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SIXTY CENTS

Two Incumbents, WHS Senior
Among Five Seeking BOE Seats
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Five candidates
filed Monday for three open seats on
the board education including two incumbents and an 18-year-old Westfield
High School (WHS) student.
Incumbents Anne Riegel, board
president the past two years, and Beth
Cassie are vying to win back their
seats for three more years. Board
member Kimberly Rhodes has opted
not to seek reelection.
Newcomers to the race are Jesse
Garfinkel, who will graduate this year
from WHS, Jane Clancy, 42, a mother

of seven and Douglas Stokes, 36, a
father of four.
Mr. Stokes, whose three schoolage children attend McKinley Elementary School, is a curriculum resource teacher in Edison. He also
holds a masters degree in education
from Rutgers University.
“Since I am a teacher by trade, and
since I am involved with the day to day
operations of schools…I feel that I
have a view of how schools work from
the inside.” A resident of Westfield
since 2002, Mr. Stokes said last year’s
failed school budget raised his level of
concern. As both an educator and a

BOE Discusses Budget
Increases, Program Cuts
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A regular meeting of the board of education on Tuesday included discussion of general
education, personnel and budget request items.
The board held a special meeting
Tuesday night with the town council
at the high-school library to discuss
the budget process and shared services.
District spokesman Lorre Korrecky
described the meeting as a social dinner
meeting, which “is intended for two
local bodies of government to meet and
discuss the proposed school budget and
potential shared services.” The public
could attend, as the “informal” meeting
was sunshined according the state Open
Public Meetings law.
She said in the past liaison committees of the council and board met to
discuss issues but that this was the
first time both bodies have been invited to gather and meet each other.
During Tuesday’s meeting the
board discussed the pending departure of Westfield High School Principal Dr. Robert Petix and possible
procedures for the selection process
of his replacement.
General Education consumable
supplies will total $711,786 for the
2006-07 budget cycle. Consumables,
explained Dr. Margaret Dolan, assistant superintendent of Curriculum and
Instruction, include “not only workbooks, but any instructional material
less than $1,999. Crayons, pencils
and furniture are included in there.”
There is also a proposal to increase
teaching staff from 500 to 503.4 under the general education section of
the budget. Total special education
staff members will increase from
143.6 to 151.1, and non-instructional
staff will remain the same, at 128.8.
The district number for other instructional staff, such as principals, librarians, nurses, guidance, child study
team members, supervisors, superintendent and athletic director will remain the same, at 92.5.
The district staff totals will increase
from 864.5 to 875.8. Some of the
increases have already gone into effect due to enrollment projections.
Elementary salaries will increase by
6.99 percent, due in part to a proposal to
hire four new teachers. Intermediate
school salaries will increase at .55 percent, and high school salaries have a
projected increase of .91 percent. Other
instructional salaries such as home instruction, basic skills and ESL teachers
will increase by 8.13 percent.
“This increase is due to a $50,000
staff member being replaced by a
$70,000 staff member,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley said.
Some possible budget reductions
presented to the board as
“Superintendent’s Recommendations” are Saturday Science, one
eighth-grade field hockey coach, intermediate and high-school

intramurals stipend positions, a highschool elective, special area teacher,
Jefferson School trailer, virtual high
school and others.
“These reductions put board members in a very uncomfortable position. It seems very random to me, I
don’t feel comfortable supporting
these,” board member Beth Cassie
commented.
In other business, the board briefly
discussed the challenges of finding a
new high-school principal.
The next board of education meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March
7 at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.

taxpayer, he said he understands the
pressures on both the schools and the
citizens and hopes to bridge that gap.
He said he wants to use his expertise to
“help make Westfield schools as great
as they can be.”
He said he would like to tackle class
size, overall academics with an emphasis on technology and “community engagement.” He wants to enhance communication with senior citizens and
the town council and join forces with
the department of recreation to offer
summer enrichment programs.
Mrs. Clancy, a 21-year resident,
has two children who graduated from
the Westfield school system, one child
currently at the high school, two at
Edison Intermediate School and two
at Tamaques Elementary school.
“I’ve been involved with the Westfield
school system the whole time we’ve
lived here, and I’m very impressed,”
she said. “I’d like to be part of it and see
what I can do to enhance what we
have.” She added, “I consider myself an
average concerned citizen.”
Mrs. Clancy, whose husband, Bob,
grew up in Westfield, is an assistant
kindergarten teacher at Presbyterian
Nursery School, religious school
teacher, girl scout leader, member of
the district’s citizen advisory committee and has served on the PTO
board at Tamaques.
“I’m always involved so I know what
time commitment entails,” she said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

DWC Seeks To ‘Redefine
Partnership’ With Town
By MICHAEL J POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday’s meeting of the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC), Chairman David
Martone sought to “redefine” the
DWC’s commitment and partnership
with the town.
Mr. Martone, who owns the Classic
Thyme establishment, said he wants
people to “understand what comes out
of this organization.” He spoke of
changing “how we’re perceived and
removing the uncertainties of the perception.” Using the words of President
John F. Kennedy as a model, he said,
“We’re all striving for the same thing.
We need to change and renew our
relationship with the town.”
Mr. Martone gave an overall budget
review after the meeting with the town
council’s Finance Policy Committee,
headed by First Ward Councilman Peter Echausse. He said the DWC presented its operating budget and made
its capital requests. Last year, Mr.
Martone said, the council awarded the
DWC $75,000 to create a streetscape
plan with “some hard numbers guaranteed by an engineering firm.” Mr.
Martone said the DWC at the budget
meetings presented a six-year plan for
streetscapes to be phased in.
“We gave some creative financing
ideas to make this more palatable at a
time when money is tight,” Mr. Martone
said. “We wanted to keep the budget
flat, but we felt there were some areas
where we needed more emphasis, and
one was the façade grant program.”
Some of the façade programs on
tap include “high visibility, high impact projects” on South Avenue at the
Tudor Building, which used to house
a coffee shop and bicycle business.
Mr. Martone noted that the town
requested that the DWC pay back
some items appropriated to them over
the last year pertaining to their website
and “partner up with the $75,000
plan.”
“Initially, when someone asks you
for money, you resist, but we looked at
this as trying to redefine this partnership. Rather than talking about why

we should or shouldn’t, we said, ‘let’s
look at this positively. Let’s see how
we can help better lay the groundwork
to partnering more with the town.’”
Representatives from the town council reported that the finance committee
“unanimously recommended moving
forward with phase one,” said Town
administrator Jim Gildea. He said the
plan is contingent upon the firm of Christopher Statile meeting with the council
and going through “all of the elements of
what phase one incorporates.”
The downtown improvement plan
includes work on the South Avenue
station square, Central Avenue corridor, integration of parking lot improvements, pedestrian walkways,
new street lighting fixtures, brick
pavers, new trees protected by iron
fencing and a downtown sidewalk
replacement plan.
Representing the town council, First
Ward Councilman Sal Caruana said
that at this stage, “the finance committee is going to recommend that the
council adopt the first phase of the
improvement plan on a 50/50 basis.
The financing goal for phase two should
be a three-way partnership between the
town, the DWC and the grants.”
In other matters, Executive Director
Sherry Cronin said so far, the DWC has
spent most of its money on organizational expenses, which is expected because most promotions haven’t started
yet. Thus far, the group has spent
$15,487.49 of an allotted $390, 970.
In terms of promotions, Ms. Cronin
announced that this month represents
March for the Arts, an effort to appreciate the arts in Westfield, as artwork is
displayed in local stores. The Newark
Museum will offer Westfield Community Day on Sunday, March 26, where
the museum is offering free admission.
In addition, to “promote commerce
during a slow period,” from March 15
to April 15, the DWC is holding a ‘W
dollar’ promotion similar to the WAM
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By GINA LEVY

BRINGINING IN BIG GUNS…Senator John McCain of Arizona, left, campaigns for State Senator and U.S. Senate candidate Tom Kean, Jr. at a fundraiser
Sunday at the Short Hills Hilton.

Councilman Echausse Addresses
Five ‘Budget Busters’ in 2006
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During Tuesday’s
council meeting, committee chairs gave
updates to the council on complications operating during a statewide “fiscal imbalance,” traffic hot spots, combating McMansions and the new roads
to be repaired in 2006, respectively. For
the second straight week, Third Ward
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca led the
council as acting mayor.
First Ward Councilman and Finance
Policy Committee Chairman Peter
Echausse directed attention to the “fiscal imbalance in Trenton,” combining
a $1 billion operating budget and under-funded pensions. He said that state
aid equates to 12 or 13 percent of the
town’s municipal budget, but it has
been flat since 2002 and can’t significantly pare down the budget. He cited
five “budget busters” to property taxes,
including the police and fire employees’ retirement system, assessment of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority, library expenditures mandated by

MOUNTAINSIDE – Four residents, including one incumbent filed
Monday for two seats on the borough’s
board of education.
Incumbent MaryBeth Schaumberg
will defend her seat on the board although veteran board member Patricia
Knodel, will not seek reelection. Also
seeking seats are Cathy Jakositz,
Geraldene Duswalt and Joseph
Tinnirella.
Mr. Tinnirella, 43, has two children, both at Deerfield School.
“I really have a strong commitment
to youth,” said the resident of nine
years. “I am a fervent believer that
you have to have a solid educational
foundation.
“I think we have a good educa-

the state and health insurance.
To further clarify, Councilman
Echausse told The Westfield Leader,
“the state has not under-funded the
pension system. It’s really that the
investment performance of the pension systems (i.e. investment losses)
over the past three years, coupled
with increasing benefits, has resulted
in the pension systems being under
funded by billions of dollars. During
the late 1990s, the pension systems
were over-funded, which provided
budgetary relief to local municipalities. Local governments now need to
contribute to these municipal pension plans in order to make up the
multi-billion pension deficits.”
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee Chairman and
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
spoke of the eight traffic hot spots,
particularly Franklin and McKinley
Elementary Schools, where he said
improvements are on schedule for
Saturday,April 1. In addition,
McKinley School will see the addi-

RVSA, Pension Costs, Flat Aid
Expected to Hike Mun. Taxes
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council Finance Committee is
facing $1.3 million in mandated and
fixed costs, as well as lower revenue
projections. In addition, the town will
not learn of state aid figures until
after Governor Jon Corzine’s budget
address on March 12.
“There are four or five big areas
that are big negative effects in 2006,”
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
in an interview last week.
He explained that pensions, health
insurance, the annual Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) assessment and a significant hike in the
mandatory expenditure to the
Westfield Memorial Library are driving up costs this year. For the third
consecutive year state aid is expected
to remain flat at $4.2 million. State
aid for 2005 was as follows: energy
receipts tax, $2,137,925; supplemental energy receipts tax, $93,967 and

4 File For 2 MS BOE Seats;
Pat Knodel Will Not Run
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Courtesy of Westfield Fire Department

ASSISTING MOTORIST…Westfield firefighters work to free a trapped motorist from a Jeep Cherokee after the vehicle
overturned following a Monday morning accident at Westfield Avenue and Washington Street. The driver was taken to
University Hospital in Newark.

tional offering, but it can’t be stagnant. It’s got to constantly be better.”
Mr. Tinnirella, who has served on
the board of directors for the
Mountainside Police Athletic League
and as a Boy Scout leader, stressed the
importance of fiscal responsibility.
“You have to understand how to get
the maximum value for your money.
You have to be willing to listen and
learn,” Mr. Tinnirella said.
He said he has seen a lot of “positive momentum” on the board, which
motivated him to run. A management
consultant who specializes in Internet
technology strategy, he said, “My living is earned by assessing a situation,
determining a strategy and implementing a plan.” He said if elected, he
plans to apply the same strategy.
“That’s what pays my mortgage.”

Consolidated Municipal Property Tax
Relief Aid allocation, $1,986,685 for
a total of $4,218,577.
“We are fortunate that we are at a
good fiscal position to offset to some
of these challenges,” Finance Committee Chairman Peter Echausse said.
“But I don’t see a silver bullet coming
to the town from Trenton.”
Last year’s adopted budget was
$32,359,504 with a tax levy of
$17,575,345. Spending in 2005 was
up $2.2 million with the tax levy
increase of $1.1 million. This year’s
municipal budget will be unveiled to
the full council on Tuesday, March 7.
Fifty-one percent of the budget is for
salaries and wages.
The town is already anticipating
significant hikes in the county tax. As
of now, Westfield taxpayers would
see an increase of $71 for an average
county tax bill of $2,190, the second
highest in the county, to support a
$228-million tax levy. The entire budget, which officials have said will be
trimmed by $6 million, is $413 million. The local school budget will be
unveiled on Tuesday, March 7.
Fire and police pensions are up
$392,000, while costs for employees
in the Public Employees Retirement
System are increasing $84,000.
Health insurance costs are up
$337,000 over last year. “About four
years ago, when the state was having
its budgetary problems, one of the
ways that gave relief to municipalities was to look at the entire statewide
pension system. At that time, the pension was over-funded. Because the
state was going through dramatic financial challenges, because they
couldn’t give us an increase in state
aid, what they said was ‘since our
pension systems are over-funded, you
don’t have to fund the pension sysCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

tion of a temporary crossing guard by
April 1.
The councilman mentioned that he
had met with Police Chief John
Parizeau before the meeting and said
the position of parking director, previously held by John Morgan, will be
“divided in responsibility and centralized, with three or four officers
pooling their strengths together.”
Acting Mayor Ciarrocca noted that
Detective Sergeant John Rowe would
take over many of the responsibilities
of Captain Morgan.
Code Review and Town Property
Committee Chairman and Fourth
Ward Councilman Jim Foerst said his
committee would introduce three initiatives to “restrict McMansions.” He
mentioned legislation to change the
floor-to-area ratio, which pertains to
a home’s volume, addressing aesthetic
and safety issues, including fencing,
Porto johns and other quality of life
concerns, and assisting the tree preservation and building departments.
Public Works Committee Chairman and Second Ward Councilwoman
Jo Ann Neylan said the 2006 road list
is being finalized. Because of the
impending budget crunch, the committee is taking a “less aggressive
approach” as compared to last year’s
$2 million investment in road upkeep. This year’s list of roads to be
repaired includes: Prospect Street,
Ferris Place, Karen Terrace, Mountain View Terrace, Boulevard,
Codding Road, Lynwood Place and
Hyslip Avenue. Holdovers include:
North Chestnut Street, Scotch Plains,
Hillside, Kimball and Highland AvCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Overdose Kills
Westfield Man
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A 30-year-old man
was found dead last week at his residence at an apartment complex in the
1000 block of Central Avenue from
what authorities confirmed was a drug
overdose.
Police discovered the man, identified as Erik Graber, after receiving a
report at 7:30 a.m. on February 22
regarding an unconscious man at the
Duncan Hill Apartments, according
to Sergeant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department.
Sergeant Rodger told The Westfield
Leader Tuesday that police were called
by a neighbor of the deceased who had
been alerted to the situation by Mr.
Graber’s four-year-old daughter, who
lived with him. Mr. Graber was found
dead by police who arrived at the
scene, Sergeant Rodger said.
Although the cause of death was
determined to be a drug overdose,
Sergeant Rodger said it had not yet
been confirmed exactly what type of
substance was involved.
The sergeant said he did not know
how long Mr. Graber had lived in
Westfield. He stated that the child’s
grandmother flew in from Minnesota
and had taken custody of her.
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GW Council Looks at
Ordinances, Senior Program
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Mayor Dennis
McCarthy and the Borough Council focused on multiple ordinances at their regular meeting on Tuesday at Borough Hall.
The three approved ordinances were
administrative or procedural in nature, and
they examined a measure that appropriates
$18,000 from the borough’s capital improvement fund to finance the purchase of
computer equipment for the public library.
Council President Kathleen Villaggio
said most of the computer equipment presently in service at the library is “antiquated
and obsolete” and overdue for replacement.
“This (capital fund) appropriation includes training, as well as hardware and
software for the library,” she said.
“It’ll help bring the library into the 21st
century,” said Mayor McCarthy.
Councilman Walter Tucker reported
on a recent recommendation from the
borough’s parking committee to draft an
ordinance addressing parking concerns
in the 300 block of 2nd and Willow Avenues. “This area needs parking relief due
to non-residents parking there,” he said.
The parking committee recommended
creating two-hour, un-metered parking
zones that would apply from 10 a.m. until
2 p.m. on weekdays, excluding holidays.
Under this proposed ordinance, he said
households would be issued parking decals
at no cost once they show proof of residency
and vehicle registration. “There will also be
temporary or guest permits issued for up to
30 days,” he said. “In addition, a flyer would
be sent out to residents prior to any action

taken by the council.”
The mayor and council authorized the
borough’s attorney to begin preparing an
ordinance with an eye toward scheduling
a public hearing in the near future.
Local resident Anne Leonard, during the
public hearing portion of the meeting, suggested that the borough look into the potential impact of the proposed parking restriction on employees of two local businesses
and the post office who currently park along
2nd or Willow Avenues during the day.
Police Chief William Legg reported that
the borough will look into joining a seniorcitizen reassurance program, which would
enable local seniors to arrange to be contacted or call in once a day to ensure that
they are safe and in good spirits.
Chief Legg explained that neighboring
Cranford currently offers such a program,
but Cranford’s police department has two
dispatchers, one of whom is available to
handle the senior reassurance program at all
times. He said that is not an option in
Garwood, which has only one dispatcher.
However, the chief said Council President Villaggio has researched a similar
program run by the nearby Catholic Charities that Garwood could join for free. The
mayor and council agreed to pursue joining the program and publicizing it in the
borough’s newsletter and at the next senior-citizens committee meeting.
“We currently have about 100 members
on our senior citizens committee, but that’s
not including seniors who don’t or can’t get
out of the house,” said Chief Legg. “This
would be a good program for the borough to
have, and it doesn’t cost anything.”

WF BOE Candidates
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

She said it would be “interesting” to run
against a high-school student. “An 18-yearold can add a perspective that is different
from someone who has been through it.”
Mr. Garfinkel said that is exactly why
he’s running. “The main reason I’m running is because a different perspective on
the board could do such good,” he said,
adding that having a student on the board
could ultimately save taxpayers money
because he can help guide the budget
more efficiently.
“Public policy is not just an interest to
me, it’s a passion,” he said, adding that he
flips on C-SPAN when he gets home from
school. “To me it’s just as important to
campaign and bring the kids out and get
them involved.”
Mr. Garfinkel is the president of the
Model United Nations club, has served as
a class representative, is on the Academic
Challenge Quiz Bowl Team and plays
Varsity Lacrosse.
Asked whether he would be around
after graduation to fulfill his duties on the
board, should he win, or if he would be
away at college, Mr. Garfinkel responded,
“if at any time I would make a determination that I would not serve if elected, I
would withdraw from the race. It’s not
fair to the voters.”
His first-choice school is Georgetown,
but he would stay local if elected.
Mrs. Riegel, who has one child at Edison
and another at WHS, is running for her third
term. Balancing enrollment, passage of the
school budget and choosing a newWHS
principal after Dr. Robert Petix retires in
June are her top priorities if re-elected. She
said another personal goal is to “make sure
that we’re meeting the needs of kids well.”
As a member of the curriculum committee, she said, “we have an atmosphere
that our staff wants to create a good fundamentally sound curriculum.”
Mrs. Riegel said last year’s budget
defeat and “overall funding issues” have
been the biggest challenge. “We get very
little state aid. We know that taxes continue to burden people.”
She added that one positive result of last
year’s school budget defeat is the amount
of community input it has generated.
Mrs. Cassie, who has two children at
Franklin, is running for her second threeyear term. As chair of the citizens advisory committee, she said it is important to
her to see the “enrollment issue resolved
with a good working plan as opposed to a
bunch of temporary solutions.”
“I feel an obligation to the community
to see that through,” said Mrs. Cassie, an
eight-year resident.
The search for a new WHS principal is

also an important issue to Mrs. Cassie. “It
is one of the most important things a
board will be involved in,” she stated.
“The high school is the crowned jewel.
We need to have a great person there.”
Mrs. Cassie has served on every committee except for policy, so she said she has
a good understanding of the community.
“Both of my parents were public-school
teachers, so school is in my blood,” she said.
“At the end of the day, I look at it as what
have we done to make our community a
better place. If I can do that, I’d be happy.”
The deadline for candidates to withdraw
is Monday, March 6. They will draw for
ballot positions on Wednesday, March 8.

POLICE BLOTTER

BENEFITING MOUNTAINSIDE...Borough Mayor Robert Viglianti (right) poses
with members of the newly-formed Blanche and George Watts Mountainside Community Foundation, a $3.5 million fund which will award annual grants of $140,000.

Former Residents Establish
MS Benefit Foundation
MOUNTAINSIDE – Former
Mountainside residents Blanche and
George Watts have established a foundation to benefit the borough. Announced
to the public at the borough’s annual
reorganization meeting, the concept behind the foundation is to aid organizations delivering services to Mountainside
residents, whether based in Mountainside
or not. Patterned after a community foundation, the organization will not only
solicit grant requests but also entertain
funding initiatives to meet community
needs. To be funded with approximately
$3.5 million, the foundation anticipates
making grants each year in excess of
$140,000.
Benefactors Mr. and Mrs. Watts lived
at 375 Short Drive, Mountainside for
more than 50 years. Blanche is a retired
teacher of stenography and business
courses in the Newark Public School system, and George has retired from a career
at Western Electric, the manufacturing
arm of the old Bell Telephone System.
Although they enjoy traveling, for the
most part the couple led frugal lives and
in so doing literally became the “millionaires next door.”
The couple’s attorney, Thomas C.
Phelan, said the idea for the foundation
arose during the estate planning process.
The couple has no children, nieces or
nephews. Blanche has one sister but no
other close family members. After pro-

viding for her sister, they were at a loss for
what to do with the remainder of their
estates. The couple talked about how much
they enjoyed living in Mountainside and
how much the services available in town
meant to them. Doing something to assist
those services was the natural evolution
of that discussion.
A committee of nine trustees has been
organized to direct the foundation, which is
to be called the Blanche M. and George L.
Watts Mountainside Community Foundation. At the organizational meeting Nicholas Bradshaw was elected president. Jack
Clifford, Bart Barre and Dewey Moser, will
serve as vice-president, secretary and treasurer, respectively. Susan Winans will serve
as the chairman of the grants committee.
The other trustees are John Amalfe, Christopher Belden, Patricia Connelly and Vasy
Honecker. All trustees are active residents
of the Mountainside Community.
The first grant of the foundation will be a
gift to the borough of a handicappedequipped community bus. Grants may be
made only to tax-exempt organizations, not
to individuals.
Applications for grants may be obtained
at the municipal building and at the library.

WF Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

enues and sections of Forest and

WF Municipal Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tem,” explained Councilman Echausse.
Mr. Gildea said the town did make
contributions for New Jersey Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System in 2002 and
2003. Likewise, Westfield did not contribute to PERS in 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004.
Councilman Echausse said that the state
told towns they could gradually come back
to 100 percent of fully funding pensions.
“But we knew those liabilities would
start hitting our budget again and we were
fearful that the state could come back and
say boom, you’re going to pay a 100percent liability,” he said.
Under state regulations, Mr. Gildea said
the town must pick up 60 percent of its
allocation for police and fire pensions
(PFRS) and 40 percent for PERS.
The town’s annual RVSA assessment
is up $310,000 to $1.9 million as the
facility is the midge of a court-mandated
$137 million upgrade.
Under state law the town is mandated
to fund the library a total appropriation
this year of $2,079,000, an increase of
$205,000 over last year. Mr. Gildea said
the cost is based on one-third of a penny
times the market value of the town. The
library assessment has risen from $1.5
million in 2003, $1.7 million in 2004 and
$1.87 million in 2005.
“So in a three-year time frame the
library’s budget has gone up $600,000,”
said Councilman Echausse. “And there is
nothing that we as a council can do because
of state law. We are required to give them
the minimum amount under the statute.”
Mr. Gildea said the town has negotiated
with the library board the past few years to
have them use their capital reserve budget
reimburse the town for capital projects
such the replacement of its roof.
On the revenue side of the budget, Mr.

Call me today to hear about these new
optional features: New Car Replacement,
Accident Forgiveness and Deductible Rewards.

(908) 301-0711
Ron Bansky
715 CENTRAL AVENUE - SUITE 10
WESTFIELD
RONBANSKY@ALLSTATE.COM

Features are optional and subject to terms, conditions and availability. Deductible rewards apply to collision coverage. Patent Pending.
Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2005 Allstate Insurance Company.
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Gildea said the projected $700,000 in
revenue in the 2005 budget from municipal court fees fell $170,000 short at
$530,000. Mr. Gildea noted that the state
receives $13.50 for every $20 parking
summonses issued by the town, which
reduces the town’s revenue stream.
“It used to be a 60-40 split. The town
kept 60 percent of the ticket and the state
kept 40. Now it’s just reversed. The state
keeps that money,” Mr. Gildea said. “On
the revenue side (of the budget), we are
losing revenue to our own state which is
not giving the money back in aid.”
Mr. Gildea said the main revenue sources
for the town are: court costs, parking revenue, building and construction code fees,
state aid, grants and property taxes. Recreation fees pay for programs offered. He
said the department’s budget, excluding
salaries and wages, is $20,000.
The Westfield Regional Health Department budget is allocated among the seven
member towns based on population and
services utilized. The department’s costs
are offset by member town allocations.
Member towns are: Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence, Roselle
Park, Springfield and Westfield.
“Westfield regional (health department) is known as one of the best in the
state,” said Mr. Gildea, adding that the
town is looking for further expansion. “It
serves a lot of costs for the town yet the
town has direct services” such as flu shots,
blood drives and nursing services.
Mr. Gildea said he has looked at each
department’s operating budget for decreases,
consolidation of costs and positions, shared
services with other towns and the local
school board. Councilman Echausse said
the committee has met six times since mid
January to meet with department heads.

Lennox Avenues, Webster Place, Terrace Place and Boulevard. She announced
again the council’s intention to have four
workers from the Department of Public
Works assist the Recreation Department
in a field-maintenance capacity.
During public comment, former councilman Kenneth MacRitchie estimated
that the “total municipal expenditures” in
the Detective Sandra Chambers matter,
including salary and benefits while on
paid suspension, “were about $80,000.”
Mr. MacRitchie said, “For a claim to be
pursued by the town at great expense,
there must be something the town gets in
return. In this case, the town didn’t get
anything in return; the money just went
out the window.”
Town Administrator Jim Gildea responded, “I’m not sure the town didn’t
get anything in return, especially with a
police matter. The legal expenses by themselves for the time period were actually
very low. The salary and wages were
budgeted for already. To suspend her
without pay would not be appropriate.
The issue is behind us and she’s returned
to work with the new chief.”
Councilman Caruana disagreed with
Mr. Macritchie’s conclusion. “Whenever
there are allegations involving the honesty and integrity of town employees,
most importantly our police department,
which we rely on to enforce the law, those
allegations should be investigated.”
The council began the meeting by awarding proclamations to McKinley Principal
Claudia Andreski for her role in Read
Across America, an initiative being taken
today on what would be Dr. Seuss’s 102nd
birthday. Acting Mayor Ciarrocca also
lauded the volunteer rescue squad after
serving more than 30,000 hours and handling upwards of 2,423 calls last year. The
acting mayor also bestowed a resolution
on the Westfield-Mountainside Red Cross,
which is celebrating its 88th anniversary.

Westfield
Friday, February 17, a motor vehicle was
vandalized while parked at a business in the
600 block of North Avenue. Someone ran a
sharp object along both sides of the vehicle,
leaving deep scratches in the paint.
Friday, February 17, a resident of the
2000 block of Grandview Avenue reported his unlocked motor vehicle was
burglarized while parked in his driveway.
Ten dollars in assorted change was removed from the vehicle.
Friday, February 17, Bernard Jennings,
49, of Plainfield was arrested in the 200
block of Elm Street for shoplifting razor
blades from an Elm Street grocery store
and on outstanding criminal warrants from
Garwood and North Hunterdon and a traffic warrant from Fanwood. Jennings was
released with a summons on the shoplifting charge and released on his own recognizance on each of the warrants.
Saturday, February 18, someone threw
two rocks through the front window of an
unoccupied home in the 100 block of Lincoln Road, causing the window to shatter.
Sunday, February 19, Michael Macalle,
39, of Westfield was arrested on an outstanding Plainfield traffic warrant following a motor vehicle stop at South and
Central Avenues. Macalle posted the $127
bail and was released.
Monday, February 20, Michael Frio,
27, of Westfield was arrested at South and
Windsor Avenues and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI). He was
later released to a responsible individual.
Monday, February 20, a North Euclid
Avenue resident reported that her home
was burglarized. One or more individuals
apparently gained entry through a basement window, after which the master
bedroom was ransacked and an undetermined amount of jewelry was taken.
Monday, February 20, Thomas J.
Cunningham, 46, of Garwood was arrested
in the 200 block of East North Avenue and
charged with obstructing justice for allegedly attempting to elude police nvestigating
a suspicious person report. Police also
discovered Cunningham was wanted on a
no-bail Union County Sheriff’s Department warrant and turned him over to
Sheriff’s department authorities.
Wednesday, February 22, Randy Roane,
41, of Plainfield was arrested at the Port
Authority Police Station on outstanding
traffic warrants from Westfield and
Dunellen. Bail for both was set at $500. He
was transported to the county jail.
Thursday, February 23, Kenneth Pope,
29, of Newark was arrested at South Avenue and Cacciola Place and charged

DWC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

coin in the past. For every $10 spent, a
person will earn one ‘W dollar’ to be used
as cash at participating stores. So far, 20
businesses have agreed to participate.
The DWC is discussing giving people
who pick up free Newark Museum tickets
five ‘W dollars.’ At the end of the promotion, the net of whatever merchants give
out or take in is redeemed by the DWC.
After a question by resident Kathy
Solomon, Mr. Martone corrected the perception that Stop and Shop bought both
buildings adjacent to it. He said that Stop
and Shop purchased the land their business sits on and the parking lot space
when it bought out its land lease. They
have interest in acquiring adjacent space”
and redesigning the building.

with hindering apprehension for allegedly giving police a false name and date
of birth. He also was arrested on outstanding criminal warrants from Newark, for
$500, and Livingston, for $305. Pope was
committed in default of bail.
Thursday, February 23, Antwan D. Clark,
23, of Linden posted bail on a $500 Westfield
traffic warrant after surrendering himself.
Thursday, February 23, Nicole Wiley,
38, of East Orange was arrested at the
Somerset County jail on open warrants
from Westfield for $691, and Paramus for
$355. She was committed to the county jail.
Friday, February 24, Alan Ozdamar,
18, of Westfield posted bail on an outstanding $300 Union traffic warrant after
turning himself in at Westfield police
headquarters.
Saturday, February 25, Jennifer
Corisdeo, 23, of Piscataway was arrested
in the 800 block of East Broad Street and
charged with DWI and with refusal to
submit to chemical testing. She was later
released to a responsible individual.
Saturday, February 25, Darren
Certosimo, 41, of Newark was arrested in
the 10 block of Prospect Street on contempt of court warrants from Mount Olive, for $1,000; Hackensack, for $500;
Washington Township, for $500, and
Newark, for $450. Certosimo was turned
over to Mount Olive authorities.
Saturday, February 25, Scott Diaz, 19,
of Clark was arrested at Lenox and Central
Avenues and charged with DWI and with
possession of alcohol underage. He was
later released to a responsible individual.
Scotch Plains
Monday, February 20, David Rozar, 42,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with resisting arrest following a police
investigation into criminal activity that
occurred in Warren. According to police,
Rozar attempted to flee from police during
questioning. He was processed and released to the Warren Police Department.
Tuesday, February 21, a resident of
Fenimore Drive reported being the victim
of harassment, stating that an unknown
person or persons telephoned him and used
offensive language before hanging up.
Thursday, February 23, a resident of
Front Street reported being the victim of
a hit-and-run. The victim stated an unknown person struck her motor vehicle
while it was parked in front of her house
and left without reporting the incident.
Saturday, February 25, a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School reported being the victim of harassment,
saying a classmate threatened to hit him.
The incident is under investigation.
Saturday, February 25, a resident of
Canterbury Drive reported being the victim of criminal mischief. The victim stated
someone struck his motor vehicle, which
was parked in front of his house, with a soft
drink bottle, causing damage to the mirror.
Fanwood
Wednesday, February 22, Juliette L.
Johnson, 43, of Scotch Plains was arrested in the 200 block of South Avenue
on numerous outstanding warrants after a
field investigation.
Monday, February 27, James L. Bass,
29, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at
Third Street on a no-bail warrant. He also
was charged with hindering apprehension.
Monday, February 27, Paul G.
Kamichoff, 30, of Rahway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Midway
Avenue at Forest Road that revealed outstanding warrants. He also was charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) and drug paraphernalia.

Authorities Seek Murder
Suspect, Request Public’s Help
HILLSIDE — Union County authorities Tuesday released a sketch of the man
believed responsible for a murder in Hillside over the weekend.
Detectives from the Hillside and Union
County Prosecutor’s Office are attempting
to identify the suspect, a black male approximately 25 to 30 years of age who was
spotted running off to a waiting getaway
car, believed to be a black Acura TL either
2002 or 2003, around 9:47 p.m. on Friday.
“We want to bring this killer, the person responsible for this terrible tragedy to
justice,” said Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow, who said the shooting may
have occurred during an attempted
carjacking of the victim’s vehicle. The
gunman had a light complexion, stood
about 6 feet tall weighing 190 pounds
with an athletic build and wore a black hat
with a visor and earflaps, a black coat,
black pants and black hi-top shoes or
sneakers. “Someone who recognizes the
face, the clothing, should take a minute
and call to tell us what they know.”
Those with information should contact
the Hillside detective bureau at (973) 9265800 or use the 24-hour Crimestoppers
hotline number at (908) 654-TIPS.
Richard Plinio, 42, died at around 1:30
a.m. Saturday after being shot in the chest

after getting out of his Jeep Grand Cherokee in front of his home on Wilder Street
two blocks off Broad Street near the Elizabeth border.
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6 Candidates Vie for 3 SP Seats
On BOE; Russo Seeks 1-Yr. Term
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Three incumbents representing Scotch Plains on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education and three other township
residents are vying for three seats on
the board of education.
In addition, nine-year incumbent
Thomas Russo is running unopposed
for a one-year term left open when
former board member Lance Porter
stepped down last year.
All four seats up this year are from
Scotch Plains. There are no Fanwood

seats up this year.
Incumbents Linda Nelson, board
president,
Norman
“Trip”
Whitehouse and Betty Anne
Woerner all filed petitions to seek
three-year terms. Julius Shapiro,
David Gorbunoff and George
Gowen are challenging them. As of
Tuesday afternoon, there was one
more application still being reviewed by the business office.
Mr. Russo, a graduate of the SP-F
school system, said he is running for
the one-year term to take care of
some unfinished business, such as

though he said “we need to do something for our seniors.”
In other business, the mayor commented on the decision two weeks
ago by the Union County Freeholders
to withdraw its plans to lease the 23acre Sevell property on Cooper Road
to a private company so that it could
be turned into an education farm.
Several hundred residents attended a
planning board meeting three days
earlier to raise objections. The following evening, in the wake of the

contract negotiations with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Association.
“It’s very important that we agree
to a contract that’s fair to both our
staff and to the community, he said.
Mr. Russo added that he also wants
to aid in the search for the new Terrill
Middle School principal. “It’s important that we maintain the strongest
administrative staff that we possibly
can.”
Mr. Russo has two sons; one is a
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) and the other
is a junior.
If re-elected, it will be his 10th
year– “a nice round number,” he said.
Mrs. Woerner, who is finishing her
first term, said her financial background is an asset to the board.
A chief financial officer for a
children’s non-profit organization,
Mrs. Woerner said finances are an
important issue facing the board:
“(The) property tax is way too high
and yet our school board and many
others are not getting funds from the
state to meet mandates. It’s the ‘perfect storm.’”
She stressed that there is a big
“financial challenge” ahead for the
board.
A working mother, Mrs. Woerner

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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S. Plains Council Debates
Senior, Community Centers
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two months
after including it among his initiatives for the new year, Mayor Martin
Marks on Tuesday said that, at present,
“there is not a consensus” among
members of the township council “to
move forward” with construction of a
community center, although he said a
senior meeting facility was something that needs to be pursued.
At the council’s regular meeting,
the mayor said both projects were
being approached “very cautiously,”
given the costs and location issues
involved. In his January 3 address
laying out his 2006 agenda, Mayor
Marks favored both a new senior and
a community center, although the
details of where it would be located
and what such a building would entail
have not yet been made public.
The mayor told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times in January that a new
facility could be based at Brookside
Park, although he did not rule out the
possibility of it being situated at the
library in conjunction with a facility
expansion there.
Recreation Director Ray Poerio told
The Times several weeks ago that he
and the township recreation commission “certainly understand the dollars involved with such a project and
will work very closely with the council to determine what the needs are
for the overall community.” He had
expressed his hope that final decisions could be made this year, so that
construction could start later this year
or in 2007.
It’s unclear where any new community center now stands, given the
mayor’s comments on Tuesday. As
for a new senior-citizens center, the
mayor said it still not known where it
would be located. “We will take this
slowly and cautiously,” he said, al-

Gatorade Contents Burn Park
Student, Police Investigate
By MICHAEL J POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Last Wednesday, a sixth grade student at Scotch
Plains’ Park Middle School suffered
burns to the insides of her mouth caused
by tasting a chemical substance in her
drink. Though she bought a sports beverage, according to Detective Sergeant
Brian Donnelly, she “recognized the
foreign substance and spit out.” Eventually, she went to Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center, where she was treated
for burns and irritation to the mouth.
Within two hours, she returned to school.
“We are investigating how the substance got in the bottle,” Sergeant
Donnelly. “We’ve sent the substance
to the state police lab to see what it is.
We are treating it as criminal.”
Saying he is dealing with the manufacturer and the food service provider, the student, who bought the
drink in the noisy cafeteria, said she
didn’t “know definitively” if the bottle
was completely sealed.
Sergeant Donnelly said the smell
was “was consistent with a cleaning
agent. It had a cleaning type smell.

Staggard Pl., Goddard
School Hearings Resume
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustment heard the continuation of an
application for the redevelopment of
two properties on Staggard Place at
its regular monthly meeting on February 22. The application, submitted
by Primavera Parkview LLC, proposes to construct 19 townhouses
adjacent to a residential neighborhood.
The developer has applied for use
variances for the two lots, located at
28 and 36 Staggard Place. Zoned for
light industrial (LI), the two properties, each developed with a singlefamily house and a freestanding garage, are sandwiched between a commercial zone that fronts onto South
Avenue and a residential zone that
fronts onto LaGrande Avenue.

The townhouses would be situated
across the street from five singlefamily homes and would abut the
backyards of four other single-family
homes that front onto LaGrande Avenue.
Last year, residents requested that
the borough council rezone these two
properties from LI to R-75. A report
written by the board’s planning consultant, T&M Associates, was sent to
the borough council recommending
the zoning change.
Council member Jack Molenaar
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that “whether the zoning is
light industrial (existing) or R-75 (as
proposed by the planning board),
townhouses are not allowed and,
therefore, need a use variance. Therefore, the rezoning has no impact on
this existing application whatsoever.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LET THERE BE LUNCH...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella of Fanwood stand in the new kitchen of the
Forest Road Park Senior Citizen Community Center upon the kitchen’s official
opening on Monday.

The color in the bottle was not the
same as what was advertised.”
Park employs Pomptonian Food
Services to manage operations for
the cafeteria, hire staff and purchase
food. Cathy Penna of Pomptonian
assured the public that procedures
were implemented to work with the
school administration and local police to “ensure the safety of the students. Precautions are in place.”
Because the investigation is ongoing, she didn’t want to disclose what
measures are being taken specifically.
She did confirm that the substance was
discovered in a Gatorade bottle and that
the company has contacted PepsiCola
directly regarding safety measures.
Heather Mitchell, spokesperson for
The Gatorade Company, released a
statement in response to the incident.
“Our concern when we first heard
of this situation was the safety of the
student and we were pleased to hear
that she was back in school the same
day,” Ms. Mitchell’s statement read.
“The police believe that the product
was somehow compromised after it
left our control; based on the integrity
and quality standards of our production processes, we are confident that
this is an isolated incident. State and
local law enforcement authorities
continue to investigate this situation
and The Gatorade Company continues to work closely with police on
this matter.”
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi said on Thursday
that the school checked all supplies to
“make sure no bottles were opened.
We continue to alert people about
open containers and bags. On the day
(of the incident), we did remove some
of the drinks.”
He said until the school and town
have a clear indication of who is
responsible for placing the cleaning
agent in the drink, “we won’t be able
to make any judgment. We did notify
parents to speak to their children about
being careful when purchasing products. We feel we did everything to
make the students safe.”

VISIONARIES...Fanwood residents participate in a Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) “visioning session” at
Children’s Specialized Hospital in order to brainstorm ideas regarding the development of the South Avenue corridor.

Fanwood Residents Provide Input
On TDR Program, Redevelopment
was completely voluntary.
Consultants from the Department
FANWOOD – Fanwood residents
of Smart Growth, who gave the preexperienced what it might be like to
sentation, were paid for through a
be a city planner, participating in the
$120,000 grant from the department.
most recent Transfer of Development
This was the fourth public presentaRights (TDR) “visioning session,”
tion hosted by the Smart Growth conon Saturday, February 25 at
sultants and the borough.
Children’s Specialized HospiHandouts and maps of the
tal.
borough explaining the TDR
Organized by the Departprogram were also on display
ment of Smart Growth, a diviat the session. According to
sion of the Department of Comthe published information dismunity Affairs, in conjunction
tributed at the meeting, TDR
with the borough council, the
is the transfer of development
TDR workshop allowed resipotential from one piece of
dents and business owners to
property to another. A TDR
brainstorm ideas regarding the
program permits developers,
development of the South Avin a receiving zone, to purenue corridor while learning
chase TDR credits from propabout the proposed plans to
erty owners in a sending zone.
implement the TDR program.
Property owners in the sendThe proposed revitalization
ing zone agree to place certain
area runs along South Avenue
development restrictions
Sending district boundary of Fanwood as per the
to the south of the Fanwood
(easements) on their properTransfer of Development Rights (TDR) program
Train Station and Downtown
ties in order to preserve the
north of Martine Avenue, between was a chief concern of many of the property’s historical integrity.
South and LaGrande Avenue. This residents.
The property owners in the receivcorridor is currently a mixture of
Undesirable features discussed were ing zone are afforded certain develzones, including light industrial (LI), bump outs and flat roofs. Several resi- opment incentives for purchasing the
general commercial (GC) and resi- dents also agreed that they did not credits. The borough and the Smart
dential (R). Many of the buildings in want the borough invoking eminent Growth representatives are still workthis area are old and dilapidated or in domain on existing businesses. Mayor ing out the precise incentives for each
need of redevelopment.
Mahr assured the residents that the party to participate in the program.
After a short presentation, the au- TDR program did not include any
The TDR program can also provide
dience broke up into small groups to plans to invoke eminent domain and funds for homeowners to maintain the
discuss their visions for the revital- emphasized that the TDR program
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
ization and redevelopment of this area.
The types of businesses some of the
residents chose as being desirable
were a drug store, an upscale bar and
possibly larger tax-ratables. Most of
the residents agreed that the existing
By FRED T. ROSSI
A & P was in need of redevelopment
Board Vice Chairman Joseph Doyle
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
due to the property’s age and lack of
said the updating of the township’s
maintenance.
SCOTCH PLAINS — Union master plan would soon be getting
The types of businesses that many County officials on Monday outlined underway. He said the board’s profesof the residents considered undesir- their plans for the construction of a sional planner, Mary Moody, will be
able were garden apartments, fast- cellular telephone tower at the county’s asked to review the existing master
food chains, nail salons, gas stations, maintenance yard on South Avenue.
plan in preparation for its updating
dry cleaners and Chinese restaurants.
In a brief presentation before the and will present her preliminary ideas
The need to provide borough resi- planning board, Deputy County on how to approach the task at the
dents with a wider variety of services Counsel Joseph Ascione said the 150- board’s Monday, March 13 meeting.
was considered desirable, as was an foot tower would hold communicaBoard member Robert LaCosta
attempt to limit those businesses and tions antennas for the county’s own asked that the board also consider
services that seemed redundant.
use. The tower’s cost will be paid via other individuals for the task besides
Participants made lists of desirable the leasing of additional tower space Ms. Moody, but Mr. Doyle said,
and undesirable types of buildings to Omnipoint Communications, “She’s got experience” and predicted
they would like to see along South which makes the T-Mobile cell phone the board “will be very pleased” with
Avenue and in the area north of brand, and Sprint.
her efforts.
Martine Avenue, as well. Limiting
Board chairwoman Maria Sartor
Todd Mahay, a professional engineer, explained that the tower would noted that Ms. Moody has already
be located at the rear of the 10-acre identified four different available
property, located between South Av- grants, worth $100,000 in total, to
enue and the railroad tracks. The new assist in the master plan process.
The board’s 75-minute meeting,
tower will sit about 170 feet from the
street and be partially obscured by before an audience consisting of mullived at 375 Short Drive, the large dome that contains road salt, tiple county officials, came after February 13’s meeting, when several hunMountainside for more than 50 years. Mr. Mahay told the board.
Unless federal aviation authorities dred residents turned out to protest the
Blanche is a retired teacher of stenography and business courses in the require warnings lights to be placed county’s plans to lease the Sevell Farm
Newark Public School system, and atop the tower, Mr. Mahay said there on Cooper Road to a private entity that
planned to develop an educational
George has retired from a career at were no plans to light the tower.
Township emergency personnel ser- farm. What Mrs. Sartor on Monday
Western Electric, the manufacturing
arm of the old Bell Telephone Sys- vices, such as the police and fire de- evening jokingly called “a non-meettem. Although they enjoy traveling, partments and the local rescue squad, ing meeting” was halted after less than
for the most part the couple led frugal will also have the option of placing an hour due to overcrowding in the
lives and in so doing literally became their own antennas on the tower, county hearing room. Three days later, the
officials said. Construction is expected county freeholder board withdrew its
the “millionaires next door.”
The couple’s attorney, Thomas C. to begin the spring and take one to plans for the farm after township residents spoke in opposition at the county
Phelan, said the idea for the founda- three months to complete.
Prior to the county’s presentation, meeting in Elizabeth.
tion arose during the estate planning
process. The couple has no children,
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Former Residents Establish
MS Benefit Foundation
MOUNTAINSIDE
–Former
Mountainside residents Blanche and
George Watts have established a foundation to benefit the borough. Announced to the public at the borough’s
annual reorganization meeting, the
concept behind the foundation is to
aid organizations delivering services
to Mountainside residents, whether
based in Mountainside or not. Patterned after a community foundation,
the organization will not only solicit
grant requests but also entertain funding initiatives to meet community
needs. To be funded with approximately $3.5 million, the foundation
anticipates making grants each year
in excess of $140,000.
Benefactors Mr. and Mrs. Watts

height, size and density of buildings,
maintaining Fanwood’s Victorian
style, pedestrian friendly sidewalks,
ample parking and well-maintained
properties were among some of the
desirable features enumerated. Limiting the density to curtail school taxes

Communications Tower
Expected to be Built in Spring
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said being on the board has allowed
her to participate in her children’s
education.
She laid out her goals if reelected,
saying her first goal is to maintain
“reasonable” class sizes. She also
wants to take technology “to the next
level” so parents can “access homework and lots of information on the
web.” She said the district has laid the
groundwork but more needs to be
done.
She said she wants to address parking issues. “The town’s growing and
the parking lots are not.”
Mr. Gowen, who ran against Mrs.
Woerner in last year’s board election,
is the father of two and a 10-year
resident of Scotch Plains.
He stressed two “pet projects” he
hopes to achieve if elected. “I consider myself to be a person of new
ideas.” Both projects, he said, would
generate more money in the district. One goal is to spearhead a
“one less bullet, one more book”
campaign, a “grassroots” effort to
ask the federal government to “redirect money incrementally back
into education.”
He said, “We need to put our money
into education the way we have in our
defense system.”
When asked if this goal is realistic, he said, “Absolutely. We’re the
ones who have children who will be
shortchanged because of ignorance
at the top end. Unless we say ‘stop,
don’t do that,’ it will continue to get
worse.”
He also proposed a tax on realestate commissions to generate more
money for the district. “The thing
that’s establishing real-estate values
is school grades,” which are based on
the New Jersey Assessment of Skills
and Knoweledge (NJASK) tests, he
said. “We need to be able to tap into a
resource that’s rightfully ours.”
Mr. Gowen suggested that realtors
give a small percentage of their commission back to the schools. “My kid
is not part of a real-estate deal,” he
said, adding that he does not want to
cut budgets. He wants to “find the
money.”
Mr. Gowen, who was a vice president of information technology at an
investment company for 17 years and
is now “semi-retired,” said his prior
campaign was very “polite” and “soft
spoken.” Now, he said, “the gloves
are off.”
Newcomer to the race Mr.

Gorbunoff is the director of Operations for a company that gives money
to schools and libraries nationwide
for internet access and telecommunications.
“I see all the good that comes from
working in my job and helping school
systems across the country,” said the
father of three. “I want to devote
some of that energy to help the school
system here.”
Mr. Gorbunoff, whose children attend SPFHS and Terrill Middle
School, said, “It’s our job to ensure
that we do the best that we can for our
children.”
He said curriculum, facilities and
staff are all important. “In many ways
it’s a balancing act.”
He said he wants to ensure things
are done “in a common sense way”
and that no detail is overlooked. “It’s
time to start making sure we’re doing the kind of long-range planning,
strategic planning, that’s so important so that things don’t creep up on
us.”
He stressed the importance of
teacher contract negotiations and finding a new principal for Terrill. He
emphasized that with the changes in
grade levels at the school, different
needs have to be met. He said he
hopes for an active search to “bring in
the best candidate, whether from inside the district or outside.”

Westfield
Friday, February 17, a motor vehicle

BENEFITING MOUNTAINSIDE...Borough Mayor Robert Viglianti (right) poses
with members of the newly formed Blanche and George Watts Mountainside Community Foundation, a $3.5-million fund, which will award annual grants of $140,000.

FW Planning, Zoning Board
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Adjacent residents told The Times
that they are opposed to such a large
development on these lots because it
would greatly devalue their homes
and create traffic problems in their
neighborhood. Residents complained
to the board that there has been a
major standing water problem in their
neighborhood and on these lots for
many years.
Engineer James Watson of EKA
Associates, testifying on behalf of
the applicant, stated that he was confident that if the property were wellmaintained the standing water prob-

Scotch Plains Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

board’s meeting being halted due to
overcrowding, the council stated its
formal opposition to the proposal.
After several dozen township residents attended the freeholders’ regular meeting in Elizabeth on February
16, the proposal was withdrawn.
Calling the county’s decision “a
somewhat satisfactory ending, at least
for the time being,” the mayor thanked
deputy mayor Nancy Malool for attending the freeholders’ meeting.
She lauded residents, saying they
“did an excellent job” in presenting
their opposition. “It was democracy
at its best.” She noted that Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella had
said that the county’s $10-million
purchase of the property was the
county’s biggest open-space purchase
ever, and that “something will be
done” with the property.
“The issue is what,” said Mrs. Malool.

Fanwood TDR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

historic integrity of their homes.
Homeowners would have some flexibility with the types of restrictions
they chose to implement. For example,
a building expansion might be permitted if it did not affect the historic
character of the home, while vinyl
siding might not be allowed.
Fanwood was one of five municipalities in New Jersey selected to
participate in the TDR program. It is
the only municipality to consider
implementing the TDR plan to preserve an historic district. The other
four municipalities are utilizing the
TDR program to preserve open space
and farmlands. Fanwood’s use of the
TDR program in this unique way
would be the first of its kind, Mayor
Mahr told The Times.
The mayor explained to the audience that the TDR program could offer
the borough many benefits, while preventing unwanted devaluations of borough properties and neighborhoods.
Vito Brancatella, owner of the
Wonder Years Day Care Center located next door to the A & P, participated in the group discussions along
with approximately 20 Fanwood resi-
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dents. Many of the residents were
enthused at being asked for their preferences regarding the development
of this corridor. However, several residents told The Times that they did not
completely understand some of the
aspects of the TDR program as the
session progressed.
The mayor agreed that this was a
complex redevelopment tool to understand and that was why the borough
was holding these visioning sessions
to allow the public more time to become familiar with all of the aspects
and advantages of the program. Two
more sessions are planned for Thursday, March 9 and Thursday, March 30.
Both sessions will be held at the Forest
Road Park Recreation Building on
Forest Road at 7:30 p.m.
Updated information about the
TDR program can also be found on
the
borough’s
website
at
visitFanwood.com.
Mayor Mahr told The Times that
representatives also planned on reaching out to property owners along the
South Avenue corridor to include them
in the planning and implementation
of the program.

She said the county is open to township
residents’ input in this regard but reminded them that the property was
purchased with taxpayer money “from
all 21 towns” in Union County. “Residents need to keep in mind that it’s not
just Scotch Plains’ property.”
Given the presently “overcrowded”
and limited number of ballfields in
Scotch Plains, there have been some
informal suggestions that fields be
situated on the Sevell property, although no one in an official capacity
has commented on the possibility.
Representatives from local youth
sports leagues urged the council to
finalize plans to light the ballfields at
the Union County Vocational-Technical School. A public meeting was held
this week to explain the proposal to
area residents. A $172,000 county grant
for field lighting is being matched by
the town, and Mayor Marks said the
$344,000 “will be used” to light not
just the Vo-Tech field on Raritan Road
but other fields as well.
Jim Fawcett said the local youth
soccer leagues have seen membership skyrocket in recent years to about
2,000 while Joseph Sebalao, president of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Youth Baseball League Association,
said his membership had increased
25 percent in the past five years. Rich
Duthie, the vice president of the baseball organization, said the situation
with the number of players and the
limited number of available fields
has resulted in a ”problem that is
becoming unmanageable.”
The council also gave its approval
to a $525,000 bond ordinance to finance the construction of a miniature
golf course at Scotch Hills Country
Club. Councilman Frank Rossi said
that, in addition to the new 18-hole
golf course, which will be situated at
the shag field at the corner of Jerusalem Road and Plainfield Avenue, the
adjacent parking lot will be expanded
and the practice area will be moved
elsewhere on the property.
Months ago, the township recreation commission held a public meeting to which neighborhood residents
were invited to hear about the plans
and ask questions or raise objections.
Councilman Rossi said the primary
complaints from nearby residents had
been about errantly hit golf balls from
the practice field onto their properties.
At the start of the meeting, the
council recognized Walter DiNizo,
who recently retired as director of
Public Works after 13 years. Mayor
Marks presented him with a plaque of
appreciation and Township Manager
Thomas Atkins said one of Mr.
DiNizo’s greatest strengths was that
“he did view the citizens of this town
as our customers” and “he accepted
accountability for that.”

lem would be resolved.
Due to the standing water problems and the fact that the property is
in a flood hazard area, the board rescheduled the hearing until the applicant obtained a letter from a wetlands
expert, showing the suitability of the
lot for redevelopment. The continuation will be heard at a special meeting
scheduled for Monday, May 15 at
7:30 p.m.
A second application, submitted
by Fanwood Plaza Partners, to construct a daycare center and a bank on
South Avenue was also heard before
the board. The applicant proposes to
construct an 8,252-square-foot branch
of the Goddard School Day Care
Center, with two adjacent playground
areas, accommodating approximately
120 pre-school students.
The proposed 2,966-square-foot
branch of the Town Bank will have
three drive-through lanes in the rear
parking lot. The two buildings would
share a common entrance driveway
on South Avenue. Both buildings
would be one-and-a-half stories, with
the upper half-story used for storing
maintenance equipment only. The
buildings would be designed in accordance with Fanwood’s Victorian
style, architect Peter Steck testified.
The site requires several variances,
including a D variance for combining
three lots into one lot containing the
two buildings.
The property is located adjacent to
the rear parking lot of Children’s Specialized Hospital. The application
proposes to enter into a shared parking arrangement with The Chelsea at
Fanwood, also on South Avenue, in
order to provide parking for office
workers that currently use these lots
for parking. The Goddard School
would provide 56 parking spaces for
customers.
The applicant is applying for a sign
variance for additional signage in
excess of the allotted number designated by ordinance.
Landscape Architect David
Chewey described the extensive landscaping plans for the site. Robert
Freud, an engineer for the development, discussed the storm-water management plan.
Testimony will be continued to a
special meeting on Monday, March
20 at 7:30 p.m.
In other business, the board appointed attorney Clifford Kuhn to the
board as counsel, and it reappointed
T&M Associates to serve as the
board’s planning consultant.
After discussion, the board decided
not to take any action on the existing
side-yard setback ordinance for corner lots. The board deemed the existing ordinance would be adequate and
any deviations would require a variance application.
Paul Ricci reported to the board on
the status of the oversized homes
ordinance, also called the McMansion
ordinance. The most significant aspect of this issue was disproportionate heights, Mr. Ricci told the board.
He said the decision regarding what
to allow should also be based on what
other houses in a neighborhood look
like in order to maintain continuity.
Mr. Ricci said he would present a
more formal report at next month’s
meeting.
The planning board’s monthly
agenda meeting will be held on March
20 and the next regularly scheduled
meeting of the board will be held on
March 29. Both meetings will be held
in the council chambers at 7:30 p.m.

was vandalized while parked at a business in the 600 block of North Avenue.
Someone ran a sharp object along both
sides of the vehicle, leaving deep
scratches in the paint.
Friday, February 17, a resident of
the 2000 block of Grandview Avenue
reported his unlocked motor vehicle
was burglarized while parked in his
driveway. Ten dollars in assorted
change was removed from the vehicle.
Friday, February 17, Bernard
Jennings, 49, of Plainfield was arrested in the 200 block of Elm Street
for shoplifting razor blades from an
Elm Street grocery store and on outstanding criminal warrants from
Garwood and North Hunterdon and a
traffic warrant from Fanwood.
Jennings was released with a summons on the shoplifting charge and
released on his own recognizance on
each of the warrants.
Saturday, February 18, someone
threw two rocks through the front
window of an unoccupied home in
the 100 block of Lincoln Road, causing the window to shatter.
Sunday, February 19, Michael
Macalle, 39, of Westfield was arrested on an outstanding Plainfield
traffic warrant following a motor vehicle stop at South and Central Avenues. Macalle posted the $127 bail
and was released.
Monday, February 20, Michael
Frio, 27, of Westfield was arrested at
South and Windsor Avenues and
charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI). He was later released to
a responsible individual.
Monday, February 20, a North
Euclid Avenue resident reported that
her home was burglarized. One or
more individuals apparently gained
entry through a basement window,
after which the master bedroom was
ransacked and an undetermined
amount of jewelry was taken.
Monday, February 20, Thomas J.
Cunningham, 46, of Garwood was arrested in the 200 block of East North
Avenue and charged with obstructing
justice for allegedly attempting to elude
police nvestigating a suspicious person report. Police also discovered
Cunningham was wanted on a no-bail
Union County Sheriff’s Department
warrant and turned him over to
Sheriff’s department authorities.
Wednesday, February 22, Randy
Roane, 41, of Plainfield was arrested
at the Port Authority Police Station
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Westfield and Dunellen. Bail for both
was set at $500. He was transported
to the county jail.
Thursday, February 23, Kenneth
Pope, 29, of Newark was arrested at
South Avenue and Cacciola Place and
charged with hindering apprehension
for allegedly giving police a false
name and date of birth. He also was
arrested on outstanding criminal war-

Foundation
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bers. After providing for her sister,
they were at a loss for what to do with
the remainder of their estates. The
couple talked about how much they
enjoyed living in Mountainside and
how much the services available in
town meant to them. Doing something to assist those services was the
natural evolution of that discussion.
A committee of nine trustees has
been organized to direct the foundation, which is to be called the Blanche
M. and George L. Watts Mountainside
Community Foundation. At the organizational meeting Nicholas Bradshaw
was elected president. Jack Clifford,
Bart Barre and Dewey Moser, will
serve as vice-president, secretary and
treasurer, respectively. Susan Winans
will serve as the chairwoman of the
grants committee. The other trustees
are John Amalfe, Christopher Belden,
Patricia Connelly and Vasy Honecker.
All trustees are active residents of the
Mountainside community.
The first grant of the foundation will
be a gift to the borough of a handicapped-equipped community bus.
Grants may be made only to tax-exempt organizations, not to individuals.
Applications for grants may be
obtained at the municipal building
and at the library.

rants from Newark, for $500, and
Livingston, for $305. Pope was committed in default of bail.
Thursday, February 23, Antwan D.
Clark, 23, of Linden posted bail on a
$500 Westfield traffic warrant after surrendering himself.
Thursday, February 23, Nicole Wiley,
38, of East Orange was arrested at the
Somerset County jail on open warrants
from Westfield for $691, and Paramus
for $355. She was committed to the
county jail.
Friday, February 24, Alan Ozdamar,
18, of Westfield posted bail on an
outstanding $300 Union traffic warrant after turning himself in at
Westfield police headquarters.
Saturday, February 25, Jennifer
Corisdeo, 23, of Piscataway was arrested in the 800 block of East Broad
Street and charged with DWI and
with refusal to submit to chemical
testing. She was later released to a
responsible individual.
Saturday, February 25, Darren
Certosimo, 41, of Newark was arrested in the 10 block of Prospect
Street on contempt of court warrants
from Mount Olive, for $1,000;
Hackensack, for $500; Washington
Township, for $500, and Newark, for
$450. Certosimo was turned over to
Mount Olive authorities.
Saturday, February 25, Scott Diaz,
19, of Clark was arrested at Lenox
and Central Avenues and charged with
DWI and with possession of alcohol
underage. He was later released to a
responsible individual.
Scotch Plains
Monday, February 20, David Rozar,
42, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with resisting arrest following a police investigation into criminal
activity that occurred in Warren. According to police, Rozar attempted to
flee from police during questioning.
He was processed and released to the
Warren Police Department.
Tuesday, February 21, a resident of
Fenimore Drive reported being the victim of harassment, stating that an unknown person or persons telephoned
him and used offensive language before hanging up.
Thursday, February 23, a resident
of Front Street reported being the
victim of a hit-and-run. The victim
stated an unknown person struck her
motor vehicle while it was parked in
front of her house and left without
reporting the incident.
Saturday, February 25, a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
reported being the victim of harassment, saying a classmate threatened
to hit him. The incident is under investigation.
Saturday, February 25, a resident of
Canterbury Drive reported being the
victim of criminal mischief. The victim stated someone struck his motor
vehicle, which was parked in front of
his house, with a soft drink bottle,
causing damage to the mirror.
Fanwood
Wednesday, February 22, Joann
Bynum-Busby, 43, of Middlesex was
arrested on active warrants following
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
Wednesday, February 22, Jose O.
Toribio, 48, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road revealed outstanding warrants.
Wednesday, February 22, Michael
A. Dodson, 31, of Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue revealed outstanding warrants.
Wednesday, February 22, Juliette
L. Johnson, 43, of Scotch Plains was
arrested in the 200 block of South
Avenue on numerous outstanding
warrants after a field investigation.
Wednesday, February 22, Seung R.
Kim, 56, of Edison was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop at Midway Avenue and Paul’s Place revealed outstanding warrants.
Monday, February 27, James L.
Bass, 29, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Third Street on a no-bail
warrant. He also was charged with
hindering apprehension.
Monday, February 27, Paul G.
Kamichoff, 30, of Rahway was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Midway Avenue at Forest Road
that revealed outstanding warrants.
He also was charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and drug paraphernalia.

Authorities Seek Murder
Suspect, Request Public’s Help
HILLSIDE — Union County authorities Tuesday released a sketch of the man
believed responsible for a murder in Hillside over the weekend.
Detectives from the Hillside and Union
County Prosecutor’s Office are attempting
to identify the suspect, a black male approximately 25 to 30 years of age who was
spotted running off to a waiting getaway
car, believed to be a black Acura TL either
2002 or 2003, around 9:47 p.m. on Friday.
“We want to bring this killer, the person responsible for this terrible tragedy to
justice,” said Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow, who said the shooting may
have occurred during an attempted
carjacking of the victim’s vehicle. The
gunman had a light complexion, stood
about 6 feet tall weighing 190 pounds
with an athletic build and wore a black hat
with a visor and earflaps, a black coat,
black pants and black hi-top shoes or
sneakers. “Someone who recognizes the
face, the clothing, should take a minute
and call to tell us what they know.”
Those with information should contact
the Hillside detective bureau at (973) 9265800 or use the 24-hour Crimestoppers
hotline number at (908) 654-TIPS.
Richard Plinio, 42, died at around 1:30
a.m. Saturday after being shot in the chest

after getting out of his Jeep Grand Cherokee in front of his home on Wilder Street
two blocks off Broad Street near the Elizabeth border.
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FW Schedules Visioning
Sessions on Revitalization
—

FANWOOD
The borough will
hold a series of visioning sessions
through March 30 to explore possibilities for revitalizing the South Avenue commercial corridor.
“We’re offering our residents and
property owners an exciting opportunity to help us create a vision for the
future of Fanwood,” said Mayor Colleen Mahr.
The revitalization of the South Avenue corridor will be part of the
borough’s innovative Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) for Historic
Preservation Initiative, which is supported by a grant from the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs.
TDR is a “smart growth” planning
approach that redirects growth from
areas with important natural or community resources to places where

growth and development are more appropriate. Fanwood will use TDR to
preserve its Historic Preservation District and other historic properties, while
at the same time revitalizing the South
Avenue commercial corridor.
While many communities have
used TDR to preserve farmland and
other natural resources, Fanwood is
the first on record to apply TDR to
preserve historic homes.
The visioning sessions will be held
on the following dates:
Community Visioning Session,
Thursday, March 9, 7:30 p.m., Forest
Road Park Recreation Building, Forest Road.
Presenting the Vision (Presentation of Findings): Thursday, March
30, 7:30 p.m., Forest Road Park Recreation Building, Forest Road.

Union County Using GIS to
Improve Emer. Response
—

ELIZABETH
Union County
is moving forward with plans to use
its Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) Bureau to improve disaster preparedness for every county resident
with special needs by mapping the
homes of those people who require
evacuation assistance.
During natural disasters such as
hurricanes and flooding, telephone
service is often unavailable. The information provided by the GIS Bureau will help rescue personnel to
locate these people with disabilities
and special needs.
“The significance of this great
program is it improves our abilities
to help as many people as possible
during a crisis,” Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella said. “GIS is a
versatile program that has many applications.”
The GIS Bureau is also mapping
all 11,000 fire hydrants throughout
the county in order to aid local fire

departments. When responding to an
address, a wireless devise on fire
trucks will inform firefighters of the
nearest hydrants. GIS is connected to
911 to facilitate easy access to an
emergency call.
Union County was the first to develop a Megan’s Law database using
GIS, according to the county’s office
of public information.
The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office and law enforcement agencies
throughout the county use this mapping information to track sex offenders.
Union County residents can view
GIS maps showing property, parks,
polling places and other locations on
the county’s web site at http://
www.ucnj.org/maps/index.htm.
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Freeholders Oppose Ports
Deal, Push for Jets Move
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

ESSAY WINNERS…Assemblyman Eric Munoz poses with the winners of the
District 21 Anne Frank Essay contest after they saw The Diary of Anne Frank at
the Papermill Playhouse in Millburn on Saturday, February 18. The contest was
sponsored by Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and Asm.
Munoz.

Winners Announced For
Anne Frank Essay Contest
WESTFIELD — Senator Tom
Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Eric Munoz
and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, all
representing the 21st Legislative District, recently announced the winners
of their 2006 Anne Frank Essay Contest. The nine students selected were
among more then 200 entries.
“We were extremely pleased with
the number of students who decided
to participate,” Senator Kean said.
“One of the main reasons we decided
to sponsor this event was to encourage students to reflect on the Holocaust, comprehend what happened
and relate it to the present day. From
the large number of students who
participated and the high quality of
their work, I believe the contest was a
success.”
The contest was open to all students attending middle school in the
21st Legislative District. Students
were asked to write a diary entry as
if they were Anne Frank living in the
present day. The winners were
awarded with four theater tickets to
New Jersey’s Papermill Playhouse
premiere of The Diary of Anne Frank
where their winning essays were
prominently displayed. Students
were also given an opportunity to go
backstage to meet some of the performers.
“All the essays submitted were exceptionally well-written, demonstrating the students’ ability to grasp the
question that was posed and answering it in a clear and concise manner,”
Asm. Munoz said. “I am extremely
proud of these students and feel their
work is a direct reflection of the education they are receiving in our
schools.”
“Anne Frank was only 13 years old

/HDUQ
6RPHWKLQJ1HZ
VUVUV

www.sg-cpas.com

6SULQJ6HPHVWHU
6S
WK
6WDUWV0DUFK
6W


VUVUV
0RVW&ODVVHV+HOG0RQGD\
(YHQLQJVDW
:HVWILHOG+LJK6FKRRO


&RQWLQXLQJUHJLVWUDWLRQE\PDLO
RULQSHUVRQ
²SP0RQGD\V
DW:HVWILHOG+LJK6FKRRO

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs
Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com
Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION



 


&DWDORJV ZUHJLVWUDWLRQIRUPV DUH
DYDLODEOHDWORFDOOLEUDULHVDQGRQOLQHDW
ZZZZHVWILHOGQMFRPDGXOWVFKRRO

3OHDVH1RWH5HJLVWUDWLRQVIRU
*UHDW'HFLVLRQV
ZLOOEHDFFHSWHGRQVLWHDWWKH
:HVWILHOG0HPRULDO/LEUDU\
RQWKHQLJKWRIHDFKOHFWXUH

when she wrote her now famous diary,” added Asm. Bramnick. “These
students are roughly that same age
now. This story helps them relate to
someone their own age who lived
during such a poignant time, increasing their understanding for the need
to be sensitive to diversity.”
For more information regarding the
essay contest, call the Westfield legislative office at (908) 232-3673.
The essay winners are: Genevieve
Chaleff, Kristen Labbate and Mike
Cohen, Orange Avenue School,
Cranford; Emily Nesi, St. Michael
School, Cranford; Kyle Gautieri of
Cranford; Ellen Gormley of Westfield;
Maddie DeJohn, Edison Middle
School, Westfield; Airel King of
Morristown, Harding Township
School, and Mike Uhouse of Berkeley Heights.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Union County freeholders last Thursday approved a resolution opposing
the $6.8-billion sale of the operations
of six United States ports including
Newark and Elizabeth to Dubai Ports
World, a state-owned company in
United Arab Emirates.
“It is frankly outrageous that the
President is really the only public
official standing that is supporting
this,” said Freeholder Dan Sullivan.
“This is a real bi-partisan effort by the
governors of New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, all the representatives,
all the senators” to oppose the proposed sale.
The board also approved a resolution supporting Berkeley Heights in
its effort to bring the New York Jets
training camp to the township starting next summer. “We will be there
every step of the way” in the
township’s efforts, said Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella. Last
Wednesday’s meeting was held in
Berkeley Heights as part of the board’s
mobile-meetings initiative.
“I want to thank the board for their
support in our effort to obtain the
Jets for Berkeley Heights,” said Berkeley Heights Mayor David Cohen.
The Connell corporate site is one of
five sites under consideration by the
Jets.
During the public comment section of the meeting Springfield resident Dave Makkar criticized county
freeholders, saying with 21 municipal governments in the county, each
with their own police chiefs, school
boards and superintendents, there is
no need for county government. “The
office of freeholder itself is a joke
when you have 21 mayors…Why do
we need you guys?” he asked. “We
don’t need you guys because you are
misusing the public funds.”
At that point Freeholder Mirabella

Fanwood Postal Officials
To Host Passport Fair
FANWOOD – Acting Fanwood
Postmaster Edgar Grayon and his staff
will host a Passport Fair on Saturday,
March 11, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Fanwood Post Office, located at
275 South Avenue.
This event is designed to make it
more convenient for postal customers to obtain a passport. Postal officials will be on hand to accept passport applications. Spanish, French and
Tagalog speaking interpreters will be
available. The United States Postal
Service can accept first-time passport applications and passport renewals.
Acting Postmaster Grayon has offered these tips for applying for a

passport:
Fill out the passport application
(DS11) before coming to the post
office. Applications can be downloaded from http://travel.state.gov/
download_applications.html.
Bring proof of United States citizenship and current photo identification. Fanwood postal officials can
take the photographs.
Have all necessary documentation.
All information on passport applications, procedures and fees can be
attained by contacting the Fanwood
Post Office at (908) 322-7978 or on
www.usps.com by clicking on the
government links page then clicking
on “get a passport.”
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requested that Mr. Makkar not make
accusations towards the board. “We
prefer to keep it more cordial than
that.” Mr. Makkar fired back that
Freeholder Mirabella was trying to
“defy Franklin Roosevelt” and his
visions for freedom of speech. He
said New Jersey does not have political leaders but “bosses who are
corrupt.”
“I feel like I am living in a Banana
Republic,” Mr. Makkar, noting that in
New Jersey elected officials are allowed to hold to multiple elective
offices.
On another matter, Summit Councilman Thomas Getzendanner said
the city would support plans for a
county-run animal shelter provided
that “it is a secured facility and the
costs are under control.” He also asked
the freeholders to consider capping
the open-space tax at a specific
amount of money.
He said the current tax has significantly increased because it is based
upon equalized property values.
County voters approved an openspace, recreation and historic preservation tax of 1.5 cents per $100 of
total county equalized real property
value in November 2000.
“It seems that the open-space
project or endeavor, as well-funded
as it is today, doesn’t need to have a
huge amount of additional finding,”
Councilman Getzendanner told the
freeholders.
Freeholder Mirabella responded,
“It would not be my recommendation
at this point to change the way it is
being funded because I think we all
see so much value in what we can do
from a preservation standpoint of open
space and recreation and historic preservation.”
Pat Moschetti of New Providence, a teacher in Hoboken, inquired about why substitute teachers have to be certified by each
county’s superintendent of schools.
He supports statewide certification
for teachers.
Linden resident Kevin Retcho
asked what progress the board was
making on resolutions he drafted for
consideration on pedophile-free zones
and on banning pay-to-play in the
county, the practice of giving out lucrative government contracts in exchange for campaign donations to
elected officials.
Freeholder Mirabella said the pedophile-free zone proposal is under
consideration. He said the county
adheres to state pay-to-play rules.
Tina Renna of Cranford said that
from documents she has received the
county has only fixed eight of 19
safety violations at the county juvenile detention center in Elizabeth following the suicide of 17-year-old
Edward Sinclair in May of 2003. The
Sinclair estate has sued the county
over his death.
Counter Manager George
Devanney said the county has
“worked very closely with the state”
to bring the detention center “up to
standards.”
Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said door hinges “have been
an ongoing problem.” Reversing the
direction of the doors would reduce
space in the corridor, creating a fire
hazard, he said. Bathrooms have also
been renovated.
At the start of the meeting, Mr.
Devanney said the county has completed the $13 million purchase of a
17-acre industrial site off Snyder
Avenue in the township. The county
is paying $8 million, with the township picking up the remainder.
County ballfields and a township
senior center will be built on the
property.
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By MARIA WOEHR

SHORT HILLS — Seeking to build
Republican representation in the
northeast, U.S. Senator John McCain
of Arizona jumpstarted fundraising
efforts for Republican state Sen. Tom
Kean Jr. of Westfield’s campaign for
the U.S. 2006 Senate race on Sunday
in Short Hills, deeming him “a reformer who will restore the American people’s confidence of the government.”
Sen. McCain is one of several national Republican Party figures stepping forward to help Sen. Kean, the
son of former Gov. Thomas Kean,
face off with Democratic Sen. Robert
Menendez of Hudson County in the
November elections. Sen. Menendez
was named to fill the remaining year
on the Senate seat occupied Governor Jon Corzine prior to his election
to governor.
“If I had ambitions to be President
of the United States I would certainly
think that Republican support would
be very important,” said Sen. McCain.
“This is a very important race.”
The fundraiser, which was closed
to the media, was held Sunday at the
Short Hills Hilton. In a private press
conference previous to the event, Sen.
Kean Jr. explained that he invited
McCain out of admiration.
“He is a role model in so many
ways,” said Sen. Kean. “I look forward to working with him in the next
several months of the campaign and
of course in the next several years
when we start working more directly
together to make sure the reform
monitors continue loud and strong in
D.C.”
Although political analysts have
estimated the race is tight, Sen.
Menendez, appointed to the Senate
last month by New Jersey Governor
Jon Corzine, has held a fundraising
advantage. Sen. Menendez has raised
$4.22 million, while Sen. Kean has
$860,571 in campaign funds.
“This is a very close race,” said
Sen. McCain, “and it’s very important for people like me to encourage
and support the next generation of
senators.”
In December Senator Elizabeth
Dole of North Carolina flew to New
Jersey to give her support to Sen.
Kean’s candidacy. Other Republicans
who are expected to draw support for
Sen. Kean are Mitt Romney of Massachusetts, former Mayor of NewYork
Rudolph Giuliani, his successor
Michael Bloomberg and Vice President Dick Cheney.
This event brought in 250 supporters including Congressman Michael
Ferguson (R-7th). “I think Tom Kean
Jr. will help to restore people’s confi-

dence in our government in the same
way that John McCain has.”
Also attending the event was Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21).
“Tom Kean is a brilliant guy, a real
asset to the state,” Asm. Bramnick
said.
Mountainside Councilman Glen
Mortimer was also in attendance. “I’m
here to support Tom Kean, Jr. It’s
important to get a Republican in there
and just like McCain he is anti-corruption, and Lord knows we need to
clean up New Jersey.”
To sustain his position, Sen. McCain
touted Sen. Kean’s advocacy to reform.
“I know that Tom is a reformer,” he
said. “Right now we are going through
a very bad period of corruption.”
One of those issues being debated
is over the Bush Administration’s
approval of a pending agreement that
would allow Dubai Ports World, a
state-owned company of the United
Arab Emirates, to run operations at
six major ports including ports in
Newark and Elizabeth.
While many legislators including
Sen. Kean have questioned whether
the deal will make the states more
vulnerable to terrorism, Sen. McCain
said he supported President Bush and
believes that with a review an agreement can be made. “I understand the
concern, and I think we will go
through a process of assessment or I
hope that we will.”
Sen. Kean reaffirmed that he was
opposed to the deal. Currently, the
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey is suing the present port operator, Peninsular & Oriental Steam
Navigation Company of Britain, for
breaking the 30-year lease it signed
in 2000 in the state Superior Court in
Newark.
“The Port Authority is actually the
one that owns the buildings in Newark and Elizabeth and the lease is in
their hands,” said Sen. Kean. “We
need to look at the process at which
the federal-level government and the
state-level government are working
in concert.”

Important Election
Dates Announced
AREA — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced a number of important dates for the upcoming school primary elections:
Tues., Mar. 28, last day to register
to vote in school election; Mon.,
April 10, petitions for June primary
election due by 4 p.m.; Tues., April
11, last day to apply by mail for an
absentee ballot for school election;
Tues, April 17, annual school election; Tuesday, June 6, primary election, hours are 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOK WHO’s TALKING…Westfield Leader and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
reporter Maria Woehr interviews Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-22) during
a Kean for U.S. Senate campaign fundraiser held Sunday at the Short Hills Hilton.

Fanwood to Update
Environmental Inventory
FANWOOD — The Fanwood Environmental Commission recently received a Smart Growth Planning Grant
from the Association of New Jersey
Environmental
Commissions
(ANJEC) to assist in the updating of
their Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI), which was last updated in
1991.
An ERI, also known as a Natural
Resource Inventory, provides a comprehensive look at a municipality’s
natural resources, environmental features and unique characteristics. ERIs
are used to increase public knowledge and understanding of the environment and are often used by planning boards, environmental commissions and other governmental bodies
for municipal land-use planning and
site-plan review.
The ERI, scheduled for completion in May, will include narratives
and maps covering Fanwood’s veg-

MS Democratic Club
Names 2006 Officers
MOUNTAINSIDE – Richard
“Rick” Schkolnick of Long Meadow
was elected president of the
Mountainside Democratic Club at its
first meeting of 2006 on February 23.
Club members also chose Ron
Zuzovsky of Wood Valley Road as
vice president and Michael Krasner
of Old Tote Road as treasurer.
Pressing local, state and national
issues in this year’s election campaign was the subject of extended
discussion. The group considered
plans for a major meeting to introduce these issues to the community.
Mountainside residents interested
in the club and its activities may call
Mr. Schkolnick at (908) 789-0664 for
more information.

etation and wildlife, climate, air quality, noise, geology, soils, water supply and water quality, historic features and re-development area.
The Environmental Commission
has retained Kupper Associates, Consulting Engineers, to assist them in
developing and updating relevant
maps. Fanwood will match the $2,125
grant awarded by ANJEC with borough funds and in-kind services.
The Environmental Commission
will be holding a public meeting in
March to discuss the ERI and also to
solicit any information regarding the
borough’s natural resources, which
would enhance the ERI. In the interim,
borough residents are encouraged to
contact the Environmental Commission with any information or suggestions they may have regarding the ERI.
The commission may be reached at
Environ@visitFanwood.com or by
leaving a message in its mailbox at
Borough Hall.
On completion, the ERI will be submitted to the planning board for adoption as an appendix to the borough’s
master plan and will be available on
the borough website and by hard copy
so residents can learn about the natural
resources of the borough.

Highline Media LLC
Promotes WF Resident
WESTFIELD — Thomas Fowler
of Westfield has been promoted to
executive vice president a Highline
Media LLC, a publisher and information provider to the insurance and
financial industries.
Mr. Fowler has nearly doubled the
size of his division, according to a
company spokesman. Mr. Fowler
works from the company’s Hoboken
office.

ELIZABETH – Efforts to privatize
the county’s three public golf courses
may depend on whether golf employees are required to be paid according
to the state’s prevailing wage law.
Privatizing is being considered as a
way of reducing costs as the county
looks to reduce its proposed $413million county budget.
At last Thursday’s Union County
freeholder finance committee meeting, Director of Parks, Recreation
and Facilities Charles Sigmund explained that there are four companies
that would be interested running the
golf courses – Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains, Galloping Hill in Union and
Oak Ridge in Clark.
In terms of parks and recreation
operating budget, Mr. Sigmund said
85 to 90 percent of the budget is for
salaries and wages. He said if golf
courses were privatized they would
still be public courses. He said private operators would likely hike
greens fees and look to reduce salaries of golf operations staff, budgeted
at $1.9 million.
He said if privatized it is likely county
employees would be offered jobs but
at lower salaries and without benefits.
He said if prevailing wage rules apply
privatizing would not generate much
revenue for leasing the facilities.
“Anything that we do has to make
sense,” said Freeholder Angel Estrada,
finance committee chairman.
Mr. Sigmund said he has reached out
to Pepsi to see of the county could place
Pepsi vending machines in county parks
to generate revenue through an agreement with the company.
“I think there is room for revenue
enhancements” in the recreation department budget, he said.
Another area the committee is looking at is the division of youth services. Department of Human Services
Director Frank Guzzo said he supports privatizing of Juvenile In Need
of Supervision (JIN), the shelter home
program located on Acme Street in
Elizabeth, to a community-based organization. The program is an alternative to institutional services for juveniles needing temporary placement
following a juvenile/family crisis.
The state-mandated program,
which used to house 30 to 35 kids,
only has one youth at a time now. Mr.
Guzzo said he was opposed to shutting the Youth Services Bureau in
Linden, a 24-hour juvenile justice
system through a 24-hour juvenile/
family crisis. The program is in the
division of youth services that is slated
to eliminated in recommendations by
County Manager George Devanney.
The county’s new juvenile deten-

tion center is scheduled to open in the
summer of 2007. “We are in good
shape and moving forward,” Mr/
Guzzo said.
In anticipation of staffing needs,
Mr. Guzzo said he would need another 14 staff members at the new
facility in Linden.
Mr. Guzzo has requested a $400,000
increase in funding for the county’s
Paratransit program to maintain the
level of service. The program provides
rides for senior citizens who are either
disabled or who are “economically
disadvantaged.” He said this is the first
time in his 15 years as department
director he has asked for money to
maintain the level of service as opposed to expanding a program.
He said Paratransit is utilized to
transport Rahway residents to their
jobs at the Watchung Square Mall. Mr.
Guzzo said NJ Transit does not offer
service from Rahway to the mall.
Human services is the largest
county department with a budget of
$71 million and 740 employees.
Director of Administrative Services
Elizabeth Genievich said insurance
costs have increased due to the opening of the new public safety building
in Westfield, public works facility in
Scotch Plains and expanded Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.
In terms of insurance claims, despite the county efforts to educate employees, slips and falls are the third
highest area for claims, Ms. Genievich.
Some freeholders asked if the
county should consider contracting out
the maintenance operation for the
county’s fleet of vehicles. Ms. Genievich
was concerned that a private company
would not due the extensive checks
county workers provide. She said every
vehicle is thoroughly checked when it
is brought in for servicing to extend the
life of the vehicle.
In an effort to save costs, the county
has its own tanks and purchases fuel
from the same wholesalers that supply gasoline stations. She said the
county is paying $1.60 per gallon at
the present time. Some municipalities utilize the facility.

FW Bridal Shop to
Close After 16 Years

Presents

A WINE TASTING EXTRAVAGANZA
Tuesday March 14, 2006 from 6:30-9:30 at The Westwood, 438 North Avenue, Garwood, N.J.
For Tickets and Reservations Call Town & Country at 908-232-8700
All Proceeds to Benefit: Arthur L. Johnson, Project Graduation 2006
At Town & Country, value means service, savings and selection. For more than 20 years, we’ve been serving your Westfield community…
and we’ve been rewarded with your loyalty.
Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. In fact, our top three hundred items
are ranked as the best prices in town.
Shop at Town & Country for cheese, gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink and be merry.
What’s more, our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”
If you have a taste for value, visit Town & Country. We guarantee a very satisfying experience.

Barnard Griffin Merlot
Ravenswood Vintner's Blend Zinfandel
Frescobaldi Nippozzano Chianti Classico
Altos De Luzon Jumilla
Oxford Landing GSM
Archaval Ferrer Malbec
Villa Antinori Toscana Red
Stefano Farina Barolo
Allegrini Pallazzo de la Torre
Ehler's Merlot
Ortman Pinot Noir
Rosemount GSM
Borsao Tres Picos
TOP WINE VALUES
Icardi Babera Tabarin
Ravenswood Vintner's Blend Chardonnay
Hedges CMS White
Lagar de Cervera Albarino

PRICE
$13.49
$8.99
$15.99
$13.49
$5.99
$17.99
$16.99
$25.99
$13.99
$20.99
$19.49
$22.99
$9.79

PRICE
$10.49
$8.99
$8.99
$14.99

PRICE

TOP WINE VALUES
Gini Soave
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio
Meredith Vineyards Chardonnay

$10.99
$7.99
$7.99

WINTER WARMERS
Kahlua 750 ml.
Sambuca Romana 750 ml.
Courvoisier XO Cognac 750 ml.
Glenfiddich Single Malt Scotch 750 ml.
Chopin Vodka 750 ml.
Jose Cuervo Tequila Gold 750ml.

$15.99
$17.99
$88.99
$31.99
$25.99
$17.99

BLUSHING BUBBLY

PRICE

Domaine Chandon Blanc De Noir
Michel Freres Brut Rose
Banfi Brachetto D'Acqui
Moet & Chandon Brut Rose
Mionetto Il Prosecco Rose

$13.99
$14.99
$14.99
$41.99
$9.99

All prices are valid from 3/2/06 - 3/8/06.

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.
WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090

908-232-8700

Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.

Free Parking

We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last.
T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

—

FANWOOD
After 16 years,
Janet H. Bridal Ensembles (formerly
the Song Wedding Gallery) will be
going retiring this May. Wholesale
liquidation prices on on all existing
stock, including wedding gowns, jewelry, party dresses and shoes are being offered. For information call (908)
322-9551 or visit the shop at 193
South Avenue in Fanwood or at
janethbridal.com.

& COUNTRY
TOWN
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

TOP WINE VALUES
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Privatizing Golf Courses
Could Depend on Wages

McCain Boosts U.S. Senate
Campaign Efforts for Kean
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Updating Information on Clubs,
Organizations is Good for Region
One of the most complex things to do seems simple –
that is to develop and maintain a comprehensive and
current list with contact information for clubs and organizations in the region. It’s difficult for the public to know
where this list exists when they seek it. Also, organizations often change leadership and contact information
each year; thus there is a need for them to have an easy
way to update their information.
In 1999, Westfield developed such a list, W.O.R.D.,
Westfield Organizational Resource Directory. The United
Fund of Westfield, through funding from the Westfield
Foundation and the Town of Westfield, produced this
resource guide. It was printed then and is published still
on the Internet at www.goleader.com/99word/ and at
www.westfieldnj.com.
Unfortunately, this excellent work is now out of date. It
also was limited to just organizations connected to Westfield.
In our view, a list such as this should be expanded to include
organizations of towns throughout the region.
We believe there must be a more modern and effective
way to develop, expand, maintain and publish this list.
Perhaps a workable method is through mimicking the
concept developed by Wikipedia. See http://
en.wikipedia.org/.
We’re fascinated and impressed with the achievements
of Wikipedia. Begun in 2001, Wikipedia has grown into
the largest reference website on the Internet. In the
English version, currently 995,448 articles exist. The
content is free, written collaboratively by people from all
around the world. Anyone with computer access to the
Internet can edit, correct, or improve information throughout the encyclopedia by clicking the ‘edit this page’ link.
Editors monitor the entry and editing process of the
public, but they don’t control the information. From
studies we have seen, the Wikipedia content is as accurate
and comprehensive as that of the Encyclopedia Britannica.
Computers are set up to do most of the presentation and
updating work entered by the public.
The concept employs “collaborative writing and peer
collaboration, which refers to projects where written

works are created by multiple people together
(collaboratively) rather than individually. Some projects
are overseen by an editor or editorial team, but many grow
without any top-down oversight.”
Wikipedia notes that “[i]n a true collaborative environment, each contributor has an equal ability to add, edit and
remove text. The writing process becomes a recursive
task, where each change prompts others to make more
changes. It is easier to do if the group has a specific end
goal in mind, and harder if a goal is absent or vague – a
very good method of discussion and communication is
essential, especially if disagreements arise.”
Wikipedia says that it “is an ongoing work to which in
principle anybody can contribute, it differs from a paperbased reference source in some very important ways. In
particular, older articles tend to be more comprehensive
and balanced, while newer articles may still contain
significant misinformation, unencyclopedic content, or
vandalism. Users need to be aware of this in order to
obtain valid information and avoid misinformation which
has been recently added and not yet removed.”
We’ve started what is hoped to be the first step of public
collaboration and self-maintaining of an up-to-date organization contact list for the region. Organizational data is
being collected from public input at www.goleader.com/
organizations. In just a few days, several dozens of organizations have entered their current information to our database. We envision it growing to several hundred shortly.
As the database is established, we’re testing various
ways for automatic access of this database to the public on
the Internet with search capabilities, along with methods
for public editing and expanding of the entries.
We invite you to enter the data of your club and
organization. It is open to all in the region and intends to
be inclusive of the many things going on in our society –
arts, sports, charity, service – without bounds.
Please provide us with your comments and recommendations as progress is made.
Those that have computer skills and interests in this
area, please let us know. We appreciate your help.

There’s Little to Report About
Those Seeking and Holding Office
Two of our reporters received a first-hand view of
power politics this week, and it wasn’t pretty. They were
more than annoyed at not being able to do their job. But,
it’s the public that should be alarmed. Given the manner
in which things are currently being manipulated, there’s
little real that can be reported about those running for
office and what they stand for – DEMs and GOP alike.
We receive press releases from the candidates about
events – and we receive procedures for obtaining press
credentials. Our reporters go to cover what’s happening,
and that’s where the trouble starts.
Our reporters went to two events locally this week –
Linda Stender for Congress at the Hyatt Hills Golf
Complex in Clark and the visit by Senator John McCain
(R-Ariz.) in support of State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. for
U.S. Senator for New Jersey at the Short Hills Hilton.
The shortest report we had was from the Stender event:
Our reporter writes, “I went over to the Hyatt Golf Club,
and was told by Mike Premo, Stender for Congress
campaign manager, that there was “no press allowed” at
this event! Talk about ridiculous! Declining free publicity? These Democrats, pulling up in their ‘beemers’ and
‘benz’s’, declaring that they are all for freedom! It is truly
a joke. I was really steamed last night, my husband can
attest to it. In fact, I still am really annoyed. We give these
people full campaign coverage, space for spun press
releases and ‘statements.’ What are they fearful of?
America, in my mind, is quite a scary place to live as of
late. And I am a Democrat!”
At the McCain for Kean event Sunday at the Hilton in
Short Hills, at least our reporters were allowed in. But,
here’s what they say about the experience.
Upon even greeting politicians and friends (or both),
reporters were ushered by Senator Kean’s press secretary
to return to the pressroom. How ‘de-pressing.’ In a manner not above scolding a child, upon greeting Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, our reporter and photographer were
booted back to the room, local assemblyman and all.
Dealing with a cordoned-off banquet area, reporters
were limited to one small pressroom, where they milled
about aimlessly. Against their usual inquisitive instinct,
no contact could be had with Kean, McCain or supporters
of Kean and McCain. Kean’s press secretary of two
weeks, Jill Hazelbaker, told us that the big players and
donors paid a lot of money to take part in the event and
shouldn’t be hassled during a private affair. Still unable
even to guesstimate how many people were in attendance
or how much one paid to meet with the politicians when
asked, her treatment of the press basically boiled the
event down to a 10-minute prepared speech and question
session in which McCain barely raised an eyebrow because he didn’t have to.
What’s paradoxical is that the handlers want the press.
They advertise in media advisories for press to attend;
however, once the press arrives, they are governed by the
most arbitrary of rules, all under the guise of deeming the
event a ‘private function.’ In essence, the handlers want to use
the press to suit their purposes and then discard them
immediately for fear that something of news value will arise.
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Perhaps if such actions continue, we will no longer
cover such functions because we aren’t allowed to cover
the event as we deem necessary. Inviting the press and
then limiting the obvious manner in which the press
reports is not too dissimilar to jailing a sedated Bengal
tiger and calling it ‘wild.’ By limiting access to Westfield
Leader and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times staff, the press
agents and spin-doctors cut off a vital nexus of information. After all, just as the politicos have their constituents,
so does this newspaper. Our readers demand the best
coverage. When we can’t deliver and do our job, perhaps
it is time for the press to limit their access to their
constituents by nixing their free press.
The New York Times on February 27 wrote about a
breakdown in relationship between the White House
press secretary and the press corps.
“It’s constantly getting worse,” said Ari Fleischer, who
preceded Scott McClellan as Mr. Bush’s spokesman.
Perhaps surprisingly for a Bush defender, he attributed the
soured relationship in part to what he said was a secretiveness within the White House. “Reporters can be perfectly
civil and launch good, hard-hitting questions” in private,
he said, then in the briefing room two minutes later, “they
turn into barbarians.”
“…the nation has watched the sausage-making in the
briefing room and then seen it analyzed in the blogosphere.
Commentators on the left say that the press is manipulated,
and that it failed to
challenge the administration enough after
the terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001, and the
ramp-up to the Iraq war
in March 2003. The
right says the press is
petty, irrelevant and
politically biased
against President
Bush.
“We’re damned if
we do and damned if
we don’t,” said Ken
Herman, White House
correspondent for
Cox). Newspapers in
the NY Times article.
Public service?
There’s little real that
can be reported to our
readers about those
running for office and
what they stand for –
DEMs and GOP alike
– except it’s all about
getting, holding and
augmenting their
power. But, it’s the
public that should be
alarmed.

County Assists BHTS In
Final Drive to Land NY Jets

DD
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Diction Deception
As you may be aware, the County of
Union has taken a very active role in the
drive to bring the New York Jets corporate facility and practice field to Berkeley
Heights. Berkeley Heights has become
one of the final five sites the Jets are
considering for their relocation.
A couple of weeks ago, I had the pleasure of attending the Berkeley Heights
rally to recruit the Jets. I was impressed
with the enthusiasm and size of the crowd,
as more than 700 attended.
Mayor David Cohen introduced the
Governor Livingston High School band,
cheerleading squads from both the high
school and Columbia Middle School and
had a spectacular fireworks display sponsored by a hometown company, Garden
State Fireworks.
As promised, Mayor Cohen unveiled
the first Jets-themed police cruiser, which
featured Gang Green’s logo and team
colors. Jets merchandise was handed out
and some children painted their hair green
in support. There was even free hot chocolate with a touch of green garnish.
While many showed up because of the
excitement an organization such as the Jets
would create in Berkeley Heights, the drive
to bring the Jets home to Union County has
many tangible benefits as well.
Berkeley Heights, Union County and
the State of New Jersey as a whole will
generate millions of dollars annually in
the economic impact created by such a
move. Team players and personnel would
likely live near Berkeley Heights and the
Jets would become strong community
partners in support of local education,

volunteer and fitness programs.
In addition, the Jets move would create
a boon to local business in Berkeley
Heights and enhance Union County’s
reputation as a tourism destination and
great place to live. Union County would
also become a sports mecca of sorts in the
region —already being a periodic host to
one other major professional sports event
— the PGA golf championship, which
was most recently held last year at the
famed Baltusrol golf course in Springfield.
Berkeley Heights, with its land, location and convenient access to major highways including Route 78 and to Newark
Liberty International Airport, is a perfect
match for the Jets. The location the Jets
are interested in (known as the Connell
property) has been pre-approved and is
environmentally clean to build on. The
land also has an additional 32 acres, besides the 20 the Jets need, to build and
expand upon if necessary.
The township and county will be proud to
be affiliated with a first-class organization
such as the Jets, who would fit in perfectly
with the climate of Fortune 500 companies
located in the Berkeley Heights area.
Mayor Cohen has joked he would
help hold the yard markers for the Jets
at practice camp and, as a lifelong Jets
fan, I offered to help. I’ll take it further:
Union County stands prepared to go the
extra yard to assist in any way possible
to ensure the Jets a safe landing here,
and the County of Union has made this
a priority project moving forward into
the year.

Letters to the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pleurosteon – The lateral element of
a bird’s sternum which joins onto the ribs
2. Limu – Hawaiian seaweed
3. Pliofilm – A waterproof, transparent
rubber sheeting used for raincoats
4. Urson – The Canada porcupine
KIBE
1. A crack or chap in the flesh caused
by cold
2. Soft sleet or hail
3. An aside remark or suggestion
4. A horsefly
DESPUMATION
1. A sudden flood due to heavy rains
2. An eruption, as with a volcano or
geyser
3. The act of skimming or scumming
4. A removing of the feathers; plucking
GARRAN
1. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
2. A hermit; loner
3. A monstrosity or hideous creature
4. A small work-horse
EYRA
1. Pertaining to the dawn of time
2. A reddish or chestnut-colored wildcat of Central and South America
3. An aura; halo
4. Revenge; reprisal

ANOTHER LETTER ON PAGE 20

Development Should Not Mean
Sacrifice of Brookside Park
To quote Joni Mitchell in “Big Yellow
Taxi,” “They paved paradise and put up a
parking lot.”
They, in this case, being Scotch Plains
Mayor Marty Marks and Recreation Director Ray Poerio. If plans go as “they”
propose, over 38 mature trees will be
destroyed to “put up a parking lot” in the
proposed Brookside Park redevelopment
plan. Not to mention approximately 74
for the new baseball diamond. The artificial turf soccer field will destroy at least
100 more. And if the proposed commu-

nity center is included, the total number
of trees destroyed will be way into the
hundreds.
While new sports fields may need to be
developed, they should not necessitate
the destruction of Brookside Park, one of
Scotch Plains’ last natural gems.
To borrow another line from the song,
“Don’t it always seem to go, that you
don’t know what you’ve got ’til it’s gone?”
We can’t let this happen.
Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains

Ferguson’s Vote Actually Increases
Deficit, Hurts Poorer People
Francis Quinn claimed in his recent
letter to the editor that Rep. Ferguson is a
deficit cutter. As someone who would
like to see the federal deficit shrink, I wish
it were so. Unfortunately, the facts say
otherwise.
The truth is, while Ferguson did vote to
cut the budget, he voted to cut taxes even
more. In other words, his record, taken as
a whole, actually increases the budget
deficit by $60 billion. And it gets worse.
For while the tax cuts mostly benefit the
very wealthy (nearly half of the tax cuts
that Ferguson voted for will go to people
making more than $1 million dollars a
year), the benefit cuts harm those most in

need: the poor, the elderly, and the infirm.
In other words, thanks to Mike
Ferguson, thousands of poor people will
lose their health insurance and millions
more will face steeply rising premiums,
all so millionaires can bring home more
money. And he’s doing it while falsely
claiming to reduce the deficit.
So let’s see: hurting the poor, helping
the super-rich, burdening future generations with debt, all while falsely presenting himself as a budget cutter. Truly a
record Mike Ferguson can be proud of.
David Korfhage
Scotch Plains

Reader Calls Ferguson’s Budget Vote
‘Shameful’ with Tax Cuts for Wealthy
I couldn’t disagree more with Francis
Quinn’s support of Congressman Mike
Ferguson’s vote on the 2006 federal budget.
The $39 billion in cuts that our Congressman voted for represent approximately
one half of 1 percent of the total annual
budget and they target some of the most
vulnerable of members of our
society. Among those affected are the elderly and the poor, as federal health-care
programs will lose billions from these
cuts. Single mothers and their children are
also among the losers, as hundreds of
millions are slashed from enforcement
programs aimed at making dead-beat dads
pay child support. Finally, and perhaps the
most short-sighted of the cuts, $12 billion
alone will be stripped from student-loan
programs, making college unattainable for
many students coming from families of
modest means. Considering that American students are lagging behind their peers
in the industrialized nations of Europe and
Asia, we should be making it easier for
them to attend college, not harder.
What Mr. Quinn fails to say in his letter
is that Congressman Ferguson also supported a $70 billion tax cut as well. Of
course this sounds good, but the net effect
of these two bills will actually increase
our deficit, not reduce it. If the Congress-

man is serious about reducing deficits and
eliminating wasteful federal spending, he
should be targeting “earmarked spending,” commonly known as pork barrel
projects. Since 1994, the number of annual pork barrel projects has tripled from
4,155 to over 14,000 in 2004. The spending on those projects has increased from
$29 billion to almost $53 billion per year.
For example, the 2005 Federal Transportation Equity Act contained $223 million
to build a bridge connecting a sparsely
populated Alaskan island (population less
than 50) to the mainland. Congress correctly zeroed out this funding for the
notorious “bridge to nowhere.”
Mr. Quinn seems to believe that Congressman Ferguson showed some sort of
courage for “ignoring the critics” when
he cast his vote. In my opinion, what
Congressman Ferguson showed was his
willingness to vote for lopsided tax cuts
that mainly benefit the wealthiest Americans, while attempting to show some sort
of fiscal restraint by cutting funding for
those among us who are the weakest. The
congressman’s vote wasn’t courageous,
it was shameful.
Chris Sdao
Westfield

Garden Club Sends
Sentiments to Sutter
The members of the Garden Club of
Westfield join in sending David Sutter,
owner of Lancaster, Ltd., all good wishes
for happiness and fulfillment in his retirement. We have enjoyed his interest in and
encouragement for our community service and gardening efforts.
It is good to know that he plans to
continue being an active member of the
Westfield community.
Jane Curtis,
President, Westfield Garden Club

Transportation Plan
Draws Comments
Governor Corzine’s new transportation borrowing plan ensures a major day
of reckoning – either severe cuts to transportation projects or a large menu of
transportation taxes — at the end of the
five-year construction program he will
launch with the new bonds and restructured debt that he proposes.
The governor should be very clear with
citizens about this as he extends New
Jersey’s long run of borrow-and-spend
transportation finance.
Jon Orcutt
Tri-State Transportation Campaign

Parking Tickets Are
$20, Not $35, in WF
Regarding Mitch Slater’s letter to the
editor: Mitch, you did get what you deserve, as did I at 6:15 this past Thursday
night. Yet to make the comment “shame
on the officer,” you are completely out
of line. He was doing his job, what he/
she is paid to do out of those taxes we
pay.
Not only should you read the signs
(as should I have) but you should also
read the ticket. The fine is $20, not $35,
for overtime on a meter. So, I am sure
they appreciate the $15 donation. One
last thing, you think if they built a deck
it would be free parking? Now that’s
funny.
Jonathan Walsweer
Westfield

Bernard
Heeney
Creative
Writing Contest
The submission phase for the
newspaper’s creative writing contest
has been closed, effective March 1.
There have been several dozen outstanding entries. The judging phase
is beginning, which will take more
than a month.
Winning entries will be published
this spring in the 34th annual edition
of This Is Westfield.
Congratulations and thank you to
everyone who has entered. To ensure
that nothing has been overlooked, an
e-mail confirmation will be sent to all
those who have entered within two
weeks. If you have not heard from us
by then, please let us know. Assuredly, the readers will enjoy your work.
Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color
Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check
For more information, see
www.goleader.com
www.goleader.com/presskit
www.goleader.com/classifieds
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Reader Irked Over Professor’s
Take on ‘Loan’ and ‘Lent’
By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

POST MARKED…Letters in the Austrian-Hungarian Empire in 1888 were
cancelled with postmarks as shown above. Items such as this will be on display this
Saturday, March 4, at the Westfield Stamp Show.

Stamp Show to Feature
Plethora of Philatelic Items
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Stamp Club will hold its annual stamp
show on Saturday, March 4, in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street. Co-sponsored by
the Westfield Recreation Commission, the show will be open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free.
The show will feature stamp dealers from around the state who will
present a wide range of philatelic
items for sale in every price range.
Additionally, the show will host the
annual exhibit competition among

Bramnick Addresses
Phone Mail System
WESTFIELD — Asm. Jon
Bramnick (LD-21) is the sponsor of
Bill A-2690, which would require
state and local government agencies
to offer a “zero option” for callers.
This would allow persons who call a
state agency or municipality during
normal business hours to have the
option of pressing zero in order to
speak to a human being or a message
machine for a named employee.
Asm. Bramnick said he would introduce a resolution urging government-regulated entities, such as insurance companies, to do the same.
“The frustration by seniors and others who are lost in the endless phone
mail system that now blocks the zero
option must be addressed. The press
zero option should, at the very minimum, allow consumers to leave a
message regarding a complicated
problem that is not addressed by the
options provided. Insurance companies often demonstrate a lack of civility by not treating people like citizens, but treating them as just callers
to be herded into a series of potentially confusing categories,” Asm.
Bramnick said.
This legislation is consistent with
other proposals by Assemblyman
Bramnick in that it reflects his desire
to bring civility back to the state.

club members who will exhibit stamps
and postal history items from around
the world. Exhibits will include those
by people who are new to the field as
well as those who have shown their
work at the international competitive
level.
The theme of this year’s show is
“Stamp Collecting – A Family Activity.” A special introductory session
will be held at 11 a.m. for youngsters
in grades 3 to 5 accompanied by a
parent. Noted stamp collector and
author Steven Rod will conduct the
45-minute session. At the conclusion
of the demonstration, children will
receive over 100 stamps and related
items as a gift from the Westfield
Stamp Club to help them get started
in this hobby. There is no charge to
attend, but space is limited. Reservations must be made by tomorrow,
Friday, March 3. To sign up and receive an admission ticket via return
email, please send an email to
SeeWSCAuction@aol.com.
The club will also have a creative
special exhibit honoring the New Jersey Turnpike. For additional information, please call (908) 232-0539.

Asw. Stender Opposes
NJ Ports Proposal
SCOTCH PLAINS — Monday,
Asw. Linda Stender sponsored Bill A2702 to inhibit the New Jersey ports
deal without Port Authority approval.
“By handing control of port operations to Dubai Ports World, I fear we are
welcoming our own Trojan Horse into
the heart of our transportation and import/export centers,” said Asw. Stender
(LD-22). “Much like the Trojans marveled at the huge wooden creation left
by the Greeks to secretly gain access to
Troy during the Trojan War, the Bush
Administration is blinded by lucrative
deals to the danger that this unprecedented access supplies. We cannot
welcome terrorist supporting nations
into our midst under the guise of a
business opportunity.”

Here are some questions I was unable to answer in recent weeks:
To the reader who wants to “loan”
her two cents: Regarding your last
column…What university does the
English professor hail from that he
dare claim “I loaned him something”
should be “I lent him something?” I
would bet that this individual teaches
somewhere in the UK such as Oxford
or Cambridge. The reason I suggest
this possibility is that my World Book
Dictionary (page 1225) says the following about “loan.” In standard British English, loan is a noun and lend a
verb. But in American English, loan
and lend are verbs, and loan is both a
verb and a noun. “I loaned (or lent)
him my tuxedo.”
Shame on you for simply believing
this individual just because he was a
professor, without first confirming
the data. Stick to what you do so well,
which is encouraging readers to communicate with one another, no matter
how awkwardly they try.
Answer: Thank you so much. Now
where did I put my dictionaries?
To the angry reader who disliked
my response (recently) to the gay
love story Brokeback Mountain and
felt I was an advocate for the gay
lifestyle:
My response was a clarification
about a specific sensitive and good
movie. In relation to some of your
anxiety re. homosexuality, one of the
greatest fears seems to be that a close
friendship will automatically lead to
affection (emotional and physical)
between two-same sex individuals.
The answer is no!
To the parent who recently found
out that her 12-year-old daughter is
stealing money from her and refuses
to acknowledge it and will not tell
what she does with the money:
We have two issues: Your daughter
lies about it and doesn’t assume any
responsibility and, secondly, we don’t
know what she does with the money.
Cosmetics? Drugs? Food? Bribing
friends? Please make an appointment
with a clinician and evaluate the problem and start on a therapeutic program. This will not disappear, but
will escalate.
To the parent of a 19-year-old who
wonders if his son is in a deep depression since Mark Messier retired from
the Rangers; “Tom” (disguised name)
is an isolated young adult who focused everything on his idol, Mr.
Messier:
Since Tom has few friends and relationships, doesn’t hang out with
anyone, is overweight, is doing poorly
at school and doesn’t communicate

HOME EQUITY LOANS
NO APPLICATION FEE! NO CLOSING COSTS!

easily with your wife and you, I would
seek counseling now. He seems to
have focused all his energy on an
idol, and now his idol is removed,
bringing forth hidden, yet obvious,
signs of difficulty. Act now.
To the parents of the 12-year-old
girl who is asking questions about her
father’s Catholicism and her mother’s
Jewish background:
Be proud of both heritages and
religions and talk to your daughter
freely, presenting facts and feelings.
Obviously, she is seeking a clearer
religious identity for herself. You may
want to have her talk to a priest and
rabbi who you admire to help her sort
out her feelings. I do not feel this will
create any confusion or chaos. It will
help her form a more comfortable
feeling about her family and her future decisions.

‘Tuthill Scope’ Topic
For Astronomers
CRANFORD – Amateur Astronomers Inc. (AAI) will conduct its
monthly meeting at 8 p.m. on Friday,
March 17, at the Roy Smith Theater
in the Campus Center building at
Union County College, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue in Cranford.
At approximately 9 p.m., a lecture
will be given on “The Tuthill Scope”
by Clif Ashcraft. Mr. Ashcraft had a
major role in the construction and
development of the Tuthill Telescope.
Attendees will be invited to the
William Miller Sperry Observatory
located nearby to speak with club
members and tour the facility. Refreshments will be served. If weather
permits, a celestial viewing focusing
on Saturn will be conducted using the
club’s two large telescopes.
Monthly meetings are held on the
third Friday of each month from September through May. Informal meetings take place on the remaining Fridays at the Sperry Observatory. At
7:30 p.m., a program for younger
audiences is held with topics that
include the constellations and the solar
system. Arrangements can be made
for groups to attend by contacting
bigjody1@net.zero.com.

SNOW BUNNIES…Westfielders enjoy the snow at Ellicottville, N.Y. last weekend and have great family fun while skiing. Pictured, from left to right, are: Dawn
and Joe Farella with their two girls; Ron and Cindy Bansky with their two boys;
Jim and Kathy Hughes; Krissy and Troy Young, and Cara and Jim Foerst.

Harold Oslick to Be Installed
As USPS District 4 Comdr.
WESTFIELD – Harold Oslick, a certification.
Westfield resident for 40 years, has
Legislation was passed in New
been elected Commander of District Jersey on January 9 and signed by
4 of the United States Power Squad- the governor that requires all boaters
rons (USPS). The installation cer- to pass a boating safety course and
emony will take place on Saturday, receive a state certificate. The legisMarch 4, at the Change of Watch at lation requires at least eight hours of
the Parsippany Hilton Hotel.
boating safety instruction and a writCommander Oslick has been a ten proctored examination.
member of the Watchung Sail and
The legislation requires that all
Power Squadron, the lopersons operating a powcal unit of USPS, since
ered vessel, including a
1974. He served in
PWC or an auxiliary
safety and education
powered sailboat, on the
programs and is a Past
waterways of the state,
Commander. He has
and born after Decemheld district leadership
ber 31, 1968, must meet
positions for the past
these requirements by
four years and serves on
Thursday, June 1, 2006.
national committees.
These requirements will
The USPS is the
be phased in for older
world’s largest non-govboaters over the next
ernmental boating eduthree years.
cation organization, with
Watchung Sail and
Harold Oslick
more than 50,000 volunPower Squadron will ofteer members in over 450 squadrons fer boating safety courses in Union
located throughout the nation, Puerto County to the public in March, April,
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and To- May and June.
kyo, Japan.
For information and to register, please
The organization has been teach- contact Squadron Education Officer Riing boating safety for 90 years. All chard Sendell at (908) 453-3835, e-mail
states and the National Association rsendell4@comcast.net or Boating
of State Boating Law Administra- Course Chairman Bill Foy at (908) 370tors have approved the Power Squad- 8157; e-mail yof123@aol.com. Other
ron Boating Safety courses. Courses course locations may be obtained by
are taught by approved boating safety calling USPS headquarters at (888)
instructors who are trained in navi- 367-8777 or online at www.usps.org/
gation and seamanship with USPS d_stuff/locate.html.

Chateau Pascaud $11.99
Everything you could ask for in a medium bodied
inexpensive Bordeaux. Located near St. Emilion,
it has a similar microclimate and like most St.
Emilion, this is a Merlot dominated wine. Nice
berry and cherry fruit tones with a light sprinkling
of mineral and herb notes.

Valle Reale Montepulciano D’Abruzzo $14.99

$250 VISA Gift Card at Closing*
Fixed & Variable Rate Loans
Competitive Rates
Flexible Terms
Consolidate debt. Borrow for home improvement.
Finance a large purchase. Refinance your first mortgage!

CALL 1-800-796-5000 ext. 10

Not the wine you get at the pizza joint, but a
real example of how good this grape and area
can be. Well balanced, with good deep cherry
fruit, it has great bright color and an excellent
long tangy finish.

Domaine Quenard Vin de Savoie Chignin $18.99
A fascinating and refreshing white from the western slopes of the French Alps. Made from old vines
of the Jacquere grape, this is a delightful surprise.
A mineral core surrounded by deep pear and
lemon flavors, it lingers on the palate and invites
fish and lighter chicken dishes.

Eifel Schweicher Annaberg “Alte Reben
Vom Roten Schiefer” $27.99
When Herr Eifel and his daughter visited us last week and showed
us their wines, this one was the one they were most glowing proud
of, and rightfully so. Made from 50 to 75 year old vines, this shows
the concentration and delicacy that careful long-term farming can
produce. Melon, apple, red currant and flowers, all against a
frame of great acidity and red slate.

Your Favorite Wines
$8.99
Blackstone Merlot
$10.99
J Lohr Chardonnay
$12.99
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir $7.99
Hess Select Chardonnay
$9.99
$10.99
Toasted Head Chardonnay

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99
$34.99
$25.99
$18.99
$30.99
$23.99
$13.99
$14.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

320 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-1121
Phone: 908-322-2600 ¦ Fax: 908-322-2608
www.ufsfcu.org

$34.99
$30.99
$27.99
$28.99
$14.99
$15.99

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99
$51.99
$55.99
$29.99
$16.99

WINTER SPECIAL!

%
10OFF
*Offer valid through March 31,2006. Minimum amount borrowed to qualify $25,000.

The gift
card cannot be substituted for cash or credit or used in conjunction with any other offer. UFSFCU
is not responsible for lost or stolen cards. The credit union reserves the right to change the terms
of this offer at any time.

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Any 2 bottles
of wine with
this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.
Expires 03/08/06

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99
$23.99
$14.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99
$19.99
$19.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L
4L

Your Favorite Cordials
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

20
10

%
OFF
%
OFF

$17.99
$17.99
$15.99
$13.99
$18.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine
Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341
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Turtles and Music Among
Latest Library Offerings
WESTFIELD – A program featuring turtles and music will take place
at the Westfield Memorial Library,
located at 550 East Broad Street, on
Saturday, March 11, at 10:30 a.m.
“Turtlesinger” Karen Buckley, a
naturalist and musician, will perform with her husband, Charlie
Buckley, and their three large turtles.
The couple will show their audience
the many features of their turtles.
Additionally, Mrs. Buckley will perform her original turtle songs, which
encourage respect for all living creatures.
Sponsored by the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library, the program is suitable for children age
three and older with a Westfield Library card.
“Budgeting and Saving” will take
place tomorrow, Friday, March 3,
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. This program, sponsored by Commerce
Bank, instructs youngsters in kin-

JCC Announces Date
For Newcomers Brunch
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will host a
free brunch for new and prospective
members from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Sunday, March 19. This event will
acquaint attendees with the JCC’s
facilities and programs.
The Early Childhood Director will
be available to assist with Fall 2006
Preschool registration and answer
questions, and a Camp Yachad representative will be on hand as well to
visit with new and prospective camp
families. Interested individuals are
asked to respond by Friday, March
10, by contacting Marla Itzkin, JCC
Membership Director, at (908) 8898800, extension no. 236, or at
mitzkin@jccnj.org.

Cannonball House
To Be Open Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The historic
Osborn Cannonball House, located
at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains,
will reopen for 2006 this Sunday,
March 5, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Betty Lou Jones of Scotch Plains
will give a demonstration of hand
quilting. Visitors also will have an
opportunity to view a display of quilts.
Costumed docents will be available to give tours of the museum,
built circa 1760. There is no admission fee.

dergarten through second grade on
practicing good money skills. Preregistration is requested.
Another children’s activity slated
tomorrow (a school holiday) is a
screening of the film The Iron Giant
at 10:30 a.m. The following Friday,
March 10, the library will show the
film Pippi Longstocking at 3:30 p.m.
Both events are for those in kindergarten through fifth grade.
Every Saturday morning, chess
sets are available for youngsters who
know how the pieces move and enjoy the game.
For adults, TGIF: Bing Crosby
will be featured tomorrow, Friday,
March 3, at 1:30 p.m. On Friday,
March 10, the library will offer TGIF:
Langston Hughes, also at 1:30 p.m.
Finally, the Great Decisions discussion group, co-sponsored by the
Westfield Area League of Women
Voters and the Westfield Adult
School, will kick off its eight-part
series on world issues on Monday,
March 6, from 7 to 9 p.m. with
“Pandemics and Security.” Individuals may attend as many of the sessions as they wish.
The fee for the series, including
the workbook, is $55. Individual sessions without the workbook are $15
each. All fees are payable to the
Westfield Adult School. For more
information or to register, please call
(908) 233-1035.
To learn more about library programs, please call (908) 789-4090,
visit www.wmlnj.org or pick up the
library’s quarterly newsletter.

Organizer to Speak
To Woman’s Club
FANWOOD – The Woman’s Club
of Fanwood will welcome professional organizer Jamie Novak at its
Wednesday, March 8 meeting. Ms.
Novak has given workshops and presentations nationwide.
The meeting will begin with refreshments at 12:30 p.m. in the dining room of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church. Attendees may reach the
dining room through the Marian Avenue entrance near Martine Avenue.
After a fellowship period and a
very brief opening exercise, Ms.
Novak will present her program, entitled “How to Have a 25-Hour Day!”
She will offer practical advice for
getting tasks done without becoming
overwhelmed. To confirm plans to
attend or for more details, please call
Barbara Couphos at (908) 322-7892
by Monday, March 6.
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Service League Awarded
ExxonMobil Grant Funds
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League recently was granted $2,000
from the ExxonMobil Foundation
Volunteer Program in recognition of
the volunteer service of three members of the league.
The league operates a thrift shop
located at 1730 East Second Street in
Scotch Plains. The spouses of three
retired Exxon employees completed
the required number of volunteer
hours at the shop to make them eligible to apply for the grant. Volun-

Library Friends Seek
Sale Items and Help

Miss Marla R. Genoni and Brian J. Norton

Miss Marla R. Genoni
To Wed Brian J. Norton
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Genoni of
Arlington, Va. and Westfield and
Monmouth Beach, N.J. have announced the engagement of their
daughter, Miss Marla Reinoso Genoni
of Newport Beach, Calif., to Brian
Joseph Norton, also of Newport
Beach. He is the son of Ms. Deborah
Jane Burditt of Glen Ellyn, Ill. and
Crystal Lake, Mich. and Thomas
Carter Norton of Washington, D. C.
and Chicago, Ill., and the grandson of
George Burditt of Chicago.
A member of the Class of 1995 at
the Oak Knoll School in Summit,
where she was valedictorian, Miss
Genoni graduated cum laude and Phi
Beta Kappa with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Economics from Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass. in
2000. She also was valedictorian of
the Class of 2005 at the Institute of
Interior Design in Newport Beach,
Calif.
The bride-elect is a member of the
Phi Beta Kappa Society, the Harvard
Club of New York and the International Interior Design Association, as
well as a board member of the American Society of Interior Design.
Her fiancé is a member of the graduating Class of 1997 at Glenbard West
High School in Glen Ellyn, Ill. He
graduated cum laude with a Bachelor

of Arts degree in History, Class of
2001, from Harvard University in
Cambridge, Mass.
Mr. Norton is a member of the Fly
Club of Cambridge, Mass. and the
Harvard Club of New York. He is
employed as Vice President of Business Development with LandAmerica
Corporation in Newport Beach.
The wedding will take place in
June 2006 in Washington, D.C., after
which the couple will reside in New
York.

Urbanos Welcome
Gabriella Rose
John and Jacqueline Urbano of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter, Gabriella Rose
Urbano, on Friday, February 10, at
1:57 p.m. at Saint Barnabas Medical
Center in Livingston.
Gabriella weighed 8 pounds and
12 ounces and measured 20.5 inches
in length at birth.
She joins her sister, Grace, age
five, and brother, Brian, age three.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Jack and Diane Cleary of
Martinsville.
Salvatore and Jeanette Urbano are
her paternal grandparents.

Calling all Volunteers!

Richie & Stan

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
are asking area residents to donate
their used books and audio-visual
materials and/or volunteer for a few
hours to help with their used book
sale, scheduled from Thursday
through Saturday, March 16 to 18.
Donated items need to be in good
condition, as they will be resold. The
Friends are requesting fiction and nonfiction works, children’s books and
cookbooks, as well as material in
other categories.
Additionally, volunteers are needed
to help set up for the sale, assist with
publicity, provide service during the
sale and box the remainders. Publicity assistance currently is needed.
Help will be needed to set up for the
sale between Monday and Wednesday, March 13 to 15.
The sale hours will be as follows: 9
a.m. to 8 p.m. on March 16; 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. on March 17 and 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. on March 18. Cleanup work will
immediately follow the event.
Interested volunteers may sign up
at the library’s Circulation Desk,
where sign-up sheets are available, or
call the library at (908) 322-5007.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

teers work two-and-a-half hours per
week at the store, plus three Saturdays a year.
With all funds raised through daily
sales at the thrift shop donated back
into the local communities, less rent,
utility bills and other operating expenses, the award will pay for improving the store’s air conditioning,
installing an awning over the back
door and a minimal security system.
The thrift shop has been in operation for over 30 years. Over the years,
the league has donated more than
$800,000 back into the community.
The league expressed appreciation
to ExxonMobil for recognizing the
volunteers who help local charities.
For more information about the thrift
shop, please call (908) 322-5420.

Genealogical Society
Posts Meeting Date
WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will meet
on Thursday, March 9, at 1 p.m. in the
Program Room of the Westfield Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.
The program, entitled “Researching at the New York Genealogical and
Biographical Society” will be presented by Edward H. L. Smith. Mr.
Smith is Director of the society’s
library.
The New York Genealogical and
Biographical Society is one of the
oldest genealogical societies in the
United States and has one of the
nation’s leading genealogical research
libraries. Mr. Smith will give an overview of the society and how its resources can be used for researching
family history in New York and neighboring states.
The public is invited to attend this
meeting. Admission is free and refreshments will be served. For additional information, please call Elizabeth Youngs at (908) 276-7104.

Tennis Club’s ‘Tea Party’
To Aid Lymphoma Group
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Indoor Tennis Club will
host a Tennis Tea Party to benefit the
Lymphoma Research Foundation’s
New Jersey Chapter on Sunday,
March 26, from 1 to 5 p.m. at the club,
located at 1191 Route 22, East, in
Mountainside.
Besides tennis, the “Tea Party”
will feature free and fun activities
for attendees while “sitting out,” such
as yoga and Pilates demonstrations
provided by the Westfield/Fanwood
Yoga and Pilates Center. Former
Olympian Lisa Iuliano will lead the
Pilates class.
Complimentary chair massages
also will be available, along with
food, beverages, live music and many

prizes. All players will receive a
“goody bag.”
The requested donation is $50 per
player, and 100 percent of the money
collected from the event will go to
the Lymphoma Research Foundation for lymphoma research and services provided to those who are
touched by the disease.
Anyone who cannot attend the Tea
Party but who would like to make a
donation is asked to mail a check
made payable to Lymphoma Research Foundation to Karen Dorne,
319 Harrison Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090. Spaces are limited. Interested
individuals are asked to respond via
email to kdmedia@webtv.net or call
(908) 233-6075.

Caring & Crisis Hotline
Join our “Mental Health Rescue Squad”
Help callers cope with Stress, Anxiety, Depression,
Loneliness, Suicidal Thoughts and Intentions
No experience required, training provided, flexible scheduling
Hotline commitment - 8 hours per month

John, Munk
& Nick

Come to our OPEN HOUSE to learn more…
Wednesday, March 15, 2006, 7:00pm
First Baptist Church of Westfield
170 Elm Street, Westfield

Try our new Flexible Training Program or the
Traditional Training Class beginning March 22

This Is Westfield 2006
34th Annual Edition, coming May 2006

Reserve Your Ad
Space Now
See goleader.com/tiw
for details or
call a real person at
(908) 232-4407.

For more information, call Sue Fasano
at 908-301-1899
CONTACT Flexible Training is made possible by grants from Elizabethtown
Healthcare Foundation, Overlook Hospital Foundation and Ethicon, Inc.
CONTACT We Care is an agency of the Westfield United Way and United Way of Summit.

Each spring, This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in
Westfield with the newspaper. Several thousand additional copies are distributed to others. It is a year-round reference for residents and a gift for newcomers. This Is Westfield features the
region’s business, education, civic, government and cultural organizations. A must for business in the region.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

!N %VENING OF 7INE  2OSES
0RESENTING OURv%VENINGS OF 7INE  2OSESv DESIGN CLASSES
A UNIQUE TOUCH FOR PARTIES OF SIX TO TWELVE
)N ONE EVENING YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WILL LEARN TO CREATE
BEAUTIFUL ARRANGEMENTS THAT WILL LAST WHILE HAVING FUN
9OU ARE WELCOME TO BRING YOUR OWN WINE AND CHEESE
TO COMPLEMENT THE EVENING #ALL US FOR DETAILS

Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

%XQUISITE &LOWERS FOR *OYFUL /CCASIONS
For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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A Look at the Many Reasons
For Practicing Tolerance
By REV. DR. RAYMOND ROBERTS

The uproar sweeping the Arab
world in response to cartoon depictions of Muhammad gives us much to
ponder. Although most religious
people support the democratic values
of tolerance, freedom of religion and
the press, churches, synagogues and
mosques are called anew to explain
why these values express our deepest
convictions.
To advance this conversation, allow me to share why this Presbyterian believes tolerance (the idea that
others have the right to advocate views
that are entirely wrong) is a deeply
Christian value.
God’s majesty: Christians, like Jews
and Muslims, believe God is greater
and more excellent than our theology. This conviction, confirmed by
an experience of God’s awesomeness, supports a sense of humility. We
are not the measure of all things.
Human sinfulness: Christians believe that humans have dignity, even
as they bear the fault called “sin.”
This realism leads us to be suspicious
of utopian schemes, even those that
claim religious inspiration. It compels us to limit power with checks
and balances. A confrontation with
one’s own sinfulness, which Christians consider necessary for salvation, should yield a humble recognition of one’s tendency to error.
Natural Law: The Apostle Paul
claims that gentiles, who do not have
the divine law, know they fall short of
God’s glory because “The word of the
law is written on their hearts, while
their conscience also bears witness…”
(Romans 2.15). This has been traditionally interpreted to mean that nonbelievers can grasp the Natural Law
through the use of reason. Confidence
in the moral capacity of nonbelievers
contributed to the Constitutional ban

on religious tests for office.
The Holy Spirit: Christians believe
that conversion is the work of the
Spirit illuminating a person’s heart.
This leads us to resist legislating
matters of the conscience. An experience of the Spirit reminds us that
truth has its own advocate.
The example of Jesus: Christians
believe that Jesus’ life is exemplary.
When the ultimate blaspheme took
place on the cross, Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.”
Space does not permit us to explore
how a belief that people are created in
the image of God should remind us to
respect another’s integrity, or how justification by grace (and thus saved
from needing to justify ourselves before God) should produce non-defensiveness, or how the doctrine of sanctification (the idea that the Christian
life involves continual growth in godliness) should support openness to
continual learning and conversion, or
how the doctrine of the church contributed to the development of the separation of church and state. Nevertheless, we see that Christians have a host
of reasons to practice tolerance.
Persons of other faiths will give
their own distinctive reasons for supporting democratic values (Hear these
reasons at the “Paths of Peace” conversation between Christian, Jewish
and Muslim leaders on Wednesday,
March 8, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church at 414 East Broad
Street in Westfield). Though our religious reasons differ, we can unite in
treasuring these values and recommending them to the world.
*******
Reverend Roberts is Senior Pastor
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

Purim Carnival to Feature
Activities, Food and Music
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will hold
its annual Purim Carnival on Sunday, March 12, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.
The festivities, open to both JCC
members and the general public, will
include an array of rides, games,
crafts, music, food and the traditional goldfish. There also will be a
chance to win an iPod Nano.
This year there will be two ticket
options. For children seeking a lot of
activity, wristbands are available for
purchase entitling them to unlimited
rides and games, plus two crafts. For
youngsters who prefer fewer activi-

ties, tickets are for sale in units of
30-ticket cards.
Wristbands purchased in advance
are $22 per child; the cost will be
$25 on the day of the carnival. Thirtyticket cards purchased in advance
are $15 each, and $18 on the day of
the carnival. Anyone who purchases
wristbands or tickets in advance will
be entered into a drawing for a prize.
In addition to celebrating the Purim
holiday, the carnival also serves as a
fundraiser. All profits will support
scholarships to the JCC’s After
School Care program. To purchase
wristbands and/or tickets, or for further information, please contact Jodi
Baxter at (908) 889-8800, extension
no. 235, or at jbaxter@jccnj.org.

SP Library to Extend
Amnesty March 6 to 11
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HAZAK Plans Author Visit;
Annual Ethics Conversation

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BEN!…Girl Scout Brownies and Daisies (kindergarten
through grade 2) at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield attended their annual
Brownie-Daisy Dance on January 6. This year’s theme was “Ben Franklin’s 300th
Birthday Bash,” for which the girls donned white paper hats to resemble powdered
wigs. Patrick Rooney, former assistant principal of Franklin School, in background, also attended the party dressed as the famous statesman and scientist.

Senior Club to Learn Tips
On Organizing Possessions
SCOTCH PLAINS – Regulars and
newcomers alike are invited to attend the 12 O’Clock Club’s monthly
luncheon and program at noon on
Tuesday, March 14, at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains. The meeting will take place
downstairs in the church’s Ryno Hall.
Guest speaker Jamie Novak will
present a program entitled “StressFree Downsizing.” A professional
organizer, Ms. Novak is the author
of “A Busy Person’s Guide to a Life
You Love” and “1,000 Quick and
Easy Organizing Secrets.”

Caregivers Meeting
Slated For Monday
WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chronically ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, March 6, at 8 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church, located on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
Meetings are held on the first nonholiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information on
the group, please call Marilyn Ryan
at (908) 233-8757.

Final ‘God’s Wonders’
To Feature Sea Life
WESTFIELD – The final class on
“God’s Wonders in Science” will take
place on Wednesday, March 8, from 7
to 8 p.m. at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.
The topic will be “Under the Sea,”
in which whales will be compared to
sharks and there will be a hands-on
submarine experiment. This class is
geared toward those in kindergarten
through fifth grade and costs $10.
Pre-registration is required and may
be done through the church office, by
calling (908) 233-2278 or e-mailing
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Wendy:

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, will offer amnesty for
any late materials returned the week
of March 6 through March 11.
The trustees have approved this
week of no fines as a gesture of appreciation to patrons for their patience
during the last several months of construction at the library, according to
Library Director Meg Kolaya.
Normal programming has resumed and the Friends of the Library are collecting materials for
their annual book sale later this
month. For further information or
directions to the library, please call
(908) 322-5007.

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Happy
50th!

She will offer tips and techniques
for dealing with items such as paper,
mail, recipes, receipts, family photographs, clippings, catalogues, souvenirs and seasonal décor that can
accumulate in homes and require
sorting.
Ms. Novak will provide ideas that
can be used whether someone is moving to a smaller home or just
downsizing their current living space.
A social organization for older
adults, the 12 O’Clock Club meets at
noon on the second Tuesday of each
month from October through May.
The Willow Grove Church is located
at 1961 Raritan Road and is handicap-accessible.
The cost of the lunch and program
is $5. To make a reservation, please
call the church office during morning hours at (908) 232-5678 or Wilma
Sinnock at (908) 889-6661.
Individuals also are invited to attend the free Yoga/Stretching Class
offered by Connie DiDario at Willow Grove every Tuesday from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m.

Workshop at Library
To Study Franchising
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Kean
University Small Business Development Center will present a seminar
entitled “Is Franchising the Right
Choice For You?” on Wednesday,
March 8, at 6:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.
This free workshop is geared toward the local small business community. Light refreshments will be served.
Registration is required. To register or
obtain more information, please call
(908) 322-5007. The library is located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation Beth Israel’s HAZAK social
group for people age 55 and older
has announced the dates for two
events to be held at the synagogue,
located at 18 Shalom Way in Scotch
Plains.
On Wednesday, March 15,
HAZAK will host a talk on Kabballah
and Mysticism at 1 p.m., featuring
Max Anteby, author of the book “The
Jewish Theory of Everything.” Mr.
Anteby studied Talmud for nine years
at Mirrer Yeshivah in Brooklyn, N.Y.
and currently is Chief Financial Officer for “In Motion,” a private label
swimwear company.
In the past, he served as director
for various organizations within the
Brooklyn Sephardic community and
now devotes his spare time to learning, teaching and writing.
Reservations for this event are required and may be made by calling
(908) 889-1830. The cost to attend is
$2 for non-members.
On Sunday, March 19, at 11 a.m.,
HAZAK and the synagogue’s Adult
Education Committee will host their
combined program, called the Annual Ethics Conversation.
This interactive discussion between a panel of professionals and
the audience will explore ethical
questions encountered in daily living. The panelists will include Rabbi
George Nudell, attorney Heidi
Grossman and Dr. Michael
Rosenberg. Attorney David Littman

First Baptist Offering
Stations During Lent
WESTFIELD – As part of its Lenten
observance, the First Baptist Church
of Westfield is offering stations for
private reflection in the sanctuary. The
church is located at 170 Elm Street.
Each station will include a scripture reading from the last week of
Jesus’ life, an object on which to
focus one’s thoughts and an activity
to engage the individual in applying
the scripture to his or her own life.
The stations will serve as a means to
engage all the senses: touch, smell and
taste, as well as sight and hearing. They
will be changed every other Wednesday.
A worship service introducing the
new ones will take place on March 15
and March 29. In all, 12 stations will
have been presented prior to Maundy
Thursday, April 15.
Stations will be open to the public
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., as well as whenever the church
is open for evening events. For more
information, please call the church
office at (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

will moderate the discussion. Admission and light refreshments will
be free, but reservations are required
and may be made by calling (908)
889-1830.

Temple Sholom to Hold
Twice-Monthly Minyan
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom, located at 74 South Martine Avenue in
Fanwood, will present Shabbat Morning Minyan on Saturdays, March 11
and 25, at 10 a.m. at the temple.
This Minyan and Torah study program will enable participants to learn
about services, study Torah and experience worship in a casual roundtable
setting. No fee or pre-registration is
required and all are welcome.
To start, the Minyan will meet two
Saturdays a month. For scheduling or
more information, please call Temple
Sholom at (908) 889-4900.

Interfaith Discussion
To Focus on Peace
WESTFIELD – A new local interfaith initiative entitled “Paths of
Peace” will begin on Wednesday,
March 8, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, located at 414
East Broad Street in Westfield.
Speakers will include Muslim
Imam W. Deen Shareef, Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield and the Reverend Dee Dee
Turlington of the First Baptist Church
of Westfield. Together, they will explore sacred texts, traditions and historical religious figures that speak of
peace.
Members of the public are invited
to attend. The purpose of “Paths of
Peace” is to bring people together to
study the meaning of peace and to
implement it in their daily lives.

WNC Sets Talk Friday
On Prescription Plans
WESTFIELD – Area residents are
invited to attend a free presentation
on the new Medicare prescription
plans for 2006 tomorrow, Friday,
March 3, at 10:30 a.m. at the
Westfield Neighborhood Council,
located at 127 Cacciola Place in
Westfield.
A specialist from Aetna will be the
featured speaker, and a continental
breakfast will be served. Space is
limited. For reservations and more
information, please call (908) 2332772.

www.goleader.com

We know that having
a baby is hard work.
Shopping for one shouldn’t be.

From
Your Friends

Our Alzheimer’s care begins with
what’s been forgotten.
Each senior has a history that makes them a
unique individual. At Sunrise our approach
to Alzheimer’s care begins with understanding
the stories and details of a senior’s life.
Knowing our residents better means we can
help them attain what we call “pleasant days”
by ﬁnding activities they can enjoy and be
successful at. We do this in specially designed

The premier destination for all
your baby needs from cribs to
clothing, bibs to backpacks,
and silverspoons to strollers.

surroundings that are both safe and nurturing,
where who they are is never forgotten.
Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living community for more information about how we
care for seniors with memory impairment.
In Mountainside and Westﬁeld, we feature
our Reminiscence program for Alzheimer’s
residents.

I A registry that earns rewards you’ll love
I Special orders, so you can get what you want
I Appointments to fit your lifestyle
I A private lounge for nursing moms

Free glaucoma screenings and personal consultations at Sunrise of Westﬁeld
Tuesday, March 14 from 9:30am-1:00pm

I Free gift wrapping
I Home delivery for those hard to carry items

Bring in this ad
and save $10 off
any purchase of
$50 or more.
Offer expires on March 31, 2006 and may not be
combined with any other promotions or coupons.
Limit one per customer.

$10 OFF!

Mountainside
Westﬁeld

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Sunrise of Westﬁeld

908-654-4460
908-317-3030

1350 Route 22 West
240 Springﬁeld Avenue

AL, ALZ
AL, ALZ

Crosspointe Town Square • (Across from Wegman’s)
25 Woodbridge Center Drive
Woodbridge, NJ 07095 • 732-750-0022
www.destination-baby.com
Hours: Monday-Saturday, 10am-9pm
Sunday: 11am-5pm

AL=Assisted Living ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

THE PREMIER DESTINATION FOR ALL YOUR BABY NEEDS
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Education News
New Course Offered At
Westfield Adult School

PEARLY WHITES…From left to right, Brunner students Ada Osolu, John
DeMarco, Sophia Mineo and Sarah Gorman show off their bright smiles and
dental-health-month tee shirts they received during the trip to the dental clinic at
Union County VoTech.

Future Voters of Westfield
Get Mayor’s Attention
WESTFIELD –Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky paid a special visit to
the third graders of Jefferson Elementary on Tuesday afternoon to address
specific concerns of the students. The
students completed a month-long
community-improvement project
where they had to find an aspect of
Westfield they felt needed improvement.
They wrote a plan of how they
would have it fixed and some students sent letters to the mayor’s office
in hopes of a response to these issues.
Much to their delight, the mayor
agreed to make a special stop at the
school and spent an hour with the
eight- to nine-year-old students discussing his role, the different aspects
of their community, which improvement projects are currently underway
and which projects the mayor plans
on looking into as a result of the
students’ keen observations.
“It was so cool to have the mayor of
Westfield talk to us. It was really
great to hear that some of our ideas
will get fixed,” said one of the thirdgrade students.
“A visit from Mayor Skibitsky is an
experience that will stay with these

children for quite some time,” said
third-grade teacher Robyn Schiff. “The
students worked very hard on their
community improvement project and
this just proves to each of them that
their voices can be heard loud and
clear.” The mayor even opened up the
floor to a question-and-answer period.
The students seemed most surprised
to learn of the mayor’s $1 salary.

Area Students Compete
In Science Olympiad
AREA – Students from students
from Westfield High School,
Edison Intermediate School and
Union County Magnet High
School in Scotch Plains will compete at the annual statewide Science Olympiad at Middlesex
County College in Edison on
Thursday, March 14.
The event starts at 9:30 a.m. and
continues until 2:30 p.m. For details,
visit www.njscienceolympiad.org,
click on state tournament and then
state tournament event schedule.
For more information, contact (973)
627-5330 or via e-mail at
white@rfcp.com.

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY
WITH A HOME ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTION
LICENSED IN NEW JERSEY
Lead Me Out Environmental Services Inc. 632 Broadway, 7th floor New York, NY 10012
Phone: (212) LEAD OUT • Fax: (212) 452-4451 • Cell: (917) 553-2113 • Info@Leadmeout.com

Wine Tasting Dinner to Feature
Sonoma Wine Maker Susie Selby.
Jeffrey Rust, chef/owner of
Jeffrey’s of Westfield is
pleased to announce a Wine
Tasting Dinner to be held on
Monday, March 13 at 7 pm.
Susie Selby, owner and sole
winemaker of Selby Winery
from Sonoma California, will
conduct a tasting of Selby
wines during this very special
evening.
Selby wines are made by
hand in small quantities, using
time-honored, traditional wine
making methods. The entire
winery is designed to
accommodate
their
handcrafted approach. The
winery produces 12,000 cases
per year. Recently, Robert
Redford purchased every
bottle of Selby’s 2002 Russian
River Chardonnay for the
Sundance Film Festival!
Selby’s 2001 Russian River
Chardonnay was awarded a 92
rating by the Wine Spectator
Magazine.
The 5-course menu will be
accompanied by wines
crafted with grapes from the
premier
wine-growing
regions in Sonoma. The menu
will feature: Assorted Hors
D’Oeuvres accompanied by
2004 Selby Sauvignon Blanc
(Sonoma); Asparagus and
Smoked Salmon Salad with a
Lemon Thyme Dressing,

paired with Selby 2004
Russian River Chardonnay;
Warm
Duck
Confit,
Applewood Smoked Bacon
and Gruyere Cheese Tartlette
served with Selby 2004
Russian River Pinot Noir, and
Classic Veal Ragout in a VolAu-Vent with 2003 Selby
Merlot (Sonoma). Dessert
will feature Roasted Golden
Pineapple with Coconut
Sorbet and Toasted Pound
Cake served with Selby 2001
Late Harvest Gewurztraminer
(Sonoma). This limited
production wine is only
available at the winery. All
wines will also be available
for purchase by the bottle at
the dinner.
While Ms. Selby’s favorite
place to be is in the vineyard,
she enjoys sharing the fruits of
her labor with fellow wine
lovers. Says Selby, “I make
wine I love to drink, plain and
simple.”
The cost of the evening is $89 per
person, plus tax and gratuity.
Reservations are required, and can
be made by calling 908-232-4517.
For additional information about
Jeffrey’s of Westfield please visit
www.jeffreysofwestfield.com. For
information about Selby Winery
visit www.selbywinery.com

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

DEEGAN
ROOFING

C O M P A N Y

Westfield – The Westfield Adult
School begins its Spring 2006 semester on March 6 and runs through May
1. Most classes meet Monday evenings at Westfield High School. (No
classes April 10.) Class lengths and
start dates vary.
New courses include: beginning
tennis, drawing and sketching,
improv, belly dancing and American
Sign Language. New home and garden, computer and financial strategies classes join returning favorites.
The Mission Organization series returns this semester with a special
tuition discount for those who sign up
for all five classes.
The Great Decisions discussion
series is also returning to the Adult
School this year. Programs will be
held Monday evenings from 7-9 p.m.
at the Westfield Memorial Library.
The Westfield Area League of Women
Voters and the Westfield Memorial
Library sponsor Great Decisions.
Pre-registration for all courses is
strongly recommended. On February
27, members of the Adult School
Board will be available from 7 – 9
p.m. at Westfield High School to answer your questions and help with
registration.
Registration continues throughout the semester, either by mail or
in person at the high school on

Union Catholic Hosts
Class of 1996 Reunion
SCOTCH PLAINS – Planning for
the Union Catholic Regional High
School class of 1996 10-year reunion
is under way. The reunion will take
place during October 2006 the location, date and time to be announced at
a later date.
Anyone knows a class member or
who is a Union Catholic 1996 graduate and would like to be added to the
mailing or e-mail list, is asked to
contact Chris Czubowicz, reunion
chairman, at chrisc@omniist.com or
the Union Catholic Alumni Relations
Office at (908) 889-1600, ext. 309.
Committee members are: Mr.
Czubowicz, Bill Werkmeister, Nicole
Luciano, Lorin Howard, Kaleia
Edmundo and Melody Wiggins.

Monday evenings when the Adult
School is in session. Forms and complete course information are available in the catalog, on the website,
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool,
or by calling (908) 232-4050.

Christine Leiz Receives
Colgate Dean’s Award
WESTFIELD – Christine Leiz,
daughter of Westfield residents Ginny
and David Leiz, is a recipient of the
Dean’s Award for academic excellence during the Fall 2005 semester
at Colgate University, where she is a
member of the class of 2007. To be
eligible for the Dean’s Award, a
Colgate student must achieve a 3.30
or higher average, while carrying a
full course load of four courses per
semester.
A 2003 graduate of Westfield High
School, Christine is concentrating in
Psychology and Political Science at
Colgate.
During the spring 2006 semester,
Christine will attend the NYU Study
Abroad program in Florence, Italy.

UC Students Achieve
Natl. Merit Recognition
SCOTCH PLAINS –Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains announced that two Union County students were recently lauded.
Kazimierz Filus, residing in Linden and a parishioner of St. Theresa’s,
was awarded the honor of being
named a National Merit Finalist. The
selection of 8,200 Merit Scholarship
winners from the group of more than
15,000 finalists nationwide is now in
progress.
Union Catholic also announced that
Olutomi Sodeke, residing in Union,
was named a finalist by the National
Achievement Scholarship Program
in the 42nd annual academic competition for Black-American high school
students. Olutomi is now in competition for approximately 800 Achievement Scholarship awards from the
finalist group, worth some $2.5 million, which will be offered next spring
for college undergraduate study.

BUTTERMORE AND FOLTZ
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
FOUR FOUR FIVE EAST BROAD
POST OFFICE BOX 2189
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07091-2189
TEL (908) 232-0292
FAX (908) 232-3277
GRANT M. BUTTERMORE, J.D.
Counsellor at Law
Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel
Admitted, U.S. Supreme Court
gmb@buttermoreandfoltz.com

DAVID B. FOLTZ, J.D., LL.M.
Admitted, New York
U.S. Court of International Trade
U.S. Tax Court
dbf@buttermoreandfoltz.com

January 1, 2006

WF High School Teacher
Receives Diversity Award
WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) teacher Joseph Nierle
will receive a special achievement
award at the fifth annual Union County
Human Relations Commission
(UCHRC) Award Ceremony on Tuesday, April 25. The award is being
presented to Mr. Neirle in recognition of his contributions to fostering
human rights and relations among
the people of Union County, and for
promoting and advancing the understanding, acceptance and appreciation of cultural diversity.
Mr. Nierle teaches drama and di-

Leiz Named Officer
At Federal Academy
WESTFIELD – Midshipman Matt
Leiz of Westfield was selected to serve
as the second company academic officer at the US Merchant Marine Academy in Kings Point, N.Y.
As the second company academic
officer, Midshipman Leiz is responsible for academic supervision of the
company’s underclassmen. He helps
make arrangements for tutors and
counsels individuals on academic issues. He also serves as a mediator
with professors and the Dean’s Department. Midshipman Leiz received
a Gold Academic Achievement Star
in November 2005 for his first-term
GPA of 3.9.
A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, Midshipman Leiz is studying Logistics and Intermodal Transportation at the academy.
He is the son of David and Ginny
Leiz. Congressman Mike Ferguson
nominated him to the academy.

Union Catholic Offers
Annual Tricky Tray
SCOTCH PLAINS –Union Catholic High School, 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, is hosting their
annual Tricky Tray Auction on Friday, March 24. This year’s theme is
“Hooray for Hollywood”. The doors
will open at 6 p.m. Admission tickets
are $10 and include one sheet of bid
tickets, coffee, sweets and a chance to
win a door prize. For ticket information call: (908) 889-1600, ext. 310.

SP’s Correll Initiated
Into Baylor Sorority
SCOTCH PLAINS – Lauren “Lexi”
Correll, daughter of Jim and Pat
Correll of Scotch Plains, has been
initiated into Kappa Delta Sorority at
Baylor University.
Lauren is a freshman majoring in
Forensic Science. She is a graduate of
the Wardlaw Hartridge School in
Edison where she was active in
JROTC, Model UN, Spanish Club
and varsity basketball.
At Baylor, Lauren is the secretary
of the Forensic Society.

WORSHIP SERVICES
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY, WESTFIELD
1st and 3rd Sundays, 10:30 AM at the Christian Science Reading Room
116 Quimby Street (Across from Robert Treat Delicatessen.)
For reading room hours and other information: 908-232-3226.

Christian Science Sentinel - Radio Edition
SUNDAYS at 7 AM on WOR Radio (710 AM)
Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio
March 5 - Does God Send Good and Evil?
March 12 - Looking for Satisfaction in All the Right Places
March 19 - Redemption: Free from the Grip of Past Mistakes
March 26 - What Happens When You Put God First
For additional information on Christian Science visit:
www.tfccs.com, www.spirituality.com, www.csmonitor.com, www.powerfulprayer.com

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

908-322-6405

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

100 CANS IN 100 DAYS…The Kindergarten classes at School One in Scotch
Plains will celebrate the 100th day of school in a different way this year. The
children and their teachers, Laura Smoot and Terri Joslyn, heard that a local food
pantry was nearly empty, and they decided to take action. Together, the three
classes collected well over 100 cans of food, which will be donated to the Victory
Christian Refuge Center Food Bank at 2301 Grier Avenue in Linden. Pictured
with some of their collection are, from left to right, Youssef Said, Aaryn Ross,
Danae Aslidis, Declan Cassidy, Michael Gross, Jared Schenone, Devan BlechingerSlocum, Tommy Drubulis, Molly Reynolds and Isabella Hurtado.

obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

rects the school’s musical and drama
productions. Mr. Nierle uses the stage
as a vehicle to explore and teach his
students and audience about social
issues and conflict.
For instance, his production of The
Laramie Project dealt with issues of
bias crimes and homophobia. More
recently, Mr. Nierle’s production of
Ghetto tackled the subject of genocide in Nazi concentration camps.
The UCHRC believes in the importance of work like Mr. Nierle’s. They
have recognized him because he is an
individual who is working to improve
human relations and eradicate bias
and hate.
Likewise, the Westfield School
District Supervisor of Fine Arts, Dr.
Linda King, said, “Mr. Nierle is a
three-time master of his trade: outstanding educator, consummate director and talented performer. He
raises the bar not only in his classes,
but on the stage. This award is testament of his caring for students, issues, human rights and relations both
in and out of the class. I am extremely
proud of Mr. Nierle and all that he
brings to our department.”

Wilt Placed On Dean’s
List, Graduate in May
WESTFIELD –Vincent Wilt has
been placed on the Dean’s List for the
Fall 2005 semester at Northeastern
University in Boston, Mass. Vincent
is expected to graduate in May 2006
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Architecture.
He recently completed a six-month
internship at Skidmore, Owings &
Merrill in New York City where he
worked on plans for the construction
of Tower 7 of The World Trade Center. Vincent is a 2001 graduate of
Westfield High School and is the son
of Vincent and Sally Wilt.

Matthews Spends
Spring in England
WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Jeffrey Matthews, a sophomore majoring in History and Education at
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s
College at Florham campus, is spending the spring 2006 semester studying at Wroxton College, FDU’s overseas campus in Oxfordshire, England.

SP’s Regg Named
To BU Dean List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Michelle
Regg, a resident of Scotch Plains,
has been named to the dean’s list at
Boston University for the fall semester.

WF Students Honor
Black History Month
WESTFIELD – During the month
of February, Edison Intermediate
School celebrated Black History
Month with evening events on February 23 in the school’s auditorium,
including performances by The Seventh Principle, a contemporary dance
company that brings together traditional African and modern AfricanAmerican dances.
On February 28, Edison held a
morning assembly program during
which students will perform a skit on
Rosa Parks. They also recited poems.
The performances will take place in
the auditorium.
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March Madness
In the Arts
By Dr. Linda M. King
Supervisor of Fine Arts

ADDING UP…Washington students are reminded of the progress of mathematics through the ages via a display in the school’s corridor entitled “The Museum
of Math Machines of Yesteryear.” Standing in front of the display, which includes
an abacus, timepieces, computers, slide rules and calculators, are, from left to
right, second graders Allison Jaruzelski and Anna Browne and first grader
Christopher Parmelee.

Edison Announces Second
Marking Period Honor Roll
WESTFIELD – Edison Intermediate School Principal Cheryl O’Brien
reported the names of students who
earned recognition on the Second
Marking Period Honor Roll.

7th Grade
Distinguished - 63
Paige Alvarez
Ravi Jha
Taylor Anderson
Alycia Jhaveri
Rakhee Barai
Nicholas Kapur
Patrick Bergin
Daniel Kerr
Siya Bhatt
Elizabeth Kiefer
Jane Braun
Meredith Latimer
Stephen Buell
Justin Lee
Eric Byer
Joseph Leopold
Juliana Capuano
Corey Lipschutz
Jillian Ceasrine
Joshua Mazen
Ashtyn Chen
Colleen McCabe
Bryan Chen
Juan Mejias
Alan Chu
Philip Mierswa
Patrick Conlon
Dominick Molinari
Alyssa Conte
Amelia Morabito
Lauren Corcoran
Kevin Mulvey
Tara Culnan
Alexis Murphy
Brian Duffy
Francine Nieva
Olivia Dunham
David Osterman
Jeremy Einbinder
Aris Psyhojos
Justin Erickson
Matthew Ritter
Nicole Frankfort
Allison Rose
Alec Friedlander
Olivia Ryan
Tzvetelina Garneva Nicole Schmeider
Betsy Goellner
Meghan Suriano
Dana Gottdiener
Matthew Tarantino
Emma Gross
Angela Tata
Rachel Harth
Jamie Torcicollo
Evan Hindes
Connor Walters
Alice Hong
Samantha Weidman
Margaret Jacobi
Cheryl Wu
Deborah Wu

7th Grade Honor - 81
Amanda Adsit
Madeleine Archambault

Benjamin Marinelli
Christina Martinez

Max Archambault
Nicholas Attanasio
Rishi Barai
Chloe Baron
Marissa Boretz
Meghan Boylan
Morgan Bungerz
Brian Cantor
Hoon Byung Chae
Nicholas Chapel
Nicholas Chopey
Daniella Ciampa
William Cronen
Emma Crossland
Tierny Cummings
Gustav Danielsson
Nicholas DePalma
Brooke Domino
Elizabeth Driscoll
Colin Eldridge
Krista Embrett
Anna Fetter
Adam Fischette
Steven Forgash

Cara Martone
Sierra McAliney
Jilliana Meola
Philip Mierswa
Madison Mone
Sarah Morasso
Anthony Mormile
Max Narotzky
Megan Nogan
Timothy Noonan
Henry O’Brien
John Perrotta
Michael Pohling
Katherine Ponce
Jennifer Porch
Garrett Pryor
Thomas Pulliam
Bryan Reilly
Alexei Riddle
Matthew Rivera
Paul Rizkalla
Kyla Rodger
Laura Rogut
Justin Sandler

Catalina Gaglioti

Christina Scaglione

Edison Gao
Olivia Scrofani
Alison Glynn
Emma Shor
Spencer Goldin
Shane Skibitsky
Courtney Gurkas
Stephanie Skoller
Russell Hager
Connor Slifer
Jagdish Hall
Robert Steinfeld
Jonathan Henry
Eric Taylor
John Huber
Francesca Tilocca
Brianna Hurtt
Bonnie Valentin
Alex Jedruszczak
Garrett Verdone
Andrew Kirna
Justin White
Steven Korn
Chelsea Wolf
Abigail Kwok
Tianzuo Xu
Larry Zhang

8th Grade
Distinguished – 60
Meredith Ambinder
Elaine Anderson
Nicole Aronson

Danni Liang
Melissa Littman
Rachael Lobo

Leslie Bartsch
Megan Boersig
Zachary Bowman
Emily Budnick
Heather Callahan
Victoria Cheung
Kevin Clancy
Lacy Cummings
Monica D’Amico
Brett Denicola
Elizabeth Dennerlein
Andrew Deutchman
Marykate Doyle
Jennifer Eisenberg
Kathleen Esler
Caroline Fahey
Alex Furlong
Shelley Fussman
Adam Goldberg
Kate Heffernan
Christopher Heinbokel
Zachary Helfand
Kyle Higgins
Anneliese Himmel
Valerie Hoffman
Leslie Holt
Miles Hsu

Kamil Lupicki
Jessica Margolies
Rachel McGovern
Sara Mitchell
Steven Obiajulu
Elizabeth Penczak
Joshua Perlman
Kristi Peyton
Lauren Posluszny
Alison Ricardo
Melissa Riegel
Alicia Rogers
Rebecca Romano
Drew Schapow
Ryan Scrudato
Vishal Shah
Dylan Simon
Emma Smelkinson
Sarah Spitz
Maxwell St. Lifer
Jenna Strauss
Sarah Szollar
Janya Tagat
Madeline Tiedrich
Christina Tsui
Kelsey Wilson
Siyu Xiao

8th Grade Honor - 69
Jamie Ackerman
Allison Ammermuller
Calvin Antoniewicz
Andrew Arnold
Zachary Bakhtin
Allison Barba
Richard Barber
Jamie Bornstein
Jonathan Brucia
Robert Ciarrocca
Sam Crossland

Michael Kaufhold
Sara Koznecki
Kristin Kukis
Su Hee Lee
Kevin Machlowitz
Kevin Monroe
Dylan Moran
Marisa Mormile
Rebecca Morse
Lisa Nehring
Hugo Nolasco

Samantha Cruz

Kathleen O’Donnell-Pickert

Madeleine DeJohn
Brandon Dietz
Mary-Juliet Donohue
Kathleen Dooley
Christopher Douglas
Shannon Doyle
Steven Fallon

Andrea Ortis
Nicholas Polak
Lindsay Psolka
Megan Pulliam
Diana Rogut
Philip Russo
Matthew Sanders

Gregory Fortino

Nikolay Shargorodsky

Elizabeth Frankola
Meghan Freudenheim
Kevin Furlong
Trent Gabriel
Danielle Gawthney

Michael Sheehan
Arielle Silverman
Nicole Spera
Virginia Spinelli
Lindsay Steinbach

Emily Gluck

Claire Stevens-Haas

Brittany Graham
Rosalba Vasquez
Caitlin Guest
Katherine Venezia
James Hay
Queenie Villa
Jakiyah Herron
Timothy Werner
Danielle Hopkins
Jhakyse Williams
Meghan Ince
Melissa Wong
Kelly Irving
Matthew Wronski
Rebecca Kape
Tara Wyant
Jason Yang

Jump Start Students
Visit Dental Clinic
SCOTCH PLAINS – Students in
the Jump Start Pre-K classes at
Brunner and Evergreen Elementary
schools in Scotch Plains recently took
a trip to the Department of Allied
Dental Education School of Health
Related Professions – UMDNJ located at Union County VoTech in
Scotch Plains.
The program, directed by Dr. Karen
Kulikowski and performed by her
dental hygiene students, included a
dental screening, preventive dental
hygiene services, a video and craft on
oral health, tooth-brushing instruction and nutritional counseling. Each
child received a dental health month
tee shirt, a battery-operated toothbrush, toothpaste, a coloring book
and a tooth box. The trip complemented classroom activities and lessons during dental health month.

What happens during March in the
world of the arts?
Youth Art Month is an annual observance each March to emphasize
the value of art education for all children and to encourage support for
quality school art programs. The Art
& Creative Materials Institute, Inc.,
created Youth Art Month in 1961 in
cooperation with the National Art
Educators Association.
Music In Our Schools Month
(MIOSM) began as a single statewide celebration in 1973, and has
grown over the decades to encompass
a day, then a week and then, in 1985,
to become a month-long celebration
of music in our schools. March has
been officially designated by MENC:
The National Association for Music
Education for the observance of
MIOSM, the time of year when music education becomes the focus of
schools across the nation.
“Every student in the nation should
have an education in the arts.” This is
the opening statement of “The Value
and Quality of Arts Education: A
Statement of Principles,” a document
from the nation’s 10 most important
educational organizations, including
the American Association of School
Administrators, the National Education Association, the National Parent
Teacher Association and the National
School Boards Association.
An education in the arts develops
self-esteem and self-expression, as
well as an appreciation for the work
of others. It develops critical thinking
skills that will be important as children continue their education and as
they enter the working world. Our
fast-changing environment requires
that future leaders be creative and
imaginative in problem solving. Students involved in the arts learn these
skills best.
In the Westfield public schools,
every elementary child has art and
music every week, instrumental lessons are offered for any fourth and

Scholarship Available
To SP, FW Students
AREA – High school seniors wishing to apply for Adele deLeeuw Scholarships should obtain applications
now from their school guidance office. The scholarships range from
$1,000 to $5,000. The deadline for
submission of applications is Wednesday, March 15.
Previous winners already in college are also eligible to apply. They
must complete official transcripts of
college grades with new applications.
To date, the Adele deLeeuw Scholarship Fund, which is a fund of the
Plainfield Foundation, has awarded
more than $750,000.
Only students from high schools in
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Plainfield,
North Plainfield, South Plainfield,
Warren, Watchung and Edison are
eligible.
Applicants must plan to major in
art, engineering, writing, journalism
or poetry. They must also prove financial need.
Any questions should be directed
to Sally Young at (732) 381-6269.

Public Invited to Coffee
With Superintendent
SCOTCH PLAINS –Area residents
are invited to attend an evening coffee with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye. The coffee will take place on
Tuesday, March 7 at 7:30 p.m., in the
media center at Park Middle School,
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.
This forum, sponsored by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) Council,
provides an opportunity to meet with
Dr. Choye in an informal setting and
learn about topics of interest in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district. All interested community members are invited to share their questions, concerns and compliments.
For more information, contact Amy
Carow, PTA Council VP, at (908)
889-4918.

Brian Stotter Makes
Brandeis Dean’s List
WESTFIELD — Brian Stotter, a
2005 graduate of Westfield High
School, has been named to the Dean’s
List at Brandeis University in
Waltham, Mass. for the Fall 2005
semester. Students must earn a minimum 3.5 grade point average (on a
4.0 scale) to attain Dean’s List status.
Brian, who is planning on majoring in Neuroscience, also hosts a
weekly electronic music show on the
university’s radio station and is training for certification as an EMT with
the university’s rescue squad. He had
volunteered as a dispatcher on the
Westfield Rescue Squad during his
junior and senior years at the high
school. Brian is the son of Charles
and Jane Stotter.

BUILDING UP…Doug Hambor and third grade students Ryan Hambor and
Katarzyna Sierant enjoy taking apart a television set at Scotch Plains Evergreen
Elementary School’s “Take It Apart Day.” This annual event attended by the
third grade students and parent volunteers lets the students dismantle broken
unused appliances to learn how they work and how they are built.

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Dear Future Principal
Of Westfield High School,
It was recently announced that our
current principal, Dr. Robert Petix,
will be retiring from his position at
the end of this year. Upon hearing
this, questions began to circulate as to
who would be his successor, and more
importantly, what sort of changes he
or she would bring to the high school.
Though I cannot by any means represent the entire student body, and some
of us may dislike certain actions he
has taken or statements he has made,
I believe the majority of us agree that
the open-minded and cooperative atmosphere that existed during Dr.
Petix’s 26-year tenure was a positive
thing that we hope will continue in
the future.
Under Dr. Petix, the school has
flourished both academically and socially. Westfield has been one of the
top schools in New Jersey for years,

WF Schools Closed
Friday, March 3
WESTFIELD –The Westfield
public schools will be closed for
students on Friday, March 3,
while teachers attend in-service
workshops on topics such as curriculum development, web page
design, differentiated instruction, standardized testing, safety
issues and crisis planning.
School offices and the administration building will remain
open.

Putnoky Named
To N.E. Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Trevor Putnoky,
son of John and Jan Putnoky of
Westfield, has been named to the
Dean’s List for the 2005 fall semester
at the University of New England.
Dean’s List students have attained
a grade point average of 3.30 or better
out of a possible 4.0 at the end of the
semester.
A 2003 graduate of Westfield High
School, Trevor majors in English. He
is also actively involved in music.

which is due at least partially to the
fact that, as sophomore Kevin
Shallcross said, “He has kept the high
school to rigorous academic standards,” a feature which becomes particularly important as we begin to
think of college and our future.
Mostly, however, his habit of respecting the freedom of the students,
in addition to listening to our wants
and needs, has been his most redeeming characteristic. This open environment in which students are given the
necessary room to grow, succeed and
maybe even enjoy their education has
played a huge role in not only the
success of the institution as a whole
but also of the individuals who have
passed through it. The mere longevity of this attitude, coupled with the
current condition of the school, speaks
for its self.
During his time as principal, Dr.
Petix has fought on the side of the
students for things such as open lunch,
a privilege that all of us who attend
WHS value greatly, even if only in
anticipation. He has also chosen not
to evoke his right of prior review for
the school’s newspaper, The Hi’s Eye,
and has allowed it to truly be a voice
as well as to “remain an open forum
for discussion of school issues” as
senior and graphics editor Jeff Perrella
put it. As a result, at least partially, the
paper has won numerous awards for
excellence.
In general, Dr. Petix has kept the
high school free of unnecessary rules
and restrictions, choosing instead to
trust the judgment of the kids. Through
this, he has produced a general cooperation with the administration, which
allows the entire community to function more smoothly.
That is not to say that new points of
view and fresh ideas would go unappreciated. It would be foolish though,
to completely do away with a system
that has worked so well for so long.
Having said that, change can and
should be a good thing; let us work
together to make it so.
Sincerely,
Neil FitzPatrick

SAT WRITING WORKSHOP
Is your child ready for the SAT essay?
Lewis Seagull, an adjunct professor of English composition at Kean
University, certiﬁed by the College Board
is available to tutor your child to optimize his or her chance to
achieve the score necessary for acceptance at the college of choice.
Workshop will be held March 11, 18 and 25 12:30 to 2:00pm at
the Center for Academic Success at Kean University

Three sessions – $199
Individual instruction also available
Call (908) 928-9386

688330

A

fifth grade student, and every fifthgrader sings in his or her school chorus. In the intermediate schools, every sixth and seventh grade student is
required to take both music and art,
eighth graders can choose arts and
crafts, fine arts, band, orchestra, chorus and/or drama.
Extra curricular groups such as jazz
bands, orchestras, vocal ensembles,
plays and musicals are offered to challenge the students further. In the high
school, 718 students are enrolled in
art courses; 147 take drama courses;
and 569 students enjoy one of our
music courses. In addition, there are
plenty of clubs, plays and musicals to
further enrich the students who love
the arts.
In the month of March you can
walk through downtown Westfield
and see over 500 student’s artwork
proudly displayed in the store windows; walking through the various
schools one hears music trivia over
the loudspeaker to start the day; at the
end of the month, student assemblies
culminate “Music in Our Schools
Month.” Westfield is a community
that embraces the arts and supports
them in our schools. Participation in
the arts brings countless benefits (psychological, spiritual and physical) to
each individual throughout life. As
the supervisor of fine arts in Westfield,
I am extremely proud of the staff, our
quality programs in all schools and
the supportive community.

Richard Lipsky, M.D.

Art
Ammermuller

• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

“Helping People”

908.233.0920

THE WINSTON SCHOOL
A Custom-Fit Education
Grades 1-8

We’re proud to announce that Winston’s custom-fit
education is going to get even better next year as we
incorporate the All Kinds of Minds program, based on
the research of Dr. Mel Levine.

Come to an Open House
Tuesday, March 7th • 9:00 - 11:00 am
Learn about our individualized approach to education where
we recognize each student’s unique learning style.
To inquire about our program and an Open House Reservation,
call or e-mail Pamela R. Bloom, Ed.M, Head of School

(973) 379-4114 or pbloom@winstonschool.org
100 East Lane • Short Hills, NJ 07078
winstonschool.org

Diplomate American Academy for
Pain Management
March 2006 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
ADULT PROGRAMS
Mar 3
Mar 6
Mar 10
Mar 13
Mar 14
Mar 14
Mar 17
Mar 20
Mar 21, 28
Mar 24
Mar 27
Mar 29
Mar 31

1:30 PM
7:00 PM
1:30 PM
1:30 PM
10:00 AM
1 & 7 PM
1:30 PM
7:00 PM
10:00 AM
1:30 PM
1:30 PM
2:00 PM
1:30 PM

TGIF: Bing Crosby
Great Decisions Discussion: Pandemics and Security*
TGIF: Langston Hughes
Great Decisions Discussion: Energy Resources*
Your Library 24/7
International Film: Osama
Ireland, Ireland, Ireland
Great Decisions Discussion: UN Reform*
Computer Training: Puzzled by the Internet I & II
TGIF: Mary Cassatt
Great Decisions Discussion: U.S. and Iran*
Churchill Series*
TGIF: Big Bands

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Special Events
Mar 3
3:30 PM
Mar 3
10:30 AM
Mar 10
3:30 PM
Mar 11
10:30 AM
Mar 15
4:00 PM
Mar 28
10:00 AM
Mar 29
10 AM or 1:30 PM
Mar 31
10:00 AM
Mar 31
3:30 PM

Budgeting & Saving (by Commerce Bank)
Film: Iron Giant
Movie: Pippi Longstocking
Turtlesinger
Book Discussion: The Magic Finger
Tots’ Storytime
Preschool Storytime
Baby Rhyme Time
Creative Dramatics

Restrictions may apply to some programs. Call the library for further information.
* Program is offered through the Westfield Adult School Fee is required.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org
908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You
NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED
AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS
• HEADACHES
• NECK PAIN
• LOW BACK PAIN
• ARTHRITIS
• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER
• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

865 Mountain Avenue
Mountainside

908-789-9339

233033

Page 10

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Scutari Plans Bill Regarding
Transport of Haz. Materials
TRENTON – State Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-22, Linden) is calling
for stricter standards for vehicles
transporting hazardous materials following Monday’s tanker truck accident that forced 100 Linden residents
from their homes.
Thousands of gallons of gasoline
were released in the spill, forcing the
evacuation of homes within a fourblock radius and a massive cleanup
effort by the City of Linden and the
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). Linden police cited the tanker truck driver for
reckless driving. The vehicle flipped
onto its side after taking a turn too fast
at the intersection of South Wood
Avenue and West 20th Street.
“Drivers with hazardous cargo have
a profound responsibility for the
safety of those around them,” said
Senator Scutari. “It is clear from this
incident that the law does not adequately reflect this reality. I will be
introducing legislation to double the
penalties for speeding, reckless driving and other traffic offenses involving vehicles containing hazardous
materials.”
The senator also praised the seamless efforts of state and local agencies
to ensure the safety and well being of
area residents. The DEP was able to
quickly establish an integrated command with Linden’s Office of Emergency Management, the police and
fire departments, and Union County
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday March 13, 2006 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeal for variance(s) from the requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.
Scott & Marcy Lazar, 783 Fairacres
Avenue, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Present &
proposed is 5.2 feet.
Anne & Michael Endy, 940 Irving Avenue, Seeking permission to construct an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.09E5, 11.09E6, 11.09E8,
12.04E1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum street side
yard corner lot setback of 20 feet. Proposed is 16 feet. Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Present & proposed is 5.96 feet. Ordinance requires a maximum building height
of 35 feet. Proposed is + 37 feet. Ordinance requires a maximum allowable habitable floor area of 35%. Proposed is 36.9%.
Christina & Paul Beck, 605 Mountain
Avenue, Seeking permission to install a
deck contrary to the requirements of Section 12.04G & 13.02.C1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a maximum all improvements coverage of 40% /
7,200 square feet cap. Proposed is 33.8%
/ 7,989 square feet. Ordinance requires
the deck location to be in the rear yard.
Proposed is in the side yard.
Marianne Lopapa, 2 Mohawk Trail,
Seeking permission to construct an addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.08E7 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard
setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 28.5 feet.
Peter & Elaine Bongiovanni, 707
Broad Street, West, Seeking permission
to construct an addition contrary to the
requirements of Section 11.09E6, 12.04G
& 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 7.71 feet.
Ordinance requires a maximum all improvement coverage of 63.3% / 2,206.8
square feet. Proposed is 63.9% / 2,230.5
square feet. Ordinance requires a maximum allowable building coverage of 20%.
Proposed is 35.6%.
Louis De Pinto, 821 Grandview Avenue, Seeking permission to construct a
front porch contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.03D & 11.09E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum front yard setback of 28 feet (E.F.Y.D).
Proposed is 22.5 feet. Ordinance requires
a minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Present & proposed is 6.4 feet.
Joseph Stivala, 122 Myrtle Avenue,
Seeking permission to construct an addition contrary to the requirements of Section 12.04F1 & 13.01B of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires maximum
lot coverage of 20%. Proposed is 22.3%.
Ordinance requires a distance from accessory structures of 12 feet. Proposed is
7 feet.
Ray & Lori Yarusi, 1229 Prospect
Street, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Present and
proposed is 6 feet.
Peter & Amy Anderson, 531
Wychwood Road, Seeking permission to
construct an addition contrary to the requirements of Section 12.04F1 & 11.08E6
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires maximum lot coverage of 20%.
Proposed is 20.5%. Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 15 feet.
Present and proposed is 4.4 feet.
Jay & Lisa Troutman, 601 Roosevelt
Street, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.03D & 11.09E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum front yard setback of 38 feet. Proposed is + 29 feet, 10 inches. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback for
corner lots of 20 feet. Present & proposed
is 15.45 feet.
Brian & Valerie Sewald, 827 Dorian
Road, Seeking permission to construct an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.08E6, 12.04F1 & 12.04E1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side yard setback of 10
feet. Present & proposed is 5 feet. Ordinance requires maximum lot coverage of
20%. Proposed is 21.2%. Ordinance requires a maximum allowable habitable
floor area of 35%. Proposed is 36.8%.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 3/2/06, The Leader
Fee: $108.63

HazMat to respond to the incident.
“The City of Linden and the DEP
deserve to be commended for their
effectiveness during this emergency,”
said Senator Scutari. “That we were
able to successfully evacuate over
100 residents and engage in a massive clean up operation is a testament
to the skill and experience of everyone involved.”
The DEP stated that it has successfully removed most of the spilled
gasoline from the site, including storm
drains and the creeks into which they
empty. The DEP tapped its emergency “Spill Fund” to respond to the
incident and is using absorbent booms
to collect the 1,500 gallons of fuel
dumped into the sewer system. The
agency will continue to test the area
for gasoline vapors in order to protect
residents’ health.
“I am pleased by the rapid and
thorough response of the Department
of Environmental Protection and I
will work to ensure that the state
continues to meet its obligations to
the City of Linden and its residents,”
said Senator Scutari.

Roadwork to Begin
On Goethals Bridge
AREA – Beginning on Monday,
March 6, the eastbound lanes of the
Goethals Bridge to New York will be
closed during overnight hours for rehabilitation of the bridge deck, structural steel and sidewalk.
The rehabilitation project will require the following overnight closures of the New York-bound lanes
on the Goethals Bridge: Mondays
through Thursdays from 9:30 p.m.
until 5 a.m.; Fridays and Saturdays
from 11:59 p.m. until 8 a.m. There
will be no overnight closings on Sundays or on major holidays.
During the overnight closures of
the Goethals Bridge, customers are
urged to use the Bayonne Bridge or
Outerbridge Crossing as an alternate
route.
The work is weather-sensitive and
may be canceled in the event of heavy
rain. Customers can call the Port
Authority at (800) 221-9903 for
project information and daily updates,
or visit www.pannj.gov for closing
schedules and diversion routes.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on March
13, 2006, at the Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, 8:00 pm to hear the application of Assunta Tummolillo and Angelo
Zanfardino, for 435-437 Park Avenue who
propose to subdivide one lot into two lots,
one to contain Alfonso’s Restaurant and
the other to contain Investors Savings
Bank and a Waiver of Site Plan. The
following variances are requested with
this application:
23-3.4A, Para. K, Col. 7-Front Yard
Setback; Minimum Required: 10 feet;
Existing and Proposed: 8.85 feet.
Section 22-6.2 *** - Schedule for Pavements, Curbing, Sidewalks; Required:
Installation of all brick or combination of
concrete and brick walkways; Proposed:
None proposed
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 3/2/06, The Times
Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town Of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 a.m. prevailing time on Monday,
March 20, 2006 for the following:
2006 LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS TO PARKING LOT #3
The work under this Proposal shall be
completed in a timely manner, within 30
(thirty) calendar days from the signing of
the Contract and includes furnishing all
labor, materials and equipment necessary
to complete the work in accordance with
the Contract Documents. The Contract
Documents for the proposed work may be
procured ($25.00) on or after Friday, March
3, 2006, at the office of the Town Engineer,
Public Works Center, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey, 07090, during regular working hours.
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must
also be accompanied by a Surety Company Certificate stating that said Surety
Company will provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates promulgated by the New Jersey State Department of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.
Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $25.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advisable to do so.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
1 T - 3/2/06, The Leader
Fee: $58.65
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Menendez Seeks to Ban
Foreign Control of Ports

COUNTY SEAT FOR A DAY…Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, center, and Freeholders Angel G. Estrada, left, Deborah Scanlon and
Dan Sullivan, right, present Berkeley Heights Mayor David Cohen, second from
left, with a county flag and a resolution proclaiming Berkeley Heights as the
county seat for February 22. The freeholders hosted “Union County Day” in
Berkeley Heights on February 22, featuring a county government information
fair and concluding with the board’s public meeting in the Berkeley Heights Town
Hall.

Dubai Ports Agreement
Not In U.S.’s Best Interest
TRENTON – Assemblyman Eric
Muñoz, M.D. (R-21) has released the
following statement regarding the
planned purchase of London-based Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Co. by Dubai Ports World, a stateowned business in the United Arab
Emirates. Peninsular and Oriental runs
major commercial operations in New
York, New Jersey, Baltimore, New Orleans, Miami and Philadelphia.
“As both a state legislator and resident of New Jersey, I am extremely
concerned with the possible sale of
the operations of six American ports
to a company controlled by the United
Arab Emirates.
“Our area was tragically impacted
by the events of 9-11, and we now
know that the United Arab Emirates
served as an operational and to some
degree a financial base for some of
the hijackers who carried out these
horrendous attacks. It is unfathomable to me that we would consider
relinquishing the management operations of our ports to a country linked
in the 9-11 Commission Report to
Osama Bin Laden; we as a nation are
still recovering from the devastation
of the 9-11 attacks.
“While the crux of the debate is at
the federal level, in my role as a state
legislator, I request that Governor
Corzine give careful consideration to

the remedy offered by my colleague
Senator Tom Kean. Section 48 of the
lease between the Port Authority and
Port Newark Container Terminal, the
subsidiary of P&O that operates the
terminal, would appear to give the
Port Authority the ability to void the
provisions of the lease if the transaction is contrary to public interest.
“I request that Governor Corzine
urge the commissioners of the Port
Authority to void this lease agreement and prevent Dubai Ports World
from operating port facilities in New
Jersey. Our first priority must always
be the safety and security of our state
and our nation.”

SP Nurses Receive
Award For Education
SCOTCH PLAINS – Two Scotch
Plains nurses received awards for
advanced nursing education.
Erin Hennessy and Bridget
Schiraldo were among the select
group honored at the semi-annual RN/
Assistant Nurse Manager Professional Advancement System Awards
ceremony.
Ms. Hennessy is an emergency
room nurse at Newark Beth Israel
Medical Center and Ms. Schiraldo is
a nurse in the renal transplant unit at
the center.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey on
February 28, 2006 and the 20-day period
of limitation within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such
ordinance can be commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to
run from the date of the first publication of
this statement. Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and during
regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who
request the same. The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MINI-GOLF
FACILITY AT SCOTCH HILLS
COUNTRY CLUB IN, BY AND
FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$525,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.
Purpose(s): Construction of a mini-golf
facility, including parking and other related
improvements, at Scotch Hills Country
Club.
Appropriation: $525,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $500,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $ -0Section 20 Costs: $25,000
Useful Life: 15 years
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union
State of New Jersey
1 T - 3/2/06, The Times
Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION TO BID
SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON MONDAY, MAY 8, 2006 FOR:
USER-FEE BASED RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM
FOR BULKY HOUSEHOLD
WASTE
PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND
MUST BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE
AND BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MENTIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00. EACH BID MUST ALSO BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY COMPANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PROVIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE REQUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE
FULL AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT,
BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND
A CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS INCLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.
BIDDERS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 127 PL 1975
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LAW AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE ACTION), AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMULGATED BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY FOR
THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF WHICH
ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER.
SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
PROCURED ($25.00) AT THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC
WORKS CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE
WEST, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY. THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.
KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 3/2/06, The Leader
Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 3/23/06 and
opened and read for:
Median Cross Over Protection Contract #6, Contract No. SWI033162 Various
locations on Rt I-78 & I-80, Townships of Springfield, Milburn, Mt. Olive,
Jefferson, Rockaway, Wharton Borough, Montville & Fairfield Borough
Union, Essex and Morris
Federal Project No: STP-080-5(066)
DP NO: 06103
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects; bidders must register with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, prior to the time of contract
execution. Appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as soon as
possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 2/23/06, 3/2/06 and 3/9/06, The Leader
Fee: $208.08

WASHINGTON – United States
Senators Robert Menendez (NJ) and
Hillary Rodham Clinton (NY), joined
by Senators Frank R. Lautenberg (NJ),
Barbara Boxer (Cal.) and Bill Nelson
(Fl), Monday introduced legislation
to ban companies owned by foreign
governments from controlling operations at United States ports.
The bill would block the pending
sale of United States port operations
to Dubai Ports World, a company
owned by the government of the
United Arab Emirates.
Sens. Menendez and Clinton introduced the legislation after the Bush
Administration failed to reverse the
controversial approval of the pending
sale of operations at six major U.S.
ports, including the port of New York
and Port Newark and Port Elizabeth
in New Jersey, to Dubai Ports World.
While the administration has agreed
to a 45-day review of the transaction,
it appears that once the sale closes on
March 2, the administration may lose
its legal authority to block it, according to a press release from Senator
Menendez’ office.
“Lawmakers from all parts of the
country and of every political stripe
called on President Bush to reverse
course on this deal to outsource control of our ports to a foreign government,” Senator Menendez said. “Instead he chose stall tactics that only
mask his administration’s plan to
move full speed ahead with this sale.
Since the President won’t act to keep
our ports safe, we will.”
“In the post-9/11 world, we cannot afford to surrender our port operations to foreign governments,”
Senator Clinton said. “Port security
is national security and national security is port security. Our legislation
will stop foreign governments from
managing, controlling or owning U.S.
port operations.”

“As terrorists continue to plot and
plan attacks against the United States,
we can’t afford to let foreign
governments have access to the most
sensitive information about our port
operations,” said Senator Lautenberg.
“We can’t trust the Bush
Administration to protect our ports,
so Congress needs to pass this bill.”
“Common sense dictates that in
this post-9/11 world, foreign countries should not run our ports or other
infrastructure,” said Senator Boxer.
“The fact that we have to fight for this
wise policy is mind boggling.”
Dubai Ports World has announced
plans to buy P&O Ports, the company that runs commercial operations at ports in New York, New
Jersey, Baltimore, New Orleans, Miami and Philadelphia, as well as other
U.S. cities. The transaction was reportedly reviewed and approved by
the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), a
committee made up of representatives of different federal departments
and agencies.
The legislation includes several
provisions geared toward increasing
accountability and transparency in
reviewing foreign investment in the
U.S. The Ports Security Act would
require the federal government to
solicit public comments while investigating proposed foreign investment in the U.S. The bill also includes specific provisions requiring
Congressional, state and local government notification.
The bill also requires the president to conduct a study on existing
foreign government-owned companies operating in U.S. ports, and to
make recommendations to the Congress on how to appropriately handle
any resulting national security risks
within 30 days after the law’s enactment.

Cable Choice Discussed
By Assembly Committee
TRENTON – “The New Jersey
State Assembly is finally listening to
their constituents and taking up the
issue of cable choice,” according to a
press release issued Friday by New
Jersey Consumers for Cable Choice.
The Assembly Telecommunications Committee held a hearing to
discuss video franchise reform at the
statehouse on Friday. Larry Spiwak,
president of the Phoenix Center for
Advanced Legal and Economic Public Policy Studies, was invited by the
committee chairman, Assemblyman
Upendra Chivukula, to testify at the
hearing.
Mr. Spiwak reported on the Phoenix Center’s recently issued policy
bulletin of a state-by-state breakdown
of the consumer welfare cost of franchise reform.
“It is about time that this has come
to the floor,” said Rachel Holland,
Executive Director of NJ Consumers
for Cable Choice. “We applaud Chairman Chivukula for his attention to
this matter. It is great to know that
someone is finally listening to consumers about this issue.”
Mr. Spiwak and the Phoenix Center found that delaying video entry by
one year would cost Americans $8.2
billion nationwide and policies that
delay entry for four years would cost
consumers $29.9 billion. They also
studied how delay would affect costs
PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town Bank with its main office located at 520 South Avenue in Westfield,
New Jersey is applying to the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and
the State of New Jersey Department of
Banking to establish a branch location at
328 South Avenue in Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023
Any person wishing to comment on this
application may file his or her comments in
writing with the regional director of the
FDIC at the FDIC’s regional office located
at 20 Exchange Place, 4th Floor, New
York, New York 10005 within 15 days from
the date of this notice or March 17, 2006.
The non-confidential portions of the application are on file at the appropriate
FDIC office and are available for public
inspection during regular business hours.
Photocopies of the non-confidential portion of the application file will be made
available upon request.
1 T - 3/2/06, The Times
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE

in states. In New Jersey, consumers
would lose $229 million over one year
and $839 million with a four-year delay, Mr. Spiwak told the committee.
“Consumers in New Jersey are,
again this year, paying more for their
cable bills and are asking why. They
are asking for an end to the monopoly
and some choice in their provider,”
according to the press release.
“It is our hope that this hearing is
just the beginning of the process of
change…it cannot come fast enough,”
Ms. Holland said.
“New Jersey Consumers for Cable
Choice is a coalition of consumers
committed to the development of a
competitive and vibrant cable communications market. Our goal is an
open, diverse, pro-consumer market
for cable subscribers that will stimulate price, choice and service options,”
according to the release.

Screenings on Tap
Monday at Local ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – Overlook Hospital personnel will be at the Westfield
Area “Y” on Monday, March 6, from
10 a.m. to noon to conduct blood
pressure and diabetes screenings. No
appointments are necessary and no
fees are required.
All screenings will be done in the
privacy of Overlook Hospital’s mobile van. The “Y” is located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield. For more
information, please call the “Y” at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 251.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday, February 28, 2006 the following ordinance entitled:
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS
was adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/2/06, The Times
Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 3/23/06 and
opened and read for:
Rt. 1 & 9 (6) - Magnolia Avenue, Contract No. UNI961492; Bridge Replacement;
City of Elizabeth, County of Union
Federal Project No: BRM-7520(103)
DP NO: 06104
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects; bidders must register with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, prior to the time of contract
execution. Appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as soon as
possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 2/23/06, 3/2/06 and 3/9/06, The Leader
Fee: $198.90
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Dante J. Villa, Sr., 87, Was Executive;
World War II Army Air Corps Veteran
Dante Joseph Villa, Sr., 87, of
Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, February 21, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.
Born in Westfield, he lived in
Scotch Plains for the last 60 years.
Prior to retiring, Mr. Villa had
been a vice president with the utility contracting firm of Guy Villa
and Sons in Edison.
He was a member of St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ in Garwood
and of the Utility Contractors Association.
Mr. Villa was a veteran of World
War II, having served in England
with the United States Army Air
Corps.
Surviving are his wife, Mildred

Hefele Villa; a son, Dante Villa, Jr.
of Boones Mill, Va.; two daughters,
Patti Long of Cape Coral, Fla. and
Cathy Revis of Russellville, Ark.;
three brothers, Seth A. Villa of
Tinton Falls, Edmond R. Villa of
Cooksville, Tenn. and Harvey C.
Villa of Pompano Beach, Fla.; a
sister, Estelle Plage of Carey, N.C.;
three grandchildren; a great-grandchild and three step-grandchildren.
Graveside services were held on
Saturday, February 25, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.
March 2, 2006

Port Authority Airport Bus Fleet To
Feature Hybrid Buses Made in NY
NEW YORK – The Port Authority
has authorized the purchase of 21
new hybrid electric-diesel buses –
seven each for use at John F. Kennedy
International, Newark Liberty International and LaGuardia airports –
along with 30 new clean diesel buses.
The shuttle buses are vital to the
airports’ operations, transporting travelers and employees between longterm parking lots, passenger terminals and cargo areas. Manufacturing
and final assembly of the buses will
take place at a plant in Oriskany, N.Y.
The initiative is estimated to cost
about $21 million, and the buses are
expected to be in service by the first
quarter of 2007.
New York Governor George E.
Pataki said, “This is great news on
two fronts: the Port Authority’s investment will reduce emissions of its
airport shuttle bus fleet, and the investment will support a local business and jobs in New York State.
That’s a win-win equation and we’re
proud to support the initiative.”
New Jersey Governor Jon S.
Corzine said, “As stewards of the
region’s major airports, it’s imperative that we work diligently to reduce
emissions. This initiative makes great
environmental sense, and we’ll continue to seek ways to take advantage
of future opportunities to do more of
the same.”
Port Authority Chairman Anthony
R. Coscia said, “As part of our 10year strategic plan, the agency seeks
to protect and sustain our facilities
for generations. We’ll accomplish this
only if we make environmentally sensible investments such as this shuttlebus purchase, which will result in
reduced emissions at our airports. By
taking an environmentally sound approach to our business practices today, we will help ensure a safer,
cleaner future.”
Port Authority Vice Chairman
Charles A. Gargano said, “As we
modernize our fleets and equipment,
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on March
13, 2006, at the Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, 8:00 pm to hear the application of Michael Buccola and Frank Tussel
for 840 and 850 Raritan Road, Block 16202,
Lots 1 & 2 which proposes to subdivide
two lots into three lots. The two existing
structures fronting on Raritan Road will
remain and a new lot will be formed fronting
on Wright Street. The following existing
variances are requested with this application:
Proposed Lot 1
Section 23-3.4A, Para. C., Col. 6-Lot
Width; Required: 90 feet; Existing & Proposed: 86 feet.
Section 23-3.4A, Para. C., Col 7a-Side
Yard Corner Lot; Required: 25 feet; Existing & Proposed: 21 feet.
Proposed Lot 2
Section 23-3.4A, Para C., Col. 4-Lot
Width;Required: 90 feet; Existing & Proposed: 87 feet.
Section 23-3.4A, Para. C., Col 8-Side
Yard; Required: 10 feet; Existing & Proposed: 9.8 feet.
Section 23-3.4A, Para. C., Col 9-Total
Both Side Yards; Required: 25 feet; Existing & Proposed: 21.53 feet.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 3/2/06, The Times
Fee: $34.68

we continue to find ways to improve
upon our strong record of environmental stewardship. At our seaports,
for example, emissions of air pollutants by cargo-handling equipment
decreased by one third between 2002
and 2004, even though the total pieces
of equipment increased by 19 percent.”
Port Authority Executive Director
Kenneth J. Ringler, Jr. said, “We have
been an industry leader in the area of
alternative-fueled vehicles since
1990. We presently have 325 such
vehicles in our agency’s fleet, including electric forklifts, bifuel and electric hybrid sedans and ethanol-powered minivans, which has enabled us
to consistently meet the requirements
of the U.S. Energy Policy Act and
Clean Air Act.”
The Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey operates many of the
busiest and most important transportation links in the region. They include John F. Kennedy International,
Newark Liberty International,
LaGuardia and Teterboro airports,
AirTrain JFK and AirTrain Newark,
the George Washington Bridge and
Bus Station, the Lincoln and Holland
tunnels, the three bridges between
Staten Island and New Jersey, the
PATH (Port Authority Trans-Hudson)
rapid-transit system, the Port Authority-Downtown Manhattan Heliport,
Port Newark, the Elizabeth-Port Authority Marine Terminal, the Howland
Hook Marine Terminal on Staten Island, the Brooklyn Piers/Red Hook
Container Terminal and the Port Authority Bus Terminal in midtown Manhattan. The agency also owns the 16acre World Trade Center site in Lower
Manhattan.
The Port Authority is financially
self-supporting and receives no tax
revenue from either state.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Harry Haushalter;
2119 Route 33, Suite A, Hamilton
Square, New Jersey 08690
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
tax consultant to represent the Township
in continuing tax appeals.
DURATION: Year 2006
AMOUNT: $10,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/2/06, The Times
Fee: $15.81

Esperanza Korley, 78, Choir Member;
Had Been Analyst For Dept. of Labor
Esperanza Besosa Korley, 78, of
Mountainside died on Friday, February 24, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.
Born in New York City, she was
raised in Newark, moving to
Mountainside in 1961.
Prior to retiring in 1991, Mrs. Korley
had been an administrator analyst with
the New Jersey Department of Labor
for 23 years. She began her career as a
claims clerk, eventually becoming a
claims examiner with the East Orange, Plainfield and New Brunswick
Unemployment Offices before serving in the Trenton central office as an
administrator analyst.
She was a soprano in the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield Choir
and a nightclub singer in Elizabeth
and Newark during the early 1950s.
Surviving are her husband of 55
years, Joseph S. Korley; a daughter,
Pamela Haack of Rio Grande, Puerto
Rico; two sons, David Korley of Tulsa,
Okla. and Eric Korley of Bridgewater;
a sister, Mildred Cole of Newton; two
brothers, Jordan Besosa of Florida
and Nelson Besosa of Bloomfield,
and seven grandchildren.
A memorial service was held yesterday, Wednesday, March 1, at the
Gray Memorial Funeral Home, 12
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.
Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society, 507

Westminster Avenue, Elizabeth, N.J.
07208 or the Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation, 785 Springfield
Avenue, Summit, N.J. 07901.
March 2, 2006

June Heustis O’Neil, 85

See it all on the Web!

June Heustis O’Neil, 85, died on
Monday, February 20, at the Chapel
Hill Rehabilitation and Health Care
Center in Chapel Hill, N.C.
Born in Boston, Mass., she was a
former long-time resident of
Westfield. More recently, she had
lived in Camden, Me. and Chapel
Hill, N.C.
Mrs. O’Neil had worked for the
Elliott Company in Linden, the
Farnsworth Museum in Rockland,
Me. and the Orange County Department of Aging in Carborro, N.C.
She was predeceased by a daughter, Shannon O’Neil, in 1992.
Surviving are a daughter, Martha
Braun of Westfield; two sons, Daniel
O’Neil of Freehold and Glenn O’Neil
of Chapel Hill, N.C.; seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
Private family services will be held
at a later date.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Capitol Funeral Home
in Raleigh, N.C.
Memorial contributions may be
made to: O’Neil Memorial, Southern
Vermont College, 982 Mansion Drive,
Bennington, Vt. 05201.

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on MONDAY, March 13, 2006 at 8:00 pm in Council Chambers at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey to hear the request of
the applicant, Helltemp II, a partnership, c/
o Joseph A. Buontempo, 1020 South Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
for a modification of the stormwater maintenance requirements for 1430 Cushing
Road, Block 15303, Lots 2, 3, 6 & 7. The
Planning Board approved the original application on January 24, 2005 to subdivide
4 lots into 7 lots with 2 existing homes and
the construction of 5 new single-family
homes. There were no variances associated with the application. The approval
was memorialized in a resolution dated
February 14, 2005.
The 5 new lots are known as:
Block 15303, Lot 2.01 2 Julia Court,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Block 15303, Lot 2.02 4 Julia Court,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Block 15303, Lot 3.01 1 Julia Court,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Block 15303, Lot 6.02 3 Julia Court,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Block 15303, Lot 7.02 5 Julia Court,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
The requested modification is to permit
the applicant to enter into a fifteen year
maintenance agreement with the manufacturer of the stormfilters, Stormwater
360 (formerly Stormwater Management,
Inc.), in lieu of forming a homeowners
association to take over the responsibility
for maintenance of the cartridge/vault system after the fifth year. The fifteen year
term will start at the termination of the two
year maintenance bond obligation.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 3/2/06, The Times
Fee: $43.35

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
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TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held February 28,
2006 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
14th day of March, 2006, at 8:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

AN ORDINANCE TO GRANT
AN EASEMENT IN A DEDICATED RIGHT OF WAY
KNOWN AS JAMES COURT
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, IN EXCHANGE FOR
AN AGREEMENT BY THE
GRANTEE OF SAID EASEMENT TO MAINTAIN JAMES
COURT IN PERPETUITY AT
HIS OWN COST AND EXPENSE WAS TABLED.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/2/06, The Times
Fee: $22.44

Donald W. Bishop, 88, of Branford,
Conn. died on Friday, February 24, at
his daughter’s home in Branford.
Born on October 24, 1917 in Newark, a son of the late David and Dorothy Feller Bishop, he was a graduate
of Westside High School in Newark.
He had been a longtime resident of
Scotch Plains before relocating to
Wilson, N.C. and then to Branford
the past June to live with his daughter,
Barbara O’Keefe, and her family.
Mr. Bishop had been employed for
many years as a truck driver for the
Balentine Brewing Company in Newark and later worked as a security
guard for several companies. He was
a member of the Teamsters Union.
He served in the United States Army
during World War II in the Pacific
Theater and was awarded a Bronze
Star and a Purple Heart.

Joyce Garofalo, 63
Joyce Garofalo, 63, of Westfield
died on Saturday, February 18, at St.
Vincent’s Hospital in New York City.
Born in New York City, she was
raised in Greenwich Village, N.Y. and
lived in Westfield since 1969.
Mrs. Garofalo graduated from Cathedral High School and the St.
Vincent’s Hospital School of Nursing, fulfilling her lifelong ambition to
become a nurse. She practiced as a
pediatric nurse at St. Vincent’s Hospital and later at Albany Medical
Center in Albany, N.Y. until 1964,
when she left nursing to devote herself fully to raising her family.
She married Dr. Michael Garofalo
on September 7, 1963 in New York
City.
She is lovingly survived by her
husband, Michael; two sons, Michael
Garofalo and Christopher Garofalo;
a daughter, Cara Garofalo, and a
granddaughter, Denise Garofalo.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Wednesday, February 22,
at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society.
March 2, 2006

Prayer to St. Jude

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1865
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union:
SECTION I:
Section 13-6 of Chapter 13 of the Town
Code shall be amended to add the following subsection:
Sec. 13-6. Stop intersections.
Highland Avenue and Sinclair Place.
Stop sign signs shall be installed on
Sinclair Place.
SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in
conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or
provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV.
All sections of this ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner provided by
law.
1 T - 3/2/06, The Leader
Fee: $44.88

“The James Ward Mansion”
Catering Facility
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Donald Bishop, 88, Was Truck Driver;
Earned Bronze Star and Purple Heart

– Obituaries –

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday, February 28, 2006 the following ordinance entitled:

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patronage in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance. Help me
in my urgent position. In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked. Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias. St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Publication must be
promised. This novena has never
been known to fail. K.P.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Gertrude Voege Bishop; a brother,
David Bishop, and a sister, Dorothy
Murphy.
Also surviving are another daughter, Jane Allmann of Wilson, N.C.;
two sons, Donald W. Bishop, Jr. of
New Gretna and Gary Bishop of Elizabeth; two sisters, Dorretta Johnson of
Florham Park and Dolores Cartwright
of Seneca, S.C.; nine grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held on Tuesday, February 28, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment with military
honors followed at Restland Memorial Park in East Hanover.
March 2, 2006

Erik G. Graber, 30
Erik G. Graber, 30, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, February 22, at
his residence.
Born in Boonton, he had lived in
Toms River before recently moving
to Westfield.
A network engineer, Mr. Graber
had worked for MCI, AT&T and most
recently Glow Point in Hillside.
Surviving are a daughter, Amber
Graber; his mother and stepfather,
Joyce and Ernest Friedman of Edina,
Minn.; his father and stepmother,
Alfred and Cindy Graber of Fair Oaks,
Calif., and a brother, Ted Graber of
Coon Rapids, Minn.
Services will take place in Minnesota.
Arrangements are under the direction of the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield.
March 2, 2006

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee. Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal. You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. K.P.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Bereavement Repass
Memorial Services
Josie Ward - Gallagher: 908-413-0040 (Cell) or 908-389-0014
169 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Visit our website www.Jameswardmansion.com

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

www.hillsidecemetery.com

MASTER
MEMORIALS
524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ
(908) 233-2350

N

ow Offering the New
Willow View Mausoleum,
A Unique Concept in
Memorial Properties.

Designer • Builders of fine

MONUMENTS
MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned

Tim Doerr
Sally Bauer Doerr
(established 1939)

Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

B

eauty, Dignity & Peace
Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums
Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

Fairview Cemetery
Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ

908-232-0781
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DEVILS MACKAY, BOYD; RAIDERS GANO, MINEO, GIANNACI, BAKER WIN TITLES

Raiders Claim 4 Champs, Blue Devils 2
At District 11 Wrestling Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAVING A VERY HOT HAND…Blue Devil Tom Bonard, No. 3, hit four 3pointers and finished with 16 points in the game against the Cougars.

Westfield (W) and Scotch PlainsFanwood (S) High Schools will be
well represented at the Region 3 wrestling tournament in Union, which
began its preliminary round on February 28. At the District 11 tournament in Westfield on February 25, the
Raiders had four champions, four
second-places and three third places
to qualify 11 wrestlers and the Blue
Devils had two individual champs,
two second places and three third
places to qualify seven matmen.
Rahway (R), which had five
champs, edged out the Raiders for the

team title with a total of 210.5 to the
Raiders’ 199.5. Cranford (C) had two
individual champs and placed third
with 136 points and Westfield took
fourth with 121 points. Elizabeth (E)
was fifth at 115, Malcolm X. Shabazz
(X) was sixth at 23, and Linden (L)
and Newark Central (N) tied for seventh with six points.
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
was named District 11 Coach of the
Year. The last time coach Kurz qualified seven wrestlers for the Region 3

Raider junior Pat Mineo won his
third straight district title with a 13-4,
majority decision over Erik Ogada of
Elizabeth at 140-lbs. In the semifinals, Mineo had two takedowns and
two near-falls on Cranford’s Steve
Chencharik, who avoided being
pinned with his very flexible shoulders until Mineo finally found the
right position and recorded a fall in
3:40 with a hip throw.
“Once I found out my (arm) bars
weren’t working, I decided to cut him

decision over Raider Trevor Cannon.
MacKay recorded three near-falls,
three reversals and three takedowns
to claim his first title.
“I feel I could have done better on
bottom. I made a mistake on my last
shot. But hey it happens! I won by
major decision. That’s good enough
for me,” analyzed MacKay. “I would
like to see three more champions from
Westfield. Not just me!”
In the semis, Mackay pinned
Cranford’s Frank Krov in 1:43.

ROGERS, BONARD EACH NAIL 4 THREE-POINTERS

Blue Devils’ ‘Trips to Win’,
Defeat Cougar Cagers, 85-71
the season. I was wide open a lot of
times and I just knocked them down.
I had to do it for my mom and my
dad,” said Rogers.
Point guard Tom Bonard, who had
13 assists and eight rebounds, sank a
3-pointer in each quarter and finished
with 16 points.
Blue Devil Dan Pritsker also finished with 18 points and led a 20-14
run in the second quarter with eight
points, which included two 3-pointers. Mike Venezia, who had six points
in the first quarter, finished with 17
points and buried his remaining 11
points in a 24-18, third-quarter run.
Senior Josh Gerckens steadied his
way to 10 points and pulled in eight
rebounds. Freshman Mike Lessner
contributed six points, including the
Blue Devils’ 11th 3-pointer in the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eighteen 3-pointers burned the interiors of the two nets as the Westfield
High School boys basketball team
defeated rival Cranford, 85-71, in a
run-and-gunfest on Senior Day in
Westfield on February 22. The entire
starting five for the 13-8 Blue Devils
hit for double figures, while three of
the five Cougar starters hit for double
figures.
The Blue Devils banged in 11
“trips” and senior Terron Rogers, who
had eight assists and four steals, made
the best of Senior Day by pumping in
18 points, including four 3-pointers.
Three of his threes came in the first
quarter, which pushed his team to a
26-19 lead.
“This probably was my best day of

final quarter.
The man to stop for the young 7-18
Cougars was Simon Smith, and the
Blue Devils had their difficulties.
Smith scored heavily in every quarter, especially the third where he bucketed 11 of his game-leading 30 points.
“We knew that he has been the goto guy. He has been scoring at least 20
points a game for the past several
games. Basketball is a game of scoring. We just had to get more bats and
score more runs than they,” said
Bonard with a smile.
Cougars Chris Snyder, who sank
17 points, and Andrew Ciencin, who
totaled 11 points, each pounded in
three 3-pointers. Chad Faulcon had
eight points and Jack Bender hit a 3pointer.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

HELOCK, MURPHY, FOX, HENKELS, LARKIN EMERGE

Lady Raider Swimmers Win
Sectional and Public B Titles
1:48.33. K. Henkels, Larkin, Fox
and Mary Henkels won the 400free relay with a time of 3:57.68
and Kate Johnson, Fox, Murphy
and Mary Henkels won the 200medley relay in 1:55.52.
“I expected the score to be a little
closer. Montgomery is a great team,
but it seemed like they were a little
off of their times that day and we
were right around ours,” said
Hulnik. “The girls swam very well
that day.”
Although there were no personal
best times against Montgomery, the
Raiders got crucial personal bests
from Murphy, who won the 50-free
in 24.72, and Larkin, who won the
500-free in 5:37.9 – 12 seconds
better – against Haddonfield.
Helock touched first in the 200-free
with a time of 1:59.54 but the best
break came when Murphy at 1:00.53
led a 1-2-3 sweep in the 100-butterfly followed by Kate Kosenik at
1:04.42 and Haggan at 1:04.92.
But it came down to the final
event, the 400-free relay, to determine the championship. Helock,
Mary Henkels, Fox and Murphy
pooled their talents to touch first
with a time of 3:43.97.
“Jillian has had a phenomenal
year. She has been the go to person
most of this year and has taken on
some different events to compensate for not having Melissa at some
of our meets. Anything we have
asked her to do, she has done and
done very well,” stated Hulnik.
“Becca, as always, does a great job.
I often put her in back-to-back
events and she always performs very
well. It’s great that we have some-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Within a span of five days, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls swim team won the
North Jersey, Section 2, Public B
title and its second straight NJSIAA
Public B title. Last year, the Raider
girls won their first NJSIAA crown
with a 95-75 victory over Princeton.
First, the No. 8 ranked Raiders
annihilated Montgomery, 118.551.5, for the section crown on February 21 in Bayonne then, after beating Princeton, 95-75, on February
23, the Raiders slipped past No. 4
Haddonfield, 88-82, on February
26 at The College of New Jersey in
Ewing. Under Head Coach Jessica
Hulnik, the girls have won three
sectional titles.
In the lopsided victory over Montgomery, coming off a shoulder injury, sophomore Melissa Helock got
back into the flow of things by winning the 200- and 500-yard freestyle
events with respective times of
2:01.17 and 5:33.04. Jillian Murphy
won the 50-free and 100-free with
respective times of 25.44 and 56.57
and Becca Fox won the 100-breaststroke and 200-IM with respective
times of 1:11.77 and 2:19.48.
Murphy and Fox also swam on winning relays.
“Even though hampered by a
shoulder injury for most of the season, she has been able to step up
and swim well for us during the
state tournament performances,”
Hulnik said of Helock.
Kristen Henkels, Brittany Larkin,
Allison Haggan and Murphy won
the 200-free relay with a time of
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one like that who can handle that
type of workload. She mostly swam
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR THE DISTRICT 11, 215-LB TITLE…Raider Keith Baker, top, battles it out with Blue Devil Steve
Cruikshank for the 215-lb title. Baker seized the crown with a 7-2 victory.

tournament was in 2003 when the
Blue Devils had four individual district champs, two second places and a
third place.
Rahway’s two-time state champion,
Darrion Caldwell, won his fourth
District 11 title, was named the Outstanding Wrestler and notched his
99th career pin when he stopped
Raider Dave DeNichilo in 1:15 at
152-lbs. Teammate Ryan Wilson, last
year’s 112-lb state champion, grabbed
his third district title with a 9-1, majority decision over Raider Ricky
Olsson at 130-lbs. Cranford’s Pat
Hogan, ranked sixth in the state at
171-lbs, won his second title and
picked up his 100th career win with a
5:05 fall over Rahway’s Shedrick
Goodridge in the finals.

RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
PRESENTS

Spring 2006 Mini Camp
at SP-F High School Fields, Scotch Plains
April 11-13 • 9:00am - 12:00pm
Director
Tom Breznitsky
SP-FHS Boys’ Varsity Coach

Home of the
7 Time
NJ State Champion
Boys’ Soccer Team

Raider Summer Soccer Camps: July 10-14 • July 24-28
Call for information and applications:

908-322-6102
Raidercamp@comcast.net

and go for some big stuff and it worked
out,” said Mineo.
In the finals, Mineo resorted to his
takedown proficiency to master
Ogada.
“I felt really confident on my feet.
It’s just working them and finally
breaking them. This is just one stepping stone to the road to AC (Atlantic
City).”
Blue Devil Colin MacKay won the
125-lb crown with a 20-8, majority

“I was shooting singles (takedowns)
the whole match. I noticed his arm
flailing so I shot a half nelson, ran
him slowly and put him on his back,”
explained MacKay who predicted.
“I’m ready for anybody in the finals.
I’m on a roll and I am not going to
lose.”
Cannon made good use of his flexibility and wild style to bump off
second-seeded Jon Santoni of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Devil’s Den

And the winner (?) of Brie Bowl I
Is Westfield … After Controversy
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PHYSICAL AND AGGRESSIVE…Raider junior guard Loni Kaye, No. 13, rolls past a Roselle Ram. Despite her four assists,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood lost the game, 47-39, in the Union County semifinals.

ZAZZALI SCORES 15 PTS., MAINS, LAW SCORE NINE

Roselle Lady Cagers Shock
Raiders, 47-39, in UC Semis
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a game that featured 14 lead
changes, the third-seeded Roselle
Rams put it all together at the end by
dominating the glass and scoring final nine points, for a 47-39 victory
over the second-seeded Scotch PlainsFanwood High School girls’ basketball team in the semifinal round of the
Union County Tournament at the
Dunn Center on February 22.
Junior guard Allie Zazzali inflicted
most of the damage on the Rams and
led all scorers with 15 points, including a net burner from three-point
range. She also snagged five rebounds
and swiped four steals. Junior guard
Lauren Mains (7 rebounds, 3 steals)
and freshman forward Jackie Law (9
rebounds, 6 assists, two steals) hit for
nine points each. Senior forward
Lauren Benovengo bucketed three
points and freshman guard Raychel
Kruper connected from beyond threepoint range. Senior guard Loni Kaye
finished with four assists and swiped
one basketball.
Roselle senior forwards Femi and
Taiwo Oyelola, who captured the
majority of rebounds, each scored
13-points.
The Raiders opened the game with an
8-1 run in the first quarter. Law and
Zazzali each poured in six points and
Mains bucketed two to take a 14-11 lead.
In the second quarter, missed opportunities, 11 turnovers and the absence of Law and Kaye, who were

sidelined with foul problems, chilled
the Raiders as their lead slipped to
21-20 at halftime. Kruper hit a net
burner from three-point range. Kaye
and Mains each added two points.
The lead seesawed in the third quarter. Zazzali sniped nine of the Raiders’ 10 points and kept her team alive
as the Rams took the lead, 32-31.
“We did come out very strong, I
felt. But as soon as we had that lead
we let our guard down. I suppose we
thought that we were winning now,
so we really don’t have to play that
hard,” said Zazzali. “We started out
rebounding well but then suddenly it
was just gone. It did not help that
Jackie or Loni were in foul trouble
while our other big girl, Kaylan
Jaichon did not play due to illness.
We got outplayed in the fourth quarter and that happens sometimes.”
The Raiders took the lead on three
occasions in the fourth quarter, however, playing with a distinct size disadvantage under the glass when Law was
sidelined with her fifth foul. Still, the
Raiders maintained their momentum
when Mains swiped the ball and
scorched the net with a 3-pointer.
Benovengo swished in a 2-pointer and
Law added three points to give Scotch
Plains a 39-38 lead with 3:15 left.
Unfortunately, the well went dry
and Roselle grabbed the lead for good,
beginning with a basket by Washington. Turning the ball over and unable
to box out, the Raiders resorted to
long-range shooting, but all missed

their target. Maintaining their composure, the Rams streaked down on
the Raiders with a nine-point run.
“They were a good team, we never
overlooked them and knew it was
going to be a rough game,” said Mains.
“With the number of turnovers committed, we were taken advantage of a
little bit; however, we definitely
played well and hung around the
whole time. Down by four and you
see that there are 35 seconds left, you
are going to get down a little bit no
matter how hard we tried to fight it.
Unfortunately it was the end result
that it was, but we gave it our all.”
“We fell short but we still have
states to look forward to, so we’ll
keep pushing,” added Benovengo.
Roselle
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
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Raiders Capture Third
In UC Girls Hoops
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team rebounded from its semifinal round loss
to Roselle by defeating Union, 4236, in the third-place consolation
game of the Union County Tournament in Roselle on February 24.
Lauren Mains sank 10 points and
grabbed seven rebounds for the 17-7
Raiders and Allie Zazzali put up nine
points. Jackie Law and Loni Kaye
each netted eight points.
Union
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

11 6 6 13
6 13 16 7
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Last week we had the playdowns for
the first annual Brie Bowl, matching the
two yuppiest, most BMW-driving, ascot-wearing, silver spoon-fed, Republican-type towns in 16 New Jersey counties. The final two teams standing were
hardly surprises: Moorestown (from
Burlington County) and Westfield.
Moorestown had the tougher road to
the title matchup, having to eliminate
Haddonfield, Ridgewood and RumsonFair Haven, as fathers wearing sport
jackets with patches on the sleeves and
golf caps smoked their pipes and cheered
them on by clapping their pinkies.
Westfield’s opponents were Summit,
Ridge and Princeton — whose beaten
opponents headed to the nearest
Abercrombie and Bonwit Teller to
soothe their beaten souls.
Here is the sport-by-sport breakdown
of BBI, deciding which New Jersey school
of bon vivants has the better overall program (historically, not just recently):
Westfield (13): boys soccer, girls
soccer, boys cross country, girls cross
country, volleyball, girls swimming,
bowling, baseball, softball, boys track,
girls track, golf, boys lacrosse.
Moorestown (3): field hockey, girls
basketball, girls lacrosse.
Too close to call (6): boys basketball,
football, girls tennis, boys swimming,
boys tennis, wrestling.
And the winner is … Westfield. (Somewhere, former WHS coaches Les Zorge
or Norm Koury are telling stories about
the Westfield cake-eaters, I’m sure.)
It should be noted that, moments
before the final results were about to be
posted, The Den got a rude, snotty email from a reader in Mountain Lakes
who for some strange reason had been
googling “bon vivants, spoon-fed elitists, elbow-patched sports jackets, and
ascots.” He/she wanted to know how
we could’ve picked Chatham or
Mendham as a Morris County representative over Mountain Lakes, where
the servants’ quarters lodgings have
been known to list for $500,000!
Mountain Lakes definitely ranks high
among NJ’s snob cities, and is a Group
1 sports powerhouse, so The Den decided to honor that reader’s request —
he/she took time out from watching the
stock market ticker to write, after all —
and consider a special playoff between
Westfield and Mountain Lakes. OK,
we considered it, and you lose Mountain Lakes! Go watch the polo ponies.
GONE, NOT FORGOTTEN
The recent “perfect day” column continues to bring in e-mails from old-time
Westfielders, now living in faraway places.
The latest came from Charlie Felter, and
it was a good news-bad news deal.
Charlie, an outstanding baseballer in
the early 1960s, recalled the White Diamond on North Ave., Hubie Brown
coaching the Cranford junior varsity
team, the bowling alleys at the Westfield
Y and many other things. He also
brought the sad information that his

younger brother, Bob, had passed away
a couple years ago in Texas.
Bob was a 6-foot-5 forward, a threeyear starter in 1963-64-65, one of three
WHS boys to score more than 1,000
points in their career — Bob King had
1,329; Felter 1,094, and Boo Bowers
1,002 — and the only WHS basketballer
to start on two county champion teams
(1963, 1965). With his trademark “Elvis”
hairdo, the pencil-thin Felter was a force
on the boards, could handle the ball like
a guard and played tough defense, too.
The Den was not around when Chris
Rupp, John Miles and Mike Comandini
were playing for WHS, but I got to play
plenty of ball with Dicky Myers, King,
Felter, Tom Scott and Tim Goski, and saw
most of the other great ones — Bowers,
Spud Monroe, Brian Ciemniecki, Dan
Deserio and Jan Cocozziello. And if I
were picking a team of former Blue Devils, Bob Felter would be my No. 1 pick.
He was the best I ever saw.
A LEGEND PASSES
Former Lawrenceville School football
coach Ken Keuffel died last week. Keuffel
was a devotee of the single wing offense,
writing several books on the subject.
Keuffel attended Philips Academy in
Andover, Mass., with former president
George W. Bush Sr., and in college kicked
the winning field goal when Princeton
upset Penn 17-14 in 1946.
Keuffel coached 31 years at the famous prep school in Lawrence Township, Mercer County, posting an overall
150-92-7 record in three stints, from
1956-60, 1967-82 and 1990-99.
Ironically, his replacement as coach
from 1961-66 was Jack Reydel, a former
WHS football and baseball standout
under Spittin’ Joe Freeman. Reydel’s
six Lawrenceville teams went 36-8-1,
including a 7-0 team in 1962.
WRESTLING UPDATE
Congratulations to junior Colin
MacKay and junior Mark Boyd, who
last Saturday became WHS’s 169th and
170th district wrestling champions, taking gold medals home from District 11
at WHS. They, along with John Barnes,
Sam Reichbach, Matt Kamel, Andrew
Shaffer and Steve Cruikshank, qualified
for Region 3, which started Tuesday.
SWIMMING UPDATE
One of these years, perhaps as soon
as next winter, the WHS girls are going
to get over the final hump and bring
back a state Public A swim title. Sunday they fell short against powerful
Cherry Hill West, a team ranked second
in the state. Although they’ve won nine
state championships, the most recent
was 1999 when the school competed in
B Division (Group 3); the last 10 times
WHS has reached the A or Public A
final, it has fallen short.
Still, considering the graduation of
eight solid seniors last year — including standouts like Kirsten Selert,
Amanda Dickson and Jackie
DeLaFuente — to win the Union County
title from archrival Scotch Plains-

Fanwood and to reach the state final
again was quite an amazing effort by
coach Jaime Ruszala’s club.
And they didn’t roll over and play
dead, either. In the opening medley relay
the foursome of Lauren McCurdy, Katie
Morgan, Brittany Reyes and Liz Hawkins
went 1:53.87, the third fastest time in
school history, and the fastest since 1987!
Alexi Kuska’s 1:58.55 in the 200 free
was fifth fastest ever, as was Kylie
Fraser’s 2:14.99 in the 200 IM.
They were cheered on by over 20
members of the WHS boys swim team,
who made the trip down and painted
their chests with “Hydrochicks” and
other assorted things. The boys’ season
ended the previous Monday when they
lost a second-straight heartbreaker in
the North 2 Public A final to
Bridgewater, falling on the final relay.
But showing amazing sportsmanship,
the WHS boys stayed around Sunday
after the WHS girls meet and cheered
wildly for Bridgewater, which edged
Cherry Hill West for the title by again
winning the final relay!
The Den also would like to congratulate the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls,
after they won their second straight
Public B Division championship last
Sunday with an 88-82 win over a very
solid Haddonfield team. And the Raiders of coach Jess Hulnik will continue
to be a state threat, with almost its entire
roster returning, led by juniors-to-be
Jillian Murphy and Melissa Helock.
BASKETBALL UPDATE
With both the boys and girls basketball qualifying for the state tournament
in North Section 2 Group 4, The Den
got to wondering when the last time
that happened was. Amazingly, the answer is 1990, around the time that many
of this year’s varsity players were born!
The 1990 boys team won its opener
over Morristown, 84-62, before falling
to Weequahic, 78-65. That team finished
14-11 under coach Joe Soviero and was
led by double-figure scorers Eric Lyght,
Ron Shovlin, Jeff Suto and Mike Kelly.
The 1990 girls team under coach
Dave Shapiro also won its state opener,
topping Roxbury, 56-26, before falling
to Irvington, 57-47. That team went 196 and was led by Marcie Williams,
Claudia Carnevale, Kim Kumpf, Rene
Stevens and Tameeka Dixon.
The boys qualified again in 1992 and
1996, and have been in states four (2002,
2004, 2005, 2006) of the last five years.
The girls reached states in 1997, 1998
and 1999, but this year is the first time
since then.
The WHS boys were seeded 10th in
the section but lost Monday, 74-64, to
No. 7-seed Bridgewater-Raritan. The
girls were seeded sixth and visited No.
3-seeded North Hunterdon last night.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the scholastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions or trivia questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

In Westfield

If you’re thinking of selling…
WESTFIELD

$495,000

Call Westfield “home”. This Colonial is located close to schools, town, and
transportation. With 3 Bedrooms and 1.5 updated baths, you’ll enjoy a charming front porch and deep yard, new steps & walk.

WESTFIELD

$595,000

Exquisite home! Interior updated including state-of-the-art Kitchen with stainless steel appliances, 2 new baths, cherry hardwood floors and open floor plan.
New siding, windows and doors, fenced yard with large Trex deck and koi pond.

ﬁnd out why Burgdorff, ERA
listings in Westﬁeld and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*
than the rest of the MLS.
Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.
SCOTCH PLAINS

$372,500

Great opportunity to own this 3 Bedroom, 2 bath Ranch in pristine condition.
Perfect as it is or bring your builder—expansion possibilities abound in the neighborhood of new construction. Great price-don’t delay!

WESTFIELD

$1,300,000

Elegantly appointed 4000+ square feet, 4 Bedroom, 3.5 bath center hall Colonial boasts gracious entry, Family Room with fireplace and archways to Eat-In
Kitchen with granite, MBR suite, finished basement with full bath, 1st floor
laundry, great location and is close to town.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04
for Westﬁeld, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated
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Blue Devil Icemen Fall
To No. 15 Montgomery

Lady Raiders Win
Swim Titles
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

IM and breaststroke for us and was
on the 400-free relay and 200-medley at most of our meets. Mary
Henkels has also had a great year.
She has been a key performer for us
in the sprint freestyles and the backstroke events.”
But Hulnik noted that she received
great performances across the board.
“Our captains Kristen Henkels and
Kate Kosenick have done well this
year too. They always step it up
around this time of year, Kristen in
the sprint freestyles and Kate in backstroke and fly. They have also provided exceptional leadership to the
team. Freshman Allison Haggan and
Kim Rizzo have contributed greatly
to our team’s success. They are very
versatile performing well in the
sprint, stroke and distance events,
and can also swim events, which are
close together.”
NJ SECTION 2, PUBLIC B FINALS:
SPF 118.5, MONTGOMERY 51.5
50 free: Murphy (S) 25.44
100 free: Murphy (S) 56.57
200 free: Helock (S) 2:01.77
500 free: Helock (S) 5:33.04
100 breast: Fox (S) 1:11.77
100 fly: Michelle D’Aguillo (M) 1:04.01
100 back: Mary Henkels (S) 1:03.32
200 IM: Fox (S) 2:19.48
200 free relay: S (Kristen Henkels, Brittany Larkin, Allison Haggen, Murphy)
1:48.33
400 free relay: S (Kristen Henkels,
Larkin, Fox, Mary Henkels) 3:57.68
200 medley relay: S (Kate Johnson,
Fox, Murphy, Mary Henkels) 1:55.52
SPF 95, PRINCETON 75
50 free: Nina Rossi (P) 25.08
100 free: Rossi (P) 53.07
200 free: Helock (S) 2:03.52
500 free: Kathleen Morrison (P) 5:18.61
100 breast: Fox (S) 1:12.21
100 fly: Jillian Murphy (S) 1:01.58
100 back: Kate Johnson (S) 1:04.63
200 IM: Morrison (P) 2:16.3
200 free relay: S (Kristen Henkels, Brittany Larkin, Kim Rizzo, Mary Henkels)
1:45.57
400 free relay: P (Elizabeth Cava,
Morrison, Gabby Cifuentes, Rossi)
3:52.34
200 medley relay: S (Kate Johnson,
Fox, Murphy, Mary Henkels) 1:55.98
PUBLIC B CHAMPIONSHIPS:
SPF 88, HADDONFIELD 82
50 free: Murphy (S) 24.72
100 free: Emily Creran (H) 53.77
200 free: Helock (S) 1:59.54
500 free: Larkin (S) 5:37.9
100 breast: Erika Wendel (H) 1:06.96
100 fly: Murphy (S) 1:00.53
100 back: Creran (H) 59.57
200 IM: Wendel (H) 2:09.26
200 free relay: H (Wendel, Taylor Moore,
Jen Clark, Helene Nicoletti) 1:42.1
400 free relay: S (Helock, Mary Henkels,
Fox, Murphy) 3:43.97
200 medley relay: H (Allison Walker,
Wendel, Creran, Clark) 1:51.94

See ‘photos’ on Web!
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By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROLLING PAST A COMET…Junior point guard Greg Bayard, No. 24, got hot in the fourth quarter and struck for six
points and a steal to help Scotch Plains-Fanwood defeat Roselle, 46-44.

DOUGHER BUCKETS 19, BAYARD NETS 11, GARRETT 8

Raiders’ Late Strike Defeats
Comet Basketballers, 46-44
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stifling man-to-man defense and a
14-8 run in the final quarter by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys’ basketball team resulted in a
thrilling, 46-44, triumph and took the
glow out of a good Hillside Comet
team in Scotch Plains on February
23. The deciding factor came from
Lordley Okarter (6 rebounds) who
tattered the net with a 15-foot jumper
with 37 ticks remaining in the game.
Raider sophomore guard Brian
Dougher combined hustle with shooting success and bucketed 19 points,
including four from beyond 3-point
range. He also grabbed seven rebounds and finished with two assists
and two steals. Junior point guard
Greg Bayard poured in six of his 11
points in the fourth quarter and pulled
down two offensive boards. Senior
guard DJ Garrett nailed a 3-pointer
and finished with eight points, three
rebounds and two assists. Senior forward Sean Young sank five points and
added one assist. Senior guard Rob
Lewis added two points and pulled
five rebounds. Justin Matthews led
the Comets with 12 points.
“There was absolutely no intensity

and there was no feel to the game at
all. It was almost like, ‘let’s get it over
with and get to the state tournament’,
so after the first quarter I told them
whoever plays intense is going to
play,” said Raider Head Dan Doherty.
“Lewis and Garrett gave us a great
spark defensively. Dougher just
played consistently and we got Bayard
going. Young was not feeling that
well, so we left Okarter in there to see
how he can handle it. He hit a big
jumper. I don’t know if I want him to
take that jumper, but he hit it.”
The Raiders struck first with the
accuracy of Dougher who connected
from 3-point range, then struck the
Comet basket again with a lay-up off
a feed by Bayard to give the Raiders
a 5-0 edge. The Comets responded
with an eight-point run. Bayard later
banged in a 3-pointer and Garrett hit
from downtown. Hillside composed
itself, took control under the glass
and went to work netting 11 points to
take a 19-11 lead at the end of the
quarter.
The Raiders cut the lead to five
after the second quarter by tightening
their defensive perimeters. Garrett
struck the target with a 3-pointer and
a jumper, Dougher took to the air

Pre-Construction Opportunity

$1,925,000

You’ll Love to Call this Home!

$499,000

Pristine 3 bedroom, 2 bath Colonial built in the 1920’s and renovated in the late 1990’s. Situated on a tranquil treelined street, this home includes a large country kitchen w/den & adjacent laundry area, enhanced by beautiful
hardwood floors and new windows. Finished rec. room plus an office and workshop complete the basement. Enjoy
the wood-burning fireplace in the living room! (052000653)

from 3-point range and Bayard netted a 2-point jumper. By halftime,
Hillside led, 26-21.
It was the ‘Dougher Show’ in the
third quarter, as he sprayed the net
with 10 or the Raiders’ 11 points.
Hillside scored 10 points and had a
36-32 lead ending the quarter. In the
final quarter, Young hit a spin-around
lay-up and Dougher banged a 3pointer. Okarter delivered a timely
screen and fed Bayard who knocked
in a 3-point jumper that tied the game
at 40. With three minutes remaining,
Bayard struck a clutch basket. With
the Comets forced to foul, Bayard hit
one-of-two from the stripe for a threepoint lead. Comet Matthews hit a 2pointer that trimmed the lead to one.
Dougher, on a foul, connected oneof-two. With 45 five seconds left,
Lewis hauled down a rebound, worked
his way up court and found Okarter
who sank his only basket, a jumper
that sealed the victory.
“We talked about it the whole year
long and now they need to come out
and play hard in the states which I
think we will. I’m not worried about
that however,” concluded Doherty.
Hillside
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
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SCOTCH PLAINS

The Westfield High School Ice
Hockey team fell short in its quest to
repeat as Van Cott Cup champions
after a 3-0 loss to top-seeded, 15thranked Montgomery on February 21.
In the game’s opening minutes, it
was clear the Cougars were the stronger team. Their players were faster
and bigger but the Blue Devils made
up for these disadvantages in determination and managed to stay relatively even with the Cougars. Montgomery controlled the play but sophomore goalie Eric Zagorski could not
be beat until the Cougars managed to
get a rebounding puck past him to
take a 1-0 lead.
In the second period, Westfield had
more offensive opportunities. The
team’s defensemen did a superlative
job stopping Montgomery’s talented
forwards and moved the puck around
the ice, smoothly executing the transition to offense. However, the speed of
the Montgomery team made it difficult for the Blue Devils to generate
quality offensive chances. A key moment for the Blue Devils was shutting
down the Cougar power play, not giving them a chance to take a two-goal
lead. The second period ended, 1-0.
Westfield experienced more of the
same difficulties in the third period,
as it was unable to out-skate the back-

checking Cougar forwards. Midway
through the period, a Cougar broke
free of the Westfield defense for a
breakaway shot at Zagorski. Despite
a post-to-post split by Zagorski, he
could not stop the shot from finding
the upper corner, giving Montgomery a 2-0 lead. After falling behind by
two goals, the Blue Devils continued
to give it their all. With 10 seconds
remaining, Montgomery scored an
empty-net goal. Montgomery outshot the Blue Devils, 37-11.
Junior Seth Davidson remarked,
“Montgomery is a solid team. They
have talented players on all of their
lines.”
On February 24, the Blue Devils
played Pingry, in order to stay fresh
for their state tournament games. They
fell behind, 4-1, and made a valiant
effort to come back and earn a tie or
win but they were unable to do so
losing, 5-4. Sal Esposito had three
goals and junior Jeff Mysel had one.
The Blue Devils will conclude their
season with the NJISSA State Tournament. On March 1, the state tournament seeds were announced.
Westfield received the No. 32 seed
and will play No 33 seed Glen Rock,
winner of the Northern Blue Division. If Westfield defeats Glen Rock,
it will have to face No. 1 seeded,
defending state champion Morris
Knolls.

Weichert

Weichert

Nestled in a notable storybook enclave, this custom residence, with European flair, boasts luxurious amenities and
includes 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, French doors to library, 2-3 fireplaces, dramatic two story entrance foyer with
circular oak staircase. Volume ceiling, hardwood floors throughout, formal living and dining rooms with mahogany
inlays, grande master suite with sitting room, dual walk-in closets and elegant spa bath, walk up attic, designer
kitchen plus breakfast room and more! 4400 sq. ft. + additional 2000 sq. ft. of finished basement. Call Holly for
more information at 908-693-7544. (052000590)

SCOTCH PLAINS
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See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com
®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Patricia O’Connor, SRES
• NJAR Circle of Excellence, Silver 2005
• Westfield area Specialist
• Seniors Real Estate Specialist
• Weichert Ambassadors Club - Top 2% of Weichert Agents
• Residential, Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Patricia O’Connor, SRES
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Patty O’Connor in, and she’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Warm & Inviting

$445,000

A bright, 4-season enclosed front porch welcomes you to this warm and inviting 3-bedroom, 1 1/2 bath Colonial. In
addition to the forced hot air, the wood-burning stove provides abundant heat to the home. The large spa-like tiled
bathroom has a claw-foot tub, separate shower and tiled vanity. The third floor features the bright Master Suite, which
has a sitting room and two closets. With a fenced-in yard, newer kitchen and baths, Trex deck, hardwood floors, new
windows throughout and beautiful colors all around, this home is ready for you. Call Sarah Kuehne at 908-581-3593
for more information or for an appointment to see this beautiful home. (052000904)

SCOTCH PLAINS

Custom Built Colonial

$1,295,000

This distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction with meticulous attention
to detail. Set on an exquisite cul-de-sac and designed on a grand scale, this elegant home features a 2-story entry
foyer, designer gourmet kitchen, spectacular family room with stone fireplace, refined living room, gracious dining
room, office/study, four generous bedrooms, walk-out lower level with great room, full entertaining kitchen, exercise
room, bonus room & more. The deck spans the entire rear elevation & overlooks an unsurpassed breathtaking 1.39
acres of specimen planting, lush lawns, patios & natural wooded area. Call for your private tour today! (052000541)

Page 16

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, March 2, 2006

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Raiders Claim 4 Champs, Blue Devils 2
At District 11 Wrestling Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TURN WITH A TWIST…Raider Pat Mineo, top, works a Jimmy John
(corkscrewing type move) on Cougar Steve Chencharik in the 140-lb final.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ENTWINING A CANNON…Blue Devil Colin MacKay, right, has a single
grapevine on Raider Trevor Cannon as they roll out of the circle in the 125-lb final.

Rahway, 13-8.
“My favorite move is a funk move.
I just go with what I know. I go to a
club and my coach always tells me to
work on my flexibility. Coach (John)
Sholz is always a big influence,” said
Cannon.
Blue Devil Mark Boyd won the
160-lb title and avenged two earlierseason defeats by clamping Raider
Joe Bachi with a cradle in 5:38 in the
semis and by head smothering
Elizabeth’s Jeff Norville in 5:11 in
the finals.
“I have never beaten him,” Boyd
said of Bachi. “I was always leading
him and he’s always taken it in the
third period.”
After pinning Norville, Boyd said,
“I avenged two of my big losses this
year. I guess I found out that I was
good. That Somerville match! (Boyd
won via fall). Every day my confidence has been going up.”
Bachi nipped Cranford’s Eric
Whitney, 3-2, to grab third.
Raider Sal Gano won his second
119-lb district title by cradling
Cranford’s Jim Provence to sleep in
43 seconds. In the semis, Gano
claimed a 19-2, technical fall over
Rahway’s Muath Ajalude in 2:41.
Blue Devil Sam Reichbach edged
Ajaludi, 10-9, for third place.
“I have wrestled everyone of them
before. I was pretty confident. It feels
good winning my second title. Hopefully, next year, I can win my third,”

FANWOOD OLD MEN’S SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION
2006 SEASON
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association,
a modified pitch league, announces its 2006
season beginning in April.

Ages 21-71
Monday thru Friday at
Forest Road and LeGrande Park,
thru July ’06
Teams or individuals can
register immediately at:

908-889-8456 or
tssmith5@aol.com

commented Gano.
wasn’t doing well on bottom and I third. Earlier, Foote pinned Martin
Raider Nick Giannaci found out think I need to work more on my Pierre (L) in 46 seconds.
CHAMPIONSHIPS:
that wrestling a quality opponent for offense.”
the third time in a season can be
Raider DeNichilo earned his way 103: — Juan Herrera (R) d Angelo Matias
8-6
difficult but he won the endurance to face Caldwell in the finals by pin- (E),
112: — Furquan (E) d Ferrara (S), 8-4
test in the 189-lb finals by scoring an ning Sesay Chermo (X) with a double 119: — Gano (S) p Provence (C), :43
escape in the third overtime to beat grapevine then by pinning Chad 125: — MacKay (W) md Cannon (S), 20-8
Elizabeth’s Rich Tabor, 2-1. Previ- Hopkins (N) in 5:32 with a power 130: — Wilson (R) md Olsson, 9-1
135: — Ridente (C) d Oscar Zuniga (R),
ously, Giannaci defeated Tabor in the half.
9-3
Union County finals, 7-4, and in a
Raider freshman Mike Ferrara tal- 140: — Mineo (S) md Ogada (E), 13-4
dual meet, 6-3.
lied four takedowns and an escape to 145: — Nicasio (R) p Shaffer (W), 3:12
“We both knew each other like the defeat Blue Devil John Barnes, 9-3, 152: — Caldwell (R) p DeNichilo (S),
1:15
back of our hands. That’s why it was in the 112-lb semis.
160: — Boyd (W) p Norville (E), 5:11
such a low scoring match. He is such
“I saw that he was taking his shots 171: — Hogan (C) p Goodridge (R), 5:05
a good athlete. I think I can be in from pretty far away and I knew that 189: — Giannaci (S) d Tabor (E), 2-1, 3 OT
better condition. I am going to work I could capitalize. I’m really excited! 215: — Baker (S) d Cruikshank (W), 7-2
— Andre Neblett (R) p Williams (E),
harder this week to make sure I am in Coming into this year, I really wanted Hwt:
2:57
better condition,” said Giannaci.
to be on the varsity. Making it to the
THIRD PLACE:
Giannaci pinned Rahway’s Juan regions was a huge goal for me,” said 103: — Hynes
(C) d Shardien (S), 9-6
Lopez in the semis in 1:12.
Ferrara.
112: — Barnes (W) d St. Elme (R), 8-3
Raider Keith Baker bulldozed his
In the finals, Ferrara was 119: — Reichbach (W) d Aljaludi (R), 10-9
way to the 215-lb crown by pinning decisioned, 8-4, by Rahman Furquan 125: — Santoni (R) p Krov (C), 1:00
— Kamel (W) d Robles (L), 10-4
Rahway’s Sandile Manzini in the (E). Barnes recovered to beat Nate St. 130:
135: — Desiato (S) p Jimenez (E), 1:02
semis in 3:17 then by topping Elme (R), 8-3, for third place.
140: — Acevedo (R) d Chencharik (C),
Westfield’s Steve Cruikshank, 7-2, in
Raider Olsson made it to the 130-lb 10-4
the finals.
finals to face Wilson with a 2-1 vic- 145: — Dennis (C) p Raheem Harris (X),
In his bout with Manzini, Baker tory over Blue Devil Matt Kamel in 5:58
152: — Chris Cook (C) won injury desaid, “I kept hitting him with a Jimmy the semis.
fault
John (far arm pull with a corkscrew
Kamel defeated Todd Robles (L), 160: — Bachi (S) d Whitney (C), 3-2
171: — Isom (X) d Willard (W), 10-9
motion).”
10-4, for third place.
— Lopez (R) won forfeit
After winning the 215-lb title,
Raider heavyweight Joe Foote de- 189:
215: — Veca (C) md Manzini (R), 10-2
Baker said, “This is only my second feated Edrese Gray (X), 4-1, to place Hwt: — Foote (S) d Edrese Gray (X), 4-1
year of wrestling. It’s
awesome. Regions is going to be tough but I think
I can beat a few of those
kids.”
After
flattening
Freddie Epps (E) in 1:25,
Cruikshank showed that
conditioning paid off
when he defeated
Cranford’s Dave Veca, 65, in overtime.
“Coach said conditioning is going to win you a
match. I just kept pushing and it went into overtime. He took injury time
so I chose down and there
was eight seconds left. I
said ‘I’m getting up’ and
conditioning did it,” said
Cruikshank.
Blue Devil Andrew
Shaffer racked up 10
points via takedowns and
added two reversals and
a near-fall to win a 17-9,
majority decision over
Jeb Dennis (C) to advance to the 145-lb finals
where he was stopped by
Carlos Nicasio (R) in
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
3:12.
After his bout with EN ROUTE TO THE 160-LB CROWN…Blue Devil Mark Boyd works a Peterson on MinuteDennis, Shaffer said, “I man Jeff Norville in the 160-lb final. Boyd pinned Norville in 5:11. See picture on page 18.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Fanwood
$479,000
7 room split. 3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths. New windows, roof,
furnace, cac, 2 new baths & much more. Near schools,
town, train. WSF0090

Scotch Plains
$479,000
Spacious cape. 4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, formal dining,
newer eat-in kitchen with hardwood floors, finished
basement & more. WSF0097

Westfield
$979,900
Open House: Sun. 3/5 1-4PM, 514 Kimball Ave. Very
spacious renovated Victorian. 5/6 bedrooms, large eat-in
kitchen. DIR: N. Elucid, lft Kimball. WSF0128

Westfield
$1,395,000
Grand 6 bedroom, 3.1 bath Victorian. Gracious entry foyer,
updated eat-in kitchen, family room, 3rd floor retreat &
much more. WSF0095

$550,000
Scotch Plains
Wonderful expanded cape on beautifully landscaped
grounds. Fabulous kitchen, 3 season porch, rec room,
deck & more. WSF0087

Mountainside
$650,000
OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 3/5 1-4PM, 259 Ravens Wood. Ranch
in park-like setting. Very spacious. DIR: Deer Path, Meeting House, Grouse, Hawk Ridge, Ravens Wood. WSF0415

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services 877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division 800-575-0952

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue
HOME LOANS

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mobility Broker Network

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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FSPY 8 & Under Teams Finish
Strong at State Swim Meet
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA (FSPY) 8-and-Under girls and
boys swim teams had a strong showing at the YMCA New Jersey State
Championships held on February 5 at
the Ocean County YMCA.
Six-year-old Maya Dunchus posted
her best times while placing 10th in
the 25-yard butterfly and 14th in the
25-yard breaststroke. In the sevenyear-old 25-yard freestyle, Maddie
Bebout and sisters Mariel, Melody
and Mariah Weigel swam their best
times, while Bella Bernado placed
19th in a field of 72 for that event.
Cami Sullivan had her best time in the
same event and also anchored the free
relay team (Mariel Weigel, Bernado,
Mariah Weigel, Sullivan) that placed
10th in a field of 22.
For eight-year-old girls, Asia Cadet, Kelly Bracuto and Maddie Ryan
posted their best times in the 25-yard
freestyle, while Tiffany Inacker finished 48th in the field of 122. Cadet
also posted her best times in the 25yard breaststroke and 25-yard butterfly. Ameila Markey and Zoe Verrico
posted their best times in the 25-yard
backstroke and, in the 50-yard
freestyle, Verrico and Ryan had best
times. Emma Jaczko proved a strong
closer for the free relay team (Verrico,
Bracuto, Ryan, Jaczko), which placed
24th out of 47 teams.
For the boys, six-year-old Colin
Sullivan and seven-year-old Matthew
Auda placed in the top 10 in three
events. For the six and unders, Sullivan
posted his best times of the year,
finishing second in the 25-yard
freestyle, seventh in the 25-yard
breaststroke and ninth in the 25-yard
backstroke. Auda placed fifth in the
50-yard and 25-yard freestyle and
third in the 25-yard butterfly. Eric
Chang, another seven-year-old,
posted his best times in the 25-yard
freestyle and 25-yard breaststroke.
For the eight-year-old boys, Alex
Skoog posted two 22nd-place finishes in the 25-yard backstroke and
25-yard butterfly. Posting their best
times were Thomas Lestikow in the
25-yard freestyle and Kevin Kerby in

Joe DeCampo Shines
On Muhlenberg Mats
ALLENTOWN, PA. — Sophomore
Joe DeCampo (Westfield) of the
Muhlenberg College wrestling team
contributed to the team’s successful
season.
DeCampo, competing in the 149pound weight class, went 20-11 with
four major decisions and a team-best
four technical falls. The 20 wins were
third best on the Mules and a career
high. DeCampo’s 88 takedowns led
the team, and he was second with 18
near-falls.
“Joseph very much improved over
his freshman season,” said Head
Coach Tom Schleicher. “He worked
hard over the off-season, and his work
ethic in the practice room paid off.”
Muhlenberg finished 8-4 overall
and 5-2 in the Centennial Conference
(CC). The Mules finished third at the
CC Championships, their best finish
in four years.

Westfield ‘Y’ Swimmers Excel
At 8 & Under Championships

all his events (25-yard free, 50-yard
free and 25-yard butterfly). Jason
Steinberg also had his best times of
the season in all his events (25-yard
free, 25-yard backstroke and 25-yard
breaststroke), while placing 16th out
of 54 in the breaststroke.
The boys medley relay (Skoog,
Steinberg; Auda, Walling) placed
eighth out of 32 teams and the freestyle
relay (Auda, Walling, Kerby, Skoog)
placed eighth out of 35 teams, capping
off a host of strong performances by
both teams throughout the season.

Lady Devils Advance
To Public A Finals
The Westfield High School girls
swim team advanced to the New
Jersey Public A championship by
defeating Lawrence, 93-77, in the
semifinals on February 23.
50 free: Julia Wrobel (L) 25.85
100 free: Wrobel (L) 55.38
200 free: Alexi Kuska (W) 2:00.72
500 free: Kylie Fraser (W) 5:23.94
100 breast: Julie Senerth (L) 1:11.99
100 fly: Maddie Emde (L) 1:02.75
100 back: Lauren McCurdy (W)
1:03.92
200 IM: DarrellAnn Smith (W) 2:16.66
200 free relay: W (Kuska, Catherine
Maguire, Liz Hawkins, Brittany
Reyes) 1:45.76
400 free relay: L (Kim Greenfield,
Stephanie Greenfield, Senerth,
Wrobel) 3:50.6
200 medley relay: W (McCurdy, Katie
Morgan, Reyes, Julie Cederroth)
1:57.15

CHW Swim Girls Top
Westfield in NJSIAA
No. 2 ranked Cherry Hill West
won 10 of 11 events to defeat No. 7
Westfield, 102-68, for the NJSIAA
Public A title at The College of
New Jersey in Ewing on February
26. Alexi Kuska was the only Blue
Devil to touch first in an event,
winning the 500-freestyle in a time
of 5:22.4.
Lauren McCurdy, Katie Morgan,
Brittany Reyes and Liz Hawkins,
who finished second in the 200yard medley relay, recorded the
third-fastest time in Westfield history at 1:53.87. Kuska, who finished second in the 200-freestyle,
recorded the fifth-fastest time in
school history at 1:58.55. Kylie
Fraser, who finished third in the
200-IM, recorded the eighth-fastest time at 2:14.99 and the foursome of Kuska, Morgan, Fraser and
Reyes finished second in the 200freestyle relay with a time of 1:44.46
to record Westfield High School’s
eighth-fastest time.
50 free: Maureen O’Neill (C) 24.64
100 free: Amanda Waldner (C) 54.84
200 free: Waldner (C) 1:58.4
500 free: Kuska (W) 5:22.5
100 breast: Emily Bart (C) 1:10.06
100 fly: Leigh Ann Patterson (C)
1:00.28:
100 back: Allison Rolish (C) 1:01.34
200 IM: Rolish (C) 2:14.15
200 free relay: C (Heather Lee, Laura
Pierce, Waldner, O’Neill) 1:42.51
400 free relay: C (Patterson, Jen
Rashti, Rolish, Waldner) 3:48
200 medley relay: C (Rolish, Bart,
Pierce, O’Neill) 1:53.11
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HAVING A SENIOR MOMENT…Blue Devil senior Terron Rogers, No. 31, hit
it big on Senior Day with 18 points, including four 3-pointers.

Blue Devils’ ‘Trips to Win’
Defeat Cougar Cagers, 85-71

St. Helen’s Boys Top
St. James Cagers, 73-49

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

The game, however, was not without miscues, and each team had its
share.
“To be honest, starting off, I played
pretty sloppy. I forced a couple of
passes but, once I made my first shot,
I was confident. Everything was falling for us. Once I hit more shots I
knew today was going to be the day
that we all were hitting,” said Bonard.
“We did come out running a lot but
we made a lot of mistakes, looking
too fast for other people,” commented
Rogers.
After the 26-19 first-quarter lead,
the Blue Devils ran off 12 straight
points to go ahead, 38-19, midway
through the second quarter, but the
Cougars later answered with a 9-0
run, sparked by Smith’s three lay-ups
and Ciencin’s three-banger. By halftime, the Blue Devils led, 46-33.
In the third quarter, the Blue Devils
had success passing inside, which not
only led to several lay-ups but also
several fouls. Venezia went to the line
and cashed in on five of eight free
throws, while Pritsker and Rogers
each sank both of their free throws.
The Blue Devils increased their lead
to 70-51.
The victory marked the second time
this season that the Blue Devils took
top honors over the Cougars – a rare

Adult Baseball League
Currently Forming
The MSM Adult Baseball League
of New Jersey is currently forming a
New Jersey Baseball team, “New Jersey Pirates,” for the 2006 spring season. All players are welcome over the
age of 18 at any skill level.
Pitchers, outfielders, infielders and
catchers are needed. For more information, call (908) 370-9194 or email: kvoss09@comcast.net.

event between the two rivals. On January 6, the Blue Devils prevailed, with
Venezia sinking 21 points and Rogers
bucketing 16.
“I can’t remember the last time we
beat them twice in the same year,”
said Bonard. “This is the way to end
the last home game, beating Cranford.
That’s the way we wanted!”
With a state sectional game with
Bridgewater-Raritan on the horizon,
Bonard said, “This was really a big
game that we need to prove that we
can shoot the ball. We know that
Bridgewater is scouting us. We need
to make sure that they respect our
jump shots.”
Cranford
Westfield

19 14 18 20
26 20 24 15

The 8-and-under Westfield YMCA
swimmers competed in the statewide championship meet, featuring
24 YMCA teams, at the Ocean
County YMCA on February 5. The
following are the individual results
by age.
6 and Under: Shannon Pyle
placed second in the 25-back, third
in the 25-free and sixth in the 25-fly,
while Emily Oster placed second in
the 25-free and 10th in the 25-back.
Colin Daniel placed second in the
25-back, seventh in the 25-fly and
ninth in the 25-free, while Jake
Lessner placed third in the 25-breast,
eighth in the 25-fly and 12th in the
25-free.
7 Year Olds: Caroline Felix placed
seventh in the 50-free and 15th in the
25-fly, while Jamie Thomas placed
seventh in the 25-breast. Oster, Thomas, Pyle and Felix placed fifth in the
100-free relay and sixth in the 100medley relay. Ryan Daniel touched
first in the 50-free and 25-back and
placed second in the 25-free.
8 Year Olds: Courtney Day placed

The St. Helen’s High School boys
basketball team defeated St. James of
Basking Ridge, 73-49, on February
25 to push their record to 10-0. St.
Helen’s shot 32-for-58 from the field
and 5-for-6 from the free throw line.
Senior Woody Handza and junior
Scott Dyer combined for 54 points,
with each player netting 27 points.
The remaining 19 points were distributed evenly between Mike
Manders, Eric Scrudato, Dan
Meliello, Mike Amjody and Bobby
Molson.

11th in the 25-back. Katherine Duffy,
Johanna Mermer, Courtney Day and
Caitlin Collins placed 18th in the
100-free relay, while the foursome
of Day, Mermer Julia Meyers and
Duffy placed 21st in the event. Jack
Rose placed 12th in the 100-IM and
13th in the 25-breast. Rose, Jordan
Livolsi, Jordan Hickman and Ryan
Daniel placed fourth in the 100-free
relay and ninth in the 100-medley
relay.
Emma Phillips, Marina DeCotiis,
Meredith Bagger, Angelo Dente,
Kevin Clauss and Nicholas Cannone
recorded strong performances.
“The 8/Unders are the foundation
of the Westfield Area YMCA and I
look forward to guiding them to many
more successfully seasons,” said
swim coach Paul Casazza.

SP-F School One
Schedules Golf Outing
SCOTCH PLAINS – A golf outing
to benefit School One playground,
science fair, reading incentives, student/parent program and cultural arts
has been set for Monday, April 24, at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
in Scotch Plains.
There will be an 8 a.m. registration,
an 8:15-9:15 a.m. continental breakfast and a 9:30 a.m. shotgun start
(beverages will be provided while
playing), a 2:30 p.m. cocktail reception (cash bar) followed by a BBQ
lunch and prizes. Cost is $195 per
golfer and registration is due by March
17. Make the check payable to School
One PTA.
For more information on the outing, please contact Jim Lambert
atlambo2126@hotmail.com or call
(908) 322-1356

71
85

St. Helen’s Boys Rock
MMOG Blue Saints
The St. Helen’s High School boys
basketball team improved to 11-0 with
an 85-65 triumph over Hillsboro’s
MMOG Blue Saints at Hillsboro High
School on February 26. Maintaining
their blistering shooting pace St.
Helen’s was for the third time this
season perfect from the free throw
line and shot 37-for-57 from the floor
to register a 65 percent shooting percentage for the game, which included
six three-pointers.
Mike Manders and Dan Meliello
made every shot they attempted.
Woody Handza led the scoring with
35 points, followed by Mike Amjody
who netted his personal best for the
season with 20 points. Scott Dyer
was hampered by foul trouble but still
scored 12 points followed by Eric
Scrudato with seven and Bobby
Molson with five. Manders led the
team in rebounds followed by
Meliello, with Manders blocking four
shots and Meliello registering three
blocks.

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday 3/5 1-4PM
209 Kimball Avenue
WESTFIELD
$2,350,000
Welcome to 209 Kimball Avenue, a regal 13-room estate with 5 Bedrooms,
5 full and 2 half Baths. The Foyer of this center hall colonial is flanked by
formal Dining Room and grand Living Room with oversized fireplace. Beyond
this room is a Sunroom with 3 walls of windows and a central Study. Gourmet
Kitchen with bay windowed Breakfast Nook, center island and an abundance
of amenities. Warm Family Room with handsome brick fireplace. Separate
wing houses a Laundry Room, second Powder Room, closet space and
attached 3-car garage. Finished Basement with full Bath. Upstairs find 5 large
Bedrooms and 3 full Baths. Sprawling private Master Suite wing offers Bath
with oversize tub and stall shower, as well as endless closet space and dressing
room. Fabulous property with undulating brick wall and observatory
landmarking the home’s enchanting iron-gated entryway. WSF0030

Westfield . . . Immaculate brick and clapboard colonial in one of
Westfield’s finest neighborhoods. Three bedrooms including a
master bedroom with full bath, and a guest bath in the hallway
comprise the second floor. Asking $824,500.

Westfield . . . Storybook Tudor in lovely and convenient
neighborhood. 4 bedrooms, full finished basement, central air,
brand new cherry and corian kitchen. Family room off formal
dining room leading to deck. Asking $749,900.

OFFER ACCEPTED

Cranford . . . One of a kind location. 4 bedroom, 2 full bath
colonial with marble kitchen at end of cul-de-sac on huge lot
(121’x191’). This spectacular property offers unparalleled
privacy. Asking $769,900. Call John Wiley for a private
showing at (908) 812-3000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday 3/5 1-4PM
6 Kirkview Circle
WESTFIELD
$1,895,000

Stunning custom home inspired by modernist and minimalist movements.
Cool slate flooring throughout first level. Dramatic two-story LR w/sunken
conversation area, floor-to-ceiling windows and 2-sided fpl. LR and Family
Room with sliders to rear yard with pool. Streamlined Eat-in Kitchen services
both intimate and large-scale entertaining. Central atrium w/mature Japanese
maple. Four BR upstairs connected by a catwalk. Master Bedroom Suite offers
full Bath flanked by twin dressing areas and fab closets. Finished Basement
with Home Office. Private grounds w/mature plantings. WSF0064

Jayne Bernstein

John C. Wiley

Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

Westfield . . . Large lot in beautiful wooded setting (50’ x 208’).
Value primarily in land. Potential to design your dream home or
renovate existing 3 bedroom colonial. Property sold as-is.
Offered at $599,000.

Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555
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St. Helen’s HS Boys Qualify
For State Hoops Tournament
The St. Helen’s high school boys
basketball team claimed its eighth
straight victory by running past OL
Fatima of Piscataway, 83-61, on February 21 in Perth Amboy and qualified for the State Tournament that
was to start March 1.
After shooting a dismal 5-for-21
from the floor, St. Helen’s trailed by
eight at the end of the first quarter.
Hitting 8-for-19 in the second quarter, St. Helen cut the deficit to four by
halftime.
Defense took hold in the third quarter St. Helen’s held their opponents to
only nine points while netting 7-for15 from the floor to garner a ninepoint lead. In the fourth quarter,
outscored Piscataway, 27-14.
In the end, St. Helen’s shot a dependable 66 percent (21-32) from the
charity stripe. In free throws, Tad Walsh
nailed nine of 13 followed by Eric
Scrudato, Woody Handza and Mike
Manders who combined for 12 of 19.
Manders, Dan Melillo and Walsh controlled the rebounding followed closely
by Scott Dyer, Scrudato and Handza.
Mike Amjody and Bobby Molson
made important offensive contributions. Amjody proved he is a finisher

Westfield

Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

on breakaway lay-ups and Molson
supplied several stops to Piscataway
fast breaks. Seven players found the
scoring column on team shooting of
30-for-68 (44 percent). Handza led in
scoring with 34 points. Walsh sank
21, Dyer had 13 Scrudato put in 11.
Melillo, Manders and Amjody combined for the remaining points.

WF Boosters to Honor
Roger Love, Bill Jordan
The Westfield School Boosters
Association will honor Booster Advisers Roger Love and Bill Jordan by
inducting them into its Hall of Fame
at its 2006 Spring Dinner Dance on
Saturday, March 11, at the Temple
Emanu El in Westfield.
The Dinner Dance is open to the
public and features a Sports Memorabilia Auction. Music will be provided by the renowned Topaz Orchestra. A hot buffet and wine and
beer will be served.
Tickets are $60 each and can be
obtained from Taylor and Love (Century 21 Realtors) and from Nick
Gismondi at (908) 654-1753 and Mike
Toth at (732) 680-0425.
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REACHING THAT MAGIC NUMBER…Cougar Pat Hogan, top, snarls as he
grasps his 100th career victory in the 171-lb finals of the District 11 tournament.

TCNJ To Host NCAA Div. 3
Wrestling Championships
EWING – The College of New
Jersey will serve as host for the 2006
NCAA Division III Wrestling Championships on March 3-4. The event
will bring 160 of the nation’s best

Rarely do you find the perfect blend of true elegance and a casual graciousness that is revealed
in this exquisite Wychwood residence. Beautifully portrays the splendor of Tudor architecture
enlivened by romantic colors, diamond paned lead glass windows, superb woodwork, random
width pegged oak flooring, high ceilings and archways. Magnificent entertainment settings, intimate sitting areas and cozy casual spaces craft an unrivaled venue. The zenith is a stately living
room with an impressive marble fireplace and sun lit alcove. The handsome family room, updated granite accented kitchen and two enclosed porches take full advantage of the surrounding
scenery. The master suite, a private haven, is accompanied by nicely sized bedrooms and updated
baths. A separate bedroom wing, formal dining room, basement rec room and a superbly landscaped yard all serve to craft a setting this is unsurpassed for elegance, comfort and tranquility.
Presented for $2,350,000.

For additional information or your private tour call:
Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2004

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

Division III wrestlers, their coaches,
families and friends to campus. The
two-day event will crown the 2006
NCAA Division III Team Champion
as well as the 10 individual weight
class champions.
The tournament marks the fourth
time in the tournament’s 33-year history that TCNJ has served as the host
for the prestigious event. TCNJ has
served as the host of the tournament
in 1986, 1992, and 1999. Wartburg
College (Waverly, IA) captured the
NCAA Division III crown. Augsburg
College (Minneapolis, MN) is the
tournament’s defending team champion having bested Wartburg last year,
162-104.5 in the team standings.
TCNJ has finished in the Top 25 in
each of the tournament’s previous 32
years, a feat no other Division III
program has attained.
Action opens on Friday, March 3,
with the first session at 11 a.m. and
continues through March 4 with the
championship matches on Saturday,
March 4, at 7:30 p.m.
On Thursday, March 2, the National Wrestling Coaches Association Division III Hall of Fame will
take place in conjunction with the
tournament, as the newest members
will be enshrined. The class of 2006
includes: The 2006 NCWA Division
III Hall of Fame class includes wrestlers, TCNJ’s Glen Sandull
(Kenilworth, NJ), Jamal Fox of
Wartburg College (IA), Mike Helm
of Messiah College (PA) as well as
coaches Kevin Pueblo of Augustana
College (IL), Rusty Carlson of Rhode
Island College.
For more information about the
event or to purchase tickets, please
contact TCNJ’s department of athletics at (609) 771-2517. More about the
tournament is on the web at
www.tcnjathletics.com and click on
the tournament’s logo.

Daddy-Daughter Dance (1st-5th
grades): Mark your calendar for
our annual dance, to be held on
Friday, March 10 at L’Affaire from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. This special
evening will consist of a 5x7 father/
daughter photographed portrait, hot
buffet dinner, dessert and a disc
jockey to play the hottest tunes,
along with an entire evening of
dancing and fun! Fee: $40/per person. Register now to secure your
spot!
Field Hockey Indoor Clinics:
(5th-8th Grade) Learn the fundamentals of field hockey from
coaches Molly Phelan and Melissa
Piegaro on Mondays February 27
to March 20 from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
for seventh and eighth grades and
4:30 -5:30 p.m. for fifth and sixth
grades. All levels welcome. Participants will receive a t-shirt and mouth
guard. Fee: $20.
Culinary Institute and
Millbrook Vineyard Trip: Master-chefs-in-training will prepare a
complete luncheon fare at the world
famous Culinary Institute. Participants will experience an informative tour, guided tour of the
Millbrook Winery and receive a
souvenir wineglass to take home.
Bus departs at 8 a.m. and will return
at 7 p.m. Fee: $80.
Lift Tickets: Purchase lift tickets at discount prices to Camelback, Shawnee, Jack Frost/Big
Boulder, Mountain Creek and Blue
Mountain.
5-Miler and 1-Mile Road Race:
will be held on Saturday, April 29 in
Tamaques Park beginning at 9 a.m.
Obtain a registration form on our
website, www.westfieldtoday.com/
WRD, or register on-line at
www.raceforum.com (click on
“Events 2006”)
Manners Class (Ages 8-12):
This informative, age-appropriate
program teaches children about etiquette and how it should be practiced in today’s world in a fun,
interactive manner. Hosted by Patti
Manning of “Mannerations”. Offered 6 – 7:30 p.m. on Fridays March
31 and April 7. Fee: tbd.
Mommy & Me Fitness/Play
Class (Ages 2-5): Children along
with their parent or caretaker will
be introduced to yoga, movement,
dancing and musical play. Offered
on Fridays beginning January 20
from 9:30 -10:30 a.m. Fee: $55.
Senior Social: This informative
program is an opportunity to get the
latest information on different topics and to meet new people. Guest
speakers will inform participants
about a variety of issues related to
today’s seniors. Held the first Thursday of each month beginning at

12:30 p.m. Call for details.
Sport Squirts (Ages 3-5): Mondays April 24 through June 5 from
9:45 - 10:45a.m. or 12 – 1 p.m. This
enjoyable class will introduce children to a variety of sports from
around the world. Instructors will
provide top-notch instruction and
fun! Fee: $99.
Strollersize/Fitness: This popular class is held in Tamaques Park on
Wednesdays from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
April 26 through June 28. Participants will enjoy a brisk walk around
the park followed by some toning
and mild strength training using a
resistance band for Mom, then end
with some circle time for Mommy
and baby singing songs and playing
games. Everyone can meet at the
playground after class for free play!
Fee: $55.
Multi-Sports Spring Break Indoor Camp (Ages 5-14): Instructors from US Sports Institute will
provide a week filled with fun and
games. Offered April 10 through
April 13 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Fee:
$125.
Soccer Squirts (Ages 3-6): Tuesdays 4/25-6/6. Join professional
coaches to experience an innovative
curriculum that ensures maximum
participation. Class times: 10 – 11
a.m. or 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. Fee: $99.
Tennis (Ages 3-Adult): A fiveweek spring tennis program is offered
May 9 through June 8 for beginning
and Intermediate levels. Obtain a tennis registration form on our website
www.westfieldtoday.com/WRD.
The Teen Center: Open on most
Friday evenings during the school
year from 7 – 11 p.m. for all Westfield
High School students. The center
features pool tables, ping-pong, air
hockey, video games, large TV,
VCR, stereo system, vending machines and more. Student I.D. is
required. Municipal Building.
The Night Place: For sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade Westfield
residents from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30
p.m. at Edison School. Featured
activities include a live DJ with dancing, movies, passive games, basketball, refreshments and more. The
cost is $2 in advance or $3 at the
door. The remaining 2006 dates are
March 31 and May 12.
Teen Time: Open to Westfield resident teens in grades six through eight
on February 25, March 25 and April
22. Teens will enjoy themselves in a
supervised environment filled with
fun. The program is offered at the
YMCA’s East Broad Street Family
Branch and at the Municipal Building
Teen Center. Registration will take
place on the scheduled nights at the
YMCA’s East Broad Street Branch.
Fee: $5 per date.
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SPFHS to Host
Senior Citizen’s Day
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s Student Government Association will
host Senior Citizen’s Day on Thursday, March 23, at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Seniors will able to participate in games, prizes, and a preview the production of 42nd Street
as well as participate in an Irish
step dance performance. They will
also socialize with the youth of
SPFHS.
Complimentary breakfast and
lunch will be included. Senior residents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
who would like to attend, are asked
to contact the high school at (908)
889-8600, extension 764 or e-mail
akoscielecki@spfk12.org.

Bag Sale Week to Begin
At Local Thrift Shop
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced the semiannual week of bag sales will take place
at its thrift shop, located at 1730 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains.
The sales will begin at 10 a.m. on
Tuesday, March 7 and continue
through Saturday, March 11. Wool
scarves and hats, overcoats, men’s
and women’s slacks and jackets are
still available. Additionally, children’s
clothes, toys, linens, bric-a-brac,
books and shoes may be purchased.
Individuals may fill a bag for $5.
The shop’s spring opening will take
place on Tuesday, March 14. Shop
hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
and Friday and Saturday from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. For more details or
directions to the store, please call
(908) 322-5420.

Scotch Plains
DAY OF HONOR…John Francis Falzon of Westfield holds a limited edition
print created to honor the achievement of Eagle Scout that he received at his
recent Court of Honor. He has been active in scouting since the first grade.

Eagle Scout John Falzon
Saluted at Court of Honor
WESTFIELD – An Eagle Scout
Court of Honor was held January 29
for John Francis Falzon of Troop 73
in Westfield, who attained the highest
rank offered by the Boy Scouts of
America. He is the son of John and
Kathy Falzon of Westfield.
Now a sophomore at Westfield High

Westfield Chamber Reveals
Activities Slated for March
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) has
announced its schedule of activities
for March, in which all local business
people are welcome to participate.
The WACC has teamed up with the
Suburban Chambers of Commerce
representing Summit, New Providence and Berkeley Heights, to offer
members the opportunity to participate in “First Fridays.”
“First Fridays” is a networking
breakfast that takes place each month
at The Grand Summit Hotel, located at
570 Springfield Avenue in Summit.
The next event is scheduled for tomorrow, Friday, March 3, at 8 a.m. and will
feature the new president of Drew
University, Dr. Robert Weisbuch.
Dr. Weisbuch will speak about the
admissions process as the first step in
challenging students to take their
thoughts as far as they can go and then
act on them for positive social change.
Reservations are encouraged. Interested
persons are asked to call the Suburban
Chambers at (908) 522-1700.
On Wednesday, March 15, from 8
to 10 a.m., business people from
throughout Union County will gather
for the local New Jersey Business and
Industry Association (NJBIA) Employer Legislative Committee (ELC)
Breakfast at the Galloping Hill Inn,
325 Chestnut Street in Union.
Participants will be briefed on the
latest legislation and regulations af-

$859,900

One of 2 spacious 4 Bedroom 2 ½ bath Colonials built by Custom Construction featuring an Entrance Foyer
leading to Living Room; Formal Dining Room; gourmet EIK w/center island open to large Family Room w/
fireplace and sliders to yard. Wonderful Master Suite includes a large walk-in closet and full bath w/whirlpool
tub. Convenient to elementary school. WSF0922

fecting businesses and also have an
opportunity to network.
The next Chamber Speed Networking Meeting will take place Thursday,
March 16, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. and
feature Debra Hirsch, a Business and
Personal Coach. Ms. Hirsch will lead
participants through exercises designed to add depth and variety to the
networking process. The meeting will
be held at the WACC office, located at
173 Elm Street, on the third floor of
the Bank of America building. All area
business people are welcome.
The cost is $12 for WACC members and $15 for non-members. Seating is limited; to reserve a spot, please
call the chamber at (908) 233-3021.
On Wednesday, March 29, the
Chamber will offer a presentation by
the Kean University Small Business
Development Center (SBDC) on
“Maximizing Technology to Market
Your Business.”
The program will take place at
North Fork Bank, 138-142 Central
Avenue in Westfield, from 6:30 to 8
p.m. Led by Nat Bender, an e-commerce specialist for the SBDC, the
workshop will address search engine
registrations, paid placements, email
marketing and promotions.
Additional information is available
by calling the WACC at (908) 2333021. Individuals also are invited to
visit the chamber’s website at
www.WestfieldChamber.com.

School, John started scouting as a Tiger Cub in Pack No. 176 in September
1996 as a first grader at McKinley
Elementary School in Westfield. He
received hisArrow of Light and crossed
over into Troop 73 in March 2001.
As a member of Troop 73, John
participated in numerous troop outings including hiking, backpacking
and canoeing. He also participated in
several High Adventures with his
troop, including backpacking on the
Long Trail in Vermont, international
camping in Ireland, backpacking at
the Philmont Scout Ranch in New
Mexico and on a canoe trek in
Algonquin Provincial Park in Canada.
Additionally, he was involved in
many community service projects,
including conservation work on the
Hackensack River and at the
Watchung Reservation; support for
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church’s Food Pantry and Women’s
Cornerstone Retreat; staffing the
Fanwood Conservation Center and
working on other Troop 73 Eagle
projects.
John’s own Eagle Scout project
was to establish a computerized database for the Time and Talent Ministries of Holy Trinity Parish. The
church recently installed a software
program that stores basic information for church parishioners in a database.
The software program had a separate database for the Time and Talent
Ministries. John’s project was to populate that database with personal information about service volunteers that
work with one or more of the ministries. The church has more than 30
ministries and some 400 to 500 volunteers that serve in those ministries.
Fellow members of Troop 73, high
school classmates and other friends
assisted John in organizing and populating the database. This software
program and database replaced the
paper records that were used to manage the parish ministries.

Westfield

$1,275,000

Westfield

$1,395,000

Westfield

$1,899,000

Mint Condition Colonial nestled on a private lane in the heart of Wychwood featuring a traditional entrance hall
leading to a Formal Living Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining Room w/corner cabinets open to a wonderful
Sunroom; large Eat-In Kitchen w/center island, built in desk and window seat; 1st floor Study/Office w/pine
paneling; 4 Bedrooms; 2 ½ baths and nicely finished Recreation Room. WSF1006

Grand 6 Bedroom 3 ½ bath Victorian featuring a wonderful wrap around porch leading to a gracious Entry Foyer
w/quarter sawn oak flooring and columns leading to the formal Living Room w/fireplace set on a diagonal;
Formal Dining Room w/bay window w/seat; updated Eat In Kitchen; Family Room w/wet bar; 1st floor Laundry;
3rd floor retreat with 2 Bedrooms and full bath; nestled on 1/3 of an acre w/heated pool. Great location close to
town and Franklin and Roosevelt Schools!

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 2005
11 Years
email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Wonderful new 4300 sf home built by Michael Mahoney on deep lot with 4/5 Bedrooms and 4 Baths. Master
Bedroom Suite with fireplace, opulent Bath and his/hers WIC. Gourmet Eat-in center island Kitchen, formal
Living and Dining Rooms. First floor Study, Conservatory. Hardwood floors with custom inlays, dentil and
crown molding, elegant trim package are among its many amenities. Attached 3-car Garage. WSF0989

Scotch Plains
Westfield…Newly listed. Welcome to this elegant CH Colonial home on prestigious
Highland Ave. 5 spacious BR, all new 3 full and 2 half BTHS. New French country kitchen,
charming FR w/custom BI’S, beautiful sunroom, exquisite LR, gracious DR, au pair suite,
new RR & CAC. Classical appointments combine archways, embellished moldings,
lustrous HWFLRS, custom wainscoting, & much more. $1,799,000

$1,899,900

Needlepoint Homes LLC presents new colonial on 1+ acre with 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths. 2-story entrance Foyer,
formal Dining Room, Living Room, and Family room with coffered ceiling. Gourmet eat-in Kitchen with island
and top line appliances. Fireplaces in Master Suite, Living Room and Family Room. First floor au pair suite and
attached 3-car carriage house style garage. Wrap-around porch with gazebo. WSF0847

FRANK D. ISOLDI

Broker / Sales Associate
WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
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CONTACT Sets Open House
For New Training Program
WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, the crisis hotline and listening
center based in Westfield, will launch
its new training program with an open
house at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield on Wednesday, March 15.
This special orientation program will
begin at 7 p.m. in the church lounge.
Members of the public, particularly
those interested in volunteer service to
the community, are invited to attend.
Light refreshments will be available.
The event will include introductory
remarks on the agency’s role in the
local community, a basic introduction
to “CONTACT Listening” and an orientation to both the agency’s new flexible training program and its conventional 12-week training class.
The weekly class will kick off at
the same location on Wednesday,
March 22, and continue most Wednesdays at 7 p.m. through June 14.
The Flexible Training program was
created to suit the busy, complicated
calendars of those who want to volunteer but may not be able to commit
to a rigid schedule. The new program
matches interested volunteers with
mentors and allows the trainees, essentially, to create their own sched-

ules for completing most of the training.
CONTACT volunteers field over
8,000 calls a year from individuals in
emotional distress in a primary service area that covers Union, Essex,
Middlesex, Somerset, Morris, Bergen
and Passaic Counties. It is part of the
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
– (800) 273-TALK.
CONTACT is an agency of the
Westfield United Way and several
other United Way agencies and is
supported additionally by grants from
private and public foundations, corporations and individuals.

BOE to Review
Budget Proposals
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education will review proposals included in the 2006-2007
school district budget at its Tuesday,
March 7 meeting at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm
Street. The public is welcomed to
attend. Meetings are also televised on
TV-36 on Tuesdays at 8 a.m., 3 and 11
p.m. and Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 7
p.m., Saturdays at 3 p.m. and Sundays at 10 a.m.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 5th 1-4 PM
424 Colonial Avenue

A Letter to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

There Are So Many Questions
But There Are Too Few Answers
Recently, I heard of a Union County
resident who made a request of the
freeholders for financial reports for 2005
and the 2006 county budget. What he
received back to his simple request were
instructions to file an OPRA form and a
two-page dissertation, obviously prepared by the county information department, blaming everyone and his cousin,
except the freeholders, for escalating
county taxes. There was also a glowing,
but wordy, report of what they were
doing to address the budget including a
hiring freeze, program cuts, installing
vending machines and increasing fees
to use certain county facilities.
However, many questions remain unanswered, such as: Why is the budget
$413 million? Why do they expect to
spend $1.13 million a day? Why has the
county tax levee increased an average of
10 percent per year for the last five
years? Why did they vote themselves a
5.3 percent raise but are suggesting layoffs of non-political appointee workers? Why did the county manager get a
vehicle that has higher gas consumption
than the one he had? Why do so many
county employees still have use of
county vehicles 24 hours a day along
with free gas? Why is Union County
$38 million in debt? Why is there more
than $10 million in the proposed budget
for overtime costs? How are they going
to control operating costs at Runnells
Hospital, which is again running in the
red? Why won’t they oppose additional
taxpayer funding of the freight line running through the county? Why have
only eight out of 19 state recommendations for repairs at the Juvenile Detention Center been completed after a year?
Why have three of Union County’s
young adults died of medical neglect in
two and half years at our county correc-

tional facilities? Why has the county
faced so many lawsuits by employees?
Why have numerous suits been settled
with taxpayer dollars, and why didn’t
insurance cover these settlements? Why
does it seem that we have to build something on all open-space acquisitions?
Why are open-space dollars used for
questionable brick and mortar projects?
Why is it that taxpayer-funded mass
mailings containing updates of county
government activities always come out
just prior to the primary and general
elections? Why do these mailings, paid
for with tax dollars, feature the incumbents who are running for reelection?
Why is it that during the public comment section of freeholder meetings it is
frowned upon to ask questions? Why
does the county counsel’s office say
that OPRA requests are not intended to
get answers to questions? Why is it so
hard to get a question answered? Why is
it that the agendas for freeholder meetings are not available to the public until
minutes or seconds before the meeting
starts? Why is it that if a resident asks to
view the county check register, they are
only shown one when two actually exist? Why does the county pay a monthly
retainer to a marketing firm and not
have a marketing plan available for public inspection? Why do three state legislators appear on the county payroll as
full time county employees? And when
are the freeholders going to take a serious position on pay-to-play in Union
County?
So many questions and too few answers coming forth from a board that
holds no one responsible or accountable for their actions, least of all themselves.
Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood
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Fanwood Recreation Lists
Calendar of Spring Courses
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Recreation Commission has revealed its
spring line-up of programs. With the
completion of the Forest Road Park
building, including a fully commercial kitchen, the commission was able
to expand its roster of programs and
classes for all ages. The offerings
include:
Videography for the Amateur:
George Weiss of Channel 35 will be
the instructor for three one-hour sessions on Wednesdays, March 15, 22
and 29, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the
Fanwood Community House. The
cost is $50 for all three sessions. The
course will cover improving one’s
videography skills, avoiding common
errors and basic editing.
Yoga for Beginners: A six-session
class for adults at Forest Road Park,
will be held on Mondays from 7 to 8
p.m. beginning March 13. The fee for
all six sessions is $50 and drop-ins
also can be accommodated.
Scrapbooking: This one-night
event will take place Wednesday,
March 29, from 7 to 9 p.m. at
LaGrande Park. Participants are asked
to bring their photos in a bag to be
sorted and organized during the program. The $25 fee includes a mini
sort box that holds 600 photographs
and a photo labeling pencil.
Scrapbooking Workshop: This
ongoing workshop, featuring Creative
Memories workshop tools, is for all
current scrapbookers or anyone who
wants to begin. Each week there will
be a “Crop Talk” presentation on techniques. Five sessions will be held
starting Tuesday, April 18, from 7 to
9 p.m. at Forest Road Park. The fee is
$30 per student.
Introduction to Photography

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2004, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

Westfield . . . Great location (in the Gardens)
and walk to town and NYC transportation. 4
bedrooms and 4 full baths. Recent addition
includes spacious family room, master
bedroom, finished basement, multiple
updates and amenities.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

with Digital Cameras: In this sixsession course for ages 16 and up,
professional Herb Way will teach the
basics of photography and the use of
digital cameras. The sessions will
begin Wednesday, March 15, and take
place from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Forest
Road Park. The fee is $75.
Skin Care Workshop: Instructor
Tricia Gaglias, a board certified
esthetician and salon/spa owner, will
show women how to take care of their
skin and how to postpone the onset of
aging. This two-part program will be
offered Wednesdays, April 12 and 19,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at LaGrande Park.
The fee is $20 each session.
Knitting: Participants will learn
how to cast on, knit, purl, increase,
decrease and cast off stitches and have
the option to knit a sampler scarf. The
instructor will provide knitting needles
and yarn for the first class and a short
list of materials to purchase. The five
sessions, for ages 13 and up, will begin
Thursday, March 23, and take place
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at LaGrande Park.
There is a $50 fee.
Additionally, a four-lesson knitting course for children ages eight to
12 will begin Tuesday, March 21,
from 4 to 5 p.m. at LaGrande Park.
The instructor will provide knitting
needles and yarn for the first class
and a short list of materials to purchase. The fee is $40.
Comic Book Illustration: Individuals will learn how to illustrate
their own comic book from a former
Marvel Comic Books illustrator. This
five-session course, for ages 10 to
adult, will be held Mondays beginning March 20, from 4 to 5 p.m. at
LaGrande Park. The fee is $50.
Adult Ceramics: This six-session
course will begin Tuesday, March 7,
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Forest Road
Park. The cost is $60. Firing and
some supplies will be included.
In-person registration will be held
on Saturday, March 11, from 10 to
11:30 a.m. at LaGrande Park. For more
information, please call Fanwood Recreation at (908) 889-2080.

SP Resident Graduates
From Boston Univ.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Abigail Coxson was among
1,316 Boston University graduates in
January. She received a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Economics.

Turn of the Century Victorian

Offered at $1,158,000. Call (908) 301-0355

Weic he r t
Westfield . . . Renovated professional building
with 7 offices and over 3,750 square feet. Its
prime location (great neighborhood, block from
town and NYC train) and spacious lot (101' x
108') present unparalleled residential,
Weicrental
he r t
property, and development opportunities.

Offered at $1,130,000. Call (908) 389-1330

Weic he r t
Weichert

Vintage accents of yesteryear combine with today’s modern conveniences to create this impressive 7 Bedroom 3½ Bath Colonial Revival jewel. Original details include a grand entry foyer, 2
fireplaces, deep chestnut woodwork, back staircase and expansive windows. Recent improvements – Expanded eat-in Kitchen with a breakfast bar and Viking stove, custom oak woodwork,
updated baths, 2nd floor laundry room, 2 heating
systems,
Weic
he rrebuilt
t wraparound porch and garage.
A wonderful in-town location, only a short walk to Franklin and Roosevelt Schools and commuter
transportation, amplifies the prestige of this Westfield treasure. Offered for $1,450,000
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Weic he r t
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 5, 2006 – 1 to 4 PM
18 Trails End Court, Westfield

“Better Than New” Professionally decorated and landscaped, this 5
BR, 4.1 bath Center Hall Colonial boasts a sweeping two-story entry,
formal living room, elegant dining room with custom wallpaper, and
extensive moldings throughout. 25’ kitchen with granite counters and
center island, opens to a Country French family room with fireplace
and designer carpet. First floor great room, bedroom & bath. Lower
level media room, exercise room and steam shower. 12 rooms total,
invisible fencing, cul-de-sac location. June occupancy. $1,599,900

BETTY LYNCH

CELL: 908-419-5141

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

Open House: Sun. 3/5 12-4pm

Open House: Sun. 3/5 12-4pm

WESTFIELD . . . Exquisite brick Colonial on a cul-de-sac. This move-in condition four
bedroom, 2 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial also features a wonderful master bedroom
suite, new kitchen, huge finished basement, large family room with fireplace, formal
dining room, office and other amenities. Located between Manor Park Swim Club
and Sycamore Field, this wonderful opportunity is offered for $985,000. DIR: Central
to Sycamore 1st lt on Ripley 1st lt on Boynton #1003 (052000908)

WESTFIELD . . . Pristine and charming Colonial could be your dream come true.
This beautiful three bedroom home with glistening hardwood floors has been wellmaintained and updated including kitchen and bathroom, newer finished basement,
rear mudroom with exterior door to deck and fabulous fenced in backyard, newer
furnace, HWH, front steps & sidewalk, driveway with Belgian blocking, updated
200 AMP electric service and newer sewer/water line to street. It is located only a
short distance to town and the train, and down the street is a playground & town
pool. DIR: South Ave. to Hort St. #555 $519,900 (052000NEW)

weichert.com

Invite Kerry in,
and he’ll bring results!

Kerry McDevitt

bettlync@att.net
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

Weic he r t

Call For
More Information!

Broker / Sales Associate

908-233-5555

Weichert

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

Invite Nancy in,
and she’ll bring results!

Nancy Kronheimer
weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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SUMMER RENTAL

A King mattress set
new in plastic w/warranty
sell $215
(732) 259-6690

North Beach, LBI - Single Family,
4 Bedrooms, ocean side sundeck
& screened-in porch, garden,
100 ft to beach, $2900/wk in July,
$3200/wk
in
Aug.
Call
(908) 233-6751 after 6:00pm.

BEDROOM SET

7 pcs., Cherry sleigh bed, dresser/
mirror and 2 nite stands. New still
in box. Value $4000. sell $1550
Call (732) 259-6690
DINING ROOM

Beautiful double pedestal table, 8
chairs and Hutch/Buffet still in box.
List $2900 sell $1475.
Call (732) 259-6690

VACATION RENTAL

LBI Beach Haven, NJ
Oceanside 4 BR 2 BA Slps 8
A/C immaculate, oceanview
deck & cabana
wkly (570) 262-0781
!!!! NO REALTOR FEES !!!!
3 bdrm, 2 full baths, appl, f/place,
quiet street, near park, Washington school, 2,400 month + utls.
(908) 654-5207

New, 8 feet, 1 inch slate,
accessories, solid wood, leather
pockets, delivery & set-up avail.
Cost $4,200 sell for $1,495
Call (973) 902-8306

APT FOR RENT IN LINDEN

2 bedrm luxury apt in 2 family
quiet house, 2 bths, living rm,
dining rm, laundry rm, balcony.
Separate entrance, private
parking, 5 mins walk to train &
park. For 1 or 2 persons, no pets.
$1400 + 1-1/2 mos security.
(917) 930-3095 or (908) 862-1299

MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top
New in plastic w/warranty.
Can deliver.
Sell $165
Call (732) 259-6690
STARTING SOON!

OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

PILATES AND KICKBOXING
Classes &
Private Training
CUSTOM FITNESS STUDIOS
Mountainside, NJ
(908) 389-9600

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.
2400 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utlities, Internet,
Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

HOT TUB / SPA

Westfield-Northside center of town,
Beautiful, Landmark Building. 800
sq ft, 6 windows, corner property,
Furnished, includes all utilities,
Available immediately, per diem
or monthly. (908) 301-0301

SEEKING FULL-TIME NANNY

Nice family looking for F-T nanny
for 3 yr old. Must be legal w/
driver’s license & CPR cert.
Contact
(917)
572-8443
or ponypirate@hotmail.com

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
Theology Professor
To Speak at FUMC
WESTFIELD – On Thursday,
March 9, Voice of the Faithful of
Union County will present Dr. Gloria
Thomas, who will speak on “The
Freedom of the Children of God”
beginning at 7:30 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield.
Dr. Thomas will focus on the freedom to participate in the Eucharist
and how the coming critical shortage
of priests threatens that participation
within the Catholic Church.
A full professor of theology at
Marymount-Fordham University, she
will relate how Eucharist was celebrated in the early church before the
institution of formal ceremonies of
ordination to the priesthood. Dr. Thomas will further explore the belief
that other rights to freedom are currently threatened within the church.
The First United Methodist Church
is located at North Avenue (Route 28)
and East Broad Street. All are welcome. No registration or admission
fee is required, although donations
are appreciated. For further information, please access http://
www.votfnj.org.

HELP WANTED

CLEANING SERVICE

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

Honest lady to clean your
house, office or apartment.
Have references, transportation
& 15 years experience.
(908) 380-1721

TEACHER - ASSISTANT

Local Class A
Drivers
Home Everyday/Weekends.
NJ / PA trips
No touch / Hourly pay
Good Benefits
Must have 2 yrs. Exp.
Call
(800) 332-0263 Ext. 3

THINKING ABOUT GOING
INTO OR RETURNING TO
TEACHING? Unusual opportunity
as full time (8:00 am to 3:30 pm) or
part time (morning) Kindergarten
Assistant Teacher at a highly
regarded, small independent
Short Hills school, known for its
innovative curriculum. Qualities
desired include quick intelligence,
creativity, flexibility, resourcefulness, enthusiasm for hands-on
activities, ability to relate well to
five-and six-year olds. Send cover
letter
and
resume
to:
Paula Levin, Head of Lower
School, Far Brook School, 52
Great Hills Rd., Short Hills, NJ
07078; jfurchak@farbrook.org
Fax (973) 379-9237.
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HOUSE CLEANING

INTERIOR DECORATING

Houses, Offices and Apartments
Best references
More than 10 years of experience
Free estimates
Call Gladys (201) 759-7132

Spectacular & Affordable
Window Treatment
Interior Decorating
by professional designer.
Free consultation - Local references
(732) 726-0241

HOUSE CLEANING

CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

Do you need a good cleaning?
Just do not have time to do all
the heavy cleaning? Well, I have
your solution! Own car, good
references. Call Neide
(973) 277-5657 or (862) 849-3672

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance
repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !
~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish woman is looking for
more homes to clean.
Very good experience
and references.
Tel. (732) 952-3451

WALLPAPER INSTALLATION

RICHARD’S WALLPAPER
YOUR EXPERT FOR
WALLPAPER INSTALLATION
AND REMOVAL
(973) 467-2011

CHILDREN’S PARTY LEADER

OFFICE/STUDIO FOR RENT

Never used, still in wrapper,
factory warranty, 6 person
w/lounger, loaded,
delivery available
Cost $8000, Sell $3895
Call (973) 902-8306

CLASSIFIEDS
DRIVERS

HOUSE FOR RENT

POOL TABLE

Thursday, March 2, 2006

First Baptist Singles
Post March Meetings

TumbleJam, a local music center for
young children, is looking to hire two
(2) energetic people to lead birthday
parties at our location in Scotch Plains.
Requirements include musical
experience (either guitar or piano),
teaching or equivalent experience
with children, and reliability!
If you are interested in working
with children in a fun & flexible
environment, then call us today!
(908) 322-TJAM (8526)
HELP WANTED

WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married individuals are invited to join a singles group each
Sunday at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.
Meetings will take place March 5,
12, 19 and 26 at 9 a.m. Group members discuss issues related to single
living, while also having the opportunity to forge new friendships and
share experiences.
Coffee, cake and bagels are served,
and a $2 donation is requested. The
group is non-denominational and all
are welcome. Other activities include
winter movie nights, picnics and holiday get-togethers. For more information please call Lil at (908) 889-4751
or Ed at (908) 232-4159.

Medical Full-Time, experienced
in all aspects of front desk,
including knowledge of insurance.
Good phone and computer skills.
Fax resume (908) 964-7646
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Also
needed: copy editor. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:
editor@goleader.com.

Thinking of selling your home?
CALL ME TODAY FOR A
FREE MARKET CONSULTATION

“FOR THE SERVICE YOU EXPECT. . . AND DESERVE”
Raymond “Ray” Pardon
Sales Associate
Residential, Commercial & Investment
Properties – Sales & Rentals
Office: 908-322-4434 Ext 119
Cell: 908-370-7067
E-Mail: RGPNJ@comcast.net

ERA Suburb Realty Agency
1773 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, NJ

A Rare New Construction Offering!

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

315 Jefferson Avenue, Westfield NJ
4,250 square feet of majestic luxury on a picturesque Westfield street, with a tremendous
list of amenities and extensive attention to detail. It offers exquisite craftsmanship
throughout, from the gourmet kitchen, six bedrooms and four and one half custom
bathrooms, to the sun-drenched conservatory, and 3-car garage, this custom home
affords memorable living on a fully landscaped 140’ x125’ lot. Offered at $2,500,000.

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate
908-301-2036: Office Direct
908-233-7922: Fax

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555

CHARM ABOUNDS IN THIS
REMARKABLE WESTFIELD COLONIAL
Charming Westfield Colonial ideal for entertaining. Formal Dining Room and
Living Room with wood burning fireplace, sun filled Den, spacious & updated
Eat-in Kitchen, hardwood floors and new windows, Recroom and wine cellar in
basement, new deck overlooking rear yard. Walk to town and Wilson elementary
school.
Offered for $629,900.
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Home Health Aide Classes
To Commence on March 7
COUNTY – With the demand for
trained home health aide personnel
continuing to rise, Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella has
announced that the Union County
Division on Aging is seeking candidates to enroll in Home Health Aide
training classes.
In 1986, the Union County Division on Aging established the Union
County Home Care Consortium, a
partnership of non-profit and public
agencies to address the growing need
for in-home care for the elderly.
The consortium developed a home
health aide training program to attract, train and retain home health
aides to provide in-home services to
senior citizens and the disabled.

Miller-Cory to Feature
Maple Sugaring Event
WESTFIELD – The Reverend John
Mills of Fanwood will demonstrate
maple sugaring this Sunday, March
5, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
Maple sap will be collected in
wooden buckets from the old sugar
maple tree on the museum grounds.
Reverend Mills will show how handmade spiles are inserted into the maple
trees to allow sap to run. He will
explain how maple tree sap rises and
flows and how sugar and syrup are
made from the sap.
Members of the museum’s Cooking Committee will prepare seasonal
recipes over the open hearth, using
Colonial era methods. Taste treats
will be available to sample. Visitors
also are invited to stop by the
museum’s gift shop.
Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six. Upcoming
Sunday events include “The Art of
Quilling” on March 12; “Loo and
Other Colonial Games” on March 19
and “Tin Piercing” on March 26. For
more information, please call the
museum at (908) 232-1776.

Classes will be held Tuesday, March
7, through Friday, April 7, from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. They will take place
Tuesdays through Fridays at SAGE
Eldercare, located at 290 Broad Street
in Summit.
The $75 registration fee includes the
cost of a textbook and workbook. There
also is a $70 application fee payable to
the New Jersey State Board of Nursing.
A required passport type photograph
must be attached to the application.
Eligible candidates must be age 18
or older, United States citizens or
qualified aliens, able to read, write
and speak English proficiently and
who are physically able to assist the
elderly in activities of daily living.
Those interested in the Home Health
Aide training classes are asked to call
Donna Farrell of the Union County
Division on Aging at (908) 527-4858.

Human Trafficking
Topic of Kean Seminar
UNION – The issue of human trafficking is the subject of a seminar by
OCA-New Jersey in the University
Center at Kean University this Saturday, March 4.
Approximately 18,000 to 20,000
people are trafficked into the United
States every year for labor and sexual
exploitations, according to OCA, a
national organization dedicated to
advancing the social, political and
economic well being of Asian Pacific
Americans in the United States.
The seminar will focus on “What is
human trafficking?,” “Who are the
traffickers and victims?,” victim identification training, introduction to the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act,
and a case study of commercial sex
networks in New Jersey.
Kean University is located at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union. Registration will be at 9:30 a.m. The program
will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and breakfast and lunch will be included. Reservations should be confirmed e-mailing nj_oca@yahoo.com
or calling (201) 724-3335.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

Scotch Plains Recreation
Department Events Calendar
by: Allison Halperin
ahalperin@scotchplainsnj.com
(908) 322-6700 ext. 221

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ENJOYING THE WRESTLING TOURNAMENT…The Westfield High School
gym was filled with enthusiastic fans during the District 11 wrestling tournament
on February 24 and 25.

Asm. Jon Bramnick Presents
Resolution Honoring Anne Frank
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and
Assemblyman Francis Bodine, RBurlington, are the prime sponsors of
Assembly Joint Resolution 75, which
honors and reflects upon the life of
Anne Frank in commemoration of
the 60th anniversary of her death in
the Holocaust.
The resolution states: “The inspirational diary of Anne Frank provided a glimpse into the heart and
mind of a young Jewish girl as she
experienced the Holocaust, and
through her words, millions of people
around the world have gained an
even more profound understanding
and appreciation for the millions of
lives lost during the Holocaust.”
Assembly Joint Resolution 75 has

Olson Graduates East
Stroudsburg University
WESTFIELD – Robin Olson, the
daughter of J. Warner Olson of
Westfield, graduated from East
Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania on December 17, 2005.
Robin earned a Bachelor of Science degree and earned Cum Laude
honors with specialization in Earth
and Space Science.

been passed through the Assembly
Education Committee and is slated to
be placed on the floor of the General
Assembly for a vote.
Assemblyman Bramnick presented
this resolution to Shana Dowdeswell,
the actress who portrays Anne Frank,
at the Paper Mill Playhouse’s February 22 performance of “The Diary of
Anne Frank.”

CSH Marks Valentine’s
Day with Pancakes
FANWOOD – Children’s Specialized Hospital’s “A Special Place”
Child Care Center in Fanwood celebrated Valentine’s Day with their
annual Pancake Breakfast.
Pam Radel, child care manager,
began flipping pancakes at 7 a.m. to
ensure that all of the parents, along
with their children, could enjoy a
pancake breakfast together.
“A Special Place” is a quality
childcare center provided by
Children’s Specialized Hospital and is
open to children of hospital employees, children from the surrounding
community and children with developmental delays who are enrolled in
the hospital’s Early Intervention Program or Pre-School Program.

Girls Softball League (3rd to 8th
grades). This is a basic instructional
league based on teaching skills and
drills in a non-competitive format.
Teams will be formed and practices
and games will be played on township ballfields twice a week. Leagues
will depend upon registration numbers. Parent volunteers are needed to
coach. Umpires are w anted. Please
no requests for team placement. The
season runs from April 15 to June 10.
Registration runs until March 16 and
costs $65.
Senior Aerobics. Session 1 will be
held March 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 23.
Classes are held Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the
Towne House in Green Forest Park.
Class size is limited. The fee is $5
for residents and $10 for non-residents.
Line Dancing. Sandy and Lou
Smehil teach this class. The line
dance class will now take place on
Mondays from 10 to 11 a.m.

Classes are at the Towne House in
Green Forest Park and run through
March 27. Fees are $15 for residents and $20 for non-residents.
Adult Self Defense taught by Sensei
Alan. Learn basic self-defense techniques in this class. A minimum of
10 people are needed for the class.
Classes are on Tuesdays from 6 to 7
p.m. through March 28 at the Towne
House. Registration is $50.
Jazzercize. There is a special offer
of eight weeks for $88 and morning
classes are now offered. Each 60minute class offers a blend of jazz
dance and exercise science choreographed to today’s hottest music, including Top 40, jazz, country, funk
and classics. Classes are available:
Mondays at 9:30-10:30 a.m. and 7-8
p.m.,
Tuesdays from 7-8 p.m.,
Wednesdays from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
and 6-7 p.m., Thursdays from 7-8
p.m. , Saturdays from 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Please register with Bernadette at
Scotch Hills.

Recent Home Sales
James A. and Stacie L. Christy to
Matthew and Rebecca Myklusch, 42
Doris Parkway, $505,000.
Todd W. Manning and Caroline M.
Barna Manning to Dean and Vanessa
Oligino, 1435 Boynton Avenue,
$610,000.
Riachard M. and Shelagh Monihan
to Dean J. Amorette Farella, 445
Mountain Avenue, $624,900.
Dorothy Sutton to Primavera
Parkview, LLC, 801 Grant Avenue,
$500,000.
Lerner, David, Littenberg &
Samuel Associates to The Stop &
Shop Supermarket Company, LLC,
195 Elm Street, $1,950,000.
Joel Sunbear and Melody Joy
Sunbear to Bella Properties, LLC,
731 Harding Street, $618,000.
K & J Niemczk, A NJ Partnership

Goods & Services You Need!

to Yair Fussman, 229 Myrtle Avenue,
$582,500.
Jean Genievich to Beth and Thomas A. Mellina, 710 Dartmoor,
$1,800,000.
Joseph J. and Pamela Clement to
Glen P. Matt, 1068 Seward Avenue,
$653,000.
Phyllis K. O’Connor and Carol Dee
Zeitounian to Stanley A. and Eileen
Zadrozny, 858 Boulevard, $899,000.
Spencer W. T. Smith and Melissa F.
Simon to Eric J. and Tracy A.
Mantone, 1034 Central Avenue,
$630,000.
Lawrence F. and Mary Jo Burnett,
II to Alan C. Dente, 117 Hardwick
Avenue, $365,000.
Bernadette A. Nelson to Shanaaz
Coelho, 600 Kensington Drive,
$465,000.

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

ABS Drywall
~Air Conditioning
~Alignment
~Batteries
~Brakes
~Computer Diagnostic
~Electrical
~Engine Repairs
~Lube & Oil Change
~Collision Repair

• Sheet Rock
• Spackling
• Light Framing
• Drop Ceiling
• Metal Stud Framing

~Exhaust
~Cooling System
~Suspension
~Tires
~Towing
~Transmission
~Tune-Up
~Windshield Chip Repair
~Glass Replacement

973-818-1366

Direct Billing To Insurance Companies, Warranty, GSA & National Fleets

“Big Enough to Cope,
Small Enough to Care”
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

(908) 418 2611

Crystal Clear

HEATING

Aquarium &
Pond Services

Scott Seib
Plumbing &Heating, Inc.

Pet Sitting

You’ll Love Coming Home To a Clean House

Serving Westfield & vicinity for 24 years

Animals, Reptiles, Birds
Home Or Office

We provide “top to bottom” thorough cleaning
Free in-home consultation and customized estimates
We offer weekly, alternate weekly, monthly or occasional service

Specializing in replacing,
rebuilding & repairing steam
& hot water heating systems.

Pet Consultation

908-322-9989

Lic. #6548
908-654-1818

908-245-3650
ROMAN
Home
Improvements

All Types of Carpentry

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

We are fully bonded & insured

www.mollymaid.com

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

Interior & Exterior Painting
Wall Papering
Wood Staining
Power Washing

908-249-2573
Competitive Pricing – 10% off any job
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

The thought this go-round was to
apply the punishment of handicapping Oscars where it might do some
good. Hence, the decision to roundup numerous lawbreakers and charging them with the onerous chore of
portending who will walk off with the
golden statuettes come this Sunday
evening, March 5. Call these undesirables the Road Rats.
The rats come from every economic
background, in all shapes, sizes, genders, ethnicities and ages. About the
only thing they have in common is
that they drive on our public
roads…poorly. This year’s Offenders for the Oscars and their picks for
the upcoming Academy Awards are
as follows:
Chosen to pick Best Song is Porter
Antisocial of Glens Falls, N.Y., one
of the more scurrilous of Road Rats
because he knows his transgression
and practically revels in it. He’s always in a hurry. He’s more important
than us, you know. In fact, he’s convinced he’s entitled to pass on the
right, no matter what calamity it may
cause. Given his druthers, he’d rather
pass on the right than on the left. His
choice to win Best Song: “In the
Deep,” from Crash.
Picking Best Foreign Language
Film is Mr. Clueless Clyde of Vinegar
Bend, Ala. Whether Clueless knows
it or not, he’s a cousin of Porter Antisocial. But his wrongful, catastrophe-causing proclivity has to do with
the left lane. His choice to win Best
Foreign Language Film: Tsotsi, from
South Africa
Next on our list, assigned to choose
who will walk away with Best Director honors, is Swoozie Hunsucker of
Shaker Heights, Ohio. Road Rat
Swooz believes true status means
getting to that charity event or rushing to pick the kids up from soccer
practice by going 50 mph on residential streets while talking on a cell
phone, maybe even smoking and
drinking a latte, too. Her choice for
Best Director: George Clooney for
Good Night, and Good Luck.
Selected to decide who’ll win Best
Supporting Actress, causing more
traffic-related fatalities than any of

Artists’ Showcase Set
At Library on Sunday
MOUNTAINSIDE – The first annual Artists’ Showcase, sponsored by
the Friends of the Mountainside Public Library, will be held on Sunday,
March 5, from noon to 4 p.m. at the
library at Constitution Plaza.
Attendees will be able to view and
purchase works created by local artists in a relaxed environment. All the
works are described as “original, oneof-a-kind pieces” and will include
oils, acrylics, watercolors, photography, sculpture and mixed media,
among other categories.
Artists from a three-county area,
including Union, Essex and
Middlesex Counties, will be represented. Admission will be free, ample
parking available and refreshments
will be served.
A highlight of the event is expected
to be a silent auction featuring fine art
works donated by the participating
artists. For more information, please
call the library at (908) 233-0115.

John Russell’s Artwork
Featured At Art Expo
WESTFIELD – Artexpo, one of
the most comprehensive events of its
kind for both art industry professionals and consumers, will feature the
works of John Russell during its 2006
show being held at the Jacob Javits
Convention Center in New York City
from March 2 to 6.
In Booth 221, Mr. Russell will display to the anticipated 40,000 attendees his collection, which features detailed, realistic ink drawing of people,
pets, events and buildings of architectural or historical interest.
Mr. Russell’s sketches are featured
on the covers of the 26th (1998) and
28th (2000) annual editions of This Is
Westfield, published by The Westfield
Leader.
For more information about
Artexpo, including artists, special
events, seminars and travel for the
event, visit www.artexpos.com. Mr
Russell may be contacted directly at
(908) 232-2626.

the aforementioned Road Rats, is
Vince Flagrant of Lanesville, N.Y.
Vince is of the firm opinion that solid
double lines are meant to be crossed,
especially if they’re what separate
him and his favorite strip malls. Four
lanes, six lanes, it doesn’t matter. His
pick for Best Supporting Actress:
Rachel Weisz in The Constant Gardener.
Getting the honor of choosing Best
Supporting Actor is Johnny Deranged
of Welcome, W Va. What puts Johnny
among this esteemed crew is his tailgating. “What? Stay ten feet back for
each ten miles per hour?” queries Mr.
Deranged. His selection for Best Supporting Actor: Paul Giamatti in
Cinderella Man.
Drawing the slip that said Best Actor
was Honey Dontecare of Patterson.
Honey’s true forte is exiting a highway to the right, all the way from the
left lane. Opportunities to exit left, all
the way from the right lane, come less
often. Her choice for Best Actor:
Philip Seymour Hoffman for Capote.
Next up is Dave Dispensation of
Little Falls, N.H. Dave is prognosticating this year’s winner for Best
Actress. He can’t find the certificate
from King James, but it specifically
grants him the right to use the shoulder as his own private lane. Dave’s
pick for Best Actress: Reese
Witherspoon for Walk the Line.
Last among the major categories of
Road Rats, picking this year’s Academy Award for Best Motion Picture,
is Harlan T. Frustration. On first blush,
we might be inclined to feel sorry for
Harlan. Fact is, he’s afflicted…a victim of that national scourge known as
Road Rage. His choice for Best Picture: Brokeback Mountain.
Other winners selected by various
and sundry Road Rats are as follows:
Best Animated Feature- Wallace and
Gromit in the Curse of the WereRabbit; Best Art Direction- Good
Night, and Good Luck; Best Cinematography- The New World; Best Costume Design- Mrs. Henderson; Best
Documentary -March of the Penguins;
Best Documentary Short Subject- The
Death of Kevin Carter: Casualty of
the Bang Bang Club; Best EditingCrash; Best Makeup- Cinderella
Man; Best Original Score- John Williams for Munich; Best Animated
Short Film- The Moon and the Son:
An Imagined Conversation; Best Live
Action Short Film- Cashback; Best
Sound Editing- War of the Worlds;
Best Sound Mixing-Walk the Line;
Best Visual Effects- King Kong; Best
Adapted Screenplay- Larry
McMurtry and Diana Ossana for
Brokeback Mountain, and Best Original Screenplay-George Clooney and
Grant Heslov for Good Night, and
Good Luck.
Enjoy rooting for those who you
think should be the winners March 5.
And if you’re driving to watch the
show at a friend’s house, be careful.

Art Month Honors
County Students
AREA – Artwork from various
schools in Union County is being
showcased for the Art Educators of
NJ’s (AENJ) Youth Art Month, an
annual observance each March in New
Jersey to emphasize the value of art
education for all children and to encourage support for quality school art
programs.
Union County’s Youth Art Month
exhibit will be held at IKEA Elizabeth on Ikea Drive in Elizabeth from
March 1 through April 4. A reception
is also planned for Wednesday, March
1 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. for all participating artists and their families,
friends and art teachers. Artwork from
students in grades K-12 will be on
display, and each student artist will
receive awards.
Youth Art Month celebrates the
state’s talented youngsters and provides a forum for acknowledging
skills fostered through experience in
the visual arts that are not possible in
other subjects offered in the curriculum.
Visitors to the IKEA Youth Art
Month Exhibit will see a variety of
media used by the artists, such as
pastels, acrylic paints and pencil.
Three-dimensional projects, drawings,
paintings, prints and photographs will
be exhibited to showcase the art programs throughout Union County.
All artwork can also be seen at
www.artsonia.com/unioncounty1.

OUR HOUSE…Ted and Kitty Schlosberg are featured with the dollhouse
donated by Little Treasures for the silent auction held at Shackamaxon Country
Club on Sunday. Dr. Schlosberg has been the executive director of the New Jersey
Workshop For The Arts for 35 years.
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Levin’s Murder Mystery
Deathtrap Opens March 4

Picking Oscars as Penance
A Punishment for Road Rats
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thursday, March 2, 2006

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRIMP MY RIDE…Michael Miller of Headturners Salon turns Kim Moriak into
a Mountainside model mom.

MS Model Moms ‘Runway’
With Money for Kids
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — This year
will mark the 20th anniversary of the
Mountainside PTA’s annual fashion
show and gift-basket raffle. The proceeds from the show will pay for
children’s enrichment programs, class
trips and assemblies across all grade
levels in the pre-K to eight district.
Originally the brainchild of Judi
Segall, who at the time had two small
children at the Deerfield school where
she now teaches, the show is often
referred to as the borough’s ‘social
event of the season.’
Mrs. Segall told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times, “I never dreamed
this annual event would have maintained its position as the greatest
fundraiser on record. And I really,
had no idea of what I was getting
myself into.”
Mrs. Segall chaired the committee
for two years; the first year, the fashion show was held in a Short Hills
department store restaurant with professional models taking the stage.
Next Thursday evening, 450
women will sit down for dinner and
none will have to cook. And the only
cleaning up they’ll be doing afterwards will be in the form of taking
home some really nice gifts. But that’s
just half of the fun. They’ll also enjoy
seeing their friends turned into models, some of whom are teachers from
the district, as they take on the catwalk at L’Affaire Restaurant, decked
out in fashions by the GAP of
Westfield.
The models will look good head to
toe thanks to Michael Miller of
Headturners salon, a father of two in
the school system. Dana Kline of
Party Designs will once again donate
her talents, artfully displaying the
raffle items in beautifully wrapped
gift baskets. In past years, the plethora
of prizes, all of which are donated by
members of the community and local
merchants, have been known to take
over several suburban living rooms.
Fortunately, Lackland Storage has
donated space in which to house the

Center for Hope
Hospice Holds Auction
CLARK – The Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care and Honorary Chairman Michael Lapolla have
invited the public to an “art bouquet.”
An Art Exhibition and Auction is to
be held at the Gran Centurions at 440
Madison Hill Road in Clark on Sunday, April 2.
The art can be previewed from 4
p.m. on, and the auction will commence at 5 p.m. The cost is $25 per
person, which includes an open bar,
hors d’oeuvres and hourly door prizes.
Visitors can purchase original
works of art, which are framed to
enhance an office or home. All are
reasonably priced.
Support for this fundraiser will
enable the Center for Hope to continue to provide terminally ill patients with natural, humane care
known as hospice and their families
or loved ones with physical, emotional and spiritual support during
their time of need.
Reservations are requested by
March 24. Call Helga Thomas at (908)
889-6287.

Town Book Store
Hosts Meet and Greets
WESTFIELD – To get ready for
spring, The Town Book Store of
Westfield is hosting two very different Meet and Greet book signings.
On Saturday, March 11, from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m., Bob Klein and Paul Larsen
will be in the store to promote new
book “Elvis: Born to Rockale.”
This is the first book to focus on a
single Elvis concert (1975 afternoon
show at Nassau Coliseum) and has
garnered reviews worldwide. A photo
archivist, Mr. Klein has had works
published in many publications and
has one of the top five Elvis collections in the world. Mr. Larsen, a Scotch
Plains schoolteacher who attended
the concert, wrote the book’s forward.
Then, from 2 to 4 p.m., New Jersey
author Judith Caseley will be in the
store to promote her new picture book,
“In Style with Grandma Antoinette.”
Anyone unable to attend these
events may call and reserve an
autographed copy at (908) 233-3535.

goods for the PTA up until the night
of the show.
“Luck Be a Lady” is this year’s
theme for the gala event, and as in the
past, tickets sold out in record time.
To add to the element of surprise,
grand prizes are kept secret until the
guests arrive. Past year’s contributions have included fine jewelry from
the Trimarco family, Airline tickets
from Continental arranged by the
Kutsop family, handmade furniture
by Charles Pijanowski of Charles
Contracting and countless tickets to
sporting events and Broadway shows
from the Winter family.
Pulling together an undertaking of
this enormity is no easy task. Mrs. Jo
Vargo, who has been chairing the
annual event for the past four years,
told The Leader and the Times, “We
have a committee of 20 volunteers
that solicit local merchants and families for donations, and we put together a really nice program listing
all our contributors. And then there is
the job of getting a store to donate
clothes for the evening, which is not
as easy as it sounds.
“We are very happy to have the
GAP provide the fashions for this
year’s show. We’ve also had great
support from other Westfield boutiques such as Chico’s, Anais and
Sole in prior years. Setting up, decorating, ticket sales and seating arrangements are coordinated entirely
by the volunteers. New moms to the
area sometimes aren’t sure if they
should go because they might not
know anyone. We arrange seating in
those cases by grade level so moms
with children of the same age can get
to know one another. We also get
groups of the same gals who buy
tables of 10 every year. In all, it’s very
much a combining of talents, and we
manage to pull it off quite well, year
after year.”
Donna McAdam, who now lives in
Basking Ridge, chaired the fundraiser
for 14 consecutive years. Recounting
some of the more memorable moments,
Mrs. McAdam remarked, “The event is
so popular that one year I had several
people dropping off really expensive
baskets to my house in hopes I could get
them in, even though the show was sold
out. I did the best I could and, if there
was a cancellation, I got them in. But
what really made it work was the volunteers. I always had a wonderful group
of ladies who worked very hard, and I
could never take credit for the show. It
was everyone working together and
just enjoying being with people who
you would not ever get a chance to meet
if you hadn’t volunteered for the fashion show committee.”
And the best part? No one walks out
empty handed. There are goodie bags
for everyone. Mrs. Vargo added,
“They’re all different. As you can imagine, finding someone to donate 450 of
anything can be next to impossible.
Realtors in town donate magnets, accounting firms donate pens and pads,
and we have one faithful supporter
who we can always count on for enough
Lipton tea bags to fill every goodie
bag. Large pharmaceutical companies
have also been big proponents over the
years contributing products such as lip
balm or sun block. And Tylenol or
Motrin –which really comes in handy
after its all over.”
Rest assured–on March 9 – way
past everyone’s bedtime, the committee will call it a wrap, and in the
end, as usual, it will be the kids who
end up the biggest winners. Bravo!

Green Dance Held
Sunday, March 12
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, March
12, the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the Department of Parks,
Recreation and Facilities will host the
10th annual St. Patrick’s Day “Green
Dance” for people with disabilities.
The event will be held at the Westfield
Community Room, located in the
Westfield Municipal Building on Easy
Broad Street, from 3 to 5 p.m. Snacks,
refreshments and DJ entertainment by
Golden Note Entertainment Inc. will
be provided. Pre-registration is required.
The “Green Dance” theme is a St.
Patrick’s Day celebration, so participants are urged to wear green.
To be put on the mailing list and to
receive information about programs
for people with disabilities, call
Sharon Gentile, program coordinator
for the Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities, at
(908) 527-4806 or (908) 527-4900.

WESTFIELD –Director John
Correll of Winfield Park has his cast in
final rehearsals for the 8 p.m. Saturday, March 4 opening of Ira Levin’s
suspense-filled mystery Deathtrap at
Westfield Community Players (WCP),
1000 North Avenue, West in Westfield.
Other show dates are Friday and
Saturday evenings, March 11, 17 and
18, with all reserved seats at $15
available from the box office at (908)
232-1221. WCP membership cards
will not be honored for the benefit
performance on Friday, March 10.
A one-time darling of Broadway,
playwright Sidney Bruhl desperately
needs a hit. He finds it in a play
submitted by a writing class student.
To get the script and a hit show, Sidney
and his wife scheme to murder the
author by luring him to their home
with an offer to help polish the script
for producers. When author Clifford

Anderson takes Sidney up on his offer, the scheme unravels – or is it a
double cross?
John Correll directs his wife and
frequent co-star Linda Correll as Myra
Bruhl while Larry Shagawat of Clifton
plays Sidney. Shaka Malik of
Montclair is author Clifford Anderson, while Stow Lovejoy of Summit
is lawyer Porter Milgrim and Irene
Moses of West Orange is nosey neighbor and sometime-psychic Helga Ten
Dorp. Lynne Lampariello of Springfield is the stage manager, and Bob
Murray the lighting designer.
WCP has reserved seating, so make
a preference known when calling the
box office for seats at (908) 232-1221
and remember that all non-member
tickets must be prepaid. Opening night
patrons are invited to stay for light
refreshments with the cast and crew
after the curtain rings down.

Operatic Couple Take Part
In LOC’s La Boheme
WESTFIELD – In 2000, Scotch
Plains residents Juan andValerie Pineda,
co-founders of the Little Opera Company (LOC) of New Jersey, established
several goals for their new organization. Among them were to give community singers an opportunity to work
side-by-side with professional artists
and to create new audience members
and artists for the future of opera.

Musical Club Offers
A Musical Bouquet
WESTFIELD – The March performance of the Musical Club of Westfield
will be held on Wednesday, March 8,
at 8 p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm Street, Westfield. A mixed
bouquet of music will be offered, including music for soprano, tenor, organ and piano four hands, with composers from four centuries represented.
Chairman for the program is Barbara Krause. The performance is free
and open to the public. Refreshments
will be served after the program to
give those in attendance the opportunity to meet the performers.
For information about membership
in the Musical Club of Westfield, call
(908) 232-2173.

Tiger, Gash Read
Poetry in Fanwood
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts
Council and the Carriage House Poetry Series are hosting a free poetry
reading featuring Sondra Gash and
Madeline Tiger on Thursday, March
9, at 8 p.m., at the Kuran Arts Center
on Watson Road, off Martine Avenue,
adjacent to Fanwood Borough Hall.
Admission is free. An open reading
will follow the featured readers, and
guests are invited to bring a poem or
two of their own to read. For additional information, call Fanwood Arts
Council co-directors Adele Kenny at
(908) 889-7223, and Tom Plante at
(908) 889-5298.

New Column: Home
And Garden Inquiries
Remodeling your kitchen or bath
and unsure what countertop surface
to choose? Wish you could give
your property more curb appeal but
unsure how to begin? Submit your
home & garden questions, and The
Leader-Times, along with our local
experts, will provide answers in an
upcoming new column. Send questions to cstorms@goleader.com
~Christie Storms

Sadie Dawkins Rosales and tenor
Pedro Armando Rosales, who met
while performing at a church in New
York City’s upper east side, auditioned for the roles of Musetta and
Rodolfo respectively in LOC’s current production of La Boheme.
When asked why she decided to
pursue a career in singing, Ms. Rosales
replied, “I fell in love with opera at a
very young age from listening to it on
the radio on NPR. We also have an
opera company in Montana, where I
grew up, and we had the highest caliber of singers come once a year and
sing two performances of the most
popular operas. I went to every performance, and I was a lost cause.
When I was just out of conservatory,
I sang my first Musetta with that
company, which was thrilling.”
Ms. Rosales’ husband of four years,
Pedro, better known as Pete, said, “I
sang jazz and blues and Cuban music
at a very young age. When I was 16,
my voice teacher at the time suggested that I should perhaps sing opera. He played several examples,
which didn’t really interest me at
first. But then he took me to see La
Boheme, which I immediately related
to in regard to the situation of the
characters in their cold little apartment. And, of course, I fell in love
with the music. From hearing La
Boheme for the first time, I was inspired to explore not only opera, but
the entire canon of classical music.”
One aspect that drew the operatic
couple to the LOC was the fact that
this performance group draws a large
number of teenagers and younger
children to be part of the cast. “Any
chance for a community to be involved in opera is absolutely wonderful,” said Ms. Rosales. “I spent my
whole childhood in community theater and music performances and received invaluable training for performing that I still use to this day.”
Mr. Rosales conveyed, “When I
was a child, my father told me to
never close my mind to any kind of
music. Opera is a part of our artistic
heritage, the same way that the works
of Michelangelo or Shakespeare form
our culture.”
One can see the enthusiasm of this
duo on stage when they perform in the
LOC production of La Boheme on Saturday, March 4 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 5, at 3 p.m. at the Roy Smith
Theater at Union County College in
Cranford. Tickets are $30 for adults,
$25 for seniors and $15 for students.
Phone (908) 789-9696 for more information or visit the NJWA office at 150152 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Fanwood’s Jeanne Smith
Exhibits Pastel Landscape
FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains
and Fanwood Arts Association will
feature Fanwood artist Jeanne Smith
as its guest demonstrator at
the Wednesday, March 15 general
meeting in the Fanwood Community
Center on North Avenue.
The artist will demonstrate pastel
landscape painting working from her
own photographs; Ms. Smith will
show how to transform a snapshot
into a dynamic work of art. Ms.
Smith’s landscapes of southern France
were recently featured in a solo show,
“Provence Pastels,” at the Westfield
Art Gallery, a division of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts. Smith
studied in Nice, France, and returns
often to visit family and nurture a
lifelong love of Mediterranean light
and color.
Ms. Smith recently completed three
portraits for the Women’s Memorial

at Arlington National Cemetery,
“Faces of the Fallen,” a project memorializing soldiers killed in Iraq and
Afghanistan. She earned a Ph.D. in
English Literature and published a
book on folklore in contemporary
novels, “Writing Tricksters,” before
turning her attention to art full time in
2003.
Winner of several awards, including a 2005 Westfield Art Association
“Award of Excellence” and the 2005
NJCVA Portraiture Award, she has
studied art at Georgetown University
and locally at the duCret School, the
Somerset Art Association and the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey. A
member of the Pastel Society of
America, Ms. Smith teaches private
classes in pastel and watercolor, and
she paints commissioned portraits.
For more information, contact Tom
Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

SUPERSTAR…Mary Magdalene (Chloe Zeitounian) comforts Jesus (Nick Williams) in the Westfield High School spring musical Jesus Christ Superstar opening
today, March 2, and running Friday and Saturday at the Westfield High School
auditorium, 550 Dorian Road. Tickets are reserved seating for all performances
and may be purchased at the door.
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Get Outta’
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Andrew Bellisari Demonstrates
How To Succeed In Dramatics
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TWO LORDS AND A LADY…Hope Weinstein, as Aunt Betty, center, along with
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and former Fanwood Mayors Lou Jung in
uniform as Lords Howe and Cornwallis pose at the Frazee House.

Rotary Club Screens Film
For Historic Restoration
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Aunt Betty
Frazee was a woman who wasn’t
afraid to speak her mind. Legend has
it that she didn’t speak too kindly to
General Lord Charles Cornwallis and
General William Howe when they
stopped by her house during the Battle
of Short Hills to request some of her
freshly baked bread
Now, nearly 230 years after that
momentous visit, efforts are underway to restore the Scotch Plains
heroine’s farmhouse, which sits on
six acres of land where Raritan Avenue meets Terrill Road. The farmhouse will be turned into a museum
and community meeting center.
The Fanwood–Scotch Plains Rotary Club, in recognition of its centennial year, has undertaken the restoration. To publicize the project, on
February 3 and February 4, the Rotary Club presented a film entitled
Two Lords and a Lady: The Aunt
Betty Frazee House Story at the
Fanwood Memorial Library and the
Scotch Plains Library, respectively.
The movie provides historical background about Scotch Plains and its
citizens around the time of the Revolutionary War. The highlight of the
film is the recreation of Generals
Cornwallis and Howe requesting the
bread from Aunt Betty.
Hope Weinstein of Springfield
plays Aunt Betty Frazier. Former
Fanwood Mayor Lou Jung portrays
General Howe and Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks plays General
Cornwallis.
Ms. Weinstein was selected to play
the part of Aunt Betty over four other
candidates, all of whom took part in a
“Search for Aunt Betty Contest” in
March 2005.
John Fazio of Pennsylvania directs

Two Lords and a Lady. Volunteers
performed all aspects of production.
Some scenes were filmed at the
Miller-Cory House in Westfield, while
others were filmed at the Watchung
Reservation.
A third showing of the documentary is scheduled for Wednesday,
March 15, at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
Community Theatre, located at 1000
North Avenue West in Westfield.
Admission to the event is free, but
the Rotary Club will gladly accept
donations to help restore the Frazee
House. Checks may be made payable
to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House Committee, P. O. Box
426, Fanwood.
For more information about the
restoration of the historic Frazee
house or the upcoming presentation
of Two Lords and a Lady, contact
Frazeehouse@hotmail.com or Pat
Plante at 908-233-2162.

Symphony Presents
Pianist Johnson
PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield
Symphony and Sabin Pautza, music
director, present artist-in-residence
pianist Christopher Johnson in recital on Sunday, March 5 at 4 p.m. at
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church on corner of 7th and Watchung
Avenues in Plainfield.
This performance is the rescheduled date following the snowstorm
that cancelled the original Sunday,
February 12 recital.
The concert will feature works by
Lizst, Mozart, Chopin and Brahms.
Tickets are available at the door for
between $25 and $45. Seniors and
student tickets are $15.
For more information, call (732)
561-5140
or
visit
www.plainfieldsymphony.org.

WESTFIELD – There’s nothing
nicer than seeing talent blossom over
the years, and this is the fourth year
audiences have witnessed a talented
young Scotch Plains resident named
Andrew Bellisari perform in his high
school productions at The WardlawHartridge School, an independent
school in Edison, where he is in his
senior year.
He’s staring in How to Succeed in
Business Without Really Trying at the
Inman Avenue campus on March 2, 3
and 4.
In it he plays J. Pierpont Finch, a
young upstart who maneuvers his way
to the top of the World Wide Wicket
Company from a lowly window
washer to the top of the company by
following the directions in a paperback manual that reveal key points to
assured business acumen.
Four years ago, as a gawky, skinny
freshman with a mouthful of braces,
Andrew was a standout in the school’s
musical, The Fantasticks, playing
Henry, a desiccated Shakespearean
actor. Dressed in baggy-kneed long
johns, Andrew’s body language,
voice, mannerisms and entire being
took on the character of an octogenarian.
“I have two grandfathers who were
the models for me in how I play older
characters,” said the “lifer,” the name
given to students who have spent their
entire academic career at the small,
independent school.
Although he seems to be a natural
at comedy, he has definite ideas
about playing comedy or straight
drama. “Oh, I think it is much more
difficult to do drama,” he explained.
“Sure, it’s a thrill to have the audience erupt in laughter when you are
doing comedy — I enjoy it — but if
you can pull off an everyday person, that’s what measures a good
actor.”
This “good actor” has had his turn
at playing both comedy and dramatic
roles at the school. He played Axel
McGee, the bumbling son of an
American Ambassador in Woody
Allen’s Don’t Drink the Water, Paul
Barringer, an insensitive English
teacher in Up the Down Staircase,
Joe, a retired American worker in last
year’s musical Working, a lead in The
Complete Works of William
Shakespeare (Abridged) presented in

Ani Kavafian Carter Brey
and Friends
Sheryl Staples, violin
Cynthia Phelps, viola
Charles Neidich, clarinet

Catherine Cho, violin
Carol Wincenc, flute
Nancy Allen, harp

“LET’S SPEAK FRENCH”
IBERT: Two Interludes
DEBUSSY: Trio for Flute, Viola & Harp
RAVEL: Introduction & Allegro
RAVEL: String Quartet

SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 2006

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINDOW WASHER MAKES GOOD...Scotch Plains resident Andrew Bellisari,
in the role of J. Pierpont Finch, gets comfortable in his new office at the World
Wide Wickett Company. As the lead in the musical, How to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying, this will be the senior’s final show at Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison to be presented on March 2-4 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $10 and may
be purchased at the door.

the fall and now the lead role in the
upcoming musical.
As far as his musical abilities, Andrew doesn’t feel that’s his forte. “I
only had voice training in a class in
my freshman year,” he said.
“When I auditioned for Succeed,
he continued, “I really wasn’t prepared to sing anything great. In fact,
I went in and sang the French National Anthem.”
“So when I saw my name listed for
Monty,” he said, “I only had one
question: why?” He talked to one of

the three music teachers who auditioned him and was told that his singing voice was strong enough and he
was so comfortable and confident on
stage, they could see him easily playing the role.
He’ll get a chance to exhibit that
confidence in this weekend’s performances where he will sing in five
songs, one particularly famous one,
“I Believe in You,” originally done by
Robert Morse in the 1967 show.
After you see him in action, you’ll
believe in him, too.

WF High School Presents
Jesus Christ Superstar
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School’s Fine Arts Department
will present as its spring musical
Jesus Christ Superstar, the awardwinning “rock opera” by Tim Rice
and Andrew Lloyd Webber. The production will be presented today,
March 2, at 7 p.m., Friday and Saturday, March 3 and 4, at 8 p.m. in the
Westfield High School auditorium,
550 Dorian Road.
Through the eyes of a troubled, angry and confused Judas Iscariot, Jesus
Christ Superstar follows the last days
in the life of Christ, from Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem, showing the unrest
caused by his popularity and preaching, to his betrayal by Judas, the trial
before Pontius Pilate and his crucifixion. Included in the production numbers are some familiar songs such as
the title theme “Superstar,” “I Don’t
Know How to Love Him,” and “Could
We Start Again Please?”
The 40-student member cast includes: Steve Markowski as Judas
Iscariot; Nick Williams as Jesus
Christ; Chloe Zeitounian as Mary
Magdalene; Mike Noblett as the third
priest; Connor Davis as Caiaphas,
the High Priest; Max Laszar as
Annas; Zal Spialter as Simon
Zealotes; Maurice Blackmon as
Pontius Pilate; Jen Kujawski as the
Maid by the Fire; Tim Mathews as
Peter; Aaron Eisenberg as King
Herod and Mike Burns and Josh
Gribbon as soldiers.
The Apostle Ensemble includes:

Greg Boyle, Kelly Braun, Nick
Brennan, Ian Devaney, Mat Leonard,
Greg Nelson, Bobby O’Rourke,
Harrison Roberts and Mike
Tannenbaum.
Completing the ensemble cast are:
Kristin Aguero, Mallory Boesch,
Patrina Caruana, Chris Chin, Christina Collucci, Arielle Dance, Kristen
Dilzell, Jana Goldfarb, Andrea Gordon, Georgia Mierswa, Mia Pafumi,
Lindsay Ryan, Ellen Scariati, Laura
Schwab, Arielle Smelkinson,
Kathleen Solan, Diana Spiridigliozzi
and Ann-Marie Valentine.
WHS is a participant in the
Papermill Playhouse “Rising Star
Award” program recognizing outstanding achievements by students
and educators. Jesus Christ Superstar is directed by WHS arts teacher
Joe Nierle. Bill Mathews is the musical director and Megan Rodd, a
2001 WHS graduate, is the choreographer.
Charlie Tripp assists stage manager Jonathan Chananie. Set designer
Roy Chambers is also the construction coordinator. Costume mistress is
Lauren Miceli with Julia Korn in
charge of props.
Advanced sale of the reserved seats
is encouraged and can be purchased
from cast members and stage crew.
Tickets are $8 for the Thursday
evening show and $10 for the Friday
and Saturday performances. For ticket
reservations or more information, call
(908) 789-4549, ext. 2.

REGISTER NOW FOR

SPRING 2006
SESSION!
Call Now--Classes Fill Quickly!
Infants Toddlers Preschoolers
Parents & Caregivers
•Songs & Dances •Rhythm Instruments
•Rhymes & Chants •Songbook (2 CDs)

$10 OFF
REGISTRATION
For New Customers

#011 EXPIRES 4/17/06

WESTFIELD, SCOTCH PLAINS,
SPRINGFIELD, SOMERSET

908-490-1330
Judy Wilson, Director

www.playawaystudio.com

Stars of Tomorrow
Performing Arts Camp, Cranford

600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

An exciting summer theatre program offering campers classes
at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels in a warm
supportive, and fun environment. Taught by professionals!

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL

OPEN HOUSE

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH

756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25 ($22 for seniors)
Westfield only: Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

Sunday, March 5,
5, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Cranford United Methodist Church
Inclement Weather Date: Sunday, March 12
Visit Our Website for Details!

Programs for Campers ages 3 – HS

Be a Star, Shine With Us!!
www.StarzOfTomorrow.com / 908-276-5053

Ninth Annual Family Week at the
Theatre will take place between Saturday, March 4 and Sunday, March
12. The program is designed to encourage families to enjoy theatrical
productions by offering discounted
admission, and, in many cases, kids
get in for free. Union County College
will have a variety of events, on the
Cranford, Elizabeth and Plainfield
campuses. For a complete listing, log
onto: http://www.familyweek.com.
*******
On Sunday, March 5 at 11 a.m.,
there will be a classical music concert
at the JCC of Central New Jersey in
Scotch Plains. The performance by
the Stirling Duo, comprised of strings
and piano, is $12 for members and
$15 for non-members. Admission
includes a light brunch. Interested
people must pre-register. Call (908)
889-8800 x207 to see if there are still
tickets by calling. The JCC is located
at 1391 Martine Avenue.
*******
The following week, on Thursday,
March 9, at 7 p.m., the same JCC will
host a Kosher Chinese Cooking Class
and Recipe Tasting. Chef Don Siegel
will be there with copies of his cookbook, “From Lokshen to LoMein.” If
you don’t know what those are, this
class is for you. Fees are $12 to $18.
Reserve a spot by calling (908) 8898800, ext. 124.
*******
If you would like to attend the
Philadelphia Flower Show on Sunday, March 5, the Kenilworth Historical Society is sponsoring a bus
trip for $62. It will include admission
to the flower show, and a visit to
Reading Terminal Mill with Amish
crafts and baked cooks, eclectic eateries and shops. You’ll be gone from
9 a.m. until 7 p.m., and the bus leaves
from St. Theresa’s parking lot. Call
(908) 276-0546 for details.
*******
Summit’s Kent Place Gallery is
showing the works of Mary Edith
Alexander through Friday, March 10.
Painting Specimens from a Disappearing Past is a show of paintings
and works on paper, which investigate architecture and spaces in and
around the artist’s hometown of Charlotte, N.C. A reception will be held on
Thursday, March 9 from 2:30 to 4:30
p.m. The gallery is located on the
campus of Kent Place School, and is
open from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday, or by appointment. Call (908) 273-0900.

First Congressional
Continues Musicales
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, continues its acclaimed
series of concerts, the Mid-Day Musicales, at noon on Wednesday, March
8, with an eclectic mix – two members of the Chinese music ensemble
Bamboo Breeze in collaboration with
American country banjo player Matt
Morelock.
This program is a celebration of
folk music from two cultures.
Xiannian Xiao, a virtuoso of the Chinese dulcimer, graduated from
Shenyang Conservatory and was designated a “first-class performer” by
the Chinese Ministry of Culture.
Since arriving in the United States,
he has performed in venues across
the country and enjoys the fusion of
Chinese and American folk traditions, especially as both countries
make use of music for the hammered
dulcimer.
Matt Morelock, host of the Tennessee World Music Program on radio
WDVX, is a lute, guitar, and banjo
player and an expert in American
mountain music. These two will be
joined by Singaporean-ChineseAmerican Julie Tay, a cultural anthropologist specializing in Chinese
music and arts.
These free, half-hour programs are
held in the church sanctuary and are
followed by a soup and sandwich
luncheon available in the church social hall for $5.
For further information, contact the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

