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Watson Men Level
McClellan, 15-5

WF Blue 12s Stop Cranford
In Cal Ripken Baseball, 5-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Colaneri had two plate appearances
while Brent Caramanica and Robert
Mulled each had one.

Cranford pitchers Gargiulo and
Rutmayer yielded eight hits, struck
out two batters and walked five.
Westfield Blue pitchers Woods,
Mitchell and Ryan combined for five
strikeouts, walked one and hit two
batters.

Westfield Blue resorted to a little
“Billy Ball” in the top of the first.
Rinaldi led off with a walk, Ziff laid
down a bunt single and Ryan moved
both runners into scoring position
with another bunt. After a strikeout,
Mitchell hopped an RBI single to
right then Cranford catcher DaSilva
ended further threats with a nice catch
of a pop-up.

Cranford tied the score 1-1 in the
bottom of the inning when Guariello
singled and later scored on
Pytlowany’s single to right. In the
second DeDea had a bunt single and
later scored on Ziff’s sacrifice fly to
center to give Westfield a 2-1 lead. In
the bottom of the inning, Westfield
averted disaster when Woods initi-
ated a slick pitcher-to-short (Ryan)-
to-first (Rinaldi) double play to pre-
vent Cranford from scoring.

In the third, Lanzano crushed his
solo homer over the centerfield fence
then, in the bottom of the inning,
Cranford had the bases loaded with two
outs and DaSilva ripped a liner to left
but Ziff made a great snag, once again

preventing Cranford from scoring.
“We knew it was going to be tough

because we did lose to them in this
same tournament last year or the year
before,” said Westfield Blue Coach
Jeff Ryan. “They are solid. Their
pitcher threw hard. I think the advan-
tage was, when we had the coin toss
and we didn’t win it, it was an advan-
tage to us to get off on the right foot
on top, and we did. That shook them
a little bit. Then when we took their
rally out with a double play. From
there, our pitching was lights out.”

In the fourth, with Ryan on first
base, Lanzano cracked his two-run
shot over the right field fence to put
Westfield ahead, 5-1. In the bottom of
the inning, Cranford had the bases
loaded with no outs. Gargiulo lofted
a fly ball to center that was caught by
Lanzano near the fence. Hopkins, who
was on third, tagged up and dashed
home but Lanzano threw a bullet to
nail Hopkins at the plate.

“He’s a football player. He’s very
fast. Centerfield is a perfect spot for
him (Lanzano). He feels very com-
fortable there,” said Coach Ryan. “We
are very strong up the middle. Today,
they did exactly what they needed to
do.”

“That was a nice throw. That was
the key to the game! That was our
opportunity to come back in the
game,” said Coach Gargiulo.
Westfield 111 200 5
Cranford 100 000 1

bottom of the second. Freisen poked
a single and legged out a run on a
single by Musler. Watson plated a run
in the third to push the lead to 14-3
when Cook delivered a towering solo
home run to centerfield.

Defensively, McClellan third
baseman Steve Madden pulled off
two fine catches in the fourth then, in
the fifth, McClellan’s Osborn punched
a single and scored when Stofa
muscled a triple to center. Watson
blue maintained it’s 11-run lead, how-
ever, in the bottom of the inning when
Musler muscled a triple and McKeon
drilled an RBI double.

One bright spot came for the
McClellan gang in the top of the
seventh when Osborn singled and
Lee Marks scorched a two-out double.

“It’s not very traditional of us. Usu-
ally we score runs in the sixth and
seventh, so it was nice to get ahead
very early and kind of cruise from
there. However, I do wish we could of
spread the runs out a little more be-
cause I think that would help us a lot
more,” said Musler. “It’s been up and
down all year, however we have yet to
make a run of any kind. After last
week’s 12-5 win and then today, it’s
real nice to come out like this.”
McClellan (3-6)    2 100 101 5
Watson (7-4) (12) 110 10x 15

Midway Softballers Pummel
Poplar, 5-1, with 4 Runs in 7th

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midway Avenue was on target and
kept the Poplar Avenue men off-bal-
ance with top-notched pitching and a
blazing four-run barrage in the seventh
inning to claim a, 5-1, victory in
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Associa-
tion action at Forest Park on June 30.

Midway fired off nine hits led by
Drew Koski who went 4-for-4, scored
a run and swiped two bags. Steve
Ditrilio banged two RBI, Jay White
battered an RBI single and Paul
Meade rapped a single and tripled.
Larry Loguidice singled and scored a
run and Matt Cahill had one hit.

“I felt I had real good location and
control. I didn’t walk anyone, threw

strikes and got some good defense in-
cluding three double play balls in the
first four innings,” said pitcher Pete
Lima. “I tell the guys, you got to have
defense, pitching and you got to have
hitting and I think we had it all tonight.”

Poplar managed to get nine hits off
Lima. Dave Merkel hammered two
doubles and tripled in his three at-
bats and leadoff hitter James Barba
whacked two hits and swiped a bag.
Kevin Newell and Steve Skarr each
tapped one hit. Tom Smith, Sr.  scored
the lone run, a sacrifice fly to deep
right field in the bottom of the sev-
enth.

The Midway boys plated a run in
the top of the first when Meade trig-
gered a single, bolted to second, sped
to third and dashed home safely on a
sacrifice fly ball by Ditrilio.

“Pitching excellence by both teams
and having a team play well behind
you, man oh man, that’s great softball
and that’s what happened through
five innings,” said Lima.

Defensively, Midway initiated three
fine double plays initiated by third
baseman Anthony Blasi and second
baseman Bianco. Jay White made a
leaping catch of a steaming liner and
added another fine smother of a

grounder and Bianco chased and hauled
in three dazzling shoelace catches.

The most impressive Poplar field-
ing plays came by shortstop Barber
and first baseman Dave Merkel who
bagged and tossed out three Midway
runners. Newell made an impressive
lying-on-your-back snag in the out-
field and Barba sparked two fine
putouts with Tom Smith, Sr.

Meanwhile, Midway took their of-
fensive positions and banged out four
runs in the top of the seventh. Meade
tripled and Ditrilio choked in a run.
Cahill lashed a single, swiped a couple
of bags and scored on Koski’s single.
Not satisfied, Koski pulled off a two-
bag steal and scored on a single by
Loguidice. White strutted to the plate
and directed the ball into the gap,
scoring Loguidice.

“It starts with the pitching and our
new acquisition with Pete for the last
four games allows us to play well,”
said team captain Ditrilio. “We know
he keeps us in every single game and
the bats are going to come around
sooner or later. This time it was a little
later, but with Pete we feel we are
unstoppable.”
Midway 100 000 4 5
Poplar 000 000 1 1

Sc. Pl. Men’s Softball
League Standings:

A DIVISION (June 28):
TEAM W  L T
Dunellen Hotel 12   2 0
Deegan Roofing 13   3 0
Investor Savings   9   5 0
ACI   5 11 0
Sports Medicine   5 11 0
Trinity Electric   2 14 0

B DIVISION:
TEAM W  L T
Cepp’s Vets 13   3 0
DJ’s Limousine 10   3 0
Sofa Kings 11   4 0
T&J’s   7   5 1
Delasal   6   8 0
Mortarulo Masonry   4 10 0
Hocus Pocus   2 10 0
Family Investors   2 12 1

A DIVISION: The D Boys of
Dunellen and Deegan continue to lead
the pack, as the degree of separation
has now been divided in half in this
Division. Is Trinity ever going to win
a meaningful game again in this
league? Hats off to Sports Medicine
for finally putting two productive
games together with their sweep of
ACI. As soon as ACI got some props
last week, they folded like a cheap
tent. Back in the doghouse for them!

B DIVISION: The only ones to
dance through the raindrops were
Cepps and Family Investors, as Cepps
continues to lead the pack in this
hotly contested division. DJ’s and
Sofa Kings are looking for a little
help from someone to catch the Vets,
so the last few weeks should be fun.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANKING UP FOR THE PITCH…Westfield Blue pitcher Brett Ryan really
cranks up his motion before delivering a pitch. Ryan pitched two innings of
scoreless ball against Cranford.
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#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005

Westfield $629,900
Immaculate 3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath Ranch on a deep, fan-shaped
lot, nestled on a quaint, well-manicured street. This home
features a Liv Rm; Formal Dining Room; EIK; Fam Rm; Master
Bedroom w/newer full bath; large Rec Rm in bsmt & 1 car
Garage. Updates incl: Roof, Pella wdws, furn & HWH. WSF0522

Westfield $609,000
Immaculate 3 Bedroom 2 Bath split level offering formal Living
and Dining Rooms; large eat-in Kitchen, wonderful expansive
Family Room with fireplace; grade level Recreation Room and 1-
car attached garage. WSF0335

Westfield $525,000
Spacious custom brick home featuring a tiled entry Foyer, Living
Room, large formal Dining Room with columned entry, Eat-in
Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, 3 Bedrooms, 2 full Baths
and a 1-car attached garage. WSF0433

Mountainside $649,900
Well-maintained 3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath Ranch at the end of a cul-de-
sac featuring formal Living and Dining Rooms, Family Room with
beamed ceiling and fireplace, Sunny Eat-in Kitchen with newer
appliances, hardwood floors in all Bedrooms, Master Suite, massive
Basement with great finishing potential, and a rear flagstone patio
overlooking wooded area. WSF0255

Kathleen Gwaldis
• Top Lister, Month of June
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kathleen Gwaldis in, and she’ll bring results!

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING OF A RALLY…Watson rightfielder Chris Freisen got a ‘safe-at-home’ call after pounding a towering two-
run homer despite the efforts of catcher Paul Stofa. Watson tallied 12 runs in the first inning.


