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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Taupe – A dark, brownish gray
2. Tachydromian – Any of a family of

wading birds related to the plovers
3. Harborough – A lodging or inn
4. Sannup – A male American Indian

who is married
VIBEX

1. In botany, a slender and elastic shoot
2. Any of stiff hairs growing in or near

the nostrils used for touch, such as whis-
kers

3. Discolored spot or blotch of the skin
due to a subcutaneous effusion of blood

4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
GIALLOLINO

1. A piece of jewelry decorated with
imitations of flowers in precious stones

2. Naples yellow pigment
3. An Italian licorice liquor
4. An Italian boy dressed in clown’s

clothing
TRIGO

1. Wheat
2. A three-horse carriage
3. Ringworm
4. A passageway or opening

GENICULATE
1. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
2. To form joints or bend like a joint
3. To give birth; to procreate
4. To force or drive out; expel

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky Responds to
‘Misinformation’ In Letter to Editor

Leader Thanked for
Article on Coat Drive
Thank you so much for writing such a

great article supporting our coat drive,
especially Mr. Pollack. As always, the
drive was a huge success. We delivered
31 bags overflowing with coats, gloves,
hats and boots to Saint John’s Soup
Kitchen on December 23, which will be
distributed to the homeless throughout
the rest of the winter. Everyone greatly
appreciated all the items donated by the
residents in the surrounding area of
Cranford.

Hopefully, the warm items made
someone’s holiday a little brighter. Thank
you for your continuing support. We hope
that this collection will still be very suc-
cessful in years to come.

Kate and Annie McGee
Westfield

I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again
– Westfield is a better place because it is
a vibrant community where citizens of
diverse opinions get involved and speak
out. Often, these comments serve to help
affect positive change.

However, occasionally in their exu-
berance, people go overboard and make
unfounded accusations, perhaps based
on misinformation or misunderstandings.
Such is the case with some of the points
made in a recent letter to the editor
submitted by Cynthia Foulke. Her letter,
however well-intentioned it might be,
contains some assertions that I felt must
be addressed.

First and foremost, Ms. Foulke’s per-
sonal attack on the credibility of Coun-
cilman Ciarrocca’s sister was uncalled
for and inappropriate. Lori Duffy’s cre-
dentials are impeccable, with many years
experience as an attorney, both in the
public and private sector. In addition,
she is a life-long Westfielder whose deep
roots here make her ever more eager to
see Westfield stay the great place it is
today. She has served two years on the
board of adjustment and I enthusiasti-
cally appointed her to the planning board

this year. I thank her for her outstanding
volunteer service and for sharing her
talents with the Town of Westfield.

Ms. Foulke also cast aspersions on our
town attorney, Mr. Robert Cockren. Over
the last three years, I have had the plea-
sure of working with Mr. Cockren on
many town legal issues. On all of these
issues, Mr. Cockren has worked vigor-
ously and effectively on behalf of the
Town of Westfield. Westfield is fortu-
nate to be represented by him.

I would encourage people to continue
to make constructive criticisms and sug-
gestions for improvements. I thank Ms
Foulke for addressing the council on
several occasions in the past. I am al-
ways willing to listen, which is why I
initiated my Saturday hours program last
year. But I must insist that people refrain
from personal attacks on their fellow
citizens, especially those who are giving
so much of themselves to ensure that
Westfield retains its rightful reputation
as one of the premier towns in New
Jersey.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky
Westfield

Letter on Republican Organization
Was ‘Unfair, Not Very Nice’

The letter to the editor (in the January
12 issue) by Cynthia Foulke is unfair. Ms.
Foulke states that the Republican organi-
zation in Westfield is an “elite circle of
insiders.” The statement is unfair and not
very nice.

I have been the Republican chair-
man for approximately five years, and
each and every time I receive a call
from anyone interested in working with
the party, I immediately respond and
encourage them to get involved. I never
received a call or letter from the Re-
publican who wrote the letter to the
editor.

It is not unusual for people who do
not get involved in a group or organiza-
tion to think the process is mysterious
or elite. Our local Republican organiza-
tion is neither elite nor private and I
encourage every Republican (or future
Republican) to be involved. Our so-
called “elitist” group consists of retired
police officers, teachers, secretaries, un-
employed people, moms, dads and nice
people.

We have a very unusual group because
we only have a few simple demands: 1) to
treat each other with respect, 2) put
Westfield first and 3) have some fun
when we work together.

We are especially lucky to have a great
group led by Mayor Skibitsky, who won
the mayoral election by a mandate, be-
cause he follows the above-mentioned
values. In addition, Cynthia, if you ever
met my wife Patricia, you would never
make an allegation about elitism again,
because there is no more kind and caring
person than Patricia Brentano Bramnick.
That is also true of the mayor’s wife
Debbie Skibitsky (humans are made no
nicer than Debbie).

It is also quite dangerous to attack Bob
Cockren’s integrity without citing spe-
cific facts. Bob is an outstanding lawyer
and he deserves an apology.

You may want to meet us before you
call us names.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
Chairman

Westfield Town Republican Party

Pregnancy is Neither Disease Nor
Disability Requiring Special Parking
I read the lengthy letter from Jacquie

Urbano concerning the parking spaces
for pregnant women at the Garwood
ShopRite with sheer amazement. This
woman clearly has way too much time on
her hands to first, be able to write the
lengthy letter, second, to harass the man
who was parked in the pregnant spot and
wait for him to leave, and third, to be
receiving “reports from other women see-
ing many women getting out of their cars
in those spots.”

Well Jacquie, pregnancy is not a dis-
ease or disability. If your doctor felt you
were not able to walk to a parking lot he
should have given you a disabled permit

for parking. Then you could be that closer
to the ShopRite door.

As a woman, and one who has been
pregnant who is a working mom, those
specially designed “pregnant” spots dis-
gust me. Next thing you know it will be
parking for “50 and over only” or “Yan-
kee fans only.”

And one final question. If the parking
was so “people crazed” and you are so
pregnant, why didn’t your husband do the
shopping for your family? Or better yet,
call Peapod!

Patricia Leonard
Scotch Plains

Mergers and Divestitures: Will
Lord & Taylor Close in Westfield?
People are wondering, “Will Lord & Taylor in

Westfield be closing?” It’s a popular regional shop-
ping destination offering clothing items otherwise
only available at the malls. The store ties together the
downtown business district, provides jobs and pays
local taxes.

“Sport shoppers” find it to be a preferred venue.
We hope it doesn’t close.

The speculation has been brought about this month
by the announcement of Federated Department Stores
of Cincinnati, Ohio that it will be “jettisoning a chain
once known for its classic American style [in order]
to concentrate on its flagship brands, Macy’s and
Bloomingdale’s.” The sale of Lord & Taylor is
projected to happen by the end of this year.

Federated picked up Lord & Taylor last year when
it gulped up May Department stores. The big bite left
huge debt, which now motivates the sale of the 55
Lord & Taylor stores.

For many years, the Westfield store was the
popular Hanes, headquartered in Newark. Then
May purchased Hanes and turned it into Lord &
Taylor. Now, May has been gobbled up, and Fed-
erated no longer wants to retain Lord & Taylor.
Who, if anyone, will buy the chain? Will the new
owner give the store another makeover? What will
Lord & Taylor in Westfield become – an upscale
WalMart?

One ponders, “Has any good come of mergers,
acquisitions and divestures in the area over the last
decade?” The record may spell No, which doesn’t
bode well for Lord & Taylor.

Should this area also be concerned about the
acquisition of PSE&G, Public Service Electric &
Gas, headquartered in Newark, by industry energy
giant Exelon Corp., headquartered in Chicago?
What good will it do for us? Most likely, consumer
prices will be driven up and area employees will be
laid off.

The Wall Street guys will make a bundle on this
one, and the government will do little to intercede.

Does anyone remember the Elizabethtown Wa-
ter Co.? It was a centuries-old New Jersey com-
pany with its recent headquarters located on South
Avenue in Westfield. If you had a question about
your water bill, you knew where to go. The head-
quarters was filled with skilled, local profession-
als.

Then, E’-town was bought by Thames Water of
London. While that was happening, Thames Water
was purchased by RWE Ag of Germany.

In June of 2003, the State of New Jersey Ratepayer
Advocate Seema Singh Praised New Jersey-Ameri-
can Water/Thames Water Merger Settlement. He

wrote, “Thames Water Aqua Holdings Gmbh is
based in London, England and is the third largest
water utility in the world. Thames is a wholly owned
subsidiary of RWE Ag, a worldwide utility conglom-
erate based in Essen, Germany. Thames and RWE
also own E’-town Corp., the parent company of
Elizabethtown Water Company, Mount Holly Water
Company, and other water and wastewater business
units in New Jersey. He further wrote, “New Jersey-
American Water and Elizabethtown Water will con-
tinue to be operated as separate utilities.”

Well, RWE merged E’-town with American Water
and closed the Westfield headquarters. Consumer
prices have been driven up and area employees have
been laid off.

The stories of mergers of the area are many.
Eastern States Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey
(Esso) was forced to change its name in the ‘70s to
Exxon. Because of the monopoly, it was forced to
break apart decades earlier from the Standard Oil
Co. of New York (SOCONY), which later bought
and became Mobil Oil Company. Just a few years
ago, Exxon was permitted to merge with Mobil, now
Exxon Mobil.

Area employees were laid off and many operations
were moved to Houston and Virginia. Have you
checked your gas price lately?

One of the most amazing stories is that of AT&T.
The ending of the story is already cast but just hasn’t
been published yet. Soon, there will be no more
AT&T. Of course, it’s not like it once was and the
damage is already done.

There’s an offspring called Lucent, a classic case
in which executive wizards with huge personal bo-
nuses took a big company and made it small. Yet,
these wizards still pass themselves back and forth to
corporate boards, like a private club.

In December of 2002, Narain Gehani of Summit
wrote a book of his experiences at Murray Hill
called, “Bell Labs, Life In The Crown Jewel” – a
first-hand account of events that sparked the
corporation’s downward spiral and the lives im-
pacted by these circumstances. A top scientist, Mr.
Gehani rubbed shoulders with many others such as
himself – colleagues at the head of their class,
including Nobel Prize winners.

Murray Hill is still limping along and the ground
is reportedly too contaminated to develop it into
townhouses.

What does all this have to do with the corporate
sale of Lord & Taylor and the possible closing of the
Westfield store? – Haven’t seen much good come
of corporate mergers, divestitures and acquisitions.
Have you? Can you name one?

Burney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing Contest
You are cordially invited to enter the newspaper’s creative writing contest. It is open to anyone and there is no
entry fee. Entries (700 to 1200 words) must be received by March 1. Winning entries will be published this

spring in the 34th annual edition of This Is Westfield. In the spirit of creative writing,
entries may be of past, present or future; history, commentary, sports, art, humor,
science fiction, essay, mystery, instructive, illustrative or novelette. In some fashion,
there must be a tie to Westfield or surrounding community. Detail rules have been
posted on www.goleader.com/2006contest. Judging criteria will include format (spell-
ing and grammar), creativity (ideas, impact and approach), tightness (clarity, structure)
and depth. Have fun.

Penalty for Removal of Trees Should
Be More Than Speed Bump in Road

At the January 9 board of adjustment
meeting, a Westfield resident testified
that he had been fined $1,000 by the
Westfield Tree Preservation Commis-
sion for illegally cutting down two trees
on his newly-acquired property to make
way for the construction of a much larger
house than the one previously on the
property.

His immediate neighbor testified that,
in fact, she had counted 22 stumps in the
carnage left behind by the tree disposal
service. When asked about the fine, the
resident said he had been “dinged” by the
tree commission. He repeated the word
two more times. “We were dinged,” he

said, while actually smiling! The fine was
no more than a rounding error in his
construction budget. He barely noticed it
and clearly had no regrets.

Trees will continue to fall in this town
until the penalties become a true deter-
rent, not a speed bump on the road to
defoliating our beautiful town and turn-
ing into a prairie. I urge the citizens and
officials of Westfield – no, I beg them – to
raise the fine for illegally cutting down
trees to a level where a transgressor feels
smacked rather than dinged.

Tola Murphy-Baran
Westfield

Vandalism Took Away
From Christmas Season

Every year we set up a Christmas dis-
play on my front lawn. I enjoy the reac-
tions of all the children. This year we had
a problem with vandalism. On several
occasions decorations disappeared from
our display. Also several light sets had
their wires cut.

I am very upset because it not only
takes away from our joy but that of all the
children.

Respect of other people’s property,
which seems to be lacking in our town,
should be taught by parents and the
schools. I hope in the future that we can
setup our display for people to enjoy
without the worry of vandalism.

Marie K. Sadowski
Westfield
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Katrina Rewrote Flood Maps, but
Not Who We Are as Americans

This is a letter of thanks to Susan Cook
of Westfield and Jackie Devitt of
Mountainside for galvanizing their friends
in sending 15 large boxes of warm
children’s clothing to the Katrina survi-
vors of Long Beach, Mississippi.

In early December, through my em-
ployer, Planned Parenthood Federation
of America, I had the amazing opportu-
nity to volunteer for a week as a nurse in
a free medical tent organized by Camp
Coast Care. We treated on average 130
men, women and children in a true tent
that looked like it came from the set of the
TV show MASH.

We treated everything from upper res-
piratory infections to serious wounds,
high blood pressure and depression. The
need was overwhelming and the people’s
appreciation was embarrassing.

More than once, a child, in 30-degree
weather, came to the tent with nothing
more on than a t-shirt and a blanket around
them. Gently, I would ask the parent if I
could gather clothes from the “store” (free
clothing and food tent) to keep them warm
as they waited for the doctor. They were
more than gracious and always accepted

the offerings.
Katrina rewrote the flood maps, but it

did not rewrite who we are as Americans.
Katrina reminds us of who we are as a
country. We are a people united to do
what we can to help another and limit the
suffering of the most vulnerable among
us – many times the poor and the children.

Survivors often shared the sentiment
that where the government failed, the
American people thrived. It is through the
efforts of the ‘Susan’s and Jackie’s’ of the
world that comfort was given where it
once was not. The children of Mississippi
are a little warmer today than they were
yesterday.

In the spirit of the new year, I hope we
all will take pause, give thanks and do
something for the people in the Gulf, who
are still in survival mode and working and
hoping to rebuild their lives.

To learn about volunteer opportunities
or how you can help financially or other-
wise, go to www.campcoastcare.com.
Thank you.

Elizabeth Talmont, RN, NP, MSN
Westfield

Vista of Ice Remaining on Westfield
Streets Awes Resident

I’ve lived in Westfield for over 15
years, and I remain in awe of the incom-
patibility between our tax rates and the
attention paid to our roads during and
after winter storms. The examples I
could cite are too numerous to list, and
your readers all have their own. Yet
looking out my window on Tuesday,
January 17, over two full days since the
last storm ended, I see an unbroken
vista of ice across our entire street (Haw-
thorn Drive).

I understand that secondary roads
may take a bit longer to clear than main
thoroughfares; however, both
Wychwood Road and Kimball Avenue

remain ice-coated as well. The pres-
ence of a Westfield police officer watch-
ing cars skid through the stop sign at
Wychwood and Hawthorn adds to my
frustration.

We are ostensibly concerned about the
safety of our children. Do we have to wait
until one is injured or killed by a skidding
car before we bother to salt and/or sand
the roads? Every neighboring town man-
ages to address the ice and snow within a
reasonable time after a storm. Why must
we accept less?

Travis Hudelson
Westfield

Public is Invited to
SPFHS Event Kickoff
The Student Movement Against Can-

cer at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School is having the Relay for Life 2006
kickoff next Wednesday, January 25, at
the high school in the Multi-Purpose
room.

The public is invited to attend and
support this cause. You will learn more
about this year’s relay, receive team cap-
tain packets and be able to sign yourself
and your team up.

All proceeds go to the American Can-
cer Society.

If you are unable to attend and want
to learn more, please contact Natalia
Beley at natalia.beley@cancer.org or
call (908)354-7373. Thank you very
much!

Melissa Koerner
Event Co-President

SPF High School

CREATIVE WRITING
CONTEST RULES

The Rules and Registration pro-
cedures are now posted at
goleader.com/2006contest. Reg-
ister now for the contest and sub-
mit your work prior to February
15 to take advantage of editor
feedback, enabling changes to
your entry prior to the final dead-
line of March 1.


