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Television Actor to Perform
‘Gospel of Mark’ at Church
MOUNTAINSIDE – Television

and film actor Frank Runyeon will
perform his play about the Gospel of
Mark on Friday, March 24, at 7:30
p.m. at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church, located at
300 Central Avenue in Mountainside.

His performance of the Gospel of
Mark is set in the catacombs of Rome
by candlelight and is entitled “Afraid!”
With the gospel translated into con-
temporary American speech, Mr.
Runyeon tells the story in the present
tense, with audience interaction.

As characters and settings and
lights constantly shift, Mr. Runyeon
seeks to engage the audience’s imagi-
nation and surprise attendees with
flashes of humor while moving re-
lentlessly forward with dramatic sus-
pense. The play is described as ap-
propriate for the whole family, in-
cluding grade school children.

Mr. Runyeon starred opposite Meg
Ryan on the soap opera “As the World
Turns” in the 1980s. Other televi-
sion credits include “Santa Barbara,”
“Falcon Crest,” “General Hospital”
and “L.A. Law.”

He has performed the “Gospel of

Mark” in almost every state in the
United States. The play has garnered
praise from church leaders and schol-
ars of all denominations, as well as
from the secular press.

Mr. Runyeon is a graduate of
Princeton University and received his
master’s degree, with honors, from
the General Theological Seminary in
New York City. He is now pursuing
his doctorate in Biblical studies. He
will be available after the performance
to greet the audience, and videos of
the play will be on sale.

A free will offering will be taken.
For more information, please call
Regina at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish Office at (908) 232-1162.

African Violet Group
Plans Show and Sale
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will present its 52nd Annual
Show and Plant Sale in the Parish
Hall of the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

The sale will be held on Friday,
March 24, from 6 to 9 p.m. and Satur-
day, March 25, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Plants and exhibits will be judged
according to African Violet Society
of America, Inc. standards.

Visitors will have an opportunity to
purchase plants and obtain informa-
tion on growing violets. For further
information, please call Chris Brenner
at (732) 254-8520.

St. John’s to Hold
Program on Gangs

SCOTCH PLAINS – The St. John
Youth Ministry will present a Gang
Awareness and Prevention Program
(GAPP) at the annual Youth Summit
on Saturday, March 18, from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at St. John’s Baptist Church
in Scotch Plains.

GAPP highlights gang activity in-
volvement related to graffiti recog-
nition, language, signs and clothing.
Designed for community organiza-
tions and parents, the program will
describe how the gang recruitment
process plays out in urban and sub-
urban areas of New Jersey every day.

This program is being made avail-
able through the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Corrections’ (NJDOC) Spe-
cial Investigations Division.

GAPP utilizes the experiences of
inmates who are ex-gang members
and have completed the NJDOC’s
Security Threat Group Management
Unit Phase Program at Northern State
Prison in Newark. Youth will hear
directly from ex-gang members.

A continental breakfast and lunch
will be served. St. John’s Baptist
Church is located at 2387 Morse
Avenue. For more information,
please call the Reverend Jeffrey Th-
ompson, Youth Leader, at (908) 232-
6972.

Rosary Altar Society
To Gather Today

WESTFIELD – The Rosary Altar
Society of Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s
Catholic Churches will meet today,
Thursday, March 16, at noon at St.
Helen’s Parish Center on Lamberts
Mill Road in Westfield. Attendees are
asked to bring a brown bag lunch.
Dessert and beverages will be served.

There will be a recitation of the
rosary and the screening of a video
from the Holy Land. The group’s
hand-embroidered tablecloth will be
displayed for all new members to
sign. This tablecloth can be traced
back to the early 1930s, with all past
and present members’ signatures rep-
resented. Additionally, pennies will
be collected for Raphael’s Life House.

The Rosary Altar Society also noted
that a Day of Recollection is slated at
the Shrine of St. Joseph in Stirling on
Wednesday, May 3, at 9 a.m.

Local Woman Joins Group
To Aid Honduran Villagers

SCOTCH PLAINS – A Scotch
Plains resident plans to travel to Hon-
duras for eight days beginning Sat-
urday, March 25, as part of a church
mission trip to aide residents of the
village of La Entranda.

Lisa Dunlap, a dental hygienist, is
among some 100 health care profes-
sionals and others visiting Honduras
in two teams over a two-week pe-
riod. She will be part of a group of
about 40.

Participants will provide free medi-
cal care and other assistance to villag-
ers as they continue to recover from
Hurricane Mitch, a 1998 storm that
killed thousands of people and left a
wake of destruction in Honduras and
other Central American countries.

The mission effort is being con-
ducted through the Liberty Corner
Presbyterian Church in Liberty Cor-
ner, which has been running such
trips for nine years.

Group members include medical,
dental and eye doctors, plus con-
struction workers and English as a
Second Language teachers, accord-
ing to Mrs. Dunlap, who is making
her second visit this year.

In addition to providing health care
services, the teams will perform con-
struction projects like work on a
school built by the Liberty Corner
Presbyterian Church following the
hurricane, as well as building la-
trines, medical and dental rooms and
wells, among other initiatives.

Anyone interested in making a
contribution toward airfare for Mrs.
Dunlap’s trip may make checks pay-
able to: Liberty Corner Presbyterian
Church, 45 Church Street, Liberty
Corner, N.J. 07938. Lisa Dunlap’s
name should be written in the memo
line. The church group takes care of
the remaining costs involved. For
more information, please call Mrs.
Dunlap at (908) 889-7887.

Newcomers to Hold
Benefit Vendor Night
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Newcomers Club
will host a Vendor Night on Thurs-
day, March 23, at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, 820 Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains. The event will ben-
efit Special Wishes, a charity assist-
ing Union County families in need.
Doors will open to the public at 8 p.m.

More than 15 vendors will display
their wares, such as handbags, cos-
tume jewelry, hand-painted accesso-
ries, knitted items, active wear for
women and children, children’s music
and instruments. On hand will be rep-
resentatives from Longaberger Bas-
kets, Discovery Toys, Tupperware,
Southern Living, Usborne Books,
Arbonne Makeup, Cultural Care Au
Pair and Creative Memories.

A portion of the vendor fees will be
donated to the charity. Special Wishes
plans to use the donations to buy food
at the Community Food Bank in Hill-
side. For more information, please
visit http://scotchplains.com/new-
comers/ or call (908) 889-7860.

Three Faiths Come Together
To Forge ‘Paths of Peace’
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Three faiths came
together at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church last week for the debut of an
interfaith dialogue on how people of
different religious traditions may
achieve peace through a greater un-
derstanding of one another’s beliefs
and those they have in common.

“Paths of Peace,” held March 8 in
the church’s parish hall, was attended
by some 70 people. The featured speak-
ers included Rabbi Douglas Sagal of
Temple Emanu-El and the Reverend
Dr. Darla Dee Turlington of the First
Baptist Church, both in Westfield, and
Muslim Imam W. Deen Shareef of the
Masjid Waarith ud Deen at Waris Cul-
tural Center in Irvington.

At the outset of the nearly 90-minute
forum, Rabbi Sagal emphasized that
the program would avoid delving into
politics or “what divides us.” He said
one thing that has kept people from
achieving successful dialogues on
matters such as the peace process is
the absence of “a framework of trust”
in which to exchange  ideas.

The three spiritual leaders cited sa-
cred texts and historical religious fig-
ures to illustrate their respective reli-
gions’ view of peace, both internal and
external, and achieving it even when
dealing with others who disagree with
one’s beliefs. They noted the desire
for peace is a common thread weaved
through both the Old and New Testa-
ments, as well as the Koran.

Rabbi Sagal explained that Jewish
tradition calls upon followers to seek a
sense of wholeness and to learn to live
peaceably with others in spite of any
strife or conflicts. He noted the
Babylonian sage Mar bar Rabina
prayed not for a world without conflict
but rather the ability to live a life of
honesty, humility and peace even in
the face of conflict.

In discussing the Christian perspec-
tive, Reverend Turlington referenced
the Sermon on the Mount to explain
how Jesus taught his disciples to over-
come evil actions with good ones,
noting this philosophy was reflected
centuries later in the teachings of
Mahatma Gandhi and the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Sharing the Islamic view, Imam
Shareef said, “it is the duty of the
believer to work for peace and har-
mony.” He described how when peace
exists within the heart of an indi-
vidual, it can then “be transmitted to
the external environment.” The cleric
also noted how, as in the other reli-
gions, the Koran advises believers to
resist the temptations of Satan.

Rabbi Sagal asked Reverend
Turlington and Imam Shareef, respec-
tively, about the avenues through which
Christians and Muslims attain peace
through forgiveness. Reverend
Turlington replied that since Christians
view themselves as forgiven by God,
they feel they in turn should forgive
others. Imam Shareef said that for

Muslims, peace comes through repen-
tance.

Responding to an audience
member’s observation that certain
scripture passages appear to condone
retaliation, Rabbi Sagal cited the be-
lief that God gave humans not only
words to live by but also the ability to
interpret those words. He pointed to
the phrase “an eye for an eye” as an
example, proffering that God did not
advocate barbarism but rather com-
pensation for the loss.

Another audience member, Simon
Kabillio of Congregation Anshe
Chesed in Linden, asked how peace
among faith groups could be realized
when in Saudi Arabia there are re-
strictions on the practice of religions
other than Islam.

Imam Shareef replied that such
restrictions are a government policy,
not a faith-based one. He noted that
in the history of Islam, churches,
synagogues and mosques have co-
existed peacefully and that the Ko-
ran maintains that no house of wor-
ship should be damaged.

“Paths of Peace” originated sev-
eral months ago after Temple Emanu-
El member Susan Knopf of Warren
invited members of the Westfield/
Mountainside Ministerium for a
lunch meeting in the hopes of devel-
oping a grassroots interfaith program
to explore peace from the Jewish,
Christian and Islamic perspectives.

Another discussion is set for
Wednesday, April 26, at 7:30 p.m. at
the First Congregational Church of
Westfield, led by the Reverend Dr.
Mark Boyea and guest clergy.

The Reverend Andrew Hamersley,
Rector of St. Paul’s Church and one
of the clergy members who helped
develop the “Paths of Peace” pro-
gram, described the forum as “even
better than I imagined. I thought the
speakers were equally good.”

He added that it is particularly
“critical” in today’s world that people
become educated about Islam. “We
had an excellent turnout and it was
very well received,” he commented.
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Westfield Associates in Gastroenterology
announces the expansion of their

practice into the Summit area

Melvin Rubenstein, MD, FACP

Samuel M. Gray, MD

Thomas J. Amrick, MD, FACP

Roger S. Klein, MD, FACP

Conveniently located for our patients

The Medical Arts Center
33 Overlook Road, Suite 412

Summit, NJ

512 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ

and

(908) 232-6151

www.sg-cpas.com

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs
Call for an appointment

Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com
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Club Offers Variety
Of Outdoor Activities
COUNTY – The Union County

Hiking Club invites area residents to
take part in a variety of hiking and
bicycling activities combining
wholesome recreation and physical
fitness. Most of the activities take
place in central and northern New
Jersey. Annual membership dues are
$10. To receive a complimentary six-
month schedule, please call (908)
527-4900.

Runnells Guild to Hold
‘In the Bag’ Sale Today

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Volunteer Guild of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital of Union County
will hold its “In the Bag” sale today,
Thursday, March 16, from 7:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m. in the facility’s multi-pur-
pose room, located at 40 Watchung
Way in Berkeley Heights.

Handbags, briefcases, luggage,
wallets, mini-bags and small leather
goods will be sold at 40 to 70 percent
off regular retail prices. Visa and
Mastercard, checks and cash will be
accepted. A portion of each sale will
be credited to the guild, which uses
all funds to purchase items benefit-
ing residents and patients such as
televisions, VCRs, DVD players and
bingo game prizes.

For additional information on Christian Science visit:

www.tfccs.com, www.spirituality.com, www.csmonitor.com, www.powerfulprayer.com

1st and 3rd Sundays, 10:30 AM at the Christian Science Reading Room

116 Quimby Street (Across from Robert Treat Delicatessen.)

For reading room hours and other information: 908-232-3226.

WORSHIP SERVICES
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY, WESTFIELD

SUNDAYS at 7 AM on WOR Radio (710 AM)

Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio

Christian Science Sentinel - Radio Edition

 

March 19 - Redemption: Free from the Grip of Past Mistakes

March 26 - What Happens When You Put God First

Suzette F. Stalker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PARTNERS FOR PEACE…Members of the Christian, Jewish and Islamic
communities came together last week at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield
for a discussion on “Paths of Peace.” Pictured, from left to right, are: the Reverend
Andrew Hamersley, rector of St. Paul’s Church; Susan Knopf, who organized the
event with local clergy; Imam W. Deen Shareef; the Reverend Dr. Darla Dee
Turlington and Rabbi Douglas Sagal.


