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SP-F 9s Tourney Team Tops
Homdel, 9-1, Rips Cranford

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 9-year-old Scotch Plains-
Fanwood tournament All-Star team
advanced to the championship game
in the Roselle Park Youth Baseball
Tournament at Roselle Park with vic-
tories over Mountainside (14-1),
Homdel (9-1) and Cranford (28-7) in
the semifinals on July 2.

The Raiders received a star-filled
performance from pitching ace Zach
Lipshitz against Holmdel. He yielded
just four hits, fanned four batters and
walked none in four innings and re-
liever Jeffrey Rodgers allowed just
one hit and struck out three in two
innings.

Rodgers had two hits and three
RBI in the Raiders’ 10-hit perfor-
mance. Ryan McSherry rapped an
RBI double and singled, while
Lipshitz and Kevin Maxwell each
drilled RBI doubles. Danny Harcourt
and John DelSorti each slashed a
timely RBI hit. Ryan Jensen banged a
double and Garrett Zito singled.

Homdel scored a run in the bottom
of the first inning. Niko Guarino
tapped a single, swiped second and
skipped home on Gerard Nocera’s
double. The Raiders immediately tied
the score with the help of some well-
planned thievery. Maxwell took one
for his team; McSherry singled and
swiped a bag. Maxwell got a thumbs-
up to pull off a heist at home from

Head Coach Scott Rodgers and did so
successfully.

In the second, Lipshitz retired the
side, serving up just seven pitches,
then the Raiders plated three runs in
the third. Harcourt chopped a two-
out single and reached second un-
touched. Lipshitz, Maxwell and
McSherry each drilled RBI doubles.
In the bottom of the inning, the Raid-
ers executed a major league 1-3
(Lipshitz-Maxwell) double play.

In the fourth inning, Jensen walked,
Zito singled and Rodgers pummeled
a two-run single to up the lead to 6-1.
Lipshitz backed by a solid defense
retired the side on three ground balls.
The Raiders added three more runs in
the sixth. Jensen doubled and scored
on DelSorti’s single, Rodgers bashed
an RBI single and Harcourt contrib-
uted an RBI sacrifice fly.

In the sixth and seventh inning,
Rodgers took command retiring six
batters including three strikeouts to
secure the victory.

Against Cranford, the game was
halted on a mercy rule in the top of the
sixth. All 13 Raiders contributed to
mount a 32-hit punishing. Lipshitz
went 5-for-6, including three doubles,
with three RBI. Maxwell rapped three
doubles and a single and had six RBI.
McSherry and Harcourt went 5-for-5
and combined for five runs. Rodgers
pummeled four hits and three RBI.
Tyler Kovacs contributed two hits

and three RBI. J.T Bierne registered
two hits and scored a run. Zito, Isoldi
and DelSorti worked six walks,
singled and put five runs on the board.
Jensen and Kelly each poked RBI
singles.

In the top of the first, Rodgers
roped a single. Harcourt laid down a
perfect bunt and Lipshitz bashed a
two-run single. McSherry punched a
single through the gap, Jensen and
Garrett both walked to load’em up
and Zito worked an RBI walk.

The Cougar Cubs banged out five
runs off pitcher Isoldi in the bottom
of the inning. Mike Wielgus singled
and scored on Austin Bevilaque’s
double. Kevin Trotter tapped an RBI
single, Liam Duffy walked and Albert
Cargiulo banged a two-run double.
Dan DeLoya drilled an RBI triple and
Ray Knight singled home a run.
Lipshitz came to the mound and ex-
tinguished the fire.

The Raiders responded with two
runs in the second. Harcourt looped a
single. Lipshitz rifled a double to left
and Maxwell hammered a two-run
double to centerfield.

“In the game, their first pitcher was
fast but we didn’t let down, thinking
that we were going to have at least a
single. All of the people were cheer-
ing for us like ‘let’s go Ryan. Let’s go
Kevin’ and that got me excited like I
wanted to hit the ball,” said Maxwell.

Cranford tapped the plate two times
in the bottom of the inning
when Knight and Wielgus
singled and scored on
Trotter’s double to take a
7-5 lead. With the chips
down in the sixth, the SP-
F sluggers exploded with
23 runs. The game was
halted on a mercy rule af-
ter Lipshitz whacked a
two-run double.

After the game,
Harcourt said, “Coming
to the plate I just tried to
get a hit and get on base
so our team could get
some runs. The pitcher
was throwing good strikes
and I just hit them. It re-
ally felt good.”

“We never have scored
that many runs in an in-
ning. This is our second
time to the finals but over-
all we just like to play
ball, have fun and like to
win. If we lose we don’t
get down. Last year we
didn’t lose so we don’t
know about losing,” said
McSherry.

JOHNSON, BRUCIA DOUBLE; MITCHELL, 2 SINGLES

Westfield Baseball 9s Squeeze
By Branchburg Bulldogs, 10-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Courage in the face of adversity
paid off when the Westfield Blue 9-
year-old travel baseball team weath-
ered a 9-0, second-inning deficit to
literally squeeze out a 10-9 victory
over a fine Branchburg Bulldog team
at Gumbert Field in Westfield on June
30. The deciding run came in the
fourth inning when Nick Kalimtzis
scored on a squeeze bunt single by
Dan Mitchell.

“What I like most is that, when we
were down, the kids just didn’t quit,”
said Westfield Blue Head Coach Al
Rabinowitz. “They kept playing and
they were never out of the game be-
cause of that effort.”

Both teams showed some streaks
of brilliance offensively and defen-
sively but the Westfield Blue made
three fine fielding plays that prevented
runs and added several more that
shortened the Bulldogs’ time at the
plate. Second baseman Joe
Manganello made a fine grab and
tossed to first to end a disastrous
second inning, in which the Bulldogs
scored nine runs. Mitchell made a
sliding circus catch in centerfield in
the fourth inning to prevent a sure
score and Jake Rabinowitz made a
fine scoop at third base and threw the
runner out at first. Brian Johnson,
playing second base, put the Westfield
Blue one out from victory when he
snagged a line drive and fired to first

for a double play in the final inning.
While playing first, Mitchell also

made a fine scoop of a ball in the dirt
to record an out. In the second inning,
first baseman Jack Bunting fielded a
slow roller down the first baseline
and tagged the runner out in time.
Branchburg third baseman Nicholas
Ferrara made a great backhand stab
to get the final out of the first inning.
Second baseman Matthew Volpe pre-
vented Westfield from scoring in the
third inning when he made a diving
catch of a line drive and fired to first
to complete a double play.

Mitchell led the Westfield Blue’s
10-hit attack with two singles, two
RBI and two stolen bases. James
Brucia drilled a two-run double and
scored a run. Johnson cracked a double
that started the Blue’s comeback and
scored a run.

“He (Johnson) was basically a cata-
lyst for our rally. He got the first hit,
which really got us going, and then he
had a game-saving double play,” said
Coach Rabinowitz. “Every inning is
a new game!”

Kalimtzis looped an RBI single
and scored twice. Matt Catanzaro and
Manganello each had RBI singles
and scored a run, Rabinowitz singled
and scored a run, Bunting had a single
and starting pitcher Kyle Rittendale
contributed a single, an RBI and a run
scored. Ron Noonan (1 RBI) and
John Lindrow each walked and scored
while Andrew Malacrea walked.

Ferrara and Eric Ciresa led the
Bulldogs’ seven hit output with two
singles each and an RBI. Matthew
Blyth and Neil Cornwell each ripped
RBI singles and Tyler Pace singled
and scored a run. Jake Howell and
Stephen McTernan each had an RBI
and a run scored. Brandon Hrabinski
and Volpe both walked and scored,
Erik Rano walked twice and had an
RBI and Nicholas Antico hit two sharp
grounders.

All nine of the Bulldogs’ runs came
in the top of the second when they
combined five hits with six free passes.
Westfield Blue matched that output
in the bottom of the inning by mixing
six hits with five walks. From that
point, both teams received strong ef-
forts from their relief pitchers.

The winning run was set up when
Kalamtzis received a leadoff walk,
advanced to second on Brucia’s
groundout and stole third. After Bull-
dog reliever Blyth recorded a
strikeout, Mitchell dropped his bunt
eight feet down the first baseline and
Kalamtzis slipped past the catcher to
score.

“They had a no-coach talk among
themselves,” said Coach Rabinowitz.
“They have been playing together for
two years. They are all great friends.
You could see it! They said, ‘we are
not letting them beat us,’ and they
came back and won the game.”
Branchburg 090 000 9
Westfield 090 10x 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY INTERESTING CALL AT SECOND BASE…Westfield 9s base runner Brian Johnson’s foot touches second base
before Branchburg shortstop Neil Cornwell can tag him. Unfortunately, Johnson was called out.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCRAMBLE AT SECOND…Chris Sheil, No. 21, of the SP-F 9s travel team, singled and swiped
second safely despite the excellent efforts of two Mountainside infielders. See page 14.

WESTFIELD

This fabulous 4 bedroom, 3 ½ bath custom home offers quality design features suited for gracious indoor
or outdoor living in a wonderful environment.  A key element in its design is a spacious open floor plan
that flows perfectly for entertaining.  The kitchen & family room blend together to form a “great room” with
high ceilings, fireplace & easy access to the deck & patio.  (052001070)

WESTFIELD Newman Custom Home

Custom Home $879,000

$1,499,000

This mint-condition Cape Cod is located on a quiet tree-lined street, yet is convenient to downtown Westfield
& Scotch Plains, schools & NYC transportation.  It boasts 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, an updated kitchen, a
formal dining room and a sunny Florida room overlooking a beautifully landscaped backyard with a large
brick paver & stone patio.  Hardwood floors, central air and tasteful décor complete the appeal of this
lovely home.  Make it yours today!  DIR: North Ave. to Promenade to Channing #2389  (052001213)

Open House: Sun. 7/9  1-5PMSCOTCH PLAINS $519,000

Newman Custom home renovated by Vincentsen boasts 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms – 4 with “en suite” baths for a total
of 5 full baths and 2 powder rooms.  5600+ SF of gracious living.  This is a “must see”  with 2 Travertine marble
surround fireplaces, 3 car garage, a mega-kitchen featuring Blue Pearl granite & hardwood, deck, a great room with
built-in cherry cabinetry, gracious formal living and dining rooms, office, recreation room, laundry room, Bluestone
patio and a private 1100 SF master bedroom suite w/a “leisure” room.  Keyless entry, parking for up to 8 cars, a
workshop area w/220 electric – on nearly ½ acre of fenced property – a dream home in every respect! (052001014)

Beautifully renovated custom Colonial with master suite.  Open floor plan, four bedrooms, 2 ½ new
baths.  A large new eat-in kitchen features granite counters, ceramic tile floor, stainless steel appliances,
wood cabinetry with European hinges.  Also new is the 2 zone central air conditioning and Timberline
roof.  Fenced rear yard, quiet tree-lined street.  DIR: Westfield Rd. to Lyde Place #2342 (052001054)

Open House: Sun. 7/9  1-5PMSCOTCH PLAINS $579,900


