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Rescue Squad, Fire Dept.
Utilize Shared Resources

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad has responded
to emergency calls for more than 50
years, currently averaging 2,400 calls
annually. The squad currently has 88
volunteers, and is one of the few
remaining residential squads in the
area where members live and sleep in
the headquarters in shifts.

In response to an increase in the
number of emergency calls each year,
the Westfield Fire Department began
assisting the rescue squad in 1999
and requested to be placed at the top
of the squad’s mutual aid list. Mutual
aid is a formal agreement among
emergency organizations to lend re-
sources.

“It took a while for the gears to
mesh,” said Captian Michael Brennan
of the Westfield Fire Department, who
previously served 11 years on the
Westfield Rescue Squad. “The squad
was hesitant at first, but the truth is
that the fire department can respond
faster than (a rescue squad from) any
other town can.”

According to Miki Urso, the rescue
squad’s chief operations officer, 50
percent of Westfield’s rescue squad
volunteers live outside of Westfield.
She said the squad responds to calls
by sending crews made up of be-
tween two and eight emergency medi-
cal technicians (EMTs). If there is
need for a second or third crew, bring-
ing volunteers from their homes in
other towns takes longer than it would
to send a crew of EMTs from the fire
department, increasing the lag time
in emergency response.

“For people waiting for an ambu-
lance, fire or police, it seems like an
eternity for them waiting for help,”
said Mr. Brennan. “You want help and
we’re looking to give qualified work.”

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad is not like towns with paid
squads, said Rescue Squad President

Joe Urso. Towns with a paid rescue
squad receive $11 an hour. Firefighters
with the Westfield Fire Department
get paid $32 an hour plus benefits.

Mr. Urso, the longest riding mem-
ber on the squad, said that the squad
couldn’t always have volunteers avail-
able for second and third calls be-
cause squad members have other jobs
and obligations. “We would rather
have our guys respond because they
have more experience,” said Mr. Urso.
“However, the real issue here isn’t
about a lack in volunteers; it’s an
issue of mutual aid.”

Deputy Fire Chief David Kelly told
The Westfield Leader that as more
members of the fire department have
become EMT certified, there has been
an increase in assistance to the rescue
squad. According to the fire depart-
ment, the number of calls the fire
department has responded to has in-
creased 311 percent from 2001 to 2005.

The rescue squad said there has
been no increase. Daniel Sullivan,
treasurer of the rescue squad and
former president, said that there has
not been an increased dependency on
the fire department and that often the
fire department will show up when
they are not needed. Ms. Urso also
said that the fire department is not
responding to more calls. She added
that the rescue squad still has first call
duty and that “this is not a competi-
tion and not a number game.”

Mr. Urso said, “The problem with
the fire department is they have a
large budget and have to justify that.
Most of the time, they’re sitting at the
fire house watching cars go by, so the
rescue squad figures, ‘why go out-
side the family?’”

Mr. Brennan said, “We’re here to
augment the power of the squad. We’re
here to keep them in business and help
the community. It’s not about turf
wars—your job (versus) my job—it’s
about the sick guy, remember him?”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
WATCHING THE DETECTIVES...Actress Lucy Liu sits last Friday afternoon
while filming Watching the Detectives outside Palmer Video in Scotch Plains.
Filming of the movie is expected to be completed this month.

Leader Seeks Docs Alleged
By Westfield Police Officer

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Leader has sought documents through
an OPRA (Open Public Record Act)
request with the Town of Westfield
based on public comments made to
publisher Horace Corbin on Thursday
morning, July 13 by Detective James
McCullough of the Westfield Police
Department at the Robert Treat Deli.

According to Mr. Corbin, Detec-
tive McCullough questioned him as
to why The Leader did not print the
latest suspension notice given to Of-
ficer Greg Kasko (see story, page 1).

Mr. Corbin responded that he was
not in the position to publish “rumors
on the street” regarding the suspen-
sion of Mr. Kasko, but would attempt
to find out official details on the mat-
ter through the appropriate channels.

According to Mr. Corbin, Detec-
tive McCullough then stated that The
Westfield Leader has been publishing
“false stories” on people in the de-
partment, particularly involving De-
tective Sandra Chambers, Officer
Greg Kasko and former Police Chief
Bernard Tracy. He further is alleged
to have said that he has read docu-
ments and testimony that Mr. Corbin
has been supplying regarding pend-
ing litigation to be filed by Mr. Kasko
against The Town of Westfield, which
alleges that Mr. McCullough had per-
formed “illegal background checks”
that took place in 2004 on behalf of
former Police Chief Bernard Tracy.

Officer Kasko filed a lawsuit against
the town, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea and former Police Chief Ber-
nard Tracy last year on allegations
that he was harassed and retaliated
against after he reported information
to town officials per the town’s

“whistle blower” policy.
Mr. Corbin said he was advised a

few months ago by attorney John
Blake that he was named as a witness
in the case of Gregory Kasko v. Town
of Westfield.

Mr. Gildea and Police Chief John
Parizeau both told Mr. Corbin that
they were not aware of any such docu-
ments. Julien Neals, attorney for Mr.
Kasko, also told Mr. Corbin that he
was not aware of any such documents.

The Town of Westfield responded
to The Leader’s OPRA request that,
“No such documents exist.”

“I (and the newspaper) were ac-
cused of doing something untrue,
covering up a story and filing papers;
and (was) bullied by Detective
McCullough,” Mr. Corbin said. “I
intend to get to the bottom of the
references that were made in Robert
Treat,” he added.

“I sent an e-mail to Jim Gildea,
town administrator, Mayor Skibitsky,
and Chief Parizeau,” Mr. Corbin said.

The e-mail states, among other
things, “I also express my dismay
over Mr. McCullough’s public con-
duct, something in my view that is
inappropriate for a law enforcement
official of the town,” said Mr. Corbin.

Two witnesses to the conversation
between Mr. Corbin and Mr.
McCullough later acknowledged the
altercation took place but did not want
to provide their names for comment.

Police Chief Parizeau told The
Leader that Detective McCullough
was unable to make a statement to the
press regarding this matter.

“Why are detectives accosting wit-
nesses regarding this lawsuit? It is
certainly a reprehensible act,” said
John Blake, legal advisor for Gregory
Kasko.

Officer Greg Kasko Suspended;
Charged with Lying Under Oath

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Police
Officer Gregory Kasko was suspended
from duty with pay on July 7 for alleg-
edly making “false statements of mate-
rial facts to superior officers during an
administrative hearing while under
oath,” according to the notice of sus-
pension by the Westfield Police De-
partment obtained by The Westfield
Leader from Mr. Kasko’s attorney. Mr.

Kasko faces dismissal from the depart-
ment if found guilty of the charges.

The most recent action stems from
testimony that Mr. Kasko made on
May 25, March 22, April 18, and
February 28, 2006, all relating to the
charges he received for failure to back
up another patrol car for a motor
vehicle stop while allegedly sleeping
in his patrol car at 1:24 a.m. on Janu-
ary 29 as confirmed by John Blake,
legal advisor to Mr. Kasko.

The department’s action followed
a May 25 disciplinary hearing con-
ducted by Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau. According to Mr. Blake,
the officer has been suspended for six
days, three days on each of the two
charges.  Mr. Neals is reviewing the
decision and will release a copy to
The Leader  once he has finished
studying the document.

One of the new charges alleges that
Mr. Kasko provided false statements
during the hearing, which was made
public at the request of Mr. Kasko.
The other charges stem from state-
ments allegedly made by Mr. Kasko
during a police investigation con-
ducted by superior officers.

The suspension notice was signed
by Acting Police Chief David
Wayman. Mr. Wayman, a captain with
the department, served in the role as
prosecutor during the May 25 three-
hour hearing. Chief Parizeau, who
ordered the action, was on vacation at
the time the notice of suspension was
issued and was unable to comment.

In an e-mail correspondence to The
Leader, Mr. Kasko stated, “I need to
speak with my attorney on Monday
morning before I make any
statements…I would be happy to
speak with you provided my attorney
gives his approval.” The Leader has
learned that Mr. Kasko would not be
commenting on the suspension.

Mr. Kasko, a 16-year veteran with
the police department, has said he is
innocent of the charges of sleeping on
the job. At a disciplinary hearing he
said he never received the radio trans-
mission of the backup call and that he
was conducting radar at the time at
Fairview Ceremony and reviewing and
making notes on summonses he had
written a few days earlier.

In addition, Mr. Kasko is charged
with making a “false entry in a depart-
ment report or record specifically by
falsely reporting in writing to the Chief
of Police that your (his) employee
rights were violated by refusal to be
provided with PBA (Police Benevo-
lent Association) representation.”

Officer Kasko is represented by
Secaucus attorney Julien Neals, a
partner of the law firm Chasen,
Layner, and Lemparello.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DWC Discusses Summer
Programs, Parking Additions

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — As the hot sum-
mer marches on, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) is busy
promoting its long list of cool events.

At Monday night’s meeting, Ex-
ecutive Director Sherry Cronin said
the DWC is gearing up for next
Wednesday’s fifth annual 5K and
Pizza Extravaganza. This year, run-
ners will “self-select” vendor prod-
ucts to put in their goody bags. There
will be 550 pizzas served, along with
soda. Mrs. Cronin said she is looking
for as many volunteers as possible.
Volunteers will receive complimen-
tary t-shirts and hats.

The Rock’n the Food Pantry con-
cert is scheduled for August 5 from 6
to 10 p.m. in the lower lot of South
Avenue. In lieu of admission, con-
cert-goers are encouraged to bring
two or more non-perishable food
items for the Holy Trinity food pan-
try. As of Monday’s meeting, the event
is still pending town approval.

Outdoor movie night, in the South
Avenue parking lot, is scheduled for
August 4. Mrs. Cronin mentioned

that she would like to schedule addi-
tional movie nights in September.

The Director noted seventy-thou-
sand fliers have been printed to pro-
mote the Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz Festival which runs Tuesday
evenings through September 5.

In other news, Mrs. Cronin said
DWC is in the process of implement-
ing Phase Two of the parking plan
adopted by the town in March 2005.
The design committee, along with its
streetscape contractor, Christopher
Statile, is discussing plans to improve
lots one, seven and eight. As it stands
now, the plan would add 25 spaces to
lot seven and seven more spaces to lots
one and eight. It would also include
pay-stations on the corners of the lots
and a ramp for handicap access.

Mrs. Cronin also mentioned that
the newly formed parking committee
will hold a meeting in September.

Finally, the DWC will hire a new
Executive Assistant to replace
Courtney Nemec, who will be leav-
ing in September. Contact the DWC
for information.

The board will meet again August
21 at 8 a.m.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LOSS OF TREES...Neighbors in upper Prospect Street in Westfield lament the
cutting of trees at 1301 Prospect Street and regret that the Tree Preservation
Commission is powerless to review such matters.

Scotch Plains Is the Locale
For Movie Shoot Downtown

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — It’s Westfield
that has gotten the most “lights, cam-
era, action” in the area in recent years,
but last Friday, it was Scotch Plains’
turn to host a bit of Hollywood.

Scenes for “Watching The Detec-
tives,” starring Lucy Liu of “Ally
McBeal” and “Charlie’s Angels” fame
and Cillian Murphy, the Irish-born
star of “Cold Mountain” and “Batman
Begins,” were filmed in the munici-
pal parking lot between Westfield
Avenue and Bartle Avenue before
moving inside the Palmer Video store
for interior shooting after dark. The
movie, set for release in 2007, is
about a film buff played by Mr.
Murphy, who has his life turned on
end by a femme fatale, played by Ms.
Liu, with a big adventure in mind.

Nearby store owners and several
dozen passersby – primarily teenag-
ers – watched as the two stars braved
a scorching ninety-degree sun to film
a scene in which Ms. Liu and Mr.
Murphy sat on a park bench in back of

the video store. At one point in the
scene, Ms. Liu looks into the distance
through a pair of binoculars. The lot
was filled with production trucks,
small tents and various equipment
while police directed traffic and the
film’s crew kept onlookers from stray-
ing too close to the action.

A production assistant, speaking
hurriedly to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in between takes, said
filming in Scotch Plains was set to last
the entire day and well into the night
before moving on to other locations in
the metropolitan area. By nightfall,
black paper covered the windows of
the Palmer Video store, which was
closed to regular customers, and klieg
lights were shining inside well after 9
p.m. The production assistant said a
location for filming at a video store
had been located in Yonkers, N.Y. be-
fore the arrangement fell through. The
film’s crew scouted the area for alter-
nate locations before coming upon the
Scotch Plains location. Filming is ex-
pected to be completed by the end of
the month.

Board OKs Seneca Subdivision
Per Judge Barisonek’s Ruling

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Following a ruling
from State Superior Court Judge
Walter Barisonek in Union County,
the Westfield Planning Board unani-
mously voted, last Thursday evening,
to approve a major subdivision appli-
cation submitted by Joseph
Buontempo that was originally de-
nied last May.

Because of the judge’s ruling, which
came in April, the board granted per-
mission for Mr. Buontempo to de-
molish an existing house on 254 Sen-
eca Place constructs two new build-
ing lots with single-family dwellings.

Last May, after four meetings and
hours of testimony, the board unani-
mously denied the proposed sub-di-
vision. Many Seneca and Coleman
Place residents were present at all
four meetings that were held in No-
vember and December 2004, and
April and May of 2005.

As a result of Mr. Buontempo’s
appeal stating that the board’s deci-
sion was “arbitrary, capricious and
unreasonable,” Judge Barisonek’s

ruling said that granting the subdivi-
sion seemed “particularly reasonable
since it was indicated that further
development of the street is not fea-
sible.” He stated that although he did
not find the board unreasonable in it’s
ruling, he did find that when consid-
ered against the hardship for the de-
veloper, the positive criteria is out-
weighed and “goes in favor of the
plaintiff.”

Judge Barisonek noted that the two
lots are conforming, not needing any
variances, only gives the neighbor-
hood one more house, thus not pro-
viding a much more vehicular traffic
and that the drainage system pro-
posed by the applicant was acknowl-
edged by the board’s engineer to be a
“better system than the one currently
in place.” He also noted that the appli-
cant had proposed a buffer zone with
fencing vegetation.

The judge also stated that from
reading the transcripts of Mr.
Buoentempo’s application, he noted
the applicant had testified that from
the renderings proposed, the two

smaller houses seemed to fit in better
with the current neighborhood that
the plan of one huge house.

Judge Barisonek then gave the ap-
plication back to the planning board,
noting that the applicant needed to
revise its plans so that the board could
make its final decision.

During last week’s meeting, Ed-
ward Dec, the applicant’s engineer,
noted that the only new plans were
the curbing for the new street for the
two proposed houses.

Neighbors testified that they did
not want curbing. They also asked if
Mr. Buontempo could remove the
stockade fence that currently sur-
rounds the property.

When asked by board member Matt
Nilsen if being a “good neighbor,” if
Mr. Buontempo could take down the
stockade fence and put up some shrub-
bery, the developer answered “when
construction is finished.”

As conditions per the board’s ap-
proval, the subdivision will have a
40-foot right of way with four-foot
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE POLE STAYS…The landmark barber pole of former Jerry’s Barber Shop on Broad Street in Westfield apparently
has been given a reprieve to stay in the downtown as the Planning Board approved the expansion of Jersey Mike’s at that
location and the owner agrees to maintain the landmark.


