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MS Awards Police Officers
For Cases Handled in 2005
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During
Mountainside’s January 2 organiza-
tional meeting, several awards were
given to borough police officers for
cases handled last year.

As part of the Union County Emer-
gency Response Team (UCERT) in New
Orleans, Detective Donald Amberg was
given a certificate of recognition.

According to Police Chief James
Debbie, Detective Amberg was de-
ployed to New Orleans for more than
two weeks after Hurricane Katrina hit
last September.

“He was part of a team required to
conduct search-and-rescue operations,
while combating looting. He was also
sworn in as a federal officer having
arrest power nationwide,” the chief said.

Detective Amberg also received a
commendation award for his work over
the summer in helping to clear a victim
of identity theft. The chief noted that
Detective Amberg started his investi-
gation after the victim was wrongly
issued a high number of summonses
for infractions in Mountainside.

According to the chief, Detective
Amberg was able to help the victim
begin unraveling months of traffic tick-
ets. Detective Amberg was also able to
locate and arrest the suspect using the
victim’s driver’s license. The chief
concluded, “Through Detective
Amberg’s diligent and untiring inves-
tigation, a serial identity thief was
halted and an innocent man can begin
putting his life back together.”

Officer James Urban, who chased a
vehicle after its passengers held up the
Echo Queen Diner on Route 22 at
gunpoint, received an “Excellent Po-
lice Service” award.

According to Chief Debbie, the pur-
suit ended with an arrest a short time
after an accident in front of Autoland
of Springfield. The Springfield Police
Department assisted with the arrest.

Officer Michael Pasquale and Cor-
poral Kenneth Capobianco received
commendations for their backup help

with the chase. In addition, Communi-
cation Officer Walter Kutsop received
a commendation for his work alerting
other towns, while talking to and help-
ing the victims at the diner.

Other commendation awards were
issued for Corporal Richard Latargia,
and Officers John Philippakos and
Jeffrey Stiner for their help in appre-
hending suspects who were trying to
run a Fanwood police officer off the
road on Route 22.

According to the chief, last spring
Corporal Latargia and Officer
Philippakos tackled the suspects after
they attempted to jump from the ve-
hicle and flee on foot.

He said, “the suspects were returned
to Fanwood for processing where it
was determined they had been com-
mitting armed robberies in Plainfield
over the last couple of months.”

A commendation award was also
given to Sergeant Allan Attanasio,
Corporal Kenneth Capobianco, Of-
ficer Michael Pasquale and Officer
James Urban after their help in appre-
hending suspects from a carjacked
vehicle in Springfield. The car check-
ing occurred in North Plainfield.

A life-saving award was given to
Officers Richard Antonacci and James
Urban for saving the life of an elderly
resident in cardiac arrest. The officers
administered Cardio Pulmonary Re-
suscitation (CPR) and used an auto-
matic defibrillation unit.

Chief Debbie concluded that the
awards were determined by a special
committee for the police, which in-
cluded Patrolman Thomas Norton,
who has served Mountainside for seven
years, Patrolman Kevin Betyeman,
who has served the borough for 11
years, Sergeant Joseph Giannuzzi, who
has served for 13 years, and Captain
Richard Osieja, who has been a part of
the police department for 28 years.

He further said, “The actions of all
of these officers exemplify the dedica-
tion to duty and bravery we have come
to expect from the members of the
Mountainside Police Department.”
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Saturday, January 14, three people
were arrested in the 50 block of
Nomahegan Drive. Stephen Bock, 36,
of Garwood was arrested on an out-
standing criminal warrant from Roselle
for $250. He was released by the Roselle
Police Department and given a new
court date.

Christine Hewson, 25, of Westfield
was charged with possession of a hypo-
dermic needle and also arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant for $355
from Lawrence. Hewson was released
on her own recognizance on the Westfield
charge and held on the warrant.

Anthony Andreola, 37, of Westfield
was charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia and possession of hypo-
dermic needles. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Monday, January 16, Wilson Gill,
3rd, 35, of Westfield was arrested at
Park Street and Central Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was later released to a responsible
individual.

Monday, January 16, Daniel Wasama,
26, of Fanwood was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at South and West
Avenues in Garwood on an outstanding
Scotch Plains traffic warrant for $98.
He posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, January 18, Mark
McLeod, 37, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at Wash-
ington Street and Rahway Avenue on
an outstanding traffic warrant for $405
from Middlesex Borough. McLeod was
released on bail.

Thursday, January 19, Chad Johnson,
23, of Plainfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
and Tuttle Parkway. He was charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance/suspected marijuana with
intent to distribute; possession with in-
tent to distribute within 1,000 feet of a
school zone; possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
released on his own recognizance with
summonses.

Thursday, January 19, Gregory R.
Strond, 41, of Plainfield was arrested by
NJ Transit police and charged with dis-
orderly conduct, for which he was is-
sued a summons. Strond was taken into
custody at the Westfield train station and
transported to Westfield Police Head-
quarters, where it was discovered there
were two criminal warrants for him that
had been issued by Plainfield, for a total
of $1,530. He was turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Thursday, January 19, Alfie Spooner,
32, of Fords was arrested at the
Middlesex County Jail on multiple
warrants. They included two motor ve-
hicle warrants from Westfield totaling
$1,820; a Clark traffic warrant for
$1,000; a traffic warrant and a criminal
warrant from Bedminster totaling $999;
a traffic warrant and a criminal warrant
from Newark totaling $600 and a $500
motor vehicle warrant from Garwood.

Westfield Municipal Court Judge
Brenda Cuba reduced the Westfield
amount to $500. Spooner was unable to
post bail and was committed to the
Union County jail, police said.

Friday, January 20, David Strassberg,
22, of Westfield was arrested at South
Euclid and Fairmont Avenues and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Friday, January 20, Jeffrey Hannon,
34, of East Hanover was arrested in the
500 block of East Broad Street on a
criminal warrant for $350 from New-
ark. He was released after posting bail.

Friday, January 20, Todd Aurand, 28,
of Roselle Park was arrested at Central
Avenue and Grove Street on an out-
standing Westfield motor vehicle war-
rant for $295. He was released after
posting bail.

Saturday, January 21, Bruce L. Hicks,
Jr., 30, of Jersey City was arrested at
Westfield Police Headquarters on a traf-
fic warrant issued by Westfield. He was
being held on $1,000 bail.

Saturday, January 21, Richard Tho-
mas, 40, of Westfield was arrested in
the 100 block of Windsor Avenue on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Scotch Plains for $500. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Sunday, January 15, a Spruce Lane

resident reported being the victim of
theft. The victim stated she hired a
moving company to move furniture.
She reported that when the movers were
done she noticed jewelry missing from
one of the boxes. The jewelry was val-
ued at approximately $10,000.

Tuesday, January 17, a resident of
Brookside Drive reported being the vic-
tim of criminal mischief. The victim stated
that unknown person or persons dam-
aged a light post in front of his house.

Thursday, January 19, a resident of
Lenape Way reported being the victim
of harassment. The victim stated he has
received several phone calls during the
night. The unknown caller would leave
agitated phone messages on the victim’s
voice mail.

Thursday, January 19, a South Av-
enue business owner reported money
missing from the store. It is unknown
how much money was taken. There
were no signs of forced entry.

Friday, January 20, James Murphy, 43,
of Springfield was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana and an out-
standing warrant out of Newark.

According to police, Murphy was ob-
served banging on doors when officers
arrived at the scene. He was placed under
arrest after he was discovered to be in
possession of the marijuana, police said.
After being processed he was released to
the Newark Police Department.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 17, Dana A. Indico,

19, of South Plainfield was arrested for
outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Shady Lane at
Winfield Place.

Wednesday, January 18, Ernestine
Jackson, 33, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Midway Avenue, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, January 19, Shannone O.
Holt, 26, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue and Martine Avenue revealed
outstanding warrants.

Thursday, January 19, Marcus G.
Digesu, 31, of Linden was arrested for
outstanding warrants on Terrill Road at
Patterson Road following a motor ve-
hicle stop, which revealed outstanding
warrants.

Friday, January 20, Sharon E.
Cummings, 46, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for outstanding warrants follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue and Hetfield Avenue.

Friday, January 20, Pathmavathie
Iyar, 41, of Metuchen was arrested and
charged with writing fraudulent checks.
She was released after posting $5,000
bail.

Friday, January 20, Dennis Porter,
18, of Plainfield was arrested for pos-
session of a stolen vehicle.

Saturday, January 21, Domenico
Guerriero, 33, of Garwood, was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed numerous outstanding warrants.

Saturday, January 21, Timothy A.
Tomy, 47, of Edison was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on North Avenue and
Hetfield Avenue.

Monday, January 23, Sharon R. Jack-
son, 35, of Union was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue and Matine Avenue, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Wednesday, January 18, police re-

sponded to an attempted car jacking at
a Mountain Avenue convenience store.
According to police, the victim was
exiting the store when he observed a
black male entering his vehicle. The
suspect attempted to pull out of the
parking spot when the victim opened
the rear door of his vehicle and pulled
out his work knife. Police stated that
the victim then threatened to “stab his
(the suspect’s) ass.” After being threat-
ened, the suspect jumped out of the
vehicle and ran to a waiting vehicle.
The driver of the vehicle, also a black
male, fled south on Mountain Avenue
at a high rate of speed, police said.

Before leaving the parking lot, the
victim was able to stab at the get-away
car and puncture the left rear tire, police
said. The victim stated he could hear air
coming out of the tire as the suspects fled
the scene. The vehicle was observed by
police traveling at a high rate of speed on
Route 22 but police determined that
because of the high rate of speed the
vehicle would be dangerous to pursue.
The incident is under investigation.

Friday, January 20, a Wyoming Drive
resident reported being the victim of a
burglary attempt. The victim stated that
the rear door to his home had been
partially pried open. He also reported
that two patio chairs had been moved
from their original location to under-
neath a low lying roof line. No entry
was gained into the home, police said.

Friday, January 20, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported being the
victim of theft. She stated that she placed
her purse on the seat next to her and
later discovered it missing. The victim
reported that her purse contained her
cell phone, credit cards, driver’s license,
$20 in cash and possibly her Social
Security card. The victim and manage-
ment checked the theater after the lights
returned on and found nothing, police
said. The victim’s cell phone was re-
portedly later found in the possession
of two 16-year old juveniles from
Plainfield. They were arrested at a the-
ater in Bridgewater for stealing the purse
of a patron of that theater the same
night, police said. Charges will be filed
in Mountainside pending an investiga-
tion, police said.

Saturday, January 21, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported being the
victim of theft. The victim stated the
suspects broke her passenger side win-
dow to gain entry to her vehicle. Stolen
from the vehicle was the victim’s purse
containing her checkbook, driver’s li-
cense, credit cards and approximately
$100 cash.

Friday, January 20, Michelle A.
Goodwin, 43, of Irvington was arrested
at the state police headquarters in New-
ark for an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $350.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROOTING FOR WRESTLERS…Wrestling fans show some intensity, while
watching the 171 pound bout between Blue Devil Colin Willard and Raider Al
Nassiri at last Wednesday’s Westfield-Scotch Plains wrestling match.

MS Rec Softball
Registration Begins
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Recreation Depart-
ment sponsors softball programs for
children five years old through eighth
grade.

Children in grades 3-5 play in
the instructional Junior Division
and those in grades 6-8 compete in
the Senior Division. Practice for
these age groups begins in March
and games are scheduled from mid
April to early June. Registration is
$50 per child for the Junior Divi-
sion and $60 per child for the Se-
nior Division. After the February
15 deadline, a $15 late fee is
charged if space is available.

Children in grades 1-2 attend
instructional clinics on Saturday
mornings in late April and May.
Registration is $25 per child. After
the March 1 deadline, a $15 late
fee is charged if space is available.

Children who are five years old
or who will be five by August 1 can
participate in Koosh Kids, a four-
week introduction to the skills of
throwing, catching, batting and run-
ning. The sessions take place on
Saturday mornings beginning in
late April. Registration is $15 per
child. After the March 1 deadline,
a $15 late fee is charged if space is
available.

Registrations for all softball pro-
grams will be accepted after Feb-
ruary 1 at the Recreation Depart-
ment in Borough Hall, 1385 Route
22 East, Mountainside. For more
information, please call 908-232-
0015.

from other sources.
Mr. Haggar explained that the bulk

of the budget deficit came from spe-
cial education needs, in part because
there are 17 special needs children in
the district but only 10 were accounted
for in the budget.

Additional unbudgeted expenses
included: increased health insurance
costs, utility costs and an asbestos
management plan.

Mr. Haggar said the rest of the
overage was from 2004-2005 unpaid
obligations.

Dr. O’Malley said “make-up
money” has allowed the district to
“bridge most of the gap.”

This money includes $402,500 to
offset tuition from Berkeley Heights,
$7,000 in rewritten federal grants due
to lapse in August, $42,000 in ex-
traordinary state aid and $169,000
in Individuals With Disabilities Edu-
cation Improvement Act (IDEA)
grants.

Dr. O’Malley said that the district
is trying to avoid cutting school pro-
grams as a result of the deficit.
“We’ve done everything we can to
keep it out of the classroom, but we
have to get to June still,” he said,
adding that “we basically had to re-
construct the whole district’s finan-
cial components.”

The board will vote on the budget
on Tuesday, February 28.

In other news, Dr. O’Malley re-
viewed the six “district goals” and
highlighted some of the year’s ac-
complishments, including implemen-
tation of the new “everyday and con-
nected” math program, the new en-
richment and writing policies and the
completion of the district emergency-
management plan.

Dr. O’Malley also said the district
hired 22 new employees and imple-
mented a food-service-nutrition plan,
among other changes.

Additionally, the board handed
out several awards. The four win-

ners of the Reader’s Digest Na-
tional Word Power Challenge re-
ceived certificates. The contest,
which challenged students on their
vocabulary skills, had one winner
from each of the four grades that
participated.

The four winners included eighth
grader Joseph Komosinki, seventh
grader Ayla Meyer, sixth grader
Danny Boyle and fifth grader Cooper
Truman.

The national contest invites the top
100 scorers, in sixth through eighth
grades, to compete in the state cham-
pionship in March.

Also honored was James Patterson,
who placed first from among fifth
through eighth graders in the
district’s National Geographic Ge-
ography Bee.

The fifth grader has taken a test for
the national contest and is awaiting
results to see if he will move on in
the competition. He received a cer-
tificate and a medal.

Miss Teen New Jersey Galaxy, 18-
year-old Gabrielle Apigo, also ad-
dressed the board in open public ses-
sion to help raise awareness for her
platform, a rare bone and joint dis-
ease called Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva (FOP).

The Mountainside native asked for
an opportunity to address students
about FOP.

“How far would you fight, push
and plea if it was someone you
loved with this disease?” she
asked, adding that awareness is
important. “Education is power,”
she said.

Resident Gary Whyte, an advocate
for FOP awareness, said his efforts to
address students had been turned
down in the past.

Dr. O’Malley said he would dis-
cuss the possibility of holding an
assembly to raise FOP awareness.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 14.

curriculum redevelopment from last
year. “The curriculum was redone,
but we never got all of the textbooks,”
Board President Anne Riegel said.
The textbook expenditure figure was
$113,937 last year.

Consumable supplies for the high
school are estimated at $12,448 and
include materials for the project adven-
ture course, the new possible broadcast
journalism course and earth and envi-
ronmental science revisions.

The cost of new textbooks for the
general education program will be
$120,441, with $52,570 spent on new
mathematics books.

New course American Studies will
require textbooks. The increase in
expenditure for textbooks will be
$45,889.

Staff training is estimated at
$70,934. Part of this allocation in-
cludes a proposal to enter the Virtual
High School program, which will al-
low 50 students to participate in an
online course normally not available
at WHS. Implementation cost for this
program is $11,500, including an
annual fee of $6,500.

This cooperative program will “al-
low students to have a different type
of learning…not necessarily just for
advanced students. This is something
that every high school should be do-
ing,” Superintendent Dr. William
Foley said. This “pilot project,” a
term devised by board member Gary
McCready, will require one teacher
to coordinate the course.

Testing services for the high school
are projected to be $21,704 for scor-
ing services for the High School Pro-
ficiency Assessment (HSPA) in grades
nine and 10, as well as the Wechsler

Intelligence Scale for Children
(WISC) gifted-and-talented IQ test.

There will be a decrease in summer
curriculum writing from $34,282 to
$11,500. General administration costs
are projected to be $41,787; this in-
cludes travel expenses, office sup-
plies and subscriptions, district mem-
berships and a projector for the new
American Studies class.

In other business, the board con-
gratulated the Westfield High School
(WHS) Model United Nations (UN)
Club, which sent more than 140 del-
egates this month in Hershey, PA, the
largest delegation of all the schools in
attendance. Westfield won the Pre-
mier Delegation award.

On Friday and Saturday, January
27 and 28, the Washington School
Players will perform The Incredible,
Super Reunion. Tickets are available
at Reuniontix@aol.com.

The public is invited to attend the
superintendent’s presentation on “Un-
derstanding the Numbers” this Mon-
day, January 30, at 7:30 p.m. in the
WHS auditorium. At the meeting, he
intends to describe how tax dollars
are allocated in the school budget, the
decision-making process and con-
straints that the district faces in devel-
opment of a budget, and he will an-
swer any questions about the upcom-
ing budget referendum.

The board’s budget meeting sched-
ule will be as follows: January 31,
special education; February 7, fine
arts and athletics; February 14, tech-
nology and guidance, and February
28, personnel and general education.

Meetings commence on Tuesday
nights at 8 p.m. in the board meeting
room at 302 Elm Street.
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be delayed waiting for Conrail and
county approval. I don’t like putting
those two things together. I want to go
back to our original plan (the first
street paving contract of 2006 was set
to have the Rahway Avenue quiet
zone as an attachment).”

During First Ward Councilman Pe-
ter Echausse’s Finance Policy Com-
mittee report, he said a townsperson
with experience has offered his ser-
vices at a $7,000 rate “for as many
hours as the town wants” to serve as
the new webmaster. Historically,
Councilman Echausse said the posi-
tion garnered $12,000 a year.

Councilman Caruana announced
that remediation on the Prospect and
Elm Street parking lot is about to
begin and will take one to two weeks.
The lot will be repaved and restriped
and, between the two, there will be a
“six- to eight-week disruption.”

Concerning the town not adding
the Stop and Shop parking lots re-
cently bought by the food store, the
councilman said, “The town would
have had an interest in exploring add-
ing that capacity, but we were com-
pletely unaware of the opportunity to

buy. Those buildings were for lease.
We were never notified that they were
for sale or asked if we would enter-
tain participation in the bidding.”

Mentioning that Lord & Taylor is
up for sale, Councilman Caruana said,
“We will express an interest that
should they decide to sell the em-
ployee lot across the street, that the
Town of Westfield would be inter-
ested in bidding.”

Debby Burslem from the Westfield
Historical Society discussed prelimi-
nary plans to book the south side train
station lot on Saturday, May 20 to
host a “town-wide garage sale” simi-
lar to ones held in Cranford.

Kisha Achoe gave a presentation
on the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society’s request to sponsor a one-to-
three mile walk during the spring.
The event, Light The Night, seeks to
raise money and awareness for leuke-
mia and other blood cancers. Ms.
Achoe, after showing a brief film
showcasing the walk, said she esti-
mates 300 to 400 people will partici-
pate. Walkers hold illuminated bal-
loons – red for support, white for
those having defeated the illness.
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