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If You Have Energy,
America Is the Place

By Asm. Jon Bramnick
LD-21, Westfield

Modern history proves that it is
easy enough for a determined minor-
ity to pull down a government, but
exceedingly difficult to reconstruct
and to re-establish law and order on
new foundations.

Yet our ancestors beat the odds –
they were able to fight oppression –
fight taxation without representation
and establish a government that would
prove to the world “that individual
liberty and freedom were achievable.”

We have many issues that divide
America but there is one that closely
binds us all together – our right to
think and speak from our hearts. We
must continue to tell our children and
remind them to tell their children that
the basic foundations of America are
Freedom and Tolerance.

Tolerance is the backbone of lib-
erty – yet we all know that tolerance
does not extend to those in the world
who would resort to intimidation or
violence and who show no respect to
the value of human life.

As Americans, we are steadfastly
committed to freedom and we will
react accordingly when freedom and
democracy are challenged. Today, we
thank our servicemen and women
who stand in harms way and those
Americans who have lost their lives
because of their commitment to indi-
vidual rights.

Each of you can experience how
very careful America is to protect the
individual rights of all of us.

Visit our own municipal court and
listen carefully to the opening state-
ment of our local judge, Honorable
Brenda Cuba.

The opening statement outlines
your rights against the state – outlines
the state’s burden to prove you guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt and tell
you how to appeal to a higher court.

Our system provides you with a
lawyer if you cannot afford one and
lets your case be decided by other
Americans.

Our judicial system, a separate
branch of government must continue
to protect our individual rights.

There are many examples how we
Americans protect individual rights –
many very wealthy Americans started
with absolutely nothing, just an idea
and a whole lot of energy.

There was no class system or hier-
archy to stop the success of Warren
Buffet, Starbucks creator Howard
Schultz or Bill Gates.

If you have energy – America is the
place.

Editor’s Note: This speech was
given by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
last Thursday evening at the annual
Westfield Community Band concert
for Independence Day in
Mindowaskin Park sponsored by the
Sons of the American Revolution.

Wolder Named
Marketing Officer

SCOTCH PLAINS — Burt Wolder of
Scotch Plains has been appointed senior
vice president and chief marketing of-
ficer at Basking Ridge-based Hooper
Holmes, Inc.

During his 24 years at AT&T, Mr.
Wolder led brand development, advertis-
ing and public relations for AT&T’s op-
erations in Europe, the Middle East and
Africa. He directed web promotions and
publicity for AT&T WorldNet.

As communications vice-president for
AT&T Labs, he promoted the company’s
broadband product and brought new tech-
nology products to market. He was ex-
ecutive communications vice president.

Most recently, Mr. Wolder served as
vice president of communications for
Affiliated Computer Services, Inc. (ACS).

“We are excited that Burt Wolder will
be joining Hooper Holmes as our chief
marketing officer,” said James Calver,
president and chief executive officer of
Hooper Holmes. “He has a proven track
record in building brands, entering new
markets and leading successful teams.
We believe he will be a terrific asset to our
company as we strengthen the Hooper
Holmes brand and work to garner greater
market share.”

Hooper Holmes provides outsourced
risk assessment services to the life insur-
ance industry as well as claims evaluation
information services to the automobile
and workers’ compensation insurance
industries.

Thank You for Supporting and
Hearing Us on Hillcrest

Letters to the Editor

We would like to formally thank all of
those who supported us through and
helped out with our bid to “non-renew”
the lease between the Westfield Board of
Education and the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission for 728
Westfield Avenue (Lincoln School). As a
result of this community pulling together,
gathering information and vocalizing its
concerns, we were able to educate the
Westfield Board of Education about the
very real dangers that Hillcrest Academy
poses to our children and ourselves.

We felt enormous relief when the BOE
listened to our concerns and, acting on
our behalf, chose not to renew the lease.
As all of us know, every day that Hillcrest
Academy remains in our neighborhood,
the potential for tragedy remains as well.
That said, we want to remind the citizens
of Westfield and The Board of Education
of Westfield that there is still work to be
done.

In the June 29 edition of The Westfield
Leader, Dr. Foley is quoted as saying that
if Hillcrest remains in the Lincoln School
facility for 12 more months, by obtaining
emergent relief from the state, it will not
affect plans for the early childhood center
that the Board plans to put in there. While
this may be true, it will greatly affect the
safety of our neighborhood and the safety
of the children who live here and/or at-
tend Edison Intermediate School and
Westfield High School. Twelve more
months means one hundred and eighty
more days living with a school whose
violent population cannot be controlled
by those in charge. It means one hundred
and eighty more days of drug use on our
street corners, of violent students, many
with a history of carrying weapons, walk-
ing aimlessly through the neighborhoods
where our children go to school and play.

We know, through police records and
public testimonies, that these students
have committed arson, assaults with weap-
ons, theft and made terrorist threats. We
also know from watching events unfold
that the teachers and administrators of
this program do not have the power or
ability to create a safe environment for
this neighborhood.

At this point, the Westfield BOE may
believe that the matter is out of their
control, true. If the UCESC decides to
appeal to the State Department of Educa-
tion, it will be up to that entity to decide
our fate. However, we do believe that the
Board is aware of the safety issues and
would hope that they or their attorneys
would let the State know the danger that
we would be in, should Hillcrest stay
twelve more months.

As for us, we too must continue to
make it known that we will not tolerate
this risk to our children. If the UCESC
appeals to the State, then we too must
appeal for help from our state representa-
tives. We must call, e-mail or write Sena-
tor Kean and Assemblymen Munoz and
Bramnick and let them know that this
unnecessary risk to our children will not
be tolerated. Each day that Hillcrest Acad-
emy exists at 728 Westfield Avenue is a
day that is simply a tragedy waiting to
happen. It is in our power to avoid such a
tragedy and we urge you to use your voice
to help us to do so.

So, as we are thanking you for your
help and support we are also asking you to
keep working, talking and writing. For
the sake of all of our children, let your
voices be heard.

Lisa Stern
Sue Hopper

Westfield

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

T W I N E A . P C .

SUGG. RETAIL $360.00    
SALE $199.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $179.00

K I N G S e t

SUGG. RETAIL $1740.00   
SALE $999.00

EXTRA 10% OFF $899.00

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  * (908) 756-7623

Right now, for a limited time, you can enjoy tremendous savings on handcrafted Shifman mattresses. 

Every style is on sale, including all firmnesses and sizes plus extra savings on, Crystal, our best-selling quilted 

mattress. If you have been thinking of purchasing a new mattress, now is the time to do it. 

Shifman - Handcrafted for quality and value since 1893.

OUR
BEST-SELLING

SHIFMAN MATTRESS
AT THE

LOWEST PRICE
OF THE SEASON.

F U L L E A . P C .

SUGG. RETAIL $490.00    
SALE $269.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $242.00

Q U E E N S e t

SUGG. RETAIL $1120.00    
SALE $599.00    

EXTRA 10% OFF $539.00

Save 35%-50% 
plus an additional 10%

Save 35%-50% on all other styles

LAST 4 DAYS!

Extra Savings on Crystal

SALE PRICES

STARTING AT

$179.00
ea. pc.

Closed July 4th.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

Fanwood Couple Receives
American-Arab Award

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Joseph and
Annie Qutub of Fanwood received the
American-Arab ODEH Activist Award
on June 18 for their work establishing
Arab Student Aid International in New
Jersey as a non-profit organization meant
to assist needy Arab students trying to
complete their higher education.

In 30 years of service with Arab Stu-
dent Aid International, the Qutubs over-
saw the dispersion of over $25 million to
nearly 17,000 needy Arab students. The
Arab Student Aid International also helped
in the construction of several buildings
for three Arab universities: Al Quds Uni-
versity, An Najah University and Gaza
Islamic University.

Under the leadership of the Qutubs,
Arab Student Aid International provided
educational opportunities to thousands of
needy Arab students who would not have

otherwise had those opportunities.
Prior to establishing Arab Student Aid

International, he gave 20 years of service
to the YMCA. He held a variety of posi-
tions, including Youth Director, Program
Director and Executive Director, in the
YMCAs of Terre Haute, Ind.; Bethesda/
Chevy Chase, Md.; Rockville, Md. and
Fanwood-Scotch Plains.

Mr. Qutub’s awards include the Dis-
tinguished Service Award for 30 years of
service from ADC-NJ, the 25 Years of
Service Award from the Palestine Heri-
tage Foundation, a special resolution from
the mayor and council of Fanwood for
contributions and services to Arab Stu-
dent Aid International and the commu-
nity and two Paul Harris Awards for spe-
cial services to the Rotary Club and to the
community. He was also the first recipi-
ent of the Special Radio Award given by
the Communications Department at Indi-
ana State University.

Mr. Qutub is a past president and 36-
year member of Rotary International. He
is a trustee of the Palestine Heritage Foun-
dation, member of ADC-NJ, a two-year
leader of the Middle East International
Group of the National Association of
Foreign Student Advisors, founder and
four-year president of the International
Relations Club at Indiana State Univer-
sity and a six-year member of the Council
of Churches in New Jersey.

HONORED...Joseph and Annie Qutub accept honors in Washington, D.C. on
June 18 from the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee.

Kean University Foundation Names
WF’s Cariste to Board of Directors

UNION – William Cariste of Westfield
and Steve Fastook of CNBC in Englewood
Cliffs were recently elected to the Kean
University Foundation Board of Direc-
tors.

Mr. Cariste is a principal of Newmark
Knight Frank. He has been president of
many state and national real estate orga-
nizations.

Mr. Cariste said, “I continue to be
impressed by the management team and
the growth that has been spearheaded by
President (Dawood) Farahi. The rising

level of energy that is evident in this
institution is very impressive.”

Mr. Fastook is vice president of techni-
cal and commercial operations for CNBC
in Englewood Cliffs. He is a graduate of
Kean University in the early 1980s.

A nine-time Emmy Award winner, Mr.
Fastook is a member of the National Acad-
emy of Television Arts and Sciences and
a member of the Society of Motion Pic-
ture and Television Engineers. He was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Hu-
mane Letters this year by his alma mater,
which he credits for giving him the oppor-
tunity to excel in his field.

He said, “Kean gave me a start to which
I attribute much of my success.”

The Foundation Board of Directors is
charged with raising and managing pri-
vate donations for the ultimate benefit of
the University and its students.

Burt Wolder

Business

Embroidery Customer

Of  The Week

Jock Vincentsen
VTM Construction

Management

Town Embroidery
102 Quimby Street

908 233 -1221
www.townembroidery.com

Candidate Questions
Sales Tax Increase

By Patricia Quattrocchi
GOP Candidate for UC Freeholder

Obviously, this all-Democratic Free-
holder Board either doesn’t get it or doesn’t
really care about the hardworking tax-
payers in Union County.

They just approved a county budget in
excess of $400 million - which requires a
4.8 percent increase in the property tax
levy -so one would think that they would
throw the taxpayers a bone and at the very
least let the residents know where they
stand.

Three times in the past several weeks I
have asked them to take a position on
Governor Corzine’s proposed state sales
tax increase and three times they have
remained silent. The only response I got
was to be verbally harassed by the chair-
man as I returned to my seat.

The freeholder board has a responsibil-
ity to speak on behalf of their constituents
as the ramifications of this regressive
form of taxation are far reaching.

When we talk about possibly taxing
professional services used by the average
consumer, like doctor fees as well as
clothing and even food when there are
already taxes on shelter, we are actually
talking about the costs of basic survival.
Many families are living paycheck-to-
paycheck and cutting corners already.
Where will the extra money come from?

The middle and lower income resi-
dents of Union County will be hit espe-
cially hard as they are faced with making
decisions regarding necessary life sus-
taining purchases. Actually this board
hasn’t surprised me one bit as they have
done exactly what I expected they would
- nothing at all.


