Prep.
They defeated perennial rival Cranford
twice – they also beat the Cougars
twice in 2004 – whipped Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in their second meeting,
topped Shabazz and burned Elizabeth,
57-55, at the buzzer in the first round of
the Union County tournament.

“Scotch Plains and Cranford are
definitely a rivalry. They are like us,
especially in a conference where there
are other teams not like us. There is
always a bit of pride to beat those two
teams,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly. “To beat Elizabeth in
the county tournament was a big win.
It was emotional the way we did it.”

Senior forward Josh Gerckens had a
strong season across the board, espe-
cially under the boards where led the
team with 172 rebounds. Addition-
ally, he sank 256 points – 11 points per
game (ppg) – and finished with five
double-doubles – 10 or more points
and 10 or more rebounds in a game.

“He made a difference to make this
a successful season. He put on about

15 pounds. He was our MVP. He was
a great passer of the basketball. He
could go to the perimeter, which en-
abled us to do a lot of things, because
his man had to come out and guard
him. He was able to rebound in a
tough, physical conference. I said if

we could rebound in this conference,
we could win some games and we
were able to do that,” said Everly.

Junior Mike Venezia led the team
in scoring with 396 points – 18 ppg –
and in 3-pointers with 31. He shot 47
percent from the field and also was
second in rebounds with 120.

“Mike was the go-to guy and he
gave us some big games, 36, 29 points.
He really improved as the season
went on. He changed his game by
going into the post and creating a post
play for us, which is very important.
He was also able to be more aggres-
sive and take the ball to the basket and
be the threat. When you can pen-
etrate, when you can shoot and when
you can post up, you can create all
kinds of problems. He was a triple
threat,” said Everly.

Despite possibly being the small-

est player in the conference, junior
point guard Tom Bonard had the heart
of a lion. He led the team in assists
with 186 – 8 per game – sank 210
points and was second in 3-pointers
with 29. The pesky Bonard made 36
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RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
PRESENTS

Spring 2006 Mini Camp
at SP-F High School Fields, Scotch Plains

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS Boys’ Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 Time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

April 11-13 • 9:00am - 12:00pm

908-322-6102

Raider Summer Soccer Camps: July 10-14 • July 24-28

Raidercamp@comcast.net

Call for information and applications:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING IT TO THE ELITE 16 AT 145-LBS…Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, right, won his first bout to make it to the elite
16 wrestlers in the 145-lb class at the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City on March 10-12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING OFF THE MAT…Raider Nick Giannaci, right, and his opponent go off
the mat during the 189-lb preliminary bout at the NJSIAA Wrestling Tourna-
ment in Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin (December 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL MOST VALUABLE PLAYER…Senior forward Josh Gerckens was named as the Blue Devils’ MVP this
season. Gerckens led the team in rebounds with 172 and scored 256 points.

Please join us at the
Open House Sunday, March 19th  1-4PM

Victorian Charm
520 Carleton Road, Westfield

Built circa 1910 you will be delighted by the wrap around

front porch, updated eat in kitchen, formal dining room with

period fireplace, 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, family room, rec

room, and fully fenced yard.  Short walk to town and train.

Contact Janice Tittel, Re/Max Properties Unlimited Office

(908) 233-9292 for further information.

Janice Tittel, Sales Associate

Direct Line: (908) 518-5485


