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Governor Corzine Signs
Budget, Sales Tax Included

Rep. Ferguson Condemns
Hezbollah For ViolenceCongress Contenders

Report Contributions
SCOTCH PLAINS – Last Friday, the

campaign committee for Linda Stender
reported that $431,885 was raised for the
second quarter of 2006. Asw. Stender (D-
22) is contending for the congressional
seat (District 7) against GOP incumbent
Mike Ferguson in the November elec-
tion.

Mrs. Stender’s FEC filing for the re-
porting period ending June 30 shows that
her campaign raised $431,885. To date,
Ms. Stender has raised $899,739 from
donors. The campaign reports it has
$650,000 on hand.

Rep. Mike Ferguson’s FEC filing for
the reporting period ending June 30 shows
that his campaign raised $354,382. To
date, Mr. Ferguson has raised $2,047,147
from donors. The campaign reports it has
$1,514,084 on hand.

Information on federal campaign fi-
nances and donations can be obtained on
the Internet at www.fec.gov.

The Energy Crisis, Household
Electricity and the Sun

PASSING THE GAVEL…Westfield United Way outgoing Board of Trustee
President Carolyn Fleder passes the gavel to newly elected President Scott Cassie
at a recent annual meeting.

WASHINGTON Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-N.J) last week issued
the following statement in support
of Israel and condemned Hezbollah
for undermining stability and esca-
lating violence in the Middle East.

He wrote, “By kidnapping two
Israeli soldiers, Hezbollah has once
again escalated violence and under-
mined stability in the Middle East.
This latest terrorist action is hurt-
ing not only Israelis, but also every-
one in the Middle East who wants to
live in peace and without fear of
being victims of terrorism.”

“America and Congress stand firm
in our resolve and steadfast support
for Israel. We wholeheartedly be-
lieve that Israel has every right to
defend itself and its citizens from
wonton violence and terrorist at-
tacks. The only way to end this
latest scourge of violence is for
Hezbollah to release these two Is-
raeli soldiers safely and swiftly.”

The congressman concluded,

“The people of the free world must
also condemn Syria and Iran for
their support of Hezbollah’s terror-
ist actions. Until then, these two
nations should be held accountable
for further escalating this violence
against Israel.”

TRENTON – Governor John Corzine
signed a $30.62 billion budget bill on
Saturday, July 8, ending the budget stale-
mate that caused an eight-day state gov-
ernment shutdown.

The budget increases the sales tax rate
from six to seven percent, effective Satur-
day, July 15, 2006.

In addition, the bill also increased the
sales tax base to go into effect October 1
to include digital property, such as elec-
tronically delivered or downloaded mu-
sic, movies, books, ringtones, audio and
video works, shipping and handling
charges on taxable items, and storage
space, including self-storage rentals.
Prewritten software delivered electroni-
cally other than that which is used for
business or occupation will be taxed.

There will also be a sales tax on initia-
tion and membership fees for fitness,
health, sporting or shopping clubs; land-
scaping, tanning, tattooing, flooring in-
stallation, investigation and security, non-
medically prescribed massage, carpet and

upholstery cleaning services.
Limousine services will be taxed, other

than those connected with funerals. Park-
ing, storing or garaging a motor vehicle
other than employee parking, metered
parking and municipal parking will be
taxed.

The state also added several other taxes
including corporate business minimums,
adding a one percent tax on the purchase
of commercial real estate over $1 million,
increasing the daily tax on motor vehicle
rentals from $2 to $5 and increasing the
cigarette tax to $2.575 per pack.

Letters to the Editor

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to
figure out that a good percentage of our
population relies on household electricity
for, well everything. When we aren’t run-
ning our air conditioners and pool pumps
during our sultry summers, we are keep-
ing lights, televisions, and computers
powered every other minute each day.
Maybe we’ve instinctively become inef-
ficient energy junkies because we can’t
literally see the dollars pouring out of our
pockets and into our appliances.

In recent months, however, people are
noticeably becoming more attentive to
their household energy expenses. Can we
blame the unending, uncalled for price
hikes at the gas pumps for our increased
awareness, or are we now realizing that
our truly sloppy energy habits are eating
up our incomes? It’s about time we do
something to rehabilitate our energy
abuse.

Every morning, the solution to our
energy demands rises with us, and every
evening, it sets. If you didn’t already
guess, it’s the Sun. It turns out every
single one of us, in nearly every home,
can utilize the Sun for something called

solar energy. The Sun has been a “renew-
able” source of energy to people for some
time now – say, 3000 years or so.

Over the more recent years, however,
advances in technology have allowed us
to utilize the Sun’s solar energy at home
for the purpose of generating solar elec-
tricity to power our home appliances.
Another form of solar energy, solar ther-
mal, uses the Sun to produce hot water for
domestic and pool use.

In coordination with New Jersey’s util-
ity companies and energy programs, so-
lar energy providers have been saving
homeowners incredible amounts of money
on their monthly energy bills. Reducing
electricity costs from 50 to 100 percent.
Renewable solar electricity can turn even
the worst energy hog into a modest en-
ergy consumer. Today, it’s not just hemp-
wearing earth lovers who appreciate the
benefits of solar energy: it’s each home-
owner, with two computers, high-defini-
tion TV and Sub-Zero Refrigerator run-
ning everyday.

Eric Palummieri
Solar Engineer

Newark

By Freeholder Candidate Pat Quattrocchi

Do Freeholders Have Franking Rights?
Recently, I referred to the Union County

Alliance newspaper, Union County Di-
rections, as a taxpayer funded political
campaign piece to promote county Demo-
crat public officials who are up for reelec-
tion. Of course this always draws criti-
cism from GOP opponents who staunchly
defend the county’s use of public money
with the justification that the publication
is merely intended to “inform” county
residents of what is going on in the county
and alerting residents of the various use-
ful services that the county provides.

There are those who point to Congres-
sional mailings from legislators, one of
which arrived this week, as being the
exact same thing — and why is it that I
don’t denounce the Republicans as being
guilty of the same abuse of taxpayer dol-

lars. Well, that is because there is a differ-
ence, namely “franking.”

The definition of “franking” is pub-
lished on the congressional website. In
1775: “the American Continental Con-
gress authorized franking privileges to its
members as a means of informing their
constituents. The first U.S. Congress en-
acted a franking law in 1789.”

Congressmen and senators are given
an annual budget to use at their discretion
for specific expenses — one of which is
called “constituent mailings.” All mass
mailings are to be approved by the Frank-
ing Commission and bear the notation:
“This mailing was prepared, published
and mailed at taxpayer expense” and must
hit mailboxes at least 90 days prior to an
election, no exceptions.

Where does the law give “special frank-
ing privileges” to the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. Seems to me that
NJ ELEC laws apply to them and the
entire charade of Democrat candidates up
for reelection. Do NJ regulations apply
only to Republicans?

The Freeholder board sends taxpayer
money to the Alliance for the publication
of the UC Directions. The publication
comes out twice a year, mailed to UC
residents arriving just days before both
the primary and general elections. It fea-
tures Democrat incumbents up for reelec-
tion, both pictures and articles. NJ ELEC
law says that these types of informational
pieces with incumbents paid for with tax
dollars must reach the general public in
the district at least 60 days prior to an
election. Obviously there is someone who
can’t count.

For more information, please see
www.unioncountygop.org or call (908)
789-0200.

Candidate Tom Kean
Supports Stem Cell Bill

MOUNTAINSIDE – U.S. Senate can-
didate Tom Kean Jr. released the follow-
ing statement on Monday: The science of
stem cell research holds tremendous po-
tential and is developing at a spectacular
pace. In all forms of stem cell research, I
see great promise to heal. Whether its
Parkinson’s, diabetes, or spinal cord inju-
ries, stem cells offer hope for treatment
that other lines of research cannot offer.

Right now there is a debate in the
United States Senate on a stem cell re-
search bill. The bill has already passed the
House and is expected to pass the Senate.
Last week, Karl Rove told the editorial
board of the Denver Post that the Presi-
dent will veto the bill when it arrives at his
desk.

I believe the federal government should
federally fund stem cell research, with a
system of comprehensive ethical over-
sight, and I’m disappointed that the Presi-
dent would consider using the first veto of
his presidency to veto a bill that could
help millions of people and their families.
The President and I have two very differ-
ent perspectives on this issue, and I urge
him to modify his position and sign the
bill before the Senate into law when it
reaches his office.

U.S. Sen. Bob Menendez Says
Hezbollah Is The Problem

In these moments of tribulation and
danger the United States needs to stand by
the state of Israel. Hezbollah is the prob-
lem and ‘Israeli restraint’ is not the solu-
tion. Hezbollah is not only a sworn enemy

of Israel, but also a sworn enemy of peace
and stability in the Middle East.

Israel has the right to defend itself and
is doing exactly what Americans would
expect our government to do if Iranian-
made rockets rained down on New Jer-
sey, New Hampshire or New Mexico.
They are fulfilling their obligation to Is-
raeli citizens to stop the endless rain of
rockets on Israeli towns near Gaza, to
stop the bomb-making shops, to destroy
the terrorist infrastructure in Gaza and in
northern Lebanon, and to stop the attacks
on Haifa and other Israeli towns.

Deploying a Lebanese or international
peacekeeping force to southern Lebanon
is the only way to end this cycle of vio-
lence and provide immediate security to
the people of Israel. For any ceasefire to
work, all groups must comply with U.N
Security Council resolution 1559 which
called for disarming all of the militias in
Lebanon.

Long term, however, there is only one
solution to this escalation: the United
States must lead the world in pressuring
both Syria and Iran to end their perennial
practice of funding, arming and harbor-
ing terrorists.

Garwood Mayor
McCarthy Quote

“It really didn’t affect our finances
here in Garwood. Fortunately the shut
down [state government] didn’t last long
enough to affect our operations.

I’m sure it affected more the casinos
and state employees but not really us in
Garwood.”

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

SUMMER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 07/26/06

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

This wine is so good you might cry. From the cool hills of Australia’s

Clare Valley, this has the perfect balance of fruit, spice and structure.

Blackberry and cherry fruit, with hints of menthol and black pepper.

The American oak is perfectly integrated and adds to the wine without

dominating it. While this goes very well with red meat, it is so good you

might want to just sip it on its’ own and marvel at it.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$9.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$32.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$26.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$53.99 1.75L
$56.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$24.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$12.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Jim Barry McRae Wood
Shiraz  $26.99

Schlumberger Cuvee Klimt Brut  $21.99

Lingenfelder Scheurebe  $21.99
Scheurebe is a cross between silvaner and riesling that
thrives in the Pfalz region of Germany. Great acidity and
a lovely nose. Rainer Lingenfelder is among the most
careful and intelligent wine makers we know and it
shows in the precision of all his wines. Lots of grape-
fruit and currant flavors are carried on a frame of bright
clean acid. A perfect refreshing summer glass of wine.

Petite Sirah is too often overlooked. This is filled with
blueberry, black cherry, and coffee flavors. There are in-
teresting notes of lilac and spice as well. Unfiltered and
aged in French, American and Hungarian oak, this wine
manages to be big without losing its’ balance. Decant
while the coals are warming up.

Girard Petit Sirah  $19.99

It does not require a wedding or a graduation to open a
bottle of sparkling wine. Made from %100 welshreisling
in Vienna, the label has Gustav Klimt’s famous paint-
ing, The Kiss, on it. Lovely tones of raspberry, honey
and violets. This is a delightful summer treat and it
makes folks smile to have it for no special occasion. It,
in fact, makes the occasion special.

Fundraiser For

A Cocktail Reception
With

New York Knicks Superstar

EARL “THE PEARL” MONROE

ASSEMBLYMAN JON BRAMNICK

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick

Photo and autographs are included
279 Watchung Fork Westfield, NJ 07090

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, Dan Connolly, Treasurer
279 Watchung Fork, Westfield, NJ 07090

At the home of

6:00pm • $500 per person
For tickets call 908-322-7000 Ext 17 • Ask for Michele

Rutgers to Cut Sports
Over Budget Woes

AREA – Rutgers University will elimi-
nate six sports programs. Men’s crew
(heavyweight and lightweight), men’s and
women’s fencing, men’s tennis and men’s
swimming will be phased out over the
next 12 months.

This will reduce the number of sports
programs from 30 to 24 in response to a
decrease in state aid and an increase in
costs of operations.

Union Catholic Grad
Promoted in Air Force

Air Force Lt. Col. Joseph
Badalis has assumed command
of the 14th Air Support Opera-
tions Squadron at Pope Air Force
Base, Fayetteville, N.C. He is the
son of Vincent and Joanne Badalis
of Linden.

Lt. Col. Badalis graduated from
Union Catholic Regional High
School in Scotch Plains in 1982,
and received a bachelor’s degree
from Rutgers College in 1986.

The commander has served in
the military for 18 years.

Kenilworth Summer
Carnival Set Aug. 14-19

KENIWORTH – The Kenilworth Fire
Department invites the public to their 7th
Annual Summer Carnival from August
14 to 19 to be held at St. Theresa’s School
parking lot on Washington Avenue in
Kenilworth: weeknights from 6:30 to
10:30 p.m. and Saturday from 5 to 11 p.m.

There will be fun for all the family
including rides, games, food, nightly 50/
50, paintball, music, money wheel, beer
garden and speed pitch.

For more information, please call Dave
Krill, President of the Kenilworth Fire
Department, at (908) 591-3410.


