
Page 2  Thursday, July 13, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Rep. Ferguson Discusses
State Shutdown, N. Korea

By PAUL J. PEYTON and Intern Staff
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Rep. Michael
Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) vis-
ited the offices of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times and addressed a number of
issues pertaining to Washington, as
well as to Trenton.

Mr. Ferguson said that he spoke to
the brother of Michael Chemidlin,
who told him the family was waiting
for Michael to be on U.S. soil. Mr.
Chemidlin of Scotch Plains has been
held in Sierra Leone for the past two
months on conspiracy charges.

“It seems like they are solving the
problem through a technicality. The
prosecutor didn’t show up for the
court date. The judge said he didn’t
have jurisdiction. We are sort of get-
ting mixed signals right now,” Mr.
Ferguson said. “We (congressional
staff) are not going to stop our efforts
until he is home.”

Mr. Ferguson also commented on
the state government shutdown.“This
is a fight of Democrat vs. Democrat,”
he said. He said the shutdown came
down to “which taxes they (Demo-
crats) were going to raise.”

He said the Democrats, who have
held the majority in the statehouse
since 2002, have shown “an appall-
ing lack of leadership” in not coming
up with a state budget on time.

Mr. Ferguson said Republicans
have put forth budget solutions that
would have cut spending by “tighten-
ing government’s belts.”

“You can’t tell me there isn’t waste
in state government,” he said.

Responding to firing of missiles by
North Korea, he said it is important
that the United Nations Security
Council presents a “united national
response” to North Korea’s action.
He said China must play a “major
role” in preventing North Korea from
using weapons.

“Diplomacy is how we are going
solve this problem,” Mr. Ferguson said.

Seeking a fourth term in Congress,
Mr. Ferguson said he feels “that we
have a very strong record to run on.”

Among the accomplishments he
lists is the update of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
flood map “that will save 200
homeowners in Roselle Park hun-
dreds of dollars a year because they
don’t have to buy flood insurance any
longer.”

“We were able to break through the
bureaucracy in FEMA to help these
families,” he said.

He said he has helped get $40 mil-
lion in federal funding for the Green
Brook Flood Project, which impacts
12 communities. “We have been

working really hard annually to keep
that funding stream coming and to
have that flood control project con-
tinued.”

In addition, he said his office helped
constituents in Hillsborough,
Somerset County where the largest
stockpile – 2,800 metric tons – of
“toxic mercury” in the nation was
being stored at a Defense Depart-
ment depot.

“When the community realized it
was there, they said, ‘this is not an
appropriate place to store all this
mercury,’ so they came to us. It was a
bad idea before 9/11 to store that
much mercury in a densely-popu-
lated suburban area and an even worse
idea after 9/11,” he said.

The mercury will be moved by the
Defense Dept. to a “remote Army
base in the desert in Nevada,” Mr.
Ferguson said. He also spoke of his
votes to reduce federal taxes on New
Jerseyans who, he said, pay “the high-
est combined tax rate in the nation.”

“So when we cut taxes in Washing-
ton it benefits New Jerseyans more
than just about anywhere else in the
nation. And if we are raising taxes we
are hurting New Jerseyans more than
anywhere else in the nation,” he said.

He said tax relief passed in Con-
gress in 2003 and 2005 “has contrib-
uted to this economy.” Taxes were cut
“in every income bracket,” the mar-
riage penalty was “eased,” the per-
child tax credit was doubled and taxes
on investment dividends were cut.

Mr. Ferguson called Governor
Corzine’s sales tax hike from 6 to 7
percent “a disaster for our state’s
economy, a disaster for job creation;
it’s just bad for the people of this
state.”

He called his opponent, Asw. Linda
Stender of Fanwood, “a reliable rub-
ber stamp for higher taxes.”

“Where has my opponent been on
this budget debate? There has been a
deafening silence, an utter lack of
leadership on this issue of the budget
shutdown.”

Mr. Ferguson said Mrs. Stender’s
comments on banning/boycotting
Ann Coulter’s book, including in her
original press release issued June 8,
and her comments supporting the im-
peachment of  the President represent
“a lack of seriousness about serious
issues.”

On the president’s low ratings in
New Jersey, he said, “Poll numbers
go up and down. I think in a lot of
ways they are overrated.”

World War II Vet Receives
Several Medals at Ceremony

By CHRISSY HAMWAY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —Westfield resident
Peter Saliola was presented with seven
military medals for his services in
World War II in a ceremony that in-
cluded Rep. Michael Ferguson (R-
7th, New Providence) and Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky on July 5.

Mr. Saliola was a private first class
in the Army’s 39th Infantry of the 9th
Division. The 91-year-old fought in
the Battle of Kasserine Pass in Tuni-
sia in 1943, in which more than 4,000
American troops were killed or
wounded. Mr. Saliola was among
1,000 United States soldiers taken
prisoner of war by the Germans,
spending the last two years of World
War II as a Prisoner of War (POW) in
Germany and Italy.

Mr. Saliola’s wife, Frances, con-
tacted Mr. Ferguson’s office after
reading in a newspaper about another
WWII veteran who recently received
medals. Within three weeks, Mr.
Ferguson was able to secure the med-
als from the National Personnel
Records Center, the repository of
millions of military personnel, health
and medical records of discharged
and deceased veterans.

“This means the world to him and
to our family,” Mrs. Saliola said. “I
hope that other families who are in
similar situations can also receive
their long-overdue medals, too.”

Mr. Saliola recalled marching 300
miles through the Sahara Desert to
reach a German plane that his com-
pany had shot down. After arriving at
the plane, he took a piece of the
plane’s shattered windshield and used
a nail file to shape it into a heart to

mail to his wife for Valentine’s Day.
The couple displayed the heart at

Wednesday’s ceremony, along with a
wartime log filled with photos and
drawings made by Mr. Saliola during
the war.

“I went through hell, but I came out
living,” Mr. Saliola told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Mr. Ferguson presented Mr. Saliola
with the Combat Infantryman Badge
1st Award, the Bronze Star Medal,
the European African Middle Eastern
Campaign Medal with two bronze
service stars, the World War II Vic-
tory Medal, the Honorable Service
Lapel Button of World War II, the
American Campaign Medal and the
American Defense Service Medal.

Mr. Saliola had already received a
Prisoner of War Medal and the Marks-
man Badge with Rifle Bar.

“We take great inspiration from the
greatest generation,” Mr. Ferguson
said during the ceremony, which was
held in Mr. Saliola’s backyard on
Westfield Avenue.

Mayor Skibitsky also invited Mr.
Saliola and his family to the memo-
rial currently being created by an
Eagle Scout to honor the 84 Westfield
men lost in WWII.

Many of Mr. Saliola’s family mem-
bers attended the ceremony, includ-
ing his son, George, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

“I’m sure he’s just as proud to
receive these medals as he was to
serve his country,” said Mr. Saliola’s
son, George.

“Thank God he’s alive to see it all,”
Mrs. Saliola told The Leader and The
Times.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN AMERICAN HERO…World War II veteran Peter Saliola, 91, looks at one
of the several medals he was presented with during a ceremony in Westfield with
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, left, and Rep. Michael Ferguson, right.

Westfield Family Learns
Heroics of Al Morasso, Sr.

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Al Morasso, Jr. and his wife, children
and grandchildren set out on a jour-
ney to Scandinavia in May to learn
about an important event in Morasso
family history.

Mr. Morasso’s father, Alfred
Morasso, Sr., was a 23-year-old sec-
ond officer on the S.S. Macona, a
freighter traveling from Scotland to
New York during January of 1920.
On January 17, the ship encountered
thick fog near the southwest coast of
Sweden and collided with a large
reef. Mr. Morasso, Sr. lashed himself
to the mast as the boat sank, remain-
ing there through the night for 11
hours until he was rescued by a Swed-
ish rescue boat. Mr. Morasso was the
sole survivor from a crew of 50.

Swedish reporter Krister Svahn
contacted Mr. Morasso, Jr. when he
began to write a story about the ship-
wreck. Several of Mr. Svahn’s family
members have worked on rescue
boats, so he was very interested in
Mr. Morasso’s story. After corre-
sponding about the story, Mr. Svahn
invited the Morassos to Sweden. Mr.
Morasso took him up on the offer, and
the Morasso family traveled to Swe-
den, Denmark and Norway in late
May.

“The biggest thing we did was re-
living the shipwreck,” said Mr.
Morasso of their trip.

The family traveled to Varburg,
Sweden, where they went on a rescue
boat to the site of the shipwreck. They
had hoped to travel to Nidingen Light-
house, but the weather was not opti-
mal for the trip. The Morassos saw
the reef that the ship hit and also
visited the cemeteries where
crewmembers are buried.

The shipwreck’s story is very well-
known in the area. A local shipping
company had acquired the compass
and compass binnacle from the ship-
wreck. A farm near Varburg has the
ship’s name board hanging on the
wall. The Morassos were able to see
all of the remnants of the wreck.

Mr. Morasso’s five children were
very close to Mr. Morasso, senior,
until he passed away in 1978 from
esophageal cancer, but they did not
know much about this story.

“He didn’t talk about it, but this
was a chance for them to put it all
together,” Mr. Morasso said.

In addition to learning about the
shipwreck, family members traveled
to Tivoli Gardens and several castles
in and around Copenhagen, partici-
pated in “Norway in a Nutshell,” and
traveled to the city of Bergen. “Bergen

was extremely interesting – it is a
beautiful city,” Mr. Morasso said.

The family took time on the trip to
celebrate the life of Mr. Morasso, Sr.
“If my father hadn’t survived, none of
us would be around,” Mr. Morasso
said.
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WHS Guidance Dept.
Seeks Furniture

WESTFIELD — The WHS Guid-
ance Department seeks furniture do-
nations (sofa, chairs, end tables,
lamps, foot stools) to redesign coun-
seling space. The “overflow” room is
designated for appointments with
college representatives and group
meetings with students.

If your items are in reasonable con-
dition, please donate them by con-
tacting Stephen Maczynski at
smaczynski@westfieldnjk12.org or at
(908) 789-4530.

Pober of Fanwood
Makes President’s List
FANWOOD — Scott Joseph Pober

of Fanwood was recently elected to
the President’s List for the spring
2006 semester at James Madison
University in Virginia.

To achieve this honor, students must
have a GPA of 3.9 or higher and 12 or
more credit hours.

Breznitsky, Hessemer
Graduate Susquehanna

SCOTCH PLAINS – Erin
Breznitsky and Allison Hessemer of
Scotch Plains received diplomas at
Susquehanna University’s com-
mencement on Sunday, May 14.

Erin graduated magna cum laude
with university and departmental
honors, earning a Bachelor of Arts
degree in writing with a minor in
music performance. She is the daugh-
ter of Thomas and Lynda Breznitsky
and a 2002 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Erin’s activities at Susquehanna
included admissions tour guide,
Sigma Alpha Iota international mu-
sic fraternity, University Chorale,
Honors Program, poetry reading
board for RiverCraft and fiction read-
ing board for The Susquehanna Re-
view. She was awarded honors in
English and creative writing and was
recognized for service to the depart-
ment.

Allison earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in elementary and early
childhood education with a minor in
psychology.

Ed Hobbie Named
A ‘Super Lawyer’

WESTFIELD – Edward Hobbie of
Westfield has been named a Super
Lawyer in Elder Law by New Jersey
Monthly Magazine. Mr. Hobbie has
been practicing law since 1968.

He focuses on elder law for wills
and trusts, estate planning, real estate
and elder care.

Mr. Hobbie has served as a munici-
pal court judge as well as attorney for
the Westfield Planning Board.

 Mr. Hobbie serves on the Union
County College board and has served
on boards of Westfield Foundation,
Westfield Y, Youth and Family Coun-
seling and United Counties Trust Co.

Kaplow and Banning
Graduate Rider Univ.
AREA – Leah Ann Kaplow of

Westfield and Asher Bruce Banning
of Scotch Plains graduated from Rider
University on Friday, May 12.

Ms. Kaplow earned a Bachelor of
Arts in elementary education and Mr.
Banning earned a Master of Arts in
reading and language arts.

The university awarded 1,100 de-
grees, and professional certifications
for the 2005-2006 academic year.
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