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Poets Provide Levity, Hope for
Peace During Troubling Times

Superintendent Choye Says Goodbye
To SP-F Community After 13 Years

It has been an honor and a privilege to
serve as your superintendent of schools
for the last 13 years. I appreciate the
opportunity to have worked with so many
wonderful people and will always trea-
sure the memories of my time here. I
especially appreciate the caliber of people
I have worked with in this community –
board members (23 in all), administra-
tors, supervisors, teachers, secretaries,
aides and custodians – each and every one
of whom has wanted the best for our
students and made me better at my job.

I cannot tell you how rare it is for a
superintendent to enjoy that perfect com-
bination of committed board of education
members, an outstanding staff, wonder-
ful students and a caring and supportive
community. I believe that together we
have accomplished a great deal. I have
tried to determine the district’s priorities
by encouraging collegial discussions that
focus on the big picture, not just day-to-
day problems. I am confident that the
many things that began on my watch will
be sustained or further developed.

I am grateful to the elected officials of
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Union
County for their support of our public
schools; to local law enforcement offi-
cials for their constant cooperation and
vigilance; to the local Ministerium for
their leadership and guidance and to the
service organizations of our community

for their generous support of our students
and their modeling of good citizenship. I
am especially grateful to the members of
our PTAs for serving as child advocates
for all our students and to the parents who
have been partners with me in serving the
wonderful young people who have been
entrusted to us.

My focus has always been on students
and learning. I continue to be proud of the
many, many accomplished young people
who have passed through our schools
during my time here. Not only have our
students begun the process of life-long
learning in our schools, but more impor-
tantly, they have also learned to be caring
and generous citizens along the way. Our
students give back in so many extraordi-
nary ways.

While I will always remember them for
their accomplishments in the classrooms,
on the athletic fields, on the stage and in
so many extracurricular and community
activities, it is the students’ generosity
and kindness that have truly touched my
heart. I will always remember fondly
their smiles and their giving spirit.

Farewell to all, and thank you for the
unique and wonderful opportunity you
gave me to lead the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools.

Carol B. Choye
Superintendent of Schools

Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Westfield Resident Calls for Town
Preservation after Rippe Observations

I agree wholeheartedly with your re-
cent article about developers’ tear-downs
throughout Westfield and particularly with
the observations made by Mr. Rippe.

I’ve seen the large house going up
adjacent to his. Its cookie-cutter “archi-
tecture” does not fit with the character of
that neighborhood – or the town. The
trees they cut and the crater they dug to
squeeze in that house are akin to real-
estate strip mining. It is hard to under-
stand why a town like ours does not
regulate this kind of destruction.

Every person who cares about our town
should call, write to and meet with our

town’s zoning and elected officials and
ask them take action and protect our neigh-
borhoods. Speculative demolition and
development are eroding Westfield’s
character and turning it into an upscale
Anytown, USA.

When I was growing up in the Rocky
Mountains of Montana, the main attrac-
tion was its undeveloped landscape. Over
the last 20 years, most of that state’s
natural beauty and small communities
were turned into resorts and tract-housing
subdivisions. It’s no different in count-
less other areas around the United States.

The bottom line is that the value of our
homes relates mostly to the feeling of the
community where they’re located. And
towns like Westfield are an endangered
species. We have an active downtown,
mature neighborhoods with homes of clas-
sic character and up until recently, a com-
munity relatively free of aggressive sta-
tus-consciousness.

We must demand more regulation and
enforcement or all these things will disap-
pear. Westfield’s shopping districts will
be filled entirely with mall stores – a
process that has already begun. Our neigh-
borhoods will be filled with “faux cha-
teaux.” If we don’t act, this will all hap-
pen literally right next door to each and
every one of us.

Paul Hagar
Westfield

Pebble Beach Resident Contributes to
Westfield WWII Memorial

I was a resident of Westfield from 1934
to 1962. My father was a resident from
1930 to 1981. Realize that I do not get The
[Westfield] Leader until about three weeks
after publication so I am never right up to
date.

This [letter] is related to Thomas
Hogaboom’s June 15th letter to the edi-
tor. It seems puzzling that a town as
affluent as Westfield could not quickly
raise the $33,000 for the [World War II]
memorial. Simply, that is 330 homes at
$100 each. Though $100 is only 10 per-
cent of what some gave, it would be
sufficient.

For those of us outside Westfield, it
was a difficult task to find out where to
send the money. United Way of Westfield
is not in telephone information or the
Internet. After many efforts, for those
interested the address is:

WW II Memorial
United Way of Westfield
301 North Avenue, W

Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-2113.

Marshall Howard
Pebble Beach, CA.

Editor’s Note: Westfield United Way
Director Linda Maggio was put in con-
tact with Mr. Howard, and she provided
the following information.

Dear Marshall Howard, Our web site is
www.westfieldunitedway.org. For your
information, $30,000 has been raised to
date for the WWII Memorial. Checks are
to be made payable to the Westfield United
Way with WWII Memorial on the memo
line of the check. Our address is 301
North Ave. West, Westfield, NJ 07090.

Marshall, I’m sorry you had problems
finding us, but this should bring you up to
date.

Linda Maggio
Executive Director

Westfield United Way

Lost Family Dog
Wrigley Was Found

Thank you so much for running the
picture of Wrigley and the write up about
her. Luckily she was found and she is safe
back home with us. It is so nice to have a
local paper that cares so much about the
people (and pets) of Westfield. On that
note, the entire community of Westfield
was so kind in their search for Wrigley.

We have always looked forward to
reading The [Westfield] Leader on Thurs-
day. We will now enjoy it even more.
Thank you again.

The Kane Family
Westfield

Westfielder Writes on Issue of Cutting
Down Trees on Private Property

It is an offense to many of us to see that
healthy native trees are cut down to make
way for whatever a homeowner fancies.
The Westfield Leader features a photo on
page one of its July 20 issue with the
caption “Neighbors …regret that the Tree
Preservation Commission is powerless to
review such matters.” The mayor of a
nearby town, in response to a similar
devastation in his community, explained
the difficulty of political intervention by
referring to the authority of private prop-
erty rights.

We use the term “private property
rights” as if we were referring to the
sacred. In fact, governments violate pri-
vate property rights whenever they need
to, and defend it under the aegis of “emi-
nent domain.”

It is unfortunate that the rights of the
individual have come to supercede the

needs of the community. But there is a
common sense rule of thumb that I think
needs to be considered. The right of one
individual is also the right of all individu-
als.

If one citizen in Westfield can cut down
all his trees, then we all have the right to
cut down all of our trees. Should we try it?
If one citizen can blast a boom box on the
street, then we can all do it. Should we all
do it?

There is good reason to be annoyed
with residents who cut down trees. Obvi-
ously, they destroy flora and fauna that
are part of an ecosystem. But, beyond
that, they disregard the needs of their
community and the wishes of their neigh-
bors. And, in so doing, they put them-
selves above their community.

Elisa Sananman
Westfield

If You Go to New Orleans,
You Will Have a Great Time

I recently attended my niece’s wed-
ding in New Orleans.

As some of you know, most of my
wife’s family lives in the New Orleans
area. Many of them suffered greatly from
Hurricane Katrina, including my sister-
in-law, who lost her home.

Just beyond the French Quarter, the
ruins of the city remain indescribable.
Entire neighborhoods still stand vacant
with house after house sitting empty and
broken. You can drive for blocks at a time
without seeing a single person. The doors
and windows of abandoned homes are
left open. My sister-in-law’s house, once
the center for family gatherings, sits bar-
ren and stripped to the studs. Her neigh-
borhood once looked very similar to parts
of Westfield with beautiful homes, parks
and numerous businesses. It is now a
ghost town with uninterrupted miles of
destroyed buildings.

As the one-year anniversary of Katrina
approaches, I urge all of you not to forget
the Crescent City. Please remember the

city when considering your charitable
donations and political choices. Please
also consider planning your next vacation
to New Orleans.

Amazingly, much of the French Quar-
ter and Garden District survived and is
largely intact. During my trip, I stayed at
a great hotel, heard incredible music, ate
in many wonderful restaurants, shopped
in beautiful stores and strolled down ro-
mantic and historic streets. I never felt
unsafe.

If you go to New Orleans, you will
have a great time. More importantly, your
tourism dollars will directly aid unbeliev-
ably courageous people who are strug-
gling to rebuild their lives, their homes
and their businesses. They will welcome
you warmly and inspire you by their per-
severance.

Please don’t forget New Orleans. It is
a unique city that still requires America’s
prayers and support.

Michael Connolly
Westfield

In these troubling times, turning on the nightly
news might be confused with masochism. A search
for levity certainly won’t be found amid pictures and
satellite feeds of nightly bombing raids in Haifa and
Beirut. The days of reporting on the status of Nick
Lachey and Jessica Simpson’s divorce are no more.

Last week, between sectarian violence in Iraq,
daily unrest in Israel and Lebanon and a quake
triggering a tsunami in Indonesia, the news can only
make a fatalist’s day. However, unless we succumb
to the dystopian world we awake to and start a
Rapture blog, there are voices clamoring for peace,
some through poetic means.

Poetry, throughout time, has acted as a social,
political and economical barometer to its corre-
sponding epoch. While the challenges have changed
from the Civil War to civil rights, poets have been a
stabilizing force, calling for non-violent ways of
ending conflict.

A poet of the Harlem Renaissance and a native of
Westfield, Langston Hughes of Downer Street at-
tacked the prevailing conflicts of his time by refut-
ing the idea that the end-of-days was inevitable,
specifically in the work “Some Day.”

“The pessimist says It always will. That I do not
believe. Some day, the savage within us will wear
away.”

Ultimately, poets are afforded the opportunity to
work in a medium that encourages idealistic thought.
Since most conflicts are caused by stringent hard-
line approaches and deep-seated religious conflicts,
one way to combat them and unite people is through
artistic expression and creativity.

No society has improved or overcome its prob-
lems by reliance on dogged thought alone. With
exposure to manifold belief structures and ideals,
poets are informed by all different forms of expres-
sion and can seek to achieve their own conclusion.

Fanwood poet Tom Plante believes that poets can

contribute to the peace process, especially after
exposure to different cultures and thought processes.
He said the “more you know people from different
countries, the harder it is to categorize them in one
camp or another. The more you read and understand
others’ points of view, then you aren’t as apt to be
violent with each other.”

Mr. Plante, who recently hosted a gala of famous
poets in Fanwood, dressed up as Walt Whitman.
Whitman, writing in the 19th century romantic pe-
riod, once simply wrote, “peace is always beautiful.”

Mahatma Gandhi, an international inspiration for
non-violence, used poetic means to achieve his
point of view as well. Never submitting to the urge
of violence, he wrote: “For I can see that in the midst
of death, life persists, in the midst of untruth, truth
persists, in the midst of darkness light persists.”

Gandhi wrote peace prayers for all denomina-
tions, including:  Hindu, Islamic, Christian, Jewish
and Shinto. Believing it may take many different
paths to realize the same goal of peace, he wrote
different messages with one overarching plea for
peace.

Under the Christian peace prayer, Gandhi writes:
“Blessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be
known as the Children of God. But I say to you: love
your enemy, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.
To those who strike you on the cheek, offer the other
also; and from those who take away your cloak, do not
withhold your coat as well. Give to everyone who
begs from you; and, to those who take away your
goods, do not ask them again. And as you wish that
others would do unto you, do so unto them as well.”

Throughout time and place, poets have espoused
words of peace. Though events, which impacted
their works are diverse and dissimilar, the need for
peace and the search for it through poetic means will
endure.

At $3; It’s One for Exxon, One for
Saudi Arabia and One for Iran

Did you ever wonder why it is difficult to fit your
SUV into a parking spot at the Northside Train
Station parking lot in Westfield? Some of the spots
are so skinny. One nearly snaps off their side view
mirror on the Land Rover next to them while
pulling in. When one opens their door and dings
the side panel of the car alongside them, it is only
a precursor to squeezing that extra helping of pasta
that is expanding one’s waistline – necessitating
one to extrude out of their Escalade.

The painter of the stripes did not make a mistake
when setting up the parking spot widths. Those
parking spots were purposely made thinner in
response to a time long, long ago, when there was
a thing known as the energy crisis. Way back then,
government demanded more fuel-efficient cars,
which meant they were smaller – called sub-
compacts. The town even made the parking spots
smaller in response.

The stripes are still on the parking lot, but
automakers skirted the law and government turned
its head – the fuel-efficiency law did not apply to
trucks. So, came the birth of the SUV. Truck

frames were fitted with passenger bodies and
more and more amenities were thrown in. Buyers
responded and fell in love with the behemoths.

Moving that much steel and plastic around re-
quires considerable energy. Gasoline companies
again were happy and the big five oil companies
are making unheard of profits – more than any a
corporation has ever made before.

Of course, our trade deficit keeps spiraling to
new records and our own doing is enriching our
enemies. When you say ‘filler up’ next time at
more than $3 per gallon, remember, it’s one for
Exxon, one for Saudi Arabia and one for Iran.

All the lessons learned in past energy crises have
been for naught. The technology developed in the
1970s has been shelved and mostly forgotten.
Government leadership is non-existent. Personal
discipline and conservation are no longer in our
vocabulary.

So, we must not be in an energy crisis today. Our
leaders say nothing and our consumption contin-
ues to set new records. Our knowledge and ability
atrophy as our dollars go up in flames.

WF Resident asks,
Protect the Environment

It is a deep concern to see gracious
homes with spacious lawns and large old
trees being demolished and replaced by
over-sized houses which cramp the lots
and tower over their neighbors. Visitors
to Westfield always remark about the
stately trees which enhance the beauty of
the town, but these are rapidly being
destroyed, not only changing the quality
of the area but altering the water table and
causing flooding.

Perhaps it is time to consider stricter
building codes and more environmental
protection. As the population ages there
will be a greater need for ranch-style
homes with fewer stairs, but there will be
none.

Gwendolyn Buttermore
Westfield
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Worldnet Note
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times are unable to
reply to e-mail from senders employing
the services of Worldnet. We hear you
but you can’t hear us. Notifications to
Worldnet of this problem have not led
to them correcting the problem.

Until this problem is corrected, The
Leader/Times suggests that another e-
mail system be used to communicate
with us.

Upload and Feedback
For critical, large files, multiple pho-

tographs and assured delivery of items
to our newspapers, you can upload di-
rect to our server at goleader.com/up-
load. Call (908) 232-4407 for username
and password that are required for this
procedure.

You can also provide text direct to us
on the Internet at goleader.com/feed-
back. This avoids possible problems
with e-mail.

Reader Applauds
Interfaith Relations

As a Christian Gentile woman who has
a relative who converted to Judaism, I’m
proud of the late Sister Rose Thering,
who taught at Seton Hall University and
who has accomplished a lot of good in
interfaith relations.

It would be wonderful if there were a
Messianic center in the Westfield-
Garwood-Cranford area, where Catho-
lics, Messianic Jews and Protestants could
worship the Lord together.

I really enjoy your paper, The Westfield
Leader and the Westfield area with its
beautiful, tree-lined streets.

Marty McLoughlin
Cranford

MVC Alters License
Plate Collections

TRENTON — The New Jersey Mo-
tor Vehicle Commission (MVC) will
stop accepting surrendered license
plates at all central inspection facili-
ties after the close of business on July
31, 2006.

To surrender license plates to MVC
after that date, visit any of the 45
Motor Vehicle Agencies. For more
information, please see
www.njmvc.gov or call (609) 292-
6500.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Gyneconitis – A place or apartment

reserve for women
2. Saurophagous – Subsisting on liz-

ards
3. Isopiestic – Indicating equal pres-

sure
4. Kopje – A hill with a steep side and

a flat top

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZADDICK
1. In Judaism, a righteous and just man
2. An arrow or arrowhead
3. A type of sweet onion
4. A water wheel with buckets

CHEONGSAM
1. A Chinese warlord of the seventh

through tenth century
2. Chinese high-necked, closefitting

dress with the skirt part way up the sides
3. A Chinese playwright
4. A Chinese saber of the Han Dynasty

ABDAL
1. A carpet maker
2. An Arabic street vender
3. A Mohammedan fanatic
4. An Islamic cleric

POMOLOGY
1. The study of the various types of soil
2. The art or science of raising fruit
3. The study of widespread epidemics

of catastrophic proportions
4. The art of fermenting flowers or

grasses to produce wine or liqueur


