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INDEPENDENCE…The Westfield Community Band performs last Thursday and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick addresses
the crowd in celebration of the birth of the Unites States of America at the annual Independence Day concert sponsored by
the Sons of the American Revolution at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

UCESC Files Petition With State
To Extend Hillcrest Lease for Year

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of the
Union County Educational Services
Commission (UCESC) last Thursday
unanimously approved the filing of a
petition with State Department of Edu-
cation Commissioner Lucille Davy for
emergency relief regarding the

Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
lease termination of Hillcrest Acad-
emy South at 728 Westfield Avenue.

“As I am coming in, clearly the
Hillcrest situation has become an emo-
tionally charged issue. (We should) pro-
mote it in a fair and objective way. The
petition should reflect this,” UCESC
Superintendent Bill Petrino said.

The petition requests a 12-month
extension to the lease, which com-
menced July 1, until June 30, 2007.
UCESC General Counsel Linda Ott
told The Westfield Leader that UCESC
has a “90-day quit notice” on its lease
and thus will not have to vacate the
premises until October 1.

The timeline for this process is “hard
to predict. (The commissioner) tries to
process petitions quickly,” she said.
She said once the petition is filed, the
process could take two or three weeks.

She said the UCESC has requested
that the one-year lease end July 1, 2007,
not October 1, 2006, when the 90-day
notice to vacate the premises expires.

The UCESC has retained Dennis
Collins as outside counsel to repre-
sent the commission with the petition
and all matters related to Hillcrest
Academy South in Westfield.

Retiring Superintendent Edward
Hartnett later told The Leader, “I am
very hopeful that the commissioner
of education is going to understand
the plight of UCESC and the students
at Hillcrest Academy.”

“I am optimistic that she will inter-
vene to give us sufficient time to
locate a new facility if it is within her
jurisdiction to do so,” he said.

Mr. Hartnett, who started his re-
tirement as of July 1, said he plans to
assist the new superintendent in the
dispute on a voluntary basis.

“Having worked for the UCESC
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

State Shutdown and Budget Crisis;
Impacts Begin for NJ Residents

Wyandotte Resident Calls
For Demolition Notification

Det. Allen Retires After 21
Years in Juvenile Bureau

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Detective Ron Allen
will retire after 25 years of service in
Westfield. He has worked at Westfield
High School (WHS) for four years as
a part of his role in the juvenile detec-
tive bureau of the department, which
he has been part of for 21 years.

“I think it is important to build rela-
tionships with high school students,”
he said in an interview at The Westfield
Leader offices.
Throughout his time at
WHS, Detective Allen
led programs and pre-
sentations for the stu-
dents in health, law and
issues classes, was in-
volved with the athletic
department and
worked closely with the
administration on any
problems that arose. He
also attended several of
the post-graduation
BASH events, working
with the Optimist Club to ensure the
safety of the graduates.

Before becoming a police officer,
Detective Allen said he took classes at
Union County College and was the
assistant director at the Westfield Com-
munity Center on West Broad Street.
He expressed interest in working with
juveniles because of his experience at
the center, and he was able to do so after
“only a few short years” on the squad.

In addition to his detective duties,
Detective Allen has been the director of

the Police Athletic League (PAL) pro-
gram for over 20 years. Since assuming
that responsibility, the program, he said,
has jumped from working with 40 chil-
dren to over 200 in the PAL football
program alone in recent years.

“One of the things I wanted to do
was to balance the program for boys
and girls,” he said, referring to the
fact that he has created multiple pro-
grams for just females and males and
females, including flag football. In

addition to playing
sports, PAL takes trips
to Ellis Island and to
baseball and hockey
games. He cited the
success of the pro-
gram to the residents
of Westfield.

“I am blessed be-
cause we have great
support from the com-
munity,” he said.

In his spare time,
Detective Allen is a
pastor at the Pilgrim

Baptist Church in Summit. He was
ordained nine years ago and hopes to
be more involved in his retirement.

When asked about his greatest
memories from the job, Detective Allen
responded that his 21 years with the
juvenile department were “great.”

“When kids come back to me to say
‘thank you’ – that to me is the greatest
reward of the job – to know you’ve
helped somebody,” he said. “You have to
do this job to make a difference in kids’
lives, not for the money or the fame.”

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Paul Rippe of
Wyandotte Trail lives adjacent to a
new proposed development on
Minisink Way. Recently, after watch-
ing excavation reach his property line,
creating a “moat” by his home, resi-
dents of the Indian Forest community
have organized and hope to eventually
reach a town-wide consensus on how
to contact adjacent neighbors when
demolitions occur in Westfield.

Mr. Rippe described the houses
beginning to crop up in his neighbor-
hood as “monsters that don’t fit the
property.” His biggest gripe is that
neither the builders nor town officials
notified him and his family.

“They did this with no warning, no
site plan, no notice. They came here and
now there’s a six-to-eight foot drop-off
at the property line. All the old oak trees
and rhododendrons that give me pro-

tection will be killed,” Mr. Rippe said.
He noted that the zoning department

responded to his concern by saying the
demolition and excavation is legal and
“they can dig as deep as they want.”

Town Council members took time
out on a Saturday morning to visit the
Rippe house and “were pretty
shocked,” according to Mr. Rippe.

Recently, the planning board heard
comments from architects, lawyers,
builders and residents concerning a draft
ordinance written by Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Jim Foerst and the Code Re-
view and Town Property Committee.

At last week’s council conference
session, Councilman Foerst recom-
mended a “smaller, focused” ad-hoc
committee appointed by Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky to further the overde-
velopment ordinance. He suggested
that the committee consist of two
council people (one being himself),
members of the planning, adjustment
and architectural review boards, an
architect and an attorney.

Councilman Foerst said the commit-
tee would not investigate “wholesale”
changes to the ordinance or reexamine
“whether there’s an overdevelopment
issue.” He said the overdevelopment
committee would examine the newest
land-use policy proposals, which in-
clude a three-floor limit, a sliding scale
reducing height for smaller side yards
to not less than 32 feet and a change in
the floor-area ratio (FAR) definition to
a gross FAR, which, he said, eliminates
many “technical exclusions.”

One suggestion Mr. Rippe made is
the need for the town architectural re-
view board to gauge a development’s
impact on a neighborhood. “When there
are numbers, builders get around it.
There should be experts on the panel to
review the plan and look at the overall
benefit to the neighborhood, the size,
the change in the landscape and the
environment. You need to review a prop-
erty beyond the aesthetic design. There
needs to be more protection for neigh-
bors,” he said.

When asked about the possibility of
increasing the powers of the review
board, Councilman Foerst said the
current municipal land use law re-
quires “objective” definable land-use

Westfield Resident Admits to
Stealing $70,000 From Clients

By CHRISSY HAMWAY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A town resident
has pled guilty to stealing $70,000
from customers of a now-defunct
Elizabeth travel agency.

Jose Moncaya, 38, ran Astral Travel
and Tours to Go, located at 177 Elmora
Avenue in Elizabeth. Authorities said
he confessed to taking money from
60 people between June 2003 and
September 2004.

“We’ve had cases like this involving
travel agencies before, but not one
involving so many people,” Executive
Assistant Union County Prosecutor
Robert O’Leary told The Leader.

According to a Star Ledger article,
Moncaya has said he would pay back
$10,000 when State Superior Court
Judge Scott Moynihan sentences him
on Friday, August 18. He has agreed
to repay another $30,000 after serv-
ing 364 days in the Union County jail
for theft by deception, officials said.

Authorities said the fraud was dis-
covered when several customers com-
plained to the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment after learning their paperwork
was false when trying to redeem tickets
for cruise ship vacations or trips to the
Dominican Republic and Las Vegas.

Mr. O’Leary said, “We always ask
people to check with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau to see if any complaints

have been filed.”
The state’s Department of Con-

sumer Affairs urges travelers to “thor-
oughly research and investigate travel
plans to avoid fraudulent or disrepu-
table vacation offers,” according to a
press release issued last summer.

Detective Ron Allen

Insurance Broker Charged
Forging Mayor’s Signature

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Union County Re-
publicans have called on Union
County freeholders to oust the
county’s insurance broker following
charges that the broker allegedly
forged the signature of the former
Cranford mayor to illegally gain con-
trol of Cranford’s health and dental
insurance policies.

Donald R. Readlinger of Hale In-
surance faces a hearing before an
administrative law judge on charges
that he forged the signature of former
Cranford Mayor and Township Com-
mitteeman George Jorn. The town-
ship reported the alleged forgeries to
the New Jersey Department of Bank-
ing and Insurance. According to a
story in The Cranford Eagle, Mr.
Readlinger reportedly resigned from

the township post on March 6 over
the allegations.

According to a show cause order
dated April 24 and published on the
department’s website, Mr. Readlinger
is charged with “forging the signa-
ture of a municipal official on change
of broker request letters with respect
to the municipality’s employees’
health and dental benefits insurance;
submitting the change of broker re-
quests to the municipality’s insurer
without the knowledge of or author-
ity from the municipality; initially
falsely denying committing the forg-
eries and submissions when (Mr.
Readlinger) responded to an inquiry
from a municipal official; misrepre-
senting to municipal officials that his
firm had never committed similar
types of actions.”

The department has charged that
“similar types of conduct were admit-
ted (by Mr. Readlinger) in a prior
consent order…entered on August 16,
2004, when Mr. Readlinger consented
to the placement of his license on
probationary status for 12 months and
the payment of a $5,000 fine; and
failing to timely notify the department
of a change of business address.”

According to an article  in The Star
Ledger, Mr. Readlinger was appointed
3-2 by the Democrat-controlled
Cranford Township Committee in
January as the liability insurance bro-
ker replacing Bank of America. Mr.
Readlinger also is the insurance bro-
ker for the County of Union.

“The allegations concerning Hale
Insurance Brokerage have absolutely
nothing to do with county govern-
ment, nor do they affect or impact the
work that Hale conducts for the County
of Union,” a statement County spokes-
man Sebastian D’Elia released said.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – New Jersey’s shutdown of
state government this week has caused
interruptions into the lives of area resi-
dents. Governor Jon Corzine signed an
executive order for the shutdown when
the Legislature did not present a state
budget for him to sign by the state-
mandated July 1 deadline. Assembly
Democrats are opposed to Mr. Corzine’s

proposal to raise the state sales tax from
6 to 7 percent to plug a budget deficit.
The governor is proposing an 11 per-
cent increase in state spending to $31
billion, the highest in state history.

The governor on Monday signed
another executive order requiring both
houses of the legislature to work start-
ing at 9 a.m. on July 4 “and continuing
for each day thereafter” until a “bal-
anced general appropriations law” is
passed for Fiscal Year 2007.

The state constitution does not al-
low the state to draw money from the
treasury without an adopted state bud-
get in place, according to the
governor’s office.

Due to the shutdown, the New Jersey

Lottery and Motor Vehicle Services.
State parks and historic sites were sched-
uled to close yesterday, along with At-
lantic City Casinos. Casinos and racing
tracks went to court challenge Gover-
nor Corzine on his shutdown order.

Although the DMV has closed its
operations, New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission Chief Administrator
Sharon Harrington has extended dead-
lines to July 31 for driver’s licenses,
vehicle registration cards and vehicle
inspections that were to expire June 30.
Documents that were previously to ex-
pire July 31 have been extended to
August 31. (Readers are urged to check
the state web site for daily updates.)

WF School Administrators
Get Pay Boost from BOE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA…At Constitution Hall in Washington D.C. on June
28, Bill Sanders of Mountainside poses with the USO Liberty Girls after their ‘40’s
show. Mr. Sanders received the Medal of Honor for his George Washington Portrait
Project from the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
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Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
CLOSE TO HOME…Paul Rippe of Wyandotte Trail, who lives adjacent to a new
proposed development on Minisink Avenue, said he was not notified before
excavation reached his property line, creating a “moat.” Now he and community
members have organized to lobby for neighbor notification.

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield As-
sociation of Administrators and Su-
pervisors (WAAS) and the board of
education (BOE) have ratified a new
three-year contract, effective July 1
and extending through June 30, 2009.

The contract includes a four-percent
annual increase for the 30 district-wide
administrators and supervisors plus
insurance benefits extended to do-
mestic partners. The previous contract
provided annual increases of 3.6 per-
cent, plus $375 for all employees earn-
ing less than $110,000 per annum.

Maria Schmidt, human resources
specialist, said both sides, “Met in two
evening sessions that begin the last
part of May and the middle of June.”

“We don’t have salary guides on
administrators in the district. The low-
est newly-negotiated salary is ap-
proximately $77,000 per year and the
highest is $136,000 under the new
contract,” she told The Leader.

According to a news release on the
contract from the district public infor-
mation office, administrators em-
ployed after July 1, 2006 and living
outside of Westfield will not be en-
titled to enroll their children in the
school district free of charge.

This issue was raised to the board
during budget hearings at the begin-
ning of 2006, officials said.

As part of the contract, existing secre-
taries, administrators and teachers have
the option to enroll their children for no
cost in Westfield. According to the
district’s public relations coordinator,
Lorre Korecky, paraprofessionals are
not entitled to this benefit. Ms. Korecky
noted there are currently 25 students
enrolled at no charge in the district who
reside out-of district. The average cost
per pupil in Westfield is $11,887, based
on the 2004-05 school report card data.

Ms. Schmidt said no members of
WAAS with children enrolled in
Westfield schools live out-of-district.

The contract includes automatic
enrollment in the Point of Service
(POS) health insurance plan. The co-
pay for prescriptions increases from
$8 to $10 for generic drugs and from
$15 to $25 for non-generic drugs.

Employee insurance benefits were
extended to domestic partners regis-
tered with the state. This is reported to
be in compliance with the teachers’
contract negotiated in 2005 and the
State’s Domestic Partnership Act, ef-
fective July 10, 2004.

District employees falling under this
contract are supervisors of fine arts,
athletics, guidance, district supervisors,

Bramnick Comments
On State Budget Crisis

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) told The Westfield
Leader by phone from the Assembly
floor at noon on July 4 that he was
“personally saddened” by Governor
Jon Corzine’s speech that morning.
“(It was) a sad day for the public –
government must work out a solution
and not hurt people, families and busi-
nesses – it’s shameful.”

“It boils down to a dispute between
the governor and Speaker (Joseph)
Roberts – neither can compromise,” he
said. “It’s critical now – the sad part is
when one party gets in control for a
long time, disputes can arise like fam-
ily, very deep-seeded. It’s easier when
two parties are part of the government.”

Mr. Bramnick said that the
governor’s order requires them to stay
in Trenton until a budget is completed.
He said he expects the process to last
“for a few days,” and he said legisla-
tors have a change of clothes in their
cars and are likely to get hotel rooms
nearby “to take a shower.”

As of press deadline yesterday, the
Assembly Budget Committee had not
presented a budget, the required next
step. The governor must agree to the
budget before it is presented on the
assembly floor. The Assembly then
has 24 hours to review it before de-
bate and vote.

Mr. Bramnick said that unless the
governor declares emergency pro-
cedures, “it looks like Friday” is the
soonest that a budget can be derived.

The Leader asked Mr. Bramnick
whether a reduction in the spending
increase is being considered or
whether the dispute is solely about
the means of increasing taxes. He
said that Republicans proposed $2
billion in spending cuts but that “this
is not being considered by the major-
ity (Democratic) party.”
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