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Freeholders Discuss Grants,
Contracts, Recognize Murray

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH —  Michael Murray
Jr., a 2006 graduate of Westfield High
School (WHS), was recognized for
his athletic and academic efforts at
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholder’s agenda meeting in Eliza-
beth on July 7.

Mr. Murray, who garnered “All New
Jersey” baseball honors by The Star-
Ledger and earned all-area, all-county
and all-conference honors for the last
two years, will attend Wake Forest
University in the fall on a baseball
scholarship.

In other business, Freeholder Alex
Mirabella, a Fanwood resident, said
he was happy to hear from Alfred
Faella, director of the Department of
Economic Development, that a
$53,000 agreement will be made
through the Division of Planning and
Community Development for the
work completed at the Forest Road
Park Senior Center in Fanwood.

Fanwood Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler, who was presenting the reso-
lutions for Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital, in lieu of an absent Director
Joseph Sharp, answered questions
from Freeholder Angel Estrada con-
cerning the $1,000-per-month con-
tract with Joann Duffy, BS, RRP,
CCRC, to provide respiratory ser-
vices to patients.

Ms. Wheeler said that Ms. Duffy
“is there to review the orders from
physicians to ensure that they are
being delivered correctly (and) that
we have the correct equipment...for
our residents.”

Ms. Wheeler said that Ms. Duffy is
at Runnells for about 15 to 20 hours a
week and that “she does a very nice
job for us, for very little return.”

Freeholder Nancy Ward questioned
Charles Sigmund, director of the
Parks, Recreation and Facilities De-
partment, regarding a contract with
Camelot Auctions of Cranbury, NJ.
Mr. Sigmund said that the amount of
$25,000 will purchase seven or eight
horses for the Watchung Stables’
riding programs.

The stable owns a total of approxi-
mately 55 horses and leases about 40
stalls to house privately owned horses.

The board authorized the purchase
of surveillance equipment for the

Union County Prosecutor’s
Counterterrorism Task Force, utiliz-
ing $56,748 from the Homeland Se-
curity Grant the Public Safety De-
partment received for 2005. The de-
partment will reapply for the grant
for this year, although the amount is
still unknown, freeholders said.

When Freeholder Daniel Sullivan
asked the Office of the Prosecutor’s
first assistant, Albert Cernadas, Jr.,
for a description of how their intelli-
gence system is utilized, it was ex-
plained that the information is confi-
dential, but that “all of our major
investigations heavily rely on the
equipment. Without it, it would be
very difficult to do the long term,
intensive investigations we do.”

Mr. Mirabella thanked Pfizer and
PSE&G, the Union County Educa-
tion Association, the Union County
Democratic Committee and Conoco
Phillips for “generously sponsoring”
the 2006 Union County Summer Arts
Festival Concert Series.

VOLUNTEERS…Westfield Service League (WSL) members are recognized for
their anniversaries with the organization at a recent meeting held at Echo Lake
Country Club. Pictured, left to right, are: Beth Hanscom, (20 years) Peggy Desch
(20 years) and Patti O’Connor (10 years). The WSL runs the Consignment and
Thrift Shops located at 114 Elmer St., Westfield.

SP Library Hosts Genealogy
Workshop on July 28

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRITISH INVASION...Angus and Christine MacDonald from South Shields,
U.K. pose with performer Al Madison at the Northside Trattoria in Westfield a
week ago, stopping in for a pint and a song. For more than a decade, the couple
has visited friends in Westfield on alternating years for holiday. This year, they
accompanied John and Carolyn Runta of Westfield, who celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary in Las Vegas. Mr. MacDonald is an historian and tour guide
for visitors to Hadrian’s Wall.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library is hosting a
special genealogy workshop on Fri-
day, July 28. The purpose of the class
is to instruct attendees on how to use
the Internet to obtain missing facts
from a person’s family history. It is
open to people of all skill levels.

From 9 to 10 a.m., there will be an
overview of genealogy research as
well as an explanation of basic search-
ing techniques. Blank family trees
and research forms will be distrib-
uted and those in attendance will learn
to use some small, free websites. From
10 to 11 a.m., there will be a guided
search using HeritageQuest and An-
cestry.

Those attending are urged to bring
any information they have on family
members, such as places of birth and
immigration dates.

Jenny Lichtenwainer, a part-time
reference librarian at the Scotch Plains
Public Library, conducts the class.
She has several years of experience in
family history research and presented
a poster session on genealogy re-
search using weblogs at the Univer-
sity of South Florida, where she re-
ceived an MA in library science. Jenny
also holds a BA in history from
Rutgers.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Ave. For
more information, please call (908)
322-5007.

Author of ‘Garfield’s Train’
To Visit Historical Society

WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited to attend the Westfield Histori-
cal Society’s First Wednesday Lun-
cheon at noon on August 2 at B.G.
Field’s Restaurant, located at 560
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

During this meeting, author Feather
Schwartz Foster will discuss her lat-
est book, “Garfield’s Train.”

This will mark the author’s second
appearance before the Historical So-
ciety. Several months ago, she dis-
cussed her book, “LADIES: A Con-
jecture of Personalities.”

“Garfield’s Train” offers a glimpse

of the Gilded Age of the 1880s in
Long Branch, when that New Jersey
shore area was considered the “gilded
strand.”

The rich and famous of that era
summered in Long Branch in sprawl-
ing 30-room “cottages,” where poli-
ticians mixed with theater luminaries
and business tycoons with military
heroes.

The fictional Dunbar family inter-
acts with such characters as General
Grant, Roscoe Conkling, James G.
Blaine and, of course, the Garfield
family in the early 1880s in order to
make the characters, the times and
the episodes leading to the death of
President Garfield come to life.

James Garfield was only president
for six months – three of which were
spent dying. To finally escape the
fetid and miserable heat of the Wash-
ington, D.C. summer and offer the
dying man some respite, he was
brought to Long Branch for his last
days.

In a burst of patriotism, caring and
community spirit, a three-quarter mile
railroad spur was built overnight for
the President to be brought from the
train station right to the door of a
cottage-by-the-sea without painful
jostling in a wagon over a rutted road.

A telephone committee of the soci-
ety will contact regular attendees of
the luncheon to verify their reserva-
tions. Space permitting, others also
may attend the luncheon. Interested
individuals are asked to call (908)
233-6360 by noon of the Monday
prior to the meeting.

866-611-0356
c a r r i a g e h o u s e g a r a g e d o o r s . i n f o

866-611-0356
c a r r i a g e h o u s e g a r a g e d o o r s . i n f o

• Strong & Reliable belt drive for quiet operation
• Exclusive Motion-detecting Control Panel turns lights 

on automatically
• 3-Button Designer Remote complements your car’s interior
• The projector system® reverses garage door if a person or

object breaks the safety beam
• Lifetime Motor & Belt Warranty

Carriage House doors are meticulously handcrafted
to your specification and are made from the finest
materials available, ensuring long-lasting beauty,
reliable performance, and low maintenance.

Robert Wood Johnson 
University Hospital at Rahway
865 Stone Street
Rahway, NJ 07065
732.453.2915

A NON-HEALING WOUND CAN KEEP YOU

FROM THE THINGS YOU LOVE THE MOST.

If you’re suffering 
with a non-healing
wound, the experts 
at the Wound Care
Center® can help. 

Our team of specialists
can put you on an 
individualized healing
plan, with treatments
and techniques specific
to your needs. 

So ask your doctor
about the Wound Care
Center or give us a call
today, and get back to
the things you love.

The Wound Care Cen t er® at

Laugh Loudly,
Love Deeply, Eat Well

Owned & operated by Christopher & Timothy Boyle

LUNCH
DINNER

LIVE MUSIC

16 Prospect Street, Westfield    908-232-7320

SP Nurses Win Clinical
Practice Award

SUMMIT–Scotch Plains residents
Kathleen Lynch, RN, BSN, CCRN, a
palliative care nurse and Munira
Wells, MSN, RN, CCRN, CPAN, a
post-anesthesia care nurse, both re-
ceived the 2006 Nursing Excellence
in Clinical Practice Award from Over-
look Hospital.

Ms. Lynch is a nurse in the inten-
sive care unit and a member of the
Palliative Care and Bioethics com-
mittees. She lectures on the topic.

“Working in the ICU has changed
the way that I look at the world. The
patients in the ICU are critical at
times and the families are in crisis. I
look back over the years at my expe-
riences and I see myself evolving into
what I am today,” said Ms. Lynch.

Ms. Wells is a clinical coordinator
in the post-anesthesia care unit and in
ambulatory surgery.

“I continue to learn from patients and
co-workers every day. I enjoy what I do
and encourage others to bring their
positive energy to work. I am no longer
complacent about what I do and what I
know. I understand that to be a patient
advocate I need to keep growing and
keep learning,” said Ms. Wells.

Friendly Sons of St. Pat
To Host Golf Outing
COUNTY — The Friendly Sons of

Saint Patrick Union County will host
a golf outing on Monday, August 7 at
the Suburban Golf Club in Union to
fund their scholarship program.

The Irish-American organization
is naming the outing the “Pete Davis
Classic.” Mr. Davis, a Union County
native, has been a long-time supporter
of the Friendly Sons.

The golf outing is one of two major
events to raise money for the scholar-
ship campaign. Last year, two $5,000
scholarships were awarded.

The outing includes golf, lunch, a
silent auction, cocktail hour, dinner
and awards. There will be a $100,000
hole-in-one prize.

Registration is required. The fee is
$250. For more information, please
call Bill Neafsey at (201) 873-0762 or
Brian McGovern at (908) 963-4826.

WF/MS Red Cross
Sponsors Blood Drive
WESTFIELD– The Westfield/

Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross is sponsoring a blood
drive Wednesday, August 2 from 3 to
8 p.m. at the Chapter House, located
at 321 Elm Street in Westfield.

Those who bring a friend to donate
will, along with their friend, receive a
$5 gift card to Dunkin Donuts. They
must be registered donors and their
friends must not have donated in the
past year.

A complimentary cholesterol
screening is available for all donors.
Donors must present signed/picture
ID and know their social security
numbers.  Donors should also eat a
meal before donating. Walk-ins and
first time donors are always welcome.

For more information, please call
(908) 232-7090 or see
westfieldmtside-redcross.org.

To learn more about clubs and
organizations, see:

goleader.com/organizations
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