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POLICE BLOTTER

Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader (left), courtesy of Megan Vandervort (center), submitted to goleader.com (right)

ALL SMILES…WHS seniors Alex Kao, Annie Peyton, Carrie Palumbo and Kevin McAlister pose before heading off to prom; STRIKE A POSE…Jenna, Kayla and
Megan Vandervort dance the night away at the prom; ALL DRESSED UP…Seniors gather for pictures before the prom.

Hillcrest Academy Meeting
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“Students are referred here for several reasons; some are academically
failing, some are here for disciplinary
reasons…they could be classified as
‘disaffected’,” he said. “There are kids
here – a very small number – who are
on probation because of offenses. Students have been found to have box
cutters and pen knives, but no guns.”
One resident said, “This neighborhood is very angry. We feel that we
have been good neighbors, and all of
us have children going through the
school system. We want all students
to have an opportunity to a good
education. We are extremely disappointed in your behavior (Mr.
Hartnett) and Dr. Foley’s behavior.”
Westfield Police Officer and concerned parent Scott Rodger addressed
the panel from his seat. “The student
body of this school has changed this
year. We are concerned for our safety
and well-being of our neighborhoods.”
Mr. Hartnett said, “If anyone is interested, we could form a committee;
we would work with that committee.”
Dana Downer, a former student of
the UCESC’s Centennial High
School, which was located at the facility as of last year, said, “I understand your concerns about the kids
here. I am a sophomore in college;
this program does a lot more for students than you realize. I was in WHS
(Westfield High School), and I had a
GPA of 1.7, I left here with a 2.7.”
“To generalize about what happened
to you is not fair; these kids are not all
bad. The point is, I am not a hoodlum,
I’m not violent,” Ms. Downer said.
Another resident said, “We were
never listened to since 1982. I have
lived here for 31 years…we are ap-

palled that Dr. Foley is not here. We
appreciate the help that we (the district)
give; we just don’t want it here. I am
sorry if it sounds like ‘not in my backyard,’ but it is. Not in my backyard.”
A senior citizen and resident who
lives across the street from the school
said, “What concerns me about this
meeting is that I have found that so
many of these problems, and there are
problems here…the problem seems to
me to be primarily of communication.”
“We need to be open. Open communication – that is how things are
resolved. The lack of communication
leads up to increasing feelings of
mistrust,” she said.
Captain Wayman said, “The number of calls to Hillcrest from September to present, a nine-month period of
time, is 37 times – about once a week.”
“The majority of the 37 calls here –
about nine – have been behavior issues,
classified as incorrigible juvenile delinquents, such as giving a teacher a
hard time, not conforming with the
standards of the school,” he said.
Hillcrest School Principal Jason
Balsamello confirmed that there have
been no police incidents since the
UCESC has employed a full-time
police officer at the facility in May.
“We are more than willing to sit
down, but I don’t get the impression
that this group is willing to do this,”
Mr. Hartnett said.
Ms. Hopper and Ms. Stern said
they have put together a petition to
terminate the BOE leasing of the facility. They said they have collected
232 signatures to date.
“We will continue to gather signatures as long as the issue is unresolved,” Ms. Stern said.

Westfield Planning Board
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stating that sub-specialty doctors do
not need as many parking spaces for
their office. He argued that sub-specialty doctors divide their time between performing surgery and visiting their patients at hospitals.
Dr. Sales had testified last month that
the proposed medical practice would
see patients on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays, and that the offices will
be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. during the
week for business purposes.
Dr. Sales noted that he, along with
six other partners, operate in other areas, and that the Westfield office would
accommodate local patients. His practice would be closely linked to Overlook and Rahway hospitals, where his
colleagues perform surgeries.
In other business, the planning

board unanimously approved a minor subdivision of property on 700
Clark Street by builder Jonathon
Gabriel, who plans to demolish existing housing and construct two new
single-family dwellings.
Mr. Gabriel showed planning board
members and neighbors renderings
of the two planned houses, which will
be of Tutor and Victorian style.
Neighbor Roseanne Kurstedt told
board members that the house to be
demolished was built in 1863. Board
Chairman Vince Wilt replied that there
nothing that the planning board could
do about the demolition, as the house
“is not in a historic area.”
The next planning board meeting,
which is scheduled for Thursday, July
13, will begin at 8 p.m.

Kean, Menendez Win N.J.
Primaries for unopposed
U.S.inSenate
primaries and will face
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The New Jersey U.S. Senate race officially began
Tuesday when Republican State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield and
incumbent Democratic U.S. Senator
Robert Menendez defeated primary
opponents John Ginty and James
Kelly, respectively.
Republicans have not captured a
U.S. Senate seat from New Jersey
since 1972. Former Rep. Bob Franks
garnered 48 percent of the popular
vote but lost to now-Governor Jon
Corzine in 2000.
In other races, Rep. Michael Ferguson
of New Providence and Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood ran

each other in the Seventh Congressional District race. Also, Union
County Freeholders Deborah Scanlon
of Union, Alexander Mirabella of
Fanwood and Chester Holmes of
Rahway won primaries for their party’s
nominations for reelection over challengers Michael Romano, Stanley
Moskal and Joseph Aviles. They will
face Republicans Diane Barabas of
Westfield, Mountainside Councilman
Glenn Mortimer and Patricia
Quattrocchi of Garwood.
Bruce Paterson filed as an independent candidate for Garwood mayor
against Mayor Dennis McCarthy. Republicans did not file a candidate for
mayor.

Westfield Board of Ed.
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tion and seek more input from the
public, the faculty and the staff of
these elementary schools,” she said.
Mr. Foley said, “For people who
are willing to accept change, I still
haven’t figured out what change you
are willing to accept. I don’t see this
as an upheaval…I have had communication from staff and parents that
support my decision.”
He said that Westfield is “the most
fortunate community in the world. Our
challenges are nothing compared to
what other communities are facing.”
WHS student Josh Schwartz, who
operates the lighting equipment at
the auditorium, addressed the board.
“In sixth grade, I had three science
teachers, and I can say that none of us
gained anything from that change. A
school is not for administrators or
teachers; it is for students. I’m asking
the board to not accept this change.”
He received a standing ovation from
the public.
Board President Anne Riegel addressed the public. “The board agreed
with Dr. Foley’s decision unanimously. There is making a change, it
is not done in any way to demote or
insult either of these two principals.
There were choices (given to these
principals) and they accepted this.”
Board member Julia Walker said,
“This is one of the most difficult
votes that I am making as a board
member. My children go to Wilson.
As a board member, our job is not to
get involved with the day-to-day of
the district – that is up to Dr. Foley.

We didn’t find his rationale to be
arbitrary or capricious.”
“The communication made to Wilson and Washington parents could
have been better,” she said.
Board member Beth Cassie, chair
of the citizen’s advisory committee on
enrollment, said, “The board’s role is
not to run the schools, but to see that
they are well run. There are people
who support this move. I support the
superintendent’s decision.”
The board heard Mr. Foley’s report
regarding the conversion of the Lincoln School building to a centralized
kindergarten, rather than creating two
northside/southside early childhood
centers. This plan would have to be
presented to the public as a bond and
could cost about $6 million.
“We have to look at redistricting as
part of this plan, especially looking at
the gardens to be redistricted to
Franklin,” he said. “Part of any plan is
that there will be redistricting.”
Regarding the high-school principal search, there will be five finalists’
interviews on Friday, June 9 with a
committee. Mr. Foley will then select
three candidates to meet with the BOE
next Tuesday in private session.
The next meeting will take place
on Wednesday, June 21. The board
will discuss the conversion of Lincoln School to a centralized kindergarten facility and the lease Union
County Educational Services Commission holds on the building. It will
also introduce the new high-school
principal to the board and the public.

photo courtesy of Kathy Dunn

PHOTO SHOOT...Claire Macdonald, Justin Cesario, Lane Maloney, Adam
Lorentzen, Shanna Quackenbush, Matt Early, David Dunn, Claire Albanese, Val
Keil, Steve Morrison, Drew Skibitsky and Ali Donohue gather the Lorentzen
home before prom.

June 2006 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
Starting on June 18, the Library will be open from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
for the summer.

ADULT PROGRAMS
June 9
June 14
June 16
June 23
June 27
June 30

1:30 PM
10:00 AM
1:30 PM
1:30 PM
7:00 PM
1:30 PM

TGIF: VD Day
Computer Class: Genealogy
TGIF: Botanical Gardens
TGIF: Blues Musicians
Author, Helen-Chantal Pike: Asbury Park
TGIF: Emily Dickinson

TEEN PROGRAMS
June 13
June 14
June 15
June 19

7-10:00 PM
7-10:00 PM
7-10:00 PM
All Day

June 10
June 19
June 26
June 27
June 28
June 28
June 29
June 29
June 29
June 30

1:00 PM
All Day
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
6:30 PM
10:00 AM
2:00 PM
4:00 PM
10:00 PM

Teen Study Time
Teen Study Time
Teen Study Time
Registration for Online Summer Reading Begins

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Decorate the Library Quilt Project
Registration for Summer Reading Begins
Baby Rhyme Time
Preschool Storytime
Mother Goose Group
Chess
Tots Storytime
Preschool Storytime
Creative Dramatics
Color/Shape Bingo

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.
Call the library for further information.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org

Westfield
Wednesday, May 31, Lenin Quijada,
25, of West New York was arrested at the
West New York Police Department on an
outstanding $623 Westfield criminal warrant. He was released after posting bail.
Wednesday, May 31, Terrell Williams,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Clark Street on an outstanding $500 traffic warrant issued by Scotch Plains. Williams posted bail and was released.
Thursday, June 1, Ju Kim, 42, of Staten
Island, N.Y. was arrested at Central Avenue and East Broad Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI). Kim
was released to a responsible individual.
Friday, June 2, Glenn Robert Straffi,
51, of Colonia was arrested during a motor vehicle stop at Central and North
Avenues and charged with DWI and refusal to submit to an alcotest. He was
released to his wife pending a court date.
Saturday, June 3, Ljupco Pasevski, 31,
of West Paterson was arrested and charged
with DWI pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at Lamberts Mill Road and Bayberry
Lane. He was released to a responsible
individual.
Saturday, June 3, Thomas Bowden, 19,
of Clark and four male juveniles were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Park Street and charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous
substance/under 50 grams of suspected
marijuana; underage possession of alcohol and possession of fireworks.
Bowden was released on his own recognizance pending a court date. The
juveniles, a 17-year-old and a 14-yearold from Clark, a 15-year-old from
Cranford and a 15-year-old from
Bridgewater, were released to their parents or another responsible adult.
Sunday, June 4, Olenka Pawlyshyn,
19, of Maplewood was arrested following a motor vehicle stop at Benson Place
and charged with DWI. She was held at
Westfield police headquarters until sober
and then released with several summonses.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 30, a student at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School said she
received numerous unwanted phone calls
from another student.
Wednesday, May 31, a resident of
Montague Avenue reported that several
rings were taken from her residence.
Wednesday, May 31, Mitch Cohen,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana and
possession of marijuana with the intent to
distribute. The detective bureau arrested
the suspect after a week-long investigation, police said. Cohen was processed
and transported to the Union County jail.
Friday, June 2, Randolph Reina, 45, of
Edison was arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after responding
to a disturbance call on Plainfield Avenue. Reina was processed and released
with a summons, police said.

Friday, June 2, Janet Schafer, 30, of
Roselle Park was arrested and charged with
DWI. Police made the arrest as part of an
investigation of a possible hit and run accident, police said. Officers reported that that
they noticed an odor of alcohol on Schafer’s
breath. Schafer was arrested, processed and
released with a summons, police said.
Saturday, June 3, Daniel Piccola, 19, of
Fanwood was arrested and charged with
criminal mischief after an investigation
into a call from a Jerusalem Road business. Police said Piccola was observed
driving his vehicle over the lawn. The
suspect was processed and released with
a summons, police said.
Fanwood
Tuesday, May 30, Henry Balbuena, 39,
of Rahway was arrested for outstanding
warrants out of Teaneck and Passaic following a motor vehicle stop on South Ave.
Tuesday, May 30, Deborah McClendon,
43, of Scotch Plains was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue for outstanding warrants out of
Milburn, Hillside and Cranford. Ronald
McClendon, 49, of Scotch Plains who was
a passenger in the vehicle was also arrested
and charged with an active warrant out of
Irvington, police said.
Thursday, June 1, Vincent Gubernat,
38, of Fanwood was arrested in the 500
block of North Avenue following a motor
vehicle stop, which revealed an active
warrant out of South Brunswick.
Thursday, June 1, Verna Dillard, 56, of
Roselle was arrested on an outstanding
Mountainside warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.
Friday, June 2, Michael Niotis, 34, of
Roselle Park was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop, which revealed and
outstanding warrant out of Union.
Friday, June 2, Althia Fiorentino, 34,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstanding Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
Saturday, June 3, Cynthia Dotoli, 44,
of Springfield was arrested on an active
Union County Sheriff’s no bail warrant.
She was also charged with displaying a
false insurance card and possessing a
false insurance card, police said.
Sunday, June 4, Danielle Marino, 39,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding Fanwood warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.
Sunday, June 4, Kevin Crowley, 49, of
Plainfield was arrested on an active
Somerville warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
Sunday, June 4, Regan Edwards, 34, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue, which
revealed an outstanding Union warrant.
Sunday, June 4, Sean Burger, 28, of
Staten Island was arrested on South Avenue for a outstanding Fanwood warrant
following a field investigation.
Monday, June 5, Nancy Siganoff, 45,
of Edison was arrested on a Woodbridge
warrant following a field investigation.

Recreation Commission
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which he said he has been requesting
from the organization since November.
He said that intercounty teams were
given 16 total scheduled games on
the Houlihan and Fay fields for the
spring 2006 season, while traveling
teams practice on the fields three times
per week. “I think it’s wrong that the
kids don’t get a chance to step on the
field,” he said.
One of Mr. Oberlander’s players,
Emily Hutchinson, said she has never
been given the opportunity to play on
either field. Tom Gockel, another
long-time Westfield soccer coach, said
he was not happy with the field allocation, while George Kusick, a lacrosse and soccer coach, said he was
hoping to see the same “diversity” for
time distribution for soccer as was
given to lacrosse teams.
Commissioner Debbie Judd said she
was “sympathetic to the rub between
travel and intercounty,” having dealt
with it when her own children were
playing on intercounty teams. However, she said while it is the recreation
commission’s responsibility to ensure
that all of the different sports organizations get fair treatment on use of the
fields, she would be “concerned to see
the commission take a role in the internal affairs of Westfield soccer.”
When asked what percentage of field
time he felt intercounty teams should
receive, Mr. Oberlander said he has
asked for “fair allocation” and to have
input during the scheduling process.
Commission Chairman Jim Marvin
said it would be better if the issues
could be “resolved internally” and that
he would be “reluctant to get involved
since it would change everything.” He

agreed to consider sending a commission member to act as a “silent liaison”
at future WSA meetings.
Program Coordinator Traci Kastner
talked about the “Senior Social”
monthly luncheon that is attended by
15 to 20 seniors. Mamma Lou’s Deli
of Westfield will provide sandwiches
and beverages, while the American
Red Cross and the Union County
Division of Aging have given presentations. The next speaker will be Gail
Cassidy, who will talk about “retiring
to your passion.”
Opening day at Westfield Memorial Pool had a “dismal” turnout due
to the rain last Saturday, according to
Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann.
He also noted that swim team registration was held on Monday and registration for swimming lessons started
on June 1 and will be ongoing.
Mr. Kaufmann said that the Department of Public Works (DPW) field
crew assigned to field maintenance
continues to “receive compliments”
on its work. The DPW has begun trash
pickup at the fields on weekends, which
“is necessitated by the overflowing
cans that meet game goers.”
He said that the problem is that there
are “not enough workers assigned to
these types of jobs” and that the field
crew is helping with trash removal in
an attempt to better the situation.
He announced June 19 as a tentative meeting date for a joint citizen
input meeting to discuss the Memorial Park master plan and the addition
of sidewalks on Scotch Plains Avenue with recreation and public works
officials. He said surveyors have been
out on the road for the past month.

Quality of Life Issue:
Westfield’s Last Chance for Public
Comment on FAA Airspace Redesign Plans
………cut out and mail before July 1, 2006…...................
Dear Steve Kelley of the Federal Aviation Administration,
O I believe the FAA should focus on decreasing aircraft
noise over residential neighborhoods in Union
County, New Jersey.
O I oppose the proposed FAA airspace redesign plans
that increase the number of airplanes that fly over
Westfield, New Jersey.
O I oppose the proposed FAA airspace redesign plans
that lower the altitude of airplanes that fly over
Westfield, New Jersey.
O I support the proposed Ocean Routing airspace
redesign plan which routes aircraft over the ocean
and allows planes to gain altitude before flying over
residential neighborhoods.
____________________
Signature

____________________
Address

Mail before 7/1 to Steve Kelley, FAA-NAR,
c/o Michael Merrill 2005 Sunrise Valley Rd.
Reston, VA 20191 Email faa.deis@ngc.com
Paid Bulletin Board
………………………………cut………………………………….

