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Rajoppi Reports 34 Percent
Jump In Revenue for 2005

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has reported
that revenue in her office jumped 34
percent last year to $48.5 million.
The figure represents an 87 percent
jump in total revenue in 2003.

“By far, this is one of the highest
revenues Union County has ever re-
ceived from any department in its
history and a 5 percent increase over
2004,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

According to her annual report,
“the lowest prime interest rate in more
than 40 years spurred and maintained
the real estate buying and re-financ-
ing frenzy, which began in 2002,”
according to the clerk. “The strong
housing sales in New Jersey prompted
the third highest number of mort-
gages, 45,935, recorded in the 147-
year old history of the office.” Total
revenue in 2005 was the fourth high-
est in the county’s history.

Of the total revenue, $35.2 million
was allocated to the state as part of the
Realty Transfer Fee Tax in 2005.

The Union County Clerk’s Property
website search, which debuted in 2002,
is the first in the state that allows custom-
ers to order complete copies of official
documents on-line. The site,
clerk.ucnj.org, includes an index of docu-
ments dating from 1977 to the present.
“More than one million inquiries and/or
search were performed on the website
last year or an average of 88,000 per
month,” according to the report.

Ms. Rajoppi reported that 81 sub-
scribers – such as title companies and
banks – enrolled in the on-line prop-
erty search program in 2005 “for a
total revenue of $49,300 to the clerk’s
office, a 33 percent increase from 2004.”

“Since its inception, the total rev-
enue realized from this program is
$130,000,” according to the report.

Ms. Rajoppi reported that her office
administered five elections in 2005
including primary and gubernatorial
general elections, school board elec-
tions as well as special elections in
New Providence and Berkeley Heights.

The clerk’s office optical scan pro-
gram, unveiled in 2003, was expanded
last year for absentee ballots. This past
November, more than 6,500 absentee
ballots in the county were read optically.

“This new program,” County Clerk
Rajoppi said, “reduces the possibility
of any errors or questionable votes due
to hanging or pregnant chads that other
states experienced. Union County now
has a modern, clean voting system,
which parallels the latest voting tech-
nology.”

Election brochures containing elec-
tion deadlines were published and dis-
tributed to candidates, voters, munici-
palities and local libraries in the county.
Seminars were conducted for the
prosecutor’s office to acquaint them with
new mandates and responsibilities for
election administrators per the federal
Help American Vote Act (HAVA).

PARADE...Kathleen McGinnis-DiChiara (left) of Summit was installed as
Grand Marshal of the 10th-annual Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade
during a mass on January 21 at St. Teresa Church in Summit. Mrs. McGinnis-
DiChiara is pictured with Freeholder Deborah Scanlon and husband Patrick
Scanlon, treasurer of the Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee.
For parade information, see unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.

MICRO MADNESS PRICE

Smutty Nose all types, 24- 12oz bottles $25.99 
Brooklyn all types 24-12 oz bottles $25.79 
Flying Dog
all types except Horn Dog 24-12 oz bottles $25.99 
Long Trail all types 24-12 oz bottles $22.99 
Climax Brewing 1/2 Gallons 
all types excluding Dopple Bock $7.59 
Flying Fish all types 24-12oz bottles $22.99 
Saranac all types 24- 12 oz bottles $18.89 

MALTERNATIVES

Smirnoff Twisted 6pk bottles all flavors $6.69 
Mike's Hard 6 pk bottles all flavors $5.99 
Woodpecker Cider 6 pk bottles $6.89 
Bartles & James Coolers 4 pk bottles all flavors $3.79 
Seagram's Coolers 4 pk bottles all types $3.79 
Jose Cuervo Authentic Margaritas 1.75 lit. $13.89 

All prices are for full cases unless otherwise noted.

DOMESTIC BREWS                                 PRICE

Coors Light or Original  30 pk cans $16.39 
Bud or Bud Light 30 pk cans $16.59 
Bud or Bud Light 18 pk bottles $10.99 
Coors Light  18 pk Bottles or cans $11.29 
Michelob Ultra 2-12 Bottles $16.59 
Yuengling Lager 2-12 bottles $14.99 
Miller Genuine Draft or Lite 12 pk cans $7.29 
Rolling Rock or Rock Green Light 2-12 bottles $13.49 

IMPORT FAVORITES

Corona and Corona Light 2-12 bottles $22.49 
Heineken Loose bottles 24 pk $21.69 
Heineken 12 pk cans $10.79 
Amstel Light 12 pk cans $10.79 
Bass Ale 2-12 bottles $22.69 
Guiness Pub Draft 2-12 bottles $22.69 
Warsteiner 2-12 Bottles $18.79 
Stella Artois 2-12 bottles $22.79 
Pilsner Urquell 2-12 bottles $21.69

YOU’LL BE
BOWLED
OVER BY

OUR SUPER
PRICES.

VISIT
TOWN & COUNTRY 

FOR ALL YOUR 
SUPER BOWL 
PARTY NEEDS.

Stock up for the Big Game. 
At Town & Country you’ll 

find imports, domestics, micros…
all for a reasonable price. And, 

you can count on us for kegs, too. 
We offer a selection of fine quality
wines and spirits – plus appetizing

cheese platters, ice, even beer-themed
baskets – all at prices you can’t beat. 
Town & Country. We’re known for 

our friendly service, diverse 
selection, quality products and 
convenience. When it comes to 
Super Bowl party planning …

the odds are on Town & Country. 
We bet you can’t beat our value. 

WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.     Free Parking

We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last.
T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

20% off 
ANY CHEESE 

PLATTER. 
Order must be placed no later than 02/01/06

20% off 
ANY PRE-MADE
GIFT BASKET. 

Offer valid through 02/05/06

Zoning Bd. OKs Wellness
Ctr. On Lamberts Mill Road

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship zoning board of adjustment last
week gave unanimous approval for
RWJ Fitness and Wellness Center,
LLC, an affiliate of Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital, to con-
vert a 52,000 square-foot building at
2120 Lamberts Mill Road into a fit-
ness and wellness center.

Board member Chris Abeel said
the new facility would be “a great
improvement” over the existing in-
dustrial building that has been vacant
for several years. While there was
some discussion among board mem-
bers about whether to permit employ-
ees to park in the front of the building,
as requested by the applicant, or re-
quire all parking to be at the rear of
the building, there were no negative
comments from the board or the hand-
ful of residents from the adjacent
apartment complex.

The board gave its approval at the
end of a four-hour hearing that in-
cluded an extensive presentation from
five RWJ representatives. The facil-
ity, according to Gary Reidy, the
center’s managing partner, will be
open from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. during
the week and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
weekends. He told the board the
wellness center will include an exer-
cise floor, a swimming pool, therapy
pool, spa pool, day spa, physical
therapy area, studios for exercise and
fitness classes, cooking classroom,
child care room for the children of
patients and members and a small
snack bar area.

Kirk Tice, the CEO of Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital in
Rahway, said the center will “help
integrate changes” into the lifestyle
of patients referred to the facility
following a surgical procedure or at
the recommendation of their physi-
cian.

The building, which was built in
1965, is situated at the curve in Lam-
berts Mill Road, across from the
Beadleston School, operated by the
Union County Educational Services
Commission, and alongside the
Conrail railroad line that divides
Scotch Plains and Westfield from
Clark. James Chmielak, a profes-
sional planner and engineer, said the
two existing driveways will be re-
tained, with the driveway on the right
side — alongside the adjacent gar-
den center — used to access a planned
parking lot at the rear of the building

that will have close to 300 parking
spaces.

A smaller parking area in front of
the left side of the building will be
reserved for limited employee park-
ing. The rear section of the rectangu-
lar-shaped property is presently
wooded and partly designated as
wetlands, and Mr. Chmielak said that
most of the area would be retained in
its present state.

James Kochenour, a traffic engi-
neer for the applicant, presented a
study of traffic conditions around
the property, and concluded that the
additional vehicular traffic on Lam-
berts Mill Road as a result of the new
facility would have “no adverse im-
pact” on traffic in general.

 He said that, unlike a typical health
club, he did not expect any severe
spikes in traffic entering and exiting
the site. It is more likely, he told the
board, that trips will be spread
throughout the day instead of a sharp
increase in the early morning and
early evening hours, as occurs more
often at traditional health clubs.

Toward the end of the hearing,
board members briefly discussed
whether, for aesthetic purposes, the
small employee lot at the front of the
building should be eliminated, but
RWJ representatives maintained that,
for the personal safety of employees
arriving in the pre-dawn hours or
leaving late at night, it was prefer-
able that they be able to walk a short
distance from their cars to the front
door.

The board’s approval includes a
deed restriction forbidding any fu-
ture development on the wooded
area at the rear of the property.

Computer Classes
Slated For Beginners
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Recreation Department
will sponsor two computer classes
for beginners this winter.

“E-mail for Beginners” will famil-
iarize students with how to send, re-
ceive and save personal e-mail. The
class will take place on Monday, Feb-
ruary 13, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

“Internet for Beginners” will teach
students how to “surf” the Internet
and find useful websites. The class
will be held on Wednesday, February
15, from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

Both classes are geared toward new
computer users. Registration is $15
per class. All classes will be held in
the Learning Center at Mountainside
Borough Hall.

Space is limited. To register,  visit
the recreation office, 1385 Route 22,
East, in Mountainside. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 232-0015.

AREA — NJ Transit will offer free
rides to New Jersey college students
from January 30 through February 5
to give students the opportunity to
experience how simple it is to use
public transportation.

During the free week, college and
post-secondary students can ride any
NJ Transit bus, rail or light rail lines
for free simply by presenting their
student ID and a free ride coupon
available at www.njtransit.com.

 NJ Transit will hold a pep rally on
Rutgers University’s Newark cam-
pus on Thursday, January 26 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Paul Robeson
Campus Center, where students will
learn about NJ Transit’s services and
about the Student Pass program. Stu-
dents who sign up for a pass at the
event will be eligible to win prizes by
participating in a “Armchair Quarter-
back Challenge.”

“We want students to discover how
comfortable and convenient using NJ
Transit can be,” said NJ Transit As-
sistant Executive Director Lynn
Bowersox. “By giving them an op-

portunity to ride our buses, trains and
light rail lines for free, we are culti-
vating new customers during their
college years and beyond.”

In addition to showing students how
easy and convenient it is to use New
Jersey’s public transportation system,
the trial will also promote the ben-
efits of the online Student Pass pro-
gram, which provides a 25 percent
discount to full-time students who
attend participating colleges. Univer-
sities that offer their students a dis-
count through the online Student Pass
program are: Seton Hall University,
Montclair State University, Rutgers
University, William Paterson Univer-
sity, Kean University, Richard Stock-
ton College, New Jersey City and
Fairleigh Dickinson Universities.

With Student Pass, students simply
log onto their university’s Intranet,
click on the link to NJT’s monthly
pass student discount and enter the
requested information. After signing
up, a new monthly pass is sent auto-
matically each month as long as the
account remains active.

College Students Ride NJT
Free From Jan. 30 to Feb. 5

Neil Cohen Named Deputy
Assembly Speaker

TRENTON — Assemblyman Neil
Cohen (D-Union) has been named
Deputy Speaker of the General As-
sembly for the 2006-2007 legislative
session by Assembly Speaker Joseph
Roberts, Jr. (D-Camden).

“It is an honor to be asked to join
such a prestigious group of veteran
lawmakers in the Assembly majority
leadership team,” said Mr. Cohen.
“This should afford new opportuni-
ties to advance a proactive agenda
that will greatly benefit the residents
of New Jersey for years to come.”

“Few people in the legislature work
as hard as Neil for their constituents
and for the state as a whole,” said Mr.
Roberts. “His record of tackling the
tough issues head on, his passion
when debating controversial issues
like stem cell research and expanding
senior health services and his strong
legal background make him perfectly

suited for this new leadership role.”
Mr. Cohen served as deputy ma-

jority leader for the past four years.
As deputy speaker, Asm. Cohen will
preside over General Assembly ses-
sions when business takes the
Speaker away from the floor. He will
also play a role in fashioning the
assembly Democrats’ long-term leg-
islative agenda.

Asm. Cohen will also serve as chair-
man of the Assembly Financial Insti-
tutions and Insurance Committee,
which reviews legislation concern-
ing banking and insurance concerns,
and as a member of the Assembly
Labor Committee, which oversees
most labor related legislation.

Mr. Cohen is an attorney in a
Montclair-based law firm with State
Senator Nia Gill (D-34). Asm. Cohen
is serving his second tenure in the
General Assembly.

Asm. Cryan to Chair
Human Services Comm.

TRENTON - Assemblyman Joseph
Cryan (D-Union) will serve as chair-
man of the newly created Assembly
Human Services Committee during
the 2006-2007 legislative session.

Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts,
Jr., created the new committee to con-
solidate the functions of the previous
Family, Women and Children Com-
mittee and to put an added emphasis
on the state’s efforts to reform the
Division of Youth and Family Ser-
vices (DYFS).

“We need accountability for the
women, families and children who
are supposed to be served by the

state’s welfare safety net and we need
accountability for the taxpayers who
ultimately shoulder the costs,” said
Asm. Cryan. “It’s time that we com-
plete the reforms to the DYFS system
and produced a child protection sys-
tem that is responsive, responsible
and second-to-none. We are show-
ing our commitment to protecting
and providing for New Jersey resi-
dents,” Asm. Cryan said. “I look
forward, not just to having a hand in
reform efforts, but to helping to pub-
licize the good - the programs and
services - that human services pro-
vides to the residents of our state.”

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com


