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Devil Matmen Rap
Minutemen, 40-26

SETTE PULLS OFF STUNNER; DENICHILO WINS BIG

SPF Raider Matmen Outlast
Cranford Cougars, 43-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bragging rights for the Watchung
Conference National Division title
came down to a showdown with rival
Westfield (scheduled for yesterday)
after the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team outlasted 5-2
Cranford, 43-28, in Scotch Plains on
January 11. After the Raiders built a
comfortable 43-12 lead, they allowed
some of their backup wrestlers to
compete in the final three bouts.

Despite two bouts that turned vic-
tory into disaster, the 5-5 Raiders got
especially impressive performances
from Joe Sette (140-lbs) and Dave
DeNichilo (152-lbs). Nick Giannaci
(189-lbs), just off surgery on his cau-
liflower ear, was rested.

Sette surprised Cougar veteran
Steve Chencharik, recording a first-
period takedown, a second-period
takedown and a third-period reversal,
to seize a 6-3 victory. Sette seemed to
sense danger at the right time and
correctly repositioned himself to
counter any of Chencharik’s moves.

“I have been trying new things and
I don’t like getting caught. I have been
working a lot harder in the room and I
feel a lot more confident,” Sette said.

“Joe has been wrestling smarter,”
said Raider Head Coach John Scholz.
“Chencharik has been wrestling for
four years. He went after him. He
realizes that muscle goes only so far
and he has to start using some of his
finesse moves.”

DeNichilo, in his bout with Jeb Den-
nis, racked up a 16-8, majority deci-
sion, using a series of leg wrestling

maneuvers to score back points, which
included a spread eagle, stretcher and
single grapevines. In an effort to free
himself of his dilemma, Dennis con-
stantly attempted to capture DeNichilo’s
head if he let it sag too much.

“His head hung once or twice, his
hips hung once or twice but he knows
now how to fix the problem,” said
Scholz.

“I did have better lessons from my
coach over the past few weeks. I
worked my neutral position, let him
take the shot, then I spun around to
get my takedown. I put my moves
together and worked on my near-
falls,” explained DeNichilo.

The first bout of the evening also
turned out to be the first disaster bout
for the Raiders. Heavyweight Joe
Foote nearly pinned Cougar Dave
Veca and carried a 6-1 lead into the
second period. Unfortunately, for the
Raiders, Foote’s tank emptied in the
third period and the Cougars took a 6-
0, team lead. The second Raider di-
saster came after the Raiders had the
match in hand when Mike O’Neill
nearly had Cougar Kevin Aldridge
pinned, but the tables were turned
when O’Neill was caught in a head-
lock in 3:15.

In addition to DeNichilo, several
Raiders resorted to leg wrestling to
quell their opponents. After Gary
Schardien received a forfeit at 103-
lbs and Mike Ferrara punished senior
Jesse Hynes with a power half pin-
ning combination in 5:23 at 112-lbs
to give the Raiders a 12-6 lead, Sal
Gano swarmed Jim Provence and
rocked him with a cradle in 1:19 at

119-lbs. Then, 125-lb Trevor Cannon
performed a wild display of leg wres-
tling, using spread eagles, grapevines
and tilts to record six near-falls and
an 18-0, technical fall in 3:41 over
Frank Krove.

“If you noticed, everyone does use
legs. We are doing a nice job, throw-
ing it all in and wrestling smart,” said
Scholz.

Raider Ricky Olsson, however,
used upper body power (head throws,
arm bar walkovers, etc.) to claim a
15-1, majority decision over Ricky
Morris at 135-lbs. At 145-lbs, Pat
Mineo also used upper body power to
stick Saad Saghir in 3:04 with a cork-
screw. At 160-lbs, however, Joe Bachi
resorted to leg wrestling and man-
aged to pull off a great escape at the
buzzer to edge Chris Cook, 8-7, and
give the Raiders their 43-12 lead.

Hoping for an exciting bout with
Giannaci, Cougar Pat Hogan, ranked
eighth in the state at 171-lbs, weighed in
heavier in order to compete at 189-lbs.
Instead, he pinned Billy Jacobs in 29
seconds with a double front grapevine.

“I’m very happy! Everyone just
did fine,” said Scholz.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Veca (C) p Foote, 4:39
103: — Schardien (S) won forfeit
112: — Ferrara (S) p Hynes, 5:23
119: — Gano (S) p Provence, 1:19
125: — Cannon (S) tf Krove, 18-0, 3:41
130: — Chris Ridente (C) p Mark Rucin, 3:24
135: — Olsson (S) md Morris, 15-1
140: — Sette (S) d Chencharik, 6-3
145: — Mineo (S) p Saghir, 3:04
152: — DeNichilo (S) md Dennis, 16-8
160: — Bachi (S) d Cook, 8-7
171: — Aldridge (C) p O’Neill, 3:15
189: — Hogan (C) p Jacobs, :29
215: — Steve Wilcox (C) md Joe Blaes, 11-1

Brearley Matmen Claw
R. Park Panthers, 34-24

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shockers and inspiring perfor-
mances highlighted the David
Brearley High School and Roselle
Park wrestling showdown that was
won by the visiting Bears, 34-24, in
Roselle Park on January 11. The very
young Bear wrestlers were victorious
in nine of 14 bouts to demonstrate
their intent to sit on a loftier perch
than the Panthers.

“It was just a great, great team win.
That’s what it’s all about and they’re to
be congratulated. Every one! We won
a good amount of matches, which is
what you look to do,” said Brearley
Head Coach Brian Luciani. “Obvi-
ously, the score is closer than that, but
it was just a great match overall. Ev-
eryone went six minutes. But keeping
it in the scheme of things, we are going
to enjoy it and we’re looking to im-
prove. We are going to see them again
in our sectional, in our district, in our
county and you cannot rest because
they are too good to let you. There is a
lot more wrestling to do. That is going
to get us better and better.”

In a run of five straight matches,
Henry Elshiekh defeated Panther
Vinny Bonassisa, 3-1 at 160-lb.

“I wanted to come out strong, come
out shooting; however, I had a hard
time taking him down. I looked to
gain inside control or a quick high
crotch to get two and finally did in the
second period. Going in 3-0 in the
third, I looked for the pin, rode him
out for two minutes, which I thought
was good, and got the team three
points,” said Elshiekh who added,
“Anthony Evans (152-lb. a 9-4 d. over
Burim Kadrijaj), Travis Dilts (171-

lb. a 11-6 d. over Mike Kurant), Conor
Shannon at 189-lb. out-pointed Jimmy
Sinatra, 6-5, and Jess Boyden at 215-
lb. picking up four points with a 11-2
decision over Kevin Neimick was a
good beginning for us,”

In an exciting 130-pound bout, Bear
Joe Mraz grabbed a 3-0 decision over
Jorge Bronco.

“In the first and second period, I
looked to apply lots of pressure, open
him up and not doing anything stu-
pid. I felt as long as I can grind him
up, I’m going to be in better shape at
the end and that’s how it turned out.
He was out of his stance and I took
him down. I believe our team was in
better shape. They got tired late in the
matches while we did our thing by
scoring most of our points in the
second and third periods.”

Kenny Knapp (103-lb) flattened
Anthony Zangari in 3:58. Joe
Lospinoso (119) showed Brian Skiff
the lights in 0:25 and Sean Kane
(125) scored an 8-0, majority deci-
sion over Joe Pisauro.

“You look at the teams that we try
to emulate. For years it was Roselle
Park, Rahway and South Plainfield
who have been dynasties in Union
County. Then, New Providence even-
tually became a good team,” said
Luciani. “They did it the right way.
Those teams became perennial pow-
ers, not just in the conference but in
the state. You try to see what they do
and, of course, you always put a little
mix into it yourself. We’re able to
throw that mix in there. Now those
things are starting to come to articu-
lation. The coaching staff sees it and
does it and we’re starting to see the
results of hard work.”

took his match to the kid.”
Although not winning their bouts,

Sam Reichbach (119) fared well in
his 7-5 loss to Rahman Fuquan, a
Region 3 qualifier who finished 21-
11 last year, and heavyweight Zach
Bullek dropped a tough, 8-5, deci-
sion to Region 3 qualifier Hafis Wil-
liams. Joe Corea (145-lbs) was edged
11-9 by Anthony Davis.

“Zach had him on his back at the
end of the third period. If he drops his
hips and keeps his head up, he could
have beaten that kid. If nothing else,
it should be a big confidence builder
for him as we head into our bigger
matches and later-season tourna-
ments,” said Kurz.

Some of the younger Blue Devils
also came through with impressive
bouts. Nick DeFreitas (103-lbs)
pinned Steve Cintron in 3:21 and
Matt Shaffer (135-lbs) pinned Heng
Zhang in 3:39. Mark Boyd (160-lb)
took apart Jason Pryor via 11-0, ma-
jority decision and Steve Cruikshank
(215-lbs) blanked Jose Cala, 4-0.

“Matt Shaffer wrestled all summer
long. Now he is seeing the results.
There is no big secret. All of our kids
who are successful are kids who made
a commitment to wrestle in the off-
season. Hard work gets rewarded,
plain and simple,” stated Kurz.

Raider Hoop Boys Tap
Blue Knights, 47-41

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team upped
its record to 6-3 with a 47-41 win over
host Irvington on January 12. Sean
Young scored 10 points and Brian
Dougher pumped in 14 points for the
Raiders.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15   7 12 13 47
Irvington   7 10   8 16 41

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Thurs-
day, January 12, 2006 memorialized the
following Board action taken on Decem-
ber 5, 2005:

05-15(V) PALMIRO FERRARO, INC.,
(FERRARO’S RESTAURANT),
6-14 ELM STREET, BLOCK
3116, LOT 2 & 3 SEEKING
PRELIMINARY AND FINAL
MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL WITH A VARIANCE.
APPLICANT PROPOSES TO
CONSTRUCT A 108 SQUARE
FOOT ADDITION TO THE
REAR OF THE BUILDING
THAT WILL ENLARGE THE
RESTAURANT’S KITCHEN
AREA. – Approved with condi-
tions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 1/19/06, The Leader Fee: $22.44

WESTFIELD

Enchanting home with many quality upgrades & amenities.  Four bedrooms, 2.5 baths, living room w/built-in bookcase
and wood-burning fireplace, dining room w/built-in china cabinets, light infused conservatory w/skylites, kitchen w/
pantry & wet bar, family room addition w/built-in cabinets and wood-burning fireplace, den with ½ bath plus a full
finished basement.  Private yard with Japanese Garden by Toshi and new paver patio.  (052000507)

WESTFIELD
Spectacular, renovated top to bottom, 2-Family Victorian.  Two cherry wood kitchens, refinished hardwood
floors, CAC on first floor, air conditioning units on 2nd & 3rd floor & finished basement.  Redone bathrooms,
vintage style wrap-a-round porch, steps to YMCA & blocks to town & train.  “Available: Architects plans for
single family conversion!”  (052000593)

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four Bedrooms,
formal living and dining rooms, family room with
fireplace, designer kitchen with granite
countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up
attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior
with masonry accents.  Call Ralph for more
information at 908-591-6283 (052000587)

SCOTCH PLAINS
Old World charm meets modern conveniences.  This lovely 4 bedroom is situated on a cul-de-sac.  From the beautiful
Chestnut wood moldings & ribbon-detail inlaid hardwood floors to the updated kitchen and baths, you will fall in love
with the charm this property exudes.  Updated in 2002, with the interior recently painted, this home features a formal
sized dining room adjoining the family room which leads into the warm and inviting living room featuring a wood-
burning fireplace and half-wall built-in bookshelves.  Amply sized bedrooms & a finished recreation room complete the
allure of this very special property.  DIR: Mountain to Victor to Richelieu #2424  (052000540)

Open House: Sun. 1/22  12-4PMTwo-Family Victorian

Captivating Colonial

New Construction –
To Be Built

$849,000

WESTFIELD $859,000

$799,900 $489,000

Homes by Rapuano Realty Investments, Inc.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
USING A WILD DISPLAY OF LEG WRESTLING…Raider Trevor Cannon, top left, used stretchers, grapevines and
spread eagles to claim an 18-0, technical fall over Cougar Frank Krove in his 125-lb bout.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ARM ASSAULT ON A PANTHER …Hany Elsheikh, top, works an arm bar on
Roselle Park’s Vinny Bonassisa in the 160-lb. bout and went on to win, 3-1. The
Bears clawed their way to victory, 34-24.


