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Holy Trinity Raises Funds
For Future Parish Center

WESTFIELD – The Catholic
Church of the Holy Trinity in
Westfield last month wrapped up a
successful capital campaign to raise
$3 million to build a parish center.
Launched last fall, the campaign was
entitled “Giving Thanks for the Past,
Building for a Faith-Filled Future.”

The parish had conducted a survey
to gauge parishioners’ interest in vari-
ous ministries and outreach programs,
as well as their satisfaction with the
parish. It revealed a high level of
satisfaction, a strong desire to expand
the breadth of parish ministries; a
keen interest in nurturing the spiri-
tual growth of children in the faith
community and a strongly felt need
for adequate space for the parish’s
many activities.

In November 2004, based on the
strong recommendations of the Par-
ish Pastoral Council and the Parish
Finance Council, Monsignor Joseph
Masiello, Pastor, had made the deci-
sion to acquire a property next to the
parish on Westfield Avenue .

Deacon Tom Pluta headed the effort
to engage an architect and draw up
plans for the facility. Maintaining the
integrity of the existing church build-
ing was a high priority in the design.

Bob Dillon and Jerri and Jim Tanella
chaired the capital campaign, with
Charles Weidman and Bill and Trish
Fitzpatrick serving as Major Gifts

HELPING WISHES COME TRUE…Members of the Handcrafter Group of the
Women’s Association of the Community Presbyterian Church in Mountainside
organize donations for the Special Wishes Foundation, which provides groceries
and other items to struggling families. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sandra
Reppert, “Speedy” of the Special Wishes Foundation, Helen Mulholland and
Gisela Groiss.

Handcrafter Group Helps
Special Wishes Foundation

‘Y’ to Present Program
On Alzheimer’s Disease

WESTFIELD – A lecture entitled
“What You Need to Know About
Alzheimer’s and Related Dementia
Disorders” will be held on Monday,
February 6, from 7 to 8 p.m. at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

Amy Matthews from the
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
will be the lead presenter at the pro-
gram, which will be free and open to
the public.

This lecture will cover informa-
tion, recourses, research and refer-
rals. Those interested in attending
the program are asked to respond in
advance. To respond or obtain more
information, please call the Westfield
Area “Y” at (908) 233-2700, exten-
sion no. 251.

Chairpersons. “I’ve been a member
of this parish for more than 30 years,
and I’m happy to be part of an excit-
ing venture which will allow us to
expand our ministries, particularly
our ministry to young children,
through the building of a new chapel,”
Mr. Dillon said.

The new center will feature an
atrium space for gatherings before
and after masses; a chapel for daily
and special masses, and office space
for the Youth Ministry and Religious
Education programs. Several meet-
ing and audio/visual rooms will be
included, along with a kitchen and a
large dividable space capable of be-
ing used by the parish’s many groups.

“Once again I am deeply humbled
and inspired by the goodness of our
parishioners and by their belief in the
mission of Holy Trinity Parish,” Mon-
signor Masiello remarked about the
success of the campaign.

The secondary goals of the capital
campaign include restoration work in
the existing church building and the
retirement of a loan used to purchase
the property on Westfield Avenue.

Y’s Men’s Club Celebrates
Successful 2005 Tree Sale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Y’s Men’s Club revealed it had an-
other successful Christmas tree sale,
with 1,600 trees having been sold
between Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas this past holiday season.

“Our tree sale has been a tradition
in Westfield for five decades, and
continues to be a great fundraiser
thanks to the generous support of
Westfield area residents,” remarked
Bill Scott, the Y’s Men’s Club “Yard
Boss,” adding the 2005 event was
“the most successful sale we’ve had
in five years.”

The club recognized and expressed
appreciation to the many volunteers
for their efforts in making the sale a
success. Among them were the
Westfield Area “Y” staff and board,
especially Mark Elsasser, Julia Black,
Jean Stone, Kathy Dawson, Clark
Lagemann, Marty Collett, Linda Chris-
topher, Roger Love and John Mathis;
the Westfield Area “Y” Leaders Club;
the Westfield Area Old Guard; the

Westfield Lacrosse Club and the Gov-
ernor Livingston Lacrosse Club.

Club members began the season by
replacing their old office trailer. “We
actually used eBay to get a good deal
on a used trailer from a cement com-
pany in Clifton,” said Tom Baker, Y’s
Men’s Club vice president.

“It needed lots of love. Our mem-
bers, who are generally handy, gave it
a new roof, new floor and lots of
cosmetic repairs. We then reached
out to the Girl Scouts to give it a
cheery holiday paint job,” he added.

The club is always looking for new
members. Interested individuals are
invited to attend the next club dinner
meeting. Further information is avail-
able at the Y’s Men’s club website,
www.westfieldnj.com/ysmen.

Operating on a 100 percent volun-
teer basis, the club turns net proceeds
of the tree sale into charitable grants
to area organizations and youth de-
velopmental programs.

Groups seeking funding are asked to
submit their requests by Tuesday, Febru-
ary 7, to ysmensclub@westfieldnj.com.
For a list of the clubs and organizations
benefiting from the tree sale, please visit
the Y’s Men’s website.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Handcrafter Group of the Women’s
Association of the Community Pres-
byterian Church of Mountainside last
month presented the Special Wishes
Foundation with both handmade and
store bought items such as sweaters,
blankets, hats and mittens.

The Union-based foundation helps
struggling families stay together and
stay strong through hard times by
supplying groceries and other items,
believing this is one of the most im-
portant ways to build and maintain
healthy and vital communities. Fur-
ther information about the founda-

tion may be obtained by calling (908)
688-4795.

The Handcrafter Group is an organi-
zation of volunteers that meets at 10 a.m.
on the second Saturday of every month
in the Memorial Room of the Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church, located at 1459
Deer Path in Mountainside.

Projects undertaken by the group
benefit various organizations, and group
members have an opportunity to use
their own skills or learn new ones.

For more information about the
Handcrafter Group, interested persons
are asked to call the church office at
(908) 232-9490 and leave a name and
telephone number with Janet.

SPREADING GOOD CHEER…Members of Girl Scout Troop No. 835 are shown
in front of the artwork they created on the new Y’s Men’s Club trailer. For their
volunteer efforts, the club made a donation of $250 to the troop for a charity of
their choice. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, Y’s Men’s Club member
Sydney Harvey, Daria Olson and Kari Nemeth, and front row, Zoe Greenberg,
Meghan Bachmann, Ashley Kattak, Katie Yamano, Y’s Men’s member Dominic
DiGiorgio, Olivia Pecora, Alexandra Davidson, Cathy Kattak, Y’s Men’s mem-
ber Dave Ciarrocca and Stephanie Olson.

First Baptist to Hold
Oz-Themed Evening
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will host a “Wizard of
Oz” family event tomorrow, Friday,
January 27, from 6 to 10 p.m., fea-
turing an Oz-themed dinner, games
and a movie sing-along.

Lyrics sheets will be distributed
for participants to sing along to the
film. Attendees also may dress as
their favorite Oz character, and prizes
will be awarded to the most creative,
decorative costume. The cost is $10
per family, which includes the entire
evening’s festivities. The event is
open to the public.

In addition, the church doors and
sanctuary are always open for prayer
on weekdays, at least from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., and longer when a minister is
in the building. Area residents also
may utilize any of the resources made
available to church members, includ-
ing talking to one of the ministers at
First Baptist. For more details, please
email firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net
or call (908) 233-2278.

What if you could stop a
stroke from happening?
It’s part of the advanced neuroscience 
technology at Overlook.
At Overlook Hospital, we don’t just treat neurological disorders.
We help prevent them from even happening. Like our revolutionary
procedure that uses a tiny coil of wire to treat a brain aneurysm
and prevent a possible stroke.  We also have one of the leading
Epilepsy Centers in New Jersey, with a staff that has extensive
training and experience in treating and managing epilepsy, utilizing
PET/CT scanning technology to quickly pinpoint the location of a
seizure onset.  Our Spine Program offers patients with complex
spinal disorders and injuries the latest in clinical capabilities, 
including diagnostic imaging, minimally invasive and image guided
surgery, and spine stimulation treatment options.  It’s all part of
the wide range of specialized treatments at our Neuroscience
Institute, with more neurosurgeons and neuroradiologists than
most hospitals in the state.  At Overlook,you have the best brains
in the business, looking after yours.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

A member of

La Leche League Sets
February 8 Meeting

WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League of Westfield, a breastfeeding
information and support group, meets
on the second Wednesday of each
month at 9:30 a.m. in Scotch Plains.

The next meeting will take place
on February 8 and will feature the
topic “Baby Arrives: the Family and
the Breastfed Baby.”

New, experienced and expectant
mothers and their children are wel-
come to come and learn more about
breastfeeding, have their questions
answered and meet other breastfeeding
mothers. For the meeting location and
more information, please call Mari at
(908) 233-6513 or Arlene at (908)
789-4772.

Service League Reveals
Thrift Shop Bag Day
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-

vice League’s Thrift Shop, located
at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield,
will feature its annual end-of-winter
Bag Day event on Saturday, Febru-
ary 4, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Customers will be able to pur-
chase a grocery size paper bag for $5
and fill it to the brim with clothing,
toys, books, shoes and household
items. There is no limit to the num-
ber of bags that can be purchased.
The week after the sale, the shop will
be filled with spring and summer
merchandise.

The Service League also runs a
consignment shop, located on the
second floor of the building that
houses the thrift shop. It will be open
the day of the sale as well.

A non-profit organization, the
league donates all proceeds to local
charities. For more information,
please call (908) 233-2530.

Hiking Club Offers
Various Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities combining
wholesome recreation and physical
fitness.

Hiking and bicycling activities are
regularly scheduled, most of which
take place in central and northern
New Jersey. Membership dues are
$10 per year. For a complimentary
six-month schedule, please call (908)
527-4900.


