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Sponsor Family Notes
Journalism Scholarship

My family and I would like to con-
gratulate Miriam Becker-Cohen on re-
ceiving the fourth annual Edmund K.
Faltermayer Journalism Scholarship. Ms.
Becker-Cohen, who earned a reputation
as gifted and tireless staff member of the
WHS Hi’s Eye, will soon be attending
Amherst College, where she hopes to
write for the campus newspaper.

My father, former Westfield resident
Edmund K. Faltermayer, practiced jour-
nalism for nearly 50 years, primarily as a
reporter for The Wall Street Journal and
as a writer and editor for Fortune maga-
zine. A fund in his name was established
shortly after his death in January 2003,
from complications of ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
disease), with the aim of awarding a schol-
arship each year to a deserving Westfield
High School senior who plans to pursue
journalism at the college level.

Thanks to overwhelming community
support, that goal was first realized in
June 2003. For more information about
the fund, please contact the Westfield
Foundation at (908) 233-9787.

We wish Ms. Becker-Cohen well in all
her future endeavors.

Charlotte Faltermayer Dolling
Scotch Plains

Hedge Property; Refreshing, Positive
Scotch Plains Council Action

Stender Supporter Assails GOP,
Disavows Book Ban as Boycott

Given All the Changes, Our Town
Should Keep A Sharp Pencil

Lipstein Supports Dem Candidates’
Interest Concerning Brookside’s Fate

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
citizen Steven Brainard of Scotch Plains
in response to his email concerning the
Save Brookside Park organization and a
letter that ran in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and The Westfield Leader
on June 15, regarding a picnic held by
this organization in the park. The letter
was copied to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

I received your recent email concern-
ing Brookside Park, and I feel I must
respond.

First, you need to be more forthright.
While you say you are neither a Republi-
can nor a Democrat, during the last Scotch
Plains election you had lawn signs sup-
porting Republican Mayor Martin Marks
and his running mate on your property.
The language you use in your letter, “stir-
ring the pot,” is similar to the language
used by Mayor Marks during the recently
televised township council meeting when
Mayor Marks verbally attacked David
Minchello, an organizer of those citizens
concerned with the future of Brookside
Park.

Your letter appears to be a thinly veiled
guise on behalf of the local Republicans.
It also seems to convey an ominous and
disturbing threat of what might ensue if
the Brookside neighborhood does not
support the Republican candidates in this
year’s election. I don’t think people will
take well to that.

Second, you need to get your facts
straight. The article that appeared in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times was not a
press release, but a news story written by
one of the newspaper’s own reporters. I
don’t think The Times would appreciate
your slandering of its journalistic ethics.

The Save Brookside Park Committee
did not invite Neal LeStrange, Kevin

Glover and Jeff Strauss, all Democratic
candidates, to attend the picnic. They
came anyway because they are concerned
about the future of the park. If the Repub-
lican candidates were equally concerned,
they could have attended as well.

If you are so concerned about Brookside
Park, why haven’t you attended the neigh-
borhood meetings, or helped with the
production or distribution of the flyers?
While your suggestion that the Brookside
Park neighborhood meet with the athletic
associations is a good one, it is not a new
one, as you would have known had you
participated more.

Concerning your attempt to foment
fears about the plans drawn up for
Brookside Park, which include a recre-
ation center, multiple ball fields, expanded
parking and clear cutting groves of trees,
I can’t believe that responsible govern-
ment would expend a considerable amount
of our tax dollars to have professional
plans drawn up to be “leaked out” to
gauge neighborhood reaction. If that is
what happened, we are in worse trouble
than I thought.

Anyone who thinks the township coun-
cil is sensitive to neighborhood concerns
need only drive by the Scotch Hills Golf
Club to see the mini-golf construction
going on, despite the protests from the
neighboring residents. This project will
cost a half million dollars of our tax
money. Who, aside from the township
council, really wants it?

As always, I look forward to a fair,
open, and honest discussion of the issues
that are important to the residents of Scotch
Plains.

Kenneth Lipstein
Chairman

Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

Congratulations to the Scotch Plains
Township Council for rezoning the former
“hedge property.” Hopefully this will be
the first of many steps in the revitalization
of the downtown.

What was particularly refreshing was
to see that the council was able to act in a
positive manner despite some opposition
from the community as well as dissent on
the council. The council also showed an
ability to have its opinion on this issue
evolve over time. Many of our politicians
holding higher office do not have such an
ability, especially when it comes to the
more important issues facing our nation
as a whole.

The entire Scotch Plains community

owes a great deal of thanks to Ray Pardon
for his efforts on behalf of the business
community, especially in relation to the
development of this piece of property.
Ray was one of the first advocates of the
development and his support has never
wavered.

It will be interesting to see how the
development process progresses. I’m sure
that the council will be able to find a
developer who will have a creative and
purposeful plan for the property. Let’s
hope this will be a jump-start for an im-
proved business community, which will
benefit our entire township.

Steve Goldberg
Scotch Plains

I would suggest that Mr. Andrew
MacDonald and Mr. Douglas MacNeil
more closely read the press release put out
by 7th Congressional District Candidate
Linda Stender about “Godless” by Ann
Coulter. Ms. Stender calls for a boycott of
Coulter’s latest piece of extremist drivel,
not a ban. Nowhere in the press release is
any form of the word ban used, and that is
important for people to understand be-
cause of the definitions of the two words.

Ban is defined as “to prohibit, espe-
cially by official decree.” Boycott is de-
fined as “to abstain from or act together in
abstaining from using, buying, or dealing
with as an expression of protest or disfa-
vor.” Clearly, a world of difference exists
between asking people to abstain from
buying a book and stating that it should be
prohibited by law from being sold.

In fact, Ms. Stender appeared on Larry
King Live on CNN to discuss the issue.
When asked directly by Mr. King if she
was calling for a ban of the book, Ms.
Stender replied, “...no Larry, we are call-
ing for a boycott. Ann Coulter can write
whatever she wants, but we can ask people
not to buy it.” A clip of the video can be
seen at www.lindastenderforcongress.com.

No issue with the First Amendment
argument from me with Mr. MacNeil.
However, for Mr. MacDonald, a GOP
politician with a vested interest in smear-
ing Ms. Stender, to distort her words for
political gain shows just how devoid of
ideas the Republican Party is these days.

Mr. MacDonald smears Ms. Stender, who
is running for Congress against Rep. Mike
Ferguson, and our dear Congressman
keeps his hands clean.

Anyone who represents change, any-
one who won’t “stay the course,” gets
attacked and gets attacked hard. They
have no ideas, only false wedge issues
like gay marriage meant to keep us di-
vided. They have no financial policy,
only more tax cuts which plunge us deeper
into debt. Most recently, the GOP-led
Senate in Washington squashed an at-
tempt by Senate Democrats and a handful
of moderate Republicans to raise the mini-
mum wage, which hasn’t been upped in
over 10 years. They have no plan for Iraq
other than saying “stay the course” and
“we’ll stand down when the Iraqi troops
stand up”. The Republicans in Congress
have been talking about more training
since the 2004 Presidential campaign,
and still, most Iraqi troops cannot fight
alone without support from US soldiers.
We need leadership on these issues, not
more rhetoric and campaign slogans.
Recent polls show that over 2/3 of Ameri-
cans believe that the country is on the
“wrong track.”

A vote for MacDonald and Ferguson,
gets us more of the same, and keeps us on
that wrong track. A vote for Linda Stender
is a vote for change and getting us back on
the right track.

Chris Sdao
Westfield

Since I am not one to regularly be
sitting in at town council or county gov-
ernment meetings, I pose these questions
to whomever in our local government
feels is properly educated to answer them.

In the last year, we have seen high tech
meters installed into our municipal park-
ing lots. Now, we as a town have to unfor-
tunately place traffic lights around Moun-
tain Avenue and Central Avenue due to
increased traffic. Mind you, this decision
was probably unofficially accelerated by
the fact that it has become apparent to
many of us, especially with young chil-
dren, that the local cultural practice in
Westfield of traffic yielding to pedestrians
is quickly and sadly disappearing.

With all of these changes, we as resi-
dents should expect long-term local tax
savings to the residents of our great town.
The centralized meters should mean less
manpower to physically collect the money
as well as possibly an increase in meter
and parking ticket revenues. For instance,
people can no longer “ride” the backside
of someone else’s unexpired time and the
meter readers now have the ability to
download all expired parking slots in a lot
in one fell swoop.

Additionally, the new traffic lights
should mean that we obviously no longer
ever need our local traffic and meter police
to man the Rialto intersections in town.

Then I ask, why are we not hearing
anything about a cut in traffic and meter
personnel on the part of the town? Have
these extra bodies been quietly reassigned
or given “new” duties in the ever-grow-
ing budgets of government fat? Are we in
fact collecting more meter and parking
ticket money or has a simple five minute
comparison study of this even taken place
or been planned? Should not the costs of
all these innovations be eventually more
than offset by the benefits?

While some may argue that a few sala-
ries and additional meter revenues is noth-
ing important to focus on or be so upset

about, our town should always be ex-
pected to keep a sharp pencil so we can
maximize our limited financial resources.

As a poignant example, Superinten-
dent Foley of our schools suggested a
centralized kindergarten option that would
cost the town about $250,000 a year in
busing expenses. Hmmm, examining for
comparison a bloated town payroll and
unidentified meter and ticket revenues
doesn’t look so petty after all.

Aaron Turnof
Westfield

Community Thanked
For Bone Marrow Drive

This past Sunday, June 25, a bone
marrow and blood drive was held at
Temple Emanu-El in honor of Joanne
Heller-Saunders, a Westfield mother of
two and a half year old twins in need of a
bone marrow transplant.

The drive yielded 82 new additions to
The National Bone Marrow Registry and
45 blood donors. Financial donations from
the community totaled nearly $6,000.
With matching funds from The Marrow
Foundation, the total amount raised for
the cause was nearly $8,000. We are so
grateful to the community for such an
outstanding turnout on a miserable rainy
day.

Special thanks are in order to Temple
Emanu-El for providing the drive with a
wonderful location, dedicated mainte-
nance staff who arrived early on a Sunday
morning to help with set-up, and Jill
Cimafonte, the Temple’s Early Child-
hood Education Department director, for
assisting in organizing the event. A world
of gratitude goes out to our army of dedi-
cated volunteers who sacrificed a cozy
rainy Sunday with their families to facili-
tate a smoothly run drive.

The ultimate thanks are for the 82 people
who joined The National Bone Marrow
Registry in hopes of finding a match for
Joanne, and to those who donated blood
to replenish local supply. The compas-
sion and generosity of the community
toward this cause has been overwhelm-
ing.

For anyone who was unable to attend
the drive but is interested in joining The
National Bone Marrow Registry, a self-
test kit can be ordered online through
www.marrow.org. One can register
online, and order a tissue typing kit for a
fee of $52. The kit is mailed directly to
you, and you perform a swab of your
cheek cells to test for tissue type. Each
year more than 35,000 children and adults
in the United States are diagnosed with
diseases for which a marrow or blood cell
transplant could be a cure.

Thanks again to the generous commu-
nity of Westfield and to others who trav-
eled to Westfield for this drive. We hope
and pray for a successful match for Joanne,
and a healthy future.

Abby Saunders
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Selcouth – Rare; unusual
2. Synocil – In zoology, a sense organ

in sponges
3. Zabra – Small sailing vessel
4. Zimb – Dipterous insect of Ethiopia

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INEXTIRPABLE
1. Not subject to corruption
2. Uncontrollable; unmanageable
3. Not to be uprooted
4. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
TIND

1. To force or drive out; expel
2. To mix or jumble
3. To bend or turn
4. To kindle

INDUVIAE
1. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
2. The withered leaves which remain

on the stems of some plants
3. Discolored or blackened
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
THRENODY

1. Humiliation; shame; falling from
grace

2. Of little or no consequence
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. The art of magic; legerdemain

Stender’s Comments Have A Strong Whiff Of Censorship
Please refer to the paragraph listed

below which is from the press release of
Assemblywomen Quigley and Stender. 

 “No one in New Jersey should buy this
book and allow Ann Coulter to profit
from her hate-mongering. We are asking
New Jersey retailers statewide to stand
with us and express their outrage by re-
fusing to carry or sell copies of Coulter’s
book. Her hate-filled attack on our 9-11
widows has no place on New Jersey book-
shelves.”

Mr. Ratner failed to indicate that the
word “boycott” is also not mentioned. In
the dictionary, the word “ban” means to
“prohibit or forbid, especially by official
decree.” Although she is not directly at-
tempting to keep people from obtaining
Miss Coulter’s book by official decree, as
an elected official, she is not ashamed to
ask all bookstores in New Jersey to refuse
to carry a certain book just because she
doesn’t like its content.

This would deny anyone interested in
judging for himself or herself the right to
formulate their own conclusions and opin-
ions and, to say the least, her comments
have a strong whiff of censorship.

Censor: is defined as “a person autho-
rized (in her mind only in the case of Ms.
Stender) to examine books, films and
other material and to remove or suppress
what is considered (again, by Ms. Stender)
morally, politically or otherwise objec-
tionable.”

Based on the fact that the words “boy-
cott” and “ban” are not mentioned in this
press release, it is easy for one to come to
the conclusion that she wants the book
banned simply because of three pages of
over-the-top criticism of the “Jersey Girls”
who, over the years, have decided to
become mouthpieces for the Democratic
Party and blame 9/11 entirely on Presi-
dent Bush while giving Bill Clinton a
pass.

Is this who we want representing us in
Washington? I hope not. I’m voting for
Mr. Ferguson, if for no other reason than
that people who favor censorship are not
what we are about as a country. The press
release by Ms. Stender shows a complete
lack of professionalism on her part and an
adherence to radical liberalism that we
already have enough of in Washington.

If we non-liberals can stomach people
like Dan Rather, Michael Moore and The
New York Times (among many others,)
people like Ms. Stender and Mr. Ratner
(who particularly loves to dish it out judg-
ing by how often The Westfield Leader
prints his letters) should be able to deal
with “Godless” by Ms. Coulter.

What I find most satisfying about this
whole chain of events is that for the next
two years George Bush will still be our
President and there is not a thing that the
angry liberal Mr. Ratner can do about it
except put out his rambling, vitriolic, and

County Lawsuit
Information Sought

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Union County Freeholder Chairman Alex
Mirabella and copied to the newspaper.

On June 8, I attended a freeholder
meeting and requested an explanation as
to how the county liability insurance works
in regards to lawsuits — particularly in
the case of the lawsuit that was recently
settled regarding the harassment of the
former decorated Sheriff’s Officer
Viirginia Fanelli which cost taxpayers
millions of dollars in attorney’s fees alone
— perhaps the most expensive employee
lawsuit in Union County’s history.

It has been reported that the county had
to sue its insurance carriers because this
harassment complaint wasn’t reported to
the insurers properly.

I have checked the county website. To
date, there has been no information re-
garding what this insurance company suit
has cost the taxpayers.

On June 22, 2006, I again attended a
freeholder meeting and reminded you that
you had agreed to supply me with this
information. To date, it has not been pro-
vided. It has been almost four weeks (25
days) since it was promised.

I am also waiting to review the settle-
ment documents in the Fanelli case. An
OPRA request placed last month was
returned and marked “Document is not
available yet”. The check registry shows
Ms. Fanelli being compensated on June
14, 2006. An OPRA request for the suit
involving Malcolm vs. MacDonald was
returned “Document can not be located.”

Surely lawsuits that has cost taxpayers
so much is information the public should
be granted expediently.

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Assoc.

Letters to the Editor

Being Free, Proud and Thankful;
Kelly Soars, Chemidlin Released

NASA says that the manned space program is
necessary to stimulate and foster the human spirit. At
first glance, this concept seems a little fuzzy. Upon
further examination, however, we must agree with
NASA. There certainly is a need for the development
of our vision and actions.

One such New Jerseyan who exemplifies just what
NASA is trying to say is Mark Kelly of West Orange.
Astronaut Kelly piloted the space shuttle Tuesday
with “the right stuff” during our nation’s birthday.

Congratulations to Mr. Kelly and the entire space
shuttle crew. Godspeed. We commend your bravery,
attainment and vision. May they prove to be an
example for us here on the ground as we struggle
with the issues that continually appear on the front
pages of newspapers. You make Americans proud
and reinforce the notion, our assertion to be free.

Yesterday, another New Jerseyan made the news
as he was granted his freedom. Michael Chemidlin
of Scotch Plains was released from arrest in Sierra
Leone after a nearly three-month ordeal.

Freedom in Freetown, Sierra Leone has a com-
pletely different meaning than here in the United
States. Mr. Chemidlin was arrested there for taking
a photograph of the court building – an act that is
against their law. He was charged with treason.

Mr. Chemidlin has not yet returned to the United
States. He was released once before during the
ordeal, and then he was rearrested. When he returns
home, his thoughts of what freedom means in this
country will certainly be worth hearing.

New Jerseyans are free, proud and thankful today
for the reasons above. Yet, everyone in this state has
reason to be concerned this week.

In particular, our state government is shut down
and citizens may soon be harmed. We urge our
legislators in Trenton to draw from exemplary acts
like those demonstrated by Astronaut Mark Kelly
– courage, honor and inspiration  – and do the right
thing. End the government shutdown in a respon-
sible and swift manner. Reset New Jersey on the
right path for the future.

There Are People Who Take Advantage
Of Innocent People For Money

I just graduated from WHS last year. I
applied for nanny jobs this summer and a
family asked me to baby-sit for their
children. I wanted everyone in Westfield
to know what is going on. This is what
happened:

A family contacted me stating that they
lived in my town and would be back from
vacation in a short time. They offered me
a nice job, but insisted that I open an
account with Wells Fargo bank so they
could wire me $100 dollars up front. I
insisted that they pay me when they came
back home, but they wouldn’t listen. They
demanded that I open the account or I
would lose the job.

I knew something was fishy, so I called

my references and found out that they did
not receive a call from this mystery fam-
ily. Then, I called Wells Fargo bank and
told them the situation. They told me that
there is a scam going around where some-
one would tell you that they would wire
you money and some way get you to wire
money somewhere else.

In this case, they would have access to
all of the money in your account and leave
you with nothing. I think it is important
that everyone keep their eyes open be-
cause there are people out there who will
take advantage of innocent people for
money!

Robin Streit
Westfield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

goleader.com/help

Stender’s Call, It Amounts to a Ban

sometimes incoherent letters which make
him look like just another radical, un-
hinged liberal with no solutions.

Every now and then, the silent majority
through people like Ms. Coulter has a
right to speak out. Deal with it. Although
her comments regarding the “Jersey Girls”
were extreme, it’s her entire book that
Ms. Stender wants to suppress which
makes her someone we don’t need repre-
senting us. A vote for Stender is a vote for
censorship. Not a very good alternative.

Brian Fitzpatrick
Westfield

called for was much closer to a ban than
a boycott. A boycott occurs when a group
refrains from buying a product that is
available for purchase for the purpose of
intimidation or coercion. Stender was
calling for the product to not be made
available for purchase and thus deny
people the opportunity to read the book.

Granted, no legal prohibition on the
sale of the book was proposed by Stender,
but nevertheless, what she was calling for
amounted to an informal, nongovernmen-
tal banning of the book.

Robert Shire
Westfield

First there were the letters attacking As-
semblywoman Linda Stender for calling for
a ban on Ann Coulter’s new book in which
she criticizes a group of 9/11 widows.

Then there were the letters attacking
the first group of writers for distorting the
facts, claiming that Stender had only called
for a boycott of the book and not the
banning of it. And then there was Robert
Ratner pointing out that Stender hadn’t
used the word “ban,” that her asking all
New Jersey retailers to voluntarily refrain
from selling Coulter’s book was not a
“ban,” and attacking all Republicans.

Well, for my money, what Stender


