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Westfield 5K Run Set
for Last Night

WESTFIELD — More than 1,800
runners were expected to participate
in the Annual 5K Run in downtown
Westfield starting at 7 p.m. last
evening, July 26.

Award ceremonies were scheduled
for 8 p.m. at Quimby and Elm Streets.

According to press releases, this
USATF-certified course is relatively
flat and runs through downtown
Westfield, Mindowaskin Park and
residential neighborhoods.

The event occurred after press
time. Photographs and a report on
the event will appear in next week’s
edition.

POLICE BLOTTER
Fanwood

Saturday, July 22, Shariff A. Newby,
28, of Vauxhall was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue for an outstanding warrant
out of Scotch Plains.

Saturday, July 22, Robyn L.
Simpson, 42, of Dunnellen was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant following a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue.

Sunday, July 23, Albert G.
Eastmond, 37, of Woodbridge was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road, which revealed
numerous outstanding warrants from
Middlesex County.

Sunday, July 23, Mark E. Waters,
35, of Rockaway Park, NY was ar-
rested on numerous outstanding
Union County warrants following a
motor vehicle stop on Westfield Road.

Monday, July 25, Moses L. James,
3rd, 28, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged for suspicion of DWI follow-
ing a one-car motor vehicle accident
on Martine Avenue.

Westfield
Wednesday, July 19, Jay Tomko,

19, of North Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at South
and Central Avenues on two outstand-
ing criminal warrants issued by
Piscataway, with bail totaling $1,000.

Thursday, July 20, Ed Singh-Baba,
22, of Westfield was arrested at the
Westfield Municipal Building on traf-
fic warrants from Westfield, for $500,
and Cranford, for $800. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, July 20, Richard Stesner,
23, of Bayonne was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
contempt of court traffic warrant is-
sued by Westfield. Stesner posted
$500 bail and was released.

Thursday, July 20, a resident of the
200 block of East South Avenue re-
ported a burglary to his residence in
which a laptop computer valued at
$1,600 was stolen.

Friday, July 21, Steven O. McIntyre,
21, of Roselle was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct while
at a Dartmoor Drive residence.
McIntyre allegedly refused to leave
the residence at the owner’s request
or to stop playing loud music and also
allegedly became uncooperative with
police at the scene. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters and later released with a sum-
mons.

Saturday, July 22, police arrested
Kelan P. Doyle, 24, of Garwood, Joel
Weir, 20, and Christian S. Gray, 21,
both of Scotch Plains after breaking
up an alleged fight between the three
in the 300 block of Mountain Avenue.
The men, all of whom were charged
with disorderly conduct, were re-
leased with summonses.

Monday, July 24, Robert Galati,
25, of Westfield responded to
Westfield police headquarters to sat-
isfy an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant for $500. He was released
after posting bail.

Monday, July 24, Latanya Bailey,
30, of Elizabeth was picked up at the
Scotch Plains Police Department on

outstanding warrants from Westfield
and Edison, each for $500, and Union
Township, for $150. She was held in
lieu of bail and transported to the
Union County jail.

Mountainside
Friday, July 21, a Queens Lane

resident reported that front door was
pried open.

Police said they noticed a foot print
of a work boot in the front entryway
that did not belong to the homeowner,
which was entered into evidence. Two
bedrooms were ransacked and the
back door was left open, police said.
The incident is under investigation
by police.

Saturday, July 22, a victim reported
his motor vehicle was burglarized
while parked in the lot of a Route 22
movie theater.

According to police, the suspect
gained entry to the vehicle by damag-
ing the driver side door lock. Re-
ported missing were numerous CDs
and two cellular phones. The total
value of items taken was approxi-
mately $750.

Saturday, July 22, Andre T. Parez,
20, of Ford, VA was arrested in the
parking lot of a Route 22 movie the-
ater and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and fraud. According to po-
lice, Parez and an accomplice were
attempting to get refunds on movie
ticket stubs that they had collected
from various patrons in order to get
cash refunds, but were unable to pro-
vide the cashier with the individuals
the stubs belonged to.

When the cashier notified the man-
ager, the suspect left the theater, po-
lice said. Parez was later apprehended
behind the theater and after an alter-
cation with police, was searched and
determined to be in possession of a
CDS, police said. He was arrested
and taken to headquarters for pro-
cessing.

Kareem J. George, 25, of Orange
was arrested and charged with theft
by deception, resisting arrest and pos-
session of under 50 grams of mari-
juana in the same incident.

Saturday, July 22, Gary D. Lewis,
25, of Newark was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
driver’s license following a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22 for fictitious
plates.

Sunday, July 23, Kwamane Clark,
32, of the Bronx, NY was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) and possession of a
stolen motor vehicle following a
motor vehicle stop for careless driv-
ing on Route 22.

Monday, July 24, Contreras V.
Santos, Jr., 24, of Bound Brook was
arrested and charged with exhibiting
a false driver’s license plate. Accord-
ing to police, Santos was stopped for
displaying fictitious plates and was
later arrested and charged with pre-
senting a counterfeit driver’s license,
which he admitted to purchasing for
$200, police said. The car the suspect
was driving was impounded for be-
ing unregistered and uninsured, po-
lice said.

“It (tax bill mailing) is about nor-
mal (this year),” she said.

“Until I got state aid figures I
couldn’t put an advertisement in the
paper,” she said.

Mountainside residents have until
Thursday, August 10, to pay their tax
bills. The borough’s tax office, located
in Borough Hall off of Route 22 and
New Providence Road, is open Mon-
day through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., to accept payments, according to
Tax Collector Patricia Scherer.

The Scotch Plains tax office will be
open for normal summer hours, Mon-
day through Wednesday, from 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Thursday 9 a.m. to 7:30
p.m. and on Friday from 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. The last date to pay taxes
without penalty in Scotch Plains is
Monday, August 21. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 322-6700, exten-
sion 210.

“Our bills went out yesterday (Mon-
day, July 24),” said Lori Majeski,
Scotch Plains chief financial officer
and tax collector. She said tax bills
are normally due August 10.

Garwood residents have until
Thursday, August 10, to pay tax bills.
The tax office at Borough Hall, 403
South Avenue, is open until 6:30
p.m. on Thursdays. Regular busi-
ness hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Residents can call the tax office at
(908) 789-0475.

Garwood Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said, “the bills are out.” She
said the state shutdown earlier this
month caused little disruption in the
tax bill schedule.

“We were prepared if it (state shut-
down) had been (extended),” Ms.
Ariemma said.
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RVSA Facility Privatization
Vote Ends in Stalemate

tion.
Commissioner Frank Mazzarella

of Clark, who would have been the
tiebreaker, was absent.

Supporting privatization were
Rosalie Berger of Springfield, Mr.
Kennedy, Charles Lombardo of
Garwood, Thomas McHale of
Kenilworth and James Murphy of
Cranford.

Mr. Landale and Mr. Chin both
said they thought it was “premature”
to proceed with an RFQ. Mr. Landale
requested a scope of the RFQ before
making the decision.

“We are putting the cart before the
horse,” he said. In addition, he said
the authority’s 2006 budget has no
provision for an RFQ.

“I don’t want to do an RFQ before
our towns meet about privatization,”
Ms. Papen said.

Manager of Regulatory Compli-
ance Anthony Gencarelli addressed
the board for the second time in the
past three months.

“I am proud to be a public em-
ployee and servant,” Mr. Gencarelli
said. He said that employees of pri-
vate enterprises are primarily con-
cerned with raising profit, which is
“not in the best interest of the tax-
payer.”

Another RVSA employee and
Garwood resident who spoke with
The Westfield Leader and The Times
in condition of being anonymous said
he was not surprised by the board’s
vote.

“I don’t think the issue is dead, but
I also don’t think it’s going to be
pressed as much as it’s been lately. I
do think privatization isn’t a good
idea for employees or taxpayers,” he
said.

Discussions involving
privatization began in January as
taxes are increasing in RVSA’s mu-
nicipalities from a $137-million up-
grade that the authority is faced with
in order to bring its operations in
compliance with the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP).

The court-mandated upgrade in-
cludes an expansion project to elimi-
nate sewer overflows. The project is
due to be completed by in 2008.

The RVSA currently serves more
than 300,000 residents and 3,500
industrial and commercial custom-

ers in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Garwood, Mountainside, Spring-
field, Kenilworth, Roselle Park,
Cranford, Clark, Rahway and
Woodbridge.

In a separate topic, the board ar-
gued the necessity of a new position,
recommended to the board by the
personnel committee, that would re-
port to RVSA Interim Executive Di-
rector Mike Brinker.

“The board has created a position
that is not in the best interest of the
eleven communities (it serves),” Mr.
Landale said.

Mr. Venturo also questioned the
motives behind creating the position,
saying that the board was not follow-
ing proper procedure. He said the
new position has not been described
and the salary has not been formal-
ized.

Mr. Chin spoke in favor of the
position, saying that it would re-
place a previously existing position
that reported to the executive direc-
tor and that it would pay a lower
salary.

“We’re hiring a glorified adminis-
trative assistant. I don’t think we’re
acting in the right manner,” Mr.
Venturo said. “It dirties my name to
be part of something like this.”

The board passed a motion to cre-
ate an assistant executive director
position and to draft a formal job
description and salary range to be
presented in August’s board meet-
ing.

The next monthly board meeting
open to the public will take place on
Thursday, August 17 at 8 p.m.

Landscaping Employee
Convicted of Theft

ELIZABETH – A Newton resident
who stole money from a landscaping
customer was convicted in Elizabeth
on July 20 after a three-day jury trial
even though he skipped out of court
after the first day of testimony.

Assistant Prosecutor Eileen Walsh
said the jury deliberated for about two
hours after a trial before Superior Court
Judge James Heimlich found Randall
Zandstra, 43, a former Bound Brook
resident, guilty of third-degree theft.

She said the jury heard testimony
that the defendant accepted a $16,500
cash payment from a client in Berke-
ley Heights for landscaping work
completed in September of 2000 but
kept the funds. When his employer,
the owner of Parker Plantscape in
Scotch Plains, discovered the follow-
ing year that the monies were never
turned in he called Scotch Plains Po-
lice and a follow-up investigation by
Detective Sergeant Brian Donnelly
led to the charges.

After a investigation of the case,
Mr. Donnelly warns all consumers
that “the best way to protect yourself

from (these crimes) is to never pay in
cash. Without using checks, there is
no paper trail and no way to chart
where the money is going.”

When contacted by The Times, Mr.
Zandstra’s lawyer, Vincent Sanzone,
said, “I am very disappointed with
the verdict. The judge issued a bench
warrant, but (Zandstra) can not be
sentenced until he is found.”

In regard to Zandstra leaving court,
Mr. Sanzone said, “He failed to show
up after lunch. I can only guess that
something happened to him or that he
got sick.”

“He is a man with a history of
criminal offenses and he should be
returned to face justice,” Ms. Walsh
said. He faces between five and 10
years in state prison.

According to the prosecutor’s of-
fice, Zandstra was convicted of ag-
gravated assault from Texas from
1994, an attempted murder convic-
tion from 2005 from a shooting that
occurred in Texas in 1988 and a con-
viction for mail fraud from New York
from last year.
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He also told the council that he has
been talking with Police Chief Brian
Mahoney and others about how the
space on the new second-floor area
will be utilized. Some police depart-
ment operations, for one, will likely
be moved from their present base-
ment locations once the new space is
completed.

In other business, Mr. Atkins said
that the Department of Public Prop-
erty and a private contractor have
made “considerable progress” on the
resurfacing of more than 20 township
streets. From June 26 through July 6,
work has been done on seven roads,
including the 500 block of Victor
Street; the 500 block of William
Street; Malcolm Place; Homestead
Terrace; Church Street from Park
Avenue to Birch Street; the 500 block
of Willow Avenue; and Waldheim
Avenue.

What Mr. Atkins termed “an am-
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Scotch Plains Anticipates
Town Hall Renovations

bitious schedule” will also see road
work being done on Robin Road,
Indian Run, Donamy Glen and
Hacklorn Lane, all of which were
expected to be resurfaced by this
week, as well as Cellar Avenue,
Wilshire Run/Eton Row, Winding
Brook Way from Raritan Road to
Buttonwood Lane, Little Falls Way,
Round Hill Road, Wedgewood Way,
the 500 block of Forest Road, Debra
Court, Bayberry Lane, Buttonwood
Lane and Lake Avenue. Reconstruc-
tion work is also planned for a por-
tion of Woodside Road. The entire
length of East Second Street will be
milled and resurfaced this year as
well. Union County is also milling
and resurfacing the entire length of
Front Street.

Mr. Atkins also announced that
Jason Krywicki and David Smith have
been appointed as auxiliary firemen
to Company No. 1.

Business

Embroidery Customer

Of  The Week

Horace R. Corbin

Publisher

The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains -

Fanwood Times

Town Embroidery
102 Quimby Street

908 233 -1221
www.townembroidery.com

the borough to cover its payroll ex-
penses.

Assuming local officials get word
on its state aid levels, Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern said that a budget
amendment meeting (to adjust for
interest on the borrowed funds, rising
gasoline prices and a series of other
administrative budget variables) could
be held during the mayor and council’s
Tuesday, August 1 agenda meeting,
paving the way for final adoption at
the regular Tuesday, August 8 meet-
ing.

In the meantime, Ms. McGovern
and Mr. Tomkins asked local resi-
dents to be patient regarding their
August tax payments, which, they
repeated, have been extended pend-
ing adoption of the budget.

Ms. McGovern said the clerk’s of-
fice is fielding between 20 and 30
calls a day (plus walk-ins at borough
hall) from residents asking when the
tax bills will be mailed out. “There’s
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Fanwood Budget Remains in
Limbo Pending State Figures

nothing we can do about it,” said Mr.
Tomkins.

Ms. McGovern, Mr. Tomkins, and
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell all
said they could not recall a time when
Fanwood did not have an approved
budget at this point in the calendar
year.

In the spring, the borough applied
to the state Department of Commu-
nity Affairs’ Extraordinary Munici-
pal Aid program, which is designed
to provide local property-tax relief.
Borough officials have said they are
hoping for between $300,000 and
$500,000.

Any such aid would help reduce an
estimated municipal share tax in-
crease of about 13 percent, or some-
where in the $200 range, for the aver-
age Fanwood homeowner.

Mr. Tomkins previously said that,
for every $50,000 of state aid re-
ceived, average property-tax bills
would drop by about $20.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWINGING FOR THE FENCES...Scotch Plains police officer Neal LeStrange, of
St. Stephen, tests his luck at the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League game
on July 20. LeStrange used blazing speed to beat out an infield single, but St.
Stephen lost to St. Luke, 12-10.

Construction on LaGrande
Field to Begin August 7
By MARIA WOEHR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Construction on
LaGrande Park field will start August
7 and conclude October 15, recre-
ation officials reported at Tuesday
night’s Fanwood Recreation Com-
mission meeting.

Kupper Associates, a consulting
engineering firm, presented the final
plan for the project to the commis-
sion. Plans call for re-grating the field
to correct drainage problems. Water
will flow to the foul lines, and catches
will add to drain water from the field
and the playing area, representatives
said.

“There will be no man made haz-
ards to the field or playground,” said
Joe Slum of Kupper Associates.

The plan also calls for extending
the fences behind home plate and
by the foul lines to prevent base-
balls from leaving the field and
damaging property on Marion Av-
enue.

“Heavy hitters were hitting over
the high fence, so we created a 10-
foot fence on the parking area with
20-foot netting,” said Peter Moore,
vice president of Kupper Associ-
ates.

Kupper representatives said there
would be no impact on any of the
trees in the park. The contractors
said that they expect that the field
would be ready for use by next
spring.

The commission also discussed
developing a plan to include resi-
dents with disabilities.

“Most people with disabilities don’t
come out because many of the events
are exclusive,” said Adrienne
Robertiello, a Scotch Plains mother
of an autistic child.

The borough has partnered with
the local YMCA to provide swim-
ming and gymnastics to people with

disabilities; officials have discussed
more ideas, such as starting a buddy
ball program.

The commission is considering in-
viting a representative to come speak
about creating more recreational ac-
tivities for people with disabilities
within the community.

The commission is also consider-
ing allowing the Girl Scouts of the
Westfield-based Washington Rock
Council to provide a girls’ summer
day camp at Forest Road Park. The
program would allow 120 female resi-
dents ages 6 to 12 to participate in the
all-day program. The camp would
charge $75 a week.

“We include a mixture of passive
and active activities,” said Donna
Dolce of Fanwood, chief executive
officer of the Girl Scouts of Washing-
ton Rock.

The commission originally ex-
pressed concern over the idea be-
cause the Jewish Community Cen-
ter (JCC) had asked to use five of
the tennis courts last year; their
request was declined because it
would have infringed upon the
community members time on the
courts.

Ms. Dolce said the day camp
would allow members of the com-
munity to use the facilities during
that time.

Other concerns expressed by the
commissioners were over a porta-
potty that would have to be installed.
Some members said that they be-
lieved that vandalism or tipping of
the toilet could occur. A fee of $600 a
week was discussed for use of the
park.

There are currently 900 girls in the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood area and
1,100 in Westfield who are involved
in Girl Scouts. The commission said
it would resolve the issue by August
15.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LOVELY LADIES AND LIMOUSINES...A Rolls Royce is poised and on duty
for one of the many wedding parties at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield last
Saturday.

Rep. Ferguson to Visit
SP Library Aug. 9th

SCOTCH PLAINS — Rep.
Michael Ferguson (R-7th,. New Provi-
dence) will participate in the Scotch
Plains Library summer reading pro-
gram on Wednesday, August 9, ac-
cording to his press secretary, Angie
Lundberg.

Mr. Ferguson will be reading to
kindergarteners through second-grad-
ers as part of the library’s Stories &
Crafts program. Mr. Ferguson will
read from 2 to 2:30 p.m. The program
is held in the community room of the
library, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.


