
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 26, 2006 Page 9

Annese Awarded
Degree From Curry

WESTFIELD – Curry College in
Milton, Mass. has announced that
Christopher Annese of Westfield has
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communication with a concentration
in television production. He minored
in politics and history.

While at Curry, he achieved Dean’s
List status and was inducted into the
Lambda Pi Chapter of Lambda Pi
Eta, the National Communication
Association Honor Society.

Christopher also was assistant pro-
duction director of WMLN Radio.
He has accepted a position as assis-
tant producer at Magi Filmworks of
North Jersey.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, Christopher is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Dennis Annese of Westfield.

PROCLAMATION…Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, seated with Holy
Trinity students, conferred a proclamation honoring Catholic Schools Week at
Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield, as well as the values and
academic excellence upheld by the school. Pictured, from left to right, are: Abigail
Brennan, Rory McGovern, Eddie McGovern, Matt Corrao, Courtney McGovern,
Amanda Williams, Catherine Serzan, David Corrao and John Corrao.

OPEN HOUSE…Holy Trinity
Interparochial School will hold an open
house at its Mountainside campus, 304
Central Avenue, on Sunday, January
29, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

462 West Broad St. 
Westfi eld, NJ 

(908) 654-5900 
JustBabiesDaycare.com

“ Exceptional care 
for your 
baby and toddler”

Ask about our

• Beautiful nursery for napping and quiet play

• Baby-safe play areas with great developmental toys

• Open 7 am to 7 pm

• 1-5 day fl exible scheduling

• All the comforts of home

• Large outdoor & indoor play areas designed just for babies

• All Just Babies Daycare staff are Certifi ed Nannies

Now registering for our new Westfield location!

for our graduates 
and siblings.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Some studies have shown that difficult people
comprise approximately ten percent of the popula-
tion but cause over 50% of all relational damage.
Those of us in the geriatric and/or health care field
must learn to identify and deal with many types of
difficult people on a daily basis, such as corporate
and facility co-workers, residents, clients, their
families and the public at large. This course will
provide participants with knowledge of how to
identify challenging behaviors in others and
ourselves. It will explore personality types, how
to recognize our actions and how to deal effectively
with inevitable conflict.

Sunrise Assisted Living is committed to furthering the
knowledge of senior living topics through events and
seminars designed to help and inform seniors and their
caregivers.

“People Who Push Our Buttons:
Dealing Effectively with Difficult People”

by Barbara London, MSW, LCSW, LNHA
of Freedom Eldercare

Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2006
Time: 8:30am-11:30am
Place: Sunrise of Westfield

240 Springfield Ave., Westfield, NJ

2.5 CEU credits approved for
clinical social workers, LNHAs and CALAs

Seating is limited. RSVP by February 2
to 908-317-3030.

“People Who Push Our Buttons:
Dealing Effectively with Difficult People”
A Seminar at Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield

Our event is open to the public, but an RSVP is requested.

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

EVENT DETAILS

37 Elm Street 

3rd Floor 

Westfield, NJ  07090 

CorpTalk Introduces…..ROOM2THINK™ 
OPEN HOUSE  

February 4, 2006 12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m. 

CorpTalk LLC, providing professional and personal coaching services to our community 

and corporate clients for almost a decade proudly announces: 

Room2Think  

Join us to learn more about our upcoming workshops and programs for personal and 

professional growth.  Sample free classes; meet some of our teachers and others who 

share your interests and ideas. 
Mini workshops in: 

Stress Reduction 

Yoga 

 Nutrition 

Hypnotherapy 

Communication Strategies 

Corporate Wellness 

For information:  Denise at (908) 301-1053 

denisefoerst@corptalkonline.com 

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Corner of Clark & Cowperthwaite, Westfield

908-232-1517
Across from Roosevelt Intermediate School

 at REDEEMER LUTHERAN SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE / FAMILY NIGHT

Redeemer Lutheran School offers small classes, a balanced
curriculum, and extended care in a nurturing environment to
children from preschool through Grade 6.

Registration for the 2006-2007
school year has opened to the
community.   Friday, January 27, is
an opportunity for the community to
attend a Family Night / Open House
from 7:00-8:30 p.m.     Families of
prospective students will be able to
meet with our teachers and principal,
and tours of the facilities will be
available.  Applications are taken on a
first-come-first-served basis.

Chris Hild Is Named
To Mason Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – R. Christopher

Hild, a 2005 graduate of Westfield
High School, has been named to the
Dean’s List at Geroge Mason Univer-
sity in Fairfax, Va. for the fall 2005
semester. A member of the Univer-
sity Honors Program, he is pursuing a
major in administration of justice. He
was also selected to be a member of
the University Ambassadors Program.
Christopher is the son of Robert D.
Hild and Karen J. Stark.

WHS Student Looks Back
At ’04 Presidential Election

By VINCE FITZPATRICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A year after President George W.
Bush was inaugurated into his second
term as president, the political cli-
mate of Westfield High School has
died down. The buttons have been
unpinned, bumper stickers peeled off
and our school newspaper has be-
come substantially less controversial.
The largest difference, however, can
be found in the daily conversation of
the students.

Leading up to the 2004 elections,
political discussion (though some-
what dominated by the left) was elec-
tric and fervent, with a huge number
of kids expressing a kind of idealism
and determination we had never seen
before. Many were actually interested
in the important issues at hand, and
even those who couldn’t vote were
convinced that through conversation,
support, or volunteering, they too
could make a difference in our
country’s future.

However, before the year’s end and
for some time after the race had been
decided, many of the liberal students,
including myself, felt all the desire
for change and disappointment in the
president’s policies turn to anger.
Eventually, upon realizing that our
one big chance was over, many ceased
to discuss the issues we had so gladly
debated just a few months before.

The conservatives, with little to no
one to argue with, soon followed suit.
Only large events like Social Security
or Hurricane Katrina were brought
up, and a disillusioned group of young
Democrats and independents ac-
cepted defeat. Criticizing anything
about the president now seems futile,
and John Kerry has grown somewhat
less popular after his failure to rise to
the occasion, no matter how close he
is considered to have come.

After discussing the similar sense of
futility experienced by the politically
active youths of our parents (or maybe
grandparents) generation following the
assassination of the Kennedy brothers
and later the Watergate conspiracy, it
appeared that the advocates for change
of our generation had experienced its
own disillusionment of sorts. Though
our government had not been radi-
cally altered and no one had died, we
had experienced a dramatic saga that
could one day come to be known as
“the big let down.”

Called “the most important election
of our lives” by everyone from Jon
Stewart to P. Diddy, many youths were
determined to stand up and have them-
selves heard. Though the support by
celebrity and college campuses caused
many young adults to cheer for Kerry
because “it was cool,” countless others
were merely given the boost they needed
to recognize and validate their beliefs.

The Democrats were relying on
this 18-25 demographic to show up at
the polls at record numbers. They let
us down.

This harsh experience with the
electoral system raised caused a lot
of confusion for a generation that
was too young to fully care or under-

stand any past election. Were our
beliefs sane, realistic and practical,
or were we just idealistic or misin-
formed? Surely 48 percent of the
country and most of the people in
our state couldn’t be wrong. Did we
know what was best for our country
better than the rest of the voters?

This I find hard to answer, as I do not
want to be too presumptuous, and find
it hard to understand why people would
vote against their best interests. The
easiest answer to propose but hardest
to believe is pure ignorance. This of
course would have negative implica-
tions when discussing both our
country’s heavily religious population,
as well as the majority of the south.

Other explanations could include tra-
dition, animosity towards northerners
or the ruthless-but-effective smear cam-
paigns such as the Swiftboat Veterans
For Truth. Should Democrats use simi-
lar bellow-the-belt or even inaccurate
campaigns in order to win, and is a win
worth the work if we must sink to that
level? This type of action, as we saw
most recently in the Samuel Alito hear-
ings, seems excessively Machiavellian,
and would severely hurt the liberal
community’s reputation of being, above
all things, factually accurate.

In the end, there seems to be few
options other than silence. With three
years until our next presidential elec-
tion that seems to promise even more
disappointing candidates, most people
already have little to say. The liberal
youths of Westfield High School are
anxiously awaiting the same thing as
the rest of liberal America: the next
FDR, the next Kennedy, even the next
Clinton. The winds of change failed
to clean out the halls of the White
House the last time around. We can
only hope we have enough air left in
our lungs for the next time around.

Vince Fitzpatrick is a sophomore at
Westfield High School.
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The weekly column written by local high school students

Pendergrast Appointed WF
Social Studies Supervisor

WESTFIELD – Mackey
Pendergrast has been named the new
K-12 social studies supervisor for the
Westfield public schools. Approved
by the board of education in Novem-
ber, he began his new role in Westfield
in January. Mr. Pendergrast comes to
Westfield from West Morris Mendham
High School, where he taught World
Cultures and U.S. History.

In 2001 he was named one of the
“top 100 most creative teachers in the
country” and in 2002 he was pre-
sented with the New Jersey School
Boards Association Award for excel-
lence. While at Mendham, Mr.
Pendergrast wrote and edited for PBS
educational websites, including the
recently acclaimed series “Jim Crow.”
The recipient of several grants, Mr.
Pendergrast received a grant from the
Geraldine Dodge Foundation in 2004
for research on local history.

He will continue to pursue grant

opportunities in his new position in
the Westfield public schools.

Mr. Pendergrast began his career in
1988 at Pope John High School in
Sparta and, subsequently, taught at
Summit High School from 1991 to
1999 during which time he also pub-
lished several teacher resource manu-
als and a handbook for students.

A 1988 graduate of Drew Univer-
sity, he received a master’s degree
in education from William Paterson
University in 1994. In accepting his
new position, Mr. Pendergrast said,
“The Westfield school system’s
reputation for excellence is well
known throughout the state, and I
am thrilled to have the opportunity
to be a part of this community.”

Mr. Pendergrast was selected from
among 30 applicants who were
screened for the opening in Westfield
following the retirement of his prede-
cessor, Maria Schmidt. Dr. Schmidt
now serves as the district’s human
resources specialist.

Learn How WF Tax
Dollars Are Allocated
WESTFIELD – To learn how tax

dollars are allocated in the local school
budget and what the district’s priori-
ties are, interested persons are invited
to attend Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William Foley’s presentation on
Monday, January 30, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Westfield High School auditorium.

Dr. Foley will describe the decision-
making process and constraints that
the district faces in developing a bud-
get, and answer any questions about
the budget itself. The public will vote
on the budget on Tuesday, April 18.

The meeting on January 30 is in-
tended to help explain how the cur-
rent school district budget was devel-
oped and how similar challenges are
ahead in planning for the next school
year. For more WHS PTSO and re-
lated community information, please
visit http://www.westfieldnjk12.org/
education/.

WF Ice Hockey Dinner,
Auction Set Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ice

Hockey Association will hold its first
Dinner Dance and Silent Auction at
L’Affaire in Mountainside on Satur-
day, January 28. Tickets are $75 per
person and include dinner, plus beer,
wine and soft drinks. The band Dry
Ice will perform during the event.

The association will auction a
Carribean cruise from MSC Cruise
Lines, Continental Airlines first class
tickets, hotel stays, original works of art,
event tickets and a wide variety of gift
certificates and goods from local mer-
chants. Signature Moments will offer a
collection of authentic sports memora-
bilia for auction. Anyone interested in
attending is asked to contact Patrice
Esposito at (908) 389-1155 or
4patrice@main.com .
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RECENT HISTORY...Coming to Westfield from West Morris Mendham High
School, where he taught World Cultures and U.S. History, Mackey Pendergrast
has been named the new K-12 social studies supervisor for the Westfield Public
Schools.


