
Page 12  Thursday, January 12, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Blue Devil Wrestlers Knock
Kearny Kardinals, 40-39

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Now, It’s Adults Who Should
Be Seen and Not Heard

You want to know what kind of
world we live in? Consider this: Out in
Hunterdon County, there’s a group of
“concerned” parents who have formed
a committee (the name escapes me at
this time but it’s something like “Par-
ents to Save Hunterdon Central Soc-
cer”) to basically get the Hunterdon
Central Regional school board to re-
place the school’s longtime boys soc-
cer coach.

What has the coach, Larry Ries,
done to deserve this? Well, since 1979
his 27 teams have dominated the
Hunterdon-Warren county champion-
ships, won over 300 games, rarely had
a losing season and sent a lot of kids to
college to play soccer. All this at a
school much better known for its foot-
ball teams.

So, why would anybody want to
replace a coach like that? The reason
given in the Hunterdon Democrat had
something to do with the fact Ries
didn’t keep as many players on the
varsity roster as other teams in the
Skyland Conference. So, rather than
have two extra kids sitting on the bench,
let’s lynch the guy! Makes sense, no?

No! No! No!
This is what you could call the Chris-

topher (Mad Dog) Russo mentality,
the ESPN mentality, if you will. A
group of most likely non-athletes/par-
ents thinking they know more about a
sport than a man who has been coach-
ing high school athletes for over 30
years. It’s sort of like the time WFAN’s
Russo tried to macho up his baseball
knowledge by challenging then-Mets
manager Jeff Torborg about a certain
strategy. Torborg, an all-state catcher
at WHS, an all-America catcher at
Rutgers, a guy who caught no-hitters
by Nolan Ryan and Sandy Koufax,
among others, a guy with 30 years in
the big leagues as a player and man-
ager, was being told he didn’t know
baseball strategy by a guy whose last
significant baseball game was in some
10-year-old minor little league, where
he probably played his two innings
hidden out in right field.

Something of this sort happened in
our little town of Westfield about a half-
century ago, when some folks on the
Board of Education decided it would be
in the school’s best interests if legend-
ary football coach Joe Freeman no
longer walked the sideline. All Free-
man had done was coach the Blue Dev-
ils through the first golden age of WHS
football, posting a 92-39-3 record in 14
years, with three undefeated teams, five
sectional champions and enough all-
state players to fill a small college ros-
ter. But he’d had a couple of “down”
seasons and, quicker than you could say
“Spittin’ Joe,” he was out. The golden
days of the 1940s were replaced by the
desert wasteland of the ’50s.

I can even remember during the Gary
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Kehler era, some guys in town, boost-
ers and little league coaches, used to
complain that the legendary coach was
too predictable (final record: 171-26-
7), didn’t pass enough (more touch-
down passes under Kehler than any
other coach), and always called the
“four-two” for the opening play (which
was usually good for five or six yards,
even though the other team knew it
was coming).

So this isn’t anything really new. A
couple years ago, an outstanding girls
soccer coach like Pete Giordano was
basically driven out of coaching by
some all-knowing WHS parents, many
of whom first saw a soccer pitch when
they started attending their daughters’
games. All Giordano, a three-year
letterman and team captain at WHS —
did was put outstanding teams on the
field for 13 years, winning 210 games,
seven county championships and an-
nually going deep into the state tourna-
ment. And now there are some who
likely have never put on a helmet who
would like to see Ed Tranchina step
down — or be removed, ala Freeman
— as the WHS football coach. The last
two years haven’t been kind to
Tranchina, but his first 17 teams were
usually very solid, very fundamental
and won way more than they lost.

It reminds me of something my par-
ents used to say, when I’d try to say
something and there were adults talk-
ing in the room. They’d say children
should “be seen and not heard.” Ironi-
cally, now that I’m older, wiser (?) and
looking at things from a different per-
spective, it seems to me that it’s now
some adults who should “be seen and
not heard.”

DEN TRIVIA
Who was the swim coach when WHS

started its string of 42 straight Union
County championships in 1957 and
won its first of 20 state championships
in 1958?

MURRAY TO BE HONORED
Mike Murray, a senior tri-captain of

the 2006 WHS baseball team, will be
among the honorees at the 70th Union
County Hot Stove Dinner, Feb. 12, at
L’Affaire, Mountainside. Murray will
share the Most Valuable Player award
for the 2005 high school season with
Roselle Catholic’s Nick Nolan and
Cranford’s Jamar Ingram.

Murray, who already owns quite a
few WHS career and season batting
statistics, had a big performance in
November down in Jupiter, Fla., at
the World Wood Bat (remember
them?) Tournament. Playing for
Farrah Builders from down at the
shore, he went 7-for-10 with five RBI
as Farrah went 2-1-1.

Last weekend, Murray played in the
Perfect Game USA World Showcase
in Fort Myers, Fla., and this weekend
he’ll be in Tucson, Ariz., for the PUMA

All-American Tournament.
ON THE RISE

In less than three years, WHS junior
P.J. Harley has gone from unheralded
freshman to one of the premier dis-
tance swimmers in school history. Last
Saturday night at Burlington County
College, Pemberton, Harley swam a
4:46.93 in the 500 freestyle, becoming
the third fastest 500 swimmer in WHS
history.

Among those he passed on the
school’s Top 15 List, were “Animal
Ed” Pretre, Pete Catanzaro, Paul
Kolterjahn, Paul Healy, Chris Heinen,
Tim Coultas, Dave Schwartz, Jay Pol-
lack, Aaron Weber and Ted Pollack.
That’s an impressive list. Ahead of
Harley are Tim Romano (4:46.58) and
record-holder Chris McFadden
(4:33.74).

Harley, whose previous best 500
was a 4:56 against Bridgewater last
month, trains year-round with coach
Jim Wood at the Berkeley Aquatic
Club, which is known for its distance
program.

Ironically, Harley’s performance
came while he was being touched out,
and was an example of the kind of
night it was for the WHS boys, who
lost 128-42 to No. 1-rated St. August-
ine Prep. WHS put up 41 season or
lifetime best times in the loss.

HOCKEY FUNDRAISER
The WHS ice hockey team depends

on the support of the community to
help defray costs of ice time, equip-
ment, etc. The team has been in exist-
ence since the 1994-95 season.

The Westfield Ice Hockey Associa-
tion will hold a Dinner, Dance and
Silent Auction on Saturday, Jan. 28, 7
p.m., at L’Affaire in Mountainside.
The local band “Dry Ice” will perform
and there will be a dinner buffet and
drinks included for the $75.00 fee.

Among the things being auctioned
are a Caribbean cruise, airline tickets,
hotel stays, original works of art, event
tickets and a variety of gift certificates
from local stores.

Ice hockey has been a fast-growing
sport in New Jersey, and with both
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (first-year
club team now) and Cranford having
squads, it’s just another sport for some
great rivalry matchups. Support your
Devils!

TRIVIA ANSWER
Joe Kursar coached the WHS swim

team from 1957-60, posting a 47-1
dual-meet record, winning four county
championships and two state titles. He
later served as an assistant wrestling
coach for Gary Kehler.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

ther Holiday Tournament in Roselle
Park, made quick work of Kardinal
Chris Osborn, sticking him to the mat
in 1:03. Matt Kamel followed with a
3:02 fall over Don Plaugic at 130-lbs
and Matt Shaffer won a 7-3 decision
over Jake Franchino at 135-lbs to
give Westfield a 15-6 team lead. At
145-lbs, Joe Corea downed Kardinal
Kyle Stalk in 1:05, then Andrew
Shaffer made the team score 27-12 by
pinning Steve Cedola in 3:57. Blue
Devil Colin Willard pinned Brian
McCurrie in 3:38 at 171-lbs. Although
losing via 4-3, decision at 189-lbs,
Blue Devil Bob Mroz looked sharp.

“Matt Shafer really took it to him.
He’s really coming along,” said Kurz.
“Joe came out with intensity. You
could see as soon as he stepped out
that he had in his mind that he wasn’t
going to lose. Bob Mroz lost twice to
that kid in the Kearny Tournament by
major decision. His not giving up a
major decision really helped.”

Since the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team, without
standouts Pat Mineo and Sal Gano

who competed in the “Beast of the
East” tournament in Delaware, lost to
Kearny early in the season, the Blue
Devils presently control the driver’s
seat for top honors in the Watchung
Conference. The Blue Devils and the
Raiders are scheduled to have a show-
down in Scotch Plains on Wednes-
day, January 18, at 5 p.m.

Kurz added, “This was our first
significant win in a really long time.
It is the first time in memory that we
beat a quality team.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
119: — Vince Ignomirella (K) p Sam
Reichbach, 3:32
125: — MacKay (W) p Osborn, 1:03
130: — Kamel (W) p Plaugic, 3:02
135: — M. Shaffer (W) d Franchino, 7-3
140: — Mike Coviea (K) p Ricardo
Johnson, 4:27
145: — Corea (W) p Stalk, 1:05
152: — A. Shaffer (W) p. Cedola, 3:57
160: — Nick Cedola (K) p Boyd, 3:21
171: — Willard (W) p McCurrie, 3:38
189: — Joe Topchev (K) d Mroz, 4-3
215: — Cruikshank (W) p Pearsall, 5:49
Hwt: — Jon Rodriguez (K) p Zach Bullek, 3:37
103: — Matt McClure (K) p Nick
DeFreitas, 3:29
112: — Malaquias (K) p Barnes, 3:10

GANO, MINEO, GIANNACI EACH WIN THREE BOUTS

Raider Matmen Place Third
At Patriot Wrestling Duals
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Competing in the prestigious Pa-
triot Duals at North Warren High
School in the wrestling Mecca of
Blairstown on January 7 turned out to
be a success for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team.
With such teams as 19th-ranked
Lenape Valley, 17th-ranked North
Warren, Randolph, Boonton, Newton,
West Milford and a team from East
Stroudsburg, Pa., the Raiders won two
of their three matches to finish
third.The 4-5 Raiders demolished
Boonton, 57-16, in the quarterfinals
then lost to North Warren, 54-21, in
the semifinals. North Warren later de-
feated Lenape Valley, 33-31, for the
championship. In the bout for third
place, the Raiders burned Randolph
39-38 via criterion No. 6 decision
(most first-period points – 14-10).

Raiders Sal Gano (119-lbs), Pat
Mineo (140-lbs) and Nick Giannaci
(189-lbs) – winners at the John Goles
Tournament in late December – won
all three of their bouts. Gano pinned
Aaron Cronk of Boonton in 4:39,
Kyle Jablon of North Warren in 2:20
and Billy Quinn of Randolph in 57
seconds. Mineo handled Boonton’s

Alex Arnest, 9-4, decisioned North
Warren’s Luke Stefanacci, 9-3, and
pinned Randolph’s Jake Rosen in
1:01. After receiving a forfeit,
Giannaci claimed a 7-2 decision over
North Warren’s Zach Dorland then
won a tough, 6-4, overtime decision
over Randolph’s Mike Suk.

“It was a great match,” Raider Head
Coach John Scholz said of Giannaci’s
overtime bout. “Suk went in for a
shot. Nick countered and put him on
his back but the ref stopped the match
right there. The ref should not stop
the bout if he has the guy on his back.
That could have given us the victory
without the criteria.”

Raider Ricky Olsson, who placed
second at the Goles Tournament,
grabbed an 8-0, majority decision
over Boonton’s Nick Questa at 130-
lbs, but was on the bottom portion of
a 2:15 fall against North Warren’s
Garrett Meagher. Olsson came back
to show Randolph’s Tom Wuestoff
the lights in 57 seconds.

At 125-lbs, Trevor Cannon pinned
Boonton’s Rob DeGrott in 2:36 and
beat North Warren’s Justin Fox, 10-5,
before losing via tech fall to
Randolph’s Kyle Bieg. At 112-lbs,
Mike Ferrara won a tech fall over

Boonton’s Bill Matarazzo and de-
feated North Warren’s Trevor Orcutt,
6-4, then dropped a 9-4 decision to
Randolph’s Corey Pedric.

Heavyweight Joe Foote claimed
falls against Boonton and Randolph
and lost by fall against North Warren.
At 152-lbs, Dave DeNichilo won by
fall against Boonton and claimed a 7-
0 decision against North Warren. At
103-lbs, Gary Schardien won by fall
against Boonton and claimed a for-
feit against Randolph. Joe Bachi won
his 160-lb bout over Randolph’s P.J.
Catazone via tech fall in 4:50. At 145-
lbs, Joe Sette defeated Boonton’s Sean
Hegarty, 9-2.

“It was a back and forth the whole
time,” Scholz said of the match with
Randolph.

The Raiders needed to win via fall
in the final bout against Randolph,
which was won by Gano in 57 sec-
onds.

“I knew most of the criteria but I
wasn’t sure of all the criteria, so I told
Sal to try to get a bunch of takedowns,”
chuckled Scholz.

THIRD PLACE MATCH:
SP-F 39, RANDOLPH 38

125: — Kyle Bieg (R) tf Cannon, 5:10
130: — Olsson (SPF) p. Wuestoff, :57
135: — Sean Collins (R) p Rob Desiato, :37
140: — Mineo (SPF) p Rosen, 1:01
145: — Travis Hughes won injury de-
fault over Sette
152: — Kingsley Viscarro (R) p
DeNichilo, 3:49
160: — Bachi (SPF) tf Catizone, 4:50
171: — Kyle Tufts (R) p Mike O’Neill, 1:35
189: — Giannaci (SPF) d Suk, 6-4, OT
215: — Rob Garone (R) p Keith Baker, 1:31
Hwt: — Foote (SPF) p Erik Woodruff, 3:26
103: — Schardien (SPF) won forfeit
112: — Pedric (R) d Ferrara, 9-4
119: — Gano (SPF) p Quinn, :57

Devil Matmen Rout
M.X. Shabazz, 75-6

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team upped it record to 2-0 with
a 75-6 rout of Malcolm X. Shabazz in
Newark on January 4.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — Nick DeFreitas (W) p Daquan
Ragland, 3:06
112: — John Barnes (W) p Stan Askew, :47
119: — Sam Reichbach (W) p Solomon
Neal, :45
125: — Colin MacKay (W) p Bryan
Adams, 1:04
130: — Matt Kamel (W) p Stephon
Figueroa, 1:39
135: — Matt Shaffer (W) p Ishmil
Maldonaldo, 1:06
140: — Jeremiah Jackson (MX) won forfeit
145: — Joe Corea (W) p Mike Watson, 1:11
152: — Andrew Shaffer (W) p Raheem
Harris, 3:58
160: — Mark Boyd (W) won forfeit
171: — Colin Willard (W) p Shelton
Cameron, :59
189: — Bob Mroz (W) d Naeem Moore, 7-6
215: — Steve Cruikshank (W) won forfeit
Hwt: — Zach Bullek (W) p Edrese Gray, 1:38
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FANWOOD $399,900 FANWOOD $799,900

MOUNTAINSIDE $569,000 WESTFIELD $619,900

Must see to appreciate!  Immaculate home on cul-de-sac offers a large Eat-In
Kitchen with Corian counters, Sub-Zero, Jennair, Woodmode cabinetry, Family
Room with sliders to large side yard.  Also includes a newer furnace, central air
conditioning and HWH.

New construction!  Center Hall Colonial, approximately 3,000 sq. ft. of beauti-
fully appointed living space, Kitchen with cherry cabinets, granite counters and
bay, eat-in area opens to Family Room, Master Bedroom with sitting area and
full bath with whirlpool, walk-up 3rd floor and a 2nd floor laundry.

Warm and welcoming!  Very spacious Colonial/Cape.  Nearly a half acre tran-
quil wooded lot.  This home offers 7 rooms including 4 Bedrooms, 2 baths and
newer Kitchen with dining area, fireplace, oak floors, 1st floor laundry and so
much more.

Peaceful setting!  On almost 1/3 acre, this home will grow with your family.
Spacious rooms with hardwood floors, charming stone fireplace in Living Room,
screened porch off Dining Room and ground level Family Room add to the
enjoyment of daily living.


