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Foley Reviews Hillcrest School
Lease, Latest WF Police Calls

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Residents of the
adjacent neighborhood of Hillcrest
Academy are waiting to see if the
Board of Education (BOE) will re-
new the facility lease, which expires
on July 1.

“It doesn’t appear that we have to
extend the lease for more than 90
days,” School Superintendent Will-
iam Foley confirmed to The Westfield
Leader. “I have asked our attorney to

take a look at the lease. I have also
asked the police to give me the latest
statistics of calls to the school, the
type of incidents and whether they
pose a threat” to the adjacent neigh-
borhood.

“In the event of a fight at the facil-
ity, the police are notified,” he said.

According to police data obtained
by The Leader, there have been 48
incidents requiring police service at
the school from October 28, 2005
through May 3, 2006.

These calls consist of incidents such
as assault, incorrigible male, arson,
unfounded 911 calls, medical inju-
ries/bleeding and broken bones, pos-
session of opium/cocaine, and terror-
ist threats.

UCESC Liaison and BOE member
Alice Hunnicut told The Leader that
in the past, the board held three-year
leases with the UCESC, but this
stopped when “we started to take a
look at reclaiming space.”

Ms. Hunnicut said that the current
lease Hillcrest operates under in-
cludes a verbal agreement that the
Westfield school district would give
Hillcrest a 12-month notice of non-
renewal. “It’s a Catch-22 for me. I
feel that the issues the parents
brought up (at the meetings) are se-
rious. However, these students are
not juvenile delinquents, and they
have a right to feel safe, too.”

Ms. Hunnicut said that she sug-
gested to BOE President Anne Riegel
that the issue be brought up as a
superintendent’s report item at the
next board meeting on Wednesday,
June 21. “Board members brought
up a whole bunch of questions about
this…the board also needs to figure
out what programs will have to be
cut to make up for the $150,000
income generated from leasing the
school.”

Residents have offered suggestions
for relocating the students who at-
tend the school. Among them are
sending the students back to Eliza-
beth or moving the students to
Hillcrest Academy North, located at
2630 Plainfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains. The UCESC operates the
North facility.

In a letter sent to the BOE, school
neighbors Sue Hopper and Lisa Stern
state, “They can move the 30 or so
returning South (Westfield) students
to the North (Scotch Plains) loca-
tion. Since the Elizabeth school sys-
tem is doing so well with their edu-
cational pursuits there should not be
any more students asked to leave
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FUNDRAISING…The Center for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care Women’s
Auxiliary and the Northside Trattoria in Westfield hosted the third annual Wine
Tasting and Silent Auction on Monday night at the Trattoria. All proceeds from
the event benefit terminally ill in the Union County and surrounding communi-
ties.

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader
RIDING HIGH…McKinley Elementary School Principal Claudia Andreski takes a ride around the school’s field in the
Black Widow monster truck. She did so as a reward for the students, who met her reading challenge by reading 11,218 pounds
of books for the annual read-a-thon.

Court Postpones
Chemidlin Hearing

SCOTCH PLAINS – A Sierre
Leone court hearing scheduled for
Tuesday for a Scotch Plains resident
charged with espionage has been post-
poned again until Tuesday, June 20,
according to Emmy Salerno of
Edison, sister of Michael Chemidlin,
58.

Chemidlin, a missionary and former
National Guard Staff Sergeant, was
arrested on April 29 for conspiracy
while taking pictures of the United
Nations court complex. After the con-
spiracy charges were dropped,
Chemidlin returned to the prison to
pick up his passport and belongings,
at which point he was rearrested for
espionage.

Chemidlin is barred from leaving
the country and faces 15 years in
prison if convicted of the charges.
Updates are available at
freeunclemike.org.

Mayor to Appoint Committee
To Study Overdevelopment

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council Tuesday discussed the
formation of a citizens group to ad-
dress changes to Floor Area Ratio
(FAR) distinctions and the next phase
of the White Paper Study. They ap-
proved the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce’s (WACC) plan to rein-
troduce the Classic Car show and
heard an eighth-grade civics presen-
tation on the town’s garbage collec-
tion policy.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst, the chair of the Code Review
and Town Property Committee, re-
acting to an article in The Westfield
Leader, said the report of what oc-
curred at the planning board’s meet-
ing in which new FAR regulations
were debated (DATE) “was different
from what actually happened.”

Councilman Foerst said the plan-
ning board’s decision was “not a com-
plete disapproval of the concept, not
a complete denial. They did say it
didn’t comply to the master plan and
gave a recommendation to form a
committee of user groups and citi-
zens.”

Town Attorney Bob Cockren said
the Code Review committee, which
has grappled with the over develop-
ment issue for more than three years,
should retain control. “To send it out
to another group to look at again – the
work’s already been done.”

Mr. Cockren said he preferred
bringing the “stakeholders” into the
committee’s discussion rather than
“creating another body who doesn’t
have the background.”

Second Ward Councilman Vicki
Kimmins told Mr. Cockren, “Tom
(Bigosinski) and I are brand new to
this. We were not part of this three-

year study.”
Councilman Foerst said the changes

now made to the FAR definition don’t
need to be “wholesale.” He said he
doesn’t want to “throw out the com-
pleted work and start from scratch.”

He said, “If there is any committee
that the mayor would want to appoint
it should a small, unbiased group who
do have expertise. It can’t go on for-
ever. We’re already at 40 demos this
year. This is not getting any better.
It’s enough talk. We’ve studied this to
death.”

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said it would be “anti-productive to
hand this off the work to a group of
citizens.” He proposed a mayor-ap-

pointed committee with four mem-
bers of council. He said “This ensures
that the input brought to the table is
processed by the people who need to
process it – and that is elected offi-
cials.”

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky asked
Councilman Foerst to meet with his
committee and bring back recom-
mendations. The mayor will then ap-
point a committee based on that in-
put.

Second Ward Jo Ann Neylan said
the council should look to find a “rea-
sonable point.” She said, “People are
going to have to give up some poten-
tial economic benefit for preserving

Community Honors Petix
For Service to Westfield HS

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Community
members and Westfield High School
(WHS) faculty and administrators
recognized WHS Principal Robert
Petix’s 32-year career at WHS at a
ceremony last Wednesday evening.

The WHS Parent Teacher Stu-
dent Organization (PTSO) hosted
the reception in the school’s stu-
dent center. Dr. Petix arrived with
his wife, Suzanne Jacobus, the chair
of the school’s foreign languages
department. The two greeted at-
tendees before and after the cer-
emony.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky issued
a proclamation
recognizing Dr.
Petix’s “strong and
sustained commit-
ment to (the
town’s) youth.”
According to the
mayor, more than
10,000 students
have graduated
WHS while he was
principal. “The
quality of educa-
tion here at (WHS)
has a lot to do with
(Dr. Petix’s) efforts,” he said.

Dr. Petix, who came to WHS in
1974 as assistant principal, has
been its principal since 1980. Dur-
ing his tenure, the school has un-
dergone many capital improve-
ments, including the three-story
science wing, Robert and Linda
Foose Memorial Library, student
center and renovations to the guid-
ance suite, auditorium, gymnasium
and courtyard.

Mayor Skibitsky commended Dr.
Petix’s commitment to student
rights and his dedication to provide
an environment where students and
teachers can interact freely.

Dr. Petix commented on his ex-
perience, drawing parallels between
WHS and his own high school ex-
perience. “I went to the
Lawrenceville School, which has
much tradition,” he said. “When I

came to Westfield High School, I
was excited about the history and
traditions alive here.”

Dr. Petix noted the quality of the
faculty. “Surrounding myself with
teachers has been a wonderful ex-
perience. I don’t think the general
public knows how hard teachers
work, how much they care,” he said.

Most of all, he said he enjoyed
interacting with the student body
and wished his position as princi-
pal did not require him to limit his
time with students. “I loved spend-
ing time with the kids when I was
assistant principal,” he said, recall-
ing an experience learning Italian
from a student during her lunch

periods. “When I
became principal,
I wanted to make
it as easy as pos-
sible for teachers
to interact with
students.”

With regard to
his successor, Dr.
Petix said he
hoped the future
principal would
agree that the
“freedom of Hi’s
Eye (from admin-

istrative prior review) is non-nego-
tiable.” He also hopes the open lunch
program will continue.

PTSO President Lisa
Quackenbush thanked Dr. Petix, re-
calling her first interaction with him
at an elementary school PTO meet-
ing. She said she had been quietly
sitting at the meeting when a man
sitting next to her had noticed she
had a strong opinion about an issue
and told her to “speak what’s on
your mind.”

Ms. Quackenbush thanked Dr.
Petix for standing up for freedom
of expression and for giving stu-
dents “bits of freedom that teach
them how to handle real-world situ-
ations.”

Dr. Petix told The Westfield
Leader, “It’s been a wonderful ex-
perience. It’s all about learning and
the kids.”

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
REFLECTING…WHS Principal
Robert Petix speaks at the reception
in his honor as Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky looks on.
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Verizon Proposes Fiber Optic TV for
Garwood; Plans Shape Up for Rec. Center

By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Representatives
from Verizon New Jersey Inc. ad-
dressed the borough council Tuesday
night about providing Verizon FiOS
TV (Fiber Optic Services) to Garwood
residents.

Darian Gill, Verizon franchise man-
ager of Video Solutions for FiOS,
told the council members, “We are
committed to bringing competition
and choice to the residents of
Garwood. We are not trying to re-
place Comcast, (we just want to) com-
pete against them.”

Garwood would be among the first
communities in New Jersey to ben-
efit from the fiber-to-the-premises
(FTTP) initiative, Verizon officials
told the council. This new network
deployment would offer Garwood
the largest voice, data and video pipe-
line in the home, company officials
said.

The Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) found that cable
rates are 16 percent lower in areas
with wire line cable TV competition,
according to the FCC’s Report on
Cable Industry Prices dated February
4, 2005.

Mr. Gill said Verizon FiOS offers
high definition channels, video on
demand, all fiber-all digital chan-
nels, parental controls, pay-per-

view, dual tuner Digital Video Re-
corder (DVR) – with which the con-
sumer can pause or rewind live TV

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

News Alert
The Westfield Board of Educa-

tion has selected a new principal
for Westfield High School. De-
tails will become available at
goleader.com as soon as they are
released.

courtesy of the Westfield Fire Department
SCHOOL ARSON…The Westfield Fire Department responded to an arson fire
at Edison Intermediate School on Tuesday afternoon. Juveniles allegedly set
tackling dummies and other athletic equipment in a shed outside the school. A
police investigation is underway.

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader
CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES…Construction workers drive beams into the
ground to support the future age-restricted housing units that James Ward is
building on Prospect Street at the site of the former Statistical Research Inc.
building.

MS Parents Express Concern
Over Teacher, Admin. Tension

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Parents ex-
pressed concern at Mountainside
Board of Education Tuesday night
over the “tense relationship” between
teachers and administrators.

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Richard O’Malley said the tension
has developed because of issues con-
cerning changes proposed by the
district’s administration.

As a result of parents concern Mr.
O’Malley said he has formed a com-
munications committee with two
teachers and two members of the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA).

“We sat down and discussed better
ways to communicate these issues
and it was a very positive experi-
ence,” Mr. O’Malley said.

Parents, including Berri Duswalt,
said they were concerned from “first-
hand” conversations with teachers that
the tension will drip into the class-
room.

“Morale around the teachers is low.
When morale is low people don’t
perform, and in order for our teach-
ers’ morale to improve they need to
be respected and heard,” Ms. Duswalt
said.

“We are concerned that if the
teacher is not happy it will affect our
children,” Sheri Bolkcom said.

Another offshoot of the tension has
been rumors that have been circulat-
ing by e-mail to parents and staff
about Mr. O’Malley and members of
the staff. One such rumor addressed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Remember Dad Sunday. Happy Father’s Day.


