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Freeholders OK Additions
To Vo-Tech Field Project

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholder board last Thursday voted
to increase the contract to Dumor
Contracting of Elizabeth by $424,700
for additional improvements to base-
ball and soccer fields at the Union
County Vocational-Technical School
on Raritan Road in Scotch Plains and
the Little League Field off Union
Avenue and Route 22 in Scotch Plains.

The Scotch Plains mayor and town-
ship council have agreed to pay for
the additions to the project as part of
their request for additional improve-
ments, which include irrigation and
the installation of a new clay infield
and lighting. The fields are the first to
be lighted in the township. The free-
holders approved an $822,271 con-
tract in February to Dumor to turf the
fields.

As part of the agreement with
Scotch Plains, the board approved an
inter-local agreement with the town-
ship. The township council approved
a $257,200 bond ordinance on July
18 to fund their share of the project.
County Manager George Devanney
said the agreement was “a direct re-
sult of ongoing negotiations with the
Township of Scotch Plains.” He said
the board needed to approve the
change order in the contract while the
contractor was still at the work site.

The board also authorized a pay-
ment of $53,000 to the Borough of
Fanwood in support of a new kitchen
added earlier this year to the Forest
Road Park Senior Center. Steve
Merman, director of planning and com-
munity development for the county,
told The Westfield Leader that the mon-
ies awarded to Fanwood were received
through the federal Community De-
velopment Block Grant program.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to enter into a
contract with Speech & Hearing As-
sociates of Westfield to provide speech
and language pathology services for
patients and residents of Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights. The $77,000 contract be-
gins August 1 and runs through July
31, 2007.

The freeholders gave permission
to Berkeley Heights to hang a banner
across Springfield Avenue at Snyder
Avenue from August 15 to Septem-
ber 19 to promote the township’s 5K

Charity Road Race and Fitness Walk
to be held Sunday, September 17.

Per a Homeland Security grant, the
freeholders authorized the $56,748
purchase of surveillance equipment
for the Union County Prosecutor’s
Counterterrorism Task Force.

The freeholders also approved a
resolution to enter into an agreement
with New York-based Access Sys-
tems to provide shared services for
conducing municipal records needs
assessments and develop a business
plan for a microfilming services bu-
reau. The $465,000 contract began
July 24 and runs through June 30,
2007. The grant was funded through
a New Jersey Public Archives and
Records Infrastructure Support
(PARIS) grant.

A $265,125 contract with the Union
County Alliance was approved by the
board to “continue to implement and
execute the priorities of the Alliance’s
long range plan and initiatives” for
the county from July 1 of this year to
June 30, 2007.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Bruce Paterson of Garwood
asked officials what the total county
debt is at this time. Larry Caroselli,
director of finance, said the debt au-
thorized by the county freeholders is
$330 million with the Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Trust Fund
accounting for another $40 million,
bringing the total to $370 million.

Elizabeth resident Jerry Goldman
recommended that the freeholders in-
clude both the next agenda and regu-
lar meetings at the bottom of their
agendas. Presently, only the next
meeting is listed.

During freeholder comments, Free-
holder Adrian Mapp said the county
should consider a shared services pro-
gram with towns in the county for
combined bids on paving projects to
help “drive down” cost for the towns.

Mr. Devanney said the county cur-
rently has a program where towns can
join with the county on road projects.

Freeholder Vice Chairman Bette
Jane Kowalski added, “We are look-
ing at every possibility at shared ser-
vices.”

The board will hold an agenda
meeting on Thursday, August 10 and
a regular meeting on Thursday, Au-
gust 17. Freeholder meetings begin at
7 p.m. and are held in Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth.

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
CLOWNING AROUND…A clown entertains children outside of Qdoba on Elm
Street during the sidewalk sale in Westfield.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LOVELY LADIES AND LIMOUSINES...A Rolls Royce is poised and on duty for one of the many wedding parties at
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield last Saturday.

Property Tax Collections
On Time Except In Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Following the shut-
down of state government earlier this
month, local officials worried about
mailing out tax bills in a timely fash-
ion due to the delay in receiving mu-
nicipal aid from the state. However,
local tax clerks announced this week
that tax bills are being sent out on time.

Calls to local town halls revealed
that Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Garwood would send out
their taxes on time. Fanwood has yet
to announce its quarterly tax due date
pending adoption of its municipal
budget.

The office of the Westfield tax col-
lector will be open on Tuesday, Au-

gust 1, from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. to
accept payments from residents who
want to pay in person. The last day to
pay taxes without a penalty in
Westfield is Tuesday, August 15. Pay-
ments received after that date will be
charged interest reverting to August
1, which is the same rule for all mu-
nicipalities. Tax Collector Susan Noon
has said the town is on the normal
schedule for quarterly tax payments.
She can be reached at (908) 789-
4051, extension 4050, or at
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.

Ms. Noon told The Westfield Leader
that Westfield property-tax bills were
mailed out July 21. She said this is the
third consecutive year that property
tax bills were mailed late in the town

due to a delay in receiving certified
state aid numbers from Trenton. Tax
bills must be mailed out by July 5 in
order to meet the August 1 deadline,
she said. Ms. Noon said the grace
period is only for the August quarter.

She said towns can either wait for
aid numbers, a copy of which must be
mailed with tax bills, or send out
estimated tax bills and then send a
subsequent mailing once those num-
bers are received.

“It (tax bill mailing) is about nor-
mal (this year),” she said. “Until I got
state aid figures I couldn’t put an
advertisement in the paper.”

Mountainside residents have until
Thursday, August 10, to pay their tax
bills. The borough’s tax office, located
in Borough Hall off of Route 22 and
New Providence Road, is open Mon-
day through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., to accept payments, according to
Tax Collector Patricia Scherer.

The Scotch Plains tax office will be
open for normal summer hours, Mon-
day through Wednesday, from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7:30
p.m. and on Friday from 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. The last date to pay taxes without
penalty in Scotch Plains is Monday,
August 10. For more information, call
(908) 322-6700, extension 210.

“Our bills went out yesterday (Mon-
day, July 24),” said Lori Majeski,
Scotch Plains chief financial officer
and tax collector. She said tax bills
are normally due August 21.

Garwood residents have until
Thursday, August 10, to pay tax bills.
The tax office at Borough Hall, 403
South Avenue, is open until 6:30 p.m.
on Thursdays. Regular business hours
are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Residents can
call the tax office at (908) 789-0475.

Garwood Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said, “the bills are out.” She
said the state shutdown earlier this
month caused little disruption in the
tax bill schedule.

“We were prepared if it (state shut-
down) had been (extended),” Ms.
Ariemma said.

RVSA Privatization Vote
Ends In 5-5 Deadlock

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KEREN B. SCHULTZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY – The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) voted 5-5
last Thursday on whether to proceed
with a request for qualification (RFQ)
for privatization of the authority’s waste-
water treatment facility in Rahway.

Commissioner James Kennedy, the
mayor of Rahway, introduced the
motion for an RFQ at the end of the
meeting after board members and
RVSA employees expressed concerns
about privatizing the facility.

“It’s time to decide whether we should
move forward (with privatization),” Mr.
Kennedy said to the board as he intro-
duced the new motion.

Commissioners Allen Chin of
Westfield, Clark Landale of
Mountainside, Robert Luban of
Woodbridge, Joan Papen of Scotch
Plains and Attilio “Sonny” Venturo of
Roselle Park voted against the motion.

Commissioner Frank Mazzarella
of Clark, who would have been the
tiebreaker, was absent.

Rosalie Berger of Springfield, Mr.
Kennedy, Charles Lombardo of

Garwood, Thomas McHale of
Kenilworth and James Murphy of
Cranford voted for the motion.

Mr. Landale and Mr. Chin both
said they thought it was “premature”
to proceed with an RFQ. Mr. Landale
requested a scope of the RFQ before
making the decision.

“We are putting the cart before the
horse,” he said. In addition, he said
the authority’s 2006 budget has no
provision for an RFQ.

“I don’t want to do an RFQ before
our towns meet about privatization,”
Ms. Papen said.

Manager of Regulatory Compli-
ance Anthony Gencarelli addressed
the board for the second time in the
past three months.

“I am proud to be a public em-
ployee and servant,” Mr. Gencarelli
said. He said employees of private
enterprises are primarily concerned
with raising profit, which is “not in
the best interest of the taxpayer.”

Another RVSA employee and
Garwood resident who spoke with
The Westfield Leader on the condi-

Suspended Cop Hires New
Attorney for Latest Charges

BY PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Facing additional
charges that could lead to his termi-
nation from the Westfield Police De-
partment, Officer Greg Kasko has
hired a criminal attorney to represent
him against the latest charges lodged
against him by the town.

According to John Blake, Mr.
Kasko’s legal advisor, the officer has
hired Newark attorney Anthony Pope,
a criminal defense attorney who spe-
cializes in police defense matters.
Through his Policemen’s Benevolent
Association (PBA) membership Mr.
Kasko has the option of adding an
additional attorney to represent him,
Mr. Blake told The Westfield Leader.

“It’s no more a minor annoyance in
civil litigation,” he said.

“They (both attorneys) are work-
ing together and sharing information,”
Mr. Blake said.

Mr. Kasko was suspended with pay
on July 7 for making “false state-
ments of material facts to superior
officers during an administrative hear-
ing while under oath” during a disci-
plinary hearing held in May as well as
for statements allegedly made during
a police investigation conducted by
superior officers.

When reached for comment on
Tuesday, Mr. Pope said, “This is the

most disingenuous attempt to file ad-
ditional charges against a police of-
ficer I’ve seen, and I have been repre-
senting cops for a long time.”

“I really have to question the mo-
tive and the genuineness of those new
charges,” Mr. Pope said. He said he
was still waiting to review documents
in the case per the discovery process.

Mr. Kasko was previously sus-
pended four days on charges that he
demonstrated arrogant and disrespect-
ful behavior against Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea and for publicly
criticizing the actions of former Po-
lice Chief Bernard Tracy during an
altercation in the town administrator’s
office on November 3.

He was also suspended six days for
sleeping on the job and failing to back
up an officer on a motor vehicle stop
in January, according to Mr. Blake.
The disciplinary hearing on those
charges was held in May.

Mr. Blake said Secaucus-based Julien
Neals would continue to represent Mr.
Kasko as his civil defense attorney. Mr.
Kasko last year filed litigation against
the town alleging he was harassed and
retaliated against after he reported in-
formation to town officials per the
town’s whistleblower policy.

Mr. Pope said he has contacted the
town attorney to begin looking at
scheduling a trial for Mr. Kasko.

Eliz. BOE Seeks to Intervene
In UCESC, WF BOE Case

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

NEWARK — An administrative
law judge this week granted two
Westfield residents permission to
participate in the proceedings on liti-
gation filed by the Union County
Educational Services Commission
(UCESC) against the Westfield Board
of Education.

The Westfield Leader has also
learned from an attorney represent-
ing the UCESC that the Elizabeth
Board of Education (BOE) has filed a
motion to intervene.

The Westfield BOE has opted not
to renew the lease of the Lincoln
Building at 728 Westfield Avenue to
the UCESC. The UCESC is seeking
to remain in the building for another
year for the commission’s Hillcrest
Academy North campus.

The BOE termination of the
Hillcrest Academy lease came after
alleged incidents that took place in
May involving students accused of
harassing, robbing, and vandalizing
residents in the adjacent neighbor-
hood, as well as illegal activity within
the facility, such as fighting, posses-
sion of cocaine and possession of

dangerous weapons.
The BOE also plans on using the

facility as an early childhood center
for the district, scheduled to open in
2008.

In her decision, Administrative Law
Judge Caridad Rigo ruled that Lisa
Stern and Sue Hopper could partici-
pate should the proceedings be held
in her Newark courtroom rather than
“intervene as a party,” Nelson Wolf,
an attorney representing Ms. Stern
and Ms. Hopper, told The Westfield
Leader. Judge Rigo heard the pre-
liminary motion and appeal for emer-
gent relief for the two women on July
20.

Westfield BOE attorney Richard
Kaplow raised the issue of jurisdic-
tion. He said the case should be heard
in state superior court as a “landlord-
tenant” case rather than in front of an
administrative law judge.

Mr. Kaplow stated in a letter to
Judge Rigo that “both principal par-
ties have engaged in lease negotia-
tions with independent counsel for
years, during which the UCESC has
never sought to protect itself against
the possibility that Westfield might
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FALL INTO THE SALES…Gap employee Jeanmarie Unish displays the store’s
sale items for shoppers at the recent sidewalk sale in Westfield.

Councilman Caruana: ‘Disruptive
Demolitions Need Notification’

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday’s con-
ference session, the council discussed
demolition notification, the traffic
pattern at McKinley Elementary
School and a survey of surrounding
towns’ legal fees. The council also
approved a cell-tower study at
firehouse two on Central Avenue and
heard a presentation concerning the
placement of a gazebo at Clark Park.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
asked his fellow council members to
“start a dialogue” with builders and
work towards notifying neighbors
when a demolition will occur.

Mr. Caruana said, “The time has
come for us to consider taking re-
sponsibility in providing notice for
nearby residents in instances when
demolitions are applied for and ap-
proved by the council.”

He said demolitions are becoming
“extremely disruptive and evasive”
and can sometimes “alter an
individual’s quality of life for years at
a time.” He added, “It’s time to make
this an inclusive process.”

Mr. Caruana  suggested informing
adjacent residents within 50 yards of
a demolition and providing building
surveys.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said the topic is on his Code
Review and Town Property Com-
mittee agenda and as the
committee’s chairman, he asked the
building inspector and town attor-
ney what the town “is allowed to

do pursuant to municipal land use
law.”

Residents who live near McKinley
School addressed the council con-
cerning a proposed ordinance to
change the traffic patterns around
the school. The ordinance proposes
making Osborn Avenue a permanent
one-way street between 1st and West
Broad Streets in the southeasterly
direction.

McKinley teacher and Osborn Av-
enue resident Ken Miller said people
disobey the current laws and that
“making this a permanent one-way
street does not work. I’ve been out on
my patio every night and I see people
going the wrong way every single
day. What’s going to happen is some
sort of accident, and hopefully it won’t
be one of my kids.”

Third Ward Councilman David
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


