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POLICE BLOTTER

their system.”
“Therefore, no new students, or

perhaps just a few should be new to
the program. The Hillcrest North lo-
cation is already set up for the AHP
program so there would be no costs to
transfer the students there. This loca-
tion is not in a residential area,” states
the email.

The Hillcrest Academy North is
home of the former Alexander Muir
School, built in 1915. It closed in
1974 as a Scotch Plains school, but
housed the Board of Education of-
fices until 1982. It was sold in 1985.

The facility is adjacent to a resi-
dential neighborhood located be-
tween Richmond Street and
Hamlette Place. It sits across from
Scotch Hills Golf Course. Behind
the school is Jerseyland Park, which
features a baseball field, picnic area,
basketball court and children’s play-
ground.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE Vice
President Linda Nelson said the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict has not owned the building for
decades and does not have any im-
pact on what takes place at the
school.

“We don’t own it. The reason it is
located on Plainfield Avenue is be-
cause the students who attend will
not have a lot of distractions,” she
said.

USESC Superintendent Ed Hartnett
will retire on July 1. His replacement
will be William Petrino, the current
UCESC Superintendent in Rahway.

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader
READ-A-THON…Tamaques Elementary School students raised almost $3,000 for
victims of Hurricane Katrina during their annual read-a-thon. They donated the
money to the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross. Fifth
graders William Cary and Bryan Jung present the check with (left-right) Tamaques
Principal Mike Cullen, school mascot Tami the Tiger and Red Cross Coordinator
of Disaster Services Charles Serson.

WF GOP Reelects
Bramnick Chairman
WESTFIELD – State Assembly-

man Jon Bramnick (LD-22,
Westfield) was re-elected as chair-
man of the Westfield Republican
Committee at a meeting held Mon-
day night.

Asm. Bramnick, an attorney with
offices in Scotch Plains, did not
face any opposition and said he was
“proud” to accept the leadership
role.

“Our organization always places
Westfield first,” he said.

He said that Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky has been “a great leader”
and that he is “proud of the job Andy
has done as mayor.”

“I look forward to working with
Andy and the (town) council to move
Westfield forward,” he said.

The executive board of the Re-
publican Party was also announced:
Vice Chairman of Operations, Town
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca; Vice
Chairman of Campaigns, Frank
Arena; Vice Chairman of Adminis-
tration, Keith Loughlin; Vice Chair-
man of Finance, Beth Nilsen; Sec-
retary, Bill West, and Legal Coun-
sel, former councilman Matt
Albano.

Westfield
Sunday, June 4, Michael Sidnam,

Jr., 19, of Cranford was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield criminal war-
rant. He was released after posting
$1,000 bail.

Monday, June 5, Bernard Jennings,
49, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on an out-
standing Westfield criminal warrant
with $500 bail. Additionally, there
was an outstanding motor vehicle
warrant for Jennings issued by
Fanwood, also with bail set at $500.
He was transported to the Union
County jail and committed pending a
court date in Westfield.

Monday, June 5, Mark Rosenberg,
54, of Westfield responded to
Westfield police headquarters to sat-
isfy an outstanding Weehawken traf-
fic warrant. He was released after
posting $50 bail.

Wednesday, June 7, Luis Medina,
53, of Elizabeth was arrested in the
100 block of Central Avenue on two
Elizabeth contempt of court warrants.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance per the Elizabeth Police De-
partment.

Wednesday, June 7, the owner of a
business in the 1000 block of South
Avenue, West, reported the theft of a
bicycle.

Thursday, June 8, Edward
Singhbaba, 21, of Westfield was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquar-
ters on a traffic warrant issued by
Holmdel. He was released after post-
ing $283 bail.

Thursday, June 8, Marcus Byron,
42, of North Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Tuttle Parkway on a New-
ark motor vehicle warrant. He was
being held on $400 bail.

Friday, June 9, a resident of the 600
block of Boulevard reported that a
lamp pole was damaged at her resi-
dence.

Friday, June 9, a resident of the 300
block of Washington Street reported
that two exterior light fixtures were
damaged at her residence.

Friday, June 9, a four-foot-tall, free-
standing cedar mailbox was reported
damaged in the 500 block of Codding
Road.

Saturday, June 10, Enrique
Penaloza, 22, of Westfield was ar-
rested on charges of burglary, simple
assault, criminal mischief and driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) in the
400 block of Boulevard.

Penaloza allegedly forced his way
into the home of a 21-year-old male
acquaintance with whom he had ear-
lier had a verbal dispute with and
assaulted the man. Police said the
victim struck his head fleeing the
premises but did not require medical
attention. The suspect was held in
lieu of $3,500 cash bail at the Union
County jail.

Saturday, June 10, Pedro Rubio,
31, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI in the 700 block of
South Avenue, West. He also was
charged with refusal to submit to an
alcotest while at Westfield police
headquarters. Rubio was held until
sober.

Sunday, June 11, Daniel Noonan,
18, of Westfield was arrested in the
500 block of Westfield Avenue and
charged with DWI following a one-
vehicle accident. Noonan, who com-
plained of shoulder pain and had
scrapes on one shoulder, refused
medical attention and was released to
his father.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, June 7, a resident of

Hunter Avenue reported that he re-
ceived several calls from someone
who asked him about his personal
business and then hung up.

Thursday, June 8, an owner of a
Route 22 business reported that a
former customer had been making
repeated calls to her business and
then hanging up.

Thursday, June 8, the owner of a
Route 22 gas station reported that a
vehicle ordered $6 worth of gas and
fled without paying.

Sunday, June 11, police said some-
one sprayed graffiti on a building on
Westfield Avenue. The cost of the
damage was $50.

Sunday, June 11, a resident of Ev-
ergreen Avenue reported that some-
one slashed the tires of his vehicle
while it was parked in his driveway.
The tires were valued at $200.

Fanwood
Wednesday, June 7, a resident of

Russell Road reported that someone
took her wallet from her unlocked
vehicle while it was parked in front of
her house.

Thursday, June 8, Martina Oleforo,
21, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for an outstanding warrant out
of Oakland for $164. Innocent
Oleforo, 54, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at headquarters for an out-
standing Irvington warrant.

Saturday, June 10, Andy Brown,
37, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for numerous outstanding
warrants out of South Plainfield to-
taling $2,902.

Sunday, June 11, David Sheffield,
33, of Irvington was arrested on a
$129 warrant out of Irvington follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue.

Monday, June 12, Gregory Morris,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue for an active $210 war-
rant out of Union Township $210.

Monday, June 12, Gem Lashley,
51, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue for a $1,000 warrant out of
Watchung.

Mountainside
Friday, June 2, police said a resi-

dent reported discrepancies on her
account and notified the bank of the
fraudulent charges. The incident is
under investigation by the detective
bureau.

Saturday, June 3, Mark Lovett, 43,
of Orange was arrested at the Union
Police Department for active war-
rants out of Woodbridge, Newark and
Livingston totaling $2,963.

Sunday, June 4, Adriana Bernal,
29, of South Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for
speeding on Route 22, and charged
with operating a vehicle with a sus-
pended driver’s license.

Wednesday, June 7, a Bridle Path
resident reported that he was con-
tacted by his credit card company of
unauthorized charges on his card. The
victim has since closed the account
and the incident is under investiga-
tion, police said.

Wednesday, June 7, a Rodman Lane
resident reported that while upon his
return from a trip out of the country
for several weeks he noticed that sev-
eral items had been stolen from his
house. He told police he had hired
painters to paint the interior of his
house while he was away. The victim
reported eight watches as well as a
porcelain statue were missing, police
said.

Thursday, June 8, Timothy P. Blue,
38, of Newark was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Route 22, and
charged with driving an unregistered
vehicle, operating a vehicle with a
suspended license, and consumption
of an alcoholic beverage in a vehicle.
He was also charged with numerous
outstanding warrants, police said.

the character of the town. I’d hate to
go down this road for a couple of
years and end up right back where we
started because we don’t want to of-
fend anyone.”

Councilman Caruana said, “We
are going to demand sacrifice. People
are giving up developmental rights.
They are losing the right to expand
their homes. Those are fundamental
issues we need to talk about. There
are going to be a lot of unhappy
people.”

In other council business, the all-
volunteer citizens committee of
former councilman Matt Albano, Pam
Wiaczek and John Ryan gave a pre-
sentation to the council concerning
proposed changes outlined in the sec-
ond phase of the White Paper Study,
which entails the zoning and building
departments of the Department of
Public Works (DPW).

Phase two recommendations in the
area of staffing include hiring a full-
time planner, who will be a “licensed
professional with at least five to 10
years of experience,” and a full-time
administrative assistant for the zon-

ing officer (Kathleen Neville). Ms.
Wiaczek said the planner “is needed
due to the increase in volume, as well
as the complexities of the applica-
tions.” She added that the administra-
tive assistant would “provide tele-
phone coverage in the application
process and serve as a secretary for
both the board of adjustments and the
planning board.”

Mayor Skibitsky said the adjust-
ments amounted to “reorganizing”
and that the DPW will see “no new
head count.”

Some other recommendations
suggested by the White Paper vol-
unteers included placing applica-
tion and permit information, in ad-
dition to zoning ordinances and
FAQs, on the town website, requir-
ing a photo for all applications and
implementing of the “Hillsborough/
Hoboken” model for all large
projects.

Ms. Wiaczek said that model calls
for a roundtable discussion with the
applicant, builder etc. to talk about
“completeness” of a project and would
“flesh out the back and forth” be-
tween the affected parties. This
method will be adopted for large com-
mercial and residential projects.

The council will approve demoli-
tions to 29 Faulkner Drive, 136
Jefferson Street, 604 Leigh Drive,
105 Harrow Road, 77 Fair Hill Drive,
1730 Boulevard and 828 Grant Av-
enue.

The town council will give its ap-
proval to a WACC request to re-
introduce the Classic Car shows on
Sundays. The cars will be stationed
at the south-side train station lot.
The shows, which were initially can-
celled, will return between June and
August.

At the start of the meeting, eighth-
grade members of Project Citizen at
Edison Intermediate School discussed
their award-winning project with the
council. The students, functioning as
a legislative body, work to solve a
problem in the town.

The students’ project, “It’s all rub-
bish,” discusses trash collection in-
consistencies in Westfield.

County GOP Reelects
Phil Morin Chair

CRANFORD – Phil Morin of
Cranford was reelected as chair-
man of the Republican Commit-
tee of Union County at the
committee’s organization meet-
ing held at the Orange Avenue
School in Cranford Tuesday night.
Mr. Morin, a former Cranford
mayor and councilman, was re-
elected to a second two-year term.
He has served in the position since
June 2004.

Dan Nozza of Elizabeth
mounted an unsuccessful chal-
lenge against Mr. Morin for the
leadership position. Information
on the committee can be obtained
at: www.unioncountygop.org.
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Westfield Town Council
Discusses FAR Regulations
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Hillcrest
Academy

– and multicultural premium chan-
nels such as RAI (Italian), TV5
(French), ART (Arabic) or TV Ja-
pan (Japanese). The satellite feed is
piped through fiber optic cables
from Florida and Illinois. Officials
said if the Garwood council passes
an ordinance allowing Verizon to
compete, it could be between eight
months to one year before residents
would be able to purchase Verizon
FiOS TV.

In other business, Garwood Engi-
neer Donald Guarriello spoke about
the tree-planting project for the 100-
and 200- blocks of 2nd Avenue, which
will begin in June and should be com-
pleted by the end of July. He said he
has received approval for work on the
brook by the Path Mark on South
Avenue.

In October, Mayor Dennis
McCarthy appointed an advisory
committee to report to the council
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Garwood Council Discusses
Verizon, Recreation Center

with any issues that residents feel
should be addressed. Advisory Com-
mittee Chairman Keith Sluka and
other Garwood members met on No-
vember 15 and came up with an idea
about expanding Memorial Field by
making it a recreation center in which
senior citizens and children can con-
verge.

“We would like to create a center
for the community. We are all lay-
men workers and would like a reso-
lution made so that we can hire pro-
fessional help so that we can make
our vision come true,” Mr. Sluka
said.

Garwood Municipal Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma, a member of the Com-
mittee, said she expressed her “grati-
tude” to the handful of residents and
committee members for their “hard
work and dedication” in getting the
project underway.

“We have come up with how we
would like the center to look; we just
need the allocations so that we can
begin to organize the development of
the recreation center,” Ms. Ariemma
said.

In other business, Jason Jeney was
hired for part-time seasonal help with
the department of public works. The
council also authorized the purchase
of four sets of turn out gear for the fire
department.

Rec. Dept. to Hold
Mem. Park Meeting
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Recreation Department will hold
an input meeting on Wednesday
June 21, from 7 to 8 p.m. to
review a draft conceptual plan
for the renovation of Memorial
Park.

The purpose of this meeting is
to provide a forum for interested
citizens and users to express their
thoughts in regards to the design
plans for the project. Robert
Lynes of Hatch, Mott,
MacDonald, the engineering
company for the master plan,
will be in attendance.

The meeting will be held in the
council chambers at Town Hall,
425 East Broad Street.

by the board was that a teacher was
caught looking at indecent material
on a school computer.

“There is no evidence to support
that statement,” BOE President John
Perrin said.

“We cannot feed this rumor mill.
This must stop now,” BOE member
Gene Nagel said.

In other business, school officials
said Mountainside’s Grade Eight
Proficiency Test
(GEPA) scores
have increased to
99 percent profi-
ciency in lan-
guage arts, 88 per-
cent in math and
99 percent in sci-
ence.

“I’m pleased
with this report.
Congratulations to
the teachers for
their hard work,”
BOE member Car-
mine Venes.

The board rec-
ognized two stu-
dents for their ac-
complishments
last night. Sara
Dempsey received
the Tricia DeRosa
Memorial Scholarship Award, an
award given to a member of the
women’s track team at Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights who demonstrates “great
character.”

Krystina Kingston garnered the
Rosenstiehl Scholarship, an award of
$1,000. “Your generosity is greatly
appreciated,” she told the board.

Beechwood School curriculum co-
ordinator and assistant principal
Michael Craver made a presentation
to the board on this summer’s reading
list for students. Each grade will re-
ceive a recommended reading list with
40 choices of books.

“This will provide students at each
level the best education for their level
and will allow them to read for enjoy-
ment,” Mr. Craver said.

He also gave a
presentation of the
five-year curricu-
lum development
plan. Four repre-
sentatives are
drawing up the
curriculum devel-
opment plan from
the MEA and four
Mountainside ad-
ministrators.

“We would like
to gather the data
and assess it and
see where the holes
and the gaps are in
our curriculum and
compare that to
what other districts
do well,” Mr.
Craver said.

He said he
hopes the committee will share their
progress and have a draft to propose
curriculum changes by the end of
the summer. “This will be a lot of
work but we are up to the task,” he
said.

“It has been one of the district’s
goals to get the curriculum back on
track,” BOE member Raymond
Haggar said.
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Mountainside Board of Ed.

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader
SUMMER READING...Beechwood
School curriculum coordinator and as-
sistant principal Michael Craver makes
a presentation to the board of educa-
tion on this summer’s reading list for
students.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ALWAYS SERVING...The Education Fund of Westfield holds its monthly
meeting on Monday night at the Jolly Trolley.


