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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEAMWORK…Scotch Plains Library Director Meg Kolaya and Fanwood
Library Director Dan Weiss examine microfiche of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times along with publisher Horace Corbin (taking the photo). The parties agreed
on a trial program to digitize the newspapers of the 1960’s for publication on the
Internet. This is part of larger plans the libraries are considering.

Scotch Plains Is the Locale
For Movie Shoot Downtown

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — It’s Westfield
that has gotten the most “lights, cam-
era, action” in the area in recent years,
but last Friday, it was Scotch Plains’
turn to host a bit of Hollywood.

Scenes for “Watching The Detec-
tives,” starring Lucy Liu of “Ally
McBeal” and “Charlie’s Angles” fame
and Cillian Murphy, the Irish-born
star of “Cold Mountain” and “Batman
Begins,” were filmed in the munici-
pal parking lot between Westfield
Avenue and Bartle Avenue before
moving inside the Palmer Video store
for interior shooting after dark. The
movie, set for release in 2007, is
about a film buff played by Mr.
Murphy, who has his life turned on
end by a femme fatale, played by Ms.
Liu, with a big adventure in mind.

Nearby store owners and several
dozen passersby – primarily teenag-
ers – watched as the two stars braved
a scorching ninety-degree sun to film
a scene in which Ms. Liu and Mr.
Murphy sat on a park bench in back of

the video store. At one point in the
scene, Mr. Murphy looks into the
distance through a pair of binoculars.
The lot was filled with production
trucks, small tents and various equip-
ment while police directed traffic and
the film’s crew kept onlookers from
straying too close to the action.

A production assistant, speaking
hurriedly to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in between takes, said
filming in Scotch Plains was set to last
the entire day and well into the night
before moving on to other locations in

the metropolitan area. By nightfall,
black paper covered the windows of
the Palmer Video store, which was
closed to regular customers, and klieg
lights were shining inside well after 9
p.m. The production assistant said a
location for filming at a video store
had been located in Yonkers, N.Y. be-
fore the arrangement fell through. The
film’s crew scouted the area for alter-
nate locations before coming upon the
Scotch Plains location. Filming is ex-
pected to be completed by the end of
the month.

Times Seeks Docs Alleged
By Westfield Police Officer

Westfield Police Department at the
Robert Treat Deli in Westfield.

According to Mr. Corbin, Detec-
tive McCullough questioned him as
to why The Leader and The Times did
not print the latest suspension notice
given to Officer Greg Kasko (see story
on page 1).

Mr. Corbin responded that he was
not in the position to publish “rumors

Officer Kasko Suspended;
Charged Lying Under Oath

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times has sought documents
through an OPRA (Open Public
Record Act) request with the Town of
Westfield based on public comments
made to publisher Horace Corbin on
Thursday morning, July 13 by Detec-
tive James McCullough of the

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield Police
Officer Gregory Kasko was suspended
from duty with pay on July 7 for
allegedly making “false statements
of material facts to superior officers
during an administrative hearing
while under oath,” according to the
notice of suspension from the
Westfield Police Department obtained
by The Westfield Leader and The
Times. Mr. Kasko faces dismissal from
the department if found guilty of the
charges.

The most recent action stems from
testimony that Mr. Kasko made on
May 25, March 22, April 18 and Feb-
ruary 28, 2006, all relating to the
charges he received for failure to back
up another patrol car for a motor
vehicle stop while sleeping in his
patrol car at 1:24 a.m. on January 29
as confirmed by John Blake, legal
advisor to Mr. Kasko.

The department’s action followed
a May 25 disciplinary hearing con-
ducted by Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau. According to Mr. Blake,
the officer has been suspended for six
days, three days on each of the two
charges.  Mr. Neals is reviewing the
decision and will release a copy to
The Leader/Times  once he has fin-
ished studying the document.

 One of the new charges alleges
that Mr. Kasko provided false state-
ments during the hearing, which was
made public at the request of Mr.
Kasko. The other charges stem from
statements allegedly made by Mr.
Kasko during a police investigation
conducted by superior officers.

The suspension notice was signed
by Acting Police Chief David
Wayman. Mr. Wayman, a captain with
the department, served in the role as
prosecutor during the May 25 three-
hour hearing. Chief Parizeau, who
ordered the action, was on vacation at
the time the notice of suspension was

issued and was unable to comment.
In an e-mail correspondence to The

Leader/Times, Mr. Kasko stated, “I
need to speak with my attorney on
Monday morning before I make any
statements…I would be happy to
speak with you provided my attorney
gives his approval.” The Leader/Times
has learned that Mr. Kasko would not
be commenting on the suspension.

Mr. Kasko, a 16-year veteran with
the police department, has said he is
innocent of the charges of sleeping on
the job. At a disciplinary hearing he
said he never received the radio trans-
mission of the backup call and that he
was conducting radar at the time at
Fairview Ceremony and reviewing and
making notes on summonses he had
written a few days earlier.

In addition, Mr. Kasko is charged
with making a “false entry in a de-
partment report or record specifically
by falsely reporting in writing to the
Chief of Police that your (his) em-
ployee rights were violated by re-
fusal to be provided with PBA (Po-
lice Benevolent Association) repre-
sentation.”

Officer Kasko is represented by
Secaucus attorney Julien Neals, a
partner of the law firm Chasen,
Layner, and Lemparello.

When reached Tuesday by The
Leader/Times he said, “Greg is going
to vigorously oppose those (new
charges) naturally. It is part of our
position that this is further rataliation.”

According to Mr. Blake, Mr. Kasko
plead not guilty on these charges and
will opt for a public hearing sched-
uled for Friday, August 4 at 10 a.m. in
the administrator’s conference room
at the Westfield Municipal Building.

Mr. Kasko was also the subject of a
public disciplinary hearing conducted
March 20 for charges that he report-
edly demonstrated arrogant and dis-
respectful behavior against Town
Administrator Jim Gildea and
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Board Reviews Legal Options
Against Midway Ave. Developer
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment on Monday night discussed how
they will proceed with a residential
development application that they said
has failed to comply conditions is-
sued by the board.

Alex Segal, who is expanding his
home at 453 Midway Avenue, was
instructed by the board in March to
submit plans to remove a retaining
wall, which he had constructed in his
back yard.

It was determined by the board at
the hearing that the 80 foot-long wall
traversing the length of Mr. Segal’s
property to the rear was constructed
without obtaining the proper vari-
ance application or permit. Mr. Segal
told The Times that he submitted a site
plan to the board and they issued him
a building permit without telling him
of the need for variances for the wall
or for the less-than-adequate set backs.

The wall was constructed, Mr. Segal
told The Times, to hold back a cliff of
rocks and dirt of the neighbor’s back-
yard, which is on higher ground than

Mr. Segal’s backyard. He said it was
a safety issue for his four-year old
daughter, who plays within five feet
of this cliff, which has been deterio-
rating over the years.

Because the wall was constructed
without prior variance approval or
the proper permit, the board instructed
Mr. Segal in March to submit engi-
neering plans to safely remove the
wall, without compromising the cliff
behind it. Mr. Segal did not meet the
June 1 deadline for submitting those
plans, the board reported.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings told The Times that the
board will proceed by submitting the
case to the zoning official, who will
determine what legal remedies can be
pursued through the court system.

The pre-existing, split-level house
on Midway was 1,092 square feet,
while the new construction added
1,416 square feet of living space,
extending upward. The project in-
cluded extending the second story,
adding a deck and adding a third-
story addition, with a second deck.
The second-story extension added a
bathroom and moved an existing
kitchen from one side of the house to
the new addition. The third story added
three bedrooms, a master bath and a
family room, raising the total number
of bedrooms and bathrooms to five
each for the entire house.

Several of Mr. Segal’s neighbors
objected to the expansion of this house
at the hearing, stating that the plans
were too large and that this consti-
tuted a McMansion-type “intrusion”
into their neighborhood of modestly-
sized homes.

Due to applications of this nature,
the board has been in the process of
having their consultant, Paul Ricci of
T & M Associates, research and draw
up an oversized-homes ordinance,
which would limit the size of residen-
tial, development to be congruent with
other homes in each neighborhood.
Mr. Ricci will be reporting on the
progress of that proposed ordinance
at the board’s next meeting.

The board will also discuss a pro-
posed ordinance concerning zoning
for the central commercial business
district along South Avenue at their
next regular meeting.

The Midway-house application will
continue at the board’s regular meet-
ing to be held on Wednesday, July 26
at 7:30 p.m. in the Borough Council
chambers.

Fanwood Sidewalk Repairs
Along Trenton Ave. Proceed

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD —Mayor Colleen
Mahr indicated that the replacement
of sidewalks and related upgrades
along Trenton Avenue will be com-
pleted in about two weeks, well be-
fore the start of the new school year.

The two-phase project, which be-
gan this summer, is being financed
with a $100,000 grant from the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(NJDOT), under its Safe Streets to
Schools program.

This competitive grant program
enables communities to improve the
safety of children walking to school
by financing new sidewalks, cross-
walks, pedestrian signs, traffic sig-
nals, and other similar improvements.

Borough officials have been con-
cerned about the broken-up and dete-
riorated sidewalks along Trenton Av-
enue for years, given the fact that
children (and their parents) walk along
that route to get to and from the nearby
McGinn School.

“This has been a long time com-
ing,” said Mayor Mahr at the July 11
borough council meeting.

“I have heard from five or six resi-
dents in the area and they are just
thrilled (about the project),” added
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell.

Mayor Mahr told The Times that
existing sidewalks and driveway aprons

are being reconstructed on the north
side of Trenton Avenue, plus new
handicapped-access ramps are being
constructed at either end of the street.

After the project’s first phase is
completed, the second phase will in-
volve sidewalk replacement along
Martine Avenue from Trenton Av-
enue heading north to Fanwood’s
boundary.

“This project was one of 61 to be
funded out of 255 applications (to
NJDOT), so it’s really a competitive
program and our application was a
good one,” Mayor Mahr told The
Times.

“Grant funding is crucial, and that’s
why we take so much time putting
applications together and applying
for everything because it really helps
us get things done,” explained Mayor
Mahr, noting that the borough would
have otherwise had to tap into tax-
payer funds to pay for this sidewalks
project.

In addition to the Trenton Avenue
project now underway, the mayor
pointed to several other sidewalk and
infrastructure improvements being
done in the borough this summer,
including the north side of the train
station, sections of Watson and Russell
Roads (which pedestrians use to get
to the train station), and upgrades to
the walkway over the Martine Av-
enue bridge.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEETING’S OVER...The Scotch Plains Fire Department responds to an air conditioner fire Tuesday night at the Municial
Building, bringing a quick end to the township council meeting. The problem was resolved without injuries or damage to
property.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAR STRUCK...“Watching The Detectives” scenes starring Lucy Liu are
filmed in Scotch Plains last Friday on Bartle Avenue before moving inside for
nighttime shots in the Palmer Video store.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VILLAGE GREEN FUN...The Kooz Band entertains the crowd last Thursday at
the Village Green in Scotch Plains as part of the Thursday evening summer time
entertainment program.

Fire Evacuation Ends
Council’s Special Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A special
meeting of the Township Council on
Tuesday night ended abruptly when
the Municipal Building was evacu-
ated due to a small fire in a second-
floor air conditioning unit.

The council had voted to intro-
duce a $257,200 bond ordinance to
fund the township’s share of the costs
of joint park improvements with
Union County at the county voca-
tional-technical school on Raritan
Road and at the Route 22 ball fields.
The council was winding up discus-
sion on a related inter-governmental
agreement with the county spelling
out the details of the projects’ fi-
nancing when a police officer en-
tered the meeting room to announce
the evacuation.

As the four council members in
attendance headed for the exit, they
voted unanimously to approve the
agreement.

Three township fire trucks were
parked outside the Municipal Build-
ing as firefighters located the source
of the problem in an air conditioning

unit in a corner office used by land
use board personnel. There were no
flames or smoke visible, but fire per-
sonnel inside the building checked to
make certain no fire was located
within the walls while colleagues on
the outside prepared to remove the
faulty unit.

The bond ordinance, which will be
voted on at the council’s August 8
meeting, will pay for irrigation im-
provements at the vo-tech fields as
well as the installation of a new clay
infield and lighting — the first fields
in Scotch Plains to be lit. The ordi-
nance will also fund irrigation im-
provements at the Route 22 ball fields.

The Union County Freeholder
Board is expected to approve work on
both fields at its meeting on Thursday
night. The county has awarded the
contract for the two projects to Dumor
Contracting.

Explaining the need for a special
meeting in the middle of summer,
Mayor Martin Marks said timing was
important because it was “necessary
to make sure the process moves
smoothly forward” so that the work
can begin sooner rather than later.


