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21st District News

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr.- Westfield
Asm. Jon Bramnick - Westfield

Asm. Eric Munoz - Summit
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WESTFIELD — State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21) was the primary spon-
sor of two healthcare study bills that
were recently signed into law by out-
going Governor Richard Codey. Sen-
ate Bill 1908 will create the “New
Jersey Health Care Access Study
Commission” and Senate Joint Reso-
lution 66 will provide for an indepen-
dent study of the Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) system in New Jer-
sey.

“Access to adequate and afford-
able healthcare coverage coupled with
an efficient and effective statewide
emergency preparedness system are
two areas everyone can agree should
be a top priority,” said Sen. Kean.
“These two studies will allow experts
in their respective fields to study the
issues and make qualified recommen-
dations for improvement.”

The Health Care Access Study
Commission will be responsible for
developing specific recommendations
regarding the most effective means of
ensuring guaranteed access to
healthcare for every person in New
Jersey.

“With skyrocketing healthcare
costs and 1.2 million New Jersey citi-
zens being uninsured, we can no
longer create piecemeal solutions to
such an overwhelming problem,”
stated Sen. Kean. “Rather we must
pursue and establish a healthcare sys-
tem that truly is affordable and acces-
sible to everyone.”

The Emergency Medical Services
Study will provide a comprehensive
review and assessment of EMS ser-
vices in New Jersey to ensure that
they are complying with both state
and federal statutes and regulations.
The study will also develop a strat-
egy plan for the recruitment and re-
tention of career and volunteer em-
ployees.

“Oftentimes we associate EMS pro-
viders with individual emergencies,
but they are also on the front lines
when a large scale incident occurs
such as a natural disaster or terrorist
attack,” said Sen. Kean. “These cou-
rageous men and women provide a
vital public health function; there-
fore, we must insure that we sustain a
highly skilled and trained emergency
workforce.”

On other matters, Sen. Kean, As-
semblyman Eric Munoz and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick have an-
nounced that they are sponsoring a
Holocaust Education Program essay
contest titled: “What would Anne
Frank write in her diary in 2006?”

The contest is open to all middle-
school students in the 21st Legislative
District.  Contestants should write as if
they are Anne Frank entering a pas-

sage into her diary in 2006.
“Our hope is that this contest will

encourage students to learn about the
Holocaust on their own,” said Sen.
Kean. “This could be an exceptional
opportunity for them to begin a life-
long interest in how the actions of the
past still provide valuable lessons for
the events of today.”

Anne Frank, a German-Jewish teen-
ager who was forced into hiding in an
Amsterdam annex room during World
War Two, became an internationally
known name when the diary of her
experience was first published in
1947. Her words have touched mil-
lions by expressing the horrible events
of the Holocaust through the eyes of
an intelligent, innocent young woman.
Sadly, Anne never knew the impor-
tance of her accounts; her family was
discovered in their hiding place in
1944, and Anne died in a concentra-
tion camp a year later.

Contest winners will be presented
with four theater tickets to New
Jersey’s Papermill Playhouse premier
of “The Diary of Anne Frank” on
Saturday February 18 at 2 p.m. Stu-
dents will also be able to experience
the poignant exhibit “Anne Frank: A
Private Photo Album” and an oppor-
tunity to meet with some of the per-
formers as well. In addition, selected
winners will have their essays promi-
nently displayed at the Papermill Play-
house.

“The passages in Anne Frank’s di-
ary resonate with teenage students,”
said Asm. Munoz. “Students in middle
school have the unique opportunity
to place themselves in her shoes dur-
ing an emotional and confusing time
in her life.”

“This is a creative way to approach
Anne Frank’s legacy,” added Asm.
Bramnick. “We are sure that the con-
testants will come away from this
essay with a new appreciation for the
life of this extraordinary young
woman.”

Students interested in taking part in
the contest should submit their essays
no later than Monday, February 6.

Asm. Bramnick recently met with
Roger Mandel, president of Rhode
Island School of Design, and dis-
cussed ways artists in New Jersey can
be assisted by the state government.
They also discussed how the arts could
assist tourism and create a more visu-
ally attractive state.

Commenting on the new slogan,
“New Jersey, Come See for Your-
self,” the assemblyman highlighted
the word “see” and said the visual
experience should be maximized.
Asm. Bramnick hopes to work with
artists in New Jersey and has asked
his wife Patricia, a former professor
of painting at University of Wiscon-
sin, to work with artists in the district.

Mr. Mandel will be discussing his
ideas with the assemblyman and some
projects will be announced. Mr.
Bramnick emphasized that he does
not want to expend state monies for
any of the projects and will be look-
ing towards the private sector for as-
sistance.

If you would like to work with any
art-related programs, please call Scott
Mersereau, legislative aide for Asm.
Bramnick. For information on any
matter, please contact the district of-
fice in Westfield at (908) 232-3673.

Health Care Access
Study Becomes Law

Hiking Club Offers
Various Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities combining
wholesome recreation and physical
fitness.

Hiking and bicycling activities are
regularly scheduled, most of which
take place in central and northern
New Jersey. Membership dues are
$10 per year. For a complimentary
six-month schedule, please call (908)
527-4900.

Library Friends Seek Books,
Music and Videos For Sale

Amtrak Power Loss Delays
Raritan Valley Trains

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Commuters on NJ
Transit’s Raritan Valley Line faced
delays last Friday when Amtrak lost
signal power on its rails.

According to NJ Transit spokes-
man Dan Stessel, Amtrak notified
NJT at 4:47 a.m. that it had lost all
signals on the Northeast Corridor
between Newark and Elizabeth. NJT
suspended service on its Northeast
Corridor, North Jersey Coast and
Raritan lines at 6:12 a.m.

He said the decision was made “so
as not to pump more trains into the
problem area, which would only make
matters worse.” Amtrak reported that
signals were restored at 7 a.m. Prior
to suspending service, the spokes-
man said NJT trains had to stop at
each signal and receive clearance from
dispatchers before proceeding.

Mr. Stessel said NJT restored ser-
vice out of its Trenton, Long Branch
and Raritan hubs on the three com-
muter lines at 7:30 a.m. with residual

delays. Service was back on schedule
by 8:30 a.m.

He said broadcast announcements
were made over the public address
system on platforms, including the
Westfield station. Commuters were
told that PATH trains, as well as Sub-
urban Coach USA, Academy and NJT
buses, were honoring train passes.
The information was available on
NJT’s website.

In addition, commuters who had
signed up with NJT’s My Transit ser-
vice were notified with a text mes-
sage to their electronic communica-
tion devices such as cell phones and
Blackberrys of the service disruption
and when service was restored.

An NJTransit representative at the
Westfield train station last Friday
morning told The Westfield Leader
that Westfield commuters should
check the north side of the train sta-
tion when there are train difficulties
in the morning. Buses are normally
arranged as alternate transportation
for commuters during these instances.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
are asking residents to donate “like
new” books, videos, DVDs, Books-
on-Tape and audio cassettes begin-
ning Wednesday, February 1, through
Friday, March 10. These items will be
resold at the annual book sale, to be
held at the library from Thursday to
Saturday, March 16 to 18.

“We usually start collecting these
materials right after the first of the
year, but with all the new construc-
tion at the library recently, we haven’t
had the facility to accept and store
them,” explained Friends’ President
Bob Czaja. “The month delay will
create an even greater need for the
support from the community we have
come to rely upon in the past.”

The Friends seek books of all kinds,
including fiction, non-fiction, mys-
teries, cookbooks, gardening, how-to
books, crafts and children’s books.

“They should be in very good con-
dition, since they will be resold,” Mr.
Czaja said. “We cannot accept any
books that are damp, wet or musty.
We are also unable to accept books
that are ‘unsaleable’ – such as out-of-
date computer or tax manuals, etc.

Mr. Czaja noted, “We are looking
for professionally made videos and
CDs only – not home movies or TV
shows or CDs taped from the radio.
We seek documentaries, how-to, ex-
ercise and children’s videos along
with audio books and music.”

Volunteers are needed to help with
publicity, sorting and staffing for the
sale. A sign-up sheet will be available
at the Circulation Desk of the library.

Proceeds from the sale support the
library. Funds have been used for
things as science books, the summer

Resident Supports Repeal of
Westfield Redevelopment Designation
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to

the Westfield Mayor and council mem-
bers and copied to The Westfield Leader.

I wanted to thank you for initiating the
discussion regarding the repeal of the
redevelopment ordinances. I appreciate
that you have spent much time on this
subject and have voted to move the pro-
cess forward by sending it over to the
planning board.

I would especially like to thank Council-
man David Haas for making the point that,
by moving forward, this ensures a formal
process is followed involving the planning
board. I would also like to thank Council-
man Sal Caruana for making the point that
if we continue to leave this designation in
place, we are leaving the door open to some
future risk. I have asked over the past year
that the redevelopment ordinances be re-
pealed for this very reason.

If we continue to leave these ordi-
nances open then we are leaving our town
vulnerable to future development pro-

posals or, as Mr. Cochren stated last week,
vulnerable to possible state mandates.
Another important reason that I have not
heard mentioned recently is that it would
reflect the will of the people. When the
referendum question was asked in the
November 2004 election, the residents of
Westfield overwhelming rejected the
parking garage with mixed-use retail/resi-
dential redevelopment project.

Repealing the ordinance now would go
a long way in enhancing public trust re-
garding this issue. Good business practice
dictates that when a project is completed,
loose ends need to be tied up. This redevel-
opment ordinance was created for this
particular project that is now terminated;
therefore good business practice would
dictate that the ordinance be repealed.

I see no benefit to leaving the designation
in place and urge you to repeal the ordi-
nance as soon as proper steps can be taken.

Sharon Stockwell
Westfield

Motorists Says Fanwood Police
Officer Treated Her Harshly

I am writing to voice my displeasure
regarding harsh treatment received from
[a Fanwood] officer with badge number
0104 on January 12 at 8:40 a.m. He fol-
lowed me down North Avenue into
Plainfield with lights flashing. I did not
know this until his siren was activated. I
stopped and he approached my car. He
never identified himself and wrote his
name illegibly on the summons. I did not
see credentials. This caused me appre-
hension.

He did demand my license and regis-
tration. Once he stated the reason for the
stop, I tried to explain why I made a right
turn onto Terrill Road to avoid colliding
with a red car whose brake lights did not
work. The street was damp and had oil
residue on the surface from many trucks
and school buses using South Avenue.

The officer never responded to my

statement or explanation, but walked back
to his vehicle. My contention is that I
suffered undue stress and heart palpita-
tions, which were quite scary and did not
dissipate for a long time.

My entire point is this; as a handicap
person I was subjected to ill treatment and
not given any consideration for my expla-
nation, but just handed a ticket. I had
heard that Fanwood and the surrounding
towns were prone to racial profiling and
obviously it is plausible. But I would like
the officer to have an attitude/human re-
lation adjustment done so that his longev-
ity with the Fanwood police department
will be done with impartiality and equity.

Incidentally, the officer did an illegal
u-turn on the double lines of North Av-
enue after he gave me the ticket.

Pat Cleveland
Linden

Letters To The Editor

      
A gift package created to let you & the one you
love share Love’s greatest gift . . . time together.

Package includes:

Above package may be used
anytime in February.   $375.00 per couple.

On The Side . . .
Both you and your partner will be pampered
during a relaxing 60 minute Couples Swedish
Massage with 10 minutes of Reflexology.

740 South Avenue West, Westfield  908-232-6595

/Westfield Inn . . .
Conclude your evening with an overnight stay
at Westfield’s beautiful Westfield Inn.

435 North Avenue, Westfield  908-654-5600

NORTHSIDE TRATTORIA . . .
Continue your romantic evening with a three
course candle-lit dinner.  Wine parings included
for each course.  Laugh loudly, love deeply, eat
well. (May not be used for Valentine’s Day Jazz
Dinner: February 14, 2006)

16 Prospect Street, Westfield  908-232-7320

Arrangements & Reservations made through
On The Side:  Call 908-232-6595

Writer Attacked Process,
Not Individuals

I would like to comment briefly on the
letters of Mayor Skibitsky and Assem-
blyman Bramnick that appeared in last
week’s paper.

First, Mr. Bramnick needs to check his
correspondence file. His assertion that “I
never received a call or letter from the
Republican who wrote the letter to the
editor” is untrue. I telephoned and spoke
to Mr. Bramnick in February 2005 and
shortly thereafter received in the mail a
handwritten note thanking me for my
interest in the Republican Committee and
stating that I would be invited to a future
meeting. Needless to say, no invitation
was forthcoming.

Through the appropriate procedures, I
requested copies of the resumes of certain
individuals. In a letter received from the
town clerk, I was informed that the re-
quested documents were not in the pos-
session of the town.

It is shocking that appointments are
made without having to submit even a
perfunctory application for the position or
a resume. I stand by my assertion that it is
fine if qualified Republicans are appointed,
as long as there is an application process
and appointment made based on qualifica-
tions and the content of their written appli-
cation submitted for this process.

My letter to editor that appeared in the
January 12 issue was an attack on the
process. It was not an attack on any indi-
vidual. If Mayor Skibitsky and Assem-
blyman Bramnick want to it spin it this
way, I think the readers know why.

Cynthia Foulke
Westfield

children’s reading programs and
chairs for the Community Room.

Anyone wishing to donate books
and/or other audio/visual materials
for the sale may bring them to the
library during regular library hours.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Driver License Renewal
To See Record Volume
The NJ Motor Vehicle Commis-

sion expects to renew two million
driver licenses in 2006, a record
increase of 90 percent over last
year. Drivers should renew before
the last minute. For information,
call (888) 486-3339.

Letter to the Editor


