
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 26, 2006 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 11-16

Coach Ed Tranchina Retires
From Blue Devils’ Football

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On January 18, Westfield High
School Athletic Director Ed Tranchina
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
he was retiring as head coach of the
Blue Devils’ football team. Tranchina
had been Westfield’s head coach on
two occasions – 1985-1993 and 1996-
2005.

His decision came after a long con-
sideration.

“It’s been on my mind for a few
seasons. I still love it but the AD job
keeps getting bigger so I can’t do
both jobs the way I thought they
should be done,” he said.

Tranchina also loved football when
he was a three-sport athlete – foot-
ball, wrestling and lacrosse – at H.

Frank Carey High School in Franklin
Square, Long Island, NY. After gradu-
ating in 1968, he played offensive
tackle for Central Connecticut State
University in New Britain until he
graduated in 1972.

“After I graduated, I became an
assistant coach at Central Connecti-
cut. That’s how I got started,” he said.

Tranchina spent a few years as an
assistant coach in football and wres-
tling at Jonathan Dayton High School
then, in 1981, he became the head
football coach at Cranford High
School.

“When I took over Cranford, they
had never won a game in three years
so I had seniors who never experi-
enced winning,” Tranchina said.

After a rebuilding year, his team
finished with a 5-4 record in 1982 then,

in 1984, the Cougars finished 7-2.
“It was a great year and it led to the

Westfield job,” he said.
Upon arriving in Westfield in 1985,

Tranchina faced another rebuilding
situation. During those first nine years,
Tranchina’s Blue Devils compiled a
41-35-5 record.
YEAR W-L-T
1985 2-6-1
1986 5-4-0
1987 6-3-0
1988 3-5-1
1989 5-4-0
1990 7-2-0
1991 6-3-0
1992 5-3-1
1993 2-5-2

Tranchina became the Athletic Di-
rector in 1993 and Jim Benedict, who
had run a highly successful Summit

EL KOURY BAGS 13, MILLER HITS 12, INFANTINO 11

Lady Blue Devils Win No. 10,
Down Cardinal Cagers, 47-33

RAIDER BACHI BEATS BOYD, CANNON TOPS KAMEL

Raiders Win Final Six Bouts
To Top Devil Matmen, 46-19

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Erin Miller has been
the Westfield High School girl’s bas-
ketball team’s leading scorer and ev-
ery opponent has been aware of that
fact. The Plainfield Lady Cardinals
came into Westfield on January 19 and
focused on containing Miller but they
discovered that there were other Blue
Devils who could find the net and
headed home with a 47-33 defeat.

Blue Devil Casey El Koury stepped
forward and bagged a team-leading
13 points, including a three-pointer,
and Danielle Infantino pumped in

two 3-pointers and finished with 11
points. Despite the 5-7 Cardinals’
focusing, Miller finished with 12
points, which upped her season total
to 234 and her career total to 610.

“Teams are going to come out and
they are going to match up on Erin.
They are going to try to take her out of
the picture. Basically, if they are go-
ing to do that, we are going to have to
have another source of fire, and we
did. The other girls stepped it up a
little and they made something hap-
pen. They made the shots when we
needed them,” explained Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino. “We have

some shooters. When they put their
mind to it, the girls can shoot from the
outside.”

The 10-4 Blue Devils also stepped
it up in other categories, such as re-
bounding and thefts, especially in the
second quarter where Miller made
four of her five steals and sank 10 of

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From the moment after a humiliat-
ing defeat on January 14 at the hands
of a very strong David Brearley squad
that won every key match-up, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team rebounded positively
to defeat Hanover Park and Randolph
on the same day. On January 18 in
Westfield, the 9-6 Raiders took a page
out of the Brearley book and won
every key bout to claim a 46-19 vic-
tory over the 5-1 Blue Devils.

The two most glowing key match-
ups came at 160-lbs where Raider Joe
Bachi grabbed an 8-4 victory over
Mark Boyd and at 130-lbs where
Raider Trevor Cannon stunned Matt
Kamel, 7-1. In another expected close
bout at 215-lbs, Raider Keith Baker
scored a takedown with 10 seconds
remaining to nip Steve Cruikshank,
3-1.

The bout between Bachi and Boyd
was expected to be a barnburner. Last
year, Bachi and Boyd tied, 6-6, in
regulation but Bachi scored a
takedown and a two-point near-fall to
seize a 10-6, overtime decision. This
time, after a scoreless first period,
Bachi escaped, Boyd answered with
an inside trip takedown but Bachi
scored a reversal to carry a 3-2 lead
into the third period. Boyd scored a
reversal but, after yielding a penalty
point for stalling, the score was tied,
4-4. With time running down, Bachi
made history nearly repeat itself by

recording a takedown with a quick
two-point near-fall.

“I wrestled him last year and it was
an overtime match so I wanted to
come out strong but he got the first
takedown on me. That was kind of
rough. At the end, I just got a burst of
energy,” said Bachi. “I thought the
team score was going to be a lot
closer. I knew I had to win. We
matched up well with them and got
the close matches.”

In the first active bout of the
evening, Cannon, who normally com-
petes at 125-lbs, scored a first-period
takedown on Kamel, then after ced-
ing a penalty point in the second

period, he scored a reversal and a
three-point near-fall using a grape-
vine and a chin hook.

Wrestling up at 135-lbs, Raider
Ricky Olsson tallied three takedowns
and four near-falls – one a vicious
back double arm bar stack – to grab a
17-2, technical fall over Matt Shaffer
in 5:54. Blue Devil Ricardo Johnson
used an arm bar stack, a cradle, a
takedown and a reversal to record a
10-0, majority decision over Rob
DeSiato at 140-lbs.

“Westfield has a heavier scale than
I remember it being,” said Raider
Head Coach John Scholz with a smile.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENGAGED IN ANOTHER TOUGH BOUT…Blue Devil Mark Boyd lifts Raider Joe Bachi off the mat in the presence of
Gary Kehler and Bill Jordan, background, during their 160-lb bout. Bachi snapped a 4-4 tie with a takedown and a two-
point tilt in the third period.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHASING THE LOOSE BASKETBALL…Blue Devil Katie Cronen, top, and a Plainfield defender chase after a loose
basketball. The Blue Devil girls improved their record to 10-4 with a 47-33 triumph over the Cardinals.
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COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD
This notable 12-room home with 5 Bedrooms, 3 full and 1 half Baths sits atop nearly half an acre within convenience to Wilson School. Entry
foyer with handsome staircase and gleaming oak floors leads to Formal Dining Room with fireplace and Living Room. Striking Family Room
addition has beamed ceiling and built-in shelving. Gourmet Eat-in Kitchen is the center of activity with access to Laundry Room, Mudroom
and Butler’s Pantry with ample storage space. The second floor holds 4 Bedrooms and 2 Baths, as well as a cozy study found on the landing.
Finished third floor with Bedroom and full Bath serves as its own private retreat. Basement is split into a finished Recreation Room and
unfinished utility area. Picture perfect porches embrace both front and rear entries. 2-car garage has walk-up storage. Entire home has been
updated and maintained to truly pristine condition. WSF0038
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