
Page 22  Thursday, June 15, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The seven artists of the New Art
Group are showing at the Barron Arts
Center in Woodbridge through June
30. The McMansion Show is an ex-
pression about excess and its impact
on our lives, in a variety of mediums
such as photography, drawing, and
painting. Admission is free, and gal-
lery hours are Monday – Friday from
11 a.m. until 4 p.m., and weekend
from 2-4 p.m. The Center is located
on 582 Rahway Avenue. Call (732)
634-0413, or visit them on the web at:
http://www.newartgroup.com/.

* * * *
On Saturday, June 17, the final

concert of the season for the Coffee
with Conscience Series will feature
Billy Jonas, with opening act Natalia
Zuckerman, at the First United Meth-
odist Church, 1 East Broad Street, in
Westfield. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
for the 8 p.m. show. Refreshments
(ice cream) will be served, and ad-
mission is $15. Call the concert hotline
at (908) 412-9105.

* * * *
Bio-Blitz, a 24-hour program, will

be at the Ash Brook Reservation in
Scotch Plains beginning on Friday
evening, June 23. The focus of the
program is to catalog the plant and
animal life of the area, through a
variety of programs for both kids and
adults. Activities will include nature
walks, talks, exhibits, and historical
dramatizations. There will also be
refreshments and contests. To par-
ticipate or receive a schedule of events,
call (908) 527-4032.

* * * *
The Summer 2006 New Jersey

International Film Festival is going
on now at Rutgers University. De-
pending on the show and the loca-
tions, tickets generally run $4 - $8,
and are available at the door. The
line-up of films, from the edgy to the
classic, is available by visiting: http:/
/www.njfilmfest.com/.

* * * *
Mark your calendars for the 5th

Annual Fanwood BPA Street Fair
on Sunday, June 25, from 11 a.m.
until 5 p.m., downtown. Parking and
admission are free, and there will be
entertainment, food, crafters, and
other vendors.

Get Outta’
The House

Carriage House Series Ends
With ‘Music and Words’
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series ended its 2005-2006
season with “Music & Words,” a pro-
gram featuring the poems of three
distinguished poets and the acoustics
of several area musicians.

Approximately 30 people attended
the event, including guests from Fin-
land, Spain and the island of Goa.

Cranford guitarist Evan LaVeglia
opened the evening with “White Sum-
mer,” a classic Led Zeppelin song.
Evan has recently returned from a trip
to Japan, and is preparing to begin
college in the fall. His amazing per-
formance became even more so after
the audience learned that he has been
studying the guitar for less than two
years.

The “Music” part of the evening
also included Joe Weil, of Cranford
and New Brunswick, playing and
singing a selection of songs repre-
senting a variety of music styles.

One, a song about the plight of coal
miners in the 1930s titled “Rise Up
Lazarus,” was sung with all the emo-
tion the subject evokes. Evan and an-
other young musician, Patryk Zielonka,
backed up Mr. Weil. Later, the two
young men collaborated on another
classic rock song, “Baba O’Reilly.”

The “Words” part of the evening
began with Monmouth County poet,
Gloria Rovder Healy of Shrewsbury,
reading a selection of her works.

Mrs. Healy is an eight-time finalist
for the Ginsberg Poetry Award, whose
work has appeared in many literary
journals and anthologies, including
the book “The Poets of New Jersey.”
She has edited two Monmouth County
anthologies, and is the author of two of
her own poetry collections: “Out of
My Mind” and “Caught in the Under-
tow.” She was poet/consultant to the
Long Branch Poetry Festival and is
co-founder of the annual Walt Whitman
Poetry Festival in Ocean Grove.

The poems Mrs. Healy shared at
“Words & Music” elaborated on her
many lives. “Ten Dollar Bill” remem-
bered her life as a student in college,
while “The Women in Ward C” spoke
of her days as a nursing student at
Georgetown. “The Power and the
Glory” brought the audience back to
her days in grade school.

Cranford resident Deborah

LaVeglia, the second poet to read
from her works at “Music & Words,”
holds a master’s degree in poetics
from NYU. She has been published
in numerous poetry journals and her
chapbook, Vigil, was published in
2000.

Mrs. LaVeglia is the poetry editor
of the literary magazine, Black Swan
Review and has been co-director of
the Poets Wednesday series in
Woodbridge for 13 years.

Some of her poetry, for example,
“Depression Cake 2” reflected scenes
from her own life, while “Ethan
Frome” commented on her son, Evan.
Mrs. LaVeglia enthralled the audi-
ence with her impassioned reading of
“Lack of Sleep,” a commentary on
the lack of support society as a whole
gives young, unwed mothers.

In addition to performing during the
musical part of the evening, Joe Weil
also read from his own work. Mr. Weil is
the author of six published collections of
poetry. He is a Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation poet and publisher of Black
Swan Review. He has been featured on
Bill Moyers’ program “Fooling with
Words.” He is a Nuyorican Café poetry
slam winner as well as a three-time
Pushcart Prize nominee.

One of Mr. Weil’s poems, “Paint-
ing the Christmas Trees” told of the
drudgery of painting the ends of
Christmas trees so “America will
know which end fits where.” “Fists”
was about his father, a Diamond Glove
Award winner.

Mr. Weil’s poetry was particularly
poignant as it was read to soft back-
ground guitar music played by An-
thony Carriero of Hillside.

At the completion of the featured
poets’ readings, 10 members of the
audience shared their poems at an
open microphone. In addition, editor
Adam Fitzgerald introduced a new
literary journal called Body Parts.

Fanwood resident, Adele Kenny,
the recently appointed poetry editor
of Tiferet Journal, founded the Car-
riage House Poetry Series in Decem-
ber 1998.

Distinguished poets who have read
at the Series include Pulitzer Prize
winner Stephen Dunn and National
Book Award winner Gerald Stern.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
will resume on September 14, with
the poetry of Diane Lockward.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spring has come and (almost)
gone, and many of us have been
seizing the opportunity to do some
spring-cleaning. What I’ve always
found challenging about this not so
fun task isn’t the cleaning and scrub-
bing. It’s navigating my way through
my family’s yearlong accumulation
of, well, for lack of a better word,
stuff.

Except for treasuring a few things
of sentimental value, I tend to get rid
of my own unneeded stuff all year
long to keep the house as clutter-free
as possible. But my husband and
kids do not subscribe to this theory.

And so piles of “I might want to
read this again later” stuff, “that old
shirt is still good for yard work”
stuff, and “although it only has one
wheel left, I might still play with it,
Mommy” stuff seem to breed and
multiply in our home.

So every spring and fall, I wearily
begin the sorting, reorganizing and
storing process. Fortunately, there
are a plethora of organizational prod-
ucts and storage bins readily avail-
able at various stores. And I keep
plenty of trash bags on hand for the
stuff that has morphed into plain old
junk.

But I always end up with a pile or
two of unwanted items that seem
“too good” to toss, so giving them
away comes to mind. And if you ever
wondered which charities take what
or where it is that you’re supposed to
be bringing these items, here’s the
scoop on some local places that
would embrace your “too good to
toss” stuff.

“We are in desperate need of men’s
suits, pants and shirts,” said Anne
Perrella, co-chair of the Westfield
Service League’s thrift shop on Elmer
Street in Westfield. They also accept
clothing from any season, and even
“knick knacks and dust collectors.”

Maureen Kaufmann, interim ex-
ecutive director of the American Red

What to Do with
All That Stuff
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Cross on Elm Street in Westfield
said they also accept more than cloth-
ing.

“We’ll take shoes, pocketbooks
and bed linens like sheets and com-
forters,” she said.

Marguerite Jasman, who volun-
teers at The Hope Chest Hospice
Resale Shop on Prospect Street in
Westfield, cited a long list of house-
hold items. They accept vases, art
prints, crystal, drinking glasses,
bowls, china, silver, small furniture
(i.e.: end tables), lamps, small appli-
ances, bedspreads and curtains.

“Clothing should be on hangers
and linens should be folded so we
can display them,” Ms. Jasman said.

She added that they also take small
toys and games (in their boxes in
good condition), books (hardcover
and paperback), CDs and cassettes.

“All of the proceeds go to Center
for Hope Hospice,” she said. “They
have broken ground at their new
location in Scotch Plains and offices
are already housed there.”

Trey Nelson of the Good Will Store
on Route 22 in Springfield said, “We
want clothing in good condition, and
small household appliances like
toasters and toaster ovens or lamps.”

And don’t forget that even your
old eyeglasses can be of value to
those in need. Look for the Lions’
Club brightly painted yellow drop-
off boxes like the one on Elm Street
in Westfield.

Remember when you bring your
items to most places, you can ask for
a receipt showing that you made a
donation for tax purposes.

And if you still find yourself with
leftover stuff that doesn’t fit into any
of the above categories, try contact-
ing nationwide organizations such
as the Salvation Army (800-95-
Truck), which has been known to
pick up most anything.

Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.

PROJECT 06…From left to right, Diego Biaz, Skyler Norris, Mark Bucci,
Paulina Menares-Brown and Adam Eisen perform at the Project ’79 second
coffeehouse of the year on Wednesday, June 7.
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‘Bach to Bach’ to Air
On Consecutive Weds.
WESTFIELD – The last two Cho-

ral Art concerts were taped and have
been produced by into three one-hour
packages for broadcast on cable pub-
lic access television.

The “Bach to Bach Magnificat” will
be aired on the Comcast Union County
Public Access System (Channel 26) at
8:30 p.m. on two consecutive Wednes-
day nights, June 21 and 28. One per-
formance will be broadcast each night,
with Johann Sebastian Bach, followed
by Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach.

Westfield TV36 will air these perfor-
mances on a regular basis soon, as well.

Project ’79 Hosts Second
Coffeehouse of the Year

WESTFIELD – Project ’79, an al-
ternative education program at
Westfield High School, held its sec-
ond coffeehouse of the year on
Wednesday, June 7. The event was
held in English instructor Peter Horn’s
dimly lit, couch-filled classroom.

Project students and teachers
showed artwork, read poetry, sang
and played various instruments. One
student used his voice to mimic the
sounds of a band, another read a
lemonade recipe at high speed in
Spanish as a backdrop to the music
of Jobin-Reborn (a local band) and a
rock duo performed in front of their
own video.

The audience of mostly students
was supportive and, at the end, hys-

terical with laughter as Mr. Horn and
history teacher Jason Grant performed
their own “Project ’79 Blues.”

Project ’79 is a program designed
for students who are not functioning
well in the regular education setting
and benefit from the small “school
within a school” atmosphere. Alan
Lantis started the program in 1979.
Mr. Lantis continues as its coordina-
tor, along with his wife, Maureen
Mazzarese, a student assistance coun-
selor at the high school. Referring to
the talent on display, Mr. Lantis said,
“people just don’t realize what we
have here.”

Students, staff and parents are look-
ing forward to another coffeehouse
next year.

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I loathe politics. The partisanship,
the bias, the way that meaningful
debate gets lost in bouts of mud-
slinging.

I make it a point to think and talk
about politics as little as possible.
Instead, I pay attention to the purer
world of music – a world where
endorsements and connections can
only get you so far before your talent
(or lack thereof) has to start talking.

I think the Dixie Chicks want me
to violate my code.

One hardly needs a reminder of the
Chicks’ now-infamous anti-Bush re-
marks during a show on their Euro-
pean tour in 2003. The comment in
question sparked a furious outcry
against the band –hundreds of Dixie
Chicks CDs met their doom with the
crushing power of tractors – and gar-
nered the girls more high-profile news
coverage – both good and bad – than
their music ever has.

By choosing to come back three
years later, guns still blazing with
their single “Not Ready to Make
Nice,” the Dixie Chicks may have
forever alienated those who cannot
separate music from the politics of
the people performing it.

It’s hard to say how much of the
defiance is actual political indigna-
tion and how much is aimed at grab-
bing media attention. Either way, it’s
saddening. Now, I don’t really care
that they’ve espoused views that dif-
fer from mine. It’s their right to say
whatever they want and it’s my right
to ignore it and turn the volume on
their CD a little bit louder to drown
out the extra noise. But it’s rather
tragic that on the release of one of
their most brilliant efforts, one in
which they can finally claim a major-
ity of their songwriting credits, the

bestselling female band of all time is
diverting attention from its musical
triumph for the sake of a dumb politi-
cal gimmick.

Okay, let’s forget about politics
and get to the good stuff. The very,
very good stuff.

Taking the Long Way is excellent.
It’s actually difficult to make it
through the whole album – the title
track, which opens the set, is so
instantly infectious that it’s very hard
to stop hitting rewind and get to the
second track. “Taking the Long Way
Around” explodes with all the signa-
ture elements of the Chicks’ sound –
it’s a song that builds layer upon
layer until it reaches a musical cli-
max, it’s a chorus of powerful har-
monies backed by an instantly infec-
tious hook.

Highlights include “The Bitter
End,” with its mournful beer-hall
swagger, and the harmony-driven
slow rocker “Baby Hold On.” “Fa-
vorite Year” is as good a ballad as
anything they’ve released before – a
lament with soft orchestrations and
quietly heartbreaking lyrics.

The songs delve into new territo-
ries and nearly cover the gamut of
the Chicks’ signature sounds. Nota-
bly absent, however, is a really wild
country rocker – “Lubbock or Leave
It” is no doubt supposed to fill that
slot, but it falls short of crazy romps
like Fly’s delightfully irreverent “Sin
Wagon” or Home’s bluegrass-infused
“White Trash Wedding.”

Though the sound occasionally tip-
toes closer to mainstream, it never
loses its country heart. Taking the
Long Way is a tremendous accom-
plishment for a tremendous band.

So now the Chicks have this great
gimmick. Here’s hoping that they
don’t make it bigger than their al-
ways-standout music.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRIKE UP THE BAND…Steven Stouffer conducts the 2006 Westfield All City
Band last Wednesday at Westfield High School. The concert, which also included
the All City Chorus and Orchestra, features fourth and fifth grade musicians from
around the district.

Westfield High School Graduate
Esposito Grooms Successful Career

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — John Esposito,
Westfield High School class of 1988,
never thought he would be a founding
owner of a men’s grooming service in
New York City, called Truman’s, and
offering handshake maintenance (also
known as manicures).

A former Marketing Manager for
IBM, Mr. Esposito obtained his Mas-

ter of Business Administration de-
gree  from Columbia Business School
and a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Georgetown University in 1992.

“I went to Westfield schools from
kindergarten through high school,”
Mr. Esposito told The Westfield Leader
and The Times. “I played lacrosse and
football in high school. Mr. (Shaun)
Cherewich, my lacrosse coach, was
very influential.”

“I loved growing up in Westfield,
and the education I received is prima-
rily responsible for where I am to-
day,” he said.

Truman’s offers men a premier,
end-to-end grooming experience, in-
cluding boutique salon-quality hair-
cuts and services combined with tra-
ditional barber features such as
shaves, shoe shines and hot towel
treatments.

All of this, in addition to selected
spa services, is delivered in a com-
fortable environment designed spe-
cifically for men. “We have a bar with
complimentary beer, wine and cof-
fee, plasma screens with sports chan-
nels,” Joe Marchesi, co-founder, said.

“Right now we are focused on the
success of the New York location,”
Mr. Marchesi added. “In the future,
we could see opening a few other
locations in New York, as well as the
northeast.”

“Truman’s has been getting a lot of
publicity since it opened,” said Mr.
Esposito. “We have been featured in
Time Out New York, New York Maga-
zine, websites such as
www.dailycandy.com, and code.tv.”

“We have had a number of celebri-
ties come in for our services, and will
be featured on a national television
program soon,” he explained.

Truman’s welcomes women, while
their partner gets services. “Women
seem very excited about Truman’s.
We always hear how happy they are
that there is a place for their husbands
and boyfriends to go,” he explained.

The website states, “Truman’s is
the vision of three NYC businessmen
who grew tired of going to a women’s
salon to get a good haircut.”

“Every detail has been designed
with the wants and needs of men in
mind, from the design of the space to
the delivery of services.”

Truman’s is offering two Father’s
Day Specials. For $150, a customer
can have a haircut and shave, includ-
ing hair wash with scalp massage, hot
face towel, cut and finish. At the same
time, he gets the handshake mainte-
nance while his shoes are being shined
behind the scenes. Next, he will re-
cline for a rejuvenating Truman’s
straightedge shave.

For $300 there is the total package
for the dad who needs the “complete
grooming experience.” He gets a hair-
cut and shave package, plus foot re-
pair and a massage or face treatment,
and a set of Anthony grooming prod-
ucts.

Truman’s is located at 120 East 56
Street, New York, N.Y., and they can
be reached at (212) 759-5015.

The Town Book Store
Hosts Marshall Karp
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store of Westfield is hosting its final
spring Meet & Greet book signing
this weekend. On Saturday, June 17,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., author
Marshall Karp will be in the store to
promote his new novel, “The Rabbit
Factory.”

Rambunctious Rabbit – Rambo to
his fans – is an American icon and a
theme park’s biggest draw. When the
actor inside the Rambo costume and
two other theme park employees are
murdered, LAPD detectives must
catch the madman before he brings
the family entertainment giant to its
knees.

If unable to attend this event, call
The Town Book Store at (908) 233-
3535 and reserve an autographed
copy.

THE TRUMAN’S SHOW...Westfield High School graduate John Esposito’s
business, Truman’s, will offer special “handshake maintenace” for Father’s Day.

‘The Long Way’ Back:
The Dixie Chicks Return
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