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POLICE BLOTTER

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEAMWORK…Scotch Plains Library Director Meg Kolaya and Fanwood
Library Director Dan Weiss examine microfiche of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times along with publisher Horace Corbin (taking the photo). The parties agreed
on a trial program to digitize the newspapers of the 1960’s for publication on the
Internet. This is part of larger plans the libraries are considering.

RIDING HIGH…Members of the Cranford Bike Club visit with two Matheny
patients: Gerald Tavares, left, and Mark Riddell. The club raised $2,000 in
pledges on April 23 for the Matheny Medical and Educational Center’s outpatient
clinic. Bikers pictured, left to right, are: front row; Andy Muldoon of Westfield,
Manny Lopez of Edison and Dr. Peter Louie of Westfield; back row, Dave Jussel
of Roselle Park, Jim Bonacorda of Springfield, John Kuhn of Summit and Mike
Melino of Westfield.

Mr. Brennan said there are particu-
lar times during the week when the
squad is busier and there are not enough
people and the fire department is there
to cover. “The truth of the matter is the
rescue squad gives help to more com-
munities than it receives,” he said.

Police Lieutenant Thomas Tyrrell,
liaison between the rescue squad and
the fire department, who is also in-
volved in dispatching, said that if there
is a life-threatening medical call, the
rescue squad is called. The fire depart-
ment is only dispatched when there are

no crews currently at the rescue squad
headquarters. Rescue squad volunteers
outside the building are still paged. The
fire department remains on the scene
until the rescue squad volunteers arrive
and will stay as long as the rescue squad
needs assistance.

Deputy Chief Kelly said there are no
tensions between the two departments,
but certain personalities may clash.

The fire department is available to
assist the rescue squad for second and
third calls, which make up 25 percent of
all calls in order to help the “sick guy.”
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Westfield
Tuesday, July 11, Rich Kavar, 21, of

Plainfield was arrested at South and Cen-
tral Avenues on an outstanding Middlesex
traffic warrant for $106. He was released
after posting bail.

Thursday, July 13, Maria D. DeJesus,
26, of Elizabeth was arrested at Elizabeth
police headquarters on two Westfield
warrants – one traffic and one criminal –
with a total bail of $1,500. She was com-
mitted on default of bail to the Union
County jail.

Thursday, July 13, Scott Williams, 42,
of Westfield responded to Westfield po-
lice headquarters to satisfy an outstand-
ing criminal warrant. He was released
after $250 bail was posted.

Friday, July 14, Joseph Chengeri, 48,
of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Sussex Street on two outstanding Newark
traffic warrants with a total of $1,100 bail.
He was released on his own recognizance
per the Newark Police Department.

Friday, July 14, Evan Pantano, 18, of
Westfield responded to Westfield police
headquarters to satisfy an outstanding
Garwood warrant for $264. He was re-
leased after bail was posted.

Friday, July 14, a Harrison Avenue
resident reported the theft of a GPS dash-
board computer and a cooler bag from a
motor vehicle that was parked at a Spring-
field Avenue facility. There was no sign
of forced entry. The total value of the
missing items is $450.

Friday, July 14, a Westfield resident
reported the theft of a bag from her un-
locked motor vehicle that was parked at a
Central Avenue business. The bag con-
tained a Coach wallet with $150 cash, $50
worth of bus passes and several credit
cards.

Friday, July 14, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent reported the theft of her purse from
her unlocked motor vehicle outside a
Central Avenue business where another
theft had occurred around the same time
frame. The purse, valued at $40, con-
tained numerous credit cards and check
cards, a checkbook and forms of identifi-
cation. There are no suspects in either this
incident or the previous one.

Saturday, July 15, John Patterson, 55,
of Westfield responded to Westfield po-
lice headquarters to satisfy four outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrants totaling
$334. He was released after bail was
posted.

Sunday, July 16, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent reported that a motor vehicle was
damaged through criminal mischief in
the 100 block of Brightwood Avenue.
Both the driver side and passenger side
mirrors were smashed.

Sunday, July 16, Quadir B. Prince, 24,
of Newark was taken into custody at the
Bordentown Juvenile Correctional Facil-
ity on a Westfield traffic warrant. Prince
was transported to the Union County jail
and held on $1,000 bail.

Sunday, July 16, a resident of the 900
block of Stevens Avenue reported that his
home was burglarized. The individual or
persons responsible apparently entered
and exited the residence through a rear
first floor window.

Approximately $30,000 in jewelry and
$100 in cash was taken from the master
bedroom. Additionally, a laptop com-
puter valued at $500 was removed from
the first floor of the home. There pres-
ently are no suspects in the case.

Monday, July 17, a resident of the 800
block of St. Marks Avenue reported that
the support ropes on a hammock in his
backyard were cut by unknown means.

Monday, July 17, an employee of a
business in the 400 block of West South
Avenue reported damage to property on
the premises. A large rock was apparently
thrown through a window on a shed.
Additionally, a sliding door was pushed
in by unknown means.

Monday, July 17, Leroy Everett, Jr.,
56, of Newark was placed under arrest at
the Essex County Correctional Facility in
Newark pursuant to two contempt of court
warrants from Westfield – one criminal
and one traffic warrant. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters
where he was released from later in the
day after posting $500 bail.

Monday, July 17, a representative of
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce reported the theft of two folding
tables, two garbage cans and a hand truck
from a South Avenue parking lot follow-
ing an event held there a day earlier.

Monday, July 17, Kimberly R. Schenk,
27, of Bethlehem, Pa. was placed under
arrest at Westfield police headquarters
pursuant to a contempt of court traffic
warrant from Summit. She was released
after posting $60 bail.

Tuesday, July 18, Abdul-Malik
Muhammad, 37, of Middlesex was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquarters
on an outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant for $750. He posted bail and was
released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, June 28, a Beech Avenue

resident reported that upon returning home
noticed his basement door was jarred
open and several rooms were ransacked.
The victim reported that several pieces of
jewelry were missing, as well as impor-
tant bank papers, approximately $2,000
in cash and an expensive bottle of liquor,
police said.

Friday, June 30, Jeanette L. Black, 19,
of Clark was arrested and charged with
residential burglary, possession of bur-
glary tools, receiving stolen property,
forgery and theft. According to police,
items from the Beech Avenue burglary
were found in the suspect’s vehicle. A 17-
year-old juvenile from Metuchen was also
arrested and charged with burglary.

Justin R. Kurtley, 18, of Rahway was
arrested and charged with theft, credit
card fraud, receiving stolen property,
possession of burglary tools, residential
burglary and theft in connection with the
Beech Avenue burglary. The suspect was
transported to the Union County jail and
is being held on $30,000 bail.

Friday, July 14, John W. Fullman, 26,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for having no inspec-
tion sticker and charged with driving with
a suspended license.

Saturday, July 15, the Presbyterian
Church reported the signboard was bro-
ken and two lampposts knocked over and
smashed. A floral wreath was also re-
moved from the door and destroyed, po-
lice said. According to police, upon fur-
ther investigation it was determined that
the house next to the church was also
vandalized. The path lights running along
the front lawn were damaged. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Saturday, July 15, a Route 22 theater
reported a possible theft by deception.
According to police, an unknown suspect
returned 27 tickets for a cash refund.
Another individual later returned 11 tick-
ets for a cash refund. A short time later,
another suspect returned an unknown
amount of tickets for a cash refund. A
surveillance video of the transactions is
being held for further investigation.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, July 13, a landscaper work-

ing on Plainfield Avenue reported that a
leaf blower and a can of gas were stolen
from his truck. The items were valued at
$460.

Friday, July 14, a resident of Rambling
Drive reported that someone removed his
vehicle while it was parked in the library
lot. The victim stated that he couldn’t find
his keys while in the library and when he
went outside, his vehicle was missing.

Saturday, July 15, a resident of Rahway
Road reported that someone stole his ve-
hicle, which was parked in front of his
house with the keys in it.

Saturday, July 15, a Rahway Road resi-
dent reported that a vehicle struck his
fence.

Saturday, July 15, Howard Starkes, 43,
of Plainfield was arrested for shoplifting
and hindering apprehension. Police re-
sponded to a report of a shoplifter in a
Park Avenue store and, according to po-
lice, they observed Starkes running down
the street. He was arrested after a brief
foot pursuit and transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased to the South Plainfield police on an
unrelated outstanding warrant, police said.

Sunday, July 16, Curtis Bowers, 26, of
Jersey City was arrested following a mo-
tor vehicle stop for an outstanding war-
rant out of Jersey City.

Fanwood
Thursday, July 13, Jose George Ortega-

Fuentes, 33, of Plainfield was arrested on
numerous motor vehicle violations.

Thursday, July 13, Aisha H. Walker,
29, of Linden was arrested on an out-
standing warrant following a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

Sunday, July 16, Tantrell S. McKeiver,
36, of Silver Spring, MD was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for an outstanding Readington
Township warrant.

Sunday, July 16, Brian G.
Schoenberger, 39, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant.

Sunday, July 16, Francis O. Nyeehpee,
27, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue,
which revealed an outstanding warrant
out of South Plainfield.

grass pavers and will contain no curbs
and no sidewalks. Also, the new road-
way will be a public street. Town
Councilman and board member Mr.
Foerst had pointed out that if there
were a private street, zoning laws
would allow larger houses to be con-
structed.

During testimony, neighbors said
they were all concerned about drain-
age issues and wanted to protect the
character of the neighborhood. Many
neighbors were also concerned over
loosing trees and the safety of a new
right of way for the new homes.

During last year’s proceedings, Ed-
ward Dec, engineer for the developer,
testified that the latest plans showed
that the main difference in the new plan
was implementing a conservation ease-
ment which was proposed to provide an
underground storm water retention sys-
tem which he had stated, “will be com-
pletely enclosed.” He said this ease-
ment was meant to serve as a “common
boundary” to prevent through traffic to
the new proposed road from the apart-
ment complex on Seneca Place.

Mr. Buontempo’s lawyer, Robert
Kraus, had addressed the board that
Mr. Buontempo did not need to apply
for any variances for the sub-division
and that the lot width for both houses
would be 20 percent more than the
ordinance calls for.

He also stated that the houses in the
neighborhood were all built on flat
land, which is where a lot of the
drainage issues come from and that it

had nothing to do with the applicant.
Last year, when addressing the ap-

plication, Mr. Foerst, who also sits on
the planning board, stated, “I wish to
compliment Mr. Buontempo and his
experts in finding every loophole in our
zoning laws to try and have this appli-
cation granted.” He had stated that he
did not agree that a rural road would be
appropriate for the neighborhood, not-
ing that the town ordinance states that
houses occupying a rural road have to
be no less than two acres of land each as
a minimum measurement.

At the conclusion of last May’s
meeting, planning board Vice-Chair-
man Robert Newell stated that al-
though the case was “well presented”
and that the sub-division did have
“two conforming lots” he did not feel
that the sub-division with the rural
road “matched the RS6 zone.”

In other business, the planning
board unanimously approved an ap-
plication for Jersey Mike’s to convert
first floor retail space for restaurant
seating use, alter the front façade and
erect awnings and signage.

Norman Greco, owner of the restau-
rant, said that he bought the existing
barbershop next to his restaurant after
the owner, Jerry Gerardiello died. Mr.
Greco stated in his testimony that he
wanted to remodel the barbershop to
give his restaurant more seating for his
customers. He also noted that he wanted
to keep the barber pole in the front in
memory of the 86-year old barber who
had been in business for 53 years.
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BOE Looks to Combine
Efforts to Cut Spending

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Superintendent of
Garwood Schools Wilfred Murphy
recently met with the superintendents
of Mountainside, Kenilworth and
Winfield Park to discuss combining
efforts in an attempt to reduce spend-
ing. He presented his findings at the
board of education meeting held on
Tuesday night at Lincoln School.

“We are looking at every avenue to
save pennies here and there because it
will add up,” Mr. Murphy said.

He used the example of district
advertisements. According to Mr.
Murphy, it costs the Garwood school
district close to $1,000 to place an ad
for a vacant position in The Star-
Ledger. By combining forces with
Mountainside, Kenilworth and
Winfield Park, advertising costs
would be cut “drastically,” he said.

Other small changes to save money
are being looked into. “We are look-
ing for different ways to be creative
[with spending],” said Ms. Christine
Guerriero, who served as acting board
president at the meeting.

Mr. Murphy said at a convention in
Atlantic City that he attended it was
noted that one of the plusses to a
small school district, which is de-
fined as having less than 100 students
per grade, is strong test scores.

“In all areas assessed, small school
districts outperformed the others,” Mr.
Murphy said. This was reflected in
the borough’s Grade Eight Proficiency

Assessment (GEPA) scores of
Garwood students, as 75 percent of
Garwood students received “profi-
cient” or “very proficient” in the math
section of the GEPA, which was the
board of education’s goal.

Other matters covered during the
Superintendent’s Report included an
announcement that the first day of
school will now be a full day rather than
the half-day that Garwood schools nor-
mally have. This is being done because
Garwood is the only town in Union
County to have a half-day for the first
day of school, Mr. Murphy said.

Board member Gary Maher an-
nounced that the Garwood Borough
Council has adopted an ordinance to
turn the block of 2nd Avenue in front
of Lincoln School into a one-way
street. This measure was taken for
“safety reasons and to improve traffic
flow,” Mr. Maher said.

In other news, a Smart Board was
purchased for Social Studies depart-
ment teacher Mary Emmons through
a grant from Comcast. Ms. Emmons
will undergo training to effectively
use the Smart Board in her classes.

Ms. Elias received a grant from the
Education Foundation of Garwood for
up to 120 scientific calculators and two
overhead calculators. Also, Maschio’s
will be the new food service manage-
ment company for the period of July 1,
2006 to June 30, 2007.

The next BOE meeting will be held
on Tuesday, August 15 at Lincoln
School.

Borough Council Supports
Bill on Library Tax Rates

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Borough
Council Tuesday night unanimously
passed a resolution Tuesday evening
to support state legislation regarding
libraries and their tax rate.

Mayor Robert Viglianti and members
of the governing body all voted in sup-
port of bill A-3133, sponsored by As-
semblyman Eric Munoz (LD-21, Sum-
mit) and introduced in May. The bill is
proposed to amend a 1945 law stating
that local municipal boards of library
commissioners would be permitted to
reduce the library tax rate when a mu-
nicipality acquires new ratables.

According to the statement of the
bill permission could be granted
through library boards for a munici-
pal governing body to reduce the
amount of taxes assessed for library
purposes. This reduction would be
for any year in which the library board
determines it requires less funding.

Mr. Viglianti noted at last night’s
meeting and at prior meetings that
there has been a “drastic” increase in
monies going to the borough’s library
in recent years. He stated that, “since
2001 money going to the library from
the municipal budget every year has
gone up dramatically as the value of
Mountainside homes has increased.”

Reading a statement from the
Mountainside Library Board of Trust-
ees, Councilman Glenn Mortimer said,
“The Board of Trustees of the
Mountainside Public Library wishes
to strongly reaffirm its opposition to
proposed New Jersey Assembly Bill
A-3133 which could limit funding to
our public library. The board feels that
passage of this legislation would be
extremely detrimental to providing li-
brary materials, services and programs
for the Mountainside community.”

Mr. Mortimer noted that out of the
five library board members voting,
he was the only one that had voted in
favor of supporting the bill.

“I have a different way of looking at

the bill than the other members. While
I feel that they do a good job for the
library budget, as an elected official of
Mountainside I have to look at the
needs of the borough as a whole. There
are a whole myriad of needs for us. As
the law is currently written it takes out
of our control the amount of money
going to the library. At least the bill
gives local control and not let Trenton
tell us how we need to spend our money.”

He added that in recent years the
borough property values have in-
creased “considerably” and thus the
money going to the library has also
“dramatically” increased.

Mr. Viglianti stated that the library
bill has the word “may” in it, noting that
it does not mean funding “will” or
“shall” be cut. He explained that under
the existing law the municipalities’
“hands are tied” as to how much money
goes to the library. He added that he
finds it “interesting and disturbing that
the library board is not interested in this
bill.” He added, “they want us to have
no interest and no say” on the issue.

In other business, the mayor com-
mented on the four-page letter that has
recently been mailed to borough resi-
dents regarding taxes and mandatory
budget increases that have incurred over
the last year totaling $425,631. He stated
that these increases have come from the
state mandated storm sewer program,
increases from the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA), library and
police salaries and benefits. He also
noted that borough employee health
insurance costs have risen, while the
borough must now “foot the bill” for
public employee police and firemen’s
retirement pensions, previously paid
for by the state.

The mayor stated in his letter, “I
welcome any rational suggestions as
to how we may contain taxes.”

The governing body approved com-
mendations to Anthony Iguagiato and
Robert Klein who have been volunteer-
ing for many years by participating in
the Clean Communities Program.

When reached Tuesday by The
Leader he said, “Greg is going to
vigorously oppose those (new
charges) naturally. It is part of our
position that this is further rataliation.”

According to Mr. Blake, Mr. Kasko
pled not guilty on these charges and
will opt for a public hearing sched-
uled for Friday, August 4 at 10 a.m. in
the administrator’s conference room
at the Westfield Municipal Building.

Mr. Kasko was also the subject of a
public disciplinary hearing conducted
March 20 for charges that he report-
edly demonstrated arrogant and disre-
spectful behavior against Town Ad-

ministrator Jim Gildea and publically
criticized the actions of former Police
Chief Bernard Tracy following an al-
tercation between Mr. Kasko and Mr.
Gildea in the public area of the town
administrator’s office on November 3,
2004. Mr. Neals said his client was
suspended four days, two days for
each of the charges after he was found
guilty by the hearing officer.

Mr. Kasko filed a lawsuit against the
town, Mr. Gildea and Mr. Tracy last
November alleging he was harassed
and retaliated against after he reported
information to town officials per the
town’s “whistle blower” policy.
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Police Officer Charged

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A TIGHT FIT…Following last Thursday’s Westfield Planning Board approval, this
house at 254 Seneca Place will be demolished to make way for two new homes. The vote
followed a ruling by State Superior Court Judge Walter Barisonek in favor of developer
Joseph Buontempo, who appealed the board’s previous denial of the application.

Policeman Convicted of Drug
Racketeering at Cty. Court

ELIZABETH — A former New
Jersey state trooper stood in court in
Elizabeth on July 14 and apologized
to his family and law enforcement
colleagues before he was sentenced
to 24 years in state prison for second
degree racketeering, conspiracy to
distribute kilograms of cocaine, wit-
ness tampering, money laundering
and official misconduct.

Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said Moises Hernandez
lost all his profits from his crimes, a
car, the job he held for 19 years and
the opportunity to ever hold a job of
public trust again. “This traitor to his
badge was herded off to jail immedi-
ately to continue serving his sen-
tence,” Mr. Romankow said.

Superior Court Judge Joseph
Donohue rejected a request of Mr.
Hernandez’ attorney, Raymond
Brown Jr., for a lesser sentence after
hearing of some of the achievements
of the officer. “You thought you were
the prince of the city, that you were
above the law,” the judge said, adding
the defendant’s guilty pleas affected
many people and other cases in the
criminal justice system.

Mr. Hernandez, handcuffed in his
suit to other criminal defendants
awaiting sentencing for drug offenses,
told the court he was “truly one hun-
dred per cent remorseful” that he had
dishonored his profession.

“It is sad to think that a law en-
forcement officer would sink to such
low conduct but we commend the
leadership of our State Police for
working relentlessly with our detec-
tives to eliminate this cancer from
their ranks,” said Mr. Romankow, add-
ing that other state police detectives
worked with special agents from the
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion, New Jersey Division, and his
Narcotic Strike Force detectives on
the case.

Assistant Prosecutor Julie Peter-
man said the trooper’s actions, de-
spite his claims that he was under the
stress of working on narcotics cases,
were motived by greed.

Mr. Hernandez played a leadership
role in a conspiracy to hide profits
from drug money, distribute kilo-
grams of high grade cocaine and
marijuana throughout New Jersey to
other suppliers and used his position
in law enforcement to illegally inter-
fere in the prosecution of another
convicted drug dealer, authorities said.

Chief of Detectives Robert Buccino
said the case was first in Union County
in more than a decade involving the
state RICO statutes and it involved
months of surveillance, undercover
detective work and wiretap evidence.

Last September, the prosecutor’s
office charged Mr. Hernandez and
more than a dozen other drug distri-
bution suspects in a conspiracy case
involving “mulitiple kilograms of
cocaine” coming into the Union
County area from Cali, Columbia and
a spinoff investigation also produced
additional arrests last winter.

The trooper was arrested on April
11 outside an office building in Clark
by Sergeant Michael Burns of the
Prosecutor’s Office and State Police
Sergeant Dennis Donovan. Mr.
Hernandez’ wife, Tina, 35, was taken
into custody shortly afterward at her
home on Oakland Avenue in Union
Township. She still faces charges of
second degree money laundering and
second conspiracy to distribute more
than five ounces of cocaine.

Mr. Hernandez’ brother in law,
Michael Soto, 23 was arrested later
that morning at his house at 77
Morningside Avenue in Lawrence
Harbor charged with second degree
money laundering, a charge that car-
ries a potential of 10 years in state
prison upon conviction.


