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WHS Graduate Provides
Medical Care in Thailand

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — While plastic sur-
gery often brings to mind cosmetic
nips and tucks, former Westfield resi-
dent Dr. Randolph Wojcik recently
spent time in Thailand performing
crucial operations that will forever
change poor, disabled and handi-
capped children’s lives.

Currently the chief resident in plas-
tic and reconstructive surgery at
Lehigh Valley Hospital in Allentown,
Pa., Dr. Wojcik teamed up with Heal-
ing the Children Midlantic, Inc.
(HTC), which has provided free medi-
cal care to thousands in their home-
lands since 1988.

Traveling to third world countries
isn’t new to Dr. Wojcik, who gradu-
ated Westfield High School in 1989
and attended Dartmouth College in
New Hampshire. He has additionally
studied abroad and attended St.
George’s University School of Medi-
cine in Grenada, West Indies.

Dr. Wojcik recently took the 17-
hour flight from New York City to
Bangkok with a 28-member team
made up of surgeons, anesthesiolo-
gists, nurses, and administrators from,
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylva-
nia, Georgia and California.

Their mission involved perform-
ing surgeries for cleft lips/palates that
can interfere with speech and feeding
as well as congenital hand and foot
anomalies and burn reconstruction.

During a phone interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Dr. Wojcik
recalled screening patients on his first
day in Thailand.

“You were basically looking at over
400 kids all in one room, and you
couldn’t even walk between them,”
Dr. Wojcik said. “Some had to hitch
or ride bikes to get there. The Prime
Minister also flew 30 kids up from
the southern most province near where
the tsunami hit.”

The first order of business was the
difficult task of prioritizing those who
needed operations immediately, those
who would receive surgery if time
was left, and those who had to be
turned away.

“Anything we could operate on, we
did,” Dr. Wojcik explained. “But some
needed equipment that wasn’t avail-
able to us, and some needed surgeries
that would need to be staged over a
longer period of time.”

The team screened 460 people and
ultimately performed 229 operations
on 178 patients at Khon Kaen Hospi-
tal in northeastern Thailand.

And while HTC reportedly pro-
vided a generous amount of medical

supplies, Dr. Wojcik cited many dif-
ferences between operating there and
in the United States.

Because follow-up exams to re-
move stitches a week or two after
operations weren’t possible, doctors
had to use sutures that dissolve, which
Dr. Wojcik said could sometimes jeop-
ardize surgeries.

There were limited quantities of
equipment, surgical instruments and
suture to the point that some opera-
tions had to be tailored accordingly.
And while some of the U.S. nurses
were Thai and helped with the lan-
guage barrier, communication re-
mained difficult.

“Some of their native Thai doctors
scrubbed in with us, and you have to
be able to ask for an instrument or
suture when you’re operating,” Dr.
Wojcik said. “You wanted to make
sure there were no mistakes, and you
didn’t want to offend or step on any
toes either. We just tried to teach them
what we know.”

However, communicating with the
children and their parents proved to
be easier. Dr. Wojcik said the look of
gratitude and appreciation on their
faces was “tremendous.”

“You can’t really communicate, but
you both knew what the other was
saying,” Dr. Wojcik said. “The par-
ents kept bowing over and over to say
thank you, and we almost wanted to
say, ‘Please stop.’ I was just so happy
to be able to help them.”

The most difficult part of the mis-
sion for Dr. Wojcik was the fact that
he wasn’t going to see the patients
again.

“I wish I could’ve gotten to follow
up and make sure that they were all
right,” Dr. Wojcik said. “But you just
had to do the surgeries and set them
free.”

After nine long days in Thailand,
Dr. Wojcik returned to his wife, Amy,
whom he met when they attended
Westfield High School together, and
their two children in Pennsylvania.
Already board certified, he is cur-
rently completing his residency at
Lehigh Valley Hospital.

When asked if he would work with
HTC in the future, he said he would
love the opportunity to participate
again.

“There’s no question that an expe-
rience like this changes you,” Dr.
Wojcik said. “You just see how the
trivial things that we dwell on in the
U.S. can be so unimportant in coun-
tries where they don’t own anything
but a pillow and a cot. It makes you
appreciate what you have here.”

Upon completion of his medical
training in Pennsylvania, Dr. Wojcik
said he hopes to one day practice
medicine in Westfield, where his par-
ents still reside.

Courtesy of Dr. Randy Wojcik
ON A MISSION…Dr. Randy Wojcik, a 1989 Westfield High School graduate,
evaluates a child’s cleft palate with the assistance of a Thai nurse during the initial
screening of Healing the Children’s surgical mission in Thailand.

Westfield Rescue Squad’s
Drive Enters Second Week

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Rescue Squad’s (WRS) 2006 fund
drive is entering its second week.

Reid Edles, squad vice-president
and the officer in charge of the 2006
fund drive, said, “March kicked off
the one time of the year that the squad
looks to all Westfielders to donate
money to provide for the operation of
the rescue squad. The squad receives
no tax funds and relies solely on the
people who contribute to the annual

As you may have read, Union County
is preserving 14 acres of open space in
Clark, preventing the property from
being developed for housing.

We are able to purchase the land
thanks to the Union County Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund, which was over-
whelmingly approved in November
2000 by Union County voters.

The Trust Fund’s initial goal was to
preserve 100 acres of public open
space in 20 years. I am happy to
report that we have already preserved
146 acres in just five years.

The Clark property was an unused
portion of Hazlewood Cemetery, one
of the township’s last large undevel-
oped tracts. Other Trust Fund pur-
chases include sensitive environmen-
tal parcels in Summit; Peterson’s Farm
in Plainfield, which is still an operat-
ing farm; and a former farmstead in
Scotch Plains.

The Esposito Farm, a former farm-
stead in Clark, was purchased in 2002.
It will be fully rehabilitated for active
recreation including baseball, soc-
cer, tennis, and skateboarding, with a
playground and a walking trail, too.
We anticipate breaking ground on the
project by summer and completing it
in 2007.

In my annual address, I also an-
nounced that the Trust Fund is work-
ing to acquire the 150-acre Clark
Reservoir. It will be restored to its
natural beauty, and we are looking at
enhancing public access with a walk-
ing path, fishing and observation piers,
and a research dock.

Land preservation is just one part of
the Trust Fund. In 2002 the Fund also
supported “Green the Streets,” which
gave $1.7 million to help create and
improve urban parks. The projects in-
cluded Hillside’s Liberty Square, the
Magnolia Avenue Playground in Eliza-
beth, and Riverside Park in Rahway.

The trust fund has also provided
$1.76 million for the popular “Field
of Dreams” program, which has
helped 19 towns refurbish athletic
fields, like Sylvester Land Memorial
Field in Roselle, Aldene Park in
Roselle Park, and the Memorial Park
Complex in Linden.

The “Kids Recreation Trust Fund”
is a part of the trust fund that has been
eagerly embraced by all 21 towns.
The Kids Fund has disbursed $2 mil-
lion for children’s athletic scholar-
ships and equipment countywide, and
for field lights in Westfield, Union,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Garwood, Summit, and Scotch Plains/
Fanwood.

Another Trust Fund program that
has received an enthusiastic response

Open Space Trust Fund a
Success for Union County

is “Preserve Union County.” It has
provided $1 million to preserve such
historic treasures as the Caldwell
Parsonage in Union, the Littel-Lord
House in Berkeley Heights, the Crane
Phillips House in Cranford, and the
Nitschke House in Kenilworth.

Springfield, Winfield, and other
towns throughout the county have
improved neighborhoods and parks
by taking up the Trust Fund on its
offer of matching tree-for-tree
plantings. So far this “Greening Union
County” program has put up $268,000
for 2,356 new trees.

Although the Trust Fund has
touched every corner of Union
County, some have suggested termi-
nating it early.

But you can’t put a price tag on
land preservation. Every acre we save
is precious to the people who live and
work in Union County, now and in
the future.

By welcoming Trust Fund pro-
grams into their communities, people
are sending a clear message. The Trust
Fund should continue its 20-year
mission to enhance recreational op-
portunities for children and adults in
Union County, improve our quality
of life, and preserve our unique heri-
tage as a cradle of American history.

County GOP Women
Set Seminar Date

CRANFORD — The Union
County Republican Women in con-
junction with the Cranford Republi-
can Committee invite county GOP
residents to a seminar on Thursday,
April 6 at 7 p.m. at the Hansen House
located at 38 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford. The program, entitled
“Campaigning with the Pros,” will
discuss how individuals can pursue
elected office, volunteer on a cam-
paign and “brush-up” on skills.

Setting up a campaign organiza-
tion, what to look for in a campaign
manager, financial management, and
developing a winning campaign
strategy are some of the topics to be
covered by noted Republican strate-
gists. Featured speakers are Susan
Jester from The Campaign Company
and Candace Straight, investment
banker and fundraiser. They will
share their experiences as campaign
planners and managers, fundraisers
and media gurus.

This free program is open to Re-
publican residents of Union County.
For more information about the event,
please contact the Union County Re-
publican Women, P. Kelly Hatfield,
President by e-mail at
kellyhatfield@comcast.net.

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.

IRISH BREWS                                            PRICE
Guiness Pub Draft 24- 14.8 oz Cans $29.99 
Guiness Stout 24-12 oz. Bottles 30.99
Guinees Pub Draft 24-12oz. Bottles 2-12 22.99 
Killian's Irish Red Ale 24-12oz. Btls 2-12 18.99 
Harp 24-12 oz. Bottles 2-12 22.99 
Bass Ale24-12oz Bottles 2-12 22.99 
Smithwick's Ale 24- 12oz Bottles 22.99 
Wexford's Irish Cream Ale 24-16oz. Cans 42.99 
Mcsorley's Ale & Black & Tan 24-12oz. Btls 17.99 
Magner's Irish Cider 24-12oz Bottles 24.99 

POTENT POTABLES
Jameson Irish Whiskey 1.75 lit $34.99 
Jameson Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 19.99 
Bushmill's Irish Whiskey 1.75 lit. 34.99 

WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.     
Free Parking We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. 
In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

CHEESES OF IRELAND                            PRICE
All Prices are by the pound unless otherwise noted

Cashel Blue $12.99
Tipperary Cheddar 6.99
Blarney 7.99
Coolea 10.99
Ardrahan 11.99
Cahill Porter 11.99

By the Piece
Boilie Irish Goat $7.99
Kerrygold Butter 3.69

All prices are valid from 3/16/06 - 3/22/06.

25% off 
ANY 12 750ML.BOTTLES OF WINE

Sale items not included.Offer valid from 03/16/06 through 03/22/06. 
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

FREE
IRISH SODA BREAD 

WITH ANY IRISH CHEESE PURCHASE.
1/2lb or more, must present coupon. Valid 03/16- 3/18/06 .

POTENT POTABLES                                  PRICE
Bushmill's Irish Whiskey 750 ml. $19.99 
John Power Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 15.99 
Bushmill's 16 Year Old Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 52.99 
Bushmill's 10 Year Old Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 31.99 
Black Bush Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 27.99 
Knappogue Castle Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 29.99 
Tyrconnel Irish Whiskey 23.99 
Bunratty Potcheen 750 ml. 15.99 
Jameson's 12 Year Old Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 29.99 
Kilbeggan Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 12.99 
Tullamore Dew Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 19.99 
Bunratty Meade 750 ml. 11.99 
Lurgashall Meade 8.99 
Michael Collins Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 22.99
Michael Collins Single Malt Irish Whiskey 750 ml. 33.99

Wear your green... save some green.
At Town & Country, value means service, savings and selection. For more than 20 years, we’ve been serving your Westfield community…and we’ve been 
rewarded with your loyalty. 
Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. In fact, our top three hundred items are ranked as the
best prices in town. 
Shop at Town & Country for cheese, gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink and be merry. What’s more, our sales 
staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”  
If you have a taste for value, visit Town & Country. We guarantee a very satisfying experience. 

Vote April 18
BOE & Budgets

Clothing Donation Bill
Sponsored by Scutari
TRENTON - The Senate approved

on Monday Bill S-597 sponsored by
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D-Linden) to
require charitable organizations that
place clothing bins in public places to
post disclosure information to dis-
courage profiteers.

“Profit organizations, claiming to
be owned by charities, have started
collecting for the needy. These groups
then sell the clothing, donate a small
portion to charity, and keep the rest.
The public has the right to know if
their charitable contributions will
actually be going to companies look-
ing to make a buck. Posting informa-
tion on donation bins gives our citi-
zens the opportunity to select what
organizations they would like to help,”
Sen. Scutari said.

If becoming law, the bill would
require organizations to post the
organization’s name, phone and ad-
dress; other organizations that ser-
vice, maintain and collects clothing
from the bin; State registration num-
ber and statement of the charitable
purpose.

Violators would be subject to up to
$10,000 in fines for the first violation
and no more than $20,000 for subse-
quent violations.

Bramnick Seeks Audit
Of State Trust Funds
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman

Jon Bramnick, District 21, is intro-
ducing legislation that would require
the State to have independent audits
of any state government fund that
exceeds $100 million.

“In the private sector, a shareholder
is entitled to an outside review of the
financial operations of the company.
In the public sector, no such review
exists. For example, the public was
unaware of the mismanagement of
the School Construction Fund until it
was too late. Every year, the governor
provides a budget address to the leg-
islature. The past budget addresses
never discussed the ongoing misman-
agement in the school construction
fund. The governor probably never
was aware of the extent of the prob-
lem because all reviews are internal.”
states Asm. Bramnick.

The audit shall include unan-
nounced performance reviews where
the persons working and managing
the fund will have a CPA representa-
tive appear unannounced to review
the efficiency of the personnel man-
aging the department

The CPA firm shall be selected by
two Democrats and two Republicans,
the majority and minority leaders of
both houses. The report would be
made public upon its completion.

fund drive. The squad needs
everyone’s help with a contribution
or volunteering of time for the squad
to continue providing emergency
medical services. The WRS provides
a first-class service, 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. It has done so for
the past 55 years.

The WRS is an all-volunteer orga-
nization. Tax-deductible contributions
can be made to: The Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad, 335 Watterson
Street, Westfield 07090. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 233-2500.


