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CHANGING OF GUARD…Andy Calamaras of Fanwood, last year’s
governor of Rotary District 7510, pins Dr. Michael Hart of Westfield as
the organization’s new governor on Wednesday, June 27 in Westfield.

WF Chamber to
Host Car Shows
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

Chamber of Commerce will host car
shows in the South Avenue train sta-
tion parking lot on July 16, August 13
and September 10.

The shows will feature music, a
hula-hoop contest and children’s ac-
tivities and door prizes.

Organizers will award 22 show tro-
phies for categories including “Best
in Show” and “Best Classic Car.”The
shows will run from noon until 5 p.m.
Registration will start at 11:45 a.m.
The Chamber requests a $5 donation
from owners of show cars and a $1
donation from the public; a portion of
the proceeds will be donated to the
Chambers Endowment Fund.

For information or directions, call
George Withers at (908) 789-0839 or
Bill Mackey’s Salsa Dance Co. at
(908) 400-7348.
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POLICE BLOTTER

for 36 years, if Mr. Petrino asks me to
continue (with the Hillcrest issue), I
will,” he told The Leader.

Westfield BOE member and liaison
to the UCESC Alice Hunnicutt recused
herself during the executive session of
Thursday’s UCESC meeting due to a
conflict of interest given her BOE seat.

According to Ms. Hunnicutt, once
the petition is filed, the state commis-
sioner of education will either make a
decision or refer the case to an admin-
istrative law judge to decide.

Ms. Hunnicutt also said that it is
possible that there could be a public
hearing on the case and that wit-
nesses could be summoned.

Westfield BOE President Anne
Riegel told The Leader, “I don’t know
enough to comment about the lease
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State Budget Crisis

Correction
Coverage on the Westfield Board

of Education’s June 20 meeting
should have stated that children of
non-Westfield residents covered un-
der the Westfield Association of
Administrators and Supervisors’
(WAAS) contract with the Westfield
Board of Education who are cur-
rently attending Westfield schools
will not have to pay tuition. Chil-
dren of future hires who are non-
residents will have to pay tuition if
they want their children to attend
Westfield schools.
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UCESC Files Petition
and legal situation at this point.”

In response to the question of the
timeline for the renovation project in-
volving Lincoln School (where Hillcrest
is located) should the UCESC be granted
emergency relief by the state, Mrs.
Riegel said, “I also don’t know enough
about the timing of construction to have
the facility renovated for September of
2008, assuming we get the community’s
support for a bond in December.”

“My sense is that we could accom-
plish this, but I’m not sure,” she said.

The Leader filed Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) requests for all
correspondence between the BOE and
the UCESC concerning the non-re-
newal of the lease for 728 Westfield
Avenue (Hillcrest Academy) with BOE
School Business Administrator Rob-
ert Berman. His response was as fol-
lows: “The matter is in active litiga-
tion and all inquiries regarding same
should be directed to Board of Educa-
tion Attorney Richard J. Kaplow.”

The UCESC will hold its next meet-
ing on Wednesday, September 6, at
7:30 p.m. at 45 Cardinal Drive, floor
2, in Westfield.

photo courtesy of  Deirdre Hewett
NATURE...On June 30 at 706 East Broad Street in Westfield, this hawk selects its
meal from the abundant rabbit population in the area.

State police and state hospitals, as
well as correctional facilities staff, have
reported to work as normal. All “non-
essential” workers have been told not to
report to work. Governor Corzine said
that the shutdown would furlough about
45,000 state employees spread across
31 departments. The state has approxi-
mately 80,000 employees.

“Those (essential services) include
facilities and personnel involved in
providing for the health, safety and
welfare of the state’s population, as
well as the protection of property.
Agencies such as the State Police, the
Division of Youth and Family Ser-
vices, the Department of Corrections
and substantial parts of the Depart-
ment of Human Services will continue
to operate,” a press release issued by
the governor’s office on July 1 stated.

“It’s time to get our house in order,
and I look forward to working with my
partners in the legislature in the hours
and days ahead until we have done
precisely that,” Governor Corzine said.

Robin Marko, secretary to
Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau,

and zoning ordinances and the use of
an architectural review board “based
on the way it is now can’t sustain
judicial muster.”

“The idea of giving teeth to the
architectural review board is great in
theory,” he added. “Unfortunately, it’s
not sustainable in a court of law. Our
committee has been reviewing the
demolition permit process and looked
into a notice requirement.”

Councilman Foerst said he doesn’t
know if Westfield has the ability to
require neighbor notification.

“We as a council vote on demolitions
but have no legal basis just to deny an
application. We just have oversight of
the process. We’ll continue looking at
the demolition permit process to have
the neighborhood protected. We’ve
asked (Building Inspector) Steve Freed-
man to review the process to make it a
more neighborly process,” he said.

The number of approved demolitions
in town has risen from seven in 2001 to
73 in 2005, he said earlier this year.

Mayor Skibitsky told The Westfield
Leader that the council has spoken
about notifying neighbors, “but noth-
ing too serious. We mentioned it in
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Overdevelopment Concerns
passing. Of course, once that hap-
pens, the way the laws read, there’s
nothing neighbors can do.”

The mayor said he hoped the com-
mittee he would appoint could look at
the work of Code Review Committee
and “create an all-encompassing sug-
gestion that limits the size of a house
and does a better job of notifying
people. It’s a major task. It’s a balanc-
ing act to be within state law and not
take away someone’s rights.”

Mr. Rippe said he hopes people will
sign the petition and eventually a referen-
dum will pass requiring the town to notify
neighbors when there’s an adjacent demo-
lition and make the site plans available to
everyone, review the height and the size
of homes and limit the amount of excava-
tion in terms of killing trees.

Mr. Rippe said that the character
and the charm of the town is changing
and, in his opinion, not for the better.

“It’s their right to build and it’s my
right to move out,” he said.  “The town
is dramatically different from when I
moved here. There’s a lot of fast money
here now. It’s an aggressive and com-
petitive town and it’s lost the small-
town home feeling.”

said that due to the shutdown of state
courts including the Superior Court
in Elizabeth all requests for restrain-
ing orders will be administered by
municipal court judges.

Municipal governing bodies have
expressed concern as to whether the
shutdown would delay property tax
bills that must be mailed out this month
for the August 1 quarterly deadline.

“We cannot send out tax bills until
we know what our state aid is,” Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skitbitsky said. “We
assume it will be flat” at $4.5 million.

“Individually, I am sure there will
be residents affected,” he said, citing
Lottery ticket sales and the casinos.

“I do not expect this thing to be
prolonged,” he said.

Scotch Plains Township Adminis-
trator Tom Atkins told The Leader the
state shutdown “should not impact
township operations.”

“I would expect the stalemate to be
resolved before July 5 but if it goes
five more days or so, check back with
me, I might have more worries,” he
wrote The Leader in an e-mail.

He also expressed a concern for
state employees who reside in Scotch
Plains and would be impacted by an
extended state shutdown.

“Going several days without pay can
hurt some families,” Mr. Atkins said.

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti said if the borough is un-
able to mail out tax bills, “We will be
in deep trouble by August 1.”

He said once bills are mailed “it
will be two weeks for us to get
money in.” Mountainside only has
$1.3 million in reserves to cover $12
million in tax obligations for the
local school system, county and
borough, he said.

Democratic State Senator Nicho-
las Scutari (LD-22, Linden) said yes-
terday the stalemate is “unbeliev-
able. I’ve never scene anything like
it.”

He said, although the Senate pre-
sented a “compromise” to settle the
conflict, “Unforunately [they] have
been unable to  gain support” from
Assembly Democrats.

“We really need the leadership
(Governor Corzine, Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts and Senate
President Richard Codey)  to come
up with an agreement,” he said.

“Hale Insurance remains the county’s
broker of record and taxpayers have
saved hundreds of thousands over the
years through self-insurance programs
that Hale has set up for the county.”

Mr. D’Elia said he did not know
how long Mr. Readlinger has been
the county’s insurance broker. Ac-
cording to Westfield Leader archives,
legal advertising contracts show that
Mr. Readlinger has been the broker
since at least 2001.

Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin, a current resident
and former mayor of Cranford, has
called for the freeholders to remove
Hale Insurance as insurance broker.

“Unfortunately, it’s clearer than ever
that pay-to-play politics are alive and
well in Union County. Despite serious
charges of illegal conduct of Hale In-
surance Brokerage, including forgery
of a municipal official’s signature and
the alleged admission of the forgery to
a member of Cranford’s governing
body and Cranford’s township attor-
ney, the all-Democrat freeholder board
has chosen to defend a big-time politi-
cal contributor rather than protect the
taxpayers of Union County,” Mr. Morin
said in a statement released Thursday.

“The freeholders should immedi-
ately remove Hale Insurance as its
broker and undertake an open and
public bidding process for a replace-
ment – now,” he said.

He said he believes Cranford Demo-
crats may have been “pushed” by county
Democrats to approve a Hale contract.

“I think it has everything to do with
county government,” he said. “These
are serious allegations. They (the free-
holders) are not taking this seriously.”

According to a biography on Hale
Insurance website, Mr. Readlinger
started his career at an Elizabeth agency
in 1979. He opened Hale Insurance
And Financial Services in 2003.

Information published at haleins.com
on March 4, 1996 and obtained through

zoominfo.com found that politically,
Mr. Readlinger was active with the Ray
Bateman and Thomas H. Kean guber-
natorial campaigns, served as mayor of
Branchburg and was a candidate for
insurance commissioner in Governor
Christine Whitman’s administration. He
was a campaign advisor to former Gov-
ernor James McGreevey’s.

“The question is, do you want to
wrap yourselves around both parties,”
Mr. Morin said in response to Mr.
Readlinger’s political connections.

According to the Federal Election
Commission (FEC) website, Mr.
Readlinger gave a total of $13,100
over the past six years to both Demo-
crats and Republicans, including
Michael Lapolla’s 2000 primary Con-
gressional campaign, Sen. Frank
Lautenberg’s 2002 campaign, Rep.
Michael Ferguson’s 2002, 2003 and
2005 campaigns as well as his 2006
opponent Assemblywoman Linda
Stender’s campaign, Governor Jon
Corzine’s 2000 U.S. Senate campaign
and State Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.’s 2006
U.S. Senate campaign.

The Star Ledger reported that Mr.
Readlinger has donated over $90,000
to Union County Democrats since
1998. Democrats took majority of
county government the previous year.
Access to the New Jersey Election
Law Commission website, which in-
cludes information on campaign do-
nations, was not available last Friday.

Westfield
Monday, June 26, Orlando Soto, 25, of

Roselle Park was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cacciola
Place on outstanding warrants from New-
ark, for $400, and Woodbridge Township,
for $412. He was released after posting bail.

Monday, June 26, the owner of a West
South Ave. building reported that someone
wrote on his building with a magic marker.

Monday, June 26, Lydia Reinhold, 41,
of Elizabeth was arrested in the 600 block
of North Avenue, West, for contempt of
court. Reinhold posted $500 bail on the
Scotch Plains warrant and was released.

Monday, June 26, Calvin Mottley, 36,
of New York was arrested at South and
Windsor Avenues on warrants from
Cranford, for $125, and Carteret, for $120.
Mottley was released after posting bail.

Monday, June 26, Patrick Thomson, 27,
of Cranford was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at North and Central Avenues
on a warrant for theft out of South Plainfield.
He was released after posting $2,500 bail.

Thursday, June 29, Kahalilah Ragland,
30, of East Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail on outstanding warrants out of
Westfield, for $500, and Newark, for $300.
She was transported to the Union County
jail and was committed on default of bail.

Thursday, June 29, Timothy Parker, 39,
of Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop in the 200 block of Elm Street
on outstanding warrants from Westfield,
for $500; Plainfield, for $805, and North
Plainfield, for $232. He was held in lieu of
bail pending transport to Union County jail.

Friday, June 30, Vincent Tomasso, 19,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated and refusal
to submit to an alcotest following a motor
vehicle accident on Forest Avenue. No

injuries were reported. He subsequently
was released to a responsible individual.

Friday, June 30, after being stopped for
a motor vehicle violation at South and
Westfield Avenues, Marlon Herrera-Ruiz,
27, of North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding South Plainfield warrant for
$136. He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, July 1, a Westfield resident
reported that someone stole his locked
bicycle from the south-side train station.

Sunday, July 2, numerous vehicles on
Hyslip Avenue, West Broad, Pierson and
First Streets and Codding Road had their
driver’s side tires punctured while parked.

Scotch Plains
Monday, June 26, a Hunter Avenue resi-

dent reported that someone used her debit
card to make purchases totaling $1,792.

Monday, June 26, a Lake Avenue resi-
dent reported that someone removed the
front license plate from his vehicle while
it was parked in front of his house.

Thursday, June 29, Robert Miller, 44, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with theft. According to police, an investi-
gation into suspicious activity determined
that the suspect had stolen items from a
convenience store. Miller was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released on a summons, police said.

Thursday, June 29, a Crestwood Road
resident reported that her daughter’s un-
locked bicycle was stolen from a school
bike rack. The value of the bicycle is $100.

Saturday, July 1, Robert Wactor, 21, of
Elizabeth was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop for careless driving determined
he had an outstanding warrant out of
Newark. Wactor was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased to the Newark Police Department.

Saturday, July 1, Manfred Jurado, 30, of
Edison was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop for speeding, when it was deter-
mined he had an outstanding warrant out of
Metuchen. He was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed and released to
the Metuchen Police Department.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 27, a resident reported

that the Forest Road Park building was
vandalized with graffiti.

Wednesday, June 28, Edwin Nunez-
Bustillos, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with hindering arrest by giv-
ing false information to police following
a motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, June 28, a store owner in
the 180 block of South Avenue reported
that someone gave him a counterfeit $50
bill to purchase merchandise from the store.
Police said the owner was unable to pro-
vide a description of the suspect. The coun-
terfeit bill was later confiscated by police.

Friday, June 30, Raisin Davis, 32, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road, which re-
vealed an outstanding Greenwich Town-
ship warrant in the amount of $374.

Friday, June 30, a resident reported he
left his bicycle behind a South Ave. busi-
ness and when he returned the next day, it
was missing. The bicycle was valued at $40.

Saturday, July 1, Verna Dillard, 56, of
Roselle was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop, which revealed an outstand-
ing warrant out of Scotch Plains for $89.

Sunday, July 2, Marie Bishop, 40, of
Union was arrested and charged with driv-
ing under the influence (DUI) and careless
driving following a motor vehicle accident
on Terrill Road, which resulted in three
injuries. The suspect and the victims were
transported to Muhlenburg Hospital.

Sunday, July 2, David Macclymont, 45,
of Scotch Plains was arrested for DUI after
several motorists reported an erratic driver
to 911. According to police, Macclymont
admitted to taking several prescription
medications as well as consuming alcohol
before operating his vehicle.
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WF Contract
department chairs, school principals,
assistant principals, instructional tech-
nology and maintenance supervisors
and gifted-and-talented supervisor.

The contract doesn’t include the su-
perintendent, assistant superintendents,
board secretary or district accountant.

Union employees representing the
WAAS in contract talks were Stewart
Carey, Roosevelt Intermediate School
principal; Jeanette Munoz, Jefferson
School principal; Robert Roth, new K-
12 world languages supervisor, and Jo-
seph Malanga, Wilson School principal.

BOE negotiating members were
Beth Cassie, board president Anne
Riegel, Richard Solomon and vice-
president Ginny Leiz.

Ms. Schmidt said negotiations con-
tinue with secretaries and paraprofes-
sionals, whose contract expired June
30. Contract talks begin in mid-May.

Kean: Budget Crisis
‘Creation of Ruling Dems’

TRENTON – Senate Republican
Whip Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield)
issued the following statement yester-
day in response to Assembly Speaker
Joseph Roberts’ news conference on
the budget stalemate.

“The current crisis is entirely the
creation of the ruling Trenton Demo-
crats, whose warring bosses and splin-
tered factions have placed our state at
the brink of fiscal ruin. The squabbling
power brokers of an exhausted and
fractured party have simply chosen to
ignore their constitutional obligations
and the public good. As a result, our
people have been placed at risk.

“Tomorrow (July 5) will be a dark
day in the history of this state if the
current disaster wrought by the Demo-
crats is not averted. Thousands of
people will return from the Indepen-
dence Day holiday to find that the
basic obligations of government can
no longer be fulfilled.

“A new business will be unable to
open because they cannot obtain per-
mits from the DEP, a young motorist
will be unable to obtain a driver’s li-
cense needed for a summer job, crimi-
nal investigations that require DNA or
ballistics testing will be needlessly
stalled. A restaurant or hotel owner will
have to contemplate telling an employee
that they are about to be laid off.

“A road project will be halted, de-

nying a highly skilled worker his pay-
check. A senior citizen or disabled
person will wonder whether their
PAAD prescription will be filled in
the uncertain days ahead. The ripples
of Democrat irresponsibility will be
felt across the economy like a stone
striking the still water of a pond.

“The people of New Jersey are go-
ing to be punished – in a thousand
ways both great and small – because
the Democrat machine has been bro-
ken. The indifference to everything
except reelection has been exposed in
the harsh light of this crisis. The people
deserved much more from their elected
representatives, and sadly, they have
been given very little in the way of
sober and responsible leadership.

“There is still time to rescue the
state if the Democrat leadership will
only listen to the wisdom of the people
and live up to the promises they made
in the last election. We need to move
quickly to pass a budget that does not
raise taxes and forces the government
to live within its means.

“We need to effect real reductions
in the wasteful spending habits that
have come to dominate Trenton over
the last four years. Finally, we need
fundamental reforms to repair a shat-
tered budget process and prevent this
type of disaster from ever happening
again,” Senator Kean said.

DWC to Sponsor
Sidewalk Sale

WESTFIELD – Sidewalk Sale
Days will take place in downtown
Westfield from Thursday, July 13
through Sunday, July 16. Retailers
will set up tables on the sidewalks
with their bargains. This Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) spon-
sors this annual event. In the event of
rain, retailers may hold indoor sales.

“Chips the Clown” will provide en-
tertainment in the downtown area dur-
ing the afternoons of all four days of the
sale. Don’t miss out on getting your
caricature done by Gina Minichino on
July 13 or July 15 from 2 until 4 p.m.
The “Mad Hatter” will be providing
balloon creations in the downtown area
as well. Call the DWC office for dates
and times during the event. 

For more information about
Westfield and downtown events, call
the DWC at (908) 789-9444 for an
events calendar or Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza Application. See the DWC
website www.WestfieldToday.com.

DWC Sponsors
‘Sweet Sounds’

WESTFIELD – The “Sweet Sounds
Downtown” Jazz Festival, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), continues its 10th annual
season. Performances will take place
on sidewalks and street corners for 10
consecutive weeks on Tuesdays from
July 4 through Sept. 5 from 7 to 9 p.m.

Bands will play on Central Avenue in
front of The Bombay Company, the
lawn in front of the North Avenue Train
Station, the corner of East Broad Street
and Prospect Street, Elm Street in front
of the Baptist Church and in a new
location at the South Avenue Train Sta-
tion. The performances scheduled for
July 11 include Stringbean and the
Stalkers, Scott Hunter & The Soul
Searchers, Alfred Patterson Trio, Car-
rie Jackson and Chris Colenari Quartet.
In the event of rain, the performances
will take place on Wednesday, July 12.

While enjoying the music of “Sweet
Sounds Downtown”, enjoy dining at
one of Westfield’s fine restaurants or
shop and stroll through downtown.

Chemidlin’s Family
Waits Word on Release

SCOTCH PLAINS – State Depart-
ment spokesperson Janelle Hironimus
yesterday confirmed press reports that
missionary Michael Chemidlin, 57,
of Scotch Plains, held on conspiracy
charges in Sierra Leone for two
months, was “free to leave the coun-
try” after a judge determined there
was “insufficient evidence for the case
to proceed.” No other information
was released.

Mr. Chemidlin, an active member
of the National Guard, has been held
in Sierra Leone since April after he
was arrested while taking pictures of
the United Nations court complex
where former Liberian President
Charles Taylor is being held. He was
charged with attempting to free Tay-
lor, who is being held on war crimes.
Mr. Chemidlin has said he is innocent
of the charges. He was arrested with
three other Sierra Leone nationals.

Emmie Salerno of Edison told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times yes-
terday that she was still waiting to
here from her brother. She learned of
his release from a reporter while at-
tending a family picnic.

“Until I hear he has his feet on
American soil” she will wait his re-
turn, Ms. Salerno said.

see it all at
goleader.com


