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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

CRANFORD – There is no ques-
tion that The Theater Project’s latest
production, The Lady in Question by
Charles Busch, is a scream. My di-
lemma is what to tell you so that you
add this show to your calendar of
“must see” in July.

Melodrama, slapstick, farce, com-
edy and witty repartee mingle to form
an evening that transports us back to
the 1940s in the Bavarian Alps at a
train station and the mansion of Nazi
Baron Von Elsner.

The spoof jabs at a self-absorbed
American concert pianist who finds
herself in the middle of a love tri-
angle, and a rescue attempt to free an
internationally acclaimed German
actress from a Nazi prison not far
from the mansion.

Thanks to brilliant casting and di-
rection by Mark Spina, the stellar
cast knows when to play a character
“over the top” to elicit the most laughs.
Throughout the night, the guffaws,
chuckles and belly laughs cascade
like Niagara’s famous falls.

The audience adores Harry Patrick
Christian’s Gertrude Garnet, an
American concert pianist with fake
eyelashes, white gloves, mink stole
and to die for clothes, thanks to cos-
tumer Maggie Baker.

Mr. Christian amazes and delights
with perfect comic timing, double
takes and mugging to the audience
while sharing inside jokes.

Some of the most delicious anti-
Nazi scenes involve Mr. Christian as
American Gertie pitted against
Noreen Farley as Baroness Augusta
Von Elsner, a staunch Nazi supporter.
The sparks they cause as they fire
lines at each other would set Smoky
the Bear running for an extinguisher.

Matt McCarthy plays Karel Freiser,
a brainwashed Nazi recruit. His
glazed, dazed robotic regurgitation
of Nazi propaganda satirizes the
soldier’s loyalty to obey orders.

Jerry Lazar handles the roles of
Professor Mittelhoffer and Dr.
Maximilian with ease. His mad sci-
entist doctor is Boris Karloff and Zero
Mostel morphed into one all too fa-
miliar lunatic topped off with a dia-
bolical laugh.

Dennis DaPrile plays sexually bud-
ding adolescent Lottie Von Elsner,
complete with platinum braids, rosy
red cheeks, five o’clock shadow and

No ‘Question’ About
This UCC Funny ‘Lady’
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colorful dirndl. When Lottie doesn’t
get her way, she prances, stamps,
scowls and pouts like Pee Wee
Herman at his best. DaPrile is a real
scene-stealer.

As usual, Gary Glor is outrageously
hilarious in his straight-laced,
lovesick commanding officer Baron
Von Elsner characterization.

“I am in lufffffff with her,” he con-
fesses of Gertrude, whom he has just
met. The Baron, quite the mama’s
boy, can’t see that Gertie might use
him to get jewels as well as the pre-
cious keys to the catacombs that link
an escape route to the prison.

The howl of the night has to be the
Lucille Ball-type scene where Gertie
tries to distract the Baron and Lottie
while an aged actress/prison escapee
(Noreen Farley doubling as Raina
Aldric) crawls up a wooden staircase.

Comedienne sidekick Bev
Sheehan, adopting a tough gal voice
and back street swagger, is well cast
as Kitty, the Countess de Borgia. Kitty
and Gertie have a twisted Bing
Crosby/Bob Hope chemistry.

Underscoring the American patrio-
tism of the ‘40s is apropos music by
sound designer Joel Stigliano and
lighting by Mark Reilly.

Newcomer to The Theater Project
is passionate and perky Jenelle Sosa
as credible Heidi Mittelhoffer.

Chess Lankford plays Erik Max-
well with earnest glances and patri-
otic, American good guy stances. His
lines are delivered with almost John
Wayne sincerity.

“I love an adventure!” Maxwell
crows near the end of the show, and
we have just experienced one with
him.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 popcorn

It would be no surprise to learn that
some dental association had paid a
promotional fee to Buena Vista Pic-
tures, producers of Pirates of the Car-
ibbean: Dead Man’s Chest. Starring
Johnny Depp, who reprises his role as
the swaggeringly self-interested pi-
rate Jack Sparrow, nary a scene doesn’t
wallow in the non-existent hygiene
of the 18th century. Fail to floss after
getting home from this overlong sur-
vey of filthy rotten incisors and you’re
just hopeless.

Even Mr. Depp, whose Devil-may-
care, curiously effeminate prance has
been winning sexually entranced
devotees of all ages, could use a good
cleaning and a crown or two. And
while the colorful pirate garb, replete
with multifarious bandanas and ear-
rings further adds to the traditional
fantasy, it is a saving grace that Smell-
O-Vision was never really perfected.

Still, one needs no such technology
to ascertain that edition two of this
seagoing franchise is decidedly mal-
odorous, critically speaking, that is.
On the other hand, judging solely by
box office receipts, the Great Un-
washed (pun shamefully intended)
are quick to forgive director Gore
Verbinski’s snail-paced direction, the
convoluted plot and the naturalistic
attention to bad health habits.

Truth is, somewhere under the pa-
tina of its rather lavish grunge, Pi-
rates winningly speaks to its adoring
populace, albeit in grunts and groans.
There is an allure. And granted, no
one ever had to explain Marilyn. It’s
just that one would like to think there’s
somehow more to all of this than
merely Mr. Depp’s magnetism.

But making a case for that would
be difficult. Besides, Johnny seems
to be having so much fun, all dressed
up in Aunt Hattie’s bloomers, eyeliner
enough to smear the Seven Seas and
acting so terribly naughty. What’s
more, he is a swashbuckler to be
reckoned with, a worthy adversary
indeed.

More conversant in the King’s En-
glish, perhaps because they actually

know him, are Jack’s rich friends.
About to be wed are Elizabeth Swann
(Keira Knightley) and Will Turner
(Orlando Bloom). But call the ca-
terer. That’s put on hold when the
East India Co. sees a way to make a
doubloon or two by imprisoning the
would-be bride. It seems that plun-
dering Jack has something they want,
and Will is just the fellow to fetch it.

What follows, interspersed among
attacks by the barnacle-clad specters
of Davy Jones’s retinue, cutthroat
scheming by bigwigs no better (some
of whom really wear wigs), and an
incessant preoccupation with scuzz
and grime, is a treatise on loyalty.

Specifically, the story asks, will
Elizabeth and Will’s love weather the
storm of deceit and intrigue; can Will’s
father (Stellan Skarsgard), cursedly
imprisoned by Davy, rise from the
depths of ignominy, and most impor-
tantly, despite all evidence to the con-
trary, can Jack Sparrow be counted
on to do the right thing?

Oh, and there’s a bit of a sidebar.
Observe the way Elizabeth looks at
Mr. Sparrow. That’s not just politics
to enlist his aid. Nah, it’s the syn-
drome impacting all of us good
guys…that bad boy thing. And Jack’s
got the market cornered.

What’s more, he offers damsels
fantasizing distress the best of both
worlds. While he’s admittedly larce-
nous and all that other dangerous
stuff, we think the young salt doth
protest too much. Sure, he makes a
point of informing that he’ll fail you
in the end. But c’mon, believe all
that?

For gosh sakes, he’s got his hook in
this ride at Disney. All of which as-
sures, regardless of whether it’s your
flagon of rum or not, that both Jack
and his Pirates of the Caribbean:
Dead Man’s Chest are commodities
you can take to the bank.

* * * *
Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead

Man’s Chest, rated PG-13, is a Buena
Vista Pictures release directed by Gore
Verbinski and stars Johnny Depp,
Keira Knightley and Orlando Bloom.
Running time: 150 minutes

WESTFIELD – The Cat in the Hat
will be making an appearance this
season at the Westfield Summer
Workshop’s presentation of Seussical,
a musical story that weaves together
characters from various Dr. Seuss tales.

In Seussical, Horton the Elephant
tries desperately to save the citizens of
Whoville, who reside on a speck of
dust. Since he is the only one in the
jungle who can hear the Whos in
Whoville cry for help, the Sour Kan-
garoo and the rest of the jungle crea-
tures think he is wasting his time.  To
add to Horton’s troubles, Mazie LaBird
abandons her egg in Horton’s care.
Poor Horton is so busy with his troubles
that he does not realize the affections
of Gertrude McFuzz, his neighbor in
the jungle. JoJo and the Cat in the Hat
help save the day through creative
thinking and imagination.

The part of Horton the Elephant
will be played by Malcolm Spurlock
of Westfield. The part of Mazie LaBird
will be shared between Kelly Kapur
of Westfield and Alessandra Manduca
of Fanwood. Brian Pollock of
Westfield will be JoJo, and the Cat in
the Hat is played by Katie Rembisz,
also of Westfield. The role of Gertrude
McFuzz will be shared by Cara Costa
of Cranford and Emily McGurk of
Roselle Park. Aleta Nadolny of
Cranford will be the Sour Kangaroo.

The WSW production of Seussical is
directed by Juan Pineda. The musical
director is Valerie Pineda and the show
is choreographed by Irene Ulesky.

Performances will be held on
Wednesday, July 26 and Thursday July
27 at the Edison Intermediate School
on Rahway Avenue in Westfield. Show

times are 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in the
auditorium. Tickets are $8 for adults
and $6 for senior citizens, students and
children. The WSW box office phone
number is 908-518-1551.

The Westfield Summer Workshop
is a division of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts, a non- profit orga-
nization. For more information on
the many programs of the NJWA,
please call 908-789-9696 or visit their
website at njworkshopforthearts.com.

Seussical the Musical Set
To Make Local Spectacle

“Ginny”- Oil by Mary Paynter

WF Artist Paynter’s Work
Featured in County Gallery
ELIZABETH – Westfield artist

Mary Paynter’s artwork is currently
featured in an exhibit sponsored by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders in the gallery space at the
offices of the Union County Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, lo-
cated at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth.

Ms. Paynter is a professional artist
who studied at the Art Center School
of Design in Los Angeles, Virginia
Commonwealth University in Rich-
mond, the DuCret School of Art in
Plainfield and the New Jersey School
of Visual Art in Summit.

Her first nationally published por-
trait was a painting she created as a
teenager, which won an international
art contest and was printed in Seven-

teen Magazine. Her awards include
Best in Show in the National Arts
Program, a First Merit Award at the
Livingston “Art at the Oval,” and the
Award of Excellence from the
Westfield Art Association.

Ms. Paynter does oil, pastel and
charcoal portraits on commission and
also enjoys painting pet portraits. Her
work is in many private collections
around the country.

Ms. Paynter was a graphic designer
at Bonwit Teller in New York City.
She worked as a poster illustrator for
NJPAC and designed and painted sets
for several WYACT productions.

Her exhibit is located at the Pearl
Street Gallery in the historic St. John’s
Parsonage Building through August
10. Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., weekdays.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery are welcome
to apply.

For more information about the
Pearl Street Gallery or to learn about
other programs and volunteer oppor-
tunities, contact the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs at (908) 558-2550. NJ Relay
users can dial 711 or send an e-mail to
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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Pirates of the Caribbean:
Many Asleep in the Deep

SP Performing Arts Studio
Presents Workshop Shows

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains students ages four to 16 at
The Performing Arts Studio’s Sum-
mer Theatre Workshop at Terrill
Middle School are preparing for
their musical shows to be per-
formed today, Thursday, July 20.

The youngest division, the Cre-
ative Arts Kids’ Camp (K through
2nd grade), will perform an original
skit called Beautiful on the Inside. It
takes place in a mythical kingdom
where Unica the unicorn rules and
Molly, the plain moth, will do any-
thing to become a butterfly.

The Youth Theatre Arts Workshop
(grades three through five) will per-
form Annie, the heartwarming fam-
ily show that features favorites like
“Tomorrow.”

The Teen Theatre Arts Workshop
(grades six through 10) will present
Bye Bye Birdie, the Tony Award-win-
ning musical that takes the audience
back to the 1950s. Highlights include
“Put on a Happy Face” and “The
Telephone Hour.”

The performances, open to the pub-
lic, will be held at Terrill Middle
School this evening. Beautiful on
the Inside begins at 6:45 p.m., Annie
starts at 7:30 p.m. and Bye Bye Birdie
begins at 8:30 p.m. Tickets will be
sold at the door; adults are $6, and
children and senior are $4. Children
eight years and younger are free, and
the price of admission covers all
three shows.

Openings remain in the teen and
youth divisions at The Performing
Arts Studio’s two-week summer the-

atre program. This session runs from
Monday, July 24 through Friday,
August 4. For more information on
tickets and summer programs, call
(908) 412-6565.

Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE BOY WITH THE GUITAR STRAP...Stuart Murdoch, lead singer for Belle
& Sebastian,belts out a few tunes at the River to River Festival on July 4 in lower
Manhattan’s Battery Park.

Bands Perform
In Concert Series

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Broad-
casters will perform as part of the
Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Sum-
mer Concert Series on the Village
Green on Thursday, July 20, at 8
p.m.

A kids show by Polka Dot! will
precede at 7 p.m. The Broadcasters
include Scotch Plains residents, such
as Michael Novello of Starlight Clean-
ers.  They will perform songs from
the 60s to today. Those attending
should bring a chair and enjoy the
show.

Sweet Sounds Jazz
Festival Takes Place

WESTFIELD - The “Sweet Sounds
Downtown” Jazz Festival, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC), is continuing its 10th
annual season in downtown Westfield.

The performances will take place
on sidewalks and street corners for
ten consecutive weeks every Tuesday
from July 4 to September 5 from 7 to
9 p.m. Rain dates will be the follow-
ing Wednesday evenings at the same
time.

Bands will be located on Central
Ave. in front of The Bombay Com-
pany, the lawn in front of the North
Ave. Train Station, the corner of East
Broad Street and Prospect Street, Elm
Street in front of the Baptist Church
and the South Avenue Train Station.

Performances scheduled for Tues-
day, July 25 include Glenn Alexander,
The Homewreckers, Framework with
Lauren Shub, Roamin’ Gabriels and
Summit Stompers Dixie Jazz Band.

Scrapbooking Camp
For Kids Offered in MS

MOUNTAINSIDE –Children
ages eight to 14 are invited to en-
roll in “Scrap Camp,” to be held at
the Mountainside Community Cen-
ter from August 21 through August
23.

The three sessions will begin at
3 p.m. and end at 6 p.m. The cost of
Scrap Camp is $148.50 and in-
cludes all instruction and materi-
als, such as a scrapbook and tools
to keep.

Children will turn their ordinary
photos into a beautiful scrapbook
and receive hands-on help from
qualified Creative Memories con-
sultants.

Enrollment is limited and campers
must register no later than August 9 at
the Mountainside Recreation office.
Campers need not be residents of
Mountainside to participate and all
campers must pledge not to run with
scissors. For more information, call
Carolyn Williams at (908) 789-7524,
or the Mountainside Recreation De-
partment at (908) 232-0015.

Westfield Community
Players Need Volunteers

By BRIDGET CORNWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players, a theater com-
pany that has been contributing to
Westfield’s community since 1934
by performing dramas, mysteries,
comedies and musicals, currently has
a shortage of backstage volunteers.

“As with many volunteer organiza-
tions, we find ourselves relying on an
increasingly smaller circle of people will-
ing to donate their time and talents to a
community-based operation,” said Vic-
tor Cenci, the theater’s publicity director.

The organization is in need of ush-
ers, house managers, volunteers to
work on playbills, sell raffle tickets,
take care of the facilities, run lights,
build sets, do makeup and handle
props and costumes. There will be a

workshop held on Saturday, July 22
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the theater to
elaborate on these jobs and how they
can be filled. The theater is located at
1000 North Ave., Westfield.

“We are one of the oldest continu-
ously operating community theaters
in New Jersey and continue to make
cultural contributions to Westfield and
the surrounding area,” said Mr. Cenci.
In the early 1950s, the members of
Westfield Community Players built
their own 150-seat theater, where they
currently perform four plays a year,
beginning in October and ending in
May of the next year.

This coming season, the four plays
will be The Cemetery Club, a com-
edy; Angel Street, a thriller; The
Lion in Winter, a dramatic comedy;
and Rumors, another comedy. The
plays are performed on Friday and
Saturday nights each week at 8 p.m.

One of the Westfield Community
Players’ largest accomplishments was
receiving a Perry Award for Excel-
lence in Community Theater from
the N.J. Association of Community
Theaters (NJACT) in September.

For more information, visit
westfieldnj.com/players/.

Fast Facts
Where: Union County College

campus in Cranford
When: Thursdays in July at 8
Tickets $12
Friday and Saturday at 8
Tickets $20
Sunday matinees at 3
Student tickets: $10 at all perfor-

mances
Call for reservations:

908-659-5189
Perks:

Air-conditioned theater
Easy access free parking
Intimate studio setting
New cushioned seats
Talk to the actors after show

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
YOU’RE INVITED…Who Invited You?, a ska band made up of Westfield High
School students, performed Friday evening with other Westfield bands Pick An
Exit, The Mafia and Southern Fried Funk at the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
Hall in Clark. Pictured are Who Invited You? brass section members Peter
Williams (trumpet), Becky Reyman (trombone) and Ben Klofta (baritone). The
concert is part of Pick An Exit’s interstate tour that features local bands in VFW
halls in different towns around the northeast.

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With everyone from reality TV
stars to the children of hotel moguls
putting songs on the radio these
days, it is becoming more difficult
to find reputable bands to support.
From the moment I put Belle &
Sebastian’s Tigermilk into my CD
player, I knew I found exactly what
I was looking for.

Belle & Sebastian, a seven-person
indie-rock group from Scotland, has
been entertaining fans for the past
decade. Tigermilk, the band’s first
album, was originally released in
1996 but didn’t become popular un-
til its re-release by record label Mata-
dor in 1999. In between its release
and re-release, B&S released If
You’re Feeling Sinister and The Boy
With the Arab Strap, both of which
gained tremendous popularity in both
Europe and America.

Lead singer Stuart Murdoch wrote
and sang lead vocals for all of the
tracks on “Tigermilk,” but there are
vocal appearances from the other
members of the band, including my
personal favorite, guitarist, vocalist
and excellent dancer Stevie Jackson.
The album opens with Stuart’s haunt-
ing voice and an acoustic guitar at
the beginning of “The State That I
Am In.”

The song quickly builds to be
quick and upbeat with the incorpo-
ration of a bass, trumpet and drums,
which contradict the somber lyrics.
The next two songs, “Expectations”
and “She’s Losing It” match the
feel of “The State That I Am In,”
with fast-paced electric guitar riffs
and catchy hooks. The other seven
songs each bring a different feel to
the album, from the synth-esque

Belle & Sebastian –
Tigermilk

“Electronic Renaissance” to “Mary
Jo,” which uses a piano and flute to
soften the sound.

I love this album because each track
sounds like it’s from a different artist
and uses different instruments; it
keeps you on your toes. You never
have to worry about listening to a dull
repetitive album when purchasing one
by Belle & Sebastian.

What’s best about B&S is the de-
votion to their fans. I’ve attended
two B&S shows in the past year, one
in Boston and the other in New York
City’s Battery Park, and each time
I’ve left with newfound respect for
the group. During the shows, Stuart
and Stevie spent a considerable
amount of time addressing the audi-
ence; including pulling an adoring
female fan on-stage to do an upbeat
and comical rendition of “Jonathan
David,” one of the few songs that
feature both Stevie and Stuart on
lead vocals.

Their live performances sound like
they’re straight off the actual album,
and they even invited the audience to
grab a drink with them at a local bar
after the New York performance, af-
ter playing a long set and an extended
encore. A Q&A section on their
website, belleandsebastian.com, an-
swers questions from curious fans on
a daily basis.

Most B&S listeners are teens or
20-something hipsters who can relate
to the melancholy ballads and silly
dance songs about life as a teenager;
however, judging by the audience at
the Battery Park concert, people of all
ages can enjoy the music.

For fans of The Smiths or Nick
Drake, Belle & Sebastian will make
a great addition to your music col-
lection.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Car Show
thony Amorosa, ’66 Mustang; Best
Specialty Car,  ’89 Lincoln,
Emanuel Marn; Best Drop Top, ’66
Ford Thunderbird, John Austin;
Best Paint Job, ’53 Ford Custom,
Rich and Jery Flattery; Best Car
Rims, ’76 Cadillac Eldorado,
Cornell Starling; Best Import Car,
’65 Citroen, Lou Felicio; Best Sport
Car, ’98 Corvette, Wayne Scott;
Best Antique Car, ’37 Ford Coupe,
Breg Burchell; Best Hot Rod, ’86
Chevy ElCamino, Dan Lardiere;
Best Specialty Truck, ’30 Model
A, Romeo Abbate.

The WACC will be hosting two
more car shows this season, to be held
in the South Avenue train station park-
ing lot on Aug. 13 and Sept. 10 from
noon to 5 p.m., with registration be-
ginning at 11:45 a.m. Registration for
car owners is $5, and admission for
the general public is $1. A portion of
the proceeds from the events will be
donated to the Chambers Endowment
Fund.

For more details on the how the
Westfield car shows are run, call the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce at (908) 233-3201.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SPORTY APPEARANCE…Wayne Scott of Piscataway stands by his 1998
Chevrolet Corvette, which won the Best Sport Car award. This Fourth of July car
was personally customized with a patriotic theme and has been featured in car
shows around the country as well as in two magazines.


